
2003 Cook Inlet Beluga Strandings

Mortalities
(running
total)

Date (observed/
sampled)

Location Length Gender Comments

1 3/31/03    4/1/03 Cook Inlet,
Nikiski

365 cm (12') f pregnant (NMFS)

4/18/03 Turnagain,
Girdwood

white 1-2 stranded, swam off with incoming tide -
unconfirmed

5/4-5/03 Yakutat white dead whale reported on reef - unconfirmed

2 6/21/03    6/28/03 Cook Inlet,
Nikiski/Kasilof

419 cm
(13'9")

f floundering, then floating beluga, beached at
Kasilof (NMFS)

3 7/27/03    8/02/03 Cook Inlet,
Moose Point

juvenile, ~5.5
ft

m whale on beach, samples collected

4 8/12/03    8/14/03 CI, Three Mile
Creek

405 cm
(13'3")

m (NMFS)

5 8/14/03    8/15/03 Knik Arm,
Anderson Dock

338 cm
(11'1")

m (NMFS)

6 8/19/03    8/20/03 CI, Shirleyville 60 inches (5') m whale on beach, samples collected

7 8/25/03    8/27/03 Knik Arm, N of
Anderson Dock

474 cm
(15'7")

m (NMFS)

8/28/03 Turnagain,
Girdwood

white and
gray

~46 stranded

8 8/28/03    8/29/03 Turnagain, N of
Girdwood

442 cm
(14'6")

m mortality from ~ 46 stranded on 8/28/03
(NMFS)

9 8/28/03            8/31/03 Turnagain,
Potters Marsh

430 cm
(14'1")

m mortality from ~ 46 stranded on 8/28/03
(NMFS)

10 8/28/03    9/05/03 Turnagain,
John’s Park

467 cm
(15'4")

m mortality from ~ 46 stranded on 8/28/03,
missing head (NMFS)



Mortalities
(running
total)

Date (observed/
sampled)

Location Length Gender Comments

11 8/28/03    9/01/03 Cook Inlet,
Trading Bay  

white m mortality possibly from ~ 46 stranded on
8/28/03 (floating)

12 9/01/03 Cook Inlet, N of
Nikiski, Bishop
Creek 

white mortality possibly from ~ 46 stranded on
8/28/03

13 8/28/03    9/21/03 Cook Inlet,
Kinkaid Park

477 cm
(15'8")

m mortality possibly from ~ 46 stranded on
8/28/03 (NMFS)

9/06/03 Turnagain,
Beluga Point

~26 stranded, refloated with tide (Jim Air)

14 9/10/03    9/12/03 Turnagain,
Potters Marsh

171 cm (5'7") u (NMFS)

9/14/03 Turnagain,  Bird
Point

Mass stranding ~ 32, refloated, no dead whales 
reported (Alaska Air Taxi)

15 9/15/03    9/17/03 Turnagain,
Discovery Bay 

191 cm (6'3") u (NMFS)

16 9/08/03    9/17/03 Turnagain,
Victor Rd

u missing head (NMFS) 

17 9/12/03    9/12/03 Turnagain, S of
Girdwood

372 cm
(12'2")

f (NMFS)

18 9/24/03 Cook Inlet (S of
Pt Possession)

366cm  (~12') u report of white beluga



8/04/03    8/04/03 Susitna River 366 cm (~12') f Subsistence (NMFS)



2002 Cook Inlet Beluga Strandings

Mortalities
(running
total)

Date (observed/
sampled)

Location Length Gender Comments

1 5/20/02       2/31/02 CI, Point
Woronzof

130 cm (4'3") ? (NMFS)

2 5/29/02    6/17/02 CI, Point
Possession

429 cm (14'1") ? (NMFS)

3 5/31/02 CI, off Tyonek white floating

4 8/5/02           8/9/02 mid Inlet, 
Forelands

white     
(12'4")

f floating, collected flipper tag (satellite tagged
1 Aug 02)

5 8/14/02       8/14/02 Knik Arm, Ship
Creek

15-18 ft m (NMFS)

6 8/25-26/02 Knik Arm,
Goose Bay

gray floating, unconfirmed

7 9/24/02 Knik Arm, Port white floating

8 9/28/03     10/01/02 CI, Chuit River 366 cm (12') f (NMFS)

9 9/28/02 CI, Trading
Bay

white unconfirmed

10 9/30/02      Knik Arm, Port white left with tide, unconfirmed

11 10/11/02   10/11/02 Knik Arm,
Cairn Point

372 cm (12'2") f (NMFS)

12 11/1/02 Turnagain Arm,
Seattle Creek

grayish/white unconfirmed

13 11/02          1/17/03 CI, Point
Woronzof

386 cm (12'7") ? (NMFS)



7/22/02      7/22/02  Susitna River 457 cm (15') m Subsistence (NMFS)



2001 Cook Inlet Beluga Strandings

Mortalities
(running
total)

Date (observed/
sampled)

Location Length Gender Comments

1 6/5-12/01 CI, s of Tyonek gray unconfirmed

2 8/-/01 Knik Arm ,
Point McKenzie

subadult skull registered, tissue collected for
genetics

3 8/6/01         8/13/01 Turnagain Arm
Discovery Bay

12'3" f(?) (NMFS)

4 8/18/01       8/20/01 Turnagain Arm,
Bird Point

445 cm (14'6") m (NMFS)

5 10/4/01       10/4/01 CI, Three Mile
Creek

390 cm (12'8") ? (NMFS)

6 10/6/01       10/6/01 Knik Arm,
Goose Bay

~12 ft f(?) (NMFS)

7 10/8-15/01 CI, s of Tyonek gray unconfirmed

8 10/10/01   10/10/01 CI, Kasilof 366 cm (12') m (NMFS)

9 10/11/01   10/13/01 CI, Trading Bay 396 cm (13') f (NMFS)

10 10/12/01   10/13/01 Knik Arm, Port 166 cm (5'4") f (NMFS)



7/21/01       7/21/01 Susitna River 345 cm (11'3") f Subsistence (NMFS)



2000 Cook Inlet Beluga Strandings

Mortalities
(running
total)

Date (observed/
sampled)

Location Length Gender Comments

1 04/00 CI, Ninilchik skeletal

2 05/29/00 CI, Point
Possession

gray

3 6/4/00           6/6/00 CI, Point
Possession

white

4 6/12/00       6/12/00 CI, Point
Possession

437 cm (14'3") (Mm observers)

5 6/19/00       6/19/00 CI, Point
Possesssion

242 cm ( 7'9") m (NMFS)

6 6/24/00       6/24/00 Knik Arm, Ship
Creek

335 cm (11') m (NMFS)

7 7/23/00       7/24/00 CI, Campbell
Point 

170 cm (5'6") m (NMFS)

8 7/24/00 Little Susitna unconfirmed

9 8/11/00       8/18/00 CI, Chuit River 172 cm (5'6") (NMFS)

8/27/00 Turnagain Arm,
Beluga Point

7 white, 1 gray stranded through tide (NMFS)

10 09/1-7/0009/1-7/00 CI, Nikiski white killer whale (?)

11 9/17/00       9/17/00 Turnagain Arm,
Peterson Creek

180 cm (5'9") f (NMFS)

9/24/00 Turnagain Arm, 15-20 belugas, unconfirmed

12 9/25/00       9/25/00 Turnagain Arm,
Indian Creek

375 cm (12'3") f (NMFS) killer whale



13 9/26/00       9/26/00 Turnagain Arm,
Bird Creek

364 cm (11'9") f (NMFS) killer whale

Mortalities
(running
total)

Date (observed/
sampled)

Location Length Gender Comments

10/24/00 Turnagain Arm,
McCue Creek

1-2 belugas, unconfirmed


