MID-ATLANTIC INFORMATION OFFICE CPI ANNOUNCEMENT
Table 1. Consumer Price Indexes, U.S. city average and selected areas, May 2004 (1982-84=100, unless otherwise noted)
All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W)

&

United Phila- Wash. North- South United Phila- Wash. North- South
States delphia -Balt. east States delphia -Balt. east
Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent
change change change change change change change change change change
from from from from from from from from from from
May May May May May May May May May May
Index 2003 Index 2003 Index1/ 2003 Index 2003 Index 2003 Index 2003 Index 2003 Index1/ 2003 Index 2003 Index 2003
Expenditure Category
AllItems 2/, 189.1 31 - - 1189 238 199.9 3.7 1820 2.9 184.7 3.0 - - 1184 2.9 1964 3.8 1788 2.8
All items (1967 = 100) 3/................... 566.4 - - - - - 314.8 - 295.3 - 550.2 - - - - - 306.8 - 289.6 -
Food and beverages 2/................... 1865 4.0 - - 120.3 6.1 188.8 4.1 1839 41 186.0 4.1 - - 120.2 6.4 188.3 4.3 1829 4.2
FOOd 2/ 186.1 4.1 - - 1209 6.6 188.1 4.2 184.0 4.2 185.6 4.2 - - 120.8 6.9 187.8 4.4 183.0 4.3
Food athome........................... 1866 4.9 1942 5.0 119.8 9.7 189.1 53 1821 5.0 1858 5.1 1955 5.8 1200 9.7 188.7 5.6 1809 5.1
Food away from home 4/............. 186.7 2.9 - - 120.2 31 1894 26 189.3 3.2 186.6 2.9 - - 1200 238 1894 2.6 1885 3.2
Alcoholic beverages 4/.................. 1917 2.7 - - 110.8 0.0 196.2 2.9 1822 25 1920 238 - - 1111 -01 1941 31 181.8 3.1
Housing 2/......ccviiiiiiiiii e 1889 24 - - 1244 29 208.2 3.7 1732 22 1841 2.3 - - 1243 2.8 203.6 3.6 1709 20
Shelter......ooooiiiii 218.7 2.8 2443 51 1291 35 2514 43 1933 24 2118 2.6 2468 52 129.2 34 2455 4.1 190.8 2.1
Rent of primary residence 2/ 7/..... 210.2 2.6 2195 46 1339 31 2335 44 1873 15 2094 26 2195 46 1339 3.2 2321 4.4 186.7 15
Owners' equivalent rent
of primary residence 5/ 7/...... 2243 24 2426 4.8 1275 35 261.0 4.2 1939 2.0 2036 23 2157 438 126.9 3.3 2293 4.1 180.6 1.9
Fuels and utilities......................... 1581 2.9 - - 1135 1.9 150.9 34 159.0 3.7 1574 2.9 - - 1101 0.6 150.2 3.4 159.0 3.7
FUels.......ooiiii 1404 21 1433 7.7 1120 1.7 1395 3.2 136.1 2.7 139.3 22 1423 7.9 108.6 05 138.7 31 1351 29
Gas (piped) and electricity 7/...... 146.8 1.6 160.0 7.5 109.2 1.7 150.7 1.8 137.7 2.6 1461 1.8 1595 7.6 1070 05 150.6 1.9 137.2 28
Electricity 7/.......cccoooviiiiiiinnis 1395 0.6 150.0 4.8 99.8 0.9 137.3 1.2 130.6 3.7 138.7 0.7 150.0 4.8 99.5 0.7 137.2 1.0 130.2 3.7
Utility (piped) gas service 7/...... 1728 3.9 185.7 122 143.0 45 1775 2.7 179.6 -15 1731 4.2 185.7 122 1436 0.7 1774 31 182.1 -1.5
Household furnishings and
operations.............cccceevvene... 1254 -0.7 - - 108.0 -1.1 126.6 -1.0 125.7 -0.7 1211 -0.7 - - 1054 -15 1204 -1.2 120.8 -0.9
Apparel 2/ 1234 0.7 - - 86.8 -5.2 1234 5.7 1351 -1.4 1228 11 - - 879 -39 121.3 54 1353 -0.5
Transportation 2/.............cocceeeeeenns 165.2 5.1 - - 113.0 41 165.2 4.8 1619 5.7 163.6 4.7 - - 112.2 4.4 166.3 5.1 1595 5.0
Private transportation................... 1615 55 - - 112.8 4.7 159.7 5.2 160.5 5.9 160.9 5.0 - - 1121 4.7 1620 5.4 158.2 5.1
Motor fuel..........cooooii i 170.5 29.9 169.5 24.1 162.4 22.8 161.9 26.6 164.4 31.6 1711 301 169.5 24.1 162.1 23.0 162.0 26.8 164.2 31.7
Gasoline..........coeevivi i 169.8 30.0 167.1 24.2 162.9 231 1611 26.7 163.7 31.8 170.4 30.2 167.1 24.2 162.6 23.3 161.2 26.7 163.5 31.9
Medical care 2/..........ccccoevvieninnnn. 309.0 4.6 - - 1205 24 328.8 4.6 298.0 3.9 308.4 4.7 - - 1195 24 325.2 47 299.0 4.0
Recreation 6/..........c.cooviiiiienennnns 108.8 1.1 - - 110.8 -0.6 1110 14 1091 1.1 106.6 1.0 - - 108.1 -0.1 109.8 1.6 106.8 0.9
Education and communication 6/...... 110.6 1.8 - - 1122 04 1110 1.6 109.2 1.0 109.2 11 - - 1095 -0.2 109.2 0.7 107.1 0.2
Other goods and services 2/............ 303.8 1.9 - - 135.7 0.6 327.8 2.9 2911 15 3115 1.8 - - 1459 05 348.6 3.1 2959 1.2
Energy 2/................. 154.1 15.0 152.0 14.8 1315 11.7 149.3 12.7 1459 15.6 1545 16.0 149.3 14.8 130.7 11.8 149.2 135 146.0 16.5

1/For Wash.-Balt., Dec. 1997=100 unless otherwise noted. 2/For
Wash.-Balt., Nov. 1996=100. 3/For the Northeast and the South,
Dec. 1977=100. 4/For Wash.-Balt., Nov.1997=100. 5/CPI-U data
for the U.S., Phila., Northeast, and South are on the Dec 1982=100
base. CPI-W data for those same areas are on the Dec. 1984=100
base. 6/Indexes are on the Dec. 1997=100 base. 7/This index
series was calculated using a Laspeyres estimator. All other item
stratum index series converted to a geometric means estimator in
January, 1999. Area Definitions

Philadelphia-Wilmington-Atlantic City, PA-DE-NJ-MD, CMSA
Pennsylvania Portion: Bucks, Chester, Delaware, Montgomery,
and Philadelphia Counties; New Jersey Portion: Atlantic,
Burlington, Camden, Cape May, Cumberland, Gloucester, and
Salem Counties; Delaware Portion: New Castle County; and
Maryland Portion: Cecil County

Washington-Baltimore, DC-MD-VA-WYV, CMSA
District of Columbia Portion: Washington, D.C.; Maryland P ortion: Anne Arun-
del, Baltimore, Calvert, Carroll, Charles, Frederick, Harford, Howard, Mont-
gomery, Prince George's, Queen Anne's and Washington Counties, and Bal-
timore City; Virginia Portion: Arlington, Clarke, Culpepper, Fairfax, Fauquier,
King George, Loudoun, Prince William, Spotsylvania, Stafford and Warren
Counties, and Alexandria, Fairfax, Falls Church, Fredericksburg, Manassas, and
Manassas Park Cities; West Virginia Portion: Berkeley and Jefferson Counties
Northeast
Connecticut, Maine, Massachusettes, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York,
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, and Vermont
South
Alabama, Arkansas, Delaware, District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky,
Louisiana, Maryland, Mississippi, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Cardlina,
Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, West Virginia

CHANGES TO LOCAL AREA SERIES
Due to the revised MSA definitions, a single index is now
published bimonthly for the Washington-Baltimore,
CMSA. The separate indexes for Washington, DC-MD-
VA, and Baltimore, MD, will no longer be published.

Indexes for the Philadelphia area are now published
bimonthly. The area definition also changed from
Philadelphia-Wilmington-Trenton, PA-DE-NJ-MD, to
Philadelphia-Wilmington-Atlantic City, PA-DE-NJ-MD.
Trenton is now part of the New York area.

In January and July each year, semi-annual average
indexes will be published for Pittsburgh, PA. Bimonthly
indexes have been discontinued. Butler County was
added to the area definition.

JUNE INDEXES ARE SCHEDULED FOR RELEASE AT 8:30 A.M., JULY 16, 2004



Table 2. Consumer Price Index and percent change, all items, U.S. city average and selected areas 1982-84=100, unless otherwise noted

All Urban Consumers (CPI-U)

Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers

Indexes Percent change to Indexes Percent change to

May 2004 from -- May 2004 from --
Apr. May May Mar. Apr. Apr. May May Mar. Apr.
2004 2004 2003 2004 2004 2004 2004 2003 2004 2004
U.S. City QVErage ..........cooeviiiiiiiiiiiiii e e, 188.0 189.1 3.1 0.9 0.6 1835 184.7 3.0 1.0 0.7
Chicago-Gary-Kenosha, IL-IN-WI ........................ 187.2 188.7 2.9 1.3 0.8 180.6 182.2 2.8 14 0.9
Los Angeles-Riverside-Orange County, CA .......... 1919 1933 3.7 0.9 0.7 185.2 186.8 3.8 1.0 0.9

New York-Northern N.J.-Long Island,

NY-NJ-CT-PA ..o . 2040 2044 3.9 0.5 0.2 1985 199.1 3.9 0.5 0.3
Boston-Brockton-Nashua, MA-NH-ME-CT ............ - 208.7 3.2 0.0 - - 207.9 3.0 0.2 -
Cleveland-Akron, OH - 181.3 35 0.7 - - 172.6 3.8 0.9 -
Dallas-Fort Worth, TX - 1791 1.2 0.8 - - 1795 1.8 11 -
Washington-Baltimore, DC-MD-VA-WV (1) ........... - 1189 2.8 0.7 - - 1184 2.9 0.7 -
Atlanta, GA..........coooiiii 182.3 - - - - 180.0 - - - -
Detroit-Ann Arbor-Flint, Ml ... 1847 - - - - 179.3 - - - -
Houston-Galveston-Brazoria, TX .......c.ccovvvviiiiennn. 169.7 - - - - 166.8 - - - -
Miami-Fort Lauderdale, FL .......................coce...... 185.2 - - - - 182.6 - - - -
Philadelphia-Wilmington-Atlantic City,

PA-NJ-DE-MD .....cccooiiiiiiiiiiii e 194.8 - - - - 194.0 - - - -
San Francisco-Oakland-San Jose, CA ................. 198.3 - - - - 194.7 - - - -
Seattle-Tacoma-Bremerton, WA ...........ccoovvvvnnnn. 194.3 - - - - 189.1 - - - -
(1) Indexes on a November 1996=100 base.
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Consumer Price Index, May 2004

Note to CPI users:

This announcement details Consumer Price Indexes for two population groups: All Urban
Consumers (CPI-U) and Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W). Both indexes reflect
1982-84 spending patterns. Monthly percent changes are shown for the U.S. and five large areas;
bimonthly data are presented for the remaining areas. Area indexes do not measure differences in th
levels of prices among cities; they only measure the average change in prices for each area since the
base period.

Local area CPI indexes are by-products of the national CPI program. Because each local index is a
small subset of the national index, it has a smaller sample size and is, therefore, subject to
substantially more sampling and other measurement error than the national index. As a result, area
indexes show greater volatility than the national index, although their long-term trends are quite
similar. Therefore, the Bureau of Labor Statistics strongly urges users to consider adopting the
national average CPI for use in escalator clauses.

This announcement is primarily intended for those users requiring the current indexes on a regular
basis. More detailed information may be obtained by writing this office, calling (215) 597-3282, or
faxing (215) 861-5720. For accuracy in requesting changes to this mailing list, please notify this
office in writing. Such requests should be accompanied by a copy of the old mailing label.
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Regional Commissioner
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TO SERVE YOU —BLS data from our “Ready
Facts” catalog are at your finger tips with
three automated services:

Fax-on-Demand — (215) 597-4153
CPI Hotlines with fax-back —
Philadelphia — (215) 656-3948
Pittsburgh — (412) 644-2900
Washington-Baltimore— (410) 962-4898
World Wide Web — WWW.BLS.GOV

or call our information services line —
(215) 597-DATA (597-3282)
or fax requests to — (215) 861-5720

Need Annual and semi-annual CPI data
fast? Use our Fax-on-Demand system.
Enter 9125 for data on areas in the
Philadelphia region.




