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MANDATORY NEED

TENURE (continued) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . asked since 1890

AGENCIES SELECTED STATUTORY USES

# COMMERCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Statistical Information for the Transaction of Public Business--P

[15 U.S.C. 1516]

#  DOT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Federal-Aid Highways - Public Transportation--P [23 U.S.C. 142]

#  FEDERAL RESERVE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Community Reinvestment Act of 1977--P

[12 U.S.C. 2901]

#  HHS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Older Americans Act--P

[42 U.S.C. 3001 et seq., 3002, 3026(a)(1), 3027(a)(8)],
Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP)--P

[42 U.S.C. 8629],
Health Care for the Homeless Program--P

[42 U.S.C. 256(p)],
Community Services Block Grant Act--P

[42 U.S.C. 9902(2)]

#  HUD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program--M

[42 U.S.C. 5302(a)],
Comprehensive Housing Affordability Strategies (CHAS)--P

[42 U.S.C. 12705(b)(3)],
Emergency Shelter Grant Program--P

[42 U.S.C. 11373],
Public Housing/Section 8 Certificate and Housing Voucher Allocation Programs--R

 [42 U.S.C. 1437f],
Fair Market Rents--R [42 U.S.C. 1437],

Section 8 Income Limits--R [42 U.S.C. 1439],
Mortgage Revenue Bonds Program--M

[26 U.S.C. 143(j) & (k)],
National Affordable Housing Act of 1990 / HOME Allocations--P

[42 U.S.C. 12742(a)(1)],
FHA Multifamily Insurance--P

[12 U.S.C. 1702, 1709, 1715(b), 1715(I) & 42 U.S.C. 3535(d)],
President’s National Urban Policy Report--R

[42 U.S.C. 4501],
Low-Income Housing Tax Credits--R [26 U.S.C. 42(d)(5)(A) & (C)],

Housing and Urban Development Act / Section 202 Grants--R

[12 U.S.C. 1701q & 42 U.S.C. 1439]

#  USDA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rural Development Policy Act--P

[7 U.S.C. 2204 et seq.]
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REQUIRED NEED

VALUE (continued) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . asked since 1930

AGENCIES SELECTED STATUTORY USES

# COMMERCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Statistical Information for the Transaction of Public Business--P

[15 U.S.C. 1516]

#  DOT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Federal-Aid Highways - Public Transportation--P

[23 U.S.C. 142]

#  FEDERAL RESERVE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Community Reinvestment Act of 1977--P

[12 U.S.C. 2901]

#  HHS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Older Americans Act--P

[42 U.S.C. 3001(3), 3002, 3026(a)(1), 3027(a)(8)]

#  HUD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FHA Multifamily Insurance--P

[12 U.S.C. 1702 & 1709(b)(1) & (2)(A) & (B)],
Comprehensive Housing Affordability Strategies (CHAS)--P

[42 U.S.C. 12705(b)(3)],
Housing and Urban Development Act / Section 202 Grants--P

[12 U.S.C. 1701q],
Housing and Community Development Acts of 1968 and 1974--P

[42 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.]

#  JUSTICE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fair Housing Act
(Discrimination in Lending and Homeowners’ Insurance Practices)--R

[42 U.S.C. 3601 et seq.]
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REQUIRED NEED

SELECTED MONTHLY OWNER COSTS (continued) . . . . . . . . . . . . . asked since 1980

WHAT IT MEANS FOR EVERYONE

Federal Uses (also see the selected statutory uses on the opposite page):
# Used by the Dept. of Housing and Urban Development in many of its housing assistance programs
# Used by the Dept. of Health and Human Services to assess the need for housing assistance for

elderly, handicapped, and low-income homeowners
# Needed by the Dept. of Energy to help study energy supply and use by using data on utility costs
# Provides benchmark statistics to measure progress toward the Congressional declaration of goals

for national housing policy:  a decent home and suitable living environment for every American
family

# Used to maintain the Dept. of Energy’s National Energy Information System which analyzes
current residential energy supply and consumption in order to forecast future needs

Community Impact:
# Used to allocate funds for housing the elderly under the Older Americans Act and for home energy

help to low-income persons and families under the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program
# Needed to evaluate a locality's qualification for Federal housing assistance in programs such as the

HOME Investment Partnerships Program
# Used by the Dept. of Housing and Urban Development as one of the selection criteria for urban

development grants for cities and counties under the Community Development Block Grant
Program

# Used by the Farmers Home Administration (USDA) to provide housing loans to construct or repair
rural dwellings and related facilities

WHY WE ASK IT THIS WAY

Selected monthly owner costs are calculated from the sum of payments for mortgages (including
second/junior mortgages and home equity loans); real estate taxes; fire, hazard, and flood insurance;
utilities (electricity, gas, and water); fuels (oil, coal, kerosene, wood, etc.); mobile home costs; and
condominium fees.  Listing the items separately improves accuracy and provides additional detail.  When
combined with income, a new item is created -- Selected Monthly Owner Costs as a Percentage of
Household Income.  This item is used to measure housing affordability and excessive shelter costs.  For
example, many government agencies define households as having excessive shelter costs if their costs
exceed 30 percent of their income.  Some data shown for selected monthly owner costs and selected
monthly owner costs as a percentage of household income are tabulated (based on questions 44a and 44b,
shown on page 86) for units without excessive land, or commercial or medical activities that may distort
the value of the property.
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REQUIRED NEED

SELECTED MONTHLY OWNER COSTS (continued) . . . . . . . . . . . . asked since 1980

AGENCIES SELECTED STATUTORY USES

#  ENERGY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . National Energy Information System--P

[15 U.S.C. 790a],
Federal Energy Administration Act of 1974--P

[15 U.S.C. 764(a) & (b)]

#  HHS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP)--R

[42 U.S.C. 8629(a)],
Older Americans Act--P

[42 U.S.C. 3002, 3026(a)(1), 3027(a)(8)],
Community Services Block Grant Act--P

[42 U.S.C. 9902(2)]

#  HUD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Low-Income Housing Tax Credits - Difficult Development Areas--R

[26 U.S.C. 42(d)(5)(A) & (C)],
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program--P

[42 U.S.C. 5305(a)(12)],
Comprehensive Housing Affordability Strategies (CHAS)--P

[42 U.S.C. 12705(b)(3)],
HOME Investment Partnerships Program--P

[42 U.S.C. 12744],
National Affordable Housing Act of 1990 / HOME Allocations--P

[42 U.S.C. 12747(b)(1)(A)],
Energy Efficiency Standards--P

[42 U.S.C. 12709],
Public Housing/Section 8 Certificate and Housing Voucher Allocation Programs--R

[42 U.S.C. 1437f],
Fair Market Rents--R  [42 U.S.C. 1437],

FHA Multifamily Insurance--P

[42 U.S.C. 1702],
Housing Assistance Fund--P

[42 U.S.C. 1439]

#  JUSTICE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fair Housing Act--P

(Discrimination in Lending and Homeowners’ Insurance Practices)
[42 U.S.C. 3601 et seq.]

#  USDA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Single-Family Rural Housing--P

[42 U.S.C. 1472, 1474, & 1476]
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REQUIRED NEED

RENT (continued) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . asked since 1930

AGENCIES SELECTED STATUTORY USES

# COMMERCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Statistical Information for the Transaction of Public Business--P

[15 U.S.C. 1516]

#  ENERGY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . National Energy Information System--P

[15 U.S.C. 790a]

#  FEDERAL RESERVE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Community Reinvestment Act of 1977--P

[12 U.S.C. 2901]

#  HHS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP)--P

[42 U.S.C. 8629],
Older Americans Act--P

[42 U.S.C. 3002, 3026(a)(1), 3027(a)(8)],
Community Services Block Grant Act--P

[42 U.S.C. 9902(2)]

#  HUD . . . . . . . . Public Housing/Section 8 Certificate and Housing Voucher Allocation Programs--R

[42 U.S.C. 1437f],
Fair Market Rents--R

[42 U.S.C. 1437],
Housing and Urban Development Act / Section 202 Grants--P

[12 U.S.C. 1701q],
Housing and Community Development Acts of 1968 and 1974--P

[42 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.],
Low-Income Housing Tax Credits - Difficult Development Areas--P

[26 U.S.C. 42(d)(5)(C)],
FHA Multifamily Insurance--P

[12 U.S.C. 1702, 1715(b), 1715(I) & 42 U.S.C. 3535(d)],
Comprehensive Housing Affordability Strategies (CHAS)--P

[42 U.S.C. 12705(b)(3)],
Housing Assistance Fund--P

[42 U.S.C. 1439(d)],
HOME Investment Partnerships Program--P

[42 U.S.C. 12744],
HOME Allocations--P

[42 U.S.C. 12742(a)(1)]

#  USDA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Single-Family Rural Housing--P

[42 U.S.C. 1485]


