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Arlington, Virginia 22209-3939 

To Whom It May Concern: 

My name is Jimmy Bonds and I have been a coal miner for over twenty-two years, all 
of it in underground coal mines. When I started working in the mines in 1972, we did not 
have the mining technology that we have now, especially the long-wall mining. The Mine 
Safety and Health Act of 1969was in its infancy and they were just beginning to enforce 

The 1969 Mine Safety and Health Act in cleaning up the mines and 
safer conditions in the mines. However, in the early 1990’s the cover on the 

practice of and dust sampling was removed and the 
public became aware of that coal miners had known the 
sampling was not being the samples that were were 
misleading and 
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Our miners, in their forties and are dying from complicated black lung, 




