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Brief Statement of Proposal:

To allow for the use of pots in the Gulf of Alaska southeast sablefish/blackcod fishery.

Obiectives of Proposal (What is the problem?):

Provide fishermen an alternative type of gear to longline.

Need and Justificationfor CouncilAction (Whycan't the problembe resolvedthrough other
channels?):

This proposal can address several problems which the Council is working on:
a) sea bird by-catch
b) interaction with whales .
Foreseeable Impacts of Proposal (Who wins, who loses?):

There will be no negative impact on anyone. As an allowable gear type, fishermen
could chose to use pots, but would not be required to invest, if they are happy with long
line gear.
However, the use of pots could lead to a decline in bird by-catch, including albatross,
and a decrease in fishing gear/whale activity. Bycatchofrockfishwouldalsobe reduced,
less bait and man hours to catch the same amountof fish

Are there AlternativeSolutions?If so, what are they and why do you consideryour proposal the best
way of solvingthe problem?
It is an excellent solution, because it provides a gear alternate opportunity for
fishermen, and can lead to reductions in by-catch or unwanted marine mammal
interaction.

The use of bird deterrent lines are cumbersome and unnecessary for many areas in
Southeast Alaska. Research has demonstrated that whales will continue to take fish

from longline gear.

Sup,portive Data and Other Information (What data are available and where can they be found?):
List of supportive data will follow
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