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TABLE 8.—FINAL 2007 SEASONAL APPORTIONMENTS AND ALLOCATION OF PACIFIC COD TAC AMOUNTS IN THE GULF OF 
ALASKA; ALLOCATIONS FOR PROCESSING BY THE INSHORE AND OFFSHORE COMPONENTS 

[Values are rounded to the nearest metric ton] 

Season Regulatory area TAC 
Component allocation 

Inshore (90%) Offshore (10%) 

Western .......................................... 14,469 13,022 1,447 
A season (60%) .................................................. ......................................................... 8,681 7,813 868 
B season (40%) .................................................. ......................................................... 5,788 5,209 579 

Central ............................................ 20,405 18,365 2,040 
A season (60%) .................................................. ......................................................... 12,243 11,019 1,224 
B season (40%) .................................................. ......................................................... 8,162 7,346 816 

Eastern ........................................... 2,671 2,404 267 

Total ............................................................. ......................................................... 37,545 33,791 3,754 

Demersal Shelf Rockfish 
In a commercial fisheries news release 

dated December 9, 2005, the ADF&G 
announced the closure to directed 
fishing for demersal shelf rockfish (DSR) 
in the SEO District for 2006. The 
ADF&G estimates that the incidental 
catch mortality in the commercial 
halibut fishery combined with the 
estimated DSR catch in the charter and 
sport fisheries will exceed the TAC; 
therefore, a directed fishery in the SEO 
District cannot be prosecuted (5 AAC 
28.160 (c))). NMFS reminds all 
fishermen that full retention of all DSR 
by federally permitted catcher vessels 
using hook-and-line or jig gear fishing 
for groundfish and Pacific halibut in the 
SEO District of the GOA is required 
(§ 679.20(j)). 

Halibut PSC Limits 
Section 679.21(d) establishes the 

annual halibut PSC limit 
apportionments to trawl and hook-and- 
line gear and may establish 
apportionments for pot gear. In 
December 2005, the Council 
recommended that NMFS maintain the 
2005 halibut PSC limits of 2,000 mt for 
the trawl fisheries and 300 mt for the 
hook-and-line fisheries. Ten mt of the 
hook-and-line limit is further allocated 
to the DSR fishery in the SEO District. 
The DSR fishery is defined at 
§ 679.21(d)(4)(iii)(A). This fishery has 
been apportioned 10 mt in recognition 
of its small scale harvests. Most vessels 
in the DSR fishery are less than 60 ft 
(18.3 m) length overall (LOA) and are 
exempt from observer coverage. 
Therefore, observer data are not 
available to verify actual bycatch 
amounts. NMFS assumes the halibut 
bycatch in the DSR fishery is low 
because of the short soak times for the 
gear and duration of the DSR fishery. 
Also, the DSR fishery occurs in the 
winter when less overlap occurs in the 
distribution of DSR and halibut. 

Section 679.21(d)(4)(iii)(A) authorizes 
the exemption of specified non-trawl 
fisheries from the halibut PSC limit. The 
Council recommended that pot gear, jig 
gear, and the hook-and-line sablefish 
fishery be exempted from the non-trawl 
halibut limit for 2006 and 2007. The 
Council recommended these 
exemptions because: (1) The pot gear 
fisheries experience low annual halibut 
bycatch mortality (averaging 18 mt 
annually from 2001 through 2005); (2) 
the Individual Fishing Quota (IFQ) 
program requires legal-sized halibut to 
be retained by vessels using hook-and- 
line gear if a halibut IFQ permit holder 
is aboard and is holding unused halibut 
IFQ; and (3) halibut mortality for the jig 
gear fleet cannot be estimated because 
these vessels do not carry observers. 
NMFS assumes halibut mortality is very 
low, given the small amount of 
groundfish harvested annually by jig 
gear (averaging 298 mt annually from 
2001 through 2005), and the survival 
rates of any halibut incidentally caught 
by jig gear and released are high. 

Section 679.21(d)(5) requires NMFS to 
seasonally apportion the halibut PSC 
limits based on recommendations from 
the Council. The FMP and regulations 
require that the Council and NMFS 
consider the following information in 
seasonally apportioning halibut PSC 
limits: (1) Seasonal distribution of 
halibut, (2) seasonal distribution of 
target groundfish species relative to 
halibut distribution, (3) expected 
halibut bycatch needs on a seasonal 
basis relative to changes in halibut 
biomass and expected catch of target 
groundfish species, (4) expected bycatch 
rates on a seasonal basis, (5) expected 
changes in directed groundfish fishing 
seasons, (6) expected actual start of 
fishing effort, and (7) economic effects 
of establishing seasonal halibut 
allocations on segments of the target 
groundfish industry. 

The final 2005 and 2006 harvest 
specifications (70 FR 8958, February 24, 
2005) summarized the Council’s and 
NMFS’ findings with respect to each of 
these FMP considerations. The 
Council’s and NMFS’ findings for 2006 
and 2007 are unchanged from 2005. The 
opening date for the third seasonal 
allowance of the trawl halibut PSC limit 
and the start date for directed fishing for 
rockfish by trawl gear is July 1 in 2006 
and 2007. This date will facilitate 
inseason management of the rockfish 
fisheries and reduce the effect of the 
rockfish fisheries on the annual NMFS 
sablefish survey that occurs later in July. 

NMFS concurs with the Council’s 
recommendations described here and 
listed in Table 9. Section 
679.21(d)(5)(iii) and (iv) specify that any 
underages or overages in a seasonal 
apportionment of a PSC limit will be 
deducted from or added to the next 
respective seasonal apportionment 
within the 2006 and 2007 fishing years. 
The information to establish the halibut 
PSC limits was obtained from the 2005 
SAFE report, NMFS, ADF&G, the 
International Pacific Halibut 
Commission (IPHC), and public 
testimony. 

Estimated Halibut Bycatch in Prior 
Years 

The best available information on 
estimated halibut bycatch is data 
collected by observers during 2005. The 
calculated halibut bycatch mortality by 
trawl, hook-and-line, and pot gear 
through December 31, 2005, is 2,012 mt, 
194 mt, and 45 mt, respectively, for a 
total halibut mortality of 2,251 mt. 

Halibut bycatch restrictions 
seasonally constrained trawl gear 
fisheries during the 2005 fishing year. 
Trawling during the first season closed 
for the deep-water complex on March 23 
(70 FR 15600, March 28, 2005) and 
during the second season on April 8 (70 
FR 19339, April 13, 2005). The April 8 
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