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areas in Marlborough Sounds.

"It's pretty vital that we try to contain it. If we don't and it gets into
Pelorous Sound, where 90 per cent of the mussel farms are, it could be
devastating.”

Pannell said the industry could not wait for Biosecurity New Zealand to
act.

"They understand our position and are working out what can be done to
help. But this is about the industry being proactive and getting out and
doing it ourselves."

The industry had high hopes that the Golden Bay infestation, discovered
early last month, would be eradicated.

Dorje Strang, didemnum project leader for Port Tarakohe, said a
monitoring dive on Tuesday found 98% of the sea squirt had been killed
by the new technique.

The port project had cost marine farmers between $25,000 and $30,000
but was vital if the pest was to be controlled before spring spawning, he
said.
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