
The Criminal Justice Process 
 
Here’s how a typical criminal case is prosecuted. (Note: Each state’s process may vary.) 
 
 

Defendant charged in 
“arraignment”

Suspect arrested and booked into jail 

Crime reported to/observed by police 

Crime is committed  
 

Defendant not indicted 
(“no bill”) 

Charges dismissed Case sent to grand jury 

Preliminary hearing held  

Defendant indicted 
(“true bill”) 

Defendant pleads “guilty” 
and is sentenced 

Defendant  
found “guilty”

Imprisonment, fines, community service, 
suspended sentence, and/or probation

Defendant pleads “not guilty” 
and goes to trial 

Defendant charged in 
“arraignment” 

Defendant found 
“not guilty”  


