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SUBJt EXECUTIONS IN IRAQ

{e SECRETARY*S STATEMENT MADE MOST TEL AVIV MORNING

PAPERS DESPITE LATE WOUR OF. RELEASE ISRAELI TIME AND WAS

LEAD ITEM ON KOL ISRAEL NEWSCASTS MORNING- JANUARY
s8¢ WE ARE HOPEFUL THAT THIS EXPRESSION OF USg CONCERN
FOR PLIGHT OF IRAQI JEWRY WILL HAVE EFFECT OF.
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NAMPENING AT LEAST To SOME: EXTENT FEELINGS OF INDIGNATION

vOICED HERE OVER ALLEGED WORLD INDIFFERENCE TO HANGINGS»
CHARGE OF WORLD GUOTE HYPOCRISY UNQUODTE IN TURNING

NEAF EAR TO PERSECUTIONS OF JEWS IN ARAB COUNTRIES IS
ANE: OF MAIN THEMES. IN STATEMENTS BY PM ESHKOL AND
OTHWER: SPEAKERS IN KNESSET JANUARY 27 (TEL AVIV 322)

AND. IS HEAVILY STRESSED IN TODAY'S EDITORIALS. POSITION
TAKEN PUBLICLY BY FRENCH (AND WHICH ACCORDING LONDON
678 BRITISH ALSO PLAN TAKE} THAT MATTER IS INTERNAL
TRABI AFFAIR NATURALLY RECALLS TO ISRAEL! MIND
HESITATION OF POWERS TO TAKE OPEN STAND AGAINST
oERSECUTIONS OF JEWRY IN ARAB LANDS HERETOFOREW

5e OUR HOPE IS THAT GOI WILL CONCENTRATE AT THIS STAGE
AN MOBILIZING WORLD OPINION AND GOOD OFFICES OF FOREIGN
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GOVERNMENTS. TO PREVENT FURTHER EXECUTIONS. THIS MAKES
NIRECT MILITARY ACTION SEEM FAIRLY UNLIKELY AT THE
MOMENT« WE OF COURSE CANNOT RULE OUT POSSIBILITY ENTIRELY»
HOWEVERs AS PAST EXPERIENCE UNDERSCORES UNPREDICTABILITY
nF ISRAELI MILITARY STRIKESs IN PRESENT INSTANCE IDF
wOULD: NOT HAVE TO LOOK: FAR AFIELD TO FIND AN IRAQI
TARGETe ISRAEL AUTHORITIES MUST REALIZE: HOWEVER THAT

IN VIEW OF MASS HYSTERIA WHICH APPARENTLY PREVAILS

AT THIS MOMENT IN BAGHDAD ANy IDF: ACTION AGAINST

TRA® CcOULD PROVOKE NOT ONLY ADDITIONAL EXECWTIONS gUT
ALSO POSSIBLY MASS POGROM OF THOSE: JEWS LEFT IN IRAQ.

3¢ WHATEVER OTHER CONSIDERATIONS GOI MAY BRING INTQ
LINE: ISRAELI ACTIONS WILL' WITHOUT ANY DOUBT BE INFLUENCED
BY EXTENT WORLD: SUPPORT FDR (OR INDIFFERENCE' TO) EFFORTS
70 PREVENT FURTHER EXECUTIONS. BELIEVE IT IMPORTANT -
ROTH ON POLITICAL: AND HUMANITARIAN GROUNDS FOR US

TO FOLLOW UP SECRETARY'S STATEMENT WITH ADDITIONAL
sTEPS. TO HEAD: OFF: MORE! BLOODSHED» WE. RECOGNIZE

DANGER THAT PUBLIC DECLARATIONS MAY MERELY DRAW STIFF
TRAQI RESPONSE (AS IN CASE OF UNSYG'S STATEMENT)

AND POSSIBLY FURTHER HARDEN IRAQI POSITION. PERHAPS
NEPARTMENT COULD EXPLORE POSSIBILITY OF SEEKING:

AEWIND SCENES. INDIAN: AND OTHER NEUTRAL POWER INTER=
VENTION WITH IRAGI AND OTHER ARAB GOVTS, STRESSING
NEPLORABLE EFFECT OF EXECUTIONS ON WORLD OPINION

AND SERIOUS DAMAGE THEY DO TO ARAB IMAGE.

408

ONE POSSIBLE APPROACH WHICH OCCURS TO US IS PROPOSAL
FOR EXCHANGE OF FEDAYEEN PRISONERS: HELD BY ISRAELIS
AGAINSTDDZIS EDHNCUI JEWISH SPIESs A SIMILAR PROPOSAL

" PUT FORWARD BY ITALIANS PROVED TO BE KEY TO SOLUTION

~ oF LASY SUMMER*S CRISIS OVER HIJACKING OF EL! AL' PLANE
WE REALIZE CURRENT SITUATION IS DIFFERENT IN MANY
RESPECTS AND SUCH AN EXCHANGE WOULD POSE MANY DIFFICULT
PROBLEMS FOR BOTH ISRAELIS AND IRAQISe. HOWEVER IF
PUT FORWARD WITH SKILL: AND DETERMINATION BY A PARTY
RECOGNTZED AS FRIENDLY BY IRAQIS AND AT LEAST RELATIVELY
NEUTRAL BY ISRAELTS IT MIGHT HAVE CHANCE OF SUCCESS.
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