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1999 Stock Assessment and Fishery Evaluation Report
for the King and Tanner Crab Fisheries
of the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Regions

Executive Summary

The annual stock assessment and fishery evaluation (SAFE) report is a requirement of the North Pacific
Fishery Management Council'sFishery Management Plan (FMP) for the Commercial Kingand Tanner Crab
Fisheriesin the Bering Sea/Aleutian Islands, and a federal requirement at 50 CFR Section 602.12(e) for a
SAFE. The SAFE details the current biological and economic status of fisheries, guideline harvest level
(GHL) ranges, and analytical information used for management decisions or changes in harvest strategies.
The report is assembled by the crab plan team with contributions from the State of Alaska Department of
Fish and Game and the National Marine Fisheries Service, and is available to the public and normally
presented to the Council on an annual basis.

Annually Surveyed Crab Stocks

Table 1 provides summary information on the basic elements of stock condition for the six stocks that are
surveyed annually by NMFS. The minimum stock size threshold (MSST) is 50% of the mean total (male

and fe”.‘al €) spawnlng biomass (SB) for Table1. MSST, 1999/2000 spawning biomass (SB), sustainableyield
the period upon which the maximum| sy ang guideline harvest level (GHL) estimates for BSAI king and
sustainableyield (MSY) washbased (50% | Tanner crab stocks. Estimated values are in millions of pounds.

Bmsy). A stockisoverfishedif theSB is

below the MSST. The sustainableyield

(SY) in a given year is the MSY rule gt(.’Ck . MSST =B Y GHL

. ristol Bay red king 44.8 117.7 23.6 10.7
applied to the current SB (F = 0.2 for | pripijof 1siands red king 3.3 128 26 0
king crabs and F = 0.30 for Tanner and | Pribilof Islands blue king 6.6 9.2 1.8 0
snow crabs). Overfishing occurs if the [ St Matthew blue king 11.0 48 8 0
SY is exceeded for a period exceeding | EBS Tanner 94.8 70.1 21.1 0
one year Guide”ne harveSt Ie\/els EBS snow 460.8 2835 85.1 28.5

(GHLSs) are developed from joint NMFS
and ADF& G assessment of stock conditions based on harvest strategies developed by ADF& G. Figures1-6
show each crab stock’ s spawning biomass and catch history relative to overfishing.

Bering SeaTanner crab (Chionoecetesbairdi): Thesurvey estimated mature biomassin 1997 at 64.2 million
pounds, which was below the MSST of 94.8 million pounds resulting in this stock being defined as
overfished. ADF& G closed thefishery in 1997 and will reopen thefishery when thefemal ebiomassisabove
the threshold and the fishery GHL is above the minimum identified in the rebuilding harvest strategy. The
survey estimate of mature biomass in 1998 declined to 36.9 million pounds and in 1999 increased to 70.1
million pounds. The Council will take final action on a rebuilding plan developed for this stock at its
October 1999, meeting. The proposed rebuilding harvest strategy will set athreshold of 21.0 million Ibs of
femal e biomass bel ow which the fishery will be closed. The GHL will be based on the harvest rate of 20%
of molting mature males when the biomass of females >79 mm CW is >45.0 million Ibs. The GHL will be
based on the harvest rate of 10% of molting mature males when the biomass of femalesis >79 mm CW is
>21.0 million Ibs and < 45.0 million Ibs. The legal harvest rate cap will be 50% of exploitable males.
Although legal males are at an historic low, some recruitment is occurring.




Bering Seasnow crab (Chionoecetes opilio): The 1999 survey estimate of mature biomasswas283.5 million
pounds (95% Cl, 222.6 —333.6). MSST is 460.8 million pounds of mature biomass. NMFS identified the
stock asoverfished on September 24, 1999. The Council isrequired to devel op arebuilding plan within one
year fromthisdate. Thereisno model developed at thistime for snow crab, so the status of the population
uses the current survey estimates only. The GHL for last year (Jan. 1999 fishery) was 196 million Ibs. A
58% harvest rate on male crab over 102 mm hasbeen used for past GHL's. The 1999 mature biomass survey
estimate is below the MSST, therefore a reduced exploitation rate of about 22% was used on a biomass of
131 million pounds of male crab over 101 mm, resultingin aGHL for the year 2000 of 28.5 million pounds.
Little recruitment is apparent, and the fishery may be closed in 2001.

Establishment of eastern Bering Sea snow crab guideline harvest level for the 2000 fishery season.

The 1999 survey estimatesfor eastern Bering Seasnow crab indicated that the stock was bel ow the minimum
stock size threshold (MSST) established in the FMP. Hence, special consideration was required for the
establishment of any harvest guidelinelevel (GHL) for the 2000 snow crab fishery. The GHL for the 2000
fishery season was established by ADF& G with the consultation and involvement of NMFS and Council
staff, most of whom are Crab Plan Team members. Although some harvest from astock that isbelow MSST
can be permissible, a precautionary approach must be applied in development of the GHL to assure that
harvest does not constitute overfishing and does not unduly impact the ability of the stock to rebuild to the
Bys, level. Theneed to apply precautionary measureswhen developingaGHL for eastern Bering seasnow
crab in 2000 is especially important because a rebuilding plan for the stock has not yet been devel oped.
ADF& G relied heavily on Restrepo et a. (1998) for guidance in establishing the snow crab GHL for 2000.

Asbackground, status quo management of eastern Bering Seasnow crabisto set the GHL by applying a58%
exploitation rate on the biomass of males 4-inches (102-mm) or greater in carapace width (CW) asestimated
fromthe summer trawl survey. The4-inch minimumreflectstheindustry-standard minimumsize. The58%
exploitation rate is the suggested harvest rates based on yield-per-recruit considerations (Somerton 1981,
Somerton and Low 1977) adapted for the 4-inch minimum by NMFS AFSC biologists.  As further
background, Restrepo et al. (1998) suggest that a stock that is below 50% of the MSST should be closed to
directed fishing. On the other hand, a stock that is between 50% MSST and MSST should be prosecuted
with afishing mortality at 75% of aprecautionary fishing mortality ratethat isbelow F,5,. At anestimated
283.5 million pounds of spawning biomass(i.e., total mature male and femal e biomass), the snow crab stock
isroughly 62% of the M SST value of 460.8 million pounds. Finally, theoverfishing rate defined inthe FMP
for snow crab is defined as afishing mortality in excess of 0.3 as applied to the spawning biomass.

As well as the survey population estimates, other information was presented and discussed during the
meetings that lead to the setting of the 2000 snow crab GHL. Included in the discussions were: model
predictionsfor number of males> 101-mm CW in summer of 2000 after varying levelsof harvest during the
2000 fishery season; survivorship of mature males and females into summer of 2000 for various natural
mortality and harvest scenarios; considerations and data on the impact of bycatch; considerations on the
effect of various removals on the remaining ratio of mature females to mature males; and, discussions and
data on the tendency of the commercial fleet to remove newshell crabs at a higher rate than oldshell crabs.

The status quo for the 2000 season was clearly not acceptable. At a76 million pound GHL, even without
any considerations of bycatch mortality the status quo approach would have produced a GHL close to the
maximum sustainableyield value of 85.1 million pounds. Application of the status quo would have resulted
infishing ratesthat would have greatly exceeded thel ong term average and which woul d have been exceeded
only by the rates estimated for the 1986 and 1987 fishery seasons. The status quo could aso, under some
reasonabl e scenarios, have resulted in a fishing mortality in excess of 0.3 for the year-long period between
the 1999 and 2000 surveys.



Halving the status quo harvest rate from 58% of males > 101-mm CW to 29% of males > 101-mm CW
appearedto protect from overfishing under most natural mortality scenarios. Nonethel ess, the 50% reduction
to the status quo cannot be considered precautionary in the present situation because the resulting harvest
rate on mature males is close to the long-term average and because, under some more severe assumptions
on natural mortality, the annual fishing mortality to the spawning biomass could come closeto 0.3.

The 29% harvest rate dealt with above was reduced to 75% to provide aharvest rate of 22% applied to males
> 101-mm CW. That harvest rate provides a GHL of 28.5 million pounds. Under realistic exceptions for
bycatch rates and reasonably conservative assumptions on handling mortality, the total removal of mature
biomass due to a 28.5 million pound GHL would be 30.2 million pounds. Theresult providesfor afishing
mortality well below the overfishing definition and well below the long term average harvest rates applied
to numbers of mature males, biomass of mature males, and total male and female biomass. It also provides
for expected mature female to maleratiosin surviving crabsthat are closeto thelong term average. Finally,
beyond the conservation concerns, the 28.5 million pound GHL is at a level that could be considered
manageabl e for the 2000 fishery season.

Bristol Bay red king crab (Paralithodes camtschaticus): The model used for red king crab was the same as
inthe 1998 SAFE. Theeffective spawning biomass' in 1999 was estimated to be 47.1 million pounds (95%
C.l., 33.9 — 65.6) from the LBA model. The 1999 survey estimate of mature biomass was 117.7 million
pounds (95% Cl ). TheMSST for red king crab is44.8 million pounds of mature biomass (FMP 1998). The
target rebuilding level of effective spawning biomassis 55 million pounds. A 10% harvest rate is applied
to the mature male abundance for the 1999 GHL, since the effective spawning biomass is below the target
level. The 1999 GHL is 10.66 million pounds of legal males. The harvest rate is 15% of mature male
abundance when the effective spawning biomassis above 55 million pounds. Abundance of mature males
has increased due to growth of a recruiting cohort. However, decreased abundance of mature females
requires use of a 10% exploitation rate.

Pribilof Islands red king crab (Paralithodes camtschaticus): The 1999 mature biomass estimate from the
survey was 12.8 million pounds. MSST is3.3 million pounds of mature biomass. The Pribilof red king crab
fishery is concurrent with the Pribilof blue king crab. Dueto the low and declining abundance of Pribilof
Island blue king crab legal males and the poor fishery performancein recent years, therewill be no Pribilof
crabfisheryin 1999. Inthetrawl survey, crabswere highly concentrated and therefore index hasavery low
precision. Despite an increase this year, survey and fishery data indicate along term decline.

Pribilof Islandsbluekingcrab (Paralithodes platypus): The 1999 survey biomass estimate of mature biomass
was 9.2 million pounds. MSST is 6.6 million pounds of mature biomass. Model estimates of mature male
and legal male abundance declined in 1999 to 0.8 and 0.7 million crabs, respectively. Due to the low and
declining abundance of legal males there will be no fishery in 1999. This population is low and may be
declining in the long-term.

St. Matthew blueking crab (Paralithodes platypus): The 1999 mature biomass estimate from the survey was
4.8 million pounds, which is below the MSST of 11.0 million pounds of mature biomass. Due to the low
mature biomass the fishery is overfished and will be closed in 1999. The Council isrequired to develop a
rebuilding plan by September, 2000. The 1999 mature biomass estimate is significantly below the 1998
mature biomass estimate of 24.1 million pounds. The GHL for 1998 was 3.8 million pounds.

! Effective Spawning Biomass is the estimated biomass of mature female crabs that the
population of mature crabs successfully mate in a given year.
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Crab Stocks With No Annual Survey

Stock statusfor thefollowing stocksisunknown dueto no survey biomass estimates: Pribilof Islandsgolden
king crab (Lithodes aequispinus); Saint Lawrence Island blue king crab; Northern District golden king crab;
C. bairdi Tanner crab (Western Aleutian); Aleutian Islands Scarlet king crab (Lithodes couesi); Bering Sea
triangle Tanner crab (Chionoecetes angulatus); Eastern Aleutian Islands triangle Tanner crab; Eastern
AleutianIslandsgrooved Tanner crabs

(Chionoecetes tanneri); Western| Table3. 1999/2000 Guideline harvest levels (GHL ), status of the fishery,
Aleutian Islands grooved Tanner and M SY estimatesfor BSAI king and Tanner crab stocks not annually
. . surveyed. Estimated valuesarein millions of pounds.
crabs; Berlng Sea g_roov_ed Tanner (NA indicates that insufficient data exists at thistimeto estimate the
crabs. The permit fisheries for the|yaye)
species identified in Table 3 are by
ADF&G commissioner's permit only .
with observer requirements. Most of | 9K ___ GHL Fishery/Season M SY
th . alv tak Adak red king 0 closed 15
ese Spe‘?'% are generaly - en. 85| putch Harbor red king 0 closed NA
bycatch in other crab fisheries. | Norton Sound red king 7 7/1-9/3:11/15-5/15 05
Estimation of MSST for thesestocksis| St Lawrence blue king NA permit 0.1
not possible at this time because of [ Aledtians. golden king 5.7 ¥l 150
. . : Pribilof Is. golden king 0.15 permit 0.3
insufficient data on the basic stock St. Matthew golden king 0.015 permit 0.3
abundance-' The ADF&G Gulf of | ajeutian Is. scarlet king NA permit NA
Alaska Marine Resource Assessment | EBS scarlet king NA permit NA
Survey isatriennial trawl survey east
of 170°W that provides some E. Aleutian Is. Tanner 0 closed 0.7
information on Dutch Harbor red king W. Aleutian Is. Tanner 0 closed 04
crab, Aleut!an Islands golden k!ng E. Aleutian Is. angulatus NA permit 1.0
crab, Aleutian Islands scarlet king|EBSangulatus NA permit 0.1
crab, E. Aleutian Islands Tanner crab, | E. Aleutian Is. tanneri 0.2 permit 18
; EBS tanneri 0.2 permit 15
_?_T]deEig\ggjtﬁJSyan?;gjﬁsovggecrggi W. Aleutian Is. Tanneri 0.1 permit 0.2

available yet.

Aleutian Islands red king crab (Dutch harbor and Adak red king crab stocks): The Adak stock has not been
surveyed since 1977 and the eastern portion of the Dutch Harbor stock was surveyed in 1999 by Alaska
Department of Fish and Game. Few red king crab were caught in either the 1995 or 1999 survey of the
eastern Aleutians. The eastern portion has been closed since 1987. The western fishery was closed for the
1996/97 and 1997/98 seasonsdueto poor fishery performancein the 1995/96 season; portionswerereopened
to limited exploratory fishing for the 1998/99 season. The 1999/2000 season is closed. The GHL for the
eastern portion is set based on the triennial-quadrennial trawl survey. GHLSs for the western portion are
based on recent fishery performance.

Norton Sound red king crab: The 1996 survey estimated 1.6 million pounds of legal size male crab biomass,
which was down from the 3.4 million pounds estimated in the 1991 survey. The Norton Sound crab fishery
operatesin the summer and inthewinter. Dueto low legal mal e abundance aharvest rate of 5% was applied
tothelegal biomassestimated in 1996. The 1998/1999 winter catch was 7,041 pounds and the 1999 summer
catch was 23,550 pounds. The GHL isset on the basisof triennial trawl survey stock abundance estimates.
The 1999 survey stock abundance estimates will be available in October. Preliminary estimates from the
1999 Norton sound survey indicate that legal males have increased by at least 50% over the 1996 level.

Aleutian Islands golden king crab (Eastern Aleutians (Dutch Harbor) and Adak golden king crab stocks):
A portion of the eastern Aleutian Islands areawas |ast surveyed with potsin 1997. The 1999/2000 GHL of
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5.7 million poundsisdividedinto 2.7 million poundswest of 174°W, and 3.0 million poundseast of 174°W.
The Aleutian Islands golden king crab stocks appear to be stable, based on the survey and fishery
performance.

Eastern Aleutian Islands C. bairdi Tanner crab: The fishery has been closed since 1995 due to declining
stock size estimated from surveys and poor fishery performance. The 1995 survey estimates of the number
of crabswere 29,000 legal males and 135,000 females. The 1999 survey estimate of crab abundanceis not
available at thistime. However, preliminary survey results from 1999 indicate an increase in adult females
and legal malesfrom 1995 levels. Note that thisincrease is evident only within avery limited area.

Overfishing Parameters

The FMP identifies the following overfishing definitions to provide objective and measurable criteriafor
identifying when the BSAI crab fisheries are overfished or overfishing is occurring, as required by the
M agnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act. Table4 providestheMSST, MSY, OY and
MSY control rule estimatesfor the BSAI king and Tanner crab stocks. The Crab Plan Teamwill reevaluate
these estimates every five years or when environmental conditions indicate a regime shift.

Table4. MSST, MSY, OY, and the M SY control rule estimates for BSAI king and Tanner crab stocks.
Estimated values arein millions of pounds.
(NA indicates that insufficient data exists at thistimeto estimate the value)

oYy MSY
Stock M SST M SY range control rule
Adak red king NA 15 0-15 0.2
Bristol Bay red king 448 179 0-17.9 0.2
Dutch Harbor red king NA NA NA 0.2
Pribilof Islands red king 33 13 0-13 0.2
Norton Sound red king NA 0.5 0-05 0.2
Pribilof Islands blue king 6.6 26 0-26 0.2
St Matthew blue king 110 44 0-44 0.2
St Lawrence blue king NA 0.1 0-01 0.2
Aleutian Is. golden king NA 15.0 0-15.0 0.2
Pribilof Is. golden king NA 0.3 0-03 0.2
St. Matthew golden king NA 0.3 0-03 0.2
Aleutian Is. scarlet king NA NA NA 0.2
EBS scarlet king NA NA NA 0.2
TOTAL kingcrab 43.9 0-439
E. Aleutian Is. Tanner NA 0.7 0-07 0.3
EBS Tanner 94.8 56.9 0-56.9 0.3
W. Aleutian |s. Tanner NA 0.4 0-04 0.3
TOTAL Tanner crab 58.0 0-58.0
EBS snow 460.8 276.5 0-276.5 0.3
TOTAL snow crab 276.5 0-276.5
E. Aleutian Is. angulatus NA 1.0 0-1.0 0.3
EBS angulatus NA 0.3 0-0.3 0.3
E. Aleutian Is. tanneri NA 18 0-18 0.3
EBS tanneri NA 15 0-15 0.3
W. Aleutian Is. Tanneri NA 0.2 0-0.2 0.3
TOTAL other Tanners 48 0-438




Maximum sustainable yield (MSY) isthe largest long-term average catch or yield that can be taken from a
stock or stock complex under prevailing ecological and environmental conditions. MSY isestimated from
the best information available. Proxy stocksare used for BSAI crab stockswhereinsufficient scientific data
existsto estimate biol ogical reference pointsand stock dynamicsareinadequately understood. MSY for crab
species is computed on the basis of the estimated biomass of the mature portion of the male and female
population or total mature biomass (MB) of astock. A fraction of the MB is considered sustained yield (SY)
for agiven year and the average of the SYs over a suitable period of timeis considered the MSY .

Overfishing: The term “overfishing” and “overfished” mean a rate or level of fishing mortality that
jeopardizesthe capacity of afishery to produce MSY on acontinuing basis. Overfishing isdefined for king
and Tanner crab stocks in the BSAl management area as any rate of fishing mortality in excess of the
maximum fishing mortality threshold, F,,, for aperiod of 1 year or more. Should the actual size of the stock
in agiven year fal below the minimum stock size threshold, the stock is considered overfished. If astock
or stock complex isconsidered overfished or if overfishingisoccurring, the Secretary will notify the Council
to take action to rebuild the stock or stock complex.

MSY control rule meansaharvest strategy which, if implemented, would be expectedto result in along-term
average catch approximating MSY. The MSY control rulefor king and Tanner crabsisthe mature biomass
of astock under prevailing environmental conditions, or proxy thereof, exploited at afishing mortality rate
equal to aconservative estimate of natural mortality. Sustainableyield (SY) inagivenyear istheMSY rule
applied to the current spawning biomass. Overfishing occursif the SY is exceeded for more that one year.

MSY stock size is the average size of the stock, measured in terms of mature biomass of a stock under
prevailing environmental conditions, or a proxy thereof. It isthe stock size that would be achieved under
the MSY control rule. It isalso the minimum standard for a rebuilding target when remedial management
actionisrequired. For king and Tanner crab, the MSY stock size is the average mature biomass observed
over the past 15 years, from 1983 to 1997.

M aximum fishing mortality threshold (MEMT) isdefined by the MSY control rule, and is expressed asthe
fishing mortality rate. The MSY fishing mortality rate F.,;, = M, is a conservative natural mortality value
set equal to 0.20 for all species of king crab, and 0.30 for all Chionoecetes species.

Minimum stock sizethreshold (MSST) iswhichever isgreater: one half the M SY stock size, or the minimum
stock size at which rebuilding to the MSY level would be expected to occur within 10 yearsif the stock or
stock complex were exploited at the maximum fishing mortality threshold. The minimum stock size
threshold is expressed in terms of mature biomass of a stock under prevailing environmental conditions, or
aproxy thereof.




Thresholdsin State of Alaska harvest strategies and regulations.

Aswell asthe minimum stock sizethreshold (M SST), survey resultsfor four stocks (Pribilof blueking crab,
St. Matthew blue king crab, Bristol Bay red king crab, and eastern Bering Sea Tanner crab) are compared
to thresholds established in state of Alaska harvest strategies and regulations. Status of stocks and fisheries
relative to those thresholds are reviewed here.

Under the harvest strategies developed for the Pribilof and St. Matthew blue king crabs, fisheries are not
opened unlessthe stocksexceed athreshold level of abundance (Pengilly and Schmidt 1995). Thethresholds
established for Pribilof Islands blue king crab is 0.77 million males > 119-mm carapace length (CL). The
1999 catch-survey analysis (CSA) estimatefor Pribilof Islandsblueking crab >119-mm CL is0.81 million
with a95% confidenceinterval of 0.59-0.93 million (Table2). Althoughthe CSA point estimatefor Pribilof
Islands blue king crab > 119-mm CL slightly exceeds the threshold value, the confidence interval includes
the threshold and the area-swept point
estimate (0.6 million) falls below the
threshold. Giventhoseconsiderations,
coupled with the poor fishery
performance in 1998 and a declining
stock trend, the Pribilof blue king crab
fishery wasclosedfor the 1999 season.
The St. Matthew blue king crab
threshold of 0.60 million males> 104-

Table2. Threshold Valuesin State of Alaska Harvest Strategiesfor
Bering Sea King and Tanner Crabs

Pribilof blue king crab
Stock threshold for fishery opening
0.77 million ¢ >119-mm CL

1999 estimate
0.81 (0.59 - 0.93) million 2

St. Matthew blue king crab

mm CL was exceeded by two-fold in Stock threshold for fishery opening 1999 estimate
i) tl ” a

nonetheless, closed due to the mitiion

spawning biomass being less that one- Bristol Bay red king crab

half of the MSST specified in the Stock threshold for fishery opening 1999 estimate

FMP.

The Bristol Bay red king crab survey
datamust beexaminedrelativetothree
thresholds (Table 2; ADF&G 1999):
one for a fishery opening; one for
increasing the exploitation rate on
mature-sized males; and a minimum
GHL to assure manageability. With
length-based analysis(LBA) estimates
of 21.9 million females > 89-mm CL
and of 47.1 million poundsof effective
spawning biomassfor 1999, theBristol
Bay red king crab stock is well above
the threshold for a fishery opening.
The effective spawning biomass
estimate falls below the 55-million-
pound threshold required to increase
the exploitation rate on mature-sized
males from 10% to 15%, however.

Finally, thecomputed guidelinefor the
1999 open-access (i.e, non-CDQ)

Bristol Bay red king crab fishery season exceeds the minimum 4 million pounds necessary for a fishery

opening.

« 8.4 million >89 - mm CL and 21.9 (15.8 - 30.5) million®
« 14.5 million pounds effective spawning biomass47.1 million pounds®

Stock threshold for increasing exploitation rate
on g >119 - mm CL from 10% to 15%
55 million pounds effective spawning biomass

1999 estimate

47.1 million pounds®

GHL threshold for fishery opening
4 million pounds

Computed GHL for 1999 season
10.127 million pounds ©

Eastern Bering Sea Tanner crab (bairdi)
Stock threshold for fishery opening
21 million pounds of > 79 - mm CW

1999 estimate
16.9 million pounds ¢

Stock threshold for increasing exploitation rate
on molting mature o from 10% to 15%
45 million pounds of 2> 79 - mm CW

1999 estimate

16.9 million pounds ¢

GHL threshold for fishery opening
4 million pounds

Computed GHL for 1999 season
0.0 million pounds

& Catch-survey analysis estimate
PLength-based analysis estimate
“Open-access fishery only

dArea swept estimate




The eastern Bering Sea Tanner crab fishery also has three thresholds against which survey data must be
compared (Table 2; ADF& G 1999): one for afishery opening; one for increasing the exploitation rate on
mature males; and a minimum GHL to assure manageability. The minimum stock threshold for a fishery
opening is 21 million pounds of females > 79-mm CW. The 1999 estimate for eastern Bering Sea Tanner
crab females > 79-mm CW is below that threshold at 16.9 million pounds. Hence the fishery will not be
opened for the 1999 season and the survey data do not need to be examined relative to the remaining
thresholds.

Survey Methods

NMFES Annual Eastern Bering Sea Trawl Survey: NMFS has performed annual trawl surveys of the eastern
Bering Sea since 1968. Two vessels, each equipped with an eastern otter trawl with 83 ft headrope and 112
ft footrope, conduct this multispecies, crab-groundfish survey during summer. Stations are sampled in the
center of asystematic 20 X 20 nmgrid overlaidin an areaof »140,000 nm? Thetowed areais estimated, and
fish and invertebrate catchesfrom each station are sampled, enumerated, measured and weighed. An update
of Stevenset al. (1998) will be published to provide details on the 1999 survey results for: Bristol Bay and
Pribilof 1slands red king crabs, St. Matthew and Pribilof Islands blue king crabs, and eastern Bering Sea
Tanner, snow, and hair crabs.

Two surveyswere conducted for Bristol Bay red king crabsin 1999: standard survey about two weeksearlier
than the past surveys and resurvey of 31 stations with high female density. Differences in area-swept
estimates of abundance between the standard survey and resurvey of these 31 stations can be attributed to
survey measurement errors. The size distribution of females was significantly larger in the resurvey than
during the standard survey because most mature females had not molted prior to the standard survey.
Therefore, we used data from both surveys to assess male abundance but only the resurvey data plus the
standard survey data outside the 31 stations to assess femal e abundance.

King and Tanner crab stock surveysregularly performed by ADF& G inthe BS/Al: ADF& G performs four
regularly scheduled stock assessment surveys: apot survey for blueking crabinthe St. Matthew Island area;
atrawl! survey for red king crab in Norton Sound; apot survey for golden king crab in the Aleutians between
170° and 172° W. longitude; and, atrawl survey for red king crab and Tanner crab in the eastern Aleutians.
Each of the surveysis performed on atriennial basis. Trawl survey datais used to generate area-swept
population estimates of abundance. Pot survey data, on the other hand, cannot be used at present to generate
population estimates, but can serve to provide populationindices. The St. Matthew pot survey was first
performed in 1995 and was performed again in 1998. That survey is performed south of St. Matthew Island
in an areaof relatively shallow watersthat supports most of the blue king commercial fishery and the mature
femal e popul ation, but whichisnot accessibleto theannual NMFStrawl survey. ADF& G began performing
atriennial trawl survey for red king crab in Norton Sound in 1996, after NMFS removed atriennial Norton
Sound area from its trawl survey schedule. Norton sound was again surveyed by ADF& G in 1999. A pot
survey of Aleutians golden king crab in the area between 170° and 172° W. longitude was first performed
by ADF& G in 1991 and was established as a standardized triennial survey in 1997. The eastern Aleutians
are surveyed for Tanner crab and red king crab on atriennial basis as an extension of the annual Westward
Region bottom trawl! survey of Kodiak Island and the south Alaska Peninsula. The area covered by that
survey includeswatersencompassing Unalaskalsland and eastern Umnak | sland and Akun and Akutan Bays.
Dueto survey conflict, the scheduled 1998 trawl survey of the eastern Aleutianswas not performed, but was
rescheduled for and performed in 1999.

Analytical Methods

Overview. The annual trawl survey is an essential data-gathering tool on the status of crab stocks in the
eastern Bering Sea. Yet, year-to-year variation in oceanographic conditions leads to changes in species
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distributions and availability to survey gear. These changes and other measurement errors can lead to
unexpected shiftsin area-swept abundance estimates unrel ated to true changesin popul ation size. Estimates
frompreviousyears' surveysand commercial catchesprovidevaluableauxiliary informationto hel p decipher
real population changes from survey measurement errors. Population estimation model s were developed to
incorporate crab size, sex, and shell condition data from annual surveys, commercial catches and catch
samples. Model estimates based on multiple years of data and multiple data sources are generally more accurate
than area-swept estimates from current-year survey data alone. ADF&G uses these estimates for fishery
management of the modeled stocks.

Because the quantity and quality of data vary among crab stocks, no single analytica model isideally suited for
all situations. Therefore, thefollowing approacheswere devel oped for usewith eastern Bering Seaking crabsthat
are tailored to differing levels of information: length-based analysis (LBA) for stocks with high-quality size
composition data; and catch-survey analysis (CSA) for stocks lacking detail ed size composition dataor wherethe
survey catchability coefficientisunknown (Zheng et al. 1997; Collieand Del_ong 1998). We apply L BA to Bristol
Bay red king crabs and C. bairdi Tanner crabs, and CSA to St. Matthew and Pribilof Idands blueking crabs. A
brief description of these two methods and their application to king crab stocksin the eastern Bering Seafollows.

Length-based Analysis. The LBA is an analytical procedure to estimate annual abundance of crab stocks for
which extensive high-quality data are available. The LBA makes use of detailed annual data on size, sex,
and shell condition from trawl surveys, onboard and dockside catch samples, and annual commercial
harvests. Malesand femal esare model ed separately by 5 mm carapacelength (CL) intervalsasnewshell (i.e.,
those that molted within the past year) and oldshell crabs (i.e., those that have not molted within the past
year). The annual abundance of crabs at each length group is a combined result of recruitment, growth,
natural mortality, and harvest. Note that this is a size-based analysis, not an age-based analysis that is
commonly used for fish stocks. An overview of the approach is provided in Zheng et al. (1996), Zheng et
al (1998), and Zheng and Kruse (1999). The LBA is used to estimate annual abundance of Bristol Bay red
king crab and C. bairdi Tanner crab.

Benefits of the LBA are that it provides relatively precise abundance estimates for male and female crabs
for fishery management, yieldsinformation needed to estimate Stock-Recruit relationships, and provides a
means to analyze aternative harvest strategies. Another benefit of the LBA is that it smooths out
measurement error in the survey. Often, high measurement errors were caused by an extremely high catch
in one or two survey stations. By smoothing out survey measurement errors, the LBA provides a more
consistent interpretation of stock changes over time than do survey area-swept estimates.

Catch-survey Analysis. Collie and Delong (1998) updated the two-stage CSA model (Collie and Kruse 1998) to
athree-stage (i.e., three age-size groups) approach. Aswith the LBA, the CSA estimates survey measurement
errorsand “true” stock abundance. The CSA mode isless complex, isonly applied to male crabs, and requires
lessdetailed size composition datathan the LBA. Instead of tracking multiple 5 mm size groups asthe LBA does,
CSA consders only three age-size groups of crabs: prerecruits, mature crabs that are one molt away from
attaining legal size; recruits, mature newshell crabsthat molted tolegal sizewithin the past year; and postrecr uits,
crabs that have been legd for more than one year. The previous two-stage CSA considered only recruit and
postrecruit crabs. In thethree-stage version, mature and legal abundance and associated 95% confidenceintervals
can be estimated each year. These improvements are important because GHL sfor eastern Bering Sea king crabs
are based on estimates of both mature and legal crabs. The updated model provides anew series of abundance
estimates over the years that the St. Matthew and Pribilof 19dands stocks have been surveyed.
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