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TABLE 9.—FINAL 2006 AND 2007 PACIFIC HALIBUT PSC LIMITS, ALLOWANCES, AND APPORTIONMENTS 
[Values are in metric tons] 

Trawl gear Hook-and-line gear 1 

Dates Amount 
Other than DRS DSR 

Dates Amount Dates Amount 

January 20–April 1 ................ 550 (27.5%) January 1–June 10 ............... 250 (86%) January 1–December 31 ...... 10 (100%) 
April 1—July 1 ....................... 400 (20%) June 10–September 1 .......... 5 (2%) ............................................... ........................
July 1–September 1 .............. 600 (30%) September 1–December 31 35 (12%) ............................................... ........................
September 1–October 1 ........ 150 (7.5%) ............................................... ........................ ............................................... ........................
October 1–December 31 ....... 300 (15%) ............................................... ........................ ............................................... ........................

Total ............................... 2,000 (100%) ............................................... 290 (100%) ............................................... 10 (100%) 

1 The Pacific halibut PSC limit for hook-and-line gear is allocated to the demersal shelf rockfish (DSR) fishery and fisheries other than DSR. 
The hook-and-line sablefish fishery is exempt from halibut PSC limits. 

Section 679.21(d)(3)(ii) authorizes the 
further apportionment of the trawl 
halibut PSC limit to trawl fishery 
categories. The annual apportionments 
are based on each category’s 
proportional share of the anticipated 
halibut bycatch mortality and 
optimization of the total amount of 

groundfish harvest under the halibut 
PSC limit. The fishery categories for the 
trawl halibut PSC limits are: (1) A deep- 
water species complex, comprised of 
sablefish, rockfish, deep-water flatfish, 
rex sole and arrowtooth flounder; and 
(2) a shallow-water species complex, 
comprised of pollock, Pacific cod, 

shallow-water flatfish, flathead sole, 
Atka mackerel, skates, and ‘‘other 
species’’ (§ 679.21(d)(3)(iii)). The final 
seasonal 2006 and 2007 apportionments 
for the two fishery complexes are 
presented in Table 10. 

TABLE 10.—FINAL 2006 AND 2007 APPORTIONMENT OF PACIFIC HALIBUT PSC TRAWL LIMITS BETWEEN THE TRAWL 
GEAR DEEP-WATER SPECIES COMPLEX AND THE SHALLOW-WATER SPECIES COMPLEX 

[Values are in metric tons] 

Season Shallow-water Deep-water Total 

January 20–April 1 ..................................................................................................... 450 100 550 
April 1–July 1 ............................................................................................................. 100 300 400 
July 1–September 1 ................................................................................................... 200 400 600 
September 1–October 1 ............................................................................................ 150 Any remainder 150 
Subtotal January 20–October 1 ................................................................................. 900 800 1,700 
October 1–December 31 1 ......................................................................................... n/a n/a 300 

Total .................................................................................................................... n/a n/a n/a 

1 There is no apportionment between shallow-water and deep-water fishery complexes during the 5th season (October 1–December 31). 

Halibut Discard Mortality Rates 

The Council recommends and NMFS 
concurs that the recommended halibut 
discard mortality rates (DMRs) 
developed by the staff of the IPHC for 
the 2005 GOA groundfish fisheries be 
used to monitor the 2006 and 2007 GOA 
halibut bycatch mortality limits. The 
IPHC recommended use of long-term 
average DMRs for the 2004–2006 
groundfish fisheries. The IPHC 
recommendation also includes a 
provision that DMRs could be revised 

should analysis indicate that a fishery’s 
annual DMR deviates substantially (up 
or down) from the long-term average. 
Most of the IPHC’s assumed DMRs were 
based on an average of mortality rates 
determined from NMFS observer data 
collected between 1993 and 2002. DMRs 
were lacking for some fisheries, so rates 
from the most recent years were used. 
For the ‘‘other species’’ and skate 
fisheries, where insufficient mortality 
data are available, the mortality rate of 
halibut caught in the Pacific cod fishery 
for each gear type was recommended as 

a default rate. The GOA DMRs for 2006 
and 2007 are unchanged from those 
used in 2005. The DMRs for hook-and- 
line targeted fisheries range from 8 to 13 
percent. The DMRs for trawl targeted 
fisheries range from 57 to 75 percent. 
The DMRs for all pot targeted fisheries 
are 17 percent. The final DMRs for 2006 
and 2007 are listed in Table 11. The 
justification for these DMRs is discussed 
in Appendix A of the 2004 SAFE report 
dated November 2004. In December 
2006, the IPHC will recommend DMRs 
for the 2007–2009 groundfish fisheries. 

TABLE 11.—FINAL 2006 AND 2007 HALIBUT DISCARD MORTALITY RATES FOR VESSELS FISHING IN THE GULF OF ALASKA 
[Listed values are percentages of halibut bycatch assumed to be dead] 

Gear Target 
Mortality 

rate 
(percent) 

Hook-and-line ................................................................................. Other species ................................................................................ 13 
Skates ........................................................................................... 13 
Pacific cod .................................................................................... 13 
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