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Sear ch for sea squirts hasfishy results

IABOARD THE R/V CONNECTICUT -- Setting out for a day's research on Long Island Sound, the

team of scientists expected to find colonies of sea squirts blanketing the sea floor.

But an underwater survey Tuesday revealed only patchy evidence of the fast-spreading non-native
invertebrates. The results only deepen the mystery surrounding the spongy squirts that in recent

lyears have been fouling lobster traps and taking over mussel beds from Prince Edward Island to
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surprise to University of Connecticut

researchers who only four months before

mapped out nearly seven square miles of deaths

sea squirts in eastern Long Island Sound,
using a sophisticated robot equipped with
underwater cameras.

LI quiz
"The plot thickens," said Bob Whitlatch, a

professor of marine sciences at the

university, as the 76-foot research vessel Connecticut moved back toward the university's Avery
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The sea squirts found in Long Island Sound are believed to be the same kind seen up and down the

East Coast, didemnum, although that identification can't be confirmed until researchers finish

mapping out their genetic code so that they can compare the different outbreaks.
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