
Table 793. Farms by Size and Type of Organization: 1974 to 2002

[2,314 represents 2,314,000. For comments on adjustment, see text this section]

Size and type of organization Unit
Not adjusted for coverage

1997 1 2002 11974 1978 1982 1987 1992 1997

Farms. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,000 . . . . . 2,314 2,258 2,241 2,088 1,925 1,912 2,216 2,129
Land in farms. . . . . . . . . . . . . Mil. acres. . . 1,017 1,015 987 964 946 932 955 938
Average size of farm . . . . . . . . Acres . . . . . 440 449 440 462 491 487 431 441

Farms by size:
Under 10 acres . . . . . . . . . . 1,000 . . . . . 128 151 188 183 166 154 205 179
10 to 49 acres . . . . . . . . . . 1,000 . . . . . 380 392 449 412 388 411 531 564
50 to 179 acres. . . . . . . . . . 1,000 . . . . . 828 759 712 645 584 593 694 659
180 to 499 acres . . . . . . . . . 1,000 . . . . . 616 582 527 478 428 403 428 389
500 to 999 acres . . . . . . . . . 1,000 . . . . . 207 213 204 200 186 176 179 162
1,000 to 1,999 acres . . . . . . 1,000 . . . . . 93 98 97 102 102 101 103 99
2,000 acres or more . . . . . . 1,000 . . . . . 62 63 65 67 71 75 74 78

Farms by type of organization:
Family or individual . . . . . . . 1,000 . . . . . (NA) 1,966 1,946 1,809 1,653 1,643 1,923 1,910
Partnership . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,000 . . . . . (NA) 233 223 200 187 169 186 130
Corporation . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,000 . . . . . (NA) 50 60 67 73 84 90 74
Other 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,000 . . . . . (NA) 9 12 12 12 15 17 16

NA Not available. 1 Data have been adjusted for coverage; see text this section. 2 Cooperative, estate or trust,
institutional, etc.

Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture, National Agricultural Statistics Service, 2002 Census of Agriculture, Vol. 1.

Table 794. Farms—Number and Acreage by Size of Farm: 1997 and 2002

[2,216 represents 2,216,000. Data have been adjusted for coverage; see text this section]

Size of farm

Number of farms
(1,000)

Land in farms
(mil. acres)

Cropland harvested
(mil. acres)

Percent distribution,
2002

1997 2002 1997 2002 1997 2002
Number
of farms

All land
in farms

Cropland
harvested

Total . . . . . . . . . . 2,216 2,129 954.8 938.3 318.9 302.7 100.0 100.0 100.0

Under 10 acres . . . . . . 205 179 0.9 0.8 0.3 0.2 8.4 0.1 0.1
10 to 49 acres . . . . . . . 531 564 14.0 14.7 4.3 4.1 26.5 1.6 1.4
50 to 69 acres . . . . . . . 154 152 9.0 8.8 2.7 2.5 7.1 0.9 0.8
70 to 99 acres . . . . . . . 200 191 16.5 15.7 5.2 4.7 9.0 1.7 1.5
100 to 139 acres . . . . . 187 175 21.7 20.2 7.0 6.1 8.2 2.2 2.0
140 to 179 acres . . . . . 153 142 24.1 22.3 8.4 7.3 6.7 2.4 2.4
180 to 219 acres . . . . . 100 91 19.8 18.0 7.2 6.2 4.3 1.9 2.1
220 to 259 acres . . . . . 79 72 18.8 17.1 7.5 6.5 3.4 1.8 2.1
260 to 499 acres . . . . . 249 226 89.2 80.6 40.1 34.1 10.6 8.6 11.3
500 to 999 acres . . . . . 179 162 124.6 112.4 66.5 56.7 7.6 12.0 18.7
1,000 to 1,999 acres. . . 103 99 140.7 135.7 75.9 72.8 4.7 14.5 24.0
2,000 acres or more . . . 74 78 475.6 491.9 94.1 101.6 3.7 52.4 33.6

Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture, National Agricultural Statistics Service, 2002 Census of Agriculture, Vol. 1.

Table 795. Farms—Number, Acreage, and Value by Tenure of Principal Operator
and Type of Organization: 1997 and 2002

[2,216 represents 2,216,000. Full owners own all the land they operate. Part owners own a part and rent from others the rest of
the land they operate. A principal operator is the person primarily responsible for the on-site, day-to-day operation of the farm or
ranch business. Data have been adjusted for coverage; see text this section]

Item and year Unit

Total 1

Tenure of operator Type of organization

Full
owner

Part
owner Tenant

Family
or indi-
vidual

Partner-
ship

Corpor-
ation

NUMBER OF FARMS
1997 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,000 . . . . . 2,216 1,385 616 215 1,923 186 90
2002, total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,000 . . . . . 2,129 1,428 551 150 1,910 130 74

Under 50 acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,000 . . . . . 743 639 64 41 697 24 18
50 to 179 acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,000 . . . . . 659 487 131 41 611 31 12
180 to 499 acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,000 . . . . . 389 203 153 33 344 29 12
500 to 999 acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,000 . . . . . 162 54 91 17 133 17 10
1,000 acres or more . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,000 . . . . . 177 46 112 18 125 29 21

LAND IN FARMS
1997 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mil. acres. . . 955 332 512 111 605 151 133
2002 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mil. acres. . . 938 357 495 87 622 146 108

Value of land and buildings, 2002 2 . . . Bil. dol. . . . . 1,145 495 551 99 836 158 129
Value of farm products sold, 2002 . . . . Bil. dol. . . . . 201 88 91 22 104 37 57

1 Includes other types, not shown separately. 2 Based on a sample of farms.

Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture, National Agricultural Statistics Service, 2002 Census of Agriculture, Vol. 1.
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