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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE National Cceanic and At nospheric Administration
50 CFR Parts 672 and 675 [Docket No. 921058-4257; |.D. 090892B] R N 0648- AD44

G oundfish of the @ulf of Al aska; Goundfish Fishery of the Bering Sea and
Al eutian |slands Area
AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries Service (NWS), National Cceanic and
At nospheric Administration (NQAA), Comerce.
ACTION: Final rule.
SUMVARY: NWVFS i npl enents a regul atory anendnent to establish standard
groundfi sh product types and standard product recovery rates (PRRs) for
purposes of managi ng the groundfish fisheries off A aska and specify certain
product types and PRRs that may be used to cal cul ate round- wei ght equival ents
of pollock for purposes of calculating amounts of pollock roe that may be
retai ned onboard a vessel during the pollock fishery. These actions are
necessary to facilitate enforcement of existing regulatory neasures and to
inpl enent a statutory prohibition against the wasteful use of pollock by
stripping roe (eggs) fromfemal e pollock and discarding fenale and nal e
pol | ock carcasses without further processing, comonly known as pollock roe
stripping. The intended effect of this action is to pronote the purposes and
policies of the Magnuson Fishery Conservati on and Managenent Act (Magnuson
Act).
EFFECTI VE DATE: Novenber 4, 1994.
ADDRESSES: Copi es of the environmental assessment/regul atory inpact
review final regulatory flexibility analysis (EA R R FRFA) nay be obtai ned
fromthe Al aska Region, National Marine Fisheries Service, P.O Box 21668
Juneau, AK 99802 (Attn: Lori Gavel). FOR FURTHER | NFORVATI ON CONTACT: Ronal d
J. Berg, 907-586-7228
SUPPLEMENTARY | NFORMATI ON:
Backgr ound

Fi shing for groundfish by U S. vessels in the exclusive econom c zone of
the aulf of Alaska (GDA) and the Bering Sea and Al eutian |slands nanagenent
area (BSAl) is nanaged by the Secretary of Commerce (Secretary) according to
the Fi shery Managenent Plan (FMP) for Groundfish of the GOA and the FMP for
the Groundfish Fishery of the BSAI. The FMPs were prepared by the North
Paci fi c Fishery Managenent Council (Council) under the Magnuson Act and are
i npl enented by regul ati ons governing the U S. groundfish fisheries at 50 CFR
parts 672 and 675. General regulations that also pertain to U S fisheries
appear at 50 CFR part 620.

An expl anation of, and reasons for, the establishnent and specifications
of standard product types and standard PRRs are contained in the notice of
proposed rul emaki ng (58 FR 44643, August 24, 1993). The notice invited
comrents through Septenber 23, 1993. It al so proposed a regul atory anendnent
to reduce the proportion of pollock roe that nay be retai ned onboard a vesse
while participating in the directed pollock fishery. That regul atory amendnent
has al ready been inplenented by a final rule (59 FR 14121, March 25, 1994).
Six letters of comments were received that addressed standard product types
and standard PRRs. They are summari zed and responded to in the Comments
Recei ved section, below. Changes in the Final Rule Fromthe Proposed Rul e
Table 2 is redesignated as Table 1 in 50 CFR 672.20(j) (1), (2) and (3)(i) and

(3)(ii).



The newy designated Table 1 in 50 CFR 672.20(j)(2) is revised as foll ows.

1. Product codes and standard PRRs are established for rex sole in the GOA
to accommpdate a new target species category at 50 CFR 672.20(a) resulting
from 1994 groundfi sh specifications.

2. The standard PRR for rockfish fillets/no skin (code 22) is changed from
0.35 to 0.33, and the standard PRR for scul pins, headed & gutted with roe
(code 4) is changed from0.88 to 0.87. These changes are insignificant and are
made to reflect information contained in the literature for these product
t ypes.

3. A standard PRR for pollock surim of 0.14 was proposed. That rate does
not reflect seasonal variations experienced in this product. Seasona
variations are caused by changes in the physical condition of pollock flesh
during the spawni ng season. This season generally occurs from January through
June, followed by a recuperation period. Starting in July, the condition of
pol I ock flesh inproves, becom ng opti mumduring the |ate sumer nonths. For
this reason, the BSAl pollock non- roe season was changed by regul ation from
June 1 to August 15, beginning in 1993

To investigate seasonal differences in pollock products, NWS revi ened
data fromthe 1993 poll ock roe and non-roe seasons, which occurred January
20- March 8 and August 15-Septenber 22, respectively, for the ““offshore
conmponent.'' NMS also reviewed data fromthe " offshore conponent'' fromthe
1994 pol | ock roe season, which occurred January 20-February 18. These data
contained estinmates of total retained pollock catches as reported by NWFS
observers and anounts of surim produced fromthe retained pollock as reported
by vessels. During the 1993 roe season, 20,934 netric tons (nt) of surim were
produced froma retai ned pollock catch of 134,558 nt resulting in a average
PRR of 0.155. During the 1994 roe season, 23,267 nt of surim were produced
froma retained pollock catch of 144,134 nt, resulting in an average recovery
rate of 0.161. During the non-roe season, 29,878 mt of surim were produced
froma retained pollock catch of 171,320 nt, resulting in an average recovery
rate of 0.17.

Fromthese data, NVFS has determ ned that sufficient infornation exists to
denonstrate seasonal differences in surim recovery rates. Therefore, NWS is
establ i shing a standard PRR of 0.16 for the period January through June and a
standard PRR of 0.17 for the period July through Decenber

4. The standard PRR for pollock skinless/boneless fillets (product code
23) is revised fromO0.22 to 0.21. This revision is based on results of
recovery tests conducted by NVFS observers.

5. The target species category "~ “flathead sole'' had been proposed to be
referenced in Sec. 675.20(a), which was an error. It is now correctly
referenced in Sec. 672.20(a).

6. The target species category ~“other flatfish'' had been proposed to be
referenced in Sec. 672.20(a), which was an error. It is now correctly
referenced in Sec. 675.20(a).

7. The standard PRR for Atka mackerel, headed and gutted western cut (code
7) is changed from0.61 to 0.64, and the standard PRR for Atka nackerel
headed & gutted eastern cut (code 8) is changed fromO0.64 to 0.61 to correct a
transposition error in the proposed rule

8. The product codes 95 for discards and 99 for dockside discards have
been renoved, because they serve no useful purpose. Section 672.20(j)(3) is
revised to limt the aggregate adjustnents of any standard PRR during a
cal endar year that the Regional Director may nake w thout providing
opportunity for prior public coment to no nore than 15 percent of the
standard PRR specified for a precedi ng cal endar year. Aggregate adjustnents



greater than 15 percent nay be nmade after providing notice and opportunity for
prior public coment.
Comment s Recei ved

NMFS received six letters of conmments on the proposed rule. Some comments
addressed standard PRRs for specific products (e.g., surim and deep-skin
fillets made frompollock). Gher coments focused on concerns about being
accountabl e for the standard PRRs that would be different fromactual recovery
rates

Comment 1. A vessel that achieves an actual recovery rate for a product
that varies fromthe standard PRR coul d be prosecuted for violating a directed
fishing closure or Vessel Incentive Program (VIP) rate, or be subject to
hi gher fees under the North Pacific Fisheries Research Plan (Research Pl an),
even though irrefutabl e evidence existed to denonstrate that the vessel's
actual recovery rate was real

Response. NWVFS concurs that a vessel could be prosecuted as stated in the
comrent. A vessel may have to adjust the amounts of products retained onboard
to conply with the regul ations that depend on round- wei ght equival ents
cal cul ated from processed products. A vessel would not be in violation if it
has armounts of products onboard that are consistent with standard PRRs.

Al t hough NMFS consi dered neans by which a vessel could claimit was achieving
a recovery rate that differed froma standard PRR at any particular tinme, NVS
does not have the ability to determ ne whether a vessel's clained recovery
rate was representative of its processing operations or whether it had clai med
a particular recovery rate as a neans of justifying anounts of fish onboard to
avoid violations of directed fishing closures or VIP definitions, or being
charged hi gher fees under the Research Pl an

Comment 2. A vessel that achieves a higher recovery rate for a particular
product receives no benefit under a programthat uses standard PRRs, thereby
di scouragi ng the use of nore efficient and productive equi prent.

Response. Standard PRRs are used to determ ne the anmount of fish caught
because their use is the best practicable nethod of doing so available at this
time. Economic incentives outside the regul atory nanagenent schene exist for
vessel s to increase their product recovery efficiency. As overall fleet
efficiency in producing any particular product increases, NWS will revise the
standard PRR for that product.

Comment 3. By establishing one standard PRR for each product form the
rul e ignores seasonal, area, and vessel-by-vessel variation in actual recovery
rates

Response. NVFS has considered variation in determning that standard PRRs
are necessary to enforce certai n nanagenent neasures. Wiere NWMFS has been abl e
to determne a variation in a PRR over a wide area or season, as in pollock
used for surim (See response to Comment 4, below. ), a separate PRRis
speci fi ed. NWFS does not have the means to account for vessel -by-vessel
seasonal, and area variations froma standard PRR that nmay occur at any
particular tine.

Comment 4. Proposed standard PRRs for certain products are inaccurate
These are listed as foll ows:

1. The standard PRR for pollock surim of 0.14 is too low, given that data
used by NMFS during the 1992 non-roe season reflected product recovery from
smal | -si zed poll ock and that actual recovery rates achi eved by vessels, by
season, shows product recoveries that range from0.12 to 0.30. Data fromthe
1993 fishery should be a nmore reliable source of information

2. The standard PRR for deep skin pollock is too | ow, given that data
submtted to NMFS suggest that the standard PRRis closer to 0.16 or even



0. 18;

3. The standard PRR for headed-and-gutted Pacific cod is too |ow, given
that other sources of published information indicate that the standard PRR
should be in the range of 0.56-0.75 or 0.58-0.64; and

4, QG her standard PRRs may be in error as well.

Response. Wth respect to the standard PRR for pollock surim, NWS has
revi ewed 1993 production infornmati on on a seasonal basis and notes that the
average recovery rate for the period January through June is 0.16 (see
di scussion under the section on Changes In the Final Rule Fromthe Proposed
Rul e). The average recovery rate for the period July through Decenber is 0.17.
The final rule establishes these two recovery rates to accommodat e seasonal
di fferences.

NMFS has reviewed information with respect to PRRs for deep skin pollock
and headed-and-gutted Pacific cod. Deep skin pollock is such a new product
that few data exist to denonstrate the extent of annual variation. On the
basis of infornation avail able, NWFS concludes that 0.13 is an appropriate
standard PRR Wth respect to headed-and-gutted Pacific cod, nmany i ndependent
observers' tests onboard vessels have denonstrated PRRs averaging 0.47 and
0.57, respectively, for eastern and western cut products nmade from Pacific
cod. G her changes nade to PRRs are as noted in the section on Changes In the
Final Rule Fromthe Proposed Rule for the reasons given. NMFS does not have
information that indicates any of the other proposed standard PRRs are in
error; therefore, NWS is establishing themas proposed.

Comment 5. The 15 percent | eeway provided to the Regional Director to nake
adjustnents in standard PRRs wi thout further rul enaking is i nadequate.

Response. Changes in nanagenent neasures sonetines have effects that are
not anticipated. Notice-and-comrent procedures provide the agency and the
public the opportunity to determ ne what such effects nmight be. There is no
limt to the change in a PRR that nay be nmade in any one year. The Regi onal
Director nay nake changes to a PRR without providing opportunity for prior
public comment as long as the aggregate change in any one year does not exceed
15 percent. Changes to a PRR which, when aggregated with all other changes
made during that same cal endar year, are greater than 15 percent require
notice and opportunity for prior public comment to ensure that all data and
all possible effects are consi dered.

NMFS, having revi ewed the purpose of this rule and comrents received, has
determined that it is necessary for fishery conservation and nmanagenent.
Standard PRRs, rather than recovery rates provided by vessel operators, are
necessary to estinmate the round-wei ght equivalent of retained species: (1) To
assign vessels to fisheries for purposes of nonitoring fishery specific
bycat ch al | owances of prohibited species; (2) to nonitor vessel conpliance
with fishery specific bycatch rate standards set forth under the VIP to reduce
prohi bited species bycatch rates; and (3) to cal cul ate round-wei ght
equi val ents for purposes of assessing fees under the Research Plan. This rule
is al so necessary to pronote conpliance with regulations that prohibit pollock
roe stripping as intended by the Magnuson Act.

d assification

The Al aska Region, NWFS, prepared a final regulatory flexibility analysis
as part of the EA/RI R FRFA, which concludes that this rule will have a
significant econom c inpact on a substantial nunber of snmall entities. A copy
of the EAAR R FRFA may be obtained fromthe Regional Director (see ADDRESSES).

This final rule has been determined to be not significant for purposes of
E. O 12866.



Li st of Subjects in 50 CFR Parts 672 and 675

Fi sheries, Reporting and recordkeepi ng requirenents.

Dat ed: Septenber 29, 1994. Gary Matl ock, Program Managenent O ficer,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

For the reasons set out in the preanble, 50 CFR parts 672 and 675 are
amended as fol | ows:

PART 672-- GROUNDFI SH OF THE GULF OF Al aska

1. The authority citation for 50 CFR part 672 continues to read as
fol l ows: Authority: 16 U S. C. 1801 et seq.

2. In Sec. 672.2, a new definition of " Round-weight equivalent'' is
added to read as foll ows:

Sec. 672.2 Definitions.
* * * X% %

Round- wei ght equi val ent neans the wei ght of fish cal culated by dividing
the weight of the primary product made fromthat fish by the standard product
recovery rate for that prinary product as listed in Sec. 672.20(j), or, if not
listed, the weight of fish calculated by dividing the weight of a primary
product by the standard product recovery rate as deternmined using the best
avai | abl e evi dence on a case-hy-case basis.

* % *x * *

Sec. 672.20 Ceneral limtations.
* * * * %

(i) * Kk ok

(3) Only the followi ng product types and standard product recovery rates
may be used to cal cul ate round-wei ght equivalents for pollock for purposes of
t hi s subpar agr aph:

St andard Product Pr oduct
code Product description recovery
rate
07..... Headed and gutted, western cut....................... 0.65
08..... Headed and gutted, eastern cut....................... . 56
10..... Headed and gutted, without tail...................... .50
20..... Fillets with skin &ribs............... ... .......... .35
21..... Fillets with skinon, noribs........................ .30
22..... Fillets with ribs no skin............................ .30
23..... Fillets, skinless, boneless.......................... .21
24. . ... Deep skin fillets...... ... .. . . .. .13
30..... SUM T M e .16
31..... M NG, . 22
32..... MBal . . 17

(j) Standard product types and standard product recovery rates (PRRs)--

(1) Calcul ating round-wei ght equival ents fromstandard PRRs. Round-wei ght
equi val ents for groundfish products shall be cal cul ated using the product
codes and standard PRRs specified in Table 1 of this section.

(2) Adjustments to Table 1 of this section. The Regional Director nay
adj ust standard PRRs and product types specified in Table 1 of this section if
he determ nes that existing standard PRRs are inaccurate or if new product



types are devel oped.

(3) Procedure. Adjustnents to any standard PRR Iisted in Table 1 that are
within and including 15 percent of that standard PRR nay be nade wi t hout
providing notice and opportunity for prior public comment. Adjustnents of any
standard PRR during a cal endar year, when aggregated with all other
adj ustnents made during that year, nay not exceed 15 percent of the standard
PRR listed in Table 1 of this section at the beginning of that cal endar year
and no new product type nmay be announced until NVFS has published notice of
t he proposed adjustrment and/or new product type in the Federal Register and
provided the public with at | east 30 days opportunity for public comment. Any
adjustnent of a PRRthat acts to further restrict the fishery shall not be
effective until 30 days after the date of publication in the Federal Register.
If NVFS nakes any adjustment or announcenment without providing notice and
opportunity for prior public coment, the Regional Director will receive
public comments on the adjustnent or announcenent for a period of 15 days
after its publication in the Federal Register.



Table 1 to Sec. 672.20.--Target Species Categories, Product and Standard Product

672.20(a) (1) and/or 50 CFR 675.20(a) (1)

Codes and Descri ptions, Recovery Rates for Groundfish Species

Referenced in 50 CFR

eastern

means

6 7 8 10 Speci es

2 Headed Headed Headed Headed 12 FMP speci es code Whol e Whol e
4 and and and and 11 Sal ted 13 f ood bai t 3 Bled Gutted gutted
gutted gutted gutted Kirim and W ngs 14 Roe fish fish with western

w o split roe cut cut tail
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Pacific
cod. . ... 110 1.00 1.00 0.98 0.85 0.63 0.57 0.47 0.44 ...... 0.45 ...... 0.05 Arrowtooth
flounder........... ... ... ... ... ... 121 1.00 1.00 0.98 0.90 0. 80 0.72 0. 65 0.62 0.48 ...... ...... 0.08
Rockfish\I\. ... ... .. e 1.00 1.00 0.98 0.88 ...... 0. 60 0.50 ...... ... Lo ool
Scul Pins. .. ... 160 1.00 1.00 0.98 0.87 ...... 0.50 0.40 ...... ... Lo ool oo At ka
mackerel . ... .. 193 1.00 1.00 0.98 0.87 0.67 0. 64 0.61 ... . e e
Pol lock. ... 270 1.00 1.00 0.98 0. 80 0.70 0. 65 0. 56 0.50 ...... ... ... 0. 04
SMEItS. .. 510 1.00 1.00 0.98 0.82 ...... 0.71 ... .. e e e
Eulachon. . ... ... . . 511 1.00 1.00 0.98 0.82 ...... 0.71 .. o e e e e
Capelin...... ... .. ... . . 516 1.00 1.00 0.98 0.89 ...... 0.78 .. ... e e e
Sharks. . ... ..o 689 1.00 1.00 0.98 0.83 ...... 0.72 ... o e o
SKat BS. . .t 700 1.00 1.00 0.98 0.90 ...... ....... 0.32 ...... ... L. 0.32 ......
Sabl ef i sh. . 710 1.00 1.00 0.98 0.89 0.68 0.63 0.50 ...... ... Lo
OCE OPUS. « o e e ettt e 870 1.00 1.00 0.98 0.69 .. e e e e

Target Species Categories Only at 50 CFR 672.20(a)
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Deep wat er
flatfish. ... ... .. .. . . .. 118 1.00 1.00 0.98 0.90 0. 80 0.72 0.65 0.62 0.48 ...... ...... 0. 08 Fl at head
sole. ... 122 1.00 1.00 0.98 0.90 0.80 0.72 0.65 0.62 0.48 ...... ...... 0. 08 Rex
SOl . o 125 1.00 1.00 0.98 0.90 0. 80 0.72 0. 65 0.62 0.48 ...... ...... 0. 08 Shal | ow wat er
flatfish....................... 119 1.00 1.00 0.98 0.90 0. 80 0.72 0.65 0.62 0.48 ...... ...... 0. 08 Thor nyhead
rockfish.. ... ... . .. i 143 1.00 1.00 0.98 0.88 0.55 0.60 0.50 ......  L.li. e e o
Target Species Categories Only at 50 CFR 675.20(a)

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Ot her
flatfish. ... ... ... . ... . .. 120 1.00 1.00 0.98 0.90 0. 80 0.72 0. 65 0.62 0.48 ...... ...... 0. 08 Rock
sole. ... ... . 123 1.00 1.00 0.98 0.90 0.80 0.72 0. 65 0.62 0.48 ...... ...... 0.08 Yellowfin
sole. ... . 127 1.00 1.00 0.98 0.90 0.80 0.72 0. 65 0.62 0.48 ...... ...... 0.08 Greenl and
turbot. ... 134 1. 00 1. 00 0.98 0.90 0.80 0.72 0.65 0.62 0.48 ...... ...... 0.08
SquUIid. ... 875 1.00 1.00 0.98 0.69 ... e e e e
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- \ 1\ Rockf i sh
al| species of Sebastes and Sebastol obus.



Table 1 to Sec. 672.20 (continued).--Target Species Categories, Product Codes and Descriptions, and Standard Product Recovery Rates for G oundfish
Speci es Referenced in 50 CFR 672.20(a)(1) and/or 675.20(a)(1)

Product code

20 22 FMP speci es Speci es 15 17
Fillets: 21 Fillets: 23 24 30 code Pectoral 16 Cheeks 18 19
Wth Fillets: Wth Fillets: Fillets: Surim 31 32 girdle Heads Chi ns Bel ly skin and
Skin on ribs no Skinless/ Deep M nce Meal ribs no ribs skin
bonel ess skin
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Pacific
cod............... 110 0.05 ...... 0.05 ...... 0.01 0.45 0.35 0.25 0.25 ..., 0.15 0.50 0.17 Arrowtooth flounder.......
121 ... o e e 0.32 0.27 0.27 0.22 ... Lo o 0.17 Rockfish.................. ....... ... ...,
0.15 0. 05 0. 05 0.10 0. 40 0. 30 0.33 0.25 ... Lo ol 0.17 Sculpins.................. 160 ... L.
................................................................. 0.17 Atka nmackerel ............. 193 L L e
......................................... 0.15 ...... 0.17 Pollock................... 270 ... .. 0.15 ...... ...... ...... 0.35 0.30
0. 30 0.21 0.13 \1\0.1
6 \2\0.1
7 0.22 0.17
Smelts....... ... ... ... 510 ... e e e e 0.38 e e e e 0.22
Eulachon.................. 511 ... e e e 0.38 ... e e 0.22
Capelin................... D16 e s e e e 0.22
Sharks.................... B89 L e e e e 0. 30 0. 30 0.25 ..o oo 0.17
Skates.................... TOO s e e e 0.17
Sablefish................. 710 ... L. 0.05 ...... ...... 0.35 0. 30 0.30 0.25 ... L., 0.22
Qctopus. ... 870 e s e 0.17
Target Species Categories Only at 50 CFR 672.20(a)
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Deep wat er
flatfish....... 118 . e e 0.32 0.27 0.27 0.22 ... Lol oo 0.17 Flathead sole.............
122 L o e e 0.32 0.27 0.27 0.22 ..o Lol 0.17 Rex sole.................. 125 ...,
........................ 0.32 0.27 0.27 0.22 0.17 Shallow water flatfish.... 119 ... oo o
............ 0.32 0.27 0.27 0.22 0.17 Thornyhead rockfish....... 143 ... 0.20 0.05 0.05 0.05
0. 40 0.30 0.35 0.25 ... e 0.17
Target Species Categories Only at 50 CFR 675.20(a)
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- O her
flatfish............ 120 ... s e 0.32 0.27 0.27 0.22 ... Lol 0.17 Rock
sole........... .. ... 123 L o e o 0.32 0.27 0.27 0.22 ... oo 0.17 Yellowfin

875 ........

\ 1\ St andard
poll ock surim rate during January through June. \ 2\ Standard pollock surim rate
during July through Decenber.



Table 1 to Sec. 672.20 (continued).--Target Species Categories, Product Codes and Descriptions, and Standard Product Recovery Rates for G oundfish
Speci es Referenced in 50 CFR 672.20(a)(1) and 50 CFR 675.20(a) (1)
Product code
-------------------------------------------------------------------- Speci es
37 FMP speci es code 34 35
36 Butterfly 96 98 At- 33 O Mt Stomachs Mantles
backbone Deconposed sea renoved
fish di scards
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Pacific
cod........... 110 ... oo 0.43 0. 00 1.00 Arrowtooth flounder. ..
121 o e e e 0. 00 1.00 Rockfish....... ... ... ... . ... ...
........................ 0. 00 1.00 Sculpins.............. 160 . ... e e
......... 0. 00 1.00 Atka nmackerel ......... 193 L e e 0.
1.00 Pollock............... 270 L. o e e 0.43 0. 00 1.00
Smelts................ 510 ... L e e e 0.00 1.00
Eul achon.............. 511 ... e e e 0. 00 .00
Capelin............... 516 ... e 0. 00 1.00
Sharks................ 689 ... L e 0.00 1. 00
Skates................ 700 .. e e e 0. 00 1.00
Sablefish............. 710 ... e e e 0.00 1. 00
Octopus. ... ... 870 ...... ... ... 0.85 1.00 0.00 1. 00
Target Species Categories Only at 50 CFR 672.20(a)
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Deep water
flatfish... 118 ... L e 0. 00 1.00 Fl athead sole.........
122 .o s e 0.00 1.00 Rex sole.............. 125 ... ...
........................ 0. 00 1.00 Shal | ow water flatfish 119 ... L s e
......... 0.00 1.00 Thornyhead rockfish... 143 .. o e 0.
1.00
Target Species Categories Only at 50 CFR 675.20(a)
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Ct her
flatfish........ 0 0. 00 1.00 Rock sole.............
123 L e e 0. 00 1.00 Yellowfin sole........ 127 ... ..
.............................. 0. 00 1.00 Greenland turbot...... 1
................ 0. 00 1.00 Squid................. 875 ...... 0.75 1.00



PART 675-- GROUNDFI SH OF THE BERI NG SEA AND ALEUTI AN | SLANDS AREA

4., The authority citation for 50 CFR part 675 continues to read as
fol |l ows:
Authority: 16 U S. C 1801 et seq

5. In Sec. 675.2, a new definition of "~ Round-weight equivalent'' is
added to read as foll ows:

Sec. 675.2 Definitions.
* * * X% %

Round- wei ght equi val ent neans the wei ght of fish cal culated by dividing
the weight of the primary product made fromthat fish by the standard product
recovery rate for that prinmary product as listed in Sec. 672.20(j), or, if not
listed, the weight of fish calculated by dividing the weight of a primary
product by the standard product recovery rate as deternmined using the best
avai | abl e evi dence on a case-hby-case basis.

* % * *x %

6. In Sec. 675.20, paragraph (j)(4) is renoved, paragraphs (j)(5)- (j)(7)
are redesi gnated as paragraphs (j)(4)-(j)(6), paragraph (j)(3) is revised, and
a new paragraph (k) is added to read as foll ows:

Sec. 675.20 Ceneral limtations.
* * * * %

(J')***

(3) Only the followi ng product types and standard product recovery rates
may be used to cal cul ate round-wei ght equivalents for pollock for purposes of
t hi s subpar agraph

St andard Product
product code

Product description recovery
rate
07..... Headed and gutted, western cut....................... 0.65
08..... Headed and gutted, eastern cut....................... . 56
10..... Headed and gutted, without tail...................... .50
20..... Fillets with skin &ribs............... ... .......... .35
21..... Fillets with skinon, noribs........................ .30
22..... Fillets with ribs no skin............................ .30
23..... Fillets, skinless, boneless.......................... .21
24. . ... Deep skin fillets....... ... . . .. .13
30..... SUM T M e .16
31..... M NG, . 22
32..... MBal . . 17

(k) Standard product types and standard product recovery rates (PRRs).
Standard product types and standard PRRs pertaining to this section are
governed by provisions set forth in Sec. 672.20(j).
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