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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
published in the Federal Register an
emergency closure of the drift gilinet
fishery for swordfish in the Atlantic
Ocean, including the Gulf of Mexico
and Caribbean Sea, from December 1,
1996, through May 29, 1997 (61 FR
64486, December 5, 1996). The
emergency closure was made effective
while NMFS continues with
consultation under section 7 of the
Endangered Species Act (ESA) for
Atlantic swordfish fisheries due to new
information regarding the status of the
northern right whale (Eubaleana
glacialis). The closure was necessary to
ensure that, pending consultation on
this fishery, no irreversible and
irretrievable commitment of resources is
made that has the effect of foreclosing
the formulation or implementation of
any reasonable and prudent alternative
measures. Additional background on the
reasons for the action are detailed in the
emergency closure and are not repeated
here.

This emergency closure is to remain
effective until May 29, 1997, or until
completion of consultation with the
issuance of a biological opinion on the
swordfish drift gillnet fishery,
whichever comes first. To date, a
biological opinion is pending and
NMFS is continuing with consultation
under the ESA.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
Dated: May 7, 1997.

Bruce Morehead,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 97-12529 Filed 5-8-97; 4:42 pm]
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ACTION: Final rule; correction.

SUMMARY: NMFS issued a final rule (I.D.
022597F), which was published in the
Federal Register on April 23, 1997 (62
FR 19686). The final rule consolidated

50 CFR part 674 into 50 CFR part 679
as part of the President’s Regulatory
Reform Initiative. This document
contains a correction to that final rule.

EFFECTIVE DATE: May 23, 1997.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Patsy A. Bearden, 907-586-7228.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Background

The final regulations that are the
subject of this correction removed 50
CFR part 674, the regulations
implementing the Salmon Fishery
Management Plan, and consolidated the
regulations contained therein into 50
CFR part 679, Fisheries of the Exclusive
Economic Zone (EEZ) off Alaska. It was
not intended to make substantive
changes to existing regulations. The
action was intended to provide the
public with a single reference source for
the Federal fisheries regulations specific
to the EEZ off Alaska and result in
regulations that are more concise and
easier to use.

Need for Correction

As published, the final rule revised
the definition of “'Authorized fishing
gear” to include the “hand troll gear”
and “power troll gear”, the authorized
gears as defined in 50 CFR part 674 for
the salmon fishery off Alaska. However,
the introductory text for the term
“Authorized fishing gear” did not
contain the terms “'dive’’ and "‘scallop
dredge”. Dive gear and scallop dredges
were designated as authorized fishing
gear in the scallop fishery off Alaska by
a final rule published in the Federal
Register on July 23, 1996 (61 FR 38099).
NMFS inadvertently removed the terms
from the introductory text in the
consolidation.

Correction of Publication

Accordingly, the publication on April
23, 1997 (62 FR 19686), of the final
regulations (I.D. 022597F), which was
the subject of FR Doc. 97-10462 is
corrected as follows:

On page 19687, in the third column,
in §679.2, the introductory paragraph of
the definition of "'Authorized fishing
gear' is revised by adding the term
“dive,” after the word “means” and by
adding the term “scallop dredge,” after
the term “pot-and-line,”

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 773 et seq., 1801 et
seq., and 3631 et seq.

Dated: May 7, 1997.
Rolland A. Schmitten,

Assistant Administrator for Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 97-12530 Filed 5-13-97; 8:45 am]
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 678

[1.D. 050197B]

Atlantic Shark Fisheries; Quota
Adjustment

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS}, National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Quota adjustment.

SUMMARY: NMFS announces that the
catch of large coastal sharks in the
Atlantic, Caribbean, and Gulf of Mexico
was 958 metric tons (mt) during the first
semiannual 1997 season. Because of the
overharvest of this category quota, the
second semiannual 1997 quota is
adjusted accordingly.

DATES: Effective July 1, 1997.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: C.
Michael Bailey, John Kelly or Margo
Schulze at 301-713-2347; or Buck
Sutter at 813-570-5324.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

The Atlantic, Caribbean, and Gulf of
Mexico shark fisheries are managed by
NMFS according to the Fishery
Management Plan (FMP) for Atlantic
Sharks prepared by NMFS under
authority of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act (16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.). Fishing by
U.S. vessels is governed by regulations
implementing the FMP at 50 CFR part
678.

Section 678.24(b) of the regulations
provides for two semi-annual quotas of
642 mt of large coastal sharks to be
harvested from Atlantic, Caribbean, and
Gulf of Mexico waters by commercial
fishermen. The first semiannual quota
was available for harvest from January 1
through June 30, 1997.

The Assistant Administrator for
Fisheries, NOAA, is authorized under
§678.24(c) to adjust the semiannual
quota to reflect actual catches during the
preceding semiannual period. Final data
indicate that the catch of large coastal
shark species from January through
April 7, 1997, totaled 958 mt, which is
316 mt more than the established quota.
Therefore, the adjusted quota for large
coastal shark species for the second
1997 semiannual period is decreased
from 642 mt to 326 mt. The adjusted
quota of 326 mt is available for the
period July 1 through December 31,
1997.



