
Table 396. Political Party Control of State Legislatures by Party: 1983 to 2008

[As of beginning of year. Nebraska has a nonpartisan legislature]

Year

Legislatures under—

Demo-
cratic

control

Split
control

or tie

Re-
publi-

can
control

1983 1 . . . 34 4 11
1985 . . . . 27 11 11
1987 . . . . 28 12 9
1989 2 . . . 28 13 8
1990 . . . . 29 11 9
1992 . . . . 29 14 6
1993 . . . . 25 16 8

Year

Legislatures under—

Demo-
cratic

control

Split
control

or tie

Re-
publi-

can
control

1994 . . . . 24 17 8
1995 . . . . 18 12 19
1996 . . . . 16 15 18
1997 . . . . 20 11 18
1999 . . . . 20 12 17
2000 . . . . 16 15 18
2001 . . . . 16 15 18

Year

Legislatures under—

Demo-
cratic

control

Split
control

or tie

Re-
publi-

can
control

2002 . . . . 17 15 17
2003 . . . . 16 12 21
2004 . . . . 17 11 21
2005 . . . . 19 10 20
2006 . . . . 19 10 20
2007 . . . . 22 12 15
2008 . . . . 23 14 12

1 Two 1984 midterm recall elections resulted in a change in control of the Michigan State Senate. At the time of the 1984
election, therefore, Democrats controlled 33 legislatures. 2 A party change during the year by a Democratic representative broke
the tie in the Indiana House of Representatives, giving the Republicans control of both chambers.

Source: National Conference of State Legislatures, Denver, CO, State Legislatures, periodic.

Table 397. Women Holding State Public Offices by Office and State: 2007

[As of January. For data on women in U.S. Congress, see Table 390]

State

Total

State-
wide

elective
executive

office 1

State legislature

Total Percent 2

U.S. . . . . 1,808 76 1,732 24

AL . . . . . . . 23 5 18 13
AK . . . . . . . 14 1 13 22
AZ . . . . . . . 33 3 30 33
AR . . . . . . . 29 1 28 21
CA . . . . . . . 34 1 33 28
CO. . . . . . . 36 2 34 34
CT . . . . . . . 57 4 53 28
DE . . . . . . . 20 1 19 31
FL . . . . . . . 38 1 37 23
GA. . . . . . . 49 3 46 19
HI . . . . . . . 26 1 25 33
ID . . . . . . . 26 1 25 24
IL. . . . . . . . 49 1 48 27
IN . . . . . . . 31 2 29 19
IA . . . . . . . 35 1 34 23
KS . . . . . . . 51 3 48 29
KY . . . . . . . 17 1 16 12
LA . . . . . . . 26 1 25 17
ME. . . . . . . 58 − 58 31
MD. . . . . . . 60 − 60 32
MA. . . . . . . 50 1 49 25
MI . . . . . . . 31 2 29 20
MN. . . . . . . 73 3 70 35
MS. . . . . . . 25 1 24 14

State

Total

State-
wide

elective
executive

office 1

State legislature

Total Percent 2

MO . . . . . . 41 3 38 19
MT. . . . . . . 38 1 37 25
NE . . . . . . . 10 1 9 (3)
NV . . . . . . . 22 3 19 30
NH. . . . . . . 151 − 151 36
NJ . . . . . . . 26 − 26 22
NM. . . . . . . 37 3 34 30
NY . . . . . . . 51 − 51 24
NC. . . . . . . 48 4 44 26
ND. . . . . . . 27 2 25 18
OH. . . . . . . 23 2 21 16
OK. . . . . . . 22 3 19 13
OR. . . . . . . 29 1 28 31
PA . . . . . . . 39 2 37 15
RI . . . . . . . 23 1 22 19
SC . . . . . . . 15 − 15 9
SD . . . . . . . 18 − 18 17
TN . . . . . . . 22 − 22 17
TX . . . . . . . 37 2 35 19
UT . . . . . . . 18 − 18 17
VT . . . . . . . 69 1 68 38
VA . . . . . . . 24 − 24 17
WA . . . . . . 52 2 50 34
WV . . . . . . 20 1 19 14
WI . . . . . . . 33 3 30 23
WY . . . . . . 22 1 21 23

− Represents zero. 1 Excludes women elected to the judiciary, women appointed to state cabinet-level positions, women
elected to executive posts by the legislature, and elected members of university Board of Trustees or Board of Education.
2 Calculated by U.S. Census Bureau based on total state legislature (both upper and lower houses) data from Table 395.
3 Nebraska—4-year term and only state to have a nonpartisan legislature.

Source: Center for the American Woman and Politics, Eagleton Institute of Politics, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ,
information releases, (copyright).
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