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species groups in Table 18 as zero. 
Therefore, in accordance with 
§ 679.20(d)(1)(iii), NMFS is prohibiting 

directed fishing by non-exempt AFA 
catcher vessels in the GOA for the 
species and specified areas set out in 

Table 18. These closures will remain in 
effect through 2400 hrs, A.l.t., December 
31, 2007. 

TABLE 18.—2006 AND 2007 NON-EXEMPT AFA CATCHER VESSEL SIDEBOARD DIRECTED FISHING CLOSURES IN THE 
GOA 

[Amounts needed for incidental catch in other directed fisheries are in metric tons] 

Species Regulatory area/dis-
trict Gear Incidental catch 

Pacific cod ............................................................................................... Eastern GOA ............. all ............................... 26 (inshore 2006) 
19 (inshore 2007) 
3 (offshore 2006) 
2 (offshore 2007) 

Deep-water flatfish ................................................................................... Western GOA ............ all ............................... 0 
Rex sole ................................................................................................... Western GOA ............ all ............................... 1 
Flathead sole ........................................................................................... Eastern and Western 

GOA.
all ............................... 10 and 7 (2006) 

13 and 7 (2007) 
Shallow-water flatfish ............................................................................... Eastern GOA ............. all ............................... 31 
Arrowtooth flounder ................................................................................. Eastern and Western 

GOA.
all ............................... 10 and 17 

Northern rockfish ...................................................................................... Western GOA ............ all ............................... 0 
Pelagic shelf rockfish ............................................................................... entire GOA ................ all ............................... 0 (W), 0 (), 5(E) 
Demersal shelf rockfish ........................................................................... SEO District ............... all ............................... 1 

Section 680.22 provides for 
management of non-AFA crab vessel 
groundfish harvest limits using directed 
fishing closures in accordance with 
§ 680.22(e)(2) and (3). The Regional 
Administrator has determined that, in 
addition to the closures listed above in 
Table 17, many of the non-AFA crab 
vessel sideboard limits listed in Tables 
15 and 16 are necessary as incidental 
catch to support other anticipated 
groundfish fisheries for the 2006 and 
2007 fishing years. Pursuant to 
§ 680.22(e)(2), the Regional 
Administrator establishes the directed 
fishing allowances for all species and 
species groups in Tables 15 and 16 as 
zero, with the exception of Pacific cod 
in the Western and Central GOA. 
Therefore, in accordance with 
§ 680.22(e)(3), NMFS is prohibiting 
directed fishing by non-AFA crab 
vessels in the GOA for all species and 
specified areas set out in Tables 15 and 
16, with the exception of Pacific cod in 
the Western and Central GOA. These 
closures will remain in effect through 
2400 hrs, A.l.t., December 31, 2007. 

Under authority of the final 2005 and 
2006 harvest specifications (70 FR 8958, 
February 24, 2005), pollock fishing 
opened on January 20, 2006, for 
amounts specified in that notice. NMFS 
has since closed Statistical Area 610 to 
directed fishing for pollock effective 
1200 hrs, A.l.t., January 22, 2006 (71 FR 
4311, January 26, 2006) and 1200 hrs, 
A.l.t., January 26, 2006, through January 
27, 2006 (71 FR 5014, January 31, 2006). 
Also, NMFS has closed Statistical Area 
630 to directed fishing for pollock 
effective 1200 hours, A.l.t, February 15, 
2006, through 1200 hrs, A.l.t., March 10, 

2006 (71 FR 8993, February 22, 2006). 
NMFS has prohibited directed fishing 
for Pacific cod by vessels catching 
Pacific cod for processing by the 
offshore component of the Western 
Regulatory Area of the GOA, effective 
1200 hrs, A.l.t., February 19, 2006, 
through 1200 hrs, A.l.t., September 1, 
2006, (71 FR 9476, February 24, 2006). 
NMFS prohibited directed fishing for 
Pacific cod by vessels catching Pacific 
cod for processing by the offshore 
component of the Central Regulatory 
Area of the GOS, effective 1200 hrs, 
A.l.t., February 19, 2006, through 1200 
hrs, A.l.t., September 1, 2006 (71 FR 
9477, February 24, 2006). NMFS 
prohibited directed fishing for species 
that comprise the shallow-water species 
fishery by vessels using trawl gear in the 
GOA, effective 1200 hrs, A.l.t., February 
23, 2006, through 1200 hrs, A.l.t., April 
1, 2006 (published in the Federal 
Register of February 28, 2006). NMFS 
opened directed fishing for shallow 
water species by vessels using trawl gear 
in the GOA, effective 1200 hrs, A.l.t., 
February 27, 2006 (published in the 
Federal Register of March 2, 2006). 

These closures supersede the closures 
announced under the authority of the 
final 2005 and 2006 harvest 
specifications (70 FR 8958, February 24, 
2005). While these closures are in effect, 
the maximum retainable amounts at 
§ 679.20(e) and (f) apply at any time 
during a fishing trip. These closures to 
directed fishing are in addition to 
closures and prohibitions found in 
regulations at 50 CFR part 679. NMFS 
may implement other closures during 
the 2006 and 2007 fishing years as 

necessary for effective conservation and 
management. 

Response to Comments 

NMFS received one letter of comment 
in response to the proposed 2006 and 
2007 harvest specifications. This letter 
contained 7 separate comments that are 
summarized and responded to below. 

Comment 1: The action is a major 
federal action that has significant effects 
on the quality of the human 
environment and requires an 
Environmental Impact Statement. 

Response: NMFS prepared an EA for 
the 2006 and 2007 harvest 
specifications. The analysis in the EA 
supports a finding of no significant 
impact on the human environment as a 
result of the harvest specifications. 
Therefore, an environmental impact 
statement is not required under section 
102(2)(c) of the National Environmental 
Policy Act or its implementing 
regulations. 

Comment 2: The ‘‘Ecosystem 
Considerations’’ report is not explicitly 
integrated into the process of setting 
ABC and TAC. NMFS should also 
integrate directly ecosystem needs into 
harvest specifications through 
development and implementation of 
Ecologically Sustainable Yield (ESY). 

Response: ESY is defined as ‘‘the 
yield an ecosystem can sustain without 
shifting to an undesirable state’’ (Zabel 
et al. 2003). This is a qualitative concept 
because judging an ‘‘undesirable state’’ 
may vary widely. ESY requires 
simultaneously considering the impacts 
of all harvested species on an ecosystem 
and quantifying important qualities 
such as community stability or 
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