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harvest specifications the ABCs and 
TACs are reduced from 5,227 mt in 2008 
to 4,781 mt in 2009 and to 4,465 mt in 
2010 (see Tables 1 and 2). The final 
2008 SAFE report accounted for the 
removal of dark rockfish from the PSR 
complex. Based on the approval of 
Amendment 77, the Council 
recommended final 2009 and 2010 
harvest specifications for GOA 
groundfish. 

Changes From the Proposed 2009 and 
2010 Harvest Specifications in the GOA 

In October 2008, the Council’s 
recommendations for the proposed 2009 
and 2010 harvest specifications (73 FR 
73222, December 2, 2008) were based 
largely upon information contained in 
the final 2007 SAFE report for the GOA 
groundfish fisheries, dated November 
2007 (see ADDRESSES). The Council 
recommended that the proposed OFLs, 
ABCs, and TACs established for the 
groundfish fisheries in 2009 (73 FR 
10562, February 27, 2008 see Table 2) be 
rolled over to 2009 and 2010, with the 
exception of sablefish and ‘‘other 
species’’ pending completion and 
review of the 2008 SAFE report at its 
December 2008 meeting. 

The 2008 SAFE report, which was not 
available when the Council made its 
recommendations in October 2008, 
contains the best and most recent 
scientific information on the condition 
of the groundfish stocks. This report 
was considered in December 2008 by 

the Council when it made 
recommendations for the final 2009 and 
2010 harvest specifications. Based on 
the final 2008 SAFE report, the sum of 
the 2009 final TACs for the GOA 
(242,727 mt) is 36,537 mt lower than the 
sum of the proposed 2009 TACs 
(279,264 mt). The largest 2009 decreases 
occurred for pollock, from 78,170 mt to 
49,900 mt (36 percent decrease); for 
Pacific cod, from 50,269 mt to 41,807 mt 
(17 percent decrease); for sablefish, from 
11,633 mt to 11,160 mt (4 percent 
decrease); for pelagic shelf rockfish, 
from 5,140 mt to 4,781 mt (7 percent 
decrease); and for demersal shelf 
rockfish, from 382 mt to 362 mt (5 
percent decrease). The largest increases 
occurred for rex sole, from 8,468 mt to 
8,996 mt (6 percent increase) and for 
Atka mackerel, from 1,500 mt to 2,000 
mt (33 percent increase). Other 
increases or decreases in 2009 are 
within 2 percent of the proposed 
specifications. 

The sum of the 2010 final TACs for 
the GOA (284,688 mt) is 5,424 mt higher 
than the sum of the proposed 2010 
TACs (279,264 mt). The largest 2010 
decreases occurred for pollock, from 
78,170 mt to 74,330 mt (5 percent 
decrease); for sablefish, from 11,633 mt 
to 10,337 mt (11 percent decrease), for 
pelagic shelf rockfish, from 5,140 mt to 
4,465 (13 percent decrease); and for 
demersal shelf rockfish, from 382 mt to 
362 mt (5 percent decrease). The largest 
increases occurred for Pacific cod from 

50,269 mt to 60,102 (20 percent 
increase); for deep-water flatfish from 
9,172 mt to 9,793 (7 percent increase); 
for rex sole, from 8,468 mt to 8,827 mt 
(4 percent increase); and for Atka 
mackerel, from 1,500 mt to 2,000 mt (33 
percent increase). Other increases or 
decreases in 2010 are within 2 percent 
of the proposed specifications. 

Compared to the proposed 2009 and 
2010 harvest specifications, the 
Council’s final 2009 and 2010 TAC 
recommendations increase fishing 
opportunities for species for which the 
Council had sufficient information to 
raise TAC levels. For 2009, these 
include rex sole, Pacific ocean perch, 
and Atka mackerel. For 2010, TACs 
were increased for Pacific cod, deep- 
water flatfish, rex sole, flathead sole, 
Pacific ocean perch, and Atka mackerel. 
Conversely, the Council reduced TAC 
levels to provide greater protection for 
some species. In 2009, TACs were 
reduced for pollock, Pacific cod, 
sablefish, pelagic shelf rockfish, and 
demersal shelf rockfish. In 2010, TACs 
were again reduced for pollock, 
sablefish, pelagic shelf rockfish, and 
demersal shelf rockfish. The changes in 
the final rule from the proposed rule are 
based on the most recent scientific 
information and implement the harvest 
strategy described in the proposed rule 
for the harvest specifications. Tables 1 
and 2 list the 2009 and 2010 final OFL, 
ABC, and TAC amounts for GOA 
groundfish, respectively. 

TABLE 1—FINAL 2009 ABCS, TACS, AND OFLS OF GROUNDFISH FOR THE WESTERN/CENTRAL/WEST YAKUTAT (W/C/ 
WYK), WESTERN (W), CENTRAL (C), EASTERN (E) REGULATORY AREAS, AND IN THE WEST YAKUTAT (WYK), 
SOUTHEAST OUTSIDE (SEO), AND GULFWIDE (GW) DISTRICTS OF THE GULF OF ALASKA 

[Values are rounded to the nearest metric ton] 

Species Area/district 1 ABC TAC OFL 

Pollock 2 .......................................................... Shumagin (610) .............................................. 15,249 15,249 n/a 
Chirikof (620) .................................................. 14,098 14,098 n/a 
Kodiak (630) ................................................... 11,058 11,058 n/a 
WYK (640) ...................................................... 1,215 1,215 n/a 

Subtotal .................................................... W/C/WYK ....................................................... 41,620 41,620 58,590 

SEO (650) ...................................................... 8,280 8,280 11,040 

Total .................................................. ......................................................................... 49,900 49,900 69,630 

Pacific cod 3 .................................................... W .................................................................... 21,567 16,175 n/a 
C ..................................................................... 31,521 23,641 n/a 
E ..................................................................... 2,212 1,991 n/a 

Total .................................................. ......................................................................... 55,300 41,807 66,600 

Flatfish 4 (deep-water) ..................................... W .................................................................... 706 706 n/a 
C ..................................................................... 6,927 6,927 n/a 
WYK ............................................................... 997 997 n/a 
SEO ................................................................ 538 538 n/a 

Total .................................................. ......................................................................... 9,168 9,168 11,578 

Rex sole .......................................................... W .................................................................... 1,007 1,007 n/a 
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TABLE 1—FINAL 2009 ABCS, TACS, AND OFLS OF GROUNDFISH FOR THE WESTERN/CENTRAL/WEST YAKUTAT (W/C/ 
WYK), WESTERN (W), CENTRAL (C), EASTERN (E) REGULATORY AREAS, AND IN THE WEST YAKUTAT (WYK), 
SOUTHEAST OUTSIDE (SEO), AND GULFWIDE (GW) DISTRICTS OF THE GULF OF ALASKA—Continued 

[Values are rounded to the nearest metric ton] 

Species Area/district 1 ABC TAC OFL 

C ..................................................................... 6,630 6,630 n/a 
WYK ............................................................... 513 513 n/a 
SEO ................................................................ 846 846 n/a 

Total .................................................. ......................................................................... 8,996 8,996 11,756 

Flathead sole .................................................. W .................................................................... 13,010 2,000 n/a 
C ..................................................................... 29,273 5,000 n/a 
WYK ............................................................... 3,531 3,531 n/a 
SEO ................................................................ 650 650 n/a 

Total .................................................. ......................................................................... 46,464 11,181 57,911 

Flatfish 5 (shallow-water) ................................. W .................................................................... 26,360 4,500 n/a 
C ..................................................................... 29,873 13,000 n/a 
WYK ............................................................... 3,333 3,333 n/a 
SEO ................................................................ 1,423 1,423 n/a 

Total .................................................. ......................................................................... 60,989 22,256 74,364 

Arrowtooth flounder ......................................... W .................................................................... 30,148 8,000 n/a 
C ..................................................................... 164,251 30,000 n/a 
WYK ............................................................... 14,908 2,500 n/a 
SEO ................................................................ 12,205 2,500 n/a 

Total .................................................. ......................................................................... 221,512 43,000 261,022 

Sablefish 6 ....................................................... W .................................................................... 1,640 1,640 n/a 
C ..................................................................... 4,990 4,990 n/a 
WYK ............................................................... 1,784 1,784 n/a 
SEO ................................................................ 2,746 2,746 n/a 

Subtotal .................................................... E (WYK and SEO) ......................................... 4,530 4,530 n/a 

Total .................................................. ......................................................................... 11,160 11,160 13,190 

Pacific ocean perch 7 ...................................... W .................................................................... 3,713 3,713 4,409 
C ..................................................................... 8,246 8,246 9,790 
WYK ............................................................... 1,108 1,108 n/a 
SEO ................................................................ 2,044 2,044 n/a 

Subtotal .................................................... E (WYK and SEO) ......................................... 3,152 3,152 3,741 

Total .................................................. ......................................................................... 15,111 15,111 17,940 

Shortraker rockfish 8 ........................................ W .................................................................... 120 120 n/a 
C ..................................................................... 315 315 n/a 
E ..................................................................... 463 463 n/a 

Total .................................................. ......................................................................... 898 898 1,197 

Rougheye rockfish 9 ........................................ W .................................................................... 125 125 n/a 
C ..................................................................... 833 833 n/a 
E ..................................................................... 326 326 n/a 

Total .................................................. ......................................................................... 1,284 1,284 1,545 

Other rockfish 10 11 .......................................... W .................................................................... 357 357 n/a 
C ..................................................................... 569 569 n/a 
WYK ............................................................... 604 604 n/a 
SEO ................................................................ 2,767 200 n/a 

Total .................................................. ......................................................................... 4,297 1,730 5,624 

Northern rockfish 11 12 ..................................... W .................................................................... 2,054 2,054 n/a 
C ..................................................................... 2,308 2,308 n/a 
E ..................................................................... 0 0 n/a 

Total .................................................. ......................................................................... 4,362 4,362 5,204 
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TABLE 1—FINAL 2009 ABCS, TACS, AND OFLS OF GROUNDFISH FOR THE WESTERN/CENTRAL/WEST YAKUTAT (W/C/ 
WYK), WESTERN (W), CENTRAL (C), EASTERN (E) REGULATORY AREAS, AND IN THE WEST YAKUTAT (WYK), 
SOUTHEAST OUTSIDE (SEO), AND GULFWIDE (GW) DISTRICTS OF THE GULF OF ALASKA—Continued 

[Values are rounded to the nearest metric ton] 

Species Area/district 1 ABC TAC OFL 

Pelagic shelf rockfish 13 .................................. W .................................................................... 819 819 n/a 
C ..................................................................... 3,404 3,404 n/a 
WYK ............................................................... 234 234 n/a 
SEO ................................................................ 324 324 n/a 

Total .................................................. ......................................................................... 4,781 4,781 5,803 

Thornyhead rockfish ....................................... W .................................................................... 267 267 n/a 
C ..................................................................... 860 860 n/a 
E ..................................................................... 783 783 n/a 

Total .................................................. ......................................................................... 1,910 1,910 2,540 

Big skates 14 .................................................... W .................................................................... 632 632 n/a 
C ..................................................................... 2,065 2,065 n/a 
E ..................................................................... 633 633 n/a 

Total .................................................. ......................................................................... 3,330 3,330 4,439 

Longnose skates 15 ......................................... W .................................................................... 78 78 n/a 
C ..................................................................... 2,041 2,041 n/a 
E ..................................................................... 768 768 n/a 

Total .................................................. ......................................................................... 2,887 2,887 3,849 

Other skates 16 ................................................ GW ................................................................. 2,104 2,104 2,806 
Demersal shelf rockfish 17 ............................... SEO ................................................................ 362 362 580 
Atka mackerel ................................................. GW ................................................................. 4,700 2,000 6,200 
Other species 18 .............................................. GW ................................................................. 6,540 4,500 8,720 

Total .................................................. ......................................................................... 516,055 242,727 632,498 

1 Regulatory areas and districts are defined at 50 CFR 679.2. (W=Western Gulf of Alaska; C=Central Gulf of Alaska; E=Eastern Gulf of Alaska; 
WYK=West Yakutat District; SEO=Southeast Outside District; GW=Gulf-wide). 

2 Pollock is apportioned in the Western/Central Regulatory Areas among three statistical areas. During the A season, the apportionment is 
based on an adjusted estimate of the relative distribution of pollock biomass of approximately 32 percent, 43 percent, and 25 percent in Statis-
tical Areas 610, 620, and 630, respectively. During the B season, the apportionment is based on the relative distribution of pollock biomass at 32 
percent, 54 percent, and 14 percent in Statistical Areas 610, 620, and 630, respectively. During the C and D seasons, the apportionment is 
based on the relative distribution of pollock biomass at 43 percent, 21 percent, and 35 percent in Statistical Areas 610, 620, and 630, respec-
tively. Tables 5 and 6 list the 2009 and 2010 seasonal apportionments of pollock. In the WYK District and SEO Districts of the Eastern Regu-
latory Area, pollock is not divided into seasonal allowances. 

3 The annual Pacific cod TAC is apportioned 60 percent to an A season and 40 percent to a B season in the Western and Central Regulatory 
Areas of the GOA. Pacific cod is allocated 90 percent for processing by the inshore component and 10 percent for processing by the offshore 
component in the Western and Central Regulatory Areas of the GOA. Tables 7 and 8 list the 2009 and 2010 seasonal apportionments and com-
ponent allocations of the Pacific cod TAC. 

4 ‘‘Deep-water flatfish’’ means Dover sole, Greenland turbot, and deepsea sole. 
5 ‘‘Shallow-water flatfish’’ means flatfish not including ‘‘deep water flatfish,’’ flathead sole, rex sole, or arrowtooth flounder. 
6 Sablefish is allocated to trawl and hook-and-line gears for 2008 and to trawl gear in 2009. Tables 3 and 4 list the 2008 and 2009 allocations 

of sablefish. 
7 ‘‘Pacific ocean perch’’ means Sebastes alutus. 
8 ‘‘Shortraker rockfish’’ means Sebastes borealis. 
9 ‘‘Rougheye rockfish’’ means Sebastes aleutianus (rougheye) and Sebastes melanostictus (blackspotted). 
10 ‘‘Other rockfish’’ in the Western and Central Regulatory Areas and in the WYK District means slope rockfish and demersal shelf rockfish. 

The category ‘‘other rockfish’’ in the SEO District means slope rockfish. 
11 ‘‘Slope rockfish’’ means Sebastes aurora (aurora), S. melanostomus (blackgill), S. paucispinis (bocaccio), S. goodei (chilipepper), S. crameri 

(darkblotch), S. elongatus (greenstriped), S. variegatus (harlequin), S. wilsoni (pygmy), S. babcocki (redbanded), S. proriger (redstripe), S. 
zacentrus (sharpchin), S. jordani (shortbelly), S. brevispinis (silvergrey), S. diploproa (splitnose), S. saxicola (stripetail), S. miniatus (vermilion), 
and S. reedi (yellowmouth). In the Eastern Regulatory Area only, slope rockfish also includes northern rockfish, S. polyspinis. 

12 ‘‘Northern rockfish’’ means Sebastes polyspinis. The 2 mt ABC for northern rockfish in the Eastern Regulatory Area has been combined with 
the ABC for slope rockfish in the WYK District. 

13 ‘‘Pelagic shelf rockfish’’ means Sebastes variabilis (dusky), S. entomelas (widow), and S. flavidus (yellowtail). 
14 Big skate means Raja binoculata. 
15 Longnose skate means Raja rhina. 
16 Other skates means Bathyraja spp. 
17 ‘‘Demersal shelf rockfish’’ means Sebastes pinniger (canary), S. nebulosus (china), S. caurinus (copper), S. maliger (quillback), S. 

helvomaculatus (rosethorn), S. nigrocinctus (tiger), and S. ruberrimus (yelloweye). 
18 ‘‘Other species’’ means sculpins, sharks, squid, and octopus. 
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