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T h e  ,b a c te r i o p h ages  fo r m  a  d i ve rse  g r o u p  o f v i r uses  th a t m u l tip L y  i n  b a c te r i a l  
x  

cel ls.  Th is  b o o k  desc r i bes  th e  type  ca l l ed  to g e th e r  w i th  o th e r  p h a g e s  th a t c a n  b e  
h  

a ss i g n ed  to  th e  s a m e  spec ies .  In  th i s  c h a p te r  w e  p r e s en t g e ne r a l  character is t ics 

o f ~ 1 ~ & e  spec ies ,  a n d  exp l a i n  h o w  h  c a m e  to  b e  th e  sub jec t  o f i n tens ive  study.  

L a m b d a  is o n e  o f a  fe w  we l l  k n o w n  g e n e tic e l e m e n ts,ca l led e p i s omes , th a t a r e  

a b l e  to  rep l i ca te  i n  th e  ce l l  e i the r  a u to n o m o u s l y  o r  as  pa r t  o f th e  b a c ter ia ;  

c h r o m o s o m e . T h e  p ro to typ ic  e p i s o m e  is th e  fert i l i ty a g e n t F  o f E . coi i .  L i ke  A , 

i- i  c a n  b e  d i s p e nsed  wi th  a l t oge the r  i n  th e  ce l l  e c o n o m y . 

B e fo r e  r e a d i n g  th is  b o o k , n e w c o m e r s  to  l a m b d a  s hou l d  consu l t  S te n t: ( 1 9 63 )  

*'Mo l ecu l a r  B i o l ogy  o f B a c te r ia l  V i r uses "  fo r  th e  h istor ica l ,  m ic rob io log ica l ,  o r  

b i o chem i ca l  b a c k g r o u n d  th e y  m a y  n e e d . They  s hou l d  a l so  r e a d  C a m p b e l l 's " E p i s omes "  

( 1 969 )  fo r  a n  app rec i a t i on  o f th e  c o m p a r a t ive b i o l o gy  o f th o s e  e l e m e n ts. 


