
Table 1207. Participation in NCAA Sports: 2006 to 2007

[For the academic year]

Sport
Male Female

Teams Athletes
Average

squad Teams Athletes
Average

squad

Total 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,341 233,830 (X) 9,372 174,534 (X)
Baseball . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 897 29,486 32.9 (X) (X) (X)
Basketball . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,022 16,640 16.3 1,050 15,152 14.4
Bowling 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 29 14.5 49 439 9.0
Cross country . . . . . . . . . . . 898 12,202 13.6 967 13,303 13.8
Equestrian 2, 3 . . . . . . . . . . . 8 92 11.5 48 1,348 28.1
Fencing 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36 629 17.5 45 694 15.4
Field hockey . . . . . . . . . . . . (X) (X) (X) 259 5,500 21.2
Football . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 625 62,459 99.9 (X) (X) (X)
Golf 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 782 8,318 10.6 512 4,122 8.1
Gymnastics . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 324 17.1 86 1,472 17.1
Ice hockey . . . . . . . . . . . . . 136 3,957 29.1 79 1,828 23.1
Lacrosse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 226 8,353 37.0 286 6,411 22.4
Rifle 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29 181 6.2 36 230 6.4
Rowing 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63 2,430 38.6 144 7,210 50.1
Rugby 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 97 32.3 5 143 28.6
Sailing 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 469 18.0 (X) (X) (X)
Skiing 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 529 13.2 44 542 12.3
Soccer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 763 20,481 26.8 941 22,077 23.5
Softball. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (X) (X) (X) 942 16,997 18.0
Squash 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27 445 16.5 27 360 13.3
Swimming/diving 3 . . . . . . . . 390 8,056 20.7 504 11,128 22.1
Synchronized swimming 2 . . . (X) (X) (X) 8 100 12.5
Tennis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 745 7,625 10.2 895 8,784 9.8
Track, indoor 3 . . . . . . . . . . . 575 19,779 34.4 641 19,704 30.7
Track, outdoor 3 . . . . . . . . . . 678 22,898 33.8 732 21,516 29.4
Volleyball . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80 1,222 15.3 1,007 14,277 14.2
Water polo . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41 893 21.8 61 1,148 18.8
Wrestling . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 229 6,227 27.2 (X) (X) (X)

X Not applicable. 1 Includes other sports not shown separately. 2 Sport recognized by the NCAA but does not have an
NCAA championship. 3 Co-ed championship sport.

Source: The National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA), Indianapolis, IN, 2006−07 Participation Study (copyright). See
<http://www.ncaa.org/wps/portal>.

Table 1208. Participation in High School Athletic Programs by Sex:
1979 to 2007

[Data based on number of state associations reporting and may underrepresent the number of schools with and participants in
athletic programs]

Year
Participant 1

Sex and sport
Most popular sports,

2006−2007 2

Male Female School Participant

1979−80 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,517,829 1,750,264
1984−85 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,354,284 1,757,884 MALE
1985−86 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,344,275 1,807,121 Football (11-player) . . . . . . . . . . 13,922 1,104,548
1986−87 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,364,082 1,836,356 Basketball . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17,762 556,269
1987−88 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,425,777 1,849,684 Track & field (outdoor) . . . . . . . . 15,709 544,180
1988−89 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,416,844 1,839,352 Baseball . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15,458 477,430
1989−90 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,398,192 1,858,659 Soccer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11,066 377,999
1990−91 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,406,355 1,892,316 Wrestling . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9,445 257,246
1991−92 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,429,853 1,940,801 Cross country . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13,354 216,085
1992−93 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,416,389 1,997,489 Golf . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13,541 159,747
1993−94 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,472,967 2,130,315 Tennis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9,438 156,944
1994−95 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,536,359 2,240,461 Swimming & diving . . . . . . . . . . 6,358 106,738
1995−96 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,634,052 2,367,936
1996−97 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,706,225 2,474,043 FEMALE
1997−98 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,763,120 2,570,333 Basketball . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17,458 456,967
1998−99 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,832,352 2,652,726 Track & field (outdoor) . . . . . . . . 15,578 444,181
1999−20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,861,749 2,675,874 Volleyball . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14,881 405,832
2000−01 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,921,069 2,784,154 Softball (fast pitch). . . . . . . . . . . 14,968 373,448
2001−02 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,960,517 2,806,998 Soccer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,503 337,632
2002−03 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,988,738 2,856,358 Cross country . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13,146 183,376
2003−04 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,038,253 2,865,299 Tennis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9,678 176,696
2004−05 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,110,319 2,908,390 Swimming & diving . . . . . . . . . . 6,708 143,639
2005−06 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,206,549 2,953,355 Competitive spirit squads . . . . . . 3,743 95,177
2006−07 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,321,103 3,021,807 Golf . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9,046 66,283

1 A participant is counted in the number of sports participated in. 2 Ten most popular sports for each sex in terms of number
of participants.

Source: National Federation of State High School Associations, Indianapolis, IN, The 2006−2007 High School Athletics
Participation Survey (copyright). See <http://www.nfhs.org/>.
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