
We have experienced many examples of minor release of toric 

materials into the atmosphere, despite the most careful precautions, 

in nuc$.ear test experiments. The Sku3.X Vall‘ey incident was a aXear 

warning about sd.miIar acczidents in field tests of chemicaE warfare 
agents. It showed how. the security blsnket prevents a critical 

fcrrethought about unewectsd hazards to the ]eublfe; it also illus- 

t&ted how far a security-boun& activity must go in covering ug its 

mist&es after they w happen, againh the full use of 

informed professional judgment in protect%ng the public. 

&en we consider biolbgioal warfsre agents, we must remember that 

no rekease is s minor one.* The characteafWic of these is 
u&knowingly 

that they propagate, so that a singl'e particle 3x&g& inhaled by a 

sihgle person, hundreds of miles from the point of release could s.tart 

a devas-ta ting epidemic, whose original source might never be provable. 

agents can also infect wild animals, with a Long chain of 

infection in them and in their parasites, before man is invoWed. As 

dormant spores, these agents can persist for years, perhaps even een- 

turies, before being unwittingly rev5ved and infecting man. Every open 

field test of a human pathogen is a global experiment; those who would 

conduct such experiments must answer- to mank2indL for the consequences. 


