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FOREWORD

This March 2005 edition is a complete reissue of the Federal Acquisition
Regulation (FAR). It includes all Federal Acquisition Circulars through
2001-27.

The FAR is the primary regulation for use by all Federal Executive agencies in
their acquisition of supplies and services with appropriated funds. It became
effective on April 1, 1984, and is issued within applicable laws under the joint
authorities of the Administrator of General Services, the Secretary of Defense,
and the Administrator for the National Aeronautics and Space Administration,
under the broad policy guidelines of the Administrator, Office of Federal
Procurement Policy, Office of Management and Budget.

The FAR precludes agency acquisition regulations that unnecessarily repeat,
paraphrase, or otherwise restate the FAR, limits agency acquisition regulations
to those necessary to implement FAR policies and procedures within an agency,
and provides for coordination, simplicity, and uniformity in the Federal
acquisition process. It also provides for agency and public participation in
developing the FAR and agency acquisition regulation.
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SUBPART 1.1—PURPOSE, AUTHORITY, ISSUANCE

1.102-2

1.000 Scope of part.

This part sets forth basic policies and general information
about the Federal Acquisition Regulations System including
purpose, authority, applicability, issuance, arrangement, num-
bering, dissemination, implementation, supplementation,
maintenance, administration, and deviation. Subparts 1.2, 1.3,
and 1.4 prescribe administrative procedures for maintaining
the FAR System.

Subpart 1.1—Purpose, Authority, Issuance

1.101 Purpose.

The Federal Acquisition Regulations System is established
for the codification and publication of uniform policies and
procedures for acquisition by all executive agencies. The Fed-
eral Acquisition Regulations System consists of the Federal
Acquisition Regulation (FAR), which is the primary docu-
ment, and agency acquisition regulations that implement or
supplement the FAR. The FAR System does not include inter-
nal agency guidance of the type described in 1.301(a)(2).

1.102 Statement of guiding principles for the Federal

Acquisition System.

(a) The vision for the Federal Acquisition System is to
deliver on a timely basis the best value product or service to
the customer, while maintaining the public’s trust and fulfill-
ing public policy objectives. Participants in the acquisition
process should work together as a team and should be empow-
ered to make decisions within their area of responsibility.

(b) The Federal Acquisition System will—

(1) Satisfy the customer in terms of cost, quality, and
timeliness of the delivered product or service by, for
example—

(1) Maximizing the use of commercial products and
services;

(i1) Using contractors who have a track record of suc-
cessful past performance or who demonstrate a current supe-
rior ability to perform; and

(iii) Promoting competition;

(2) Minimize administrative operating costs;

(3) Conduct business with integrity, fairness, and
openness; and

(4) Fulfill public policy objectives.

(c) The Acquisition Team consists of all participants in
Government acquisition including not only representatives of
the technical, supply, and procurement communities but also
the customers they serve, and the contractors who provide the
products and services.

(d) The role of each member of the Acquisition Team is to
exercise personal initiative and sound business judgment in
providing the best value product or service to meet the cus-
tomer’s needs. In exercising initiative, Government members
of the Acquisition Team may assume if a specific strategy,

practice, policy or procedure is in the best interests of the Gov-
ernment and is not addressed in the FAR, nor prohibited by
law (statute or case law), Executive order or other regulation,
that the strategy, practice, policy or procedure is a permissible
exercise of authority.

1.102-1 Discussion.

(a) Introduction. The statement of Guiding Principles for
the Federal Acquisition System (System) represents a concise
statement designed to be user-friendly for all participants in
Government acquisition. The following discussion of the
principles is provided in order to illuminate the meaning of the
terms and phrases used. The framework for the System
includes the Guiding Principles for the System and the sup-
porting policies and procedures in the FAR.

(b) Vision. All participants in the System are responsible
for making acquisition decisions that deliver the best value
product or service to the customer. Best value must be viewed
from a broad perspective and is achieved by balancing the
many competing interests in the System. The result is a system
which works better and costs less.

1.102-2 Performance standards.

(a) Satisfy the customer in terms of cost, quality, and time-
liness of the delivered product or service. (1) The principal
customers for the product or service provided by the System
are the users and line managers, acting on behalf of the Amer-
ican taxpayer.

(2) The System must be responsive and adaptive to cus-
tomer needs, concerns, and feedback. Implementation of
acquisition policies and procedures, as well as consideration
of timeliness, quality, and cost throughout the process, must
take into account the perspective of the user of the product or
service.

(3) When selecting contractors to provide products or
perform services, the Government will use contractors who
have a track record of successful past performance or who
demonstrate a current superior ability to perform.

(4) The Government must not hesitate to communicate
with the commercial sector as early as possible in the acqui-
sition cycle to help the Government determine the capabilities
available in the commercial marketplace. The Government
will maximize its use of commercial products and services in
meeting Government requirements.

(5) It is the policy of the System to promote competition
in the acquisition process.

(6) The System must perform in a timely, high quality,
and cost-effective manner.

(7) All members of the Team are required to employ
planning as an integral part of the overall process of acquiring
products or services. Although advance planning is required,
each member of the Team must be flexible in order to accom-
modate changing or unforeseen mission needs. Planning is a

1.1-1
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tool for the accomplishment of tasks, and application of its
discipline should be commensurate with the size and nature of
a given task.

(b) Minimize administrative operating costs. (1) In order
to ensure that maximum efficiency is obtained, rules, regula-
tions, and policies should be promulgated only when their
benefits clearly exceed the costs of their development, imple-
mentation, administration, and enforcement. This applies to
internal administrative processes, including reviews, and to
rules and procedures applied to the contractor community.

(2) The System must provide uniformity where it con-
tributes to efficiency or where fairness or predictability is
essential. The System should also, however, encourage inno-
vation, and local adaptation where uniformity is not essential.

(c) Conduct business with integrity, fairness, and open-
ness. (1) An essential consideration in every aspect of the
System is maintaining the public’s trust. Not only must the
System have integrity, but the actions of each member of the
Team must reflect integrity, fairness, and openness. The foun-
dation of integrity within the System is a competent, experi-
enced, and well-trained, professional workforce.
Accordingly, each member of the Team is responsible and
accountable for the wise use of public resources as well as act-
ing in a manner which maintains the public’s trust. Fairness
and openness require open communication among team mem-
bers, internal and external customers, and the public.

(2) To achieve efficient operations, the System must
shift its focus from “risk avoidance” to one of “risk manage-
ment.” The cost to the taxpayer of attempting to eliminate all
risk is prohibitive. The Executive Branch will accept and
manage the risk associated with empowering local procure-
ment officials to take independent action based on their pro-
fessional judgment.

(3) The Government shall exercise discretion, use
sound business judgment, and comply with applicable laws
and regulations in dealing with contractors and prospective
contractors. All contractors and prospective contractors shall
be treated fairly and impartially but need not be treated the
same.

(d) Fulfill public policy objectives. The System must sup-
port the attainment of public policy goals adopted by the Con-
gress and the President. In attaining these goals, and in its
overall operations, the process shall ensure the efficient use of
public resources.

1.102-3 Acquisition Team.

The purpose of defining the Federal Acquisition Team
(Team) in the Guiding Principles is to ensure that participants
in the System are identified beginning with the customer and
ending with the contractor of the product or service. By iden-
tifying the team members in this manner, teamwork, unity of
purpose, and open communication among the members of the

1.1-2

Team in sharing the vision and achieving the goal of the Sys-
tem are encouraged. Individual team members will participate
in the acquisition process at the appropriate time.

1.102-4 Role of the Acquisition Team.

(a) Government members of the Team must be empowered
to make acquisition decisions within their areas of responsi-
bility, including selection, negotiation, and administration of
contracts consistent with the Guiding Principles. In particular,
the contracting officer must have the authority to the maxi-
mum extent practicable and consistent with law, to determine
the application of rules, regulations, and policies, on a specific
contract.

(b) The authority to make decisions and the accountability
for the decisions made will be delegated to the lowest level
within the System, consistent with law.

(c) The Team must be prepared to perform the functions
and duties assigned. The Government is committed to provide
training, professional development, and other resources nec-
essary for maintaining and improving the knowledge, skills,
and abilities for all Government participants on the Team,
both with regard to their particular area of responsibility
within the System, and their respective role as a team member.
The contractor community is encouraged to do likewise.

(d) The System will foster cooperative relationships
between the Government and its contractors consistent with
its overriding responsibility to the taxpayers.

(e) The FAR outlines procurement policies and procedures
that are used by members of the Acquisition Team. If a policy
or procedure, or a particular strategy or practice, is in the best
interest of the Government and is not specifically addressed
in the FAR, nor prohibited by law (statute or case law), Exec-
utive order or other regulation, Government members of the
Team should not assume it is prohibited. Rather, absence of
direction should be interpreted as permitting the Team to inno-
vate and use sound business judgment that is otherwise con-
sistent with law and within the limits of their authority.
Contracting officers should take the lead in encouraging busi-
ness process innovations and ensuring that business decisions
are sound.

1.103 Authority.

(a) The development of the FAR System is in accordance
with the requirements of the Office of Federal Procurement
Policy Act of 1974 (Pub. L. 93-400), as amended by
Pub. L. 96-83.

(b) The FAR is prepared, issued, and maintained, and the
FAR System is prescribed jointly by the Secretary of Defense,
the Administrator of General Services, and the Administrator,
National Aeronautics and Space Administration, under their
several statutory authorities.



SUBPART 1.1—PURPOSE, AUTHORITY, ISSUANCE

1.106

1.104 Applicability.
The FAR applies to all acquisitions as defined in Part 2 of
the FAR, except where expressly excluded.

1.105 Issuance.

1.105-1 Publication and code arrangement.
(a) The FAR is published in—
(1) The daily issue of the Federal Register;
(2) Cumulated form in the Code of Federal Regulations
(CFR); and
(3) A separate loose-leaf edition.

(b) The FAR is issued as Chapter 1 of Title 48, CFR. Sub-
sequent chapters are reserved for agency acquisition regula-
tions that implement or supplement the FAR (see
Subpart 1.3). The CFR Staff will assign chapter numbers to
requesting agencies.

(c) Each numbered unit or segment (e.g., part, subpart, sec-
tion, etc.) of an agency acquisition regulation that is codified
in the CFR shall begin with the chapter number. However, the
chapter number assigned to the FAR will not be included in
the numbered units or segments of the FAR.

1.105-2 Arrangement of regulations.

(a) General. The FAR is divided into subchapters, parts
(each of which covers a separate aspect of acquisition), sub-
parts, sections, and subsections.

(b) Numbering. (1) The numbering system permits the dis-
crete identification of every FAR paragraph. The digits to the
left of the decimal point represent the part number. The num-
bers to the right of the decimal point and to the left of the dash
represent, in order, the subpart (one or two digits), and the sec-
tion (two digits). The number to the right of the dash repre-
sents the subsection. Subdivisions may be used at the section
and subsection level to identify individual paragraphs. The
following example illustrates the make-up of a FAR number
citation (note that subchapters are not used with citations):

25.108-2
Part 4—/
Subpart
Section
Subsection

(2) Subdivisions below the section or subsection level
consist of parenthetical alpha numerics using the following
sequence:

@(MOA)ND@)

(¢) References and citations. (1) Unless otherwise stated,
cross-references indicate parts, subparts, sections, subsec-
tions, paragraphs, subparagraphs, or subdivisions of this
regulation.

(2) This regulation may be referred to as the Federal
Acquisition Regulation or the FAR.
(3) Using the FAR coverage at 9.106-4(d) as a typical
illustration, reference to the—
(1) Part would be “FAR Part 9” outside the FAR and
“Part 9” within the FAR.
(i1) Subpart would be “FAR Subpart 9.1 outside the
FAR and “Subpart 9.1”* within the FAR.
(ii1) Section would be “FAR 9.106” outside the FAR
and “9.106” within the FAR.
(iv) Subsection would be “FAR 9.106-4” outside the
FAR and “9.106-4” within the FAR.
(v) Paragraph would be “FAR 9.106-4(d)” outside
the FAR and “9.106-4(d)” within the FAR.
(4) Citations of authority (e.g., statutes or Executive
orders) in the FAR shall follow the Federal Register form
guides.

1.105-3 Copies.
Copies of the FAR in Federal Register, loose-leaf,
CD-ROM, and CFR form may be purchased from the—

Superintendent of Documents
Government Printing Office (GPO)
Washington, DC 20402.

1.106 OMB approval under the Paperwork Reduction

Act.

The Paperwork Reduction Act of 1980 (Pub. L. 96-511)
imposes a requirem