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COMMENTS RE: DUST RULES PROPOSAL 

My name is Calvin and I was a coal miner for thirty-five years, all of in 
coal mines. When I started in the mines in the we did not have 

the mining technology that we have now, the long-wall mining. There was no 1969 
Safety and Health Act, and you did not “raise a lot of dust with a pick shovel! But, 

now, with production at an all time high due to modern technology and equipment, we 
are churning out mega coal and silica dust on a daily basis! 

The 1969Mine Safety and Health Act was instrumental in cleaning up the mines and 
maintaining safer conditions in the mines. However, in the early 1990’s the cover on the 
employer’s habitual practice of obtaining and submitting fraudulent dust sampling was 
removed and the public became aware of something that coal miners had known from the 

- the dust samples that were submitted were often misleading and 
falsified! Over 160 companies individuals were criminally prosecuted for fraudulent 
dust sampling aimed at concealing the high dust levels miners were being exposed to daily. 

In 1996, the Federal Advisory Committee was appointed by the Secretary of Labor to 
develop recommended actions on the elimination of pneumoconiosis among coal miners. 
Those included MSHA “taking over” the mine operator-controlled compliance dust 

program, increase the number of shifts on dust sampling is conducted, 
operate the dust samplers the have MSHA the dust control plan at the mines 
to sure that the plan would control the dust, lower the 2.0 respirable dust levels, 
increase the sampling of the dust in the in the out-by, and require continuous 
of the dust levels. 

these 2003 Rules not only to ring about the 
action, they will 

place. We have been told that the new rule eliminates mine operator compliance sampling; 
compliance sampling will be reduced by as much as 90% 

increases in unhealthy respirable dust concentrationsby as much as four times the current dust 
levels. At the maximum, dust levels would have to go well over 9 mg before 
would issue a citation. 
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