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halibut PSC available to all trawl 
vessels. Amendment 80 fixes the halibut 
PSC sideboard limits for AFA catcher/ 
processors at the levels established in 
the 2006 and 2007 final harvest 
specifications (71 FR 10894, March 3, 
2006) and listed in Table 40 to part 679 
in the proposed regulatory text. 

In the original 2008 harvest 
specifications, the amount of trawl crab 
PSC available to AFA catcher/ 
processors is based on the total crab PSC 
limit, prior to any allocations to the 
CDQ reserves. Amendment 80 changes 
the amount of crab PSC available for 
AFA catcher/processor sideboard limit 
calculations to the amount of the trawl 

PSC limit available after allocation to 
the CDQ reserves as crab PSQ. Table 41 
to part 679 shows the results of this 
change. 

The basis for these sideboard limits is 
described in detail in the final rules 
implementing major provisions of the 
AFA (67 FR 79692, December 30, 2002) 
and Amendment 80 (72 FR 52668, 
September 14, 2007). The revised Table 
11 below replaces Table 11 in the final 
harvest specifications (72 FR 9463– 
9464). 

Halibut and crab PSC listed in revised 
Table 11 that are caught by listed AFA 
catcher/processors participating in any 
groundfish fishery other than pollock 
will accrue against the 2008 PSC 

sideboard limits for the listed AFA 
catcher/processors. Section 
679.21(e)(3)(v) authorizes NMFS to 
close directed fishing for groundfish 
other than pollock for listed AFA 
catcher/processors once a 2008 PSC 
sideboard limit listed in revised Table 
11 is reached. 

Crab or halibut PSC caught by listed 
AFA catcher/processors while fishing 
for pollock will accrue against the 
bycatch allowances annually specified 
for either the midwater pollock or the 
pollock/Atka mackerel/‘‘other species’’ 
fishery categories under regulations at 
§ 679.21(e)(3)(iv). 
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AFA Catcher Vessel Sideboard Limits 

Pursuant to § 679.64(b), the Regional 
Administrator restricts the ability of 
AFA catcher vessels to engage in 
directed fishing for groundfish species 
other than pollock to protect 
participants in other groundfish 
fisheries from adverse effects resulting 
from the AFA and from fishery 
cooperatives in the directed pollock 
fishery. Section 679.64(b) establishes a 
formula for setting AFA catcher vessel 
groundfish and PSC sideboard limits for 
the BSAI. The basis for these sideboard 
limits is described in detail in the final 
rules implementing major provisions of 

the AFA (67 FR 79692, December 30, 
2002) and Amendment 80 (72 FR 52668, 
September 14, 2007). Tables 12 and 13 
list the 2008 AFA catcher vessel 
sideboard limits. 

This action changes Table 12 by 
removing the yellowfin sole sideboard 
limit. Section 679.64(b)(6) exempts AFA 
catcher vessels from a yellowfin sole 
sideboard limit because the 2008 
aggregate ITAC of yellowfin sole 
assigned to the Amendment 80 sector 
and BSAI trawl limited access sector 
(131,950 mt) is greater than 125,000 mt. 
Also, this action changes Table 12 by 
increasing the sideboard limits for 
flathead sole and rock sole because the 
ITAC for these species increases from 85 

percent to 89.3 percent of the TAC. The 
sideboard limits for Aleutian Islands 
Pacific ocean perch and Atka mackerel 
remain the same because the ITAC was 
specified as 89.3 percent under revised 
Table 1 for 2008 final harvest 
specifications. The revised Table 12 
below replaces Table 12 in the final 
harvest specifications (72 FR 9464– 
9465). 

All harvests of groundfish sideboard 
species made by non-exempt AFA 
catcher vessels, whether as targeted 
catch or incidental catch, will be 
deducted from the sideboard limits 
listed in revised Table 12. 
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