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NMFS REDUCES CERTAI N OBSERVER COVERAGE REQUI REMENTS FOR THE
MULTI SPECI ES COMMUNI TY DEVELOPMENT QUOTA FI SHERI ES

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) issues an inseason
adj ust mrent under 50 CFR 679.50(e) reducing certain observer
coverage requirenents for the Miltispecies Comunity Devel opnent
Quota (Ms CDQ fisheries, according to Steven Pennoyer,

Adm ni strator, Al aska Regi on, NWFS.

After reviewing the first year of the M5 CDQ fisheries, NVFS
bel i eves that reductions in sonme CDQ observer coverage

requi renents could be made wi thout reducing the quality or
guantity of data collected by observers to nanage the CDQ
fisheries. This action would renove the requirenment for a CDQ
observer in sone shoreside processing plants; reduce the

requi renent froma | ead CDQ observer to a CDQ observer at other
shoresi de processing plants and on sonme catcher vessels; and

al l ow the CDQ observer on some catcher vessels to nonitor the
delivery in the shoreside processing plant.

The attached tabl e conpares current CDQ observer coverage
requirenents in 50 CFR 679.50 with the tenporary revisions that
are made under this in-season adjustnent.

This action is effective March 6, 2000 through Decenber 31, 2000.
Addi tional information nmay be obtained fromthe Federal Register
noti ce announci ng the inseason adjustment (65 FR 8890, February
23, 2000), which is available on the Alaska Region’s web site at
http://ww. f akr. noaa. gov.

This information bulletin provides notice that a regul atory
change has occurred. Do not rely upon it to guide you in
conplying with the new regul atory change.



Tenporary Revisions in Oobserver Coverage and Experience

Requi rements for the CDQ Fisheries, Effective Through Decenber
31, 2000. (Conparison of Requirenments in 50 CFR 679 with Revi sed
Requi renents) .

CDQ Qoserver
Requi renment s Revi sed Requi renents
Cat egory Currently in in Effect through
50 CFR 679. 50 12/ 31/ 00
Catcher, < 60 ft, any none none
gear
Catcher, $ 60 ft,
traw gear 1 I ead CDQ observer 1 CDQ observer
Catcher, $ 60 ft,
nontrawl gear, Option 1Y 1 | ead CDQ observer 1 CDQ observer
Catcher, $ 60 ft,
nontrawl gear, Option 2% 1 | ead CDQ observer no change
Cat cher/ processor, traw 1 lead CDQ and 1 CDQ
and not her shi ps observer no change
Cat cher/ processor, 1 Iea?ﬂiﬁ;\z;d 1R no change
| ongl i ne, pot
i 3/
gg?{g;:?:sp;?gﬁfigggéls 1 lead CDQ obs. for 1 CDQ observer for
using traw gear each CDQ delivery each CDQ delivery
Shor esi de processor, 1 CDQ observer for each
deliveries fromvessels CDQ del i very; may use
usi ng nontraw gear, 1 Ieﬂd CI(%OFs' for vessel CDQ obs. under
Option 1Y each CDQ delivery certain circunstances. ¥
Shor esi de processor,
deliveries fromvessels 1 Il ead CDQ obs for no CDQ observer required
usi ng nontrawl gear, each CDQ delivery for delivery
Option 2%

1/ Option 1 refers to the CDQ catch accounting option that requires the vesse
operator to retain all groundfish CDQ and sal non PSQ and deliver it to a
processor where it is sorted by species, weighed, and reported to NVMFS. Under
this option, CDQ catch accounting data is based on the processor’s reports for
groundfi sh CDQ and sal non PSQ and on the observer data for halibut PSQ if
appl i cabl e.

2/ Option 2 refers to the CDQ catch accounting option under which the CDQ
group chooses to use data collected by the vessel CDQ observer to estimate the
catch of all groundfish CDQ and PSQ Under this option, catch may be

di scarded at sea and the processor’s reports of |anded catch weight are not
used as the basis for CDQ catch accounti ng.

3/ Includes stationary floating processors.
4/ Instead of having a separate observer for the shoreplant, the vesse

observer may nonitor sorting and wei ghing of CDQ delivery as |ong as working
hour limtations for the vessel observer are not exceeded.



