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recommended and NMFS concurs with 
the DMRs recommended by the IPHC for 

2006 and 2007 CDQ fisheries. The 
justification for the DMRs is discussed 

in Appendix A of the SAFE report dated 
November 2004. 

TABLE 8.—2006 AND 2007 ASSUMED PACIFIC HALIBUT DISCARD MORTALITY RATES FOR THE BSAI FISHERIES 

Fishery 

Preseason 
assumed 
mortality 
(percent) 

Hook-and-line gear fisheries: 
Greenland turbot ............................................................................................................................................................................... 15 
Other species ................................................................................................................................................................................... 11 
Pacific cod ........................................................................................................................................................................................ 11 
Rockfish ............................................................................................................................................................................................ 16 

Trawl gear fisheries: 
Atka mackerel ................................................................................................................................................................................... 78 
Flathead sole .................................................................................................................................................................................... 67 
Greenland turbot ............................................................................................................................................................................... 72 
Non-pelagic pollock .......................................................................................................................................................................... 76 
Pelagic pollock .................................................................................................................................................................................. 85 
Other flatfish ..................................................................................................................................................................................... 71 
Other species ................................................................................................................................................................................... 67 
Pacific cod ........................................................................................................................................................................................ 68 
Rockfish ............................................................................................................................................................................................ 74 
Rock sole .......................................................................................................................................................................................... 77 
Sablefish ........................................................................................................................................................................................... 49 
Yellowfin sole .................................................................................................................................................................................... 78 

Pot gear fisheries: 
Other species ................................................................................................................................................................................... 8 
Pacific cod ........................................................................................................................................................................................ 8 

CDQ trawl fisheries: 
Atka mackerel ................................................................................................................................................................................... 86 
Flathead sole .................................................................................................................................................................................... 67 
Non-pelagic pollock .......................................................................................................................................................................... 85 
Pelagic pollock .................................................................................................................................................................................. 89 
Rockfish ............................................................................................................................................................................................ 74 
Yellowfin sole .................................................................................................................................................................................... 85 

CDQ hook-and-line fisheries: 
Greenland turbot ............................................................................................................................................................................... 15 
Pacific cod ........................................................................................................................................................................................ 10 

CDQ pot fisheries: 
Pacific cod ........................................................................................................................................................................................ 8 
Sablefish ........................................................................................................................................................................................... 30 

Directed Fishing Closures 

In accordance with § 679.20(d)(1)(i), 
the Regional Administrator may 
establish a directed fishing allowance 
for a species or species group, if the 
Regional Administrator determines that 
any allocation or apportionment of a 
target species or ‘‘other species’’ 
category has been or will be reached. If 
the Regional Administrator establishes a 

directed fishing allowance, and that 
allowance is or will be reached before 
the end of the fishing year, NMFS will 
prohibit directed fishing for that species 
or species group in the specified subarea 
or district (see § 697.20(d)(1)(iii)). 
Similarly, pursuant to § 679.21(e), if the 
Regional Administrator determines that 
a fishery category’s bycatch allowance 
of halibut, red king crab, C. bairdi crab 
or C. opilio crab for a specified area has 

been reached, the Regional 
Administrator will prohibit directed 
fishing for each species in that category 
in the specified area. 

The Regional Administrator has 
determined that the remaining 
allocation amounts in Table 9 will be 
necessary as incidental catch to support 
other anticipated groundfish fisheries 
for the 2006 and 2007 fishing year. 

TABLE 9.—2006 AND 2007 DIRECTED FISHING CLOSURES 1 
[Amounts are in metric tons] 

Area Species 

2006 
incidental 

catch 
allowance 

2007 
incidental 

catch 
allowance 

Bogoslof District ................................................................ Pollock .............................................................................. 10 10 
Aleutian Islands subarea .................................................. ICA Pollock ....................................................................... 1,800 1,800 

‘‘Other rockfish’’ ................................................................ 502 502 
Bering Sea subarea .......................................................... Pacific ocean perch .......................................................... 1,190 2,516 

‘‘Other rockfish’’ ................................................................ 426 750 
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands ...................................... Northern rockfish .............................................................. 4,163 4,625 

Shortraker rockfish ........................................................... 537 537 
Rougheye rockfish ........................................................... 207 207 
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TABLE 9.—2006 AND 2007 DIRECTED FISHING CLOSURES 1—Continued 
[Amounts are in metric tons] 

Area Species 

2006 
incidental 

catch 
allowance 

2007 
incidental 

catch 
allowance 

‘‘Other species’’ ................................................................ 24,650 22,950 
CDQ Northern rockfish ..................................................... 338 375 
CDQ Shortraker rockfish .................................................. 44 44 
CDQ Rougheye rockfish .................................................. 17 17 
CDQ ‘‘Other species’’ ....................................................... 2,175 2,025 

1 Maximum retainable amounts may be found in Table 11 to 50 CFR part 679. 

Consequently, in accordance with 
§ 679.20(d)(1)(i), the Regional 
Administrator establishes the directed 
fishing allowances for the above species 
or species groups as zero. Therefore, in 
accordance with § 679.20(d)(1)(iii), 
NMFS is prohibiting directed fishing for 
these species in the specified areas 
effective at 1200 hrs, A.l.t., March 3, 
2006 through 2400 hrs, A.l.t., December 
31, 2007. 

In addition, the BSAI Zone 1 annual 
red king crab allowance specified for the 
trawl rockfish fishery (see 
§ 679.21(e)(3)(iv)(D)) is 0 mt and the 
BSAI first seasonal halibut bycatch 
allowance specified for the trawl 
rockfish fishery is 0 mt. Also, the BSAI 
annual halibut bycatch allowance 
specified for the trawl Greenland turbot/ 
arrowtooth flounder/sablefish fishery 
categories is 0 mt (see 
§ 679.21(e)(3)(iv)(C)). Therefore, in 
accordance with § 679.21(e)(7)(ii) and 
(v), NMFS is prohibiting directed 
fishing for rockfish by vessels using 
trawl gear in Zone 1 of the BSAI and 
directed fishing for Greenland turbot/ 
arrowtooth flounder/sablefish by vessels 
using trawl gear in the BSAI effective at 
1200 hrs, A.l.t., March 3, 2006 through 
2400 hrs, A.l.t., December 31, 2007. 
NMFS also is prohibiting directed 
fishing for rockfish outside Zone 1 in 
the BSAI through 1200 hrs, A.l.t., July 
1, 2006 for 2006 and July 1, 2007 for 
2007. 

Under authority of the 2005 and 2006 
final harvest specifications (70 FR 8979, 
February 24, 2005), NMFS prohibited 
directed fishing for Atka mackerel in the 
Eastern Aleutian District and the Bering 
Sea subarea of the BSAI effective 1200 
hrs, A.l.t., January 20, 2006, through 
1200 hrs, A.l.t., September 1, 2006 (71 
FR 4528, January 27, 2006). NMFS 
opened the first directed fisheries in the 
HLA in area 542 and area 543 effective 
1200 hrs, A.l.t., January 22, 2006. The 
first HLA fishery in area 542 and area 

543 remained open through 1200 hrs, 
A.l.t., February 5, 2006. The second 
directed fisheries in the HLA in area 542 
and area 543 opened effective 1200 hrs, 
A.l.t., February 7, 2006. The second 
HLA fishery in area 542 and 543 
remained open through 1200 hrs, A.l.t., 
February 21, 2006. NMFS prohibited 
directed fishing for Pacific cod by 
catcher vessels 60 feet (18.3 meters) 
length overall and longer using pot gear 
in the BSAI, effective 12 noon, A.l.t., 
February 3, 2006 (71 FR 6230, February 
7, 2006). NMFS prohibited directed 
fishing for non-CDQ pollock with trawl 
gear in the Chinook Salmon Savings 
Areas of the BSAI effective 1200 hrs, 
A.l.t., February 15, 2006, through 1200 
hrs, A.l.t., April 15, 2006, and from 1200 
hrs, A.l.t, September 1, 2006, through 
2400 hrs, A.l.t., December 31, 2006 (71 
FR 8808, February 21, 2006). NMFS 
prohibited directed fishing for Atka 
Mackerel in the central Aleutian District 
of the BSAI, effective 1200 hrs, A.l.t., 
February 18, 2006, through 1200 hrs, 
A.l.t., September 1, 2006 (71 FR 9479, 
February 24, 2006). NMFS prohibited 
directed fishing for Pacific cod by 
catcher/processor vessels using hook- 
and-line gear in the BSAI, effective 1200 
hrs, A.l.t.,February 18, 2006, through 
1200 hrs, A.l.t., June 10, 2006 (71 FR 
9478, February 24, 2006). NMFS 
prohibited directed fishing for Pacific 
cod by catcher/processor vessels using 
hook-and-line gear in the BSAI, effective 
1200 hrs, A.l.t., February 18, 2006, 
through 1200 hrs, A.l.t., June 10, 2006 
(71 FR 9478, February 24, 2006). NMFS 
closes directed fishing for rock sole, 
flathead sole, and ‘‘other flatfish’’ by 
vessels using trawl gear in the BSAI 
effective 1200 hrs, A.l.t., February 21, 
2006, through 1200 hrs, A.l.t., April 1, 
2006 (71 FR 9478, February 24, 2006). 
NMFS prohibited fishing for Pacific cod 
by catcher vessels less than 60 feet (18.3 
meters (m)) length overall using jig or 

hook-and-line gear in the Bogoslof 
Pacific cod exemption area of the BSAI, 
effective 1200 hrs, A.l.t., February 22, 
2006, through 2400 hrs, A.l.t., December 
31, 2006 (71 FR 9739, February 27, 
2006). NMFS prohibited directed fishing 
for Pacific cod by catcher vessels 60 feet 
(18.3 meters (m)) length overall and 
longer using hook-and-line gear in the 
BSAI effective 1200 hrs, A.l.t., February 
24, 2006, through 1200 hrs, A.l.t., June 
10, 2006, to be published March 1, 2006, 
in the Federal Register. 

These closures remain effective under 
authority of these 2006 and 2007 final 
harvest specifications. These closures 
supersede the closures announced 
under authority of the 2005 and 2006 
final harvest specifications (69 FR 8979, 
February 24, 2005). While these closures 
are in effect, the maximum retainable 
amounts at § 679.20(e) and (f) apply at 
any time during a fishing trip. These 
closures to directed fishing are in 
addition to closures and prohibitions 
found in regulations at 50 CFR part 679. 

Bering Sea Subarea Inshore Pollock 
Allocations 

Section 679.4(l) sets forth the 
procedures for AFA inshore catcher 
vessel pollock cooperatives to apply for 
and receive cooperative fishing permits 
and inshore pollock allocations. Table 
10 lists the 2006 and 2007 Bering Sea 
subarea pollock allocations to the seven 
inshore catcher vessel pollock 
cooperatives based on 2006 cooperative 
allocations that have been approved and 
permitted by NMFS for the 2006 fishing 
year. The Bering Sea subarea allocations 
may be revised pending adjustments to 
cooperatives’ membership in 2007. 
Allocations for cooperatives and open 
access vessels are not made for the AI 
subarea because the Consolidated 
Appropriations Act of 2004 requires the 
non-CDQ directed pollock fishery to be 
fully allocated to the Aleut Corporation. 

VerDate Aug<31>2005 16:36 Mar 02, 2006 Jkt 208001 PO 00000 Frm 00074 Fmt 4700 Sfmt 4700 E:\FR\FM\03MRR1.SGM 03MRR1w
w

hi
te

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

65
 w

ith
 R

U
LE

S


