Nez Perce Indians consisting of 800

people, including 250 warriors, began
a 1,170-mile journey from northeastern
Oregon and central Idaho over the Bitter-
root Mountains and through the Montana
Territory. Though they were herding more
than 2,000 horses and carrying whatever

In the summer of 1877 five bands of

Chief Looking Glass,
an experienced war-
rior familiar with the
buffalo country of
Montana, was chosen
to lead the Nez Perce
at the start of their
flight. He was later
killed at the Battle of
the Bear's Paw.

out of danger, Looking Glass did not post
guards. Unknown to the Nez Perce, a sec-
ond military force—162 men of the 7th
U.S. Infantry out of Fort Shaw and four
other western Montana forts under the
command of Col. John Gibbon—had joined
the chase and was advancing toward them.

Gibbon's scouts spotted the Nez Perce
tipis on the afternoon of August 8. Before
dawn on the 9th most of the soldiers and
mish line behind a screen of willow brush

the Big Hole River, within 200 yards of the

34 civilian volunteers were forming a skir-
along the west bank of the North Fork of

Nez Perce camp. Here they waited tensely

Col. John Gibbon, a
decorated Civil War
veteran and com-
mander of the 7th
U.S. Infantry, suf-
fered a leg wound
in the battle. He
applauded the Nez
Perce's stand at the
Big Hole, calling it
“a gallant struggle.”

women, and children were shot indiscrim-
inately. The soldiers soon occupied the
upper end of the camp, while the Nez
Perce warriors, urged on by Chiefs Look-
ing Glass and White Bird, quickly took
defensive positions and prepared a coun-
terattack. Their deadly shooting eventu-
ally forced Gibbon's men to retreat back

As the siege continued,

some of the Nez Perce war-

riors began withdrawing to help Chief
Joseph and others to care for the injured,
bury the dead, gather their horses, and
break camp. Others remained to keep the
soldiers under fire while the Nez Perce
families headed south, leaving much of
their belongings and many of their dead
behind. Finally, on August 10, in the early
morning of the second day of fighting, the
remaining warriors fired parting shots and
left to join their people. The battle was
over.

General Howard's troops arrived the next
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The military's losses '_.'
were also high, with
29 dead and 40
wounded, but the
soldiers knew that they had greatly
damaged the fighting ability and the
morale of the Nez Perce people. De-
spite the tragic events that occurred
on the battlefield, both sides demon-
strated acts of heroism and human
kindness. Seven enlisted men were
awarded the Congressional Medal of
Honor, and those officers who survived
received brevet promotions. For many
of the soldiers and volunteers the hor-
rors of what they had seen at the Bat-
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Above left: This colorful coat, given to 2d Lt. Lowell
Jerome by Chief Joseph, is said to be one of the jack-
ets worn by Chief Joseph at the Battle of the Bear's
Paw. Above right: Army fatigue blouses of this 1872
pattern are believed to have been worn by some of
the enlisted men of the 7th Infantry during the Bat-

possessions they could manage, the Nez
Perce made this long and difficult trek in
less than four months. United States Army
troops under Gen. Oliver O. Howard had

for first light to attack. The attack started
prematurely, however, when a Nez Perce
named Natalekin went out to check his
horses and stumbled onto the concealed

across the river to a point of pines pro-
jecting from Battle Mountain. In the tim-
ber the troops dug in for a siege and were
pinned down for the next 24 hours.

day and found Colonel Gibbon wounded
and his command out of action. In a mili-
tary sense the Nez Perce had won the bat-
tle, but the "victory" was a hollow one.

tle of the Big Hole would haunt them
for the rest of their lives.

orders to place the five non-treaty bands soldiers and volunteers, who shot and Sixty to ninety members of the tribe had o ¢\ tle of the Big Hole.
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Big Hole National Battlefield Today /C’/

Big Hole National Battle-
field memorializes the
Nez Perce men, women,
and children, the soldiers
of the 7th U.S. Infantry,
and the Bitterroot Volun-
teers who clashed at the
Battle of the Big Hole.

Stop first at the visitor
center, which overlooks
the battlefield. A 26-min-
ute video program and a
museum of photographs,
quotations, and personal
items belonging to some
of the battle participants
provide orientation to
the park and its story.
There is also a sales and
information desk.

The visitor center is open
daily from 8 am. to 5
p.m., with extended
hours in the summer. It is
closed January 1, Thanks-
giving, and December 25.

Trails begin at the lower
parking lot and lead to
several points of interest:
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Nez Perce Camp The bat- {_</LJflMonument
tle began here when sol- ) O
i i | N
diers surprised the sleep- A f

ing Nez Perce. Like other ) e <«
tribal places in Idaho, Wash- Howitzer  ,— /'Siege &
ington, and Oregon, this Capture Site o / i
area is Sacred Ground. It 7\
symbolizes the strength
and spirit of the Nez Perce,
and serves as a reminder
of their heavy losses in
their struggle for freedom.
A guide booklet to the r
Nez Perce Camp is avail-
able along the trail.

Siege Area The soldiers
were besieged here for
nearly 24 hours. The
trenches they dug still
remain. They remind us of
the desperate struggle
the soldiers waged here
to survive and of the Nez
Perce efforts to pin down
the soldiers while their

-~ . 0.3 Kil 't
families escaped. A guide fometer

booklet to the Siege Area 0 0.3 Mile

is available along the To Wis;ﬁ(?m_
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//‘ Overlook

A Howitzer Capture Site
The steep walk up to the
site where Nez Perce war-

Y Perce riors captured Gibbon's
,l Camp ho_witzer takes ab_out 20
I site minutes and provides a
| spectacular view of the
/// battlefield and the Big
- wd Hole Valley.
«°
A Word of Caution Coy-
ote, deer, elk, moose,
and other animals native
to the park are harmless

at a distance, but can be
dangerous if startled or
approached too closely.
Always keep a safe dis-
tance. Pets are not al-
lowed on trails or in the
visitor center, and must
be under physical con-
trol at all times. The park
is open to cross-country
skiing, but be prepared
for severe winter weath-
er conditions.
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Howitzer capture site.
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Site of Nez Perce Camp.

About Your Visit

Big Hole National Bat-
tlefield is 10 miles west
of Wisdom, Mont., on
Mont. 43. From Butte,
Mont., take 1-15 south-
west to Divide, then to
Wisdom on Mont. 43;
from the west, Mont.
43 intersects U.S. 93 at
the State line between
Salmon, Idaho, and
Hamilton, Mont. From
Dillon, take I-15 south
three miles to the Wis-
dom exit, then to Wis-
dom on Highway 278,
then west on Mont. 43.

There are picnic tables
at the lower parking lot.
Camping and overnight
facilities are available in
nearby campgrounds.

Fishing is permitted in
the national battlefield
and the adjacent nation-
al forest as provided by
Montana law. No hunt-
ing is allowed within

the national battlefield.
Montana laws apply in
the national forest.
Hunting and fishing on
private land is by per-
mission only.

Fuel, food, and lodg-
ing-although limited-
can be found in nearby
Wisdom. More complete
services are available in
Butte or Dillon, Mont.,
to the east, and Hamil-
ton, Mont. or Salmon,
Idaho, to the west.

For More Information
Big Hole

National Battlefield
P.0. Box 237

Wisdom, MT 59761
406-689-3155
www.nps.gov/biho

Visit www.nps.gov to
learn more about other
parks in the National
Park System.



