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Table 20 lists the 2007 and 2008 final 
halibut mortality limitations. 

Changes From the Proposed 2007 and 
2008 Harvest Specifications in the GOA 

In October 2006, the Council’s 
recommendations for the proposed 2007 
and 2008 harvest specifications (71 FR 
75437, December 15, 2006) were based 
largely upon information contained in 
the final 2005 SAFE report for the GOA 
groundfish fisheries, dated November 
2005. The Council recommended that 
OFLs and ABCs for stocks in tiers 1 
through 3 be based on biomass 
projections as set forth in the 2005 
SAFE report and estimates of groundfish 
harvests through the 2006 and 2007 
fishing years. For stocks in tiers 4 
through 6, for which biomass 
projections could not be made, the 
Council recommended the same OFL 
and ABC levels for 2006 until the final 
2006 SAFE report could be completed. 

The 2006 SAFE report, dated 
November 2006, which was not 
available when the Council made its 

recommendations in October 2006, 
contains the best and most recent 
scientific information on the condition 
of the groundfish stocks. This report 
was considered in December 2006 by 
the Council when it made 
recommendations for the final 2007 and 
2008 harvest specifications. Based on 
the final 2006 SAFE report, the sum of 
the 2007 final TACs for the GOA 
(269,912 mt) is 5,544 mt greater than the 
sum of the proposed TACs (264,367 mt). 
The largest 2007 increases occurred for 
Pacific cod, from 44,705 mt to 52,264 mt 
(17 percent increase); rex sole, from 
8,700 mt to 9,100 mt (5 percent 
increase); sablefish, from 13,700 mt to 
14,310 mt (4 percent increase); and for 
pelagic shelf rockfish, from 5,461 mt to 
5,542 mt (1 percent increase). The 
largest decreases occurred for pollock, 
from 70,507 mt to 68,307 mt (3 percent 
decrease); and for northern rockfish, 
from 5,900 mt to 4,938 mt (16 percent 
decrease). Other increases or decreases 
in 2007 and 2008 are within these 
ranges. 

Compared to the proposed 2007 and 
2008 harvest specifications, the 
Council’s final 2007 and 2008 TAC 
recommendations increase fishing 
opportunities for species for which the 
Council had sufficient information to 
raise TAC levels. These include, Pacific 
cod, rex sole, sablefish, and pelagic 
shelf rockfish. Conversely, the Council 
reduced TAC levels to provide greater 
protection for several species including 
pollock, deep water flatfish, Pacific 
ocean perch, and northern rockfish. The 
changes recommended by the Council 
for the 2007 and 2008 fishing years were 
based on the best scientific information 
available, consistent with National 
Standard 2 of the MSA, and within a 
reasonable range of variation from the 
proposed TAC recommendations so that 
the affected public was fairly apprized 
and could have made meaningful 
comments based on the proposed 
specifications. Tables 1 and 2 list the 
2007 and 2008 final OFL, ABC, and 
TAC amounts of the GOA groundfish. 

TABLE 1 - FINAL 2007 ABCS, TACS, AND OFLS OF GROUNDFISH FOR THE WESTERN/CENTRAL/WEST YAKUTAT (W/C/ 
WYK), WESTERN (W), CENTRAL (C), EASTERN (E) REGULATORY AREAS, AND IN THE WEST YAKUTAT (WYK), 
SOUTHEAST OUTSIDE (SEO), AND GULFWIDE (GW) DISTRICTS OF THE GULF OF ALASKA 

(values are rounded to the nearest metric ton) 

Species Area1 ABC TAC OFL 

Pollock2 

Shumagin (610) 25,012 25,012 n/a 

Chirikof (620) 20,890 20,980 n/a 

Kodiak (630) 14,850 14,850 n/a 

WYK (640) 1,398 1,398 n/a 

Subtotal W/C/WYK 62,150 62,150 87,220 

SEO (650) 6,157 6,157 8,209 

Total 68,307 68,307 95,429 

Pacific cod3 W 26,855 20,141 n/a 

C 37,873 28,405 n/a 

E 4,131 3,718 n/a 

Total 68,859 52,264 97,600 

Flatfish4 (deep-water) W 420 420 n/a 

C 4,163 4,163 n/a 

WYK 2,677 2,677 n/a 

SEO 1,447 1,447 n/a 

Total 8,707 8,707 10,431 

Rex sole W 1,147 1,147 n/a 

C 5,446 5,446 n/a 
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TABLE 1 - FINAL 2007 ABCS, TACS, AND OFLS OF GROUNDFISH FOR THE WESTERN/CENTRAL/WEST YAKUTAT (W/C/ 
WYK), WESTERN (W), CENTRAL (C), EASTERN (E) REGULATORY AREAS, AND IN THE WEST YAKUTAT (WYK), 
SOUTHEAST OUTSIDE (SEO), AND GULFWIDE (GW) DISTRICTS OF THE GULF OF ALASKA—Continued 

(values are rounded to the nearest metric ton) 

Species Area1 ABC TAC OFL 

WYK 1,037 1,037 n/a 

SEO 1,470 1,470 n/a 

Total 9,100 9,100 11,900 

Flathead sole W 10,908 2,000 n/a 

C 26,054 5,000 n/a 

WYK 2,091 2,091 n/a 

SEO 57 57 n/a 

Total 39,110 9,148 48,658 

Flatfish5(shallow- 
water) 

W 24,720 4,500 n/a 

C 24,258 13,000 n/a 

WYK 628 628 n/a 

SEO 1,844 1,844 n/a 

Total 51,450 19,972 62,418 

Arrowtooth flounder W 20,852 8,000 n/a 

C 139,582 30,000 n/a 

WYK 16,507 2,500 n/a 

SEO 7,067 2,500 n/a 

Total 184,008 43,000 214,828 

Sablefish6 W 2,470 2,470 n/a 

C 6,190 6,190 n/a 

WYK 2,280 2,280 n/a 

SEO 3,370 3,370 n/a 

Subtotal E(WYK and SEO) 5,650 5,650 n/a 

Total 14,310 14,310 16,906 

Pacific ocean perch7 W 4,244 4,244 4,976 

C 7,612 7,612 8,922 

WYK 1,140 1,140 n/a 

SEO 1,640 1,640 n/a 

Subtotal E(WYK and SEO) 2,780 2,780 3,260 

Total 14,636 14,635 17,158 

Shortraker rockfish8 W 153 153 n/a 

C 353 353 n/a 

E 337 337 n/a 

Total 843 843 1,124 
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TABLE 1 - FINAL 2007 ABCS, TACS, AND OFLS OF GROUNDFISH FOR THE WESTERN/CENTRAL/WEST YAKUTAT (W/C/ 
WYK), WESTERN (W), CENTRAL (C), EASTERN (E) REGULATORY AREAS, AND IN THE WEST YAKUTAT (WYK), 
SOUTHEAST OUTSIDE (SEO), AND GULFWIDE (GW) DISTRICTS OF THE GULF OF ALASKA—Continued 

(values are rounded to the nearest metric ton) 

Species Area1 ABC TAC OFL 

Rougheye rockfish9 W 136 136 n/a 

C 611 611 n/a 

E 241 241 n/a 

Total 988 988 1,148 

Other rockfish10,11 W 577 577 n/a 

C 386 386 n/a 

WYK 319 319 n/a 

SEO 2,872 200 n/a 

Total 4,154 1,482 5,394 

Northern rockfish11,12 W 1,439 1,439 n/a 

C 3,499 3,499 n/a 

E 0 0 n/a 

Total 4,938 4,938 5,890 

Pelagic shelf rockfish13 W 1,466 1,466 n/a 

C 3,325 3,325 n/a 

WYK 307 307 n/a 

SEO 444 444 n/a 

Total 5,542 5,542 6,458 

Thornyhead rockfish W 513 513 n/a 

C 989 989 n/a 

E 707 707 n/a 

Total 2,209 2,209 2,945 

Big skates14 W 695 695 n/a 

C 2,250 2,250 n/a 

E 599 599 n/a 

3,544 3,544 4,726 

Longnose skates15 W 65 65 n/a 

C 1,969 1,969 n/a 

E 861 861 n/a 

2,895 2,895 3,860 

Other skates16 GW 1,617 1,617 2,156 

Demersal shelf rock-
fish17 

SEO 410 410 650 

Atka mackerel GW 4,700 1,500 6,200 

Other species18 GW n/a 4,500 n/a 
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TABLE 1 - FINAL 2007 ABCS, TACS, AND OFLS OF GROUNDFISH FOR THE WESTERN/CENTRAL/WEST YAKUTAT (W/C/ 
WYK), WESTERN (W), CENTRAL (C), EASTERN (E) REGULATORY AREAS, AND IN THE WEST YAKUTAT (WYK), 
SOUTHEAST OUTSIDE (SEO), AND GULFWIDE (GW) DISTRICTS OF THE GULF OF ALASKA—Continued 

(values are rounded to the nearest metric ton) 

Species Area1 ABC TAC OFL 

TOTAL19 490,327 269,912 615,879 

1. Regulatory areas and districts are defined at § 679.2. 
2. Pollock is apportioned in the Western/Central Regulatory Areas among three statistical areas. During the A season, the apportionment is 

based on an adjusted estimate of the relative distribution of pollock biomass of approximately 30 percent, 48 percent, and 22 percent in Statis-
tical Areas 610, 620, and 630, respectively. During the B season, the apportionment is based on the relative distribution of pollock biomass at 30 
percent, 59 percent, and 11 percent in Statistical Areas 610, 620, and 630, respectively. During the C and D seasons, the apportionment is 
based on the relative distribution of pollock biomass at 53 percent, 15 percent, and 32 percent in Statistical Areas 610, 620, and 630, respec-
tively. Tables 5 and 6 list the seasonal apportionments. In the West Yakutat and Southeast Outside Districts of the Eastern Regulatory Area, pol-
lock is not divided into seasonal allowances. 

3. The annual Pacific cod TAC is apportioned 60% to an A season and 40% to a B season in the Western and Central Regulatory Areas of the 
GOA. Pacific cod is allocated 90% for processing by the inshore component and 10% for processing by the offshore component. Tables 7 and 8 
list the 2007 and 2008 proposed seasonal apportionments and component allocations of TAC. 

4. ″Deep-water flatfish″ means Dover sole, Greenland turbot, and deepsea sole. 
5. ″Shallow-water flatfish″ means flatfish not including ″deep-water flatfish,″ flatheador arrowtooth flounder. 
6. Sablefish is allocated to trawl and hook-and-line gears for 2007 and to trawl gear in 2008. Tables 3 and 4 list these amounts. 
7. ″Pacific ocean perch″ means Sebastes alutus. 
8. ″Shortraker rockfish″ means Sebastes borealis. 
9. ″Rougheye rockfish″ means Sebastes aleutianus. 
10. ″Other rockfish″ in the Western and Central Regulatory Areas and in the West Yakutat District means slope rockfish and demersal shelf 

rockfish. The category ″other rockfish″ in the SEO District means slope rockfish. 
11. ″Slope rockfish″ means Sebastes aurora (aurora), S. melanostomus (blackgill), S. paucispinis (bocaccio), S. goodei (chilipepper), S. crameri 

(darkblotch), S. elongatus (greenstriped), S. variegatus (harlequin), S. wilsoni (pygmy), S. babcocki (redbanded), S. proriger (redstripe), S. 
zacentrus (sharpchin), S. jordani (shortbelly), S. brevispinis (silvergrey), S. diploproa (splitnose), S. saxicola (stripetail), S. miniatus (vermilion), 
and S. reedi (yellowmouth). In the Eastern GOA only, slope rockfish also includes northern rockfish, S. polyspinous. 

12. ″Northern rockfish″ means Sebastes polyspinis. 
13. ″Pelagic shelf rockfish″ means Sebastes ciliatus (dark), S. variabilis (dusky), S. entomelas (widow), and S. flavidus (yellowtail). 
14. Big skate means Raja binoculata. 
15. Longnose skate means Raja rhina. 
16. Other skates means Bathyraja spp. 
17. ″Demersal shelf rockfish″ means Sebastes pinniger (canary), S. nebulosus (china), S. caurinus (copper), S. maliger (quillback), S. 

helvomaculatus (rosethorn), S. nigrocinctus (tiger), and S. ruberrimus (yelloweye). 
18. ″Other species″ means sculpins, sharks, squid, and octopus. There is no OFL or ABC for ″other species.″ The FMP specifies that the 

amount for the ″other species″ category be set at an amount less than or equal to 5% of the combined TAC amounts for target species. 
19. The total ABC and OFL is the sum of the ABCs and OFLs for assessed target species. 

TABLE 2 - FINAL 2008 ABCS, TACS, AND OFLS OF GROUNDFISH FOR THE WESTERN/CENTRAL/WEST YAKUTAT (W/C/ 
WYK), WESTERN (W), CENTRAL (C), EASTERN (E) REGULATORY AREAS, AND IN THE WEST YAKUTAT (WYK), 
SOUTHEAST OUTSIDE (SEO), AND GULFWIDE (GW) DISTRICTS OF THE GULF OF ALASKA (VALUES ARE ROUNDED TO 
THE NEAREST METRIC TON) 

(values are rounded to the nearest metric ton) 

Species Area1 ABC TAC OFL 

Pollock2 

Shumagin (610) 30,308 30,308 n/a 

Chirikof (620) 25,313 25,313 n/a 

Kodiak (630) 17,995 17,995 n/a 

WYK (640) 1,694 1,694 n/a 

Subtotal W/C/WYK 75,310 75,310 105,490 

SEO (650) 6,157 6,157 8,209 

Total 81,467 81,467 113,699 

Pacific cod3 W 27,846 20,885 n/a 

C 39,270 29,453 n/a 

E 4,284 3,856 n/a 

Total 71,400 54,194 86,000 

Flatfish4 (deep-water) W 430 430 n/a 

C 4,296 4,296 n/a 

VerDate Aug<31>2005 15:27 Mar 02, 2007 Jkt 211001 PO 00000 Frm 00032 Fmt 4700 Sfmt 4700 E:\FR\FM\05MRR1.SGM 05MRR1er
jo

ne
s 

on
 P

R
O

D
P

C
74

 w
ith

 R
U

LE
S


