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BILLING CODE 6100–22–C 

In the original 2008 harvest 
specifications, AFA catcher vessel 
halibut PSC sideboard limits are 
calculated based on a proportion of the 
halibut PSC available to all trawl 
vessels. Amendment 80 fixed the 
halibut PSC sideboard limits for AFA 
catcher vessels in each fishery complex 
in the BSAI at the levels established in 
the 2006 and 2007 final harvest 
specifications (71 FR 10894, March 3, 
2006) and listed in Table 40 to part 679. 

In the original 2008 harvest 
specifications, the AFA catcher vessel 
crab sideboard calculation is dependent 
on the distribution of trawl crab PSC 
among the target fishery categories, and 
the AFA catcher vessel sideboard limit 
cannot be calculated until those 

amounts are determined in the annual 
harvest specification process. This 
action changes the AFA catcher vessel 
crab sideboard limit under Amendment 
80. It calculates the proportion of the 
total trawl crab PSC limit attributed to 
AFA catcher vessels as the sum of the 
AFA catcher vessel PSC sideboard 
limits for each crab PSC species in all 
target fisheries divided by the sum of 
the total trawl PSC limit for that crab 
PSC species as described in the annual 
harvest specification process in each 
year. Table 41 to part 679 shows the 
results of this change. The revised Table 
3 below replaces Table 13 in the final 
harvest specifications (72 FR 9465– 
9466). 

Halibut and crab PSC listed in revised 
Table 13 that are caught by AFA catcher 

vessels participating in any groundfish 
fishery for groundfish other than 
pollock will accrue against the 2008 
PSC sideboard limits for the AFA 
catcher vessels. Sections 679.21(d)(8) 
and (e)(3)(v) authorize NMFS to close 
directed fishing for groundfish other 
than pollock for AFA catcher vessels 
once a 2008 PSC sideboard limit listed 
in revised Table 13 is reached. The PSC 
that is caught by AFA catcher vessels 
while fishing for pollock in the BSAI 
will accrue against the bycatch 
allowances annually specified for either 
the midwater pollock or the pollock/ 
Atka mackerel/‘‘other species’’ fishery 
categories under regulations at 
§ 679.21(e)(3)(iv). 
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