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Quick Guide to the
2003 American Community Survey
in American FactFinder

Released January 6, 2005

What the American Community Survey means to you

The American Community Survey collects information similar to the Census 2000 such as
income; commute time to work, home value, and other important data on an annual basis. Now,
data users such as Federal, state and local governments, non-profit agencies, large and small
businesses, the media, and the general public can access this detailed demographic and housing
data annually instead of every 10 years, helping them make more accurate and informed
decisions.

In response to the needs of users, the new ACS data products provide the capability to rank
geographies in the new Ranking Tables and identify trends for a given geography across several
years in the new Multi Year Profiles.

The 2003 American Community Survey provides estimates for approximately 862
geographies including the Nation, all states, most areas with a population of 250,000 or
more, and selected areas of 65,000 or more. Geographic coverage will increase
significantly over time; for example, in 2005, when estimates for over 8,000 geographic
areas will be provided.

If you have questions or comments about the new products and features in AFF, please
use the Feedback or FAQs button, (at the top of each page in AFF) to send your questions
and comments.
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The changes to American FactFinder (AFF) for the 2003 American Community Survey
(ACS) fall into two categories:

A. Updates to the AFF web pages
B. Addition of new data products

A. Updates to the American FactFinder Web Pages

Al. The AFF Main Page

Use the search box, now located on the AFF main page, to type in the name of a city/town,
county, or ZIP Code to access the Fact Sheet containing the demographic and housing
information for your community.

You can further refine the search by selecting a state from the drop-down box. You can also pull
up a Fact Sheet for a state using the “or select a state using a map” hyperlink inside the search
Box.

In addition:
e The ‘Census Overview’ link has been renamed ‘About the Data’
Links to Genealogy, Religion have been shifted into the Special Interest section
The old Basic Facts hyperlink is gone from the main page
The Address Search (by Street Address) tool on the left has been changed to a hyperlink

U.S. Census Bureau

m Search Feedback FAQs Glossary Site Map Help

FACT SHEET
LS. Population Clock

2:29 pm EST Jan 06, 2004

£ 292 324 863

real-time population clocks

PEOPLE
et a Fact Sheet for your community...

city/ towen, l—
county, o Zip

HOUSING

BUSINESS AND
GOVERNMENT

ABOUT THE DATA or select & state using & map

DATA SETS Forage, education, income, and race, click People.
For home values, ownership, and martgage, click Housing.

Far foreign trade, governments, and housing starts, click
Business and Government.

Getting Detailed Data

To learn about Data Sets, check out Aboutthe Data.
Expertuser? Go directly to Data Sets.

Mew products and features in American FactFinder released
January Gth, 2005, more »

"Stay-at-home" parents top 5 million, Census Bureau reports.

MAPS AND
GEOGRAPHY

REFERENCE SHELF

TOOLS

| ~
Address Search...

Erter a street address
efind Census 2000

In the Spotlight

Nonemployer Statistics:
2002 - The number of small
husinesses continues to
growy; Mevada and Geargia
lead the way. mare »

Statistical Abstract of the United States:
2004-2005 - This just released edition of
the Mational Data Book is the standard
summary of statistics on the sacial,
paolitical, and economic organization of the
United States. more »

2002 Economic Census data available in
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A2. The 2003 Fact Sheet

The AFF Fact Sheet is now available for 2003. Click on the 2003 tab to view the Fact Sheet with
2003 American Community Survey data.

If 2003 data is not available for a selected geography, you will see a message “2003 data not
available for this geography” in place of the 2003 tab. See Section B for a discussion of the
geographic coverage of the 2003 American Community Survey.

Ability To View Accuracy Of ACS Sample Data

ACS data is based on a sample of the population and the data are estimates of the true value. The
accuracy of these estimates is reflected in certain statistical measures called the “Upper Bound”
and the “Lower Bound”.

You can see 2003 data with its associated Upper and Lower Bound values on the Fact Sheet, by
clicking the “show upper and lower bounds” hyperlink in the right hand corner above the table.
This link allows you to toggle between:

= the default view without Upper and Lower bounds shown
= the view with the Upper and Lower bounds shown

U.S. Census Bureau X %

=1 % g : Pl American FactFinder .
o > T

Main Search Feedback FAQs Glossary Site Map Help

FACT SHEET Main » Fact Sheet

FACT SHEET

PEOPLE

HOUSING city! toven, county, oF Zip

United States | Yirginia | Fairfax County
. L. Ifairfax county
Fairfax County, Virginia state

I “irginia hd l

search by address »

BUSINESS AND
GOVERNMENT

ABOUT THE DATA

DATA SETS 2000 ( zo03 )

N
2003 American Community Survey Marrative Profile | Reference hisp
s Data Profile Highlights:
GEOGRAPHY
Hote: The 2003 American Community Survey universe iz limited to the household populstion and excludes the population
REFERENCE SHELF living ininstitutions | college dormitaries, and other grougp gqusiters,
2L showy upper snd lovver bounds »
General Characteristics - show more >> Estimate =0
Tatal population 993,424 1000  100.0%
Male 497,719 a0.1 48.9%
Female 4957048 439 51.1%
Median age (years) ara 4} 36.0
IImdar & voare RO 7 Tn T N

Notes:
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A3. The AFF People Page and the Housing Page

The People and Housing pages are also available for 2003. Clicking on the tab takes the user to
the 2003 American Community Survey data for the selected geography.

The ‘2003’ hyperlinks for the topics on the People and Housing pages transport the user to the
ACS Data Profile for the geography while the ‘2003 and prior years’ links transport the users to
the Multi Year Profile for the geography. These products are described in more detail in section
B1 and B3.

In addition, the search tool near the top right corner allows users to perform a quick search by
typing in their city/town, county, or ZIP code as well as toggle to a Search by Address.

If more than one match is found for a geography (for example typing in ‘Washington’), the user
will be shown all the matches and asked to choose one.

American FactFindel

Glossary Site Map Help

FACT SHEET Main » People

PEOPLE PEOPLE
HOUSING A United States | Yirginia | Fairfax County city town, courty, ar Zip
. S Ifairfax county

BUSINESS AND Fairfax County, Virginia e

GOVERNMENT o S m
search by address »

ABOUT THE DATA zearch by address »

DATA SETS 2000 ([ 2003 )

S

2003 American Community Survey data:
MAPS AND

GEOGRAPHY Hote: Data are limited to the houzehold population and excludes the population living in institutions, college dormitories, and
ather group quarters. For more information on confidentialty protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions,
REFERENCE SHELF zee Survey Methodology .

TOOLS
Basic Counts / TotalPapuylation:
Population [ 2003 ) ERC2003 and prior years
S —

Sex and Age:
1 2003 | B3 2003 and prior years

Legend

[ data profiles
[viewy & single
geography)

[ ranking takles

Aging Age Groups:
M 2002 1 M 3007 and nrinr wears

Notes:
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A4. The AFF Data Sets Page
The Data Sets page has been updated.

= The Decennial Supplementary Survey (DSS) data sets have been moved under the
American Community Survey tab.

»= The 2003 American Community Survey Data Set with the new products has been added
to the American Community Survey page.

= Onthe ACS page, links to the ACS Public Use Microdata Samples (PUMS) the Quality
Measures are provided. Both the PUMS data and Quality Measures are available for four
years: 2000-2003.

' U.S. Census Bureau Ll LW [ 1) Years on the Web
; ﬁAmerlcan FaﬂFi“d@'!,,.ﬂ_ B Main Search Feedback FAQs Glossary  Site Map Help

Data Sets
You are here: biain # All Data Sets Load Guery | Clear all selections

B Select a program

American Community Economic Census i
Survey and Surveys mates

The American Cormmunity Survey is a way to provide the data

communities need every year instead of once in ten years. It is
an on-going survey that the Census Bureau plans will replace
the long form in the 2010 Census. more...

«  American Community Survey Main Page
+ Lualty Measures
« Public Use Mictodata Sample (PUMS] -
dovvnload data and view documentstie

D Explain Table and Map Formats

2-?-1':'( * 2003 American Community Surv B Select fram the following options:

The 2003 Summary Tables include estimates of demographic and economic
characteristics of people, househalds and housing units far every state in the
Mation, most areas with a population of 250,000 or more, and selected areas
of 65,000 or maore. The tables include housing units, both occupied and
wacant.

Data Profiles
Multi-Year Profiles

Ranking Tables

Detailed Tables

2002 | 2002 American Community Survey EEE e Meas
reference Maps

The 2002 Summary Tahles include estimates of demographic and economic
characteristics of people, househalds and housing units far every state in the Enter a tahle number
Mation, most areas with 2 population of 250,000 or more, and selected areas Lizt all tahle

of 65,000 or more. The tables include housing units, both occupied and d
wacant. Download PUME da

About this data set

| lzr Mitice nf Drnnned Tahles

Notes:
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B. New Products are available for the ACS data

In response to users’ needs for current demographic and housing data and their requests for
providing new ways to view the data, AFF has incorporated several new products from ACS:

pPOONME

oo

2003 Data Profiles,
2003 Narrative Profiles
2003 Multi-year Profiles,
2003 Ranking Tables
a. Confidence Interval Charts
2000-2003 ACS Public Use Microdata Samples (PUMS)
2000-2003 Quality Measures

B1. Things to Remember

When using the new data products you should remember these important facts:

1. The ACS 2003 data currently covers 862 geographies and the coverage will increase
significantly when full implementation begins in 2005.
2. The ACS data is based on a sample of the population. This means that the statistical
measures of accuracy (such as Upper and Lower Bounds) are important considerations.
3. Context Sensitive Help is available
4. In most cases, data may be downloaded in .csv or .rtf format (unless otherwise specified)
ACS Geographic Coverage 2003
Summary |Description Total # of Areas
Level covered in the
Code 2003 ACS
010 United States 1
020 Region
030 Division
040 State 51
050 County 241
060 County Sub Division 14
155 County part of place 74
160 Place 88
230 Alaskan Native Regional Council
250 American Indian Area
280 State part of American Indian Area
370 County-level metro area in New England
374 State part of county-level metro area in New England
380 MSA or CMSA 116
385 Primary MSA component of a CMSA 50
390 State part of MSA or CMSA
395 State part of Primary MSA
400 Urbanized Area
500 Congressional District 206
510 County part of congressional district
531 Place part of congressional district
790 Public Use Microdata Sample Area — 5% Census sample
A40 ACS Test Site 21
Total 862
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An overview of the ACS survey methodology may be accessed via the ‘Survey Methodology’
link on the pages of the various data products. The overview includes content and links to topics
such as data sampling, data sparsity, geographic coverage, and statistical measures of data

accuracy.

The following table outlines the 2003 geographic coverage of the ACS data products:

United State County | County Place MSA or | Primary 108th ACS Test
States Subdivision CMSA MSA [Congressional|  Site
District
Data Profiles X X X X X X X X X
Multi Year
Profiles X X X X X X X X
Ranking Tables X X X
PUMS X

Detailed descriptions of these new data products are provided in the following sections.
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B2. Data Profiles

. U.S. Census Bureau

y B (1) Years on the Web

American Community Survey - Data Profile
You are here: hain » All Data Sets b Geography b Results

| Print / Dvownload | Related Items

| United States
General Demographic Characteristics: 2003
2003 American C ity Survey S y Tables

2003 Data Profiles:

¥ Demographic

Social

Economic Demographic - Sex and Age, Race, Relationship, Househald by Type
Housging f Social - _Educ:ation, Marital Status, Feﬁilﬂy,_Grandparems...

Marrative Economic - Income, Employment, Occupation, Commuting to Work...

Housing - Ocoupancy and Structure, Housing Walue and Costs, Uilities ..
Marrative - Text profile with graphs for easy analysis..

2003 Multi-*'ear
Profile

Change geodraphy

tate. county. MOTE. Data are limited to the househaold population and exclude the populstion living in institutions, college

dormitories, and other group guatters. For information on confidertialty protection, sampling error,
nonsampling error, and definitions, see Survey Methodalocy.

General Demographic Characteristics: 2003 Estimate Lower Bound Upper Bound
Total population 282,909,885 wan wan
SEX AHD AGE
Male 136,396,524 138,345,711 136,447 337
Female 144 513,361 144 452 545 144 564,174
What are they?

Data Profiles allow users to view detailed demographic, social, economic, and housing
information about a particular geography. There are five types:

1. Demographic (Tabular data)

2. Social (Tabular data)

3. Economic (Tabular data)

4. Housing (Tabular data)

5. Narrative (Text with bar charts) — described in detail below

You may use the links above the table as well as on the left navigation bar to:
o Toggle between the five profile types,
e Navigate to the Multi Year Profile for the corresponding geography, and
e Change your geography selection.

How can | access them?
AFF Main Page—> Data Sets Page - Click ACS Tab - Choose Data Year - Click Data Profiles
hyperlink > Geography Selection - Demographic Data Profile (Default)
OR
(For 2003 Data Profile Only)
AFF People or Housing page - 2003 Tab - Choose Geography (using the Search box near the

top right corner) - Click the D 2003 hyperlink under a chosen topic=> 2003 Demographic
Data Profile (Default)

Available for: 2002 and 2003

Notes:




Quick Guide — 2003 ACS in AFF; January 2005 American Factfindell, .

B3. Narrative Profiles

U.S. Census Bureau L W [t Years on the Web

: L
& American FactFinder . Feedback FAOs Glossany Site Map Help

American Community Survey - Narrative Profile
You are here: hMain b Al Data Sets b Geography B

| Print | Related Items
2003 Data Profiles: | California
Demoaraphic Population and Housing Narrative Profile: 2003
E— 2003 American C ity Survey S y Tables

Demodgraphic - Sex and Age, Race, Relationship, Household by Type
Social - Education, Marital Status, Fertilty, Grandparents...

Economic - Income, Employment, Occupation, Commuting to work. ..
Housing - Occupancy and Structure, Housing Value and Costs, Lilities...
Harrative - Text profile with graphs for easy analysis

Economic
Housing
F Harrative

Chance qeocraphy
[state, county.
place..)

MOTE. Data are limited to the household population and exclude the population living in institutions, college
dormitories, and other group guarters. For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error,
nonsampling error, and defintions, see Survey Methodology .

FOPULATION OF California: In 2003, California had a household population of 34.7 million - 17.5
million (90 percent) fernales and 17.2 million (50 percent) males. The median age was 34.1 years.
Twenty-seven percent of the population were under 18 years and 10 percent were B5 years and
older

The Age Distribution of People in California in 2003

65 and over 10%%

45 to G4 2294

yory

What are they?

Narrative Profiles are a special type of Data Profile. They provide the capability to view a text-
based, easy-to-read narrative of the data found in the American Community Survey (ACS) tabular
Data Profiles.

Since a Data Profile is specific to a geography, so is the Narrative Profile that is associated with
it. Narrative Profiles include bar graphs of the data from the tabular Data Profile.

How can | access them?
Any Data Profile = Click the Narrative link (above the table or on the left nav bar)

OR
AFF 2003 Fact Sheet - Click the Narrative link (Top right corner of the page)

Available for: 2002 and 2003

Notes:

-10 -
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B4. Multi-Year Profiles

i[{)Years on the Web

Feedback FA

Glossary Site Map Help

American Community Survey - Multi-Year Profile
You are here: hain » &l Cata Sets » Geocraphy » Results

| Print/ annload | Related tems

2003 Multi-Year | California
Profiles: . | General Demographic Characteristics: 2003
» Demographic 2003 American C ity Survey S y Tahles

Social Demographic - Sex and Lge Race, Relstonsaip, Jousehld by Tyae

Economc | Socia - Educstion Marital Status, Fertilty, Grandparents...
Housing [ Coonoimic - Incoime, Cmployment, Ozcupation, Comimuting to Wiork....

| Housing - Occupancy and Strocture, Housing Value and Costs, tilties .
2603 Data Protile

Change geography
ate, coLnty

MOTE. Data are limiled to the housekold populaticn and exclude the population ving in natiutions, college
domitories, and other group guarters. Cor information on corfidentislcy potection sampling eror,
novzamplira erar, and definitions, see Survay Methodolooy.

AN rdicstes that the deta 1z sniticanly different than dats rom the most current year. & '© Indlcates
the data ars nontraled; shrwing whether they ae sinifcandly different is il appropriste

2003 200z 2001 2000

aphir: Char i=ti Percent Percent Percent Percent

Digtribution Distribution Distribution Distribution
Total population 34,650,690 3429287 | ¢ 33,661,509 | ¢ 33,051,894 ¢

EEX AHD ACE
hizle: 49.56% 4947% | * 944 | * 49.46%  *
Fetmale 50.44% S053% | * 50.56% | * 50.54% *
Under 5 yzars T32% TA0% | * TEI% | T4E%|
What are they?

Multi Year Profiles (MYP) show detailed demographic, economic, and housing data about a
selected geography over several years in tabular form. MYP allow users to view how geography
evolves across time and to identify trends and patterns.

How can I access them?
AFF Main Page—> Data Sets - Click ACS Tab - Choose Data Year - Click Multi Year
Profiles hyperlink = Geography Selection page = Demographic Multi Year Profile (Default)
OR
(For 2003 Multi Year Profile Only)
AFF People page or Housing page = Click 2003 Tab - Choose Geography (using the Search

box near the top right corner of the page) = Click the B 2003 and prior years hyperlink under a
chosen topic > 2003 Demographic Multi Year Profile (Default)

What must | remember?
e A ** indicates if a statistically significant difference exists between the data item for a
given year and the current year.
e A‘c’ indicates that the data are controlled and displaying a significant difference is not
appropriate.

Available for: 2002 and 2003

Notes:

-11 -
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B5. Ranking Tables

Ranking Tables may be viewed with and without statistical significance. Confidence Interval
Charts are associated with Ranking Tables.

Default View — Without Statistical Significance

@ U.S. Census Bureau * %\ N

. American Fac‘Fi“dei!,*r M| Main Search Feedback FAQs Glossary Site Map Help

=

American Community Survey - Ranking Tables
You are here: Main b Al Data Sets b Ranking Tables » Results

| Print / Download | Related Items

T T F'Iat?es within Unltf?d States . . ) .
—— Median Monthly Housing Costs for Specified Owner-occupied Housing Units (In 2003
fnr —ems Inflation-adjusted Dollars): 2000

o fc"culuﬁ Universe: Specified owner-occupied housing units
or places 2003 American Community Survey Summary Tables

F from 2003
from 2002 MNOTE. Data are limited to the household population and exclude the population living in institutions, college

— dormitories, and other group quarters. For information on confidentialty protection, sampling error,
with statistical nonsampling error, and definitions, see Survey Methodolo
gignificance
Rank [+] | Place [ Median Lower Bound Upper Bound

View... 1| San Jose city, C& 2,219 2114 2324

o o e 2| San Francisco city, CA 2157 2,085 2,226
3| Honolulu COP, HI 2,089 1,964 2214

Other tables... 4| Newe York city, MY 1,812 1,772 1,852
Select another 5| San DI.EQD .crty‘ A 1,792 1,734 1,550
ranking tabls 6| Ansheim city, CA 1,774 1,667 1,581

7| Los Angeles city, CA 1,750 1,702 1,795
& Long Beach city, CA 1,717 1,619 1,815
9| Oakland city, CA 1,706 1,570 1,842
1N Seattle ity WL 1707 1R?8 177R

View with Statistical Significance

U.S. Census Bureau * )\ N
R rmrenrocrer o T T

American Community Survey - Ranking Tables
You are here: Main b All Data Sets b Ranking Tshles » Results

| Print / Download | Related Items

Places within United States
Median Monthly Housing Costs for Specified Owner-occupied Housing Units {In 2003

View this table...

:D’ Lﬂ:‘ Inflation-adjusted Dollars): 2000
. fnr E—EIU 185 Universe: Specified owner-occupied housing units
ohpoces 2003 American Community Survey Summary Tables
4 :meEE? Select a place and click 'GO*, ar click & rove of the table to see statistical significance
ram

IA\buquarque city. Mh ;I

without statisticsl The prezence of a = indicates geographies whose estimate is not statistically significart from the selected geography.

signifisance = jndicates the selected geography.
View... NOTE. Data are limited to the househald population and exclude the population living in insttutions, college
e S dormitories, and other group quarters. For information on confidentialty protection, sampling error,

nonsampling error, and defintions, see Survey Methodology .

Other tables...

Rank Place Median Lower Bound Upper Bound

% 1 San Jose city, CA 2,213 2,114 2,324
2 San Francisco city, C& 2157 2085 2,226

3 Honolulu COP, HI 2,089 1,964 2,214

4 Mew Yark city, MY 1.812 1772 1,852

E San Diggo city, TA 1,792 1,734 1,850

What are they?
Ranking tables are designed to allow comparison of similar geographic areas on a given
characteristic (e.g. “Percent of People over 25 with a Bachelor’s degree”).

When in the Default view you can:

= Click on the icon of an arrow inside a red box within the column to sort the table.
= Sort the table by rank or by alphabetical order of geography.

-12 -
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When in the view with Statistical significance, you can:
= Use the Drop down list above the table to select a geography and click the GO button
OR
= Click on a geography inside the table to view geographies that are statistically different
from the one selected

How can | access them?
AFF Main Page—> Data Sets - Click ACS Tab - Choose Data Year - Click Ranking Tables
hyperlink = Choose Ranking Table = Ranking Table Result (default view)

OR

(For 2003 Ranking Tables Only)

AFF People page or Housing page = Click 2003 Tab - Click on the O icon hyperlink for
State, Counties, or Place under a chosen characteristic> 2003 Ranking Table Result (default
view)

What must | remember?
o In this release ACS data Ranking Tables are available for 19 characteristics

Available for: 2002 and 2003
Confidence Interval Charts

Confidence Interval Charts are associated with Ranking Tables.

'U.S. Census Bureau W [ () Years on the Web

American FactFinder . (IS L L L

American Community Survey - Ranking Tables
You are here: Main b &Il Data Sets b Ranking Tables » Results

| Print | Related Ttems

View this table...
for states
for counties

b for places

¥ from 2003
fram 2002

wvith statistical
significance

View...

b asachart
the statistical
significance of this

data (Excel format)
Other tables...

Select anather
ranking table

Legend
o

upper bound
estimate
lzvgver bound

|| Places within United States
Median Monthly Housing Costs for Specified Owner-occupied Housing Units (In 2003
Inflation-adjusted Dollars): 2000

Universe: Specified owner-occupied housing units
2003 American Community Survey Summary Tables

MNOTE. Data are limited to the household population and exclude the populstion living in instiutions, college dormitories, and
ather group gquarters. For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and defintions, see
Survey hiethodolooy.

The presence of a * indicates geographies whose estimate is not stetistically significant from the selected geography. =
indicates the selected geography

Biace) 300 600 300 1,200 1500 1800 2900 2,400
San Jose city, Ca

San Francisco city, CA
Honalula COP, HI

Mesne York city, NY

San Diego city, C&
Anaheim city, CA

Los Angeles city, CA

Long Beach city, C&
OCakland city, CA

Seattle city, Wia

Meseark city, MJ

Anchorage municipality, A4
Sarta Ana city, CA
Washington city, DC

Corrwramrrbe cih o0 el

Iy

What are they?

Confidence Interval Charts depict the degree of uncertainty about the Ranking Table estimate, in
a chart form. The confidence interval is represented by two bars — each representing the lower

bound and the upper bound.

-13-
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The further apart the bars, the greater the uncertainty about the estimate. A diamond-shaped point
lying between the two bars depicts the estimate.

Move the cursor over the row containing the geography to view the associated Lower Bound
(LB), Estimate (Est), and Upper Bound (UB).

How can | access them?
Ranking Table - “chart” hyperlink (on the left navigation bar)

Available for: 2002 and 2003

Notes:

B6. ACS Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS) Files

« 3 U-S. Census Bureau AW [ 1) Years on the Web

S AercanFacencer o T T T

ACS Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS) 2003
You are here: hain b Al Data Sets » ACS PUMS Overview

Egﬂ.ﬁ.ﬂm;ﬂﬂ,: Note: The population estimates ofthe Ametican Community Survey (ACS) data are currently limited to

the househald population and exclude the populatian living in institutions, college dormitaries, and
other group quarters. The group gquarters population will be included stading in 2005 when the ACS
begins full implementation.

Download 2003 PUMS Data

W Select a data type, data format, and state. Click 'GO" + Subjects available in PUMS files
» 2003 PUMS top coded values

Orvervieny
»

Data Type - 2003 PUMS Code Lists
' Population Records
Ancestry
' Housing Records IS
Hisoanic Orid
Data Format |n|§u:1|:|0 tin
@ cav {comma separated values) Languade
€ PC 5AS Data Set Mreton
© UMDY SAS Data Set Flace of Birth

What are they?
The Public Use Microdata Sample files, or PUMS, are a sample of the actual responses to the
ACS. Microdata is for users who want to create do-it-yourself tabulations using specialized tools

How can | access them?
AFF Main Page—> Data Sets - Click ACS Tab = Click Public Use Microdata Sample link -
Click on Year hyperlink from PUMS Overview Page - ACS PUMS Download Page

OR

-14 -
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AFF Main Page—> Data Sets - Click ACS Tab - Choose Data Set - Click the Download
PUMS data hyperlink from the options=> ACS PUMS Download Page

What must | remember?

e The Census Bureau removes all identifying information from PUMS files. Also, a
minimum population threshold ensures that no information disclosure occurs about
particular households or persons

e There are two basic record types: the housing unit record and the person record. Each has
a unique identifier. Each record contains a serial number that links the persons in the
housing unit to the housing unit record.

e PUMS data may be downloaded in CSV, PC SAS, and UNIX SAS formats

Available for: 2000, 2001, 2002, and 2003

Notes:

B7. 2000-2003 Quality Measures

Quality Measures Page

].S. Census Bureau W [1)Years an the Webh
AMERICAN

COMMUNITY

SURVEY

USING THE DATA T, pvancED METHODDLOGY

DATATABLES | RANKING TABLES | PUBLIC USE MICRODATA | SURVEY BASICS

Censuz »ACS Home > Using the Data > Quality Measures

Using the Data: Quality Measures

LD Bl The quality measures provided in this section illustrate the steps the Census Bureau takas to ensure that ACS survey da:
iabl

are accaratz ard reliable.

Using the Data Main

Understanding Change Profiles 1. How large was the sample used to produce the 3. What was the response to the survey?
ACS pstimates?
Subject Definitions
kesronse Retes: | SeleutNation/Stae | [
Accuracy of the Data cample Size: |SelectNaion/State > E

. Response Rates Definitions
Quality Measures Sample Size Definitions
Data

Dafinitions 4.

. llovs complete vere the dota used to produce a

C"":’:ge Rates: 2. How well does the ACS cover the population? specific estimate?
Definitions
Re. Rates: -
Dt e Cuwer syy Ralws; [Select Hation/Sinte =] [ T Allusation Rales; [ Sslect Moion/State = [29]
Definitions
Item Allocation Rates: Coverage Rates Definitions ltem allocaton Rates Definitions
Data
etiniions
The ACS produces survey data eack year to measurs key social, economic, and housing characteristics about the LS.
Emata
fom Al atinn Tha fans anactiane shova idartife foore imnndant acracts of coreas noslite Thasa nnslite maasiras 20a

Quality Measures, as the name indicates, measure the quality of the responses gathered by the
American Community Survey.

The content in quality measures provides discussion and data tables at the state and national level
on four key indicators of survey data quality:

1. Response rates,

2. Coverage rates,

3. Sample size and

4. Allocation rates
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How can | access them?
AFF Main Page—> Data Sets > Click ACS Tab - Click Quality Measures link (under “Other
Resources)—> Quality Measures page

OR
Data Product (Data profile, Multi Year Profile or Ranking Table) Result Page—> Click Quality
Measures link (under left navigation bar)—> Quality Measures page

OR
Data Product (Data profile, Multi Year Profile or Ranking Table) Result Page - Click Survey
Methodology link = Click Quality Measures link in pop up window-> Quality Measures page

Available for: 2000, 2001, 2002, and 2003

Notes:

B8. Search capability for ACS products

The 2003 ACS data products are searchable using the AFF Search button in the top navigation
bar.

Typing in keywords such as “Poverty” or “Occupation” generates results that include the ACS
data products (see example below).

Make sure that you select the right year and program from the “Select a year and program’ drop
down list (in the example shown below we selected ‘2003 American Community Survey’).
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Bl W [/ )Years on the Web
Main Search | Feedback FAQs Glossary Site Map Help
N——

Search
You are here: Mai

.m l geography

Select a year and program
| 2003 American Corrmurity Survey

B Enter keyword(s)
IPDVEW Search 0 Search Tins

™ use synonyms

- or -

- gelect & subject - ;I

B Search Results for poverty

Data Profiles

2003 American Community Survey Summary Tables

® Selected Economic Characteristics: 2003
m Selected Social Characteristics: 2003

Multi-Year Profiles

2003 American Community Survey Summary Tables

m WYP1-2 Selected Social Characteristics: 2003
m WYP1-3 Selected Economic Characteristics: 2003

Notes:
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