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NOTICES 

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS DISCOVERY AWARDS I N  BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH 
CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 

P.T. 42; K.W. 0710030 

Nat ional  I n s t i t u t e s  of Heal th  

The Chris topher  Columbus Medical Sciences Committee of t h e  Nat ional  I n s t i t u t e s  
of Health (CCMSC/NIH) and t h e  CCMSC/Genoa, under t h e  auspices  of t h e  
Quincentenary J u b i l e e  Commission, w i l l  award e i g h t  t o  t e n  p r i z e s  f o r  
s c i e n t i f i c  d i s c o v e r i e s  t h a t  have con t r ibu ted  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  t h e  a l l e v i a t i o n  
of d i s e a s e  and d i s a b i l i t y .  The p r i z e s  w i l l  be a one-time award o f f e r  i n  
conjunct ion with two s c i e n t i f i c  meetings t h a t  are being he ld  as p a r t  of t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e  500th anniversary  of t h e  Old World 
d iscovery  of t h e  N e w  World. The CCMSWNIH a c t i v i t i e s  are being co-sponsored 
wi th  donat ions  from p r i v a t e  sources .  HI 

The A w a r d s  Subcommittee of t h e  CCMSCINIH hereby i n v i t e s  and encourages
nominations of outs tanding  s c i e n t i s t s ,  of any n a t i o n a l i t y ,  from a l l  areas of 
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sc i ence  t h a t  have an impact on h e a l t h ,  f o r  t h i s  award. The c l o s i n g  d a t e  f o r  

nominations is 30 June 1991. For information regard ing  t h e  nomination process 

and s e l e c t i o n  c r i t e r i a ,  please con tac t :  


D r .  James C .  H i l l  

Deputy Di rec to r  

National I n s t i t u t e  of Al le rgy  and I n f e c t i o u s  Diseases 


-1-J 	 Chairman Awards Subcommittee 
National I n s t i t u t e s  of Health 
Building 31, Room 7A03 
9000 Rockville Pike 
Bethesda, MD 20892 
Telephone: (301) 496-9118 

NOTICES OF AVAILABILITY (RFPs AND RFAs) 

MASTER AGREEMENT FOR THE CLINICAL EVALUATION OF ANTIEPILEPTIC DRUGS 

RFP AVAILABLE: Master Agreement AnnouncementIRFP NIH-NINDS-91-10 

P.T.  34; K.W.  0740010, 0755015 

National I n s t i t u t e  of Neurological Disorders and St roke  

The National I n s t i t u t e  of Neurological Disorders  and St roke  (NINDS), N I H ,  is 
r e - i s s u i n g  t h e  announcement, "Master Agreement f o r  t h e  C l i n i c a l  Evalua t ion  of 
I n v e s t i g a t i o n a l  A n t i e p i l e p t i c  Drugs. ff The NINDS is reques t ing  proposa ls  with 
t h e  i n t e n t  of awarding Master Agreements (MAS) t o  sources  capable of 
performing c l i n i c a l  eva lua t ions  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n a l  a n t i e p i l e p t i c  drugs  i n  
t o l e r a b i l i t y  and pre l iminary  e f f i c a c y  s t u d i e s ,  c o n t r o l l e d  e f f i c a c y  and s a f e t y
t r i a l s ,  o r  both,  i n  p a t i e n t s  wi th  ep i l epsy .  Under t h i s  program, only  MA 
ho lde r s  w i l l  be e l i g i b l e  t o  compete f o r  f u t u r e  Master Agreement Orders ( M A O s )
t h a t  fund t h e  a c t u a l  c l i n i c a l  eva lua t ion  of s p e c i f i c  drugs as they  become 
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t e s t i n g  . 
This  is  no t  a Master Agreement Announcement/Request f o r  Proposals (MAAIRFP).
MAAIRFP No. NIH-NINDS-91-10 w i l l  be i ssued  on o r  about May 31, 1991, with a 
t e n t a t i v e  c l o s i n g  d a t e  f o r  r e c e i p t  of responses on J u l y  31, 1991. 

'- Award of MAS under MAAIRFP No. NIH-NINDS-91-10 w i l l  be f o r  a pe r iod  of f i v e  

yea r s  (es t imated  t o  be September 1991 through September 1996). It is 

a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  mu l t ip l e  MA awards w i l l  be made. 


To r e c e i v e  a copy of MAAIRFP No. NIH-NINDS-91-10, p l ease  submit a w r i t t e n  

r eques t  t o  t h e  following address ,  and supply t h i s  o f f i c e  wi th  two 

se l f - addres sed  mai l ing  l a b e l s :  


Contrac t ing  O f f i c e r  

Contrac ts  Management Branch, DEA 

National I n s t i t u t e  of Neurological Disorders and St roke  

Federal Building, Room 901 

7550 Wisconsin Avenue 

Bethesda, MD 20892 

Attent ion:  MAAIRFP No. NIH-NINDS-91-10 


A l l  r e spons ib l e  sources  may submit a proposal t h a t  s h a l l  be considered by t h e  

Government. 


SAFE STIMULATION OF THE CENTRAL AND PERIPHERAL NERVOUS SYSTEMS FOR NEURAL 

PROSTHESES 


RFP AVAILABLE: NIH-NINDS-91-11 


P.T. 34; K.W.  0745047, 0740050 


National I n s t i t u t e  of Neurological Disorders  and St roke  


The Neural P r o s t h e s i s  Program (NPP) of t h e  National I n s t i t u t e  of Neurological 

Disorders and St roke ,  NIH, is developing aids �or  t h e  neu ro log ica l ly 

handicapped. These neu ra l  p ros theses  involve t h e  use  of e lectr ical  

s t imu la t ion  f o r  s e l e c t i v e  a c t i v a t i o n  and/or i n h i b i t i o n  of neurons i n  t h e  


w4 	
c e n t r a l  and p e r i p h e r a l  nervous systems. The Cont rac tor  w i l l  be r equ i r ed  t o  
e x e r t  i ts  b e s t  e f f o r t s  t o  develop neura l  s t i m u l a t i n g  e l e c t r o d e s  and t o  
eva lua te  t h e  e f f e c t s  of e lectr ical  s t imu la t ion  on neura l  and surrounding 
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t i s s u e  i n  non-human animals .  I t  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  one award w i l l  be made 

f o r  a per iod  of t h r e e  years  i n  January 1992. 


This  is  no t  a Request f o r  Proposals  (RFP).  To r ece ive  a copy of t h e  RFP,

p lease  submit a w r i t t e n  r eques t  t o  t h e  fol lowing address ,  and supply t h i s  

o f f i c e  with two se l f -addressed  mail ing l a b e l s .  A l l  r e spons ib l e  sources  s h a l l  

be considered by t h e  agency. The RFP w i l l  be i ssued  on o r  about June 5, 1991,
with proposa ls  due on August 5, 1991. -rru 


Contract ing O f f i c e r  

Contrac ts  Management Branch, DEA 

National  I n s t i t u t e  of Neurological Disorders  and St roke ,  N I H  

Federal  Bui lding,  Room 901 

7550 Wisconsin Avenue 

Bethesda, MD 20892 

Attent ion:  RFP No. NIH-NINDS-91-11 


RFA AVAILABLE: DKHD-91-13 


P.T. 34, 44; K . W .  0710095, 0765020, 0715145, 0720005 


National  I n s t i t u t e  of Diabetes  and Diges t ive  and Kidney Diseases 

National  I n s t i t u t e  of Child Health and Human Development 


Applicat ion Receipt Date: September 18, 1991 


The Nat ional  I n s t i t u t e  of Diabetes and Diges t ive  and Kidney Diseases ( N I D D K ) 

and t h e  Nat ional  I n s t i t u t e  of Chi ld  Heal th  and Human Development (NICHD) 

i n v i t e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  r e sea rch  t r a i n i n g  and c a r e e r  development v i a  t h e  T32,

K08, K11, and F32 mechanisms f o r  phys ic ians  and b a s i c  s c i e n t i s t s  i n  t h e  areas 

of n u t r i t i o n  and o b e s i t y - r e l a t e d  r e sea rch .  The i n t e n t  of t h i s  Request f o r  

Appl ica t ions  (RFA) is t o  provide r e sea rch  t r a i n i n g  and career development

support  t o  persons who have a commitment t o  and an a p t i t u d e  f o r  r e sea rch  i n  

n u t r i e n t  metabolism, o b e s i t y ,  e a t i n g  d i s o r d e r s ,  and/or energy r e g u l a t i o n ,  as 

w e l l  as ma te rna l - f e t a l ,  i n f a n t ,  and childhood n u t r i t i o n .  


The Publ ic  Heal th  Serv ice  (PHS) i s  committed t o  achieving t h e  h e a l t h  promotion

and d i s e a s e  prevent ion o b j e c t i v e s  of "Healthy People 2000," a PHS-led n a t i o n a l  


,~~a c t i v i t y  f o r  s e t t i n g  p r i o r i t y  areas. This  RFA, "Research Tra in ing  and Career 
Development i n  Nu t r i t i on  and Obesity," is r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  p r i o r i t y  areas of 
n u t r i t i o n  and o b e s i t y .  P o t e n t i a l  a p p l i c a n t s  may ob ta in  a copy of "Healthy
People 2000" ( F u l l  Report:  Stock No. 017-001-00474-0) o r  "Healthy People
200OV1 (Summary Report:  Stock No. 017-001-00473-1) through t h e  Superintendent
of  Documents, Government P r i n t i n g  Off ice ,  Washington, D . C .  20402-9325 
( te lephone 202-783-3238). 

OBJECTIVE AND SCOPE 

Nut r i t i on  and o b e s i t y - r e l a t e d  r e sea rch  needs and o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  t h e  e a r l y
decades of t h e  next  century  w i l l  r e q u i r e  an increased  number of phys ic ians  and 
basic s c i e n t i s t s  with n u t r i t i o n  sc i ences  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  can be r e l a t e d  t o  
c l i n i c a l  n u t r i t i o n  problems. The N I D D K  and NICHD wish t o  inc rease  t h e  number 
of phys ic ians  and b a s i c  s c i e n t i s t s  who can conduct high q u a l i t y  research  i n  
t h e s e  areas by providing t r a i n i n g  support  f o r  q u a l i f i e d  ind iv idua l s  i n  t h e  
areas of n u t r i e n t  metabolism, obes i ty ,  e a t i n g  d i s o r d e r s ,  energy r egu la t ion ,
n u t r i t i o n  of low-bi r th  weight i n f a n t s ,  n u t r i t i o n a l  an tecedents  of a d u l t  
disease, and d i e t a r y  therapy  of inborn e r r o r s  of metabolism. This  RFA is 
aimed d i r e c t l y  a t  s t rengthening  t h e  n a t i o n a l  capac i ty  f o r  n u t r i t i o n  and 
o b e s i t y - r e l a t e d  r e sea rch .  

MECHANISM OF SUPPORT 

The mechanisms of support  a v a i l a b l e  are t h e  Nat ional  Research Serv ice  Award 
I n s t i t u t i o n a l  Tra in ing  Grant (T321, The Nat ional  Research Serv ice  Award 
Indiv idua l  Pos tdoc tora l  Fellowship (F321, t h e  Physician S c i e n t i s t  Award (KI I ) ,
and t h e  C l i n i c a l  I n v e s t i g a t o r  Award (K08) .  

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR INCLUSION OF WOMEN AND MINORITIES I N  CLINICAL 
RESEARCH STUDIES 

For p r o j e c t s  involving c l i n i c a l  r e sea rch ,  N I H  r e q u i r e s  a p p l i c a n t s  t o  g ive
s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  inc lus ion  of women and m i n o r i t i e s  i n  s tudy  

-x*popula t ions .  I f  women o r  m i n o r i t i e s  are no t  included i n  t h e  s tudy popula t ions
f o r  c l i n i c a l  s t u d i e s ,  a s p e c i f i c  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  exc lus ion  must be 
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provided. Applicat ions without  such documentation w i l l  no t  be accepted f o r  

review. 


APPLICATION SUBMISSION 


Applicants  are encouraged t o  read  t h e  gu ide l ines  f o r  each mechanism t o  

determine t h e  one most s u i t a b l e  f o r  t h e i r  needs.  Guidel ines  are a v a i l a b l e  

from t h e  N I H  Office of Grants I n q u i r i e s ,  Westwood Building,  Room 449,

Bethesda, MD 20892 ( te lephone 301-496-7441). 


Appl ica t ions  rece ived  by t h e  deadl ine  of  September 18, 1991, w i l l  be reviewed 

by a s p e c i a l  review committee convened by t h e  N I D D K  and then  reviewed 

subsequent ly  by t h e  NIDDK and NICHD Advisory Councils.  


A copy of t h e  complete RFA and consu l t a t ion  may be obtained from: 


D r .  J u d i t h  Podskalny

Division of Diges t ive  Diseases and Nu t r i t i on  

National  I n s t i t u t e  of Diabetes  and Diges t ive  and Kidney Diseases 

Westwood Building,  Room 3A15 

National  I n s t i t u t e s  of Health 

Bethesda, MD 20892 

Telephone: (301) 496-7455 


or 


D r .  Ephraim Levin 

Medical Officer 

National  I n s t i t u t e  of Chi ld  Health and Human Development

Executive P laza  North, Room 637 

National  I n s t i t u t e s  of Health 

Bethesda, MD 20892 

Telephone: (301) 496-5593 


For information on fiscal matters and payback requirements  con tac t :  


M r s .  Nancy C .  Dixon 

Supervis ing Grants Management S p e c i a l i s t 

DDNIKUH Team Leader 

National  I n s t i t u t e  of Diabetes  and Diges t ive  and Kidney Diseases 

Westwood Building, Room 649 

Bethesda, MD 20892 
Telephone: (301) 496-7467 

ONGOING 

MOLECULAR AND STRUCTURAL BIOLOGY 
REFERENCE TO ALOPECIA AREATA 

P A :  P A - 9 1 - 5 9  

P.T. 34; K.W. 0715185, 1002004, 

National  I n s t i t u t e  of A r t h r i t i s  

PURPOSE 

PROGRAM ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OF HA I R  AND ITS DISEASES WITH SPECIAL 

1002008, 0790015 

and Musculoskeletal  and Skin Diseases 

The Skin Diseases Program, Nat ional  I n s t i t u t e  of A r t h r i t i s  and Musculoskeletal  
and Skin Diseases (NIAMS), suppor ts  r e sea rch  on t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  func t ion ,  and 
d i s e a s e s  of t h e  s k i n  and i t s  appendages. This  program announcement is i ssued  
t o  encourage submission of r e sea rch  and fe l lowship  g r a n t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  i n  t h e  
area of molecular and s t r u c t u r a l  biology of h a i r  and its d i s e a s e s  with s p e c i a l
r e fe rence  t o  a lopec ia  areata. 

BACKGROUND 

The h a i r  f o l l i c l e  is  a complex three-dimensional ly  organized s k i n  appendage
t h a t  cyc le s  through s t a g e s  of involu t ion  and regenera t ion  over t i m e .  I t  is  
sub jec t  t o  hormonal in f luences  and g e n e t i c  effects as well as r eg iona l
v a r i a t i o n  with body s i t e .  I t  is  a l s o  s u b j e c t  t o  many d i seases ,  both 
he red i t a ry  and acqui red .  The most common and o f t e n  t h e  most d e b i l i t a t i n g  
among t h e  acquired d i s e a s e s  is a lopec ia  areata. This  cond i t ion  has  been 
thought t o  be a mani fes ta t ion  of a t i s s u e - s p e c i f i c  autoimmune d i sease ,  bu t  
d e f i n i t i v e  proof is st i l l  l ack ing .  
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The c u r r e n t  s t a t e  of knowledge of t h e  molecular and s t r u c t u r a l  biology of h a i r  
and t h e  s t a t e  of r e sea rch  i n  a lopec ia  areata w a s  summarized a t  two r e c e n t  
conferences cosponsored by NIAMS. These conferences emphasized t h e  new 
knowledge being acquired i n  t h e s e  areas of h a i r  r e sea rch  bu t ,  more 
important ly ,  po in ted  out  t h e  many areas i n  which a d d i t i o n a l  r e sea rch  is 
necessary t o  o b t a i n  a c lear  understanding of normal and abnormal processes  and 
d i s e a s e  s ta tes .  

RESEARCH GOALS AND SCOPE 

The goa l  of t h i s  program announcement is  t o  s t i m u l a t e  r e sea rch  i n  t h e s e  areas 
of h a i r  biology and d i s e a s e .  Some of t h e  r e sea rch  o b j e c t i v e s  appropr i a t e  f o r  
i nc lus ion  i n  a p p l i c a t i o n s  respons ive  to t h i s  program announcement are: 

o 	 Stud ies  of  molecular and s t r u c t u r a l  biology of normal h a i r  dur ing
i ts  normal cyc le ;  

o 	 Heredi ta ry  d i s e a s e s  of h a i r  t o  e l u c i d a t e  t h e  underlying d e f e c t  and 
t h e  mechanism by which t h e  d i s e a s e  s ta te  is expressed;  

o Hormonal i n f luences  on normal and d iseased  h a i r  

o 	 Et iopa thogenes is  and t reatment  of acqui red  h a i r  d i s e a s e s ,
p a r t i c u l a r l y  a lopec ia  areata; 

o Epidemiologic s t u d i e s  of d i s e a s e s  of  h a i r .  

MECHANISM OF SUPPORT 

Research mechanisms t o  support  t h e s e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  nclude r e sea rch  g r a n t s
(Ro l l ,  C l i n i c a l  I n v e s t i g a t o r  Awards (K081, F i r s t  Independent Research and 
T r a n s i t i o n  (FIRST) Awards (R291, and Ind iv idua l  Nat ional  Research Serv ice  
Awards (F32). 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS TO APPLICANTS REGARDING IMPLEMENTATION OF N I H  POLICIES 
CONCERNING INCLUSION OF WOMEN AND MINORITIES I N  CLINICAL RESEARCH STUDY 
POPULATIONS 

N I H  and ADAMHA po l i cy  is  t h a t  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  NIHlADAMHA c l in i ca l  r e sea rch  
g r a n t s  and coopera t ive  agreements w i l l  be r equ i r ed  t o  inc lude  m i n o r i t i e s  and 
women i n  s tudy  popula t ions  so t h a t  r e sea rch  f i n d i n g s  can be of  b e n e f i t  t o  a l l  
persons a t  r i s k  of t h e  d i s e a s e ,  d i s o r d e r  o r  condi t ion  under s tudy;  s p e c i a l
emphasis should be placed on t h e  need f o r  i nc lus ion  of m i n o r i t i e s  and women i n  
s t u d i e s  of  d i s e a s e s ,  d i s o r d e r s  and cond i t ions  which d i sp ropor t iona te ly  a f f e c t  
them. This  po l i cy  is intended t o  apply t o  males and females of a l l  ages .  If 
women o r  m i n o r i t i e s  are excluded o r  inadequately represented  i n  c l i n i c a l  
r e sea rch ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  proposed population-based s t u d i e s ,  a c lear  
compelling r a t i o n a l e  should be provided.  

The composition of t h e  proposed s tudy popula t ion  must be descr ibed  i n  terms of 
gender and r a c i a l l e t h n i c  group. I n  add i t ion ,  gender and r a c i a l l e t h n i c  i s s u e s  
should be addressed i n  developing a r e sea rch  des ign  and sample s i z e  
appropr i a t e  f o r  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  o b j e c t i v e s  of t h e  s tudy .  This  information 
should be included i n  t h e  form PHS 398 i n  Sec t ion  2 ,  A-D of t h e  Research Plan 
AND summarized i n  Sec t ion  2,  E, Human Sub jec t s .  Appl icants /of fe rors  are urged 
t o  assess c a r e f u l l y  t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  of inc luding  t h e  broades t  poss ib l e
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of minor i ty  groups.  However, N I H  recognizes  t h a t  it may not  be 
feasible o r  appropr i a t e  i n  a l l  r e sea rch  p r o j e c t s  t o  inc lude  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of 
t h e  f u l l  a r r a y  of United S t a t e s  r a c i a l l e t h n i c  minor i ty  popula t ions  ( i . e . ,
Native Americans ( inc lud ing  American Ind ians  o r  Alaskan Nat ives) ,
As ian lPac i f i c  I s l a n d e r s ,  Blacks,  Hispanics ) .  

The r a t i o n a l e  f o r  s t u d i e s  on s i n g l e  minori ty  popula t ion  groups should be 
provided.  

For t h e  purpose of  t h i s  po l i cy ,  c l i n i c a l  r e sea rch  inc ludes  human biomedical 
and behaviora l  s t u d i e s  of e t i o l o g y ,  epidemiology, prevent ion  (and prevent ive
s t r a t e g i e s ) ,  d i agnos i s ,  o r  t rea tment  of d i s e a s e s ,  d i s o r d e r s  o r  cond i t ions ,
inc luding  bu t  no t  l i m i t e d  t o  c l i n i c a l  t r i a l s .  

The usua l  N I H  p o l i c i e s  concerning r e sea rch  on human s u b j e c t s  a l s o  apply. 

Basic r e sea rch  o r  c l i n i c a l  s t u d i e s  i n  which human t i s s u e s  cannot be i d e n t i f i e d  

o r  l i nked  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  are excluded,  However, every e f f o r t  should be made 

t o  inc lude  human t i s s u e s  from women and r a c i a l l e t h n i c  m i n o r i t i e s  when it is  

important t o  apply t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  s tudy  broadly,  and t h i s  should be 

addressed by a p p l i c a n t s .  
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For fore ign  awards, t h e  po l i cy  on inc lus ion  of women a p p l i e s  f u l l y ;  s i n c e  t h e  
d e f i n i t i o n  of minori ty  d i f f e r s  i n  o t h e r  coun t r i e s ,  t h e  app l i can t  must d i s c u s s  
t h e  relevance of r e sea rch  involving fo re ign  populat ion groups t o  t h e  United 
S t a t e s '  popula t ions ,  inc luding  m i n o r i t i e s .  

I f  t h e  requi red  information is  not  contained wi th in  t h e  app l i ca t ion ,  t h e  
app l i ca t ion  w i l l  be r e tu rned .  

*YJ 
Peer reviewers  w i l l  address  s p e c i f i c a l l y  whether t h e  research  p l an  i n  t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  conforms t o  t h e s e  p o l i c i e s .  If t h e  r ep resen ta t ion  of women o r  
m i n o r i t i e s  i n  a s tudy des ign  is  inadequate t o  answer t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  
ques t ion ( s1  addressed AND t h e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  s e l e c t e d  s tudy popula t ion
is inadequate,  it w i l l  be considered a s c i e n t i f i c  weakness o r  de f i c i ency  i n  
t h e  s tudy des ign  and w i l l  be r e f l e c t e d  i n  ass igning  t h e  p r i o r i t y  sco re  t o  t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n .  

A l l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  c l i n i c a l  research  submitted t o  N I H  are r equ i r ed  t o  
address  t h e s e  p o l i c i e s .  N I H  funding components w i l l  no t  award g r a n t s  o r  
coopera t ive  agreements t h a t  do not  comply with t h e s e  p o l i c i e s .  

APPLICATION AND REVIEW PROCEDURES 

Applicat ions i n  response t o  t h i s  announcement w i l l  be reviewed i n  accordance 
with t h e  usual  Publ ic  Health Serv ice  peer  review procedures f o r  r e sea rch  and 
fe l lowship  g r a n t s .  Review c r i te r ia  include s ign i f i cance  and o r i g i n a l i t y  of 
t h e  research  goa ls  and approaches; f e a s i b i l i t y  of t h e  r e sea rch  and adequacy of 
t h e  experimental  design;  t r a i n i n g ,  r e sea rch  competence, and ded ica t ion  of t h e  
inves t iga to r ( s1 ;  adequacy of a v a i l a b l e  f a c i l i t i e s ;  and provis ion  f o r  t h e  
humane care of animals .  Decisions w i l l  be based on i n i t i a l  review group and 
National Advisory Council recommendations. 

Applicat ions must be submitted on form PHS 398 ( r ev .  10/88), f o r  r e sea rch  
g ran t  awards o r  on form PHS 416-1 ( r e v .  4/89) f o r  fe l lowship  awards. 
a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  bus iness  o r  g r a n t s  o f f i c e  a t  most academic or r e sea rch  
i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and from t h e  Divis ion of Research Grants ,  Nat ional  I n s t i t u t e s  of 
Heal th ,  Westwood Building,  Room 449, Bethesda, Maryland 20892, te lephone (301)
496-7441. 

Applicat ions w i l l  be accepted i n  accordance with t h e  submission d a t e s  f o r  new 
a p p l i c a t i o n s  on a cont inuing b a s i s :  

' ' l e  	 February 1,  June 1, October 1 f o r  research  g ran t  a p p l i c a t i o n s .  January I O ,
May I O ,  September 10 f o r  fe l lowship  a p p l i c a t i o n s .  

The phrase,  "MOLECULAR AND STRUCTURAL BIOLOGY OF H A I R  AND ITS DISEASES WITH 
SPECIAL REFERENCE TO ALOPECIA AREATA, PA-91-59" must be typed on l i n e  2 of t h e  
face page of t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  The o r i g i n a l  and s i x  copies  of t h e  PHS 398 o r  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  and two copies  of t h e  PHS 416-1 must be s e n t  o r  de l ive red  t o :  

Grant Applicat ion Receipt Office 
Divis ion of Research Grants 
Westwood Building,  Room 240 
National Inst i tutes  o f  Health 
Bethesda, MD 20892-4500** 

For f u r t h e r  information, i n v e s t i g a t o r s  are encouraged t o  con tac t :  


Alan N. Moshell, M . D .  

Skin Diseases Program Di rec to r  

National  I n s t i t u t e  of A r t h r i t i s  and Musculoskeletal  and Skin Diseases 

Westwood Building, Room 405 

Bethesda, MD 20892 

Telephone: (301) 496-7326 


For f i s c a l  and admin i s t r a t ive  matters, con tac t :  


Diane M .  Watson 

Grants Management Officer 

National  I n s t i t u t e  of A r t h r i t i s  and Musculoskeletal  and Skin Diseases 

Westwood Building,  Room 407-A 

Bethesda, MD 20892 

Telephone: (301) 496-7495 


This  program is described i n  t h e  Catalog of Federal  Domestic Ass is tance  No. 

93.846, A r t h r i t i s ,  Musculoskeletal  and Skin Diseases Research. Awards w i l l  be 


-w 	made under au tho r i za t ion  of t h e  Publ ic  Health Serv ice  A c t ,  T i t l e  111, Sect ion  
301 (c)  (Publ ic  Law 78-410, as amended; 42 USC 241) and adminis tered under PHS 
g ran t  p o l i c i e s  and Federal  Regulat ions 42 CFR P a r t  52 and 45 CFR P a r t  74. 
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This  program is no t  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  intergovernmental  review requirements  of 
Executive Order 12372 o r  Health Systems Agency review. 

p p 

PA: PA-91-60 

P.T. 34; K.W. 0715095, 0715129 

National  I n s t i t u t e  of Mental Heal th  


The Nat ional  I n s t i t u t e  of Mental Heal th  (NIMH)  announces t h e  cont inua t ion  of 

an i n i t i a t i v e  t o  encourage i n v e s t i g a t o r - i n i t i a t e d  r e sea rch  focus ing  on mental 

h e a l t h  and homelessness.  The t a r g e t  popula t ion  inc ludes  seve re ly  mental ly  ill 

a d u l t s  who are homeless o r  a t  r i s k  of becoming homeless, homeless adolescents , 

and homeless f a m i l i e s  with c h i l d r e n  who are seve re ly  emotional ly  d i s tu rbed  o r  

a t  r i s k  of emotional d i s turbance .  


The purpose of t h i s  i n i t i a t i v e  is t o  accelerate t h e  development of knowledge

about t h e  prevalence,  e t io logy ,  and t rea tment  of homelessness and mental 

d i s o r d e r s  t h a t  can u l t i m a t e l y  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  more e f f e c t i v e  d e l i v e r y  of mental 

h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  t o  homeless persons,  r educ t ions  i n  homelessness among seve re ly 

mental ly  ill persons,  improvements i n  mental h e a l t h  s t a t u s  among homeless 

i nd iv idua l s ,  and b e t t e r  information on how housing and mental h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  

can be appropr i a t e ly  i n t e g r a t e d  f o r  homeless, s eve re ly  mental ly  ill persons.  


This  r ev i sed  announcement supersedes t h e  NIMH December 1988 program

announcement e n t i t l e d  "Research and Research Demonstrations on Homeless 

Severely Mentally I11 Adults and Homeless Famil ies  with Children who are a t  

Risk of Severe Emotional Disturbance .'* This  announcement s o l i c i t s  

i n v e s t i g a t o r - i n i t i a t e d  a p p l i c a t i o n s  under a range of funding mechanisms. A s  

p a r t  of t h e  NIMH Public-Academic Liaison i n i t i a t i v e ,  p reference  w i l l  be given 

t o  a p p l i c a t i o n s  t h a t  involve co l l abora t ion  between academic r e sea rche r s  and 

pub l i c  s e c t o r  agencies  i n  planning and conducting r e sea rch .  A l s o ,  t h e  P u b l i c  

Health Serv ice  (PHS) encourages a p p l i c a n t s  t o  submit work p l ans  t h a t  address  

s p e c i f i c  o b j e c t i v e s  of Healthy People 2000. P o t e n t i a l  a p p l i c a n t s  may o b t a i n  a 

copy of "Healthy People 2000" ( F u l l  Report:  Stock No. 017-001-00474-0) o r  

"Healthy People 2000" (Summary Report:  Stock No. 017-001-00473-1) through t h e  

Superintendent  of Documents, Government P r i n t i n g  Off ice ,  Washington, D . C .  

20402-9325 ( te lephone 202-783-3238). 


General areas of i n t e r e s t  inc lude  s t u d i e s  of processes  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  mental 

h e a l t h  of homeless persons,  epidemiologic and c l i n i c a l  s t u d i e s  of homeless 

popula t ions ,  s t u d i e s  of mental h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  t o  homeless persons,  s t u d i e s  

explor ing  housing development f o r  homeless mental ly  ill persons,  s t u d i e s  of 

systems i s s u e s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  mental h e a l t h  care of homeless persons,  and 

methods and measurement development. 


Areas of s p e c i f i c  i n t e r e s t  inc lude  s e r v i c e  needs of homeless, s eve re ly 

mental ly  ill persons dwell ing i n  street o r  pub l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s e t t i n g s ; 

understudied homeless subgroups such as women, m i n o r i t i e s ,  adolescents ,  and 

families with c h i l d r e n ;  t h e  prevalence of a r e c e n t  h i s t o r y  of phys i ca l  andlor  

sexual  abuse among homeless c h i l d r e n  o r  adolescents ,  and s t u d i e s  of  phys ica l 

and sexual  abuse as a r i s k  f a c t o r  f o r  hoae lessness ;  t h e  co-occurrence of 

severe  mental i l l n e s s  with a lcohol  and/or drug d i s o r d e r s  i n  homeless 

popula t ions ;  and t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  among mental i l l n e s s ,  H I V  i n f e c t i o n ,  and 

homelessness. 


General ly ,  a p p l i c a t i o n s  may be submit ted by pub l i c  o r  p r i v a t e  nonpro f i t  o r  

f o r - p r o f i t  o rgan iza t ions  such as u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  co l l eges ,  h o s p i t a l s , 

l a b o r a t o r i e s ,  u n i t s  of S t a t e  o r  l o c a l  governments, and e l i g i b l e  agencies  of 

t h e  Federal  Government. Women and minori ty  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  are encouraged t o  

apply.  Contact t h e  NIMH s t a f f  person l i s t e d  below f o r  f u r t h e r  e l i g i b i l i t y 

requirements .  


SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS TO APPLICANTS REGARDING IMPLEMENTATION OF N I H  POLICIES 

CONCERNING INCLUSION OF WOMEN AND MINORITIES I N  CLINICAL RESEARCH STUDY 

POPULATIONS 


N I H  and ADAMHA po l i cy  is t h a t  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  NIH/ADAMHA c l i n i c a l  r e sea rch  

g r a n t s  and coopera t ive  agreements w i l l  be r equ i r ed  t o  inc lude  m i n o r i t i e s  and 

women i n  s tudy popula t ions  so t h a t  r e sea rch  f ind ings  can be of  b e n e f i t  t o  a l l  

persons a t  r i s k  of t h e  d i sease ,  d i s o r d e r  o r  cond i t ion  under s tudy;  s p e c i a l 

emphasis should be placed on t h e  need f o r  i nc lus ion  of m i n o r i t i e s  and women i n 

s t u d i e s  of d i s e a s e s ,  d i s o r d e r s  and cond i t ions  which d i sp ropor t iona te ly  affect  -

them. This  po l i cy  is intended t o  apply t o  males and females of a l l  ages .  If 

women o r  m i n o r i t i e s  are excluded o r  inadequately represented  i n  c l i n i c a l  
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r e sea rch ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  proposed population-based s t u d i e s ,  a clear 

compelling r a t i o n a l e  should be provided. 


The composition of t h e  proposed s tudy populat ion must be descr ibed  i n  terms of 

gender and r a c i a l l e t h n i c  group. I n  add i t ion ,  gender and r a c i a l l e t h n i c  i s s u e s  

should be addressed i n  developing a r e sea rch  design and sample s ize  

appropr i a t e  f o r  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  o b j e c t i v e s  of t h e  s tudy .  This  information 

should be included i n  t h e  form PHS 398 i n  Sec t ion  2,  A-D of t h e  Research Plan 

AND summarized i n  Sec t ion  2, E ,  Human Sub jec t s .  Appl icants /of fe rors  are urged 

t o  assess c a r e f u l l y  t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  of inc luding  t h e  broades t  p o s s i b l e 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of minori ty  groups.  However, N I H  recognizes  t h a t  it may n o t  be 

f e a s i b l e  o r  appropr i a t e  i n  a l l  r e sea rch  p r o j e c t s  t o  inc lude  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of  

t h e  f u l l  a r r a y  of United S t a t e s  r a c i a l / e t h n i c  minori ty  popula t ions  ( i . e . , 

Native Americans ( inc lud ing  American Indians  o r  Alaskan Nat ives) , 

AsianlPac i f ic  I s l a n d e r s ,  Blacks,  Hispanics ) .  


The r a t i o n a l e  f o r  s t u d i e s  on s i n g l e  minori ty  populat ion groups should be 

provided . 

For t h e  purpose of t h i s  po l i cy ,  c l i n i c a l  r e sea rch  inc ludes  human biomedical 

and behaviora l  s t u d i e s  of e t i o l o g y ,  epidemiology, prevent ion  (and prevent ive 

s t r a t e g i e s ) ,  d i agnos i s ,  o r  t rea tment  of d i s e a s e s ,  d i s o r d e r s  o r  cond i t ions , 

inc luding  but  no t  l i m i t e d  t o  c l i n i c a l  t r ia ls .  


The usual  N I H  p o l i c i e s  concerning r e sea rch  on human s u b j e c t s  a l s o  apply , 

Basic research  o r  c l i n i c a l  s t u d i e s  i n  which human t i s s u e s  cannot be i d e n t i f i e d  

o r  l i nked  t o  ind iv idua l s  are excluded. However, every e f f o r t  should be made 

t o  inc lude  human t i s s u e s  from women and r a c i a l l e t h n i c  m i n o r i t i e s  when it is  

important t o  apply t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  s tudy broadly,  and t h i s  should be 

addressed by a p p l i c a n t s .  \ 


For fo re ign  awards, t h e  po l i cy  on inc lus ion  of women a p p l i e s  f u l l y ;  s i n c e  t h e  

d e f i n i t i o n  of minor i ty  d i f f e r s  i n  o t h e r  coun t r i e s ,  t h e  app l i can t  must d i s c u s s  

t h e  re levance  of r e sea rch  involving fo re ign  populat ion groups t o  t h e  United 

S t a t e s '  popula t ions ,  inc luding  m i n o r i t i e s .  


If t h e  requi red  information is  no t  contained wi th in  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  t h e  

a p p l i c a t i o n  w i l l  be r e tu rned .  


Peer reviewers  w i l l  address  s p e c i f i c a l l y  whether t h e  r e sea rch  p l an  i n  t h e  

app l i ca t ion  conforms t o  t h e s e  p o l i c i e s .  If t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of women o r  


' I d r 	 m i n o r i t i e s  i n  a s tudy des ign  is inadequate t o  answer t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  
ques t ion ( s1  addressed AND t h e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  s e l e c t e d  s tudy  populat ion
is inadequate,  it w i l l  be considered a s c i e n t i f i c  weakness o r  de f i c i ency  i n  
t h e  s tudy design and w i l l  be r e f l e c t e d  i n  ass igning  t h e  p r i o r i t y  sco re  t o  t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n .  

A l l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  c l i n i c a l  r e sea rch  submitted t o  N I H  are r equ i r ed  t o  
address  t h e s e  p o l i c i e s .  N I H  funding components w i l l  no t  award g r a n t s  o r  
coopera t ive  agreements t h a t  do not  comply with t h e s e  p o l i c i e s .  

Because of t h e  s p e c i a l  s e n s i t i v i t y  of r e sea rch  focused on homeless and 
homeless, severe ly  mental ly  ill persons,  p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  should be given
by a p p l i c a n t s  t o  cons ide ra t ions  of informed consent ,  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y ,  s u b j e c t s
r i g h t s  and welfare, and s u b j e c t  r i s k .  

Support f o r  research  may be reques ted  through a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  a r e sea rch  
g r a n t  (ROI), s m a l l  g r a n t  (R031, F i r s t  Independent Research and T r a n s i t i o n  
(FIRST) award (R291, and program p r o j e c t  award (POI).  Support f o r  r e sea rch  
p r o j e c t s  t h a t  inc lude  funds f o r  s e r v i c e s  may be reques ted  through a p p l i c a t i o n s
f o r  r e sea rch  demonstration g r a n t s  (R18). Other support  mechanisms include t h e  
Predoctora l  Ind iv idua l  Nat ional  Research Serv ice  A w a r d  (F311, Pos tdoc tora l  
Nat ional  Research Serv ice  Award (F321, I n s t i t u t i o n a l  Nat ional  Research Serv ice  
Award (T321, S c i e n t i s t  Development Award f o r  C l i n i c i a n s  (K201,. and S c i e n t i s t  
Development Award (K21). 

Grant funds may be used f o r  expenses c l e a r l y  r e l a t e d  and necessary t o  conduct 
r e sea rch ,  inc luding  both direct c o s t s  and al lowable i n d i r e c t  c o s t s .  Only i f  
t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  is  f o r  a r e sea rch  demonstration p r o j e c t  (R18) may a 
s u b s t a n t i a l  po r t ion  of g r a n t s  funds be used t o  support  c o s t s  a s soc ia t ed  with 
t rea tment ,  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ,  o r  o t h e r  s e r v i c e  programs. Applicants  must c l e a r l y
d i s t i n g u i s h  services to be supported through r e sea rch  demonstration funds and 
s e r v i c e s  supported through o t h e r  sources .  

A l l  r e sea rch  a p p l i c a n t s  must use t h e  g ran t  a p p l i c a t i o n  form PHS 398 ( r e v .  . 
10/88). Appl ica t ions  may r eques t  support  f o r  up t o  5 yea r s  f o r  r e sea rch  and 
up t o  3 years  f o r  r e sea rch  demonstration p r o j e c t s .  Small g ran t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  
are limited t o  2 yea r s .  Annual awards w i l l  be made s u b j e c t  t o  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of 
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funds and, f o r  renewals,  p rogress  achieved. Applicat ions f o r  fe l lowships  must 
use t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  form PHS 416-1 ( r e v .  4/89). 

Applicat ions w i l l  be rece ived  under t h e  usua l  PHS r e c e i p t  and review schedule .  
Applicat ions w i l l  be reviewed by an i n i t i a l  review group c o n s i s t i n g  p r imar i ly
of non-Federal s c i e n t i f i c  and t e c h n i c a l  e x p e r t s .  Appl ica t ions  w i l l  r e c e i v e  a 
second-level  review by t h e  appropr ia te  Advisory Council based on po l i cy
cons ide ra t ions  as w e l l  as s c i e n t i f i c  m e r i t .  Only a p p l i c a t i o n s  recommended f o r  
approval by t h e  Advisory Council may be considered f o r  funding. 

-

Subject  t o  t h e  q u a l i t y  of proposals  and a v a i l a b i l i t y  of funds,  NIMH hopes t o  

make up t o  $3 mil l ion  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  between 5 and 15 p r o j e c t s  funded i n  f i s c a l  

year  1992. 


I n q u i r i e s  regard ing  t h i s  announcement and r eques t s  f o r  a copy of t h e  f u l l  

announcement may be d i r e c t e d  t o :  


Roger B. Straw, Ph.D. 

Off ice  of Programs f o r  t h e  Homeless Mentally I11 

Room 7C-06 

Telephone: (301) 443-3706 


Fur ther  information on g r a n t s  management i s s u e s  may be obtained from: 


Stephen J. Hudak 

Grants Management Branch 

Room 7C-26 

Telephone: (301) 443-4456 


The address  f o r  both of t h e  above is: 


National  I n s t i t u t e  of Mental Health 

5600 Fishe r s  Lane 

Rockvil le ,  MD 20857 


This  program is  descr ibed  i n  t h e  Catalog of Federal  Domestic Assis tance Nos. 

93.242, 93.282, and 93.28 .  Under t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of Sec t ions  301 and 520 of t h e  

Publ ic  Health Serv ice  Act (42 USC 241 a s  amended), and s u b j e c t  t o  a v a i l a b i l i t y 

of funds,  t h e  Nat ional  I n s t i t u t e  of Mental Health w i l l  accept  a p p l i c a t i o n s  i n  

response t o  t h i s  announcement 


S A L T H  SERVICES RESEARCH CONFERENCE GRANTS 


PA: PA-91-61 


P.T. 42; K.W. 0730050, 1004017 

Agency f o r  Health Care Pol icy  and Research 

The Agency f o r  Health Care Pol icy  and Research (AHCPR) announces procedures
and c r i t e r i a  f o r  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  and medical e f f e c t i v e n e s s  r e sea rch  conference 
g r a n t s  pursuant  t o  T i t l e  IX of t h e  Publ ic  Health Serv ice  (PHS) Act and s e c t i o n  
1142 of t h e  Soc ia l  Secur i ty  Act and i n v i t e s  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  such g r a n t s .  

TYPES OF CONFERENCES SUPPORTED - AHCPR awards g r a n t s  f o r  conferences and 
workshops r e l a t e d  t o  genera l  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  r e sea rch  and medical 
e f f e c t i v e n e s s  r e sea rch  a c t i v i t i e s .  AHCPR suppor ts  conferences t h a t  f u r t h e r  
t h e  fol lowing a c t i v i t i e s  : 

o 	 exchanging information on innovat ions i n  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  d e l i v e r y
and technology, and developing and improving methods of 
disseminat ing f ind ings  and information r e s u l t i n g  from h e a l t h  
s e r v i c e s  r e sea rch  a c t i v i t i e s  of AHCPR; 

o 	 promoting t h e  disseminat ion and adoption of medical p r a c t i c e
gu ide l ines ,  c l i n i c a l  r e sea rch  f ind ings ,  and h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  
r e sea rch  d a t a - r e l a t e d  products ;  

o improving h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  r e sea rch  design and methods; and 

o 	 developing r e sea rch  agendas f o r  addressing s i g n i f i c a n t  h e a l t h  
s e r v i c e s  problems. 

.r

For conference proposa ls  reques t ing  $50,000 o r  less i n  d i r e c t  c o s t s ,  AHCPR is 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a p p l i c a t i o n s  i n  areas descr ibed  i n  a sepa ra t e
n o t i c e  appearing i n  t h i s  i s sue  of t h e  N I H  Guide f o r  Grants and Cont rac ts  
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e n t i t l e d  "Health Se rv ices  Research P r i o r i t y  Areas f o r  Accelerated Small Grants 
Review. '' 
AHCPR a l s o  is p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  conference g ran t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  t h a t  
p e r t a i n  t o  t h e  above areas and a p p l i c a t i o n s  t h a t  have re levance  t o  t h e  
s p e c i f i c  o b j e c t i v e s  of t h e  pub l i ca t ion  "Healthy People 2000 ." P o t e n t i a l  
app l i can t s  may ob ta in  a copy of "Healthy People 2000" ( f u l l  r e p o r t ;  Stock No. 

,,b4 	 017-001-00474-0) (summary r e p o r t ;  Stock No. 017-001-00473-1) through t h e  
Superintendent  of Documents, Government P r i n t i n g  Office, Washington, D . C . ,  
20402-9325, te lephone 202-783-3238. 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS TO APPLICANTS CONCERNING THE INCLUSION OF WOMEN AND 
MINORITIES I N  RESEARCH STUDY POPULATIONS 

AHCPR observes  N I H  and ADAMHA po l i cy  r equ i r ing  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  r e sea rch  g r a n t s
t o  inc lude  m i n o r i t i e s  and women i n  s tudy populat ions so t h a t  r e sea rch  f ind ings  
can be of b e n e f i t  t o  a l l  persons a t  r i s k  of t h e  d i sease ,  d i s o r d e r ,  o r  
condi t ion  under s tudy .  Under t h i s  po l i cy ,  s p e c i a l  emphasis is  placed on t h e  
need t o  inc lude  m i n o r i t i e s  and women i n  t h e  s t u d i e s  of d i s e a s e s ,  d i s o r d e r s  and 
cond i t ions  which d i sp ropor t iona te ly  a f f e c t  them. The po l i cy  is intended t o  
apply t o  males and females of a l l  ages .  Although conferences w i l l  no t  conduct 
r e sea rch  p e r  se, r e sea rch  is usua l ly  a primary focus of AHCPR-supported
conferences and a p p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  be expected to demonstrate cons ide ra t ion  f o r  
t h e  s p e c i a l  needs of m i n o r i t i e s  and women. This  cons idera t ion  should be 
r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  des ign  of t h e  agenda, s e l e c t i o n  of t o p i c s  and speakers ,  as 
w e l l  as i n  t h e  f i n a l  product a s soc ia t ed  with t h e  conference,  whether it is  a 
research  agenda o r  conference proceedings.  

REVIEW PROCESS - Conference g ran t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  with d i r e c t  c o s t s  of  550,000 or 
less  over t h e  p r o j e c t  per iod  are reviewed f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  and t e c h n i c a l  m e r i t  
by Federal  andlor  non-Federal e x p e r t s  s e rv ing  as f i e l d  r eade r s ,  r a t h e r  than  a 
s tanding  advisory committee. Sec t ion  922(d)(2) of t h e  PHS A c t  a l lows  t h e  
Adminis t ra tor  of AHCPR t o  make adjustments  i n  t h e  s tandard  peer  review process
f o r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  with d i r e c t  c o s t s  t h a t  do no t  exceed $50,000. Conference 
g ran t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  i n  excess  of $50,000 over  t h e  p r o j e c t  per iod  w i l l  be 
reviewed under s tandard  peer  review procedures i n  accordance with s e c t i o n  922 
of t h e  PHS A c t .  

ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS - Appl ica t ions  may be submitted by pub l i c  o r  p r i v a t e
nonprof i t  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  u n i t s  of S t a t e  o r  l o c a l  government, o r  i nd iv idua l s .  
Fo r -p ro f i t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  are no t  e l i g i b l e  f o r  AHCPR g r a n t s .  

'J 
APPLICATION PROCEDURES - Applicat ions must be submitted i n  accordance with 
s e c t i o n  924 of t h e  Publ ic  Health Serv ice  A c t  and with t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  k i t  and 42 CFR 67.13.  

APPLICATION FORMS - All app l i can t s ,  except  u n i t s  of S t a t e  and l o c a l  
government, must use form PHS 398 ( r ev .  10/88). Applicants  from S t a t e  and 
l o c a l  governments may use  Form PHS 5161, Applicat ion f o r  Federal  Assis tance 
(nonconstruct ion programs). Applicat ion materials are a v a i l a b l e  a t  most 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  bus iness  o f f i c e s  and from: 

O f f i c e  of S c i e n t i f i c  R e v i e w  
Agency f o r  Health Care Pol icy  and Research 
Parklawn Building,  Room 18A-20 
5600 Fishe r s  Lane 
Rockvi l le ,  MD 20857 
Telephone: (301) 443-3091 

APPLICATION SUBMISSION - The o r i g i n a l  and s i x  copies  of form PHS 398 ( r ev .
10/88) must be s e n t  t o :  

Divis ion of Research Grants  
Nat ional  I n s t i t u t e s  of Health 
Westwood Building,  Room 240 
Bethesda, MD 20892** 

S t a t e  and l o c a l  governments us ing  Form PHS 5161 must submit an o r i g i n a l  and 
two copies  of t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  same l o c a t i o n .  

Those app l i can t s  submi t t ing  an a p p l i c a t i o n  with d i r e c t  c o s t s  i n  excess  of 
$50,000 must check i t e m  2 of page 1 of t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  "Yes," and t h e  PA 
number PA-91-61 and t h e  t i t l e  "Conference Grants" must be en te red .  Those 
a p p l i c a n t s  submi t t ing  an a p p l i c a t i o n  with d i r e c t  c o s t s  of $50,000 o r  less must 
check i t e m  2 of page 1 of t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  " Y e s , "  and t h e  PA number PA-91-62 

'i-' and t h e  t i t l e  "AHCPR Small Grants Program" must be en te red .  
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-- 

SUBMISSION DEADLINES - The deadl ine  f o r  submission of  a p p l i c a t i o n s  depends on 
whether o r  no t  t h e  amount of d i r e c t  c o s t s  over t h e  p r o j e c t  per iod  exceeds 
$50,000. 

The f i r s t  deadl ine  f o r  submission of a p p l i c a t i o n s  i n  excess  of $50,000 is  June 
1,  1991. Therea f t e r ,  t h e  fol lowing deadl ines  apply t o  conference g r a n t s  f o r  
any f i sca l  year :  February 1, June 1, and October 1 .  Funding dec i s ions  w i l l  
be made wi th in  approximately e i g h t  t o  t e n  months a f t e r  r e c e i p t  of 

1y
a p p l i c a t i o n s .  

The first dead l ine  f o r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  of $50,000 o r  less  i n  d i r e c t  c o s t s  is  
September 15, 1991. Therea f t e r ,  t h e  fol lowing dead l ines  apply t o  conference 
g r a n t s  f o r  any f i s c a l  yea r :  January 15, May 15, and September 15.  Funding
dec i s ions  w i l l  be made wi th in  approximately s i x  months af ter  r e c e i p t  of 
a p p l i c a t i o n s .  

Applicat ions w i l l  be considered on t ime i f  they  are rece ived  on o r  before  t h e  
e s t a b l i s h e d  dead l ine  d a t e s  or s e n t  on o r  before  t h e  deadl ine  d a t e s  s p e c i f i e d
i n  t h i s  Notice,  un le s s  they  are rece ived  t o o  l a t e  f o r  o rde r ly  process ing .
Applicants  should r eques t  a l e g i b l y  da ted  U.S. Pos t a l  Serv ice  postmark o r  
ob ta in  a da ted  r e c e i p t  from a commercial carr ier  o r  U.S. Pos t a l  Se rv ice .  
P r i v a t e  metered postmarks s h a l l  no t  be acceptab le  as proof of t imely  mail ing.
L a t e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  no t  accepted f o r  processing w i l l  be he ld  f o r  t h e  next  
r e g u l a r l y  scheduled review cyc le .  

REVIEW CRITERIA - The fol lowing are t h e  minimum cr i te r ia  by which a p p l i c a t i o n s
f o r  conference g ran t  support  are reviewed: 

S ign i f i cance  of t h e  proposed conference:  (1 )  The importance of t h e  i s s u e  o r  
problem addressed i n  t h e  d e l i v e r y ,  c o s t ,  q u a l i t y  o f ,  o r  access t o  h e a l t h  
s e r v i c e s ,  o r  a methodological o r  t e c h n i c a l  i s s u e  i n  dea l ing  with t h e  
development and conduct of h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  r e sea rch ;  (2) t h e  impl ica t ions  of 
t h e  conference ' s  intended outcome(s) f o r  f u t u r e  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  r e sea rch ,  f o r  
i d e n t i f y i n g  o r  r e so lv ing  methodological problems, and f o r  organizing and 
managing r e sea rch  a c t i v i t i e s ;  and (3) t h e  imp l i ca t ions  of t h e  conference f o r  
technologica l  innovat ions i n  h e a l t h  care communications and disseminat ion of 
knowledge, information,  o r  f o r  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  u t i l i z a t i o n  of t h e  material 
communicated and disseminated.  

Conference Design: ( 1 )  The l o g i c  and soundness of t h e  conference 's  conceptual
framework; ( 2 )  t h e  r o l e ,  composition, and e x p e r t i s e  of i nd iv idua l s  and 
advisory groups t o  be u t i l i z e d  i n  planning o r  conducting t h e  conference,
inc luding  t h e  involvement of t h e  p o t e n t i a l  u s e r s  of t h e  information o r  o t h e r  
products  of t h e  conference; (3) t h e  reasonableness  of t h e  techniques proposed
t o  ensure maximum p a r t i c i p a t i o n  and i n t e r a c t i o n  among p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  e . g . ,
d i scuss ion  i n  l a r g e  and s m a l l  groups,  p r i o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of papers ,  pane ls  
ve r sus  ind iv idua l  speakers ,  and per iods  f o r  ques t ions  and answers; (4) t h e  
s p e c i f i c i t y  of t h e  proposed agenda of t o p i c s  t o  be addressed,  t h e  proposed
speakers  and panel  members f o r  each t o p i c ,  t h e i r  c r e d e n t i a l s ,  and t h e  c r i t e r i a  
f o r  t h e i r  s e l e c t i o n ;  and ( 5 )  t h e  na tu re  and q u a l i t y  of t h e  informational  
products  t o  be disseminated as a r e s u l t  of t h e  conference (such as 
proceedings,  r e sea rch  agendas, pub l i ca t ions ,  t r a i n i n g  manuals, and o t h e r  
p roduc t s ) ,  and a p lan  f o r  d i sseminat ion .  

Personnel and Fac i l i t i es :  ( 1 )  The experience and t r a i n i n g  of t h e  app l i can t
i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  des ign ,  organize ,  and c a r r y  out  a h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  
r e sea rch  conference;  and (2) t h e  adequacy of t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  available f o r  
conducting t h e  conference.  

Appropriateness of Budget: (1) The reasonableness  of t h e  o v e r a l l  c o s t  of t h e  
conference,  given t h e  proposed approach; and (2 )  t h e  c o s t  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of t h e  
t o t a l  proposed expendi ture  i n  terms of t h e  probable va lue  of t h e  conference 
r e s u l t s .  

F U N D I N G  AVAILABILITY - AHCPR a n t i c i p a t e s  t h a t  up t o  $300,000 may be expended
i n  a f i s c a l  year  f o r  g r a n t s  with d i r e c t  c o s t s  of $50,000 o r  less .  Grant 
a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  more than  $50,000 i n  d i r e c t  c o s t s  w i l l  eompete with t h e  t o t a l  
AHCPR g r a n t  a p p l i c a t i o n  pool f o r  funding.  AHCPR a n t i c i p a t e s  t h a t  it may award 
from one t o  two new conference g r a n t s  pe r  year  with d i r e c t  c o s t s  i n  excess  of 
$50,000. Grants  made pursuant  t o  t h i s  announcement w i l l  be reviewed and 
funded c o n s i s t e n t  with g ran t  a p p l i c a t i o n  procedures and p o l i c i e s  se t  out  i n  42 
CFR P a r t  6 7 ,  Subpart  A ,  and t h e  PHS Grants Pol icy  Statement .  Funding of a 
conference may be made cond i t iona l  on g ran tee  acceptance of  changes
recommended by t h e  f i e l d  r e a d e r s  o r  advisory committee members, inc luding
subs tan t ive  changes i n  t h e  conference des ign  and/or budgetary cons ide ra t ions .  

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE OF AWARD - Grantees must agree  t o :  (I)Allow a 
l i m i t e d  number of AHCPR s t a f f  t o  a t t e n d  o r  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  conference ( t h e  
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number of staff  w i l l  be nego t i a t ed  a t  t h e  time of award; t hey  w i l l  a r range  f o r  
t h e i r  own t r a v e l  expenses) ;  (2 )  hold t h e  conference wi th in  12 months of t h e  
d a t e  of t h e  award; and (3) submit t h r e e  copies  of an execut ive  summary and 
t h r e e  copies  of a one-page a b s t r a c t  of t h e  proceedings t o  AHCPR no t  l a te r  than  
60 days a f t e r  t h e  conference,  and provide AHCPR with t h r e e  cop ie s  of t h e  
conference proceedings as soon as they  are a v a i l a b l e .  

RELATED INFORMATION - The AHCPR gran t  program is descr ibed  i n  t h e  Catalog of 
Federal  Domestic Assis tance as Numbers 93.226 and 93.180. Executive Order 
12372 is not  app l i cab le  t o  AHCPR g r a n t s .  Addit ional  guidance on t h e s e  
conference g r a n t s  is  included i n  t h e  AHCPR pub l i ca t ion  Conference Grant 
Information.  Copies of t h i s  pub l i ca t ion  w i l l  be provided i n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n
k i t .  The information i n  t h i s  n o t i c e  is being publ ished i n  t h e  Federal  
Reg i s t e r .  AHCPR g r a n t s  are governed by r e g u l a t i o n s  found i n  t h e  Code of 
Federal  Regulat ions,  T i t l e  42, P a r t  67, Subpart  A .  A copy of t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s
is included i n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  k i t .  

*c 
For a d d i t i o n a l  information,  con tac t  : 


Margaret VanAmringe

Direc to r ,  Center f o r  Research Dissemination and Liaison 

Agency f o r  Health Care Pol icy  and Research 

Parklawn Building,  Room 18A-10 

5600 F i she r s  Lane 

Rockvil le ,  MD 20857 

Telephone: (301) 443-2904 


For f i s c a l  and admin i s t r a t ive  matters, con tac t :  


Ralph S l o a t  

Chief,. Grants Management Branch 

Agency f o r  Heal th  C a r e  Pol icy  and Research 

Parklawn Building,  Room 18A27 

5600 F i she r s  Lane 

Rockvil le ,  MD 20857 

Telephone: (301) 443-4033 


HEALTH SERVICES RESEARCH PRIORITY AREAS FOR ACCELERATED SMALL GRANT 

APPLICATION REVIEW 


*I,/ PA: PA-91-62 

P.T. 34, 42; K . W .  0730050, 0730000 

Agency f o r  Heal th  C a r e  Pol icy  and Research 

The Agency f o r  Heal th  C a r e  Pol icy  and Research (AHCPR) announces p r i o r i t y  
areas f o r  small g ran t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  r e sea rch ,  inc luding
conferences,  pursuant  t o  T i t l e  I X  of t h e  Publ ic  Health Serv ice  (PHS) A c t  and 
s e c t i o n  1142 of t h e  Soc ia l  Secur i ty  A c t  and i n v i t e s  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  such 
g r a n t s .  Small g ran t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  are those  with t o t a l  d i r e c t  c o s t s  of $50,000 
o r  less over t h e  p r o j e c t  per iod .  AHCPR is  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
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r ece iv ing  s m a l l  g r an t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  from ind iv idua l s  new t o  t h e  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  
r e sea rch  f i e l d .  

Small g ran t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  proposing a conference o r  r e sea rch  i n  t h e  p r i o r i t y  
areas i d e n t i f i e d  below w i l l  be accorded an acce le ra t ed  review. This  
acce le ra t ed  review w i l l  permit AHCPR t o  n o t i f y  a p p l i c a n t s  of funding dec i s ions  
approximately s i x  months a f te r  r e c e i p t  of a p p l i c a t i o n s .  The information i n  
t h i s  n o t i c e ,  as w e l l  as f u t u r e  changes, w i l l  be publ ished i n  t h e  Federal  
Reg i s t e r .  AHCPR is  a l s o  i s s u i n g  a sepa ra t e  Federal  Reg i s t e r  n o t i c e  and 
announcement i n  t h e  N I H  Guide f o r  Grants and Cont rac ts  with a d d i t i o n a l  
information p e r t a i n i n g  t o  a l l  conference g ran t  proposa ls ,  inc luding  those  i n  
excess  of $50,000.  

Research p r i o r i t y  areas, inc luding  conferences,  t h a t  q u a l i f y  small g ran t
proposa ls  f o r  acce le ra t ed  review are: 

1 .  Research on h e a l t h  care s e r v i c e s  f o r  underservedl  disadvantaged
populat ions,  e .g . ,  minori ty  h e a l t h  i s sues ,  ru ra l  h e a l t h  i s sues ,  methods t o  
improve access; 

2.  Research on c o s t s ,  access, and q u a l i t y  of care f o r  t h e  
w uninsured/underinsured; 
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3. 	 Research on h e a l t h  care s e r v i c e s  f o r  i nd iv idua l s  with H I V  i n f e c t i o n s ,
inc luding  i s s u e s  r e l a t e d  t o  c o s t s ,  access, and q u a l i t y  of  care d e l i v e r e d  t o  
such ind iv idua l s ;  

4 .  Research on medical l i a b i l i t y  i s s u e s ,  e .g : ,  de te rminants  o f ,  o r  
a l t e r n a t i v e  approaches t o  reduce medical l i a b i l i t y ;  

5 .  Research on c l i n i c a l  p rac t i ce -o r i en ted  primary care; t h a t  desc r ibes  t h e  
n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y  and t h e  management of cond i t ions  commonly encountered i n  
primary care p r a c t i c e ;  and 

6 .  Conferences on t h e  areas s p e c i f i e d  above as w e l l  as o t h e r  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  
r e sea rch  t o p i c s  of genera l  i n t e r e s t .  

These p r i o r i t y  areas supersede previous ly  announced p r i o r i t i e s  f o r  s m a l l  g r a n t
a p p l i c a t i o n s .  Comments on t h e  p r i o r i t i e s  are being s o l i c i t e d  through t h e  
Federal  Reg i s t e r .  Any changes i n  p r i o r i t i e s  r equ i r ed  t o  address  Nat ional  
concerns w i l l  be announced before  becoming e f f e c t i v e .  

I f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  submit ted i n  response t o  t h i s  RFA is  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  similar 
t o  a r e sea rch  g r a n t  a p p l i c a t i o n  a l r eady  submit ted t o  t h e  N I H  f o r  review, bu t  
has  no t  y e t  been reviewed, t h e  a p p l i c a n t  w i l l  be asked t o  withdraw e i t h e r  t h e  
pending a p p l i c a t i o n  o r  t h e  new one. Simultaneous submission of i d e n t i c a l  
a p p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  no t  be allowed, nor  w i l l  e s s e n t i a l l y  i d e n t i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n s
be reviewed by d i f f e r e n t  review committees. Therefore ,  an a p p l i c a t i o n  cannot 
be submit ted i n  response t o  t h i s  RFA t h a t  is  e s s e n t i a l l y  i d e n t i c a l  t o  one t h a t  
has  a l r eady  been reviewed. This  does no t  preclude t h e  submission of 
s u b s t a n t i a l  r e v i s i o n s  of a p p l i c a t i o n s  a l r eady  reviewed, bu t  such a p p l i c a t i o n s
must inc lude  an in t roduc t ion  address ing  t h e  previous c r i t i q u e .  

AHCPR urges  a p p l i c a n t s  t o  submit p r i o r i t y  cons ide ra t ion  small g r a n t
a p p l i c a t i o n s  t h a t  address  s p e c i f i c  o b j e c t i v e s  of t h e  pub l i ca t ion  "Healthy
People 2000." P o t e n t i a l  a p p l i c a n t s  may o b t a i n  a copy of "Healthy People 2000" 
( f u l l  r e p o r t ;  Stock No. 017-001-00474-0) (summary r e p o r t ;  Stock No. 
017-001-00473-1) through the  Superintendent of Documents, Government P r i n t i n g
Off ice ,  Washington, D . C .  20402-9325, te lephone 202-783-3238. 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS TO APPLICANTS CONCERNING INCLUSION OF WOMEN AND 
MINORITIES I N  RESEARCH STUDY POPULATIONS 

AHCPR observes  N I H  and ADAMHA po l i cy  r e q u i r i n g  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  c l i n i c a l  
r e sea rch  g r a n t s  t o  inc lude  m i n o r i t i e s  and women i n  s tudy popula t ions  so t h a t  
r e sea rch  f ind ings  can be of b e n e f i t  t o  a l l  persons a t  r i s k  of t h e  d i sease ,
d i s o r d e r  o r  cond i t ion  under s tudy;  s p e c i a l  emphasis should be p laced  on t h e  
need f o r  i nc lus ion  of m i n o r i t i e s  and women i n  s t u d i e s  of d i s e a s e s ,  d i s o r d e r s  
and cond i t ions  which d i sp ropor t iona te ly  a f f e c t  them. 

The composition of t h e  proposed s tudy  group must be descr ibed  i n  t e r m s  of 
gender and r a c i a l l e t h n i c  group. I n  add i t ion ,  gender and r a c i a l l e t h n i c  issues  
should be addressed i n  developing a r e sea rch  des ign  and sample s ize  
appropr i a t e  f o r  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  o b j e c t i v e s  of  t h e  s tudy .  This  information 
should be included i n  t h e  form PHS 398 i n  Sec t ion  2,  A-D of t h e  Research Plan 
and summarized i n  Sec t ion  2,  E ,  Human Sub jec t s ,  o r  i n  t h e  program n a r r a t i v e  
s e c t i o n  of Form PHS 5161 f o r  S t a t e  and l o c a l  governments. 

If t h e  r equ i r ed  information is  no t  contained i n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  w i l l  be r e tu rned .  A l l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  r e sea rch  submit ted t o  
AHCPR are requ i r ed  t o  address  t h e s e  p o l i c i e s .  AHCPR w i l l  n o t  award g r a n t s
t h a t  do not  comply with t h e s e  p o l i c i e s .  

REVIEW PROCESS - The acce le ra t ed  review process  involves  t e c h n i c a l  and 
s c i e n t i f i c  review by Federal  and/or non-Federal e x p e r t s  s e rv ing  as f i e ld  
r eade r s ,  r a t h e r  t han  a s tanding  advisory committee. Sec t ion  922(d)(2) of t h e  
PHS A c t  a l lows  t h e  Adminis t ra tor  of  AHCPR t o  make adjustments  i n  t h e  usua l  
peer  review process  f o r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  whose direct  c o s t s  do no t  exceed $50,000. 

Small g r a n t  proposa ls  submit ted f o r  r e sea rch  on t o p i c s  n o t  s p e c i f i e d  above, o r  
f o r  r e sea rch  conferences i n  excess  of $50,000, w i l l  no t  be accepted f o r  
expedi ted review, a l though they  may be e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  AHCPR peer
review process  by a committee of non-Federal e x p e r t s .  The f i n a l  de te rmina t ion  
as t o  whether an a p p l i c a t i o n  q u a l i f i e s  f o r  expedi ted review is made by AHCPR,
based on t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n ' s  cons is tency  with t h e  above- l i s ted  p r i o r i t y  areas. 
I f  AHCPR determines t h a t  an a p p l i c a t i o n  intended by t h e  a p p l i c a n t  f o r  
expedi ted review is no t  so q u a l i f i e d ,  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  w i l l  be he ld  f o r  t h e  
next  r e g u l a r  a p p l i c a t i o n  deadl ine  f o r  r o u t i n e  g r a n t s  r e c e i p t  and peer  review 
procedures.  
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ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS - Appl ica t ions  may be submitted by pub l i c  o r  p r i v a t e
nonprof i t  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  u n i t s  of S t a t e  o r  l o c a l  government, o r  i nd iv idua l s .  

APPLICATION PROCEDURES - Applicat ions must be submitted i n  accordance with 
Sec t ion  924 of t h e  PHS A c t  and with i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  k i t  and 42 
CFR 67.13. 

\llUs/ 	 APPLICATION FORMS - A l l  app l i can t s ,  except  u n i t s  of S t a t e  and l o c a l  
governments, must use  form PHS 398 ( r e v .  10/88). Applicants  from S t a t e  and 
l o c a l  governments may use form PHS 5161, Applicat ion f o r  Federal  Ass is tance  
(nonconstruct ion programs). Grant a p p l i c a t i o n  materials and i n s t r u c t i o n s  are 
a v a i l a b l e  from: Off ice  of S c i e n t i f i c  Review, Off ice  of Planning and Resource 
Management, AHCPR, 5600 Fishe r s  Lane, Room 18A-20, Rockvil le ,  Maryland 20857,
te lephone (301) 443-3091. 

APPLICATION SUBMISSION - To rece ive  acce le ra t ed  review, I t e m  2 of  page 1 of 
t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  should be checked '*Yes" and t h e  PA number PA-91-62 and t h e  
t i t l e  "AHCPR Small Grants Program" shouid be en te red .  

The o r i g i n a l  and s i x  copies  of t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  must be s e n t  t o :  

Divis ion of Research Grants 
Nat ional  I n s t i t u t e s  of Health 
Westwood Building,  Room 240 
Bethesda, MD 20892** 

S t a t e  and l o c a l  governments us ing  form DHHS 5161 must submit t h e  o r i g i n a l  and 
two copies  of t h e  completed a p p l i c a t i o n  form t o  t h e  same l o c a t i o n .  

SUBMISSION DEADLINES - The f i r s t  deadl ine  f o r  r e c e i p t  of p r i o r i t y  and 
conference small g r a n t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  is September 15, 1991. Therea f t e r ,  t h e  
fol lowing dead l ines  f o r  r e c e i p t  of a p p l i c a t i o n s  are January 15, May 15, and 
September 15 f o r  any yea r .  

Applicat ions w i l l  be considered on t i m e  i f  they  are rece ived  on o r  before  t h e  
e s t a b l i s h e d  deadl ine  d a t e s  o r  s e n t  on o r  before  t h e  deadl ine  d a t e s  s p e c i f i e d
i n  t h i s  Notice,  un le s s  t hey  are rece ived  t o o  l a t e  f o r  o rde r ly  process ing .
Applicants  should r eques t  a l e g i b l y  da ted  U.S. Pos t a l  Serv ice  postmark o r  
ob ta in  a dated r e c e i p t  from a commercial carrier o r  U.S. Pos t a l  Serv ice .  
P r i v a t e  metered postmarks s h a l l  no t  be acceptab le  as proof of t imely  mail ing.
Late a p p l i c a t i o n s  not  accepted f o r  processing w i l l  be he ld  f o r  t h e  next  

W r e g u l a r l y  scheduled review cyc le .  

REVIEW CRITERIA - Research g ran t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  be reviewed according t o  
t h e  fol lowing c r i te r ia :  ( 1 )  The s i g n i f i c a n c e  and o r i g i n a l i t y  from a 
s c i e n t i f i c  o r  t e c h n i c a l  s tandpoin t  of t h e  goa l s  of t h e  p r o j e c t ;  (2 )  t h e  
adequacy of  t h e  methodology proposed t o  c a r r y  out  t h e  p r o j e c t ;  (3) t h e  
a v a i l a b i l i t y  of d a t a  o r  t h e  proposed p lan  t o  c o l l e c t  d a t a  r equ i r ed  i n  t h e  
a n a l y s i s ;  ( 4 )  t h e  adequacy and appropr ia teness  of t h e  p lan  f o r  organiz ing  and 
ca r ry ing  out  t h e  p r o j e c t ;  (5) t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of t h e  P r i n c i p a l  I n v e s t i g a t o r
and t h e  proposed s ta f f ;  (6 )  t h e  reasonableness  of t h e  proposed budget i n  
r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  proposed p r o j e c t ;  ( 7 )  t h e  adequacy of t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  and 
resources  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  gran tee ;  and ( 8 )  t h e  adequacy of s t e p s  proposed t o  
p r o t e c t  human s u b j e c t s ,  as appropr i a t e .  

Conference g ran t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  be reviewed according t o  t h e  fol lowing
add itiona l  c r i te r ia  : 

Signi f icance  of t h e  Proposed Conference: ( 1 )  The importance of t h e  i s s u e  o r  
problem addressed i n  t h e  d e l i v e r y ,  c o s t ,  q u a l i t y  o f ,  o r  access t o  h e a l t h  
s e r v i c e s ,  o r  a methodological o r  t e c h n i c a l  i s s u e  i n  dea l ing  with t h e  
development and conduct of h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  research;  (2 )  t h e  imp l i ca t ions  of 
t h e  conference 's  intended outcome(s) f o r  f u t u r e  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  r e sea rch ,  f o r  
i d e n t i f y i n g  o r  r e so lv ing  methodological problems, and f o r  organiz ing  and 
managing research  a c t i v i t i e s ;  and (3 )  t h e  impl ica t ions  of t h e  conference f o r  
technologica l  innovat ions i n  h e a l t h  care communications and d isseminat ion  of 
knowledge, information,  o r  f o r  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  u t i l i z a t i o n  of t h e  material 
communicated and disseminated.  

Conference Design: ( 1 )  The l o g i c  and soundness of t h e  conference 's  conceptual
framework; (2 )  t h e  r o l e ,  composition, and e x p e r t i s e  of i nd iv idua l s  and 
advisory groups t o  be u t i l i z e d  i n  planning or conducting t h e  conference]
inc luding  t h e  involvement of t h e  p o t e n t i a l  u s e r s  of t h e  information o r  o t h e r  
products  of  t h e  conference; ( 3 )  t h e  reasonableness  of t h e  techniques  proposed 
t o  ensure maximum p a r t i c i p a t i o n  and i n t e r a c t i o n  among p a r t i c i p a n t s ]  e . g . ,t. d i scuss ion  i n  l a r g e  and small groups, p r i o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of papers ,  pane ls  
versus  ind iv idua l  speakers ,  and per iods  f o r  ques t ions  and answers; (4 )  t h e  
s p e c i f i c i t y  of t h e  proposed agenda of t o p i c s  t o  be addressed, t h e  proposed 
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speakers  and panel  members f o r  each t o p i c ,  t h e i r  c r e d e n t i a l s ,  and t h e  c r i t e r i a  

f o r  t h e i r  s e l e c t i o n ;  and ( 5 )  t h e  na tu re  and q u a l i t y  of t h e  informat iona l  

products  t o  be disseminated as a r e s u l t  of t h e  conference (such as 

proceedings,  r e sea rch  agendas, pub l i ca t ions ,  t r a i n i n g  manuals, and o t h e r  

products ) ,  and a plan f o r  d i sseminat ion .  


Personnel and F a c i l i t i e s :  (1) The experience and t r a i n i n g  of t h e  app l i can t 

i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  des ign ,  organize,  and c a r r y  out  a h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  

r e sea rch  conference; and (2) t h e  adequacy of t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  

conducting t h e  conference.  


Appropriateness of Budget: (1) The reasonableness  of t h e  o v e r a l l  c o s t  of t h e  

conference,  given t h e  proposed approach; and (2) t h e  c o s t  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of  t h e  

t o t a l  proposed expendi ture  i n  terms of t h e  probable va lue  of t h e  conference 

r e s u l t s .  


FUNDING AVAILABILITY - AHCPR expec ts  t o  award up to $1 m i l l i o n  p e r  yea r  f o r  

a l l  s m a l l  g r a n t s .  


RELATED INFORMATION - The AHCPR g r a n t  program is  descr ibed  i n  t h e  Catalog of 

Federal  Domestic Ass is tance  as numbers 93.226 and 93.180. Appl ica t ions  are 

not  sub jec t  t o  Executive Order 12372. A l l  g r a n t s  funded under t h i s  

announcement are s u b j e c t  t o  g r a n t  r e g u l a t i o n s  set out  i n  42 CFR P a r t  67,

Subpart  A ,  and t h e  PHS Grants  Pol icy  Statement .  


For a d d i t i o n a l  information on r e sea rch  p r i o r i t y  areas s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h i s  

n o t i c e ,  c o n t a c t :  


Center f o r  General Heal th  Se rv ices  

Extramural Research 

Agency f o r  Heal th  C a r e  Pol icy  and Research 

2101 E a s t  J e f f e r s o n  S t r e e t ,  Room 678 

Rockvi l le ,  MD 20852-4993 

Telephone: (301) 443-2345 


S p e c i f i c  i nd iv idua l s  f o r  each area are as fo l lows  (address  is same as above):  

o Rural h e a l t h  i s s u e s :  

Carole D .  D i l l a r d  

Telephone: (301) 443-6990 


o Minority h e a l t h  i s s u e s :  

Frantz  C .  Wilson 

Telephone: (301) 443-2080 


o 	Cost,  access, and q u a l i t y  of 

Fred J .  He l l inge r ,  Ph.D. 

Telephone: (301) 443-6990 


o HIVIAIDS i s s u e s :  

Melford Henderson 

Telephone: (301) 443-6990 


o Medical l i a b i l i t y  i s s u e s :  

Gary J. Young, J . D .  


care f o r  t h e  un insu redhnder insu red :  
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o C l i n i c a l  Drac t ice-or ien ted  primary care: 

Carolyn Clancy, M . D .  

Telephone: (301) 443-2080 


For a d d i t i o n a l  information on program a s p e c t s  on conferences,  con tac t :  


Margaret VanAmringe

Direc to r ,  Center f o r  Research Dissemination and Lia ison  

Agency f o r  Heal th  Care Pol icy  and Research 

Parklawn Building,  Room 18A-10 

5600 Fishe r s  Lane 

Rockvil le ,  MD 20857 

Telephone: (301) 443-2904 


For f i s ca l  and admin i s t r a t ive  matters, con tac t :  
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Ralph S l o a t  

Chief ,  Grants Management Branch 

Agency f o r  Health Care Pol icy  and Research 

Parklawn Building,  Room 18A27 

5600 F i she r s  Lane 

Rockvil le ,  MD 20857 

Telephone: (301) 443-4033 


WrJ 

CUTANEOUS MANIFESTATIONS OF H I V  INFECTION AND A I DS 

PA: PA-91-63 

P.T. 34; K.W. 0715120, 0715185 

Nat ional  I n s t i t u t e  of A r t h r i t i s  and Musculoskeletal  and Skin Diseases 

The Skin Diseases Program suppor ts  r e sea rch  on t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  func t ion ,  and 
d i s e a s e s  of s k i n .  This  program announcement is  t o  encourage submission of 
research  g ran t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  i n  t h e  area of cutaneous mani fes ta t ions  of human 
immunodeficiency v i r u s  ( H I V )  i n f e c t i o n  and d i seases ,  inc luding  AIDS, t h a t  are 
caused by H I V  i n f e c t i o n .  Research g ran t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  may be bas i c ,  c l i n i c a l ,  
o r  epidemiologic.  Research mechanisms t o  support  t h e s e  s t u d i e s  inc lude  
i n v e s t i g a t o r - i n i t i a t e d  r e sea rch  g r a n t s  ( R o l l ,  C l i n i c a l  I n v e s t i g a t o r  Awards 
(K081, F i r s t  Independent Research and Trans i t i on  (FIRST) Awards (R291, and 
Indiv idua l  Nat ional  Research Serv ice  Awards (F32). 

The v a s t  major i ty  of p a t i e n t s  with AIDS manifest  cutaneous d i s e a s e  a t  some 
t i m e  dur ing  t h e i r  i l l n e s s .  P a t i e n t s  with H I V  i n f e c t i o n  no t  meeting t h e  
c r i t e r i a  f o r  t h e  d i agnos i s  of AIDS a l s o  f r equen t ly  manifest  cutaneous d i s e a s e .  
I n  add i t ion ,  an exanthem t h a t  is as soc ia t ed  with i n i t i a l  H I V  i n f e c t i o n  i n  
humans has  been descr ibed;  it precedes seroconversion t o  H I V  p o s i t i v i t y  by
weeks t o  months. The s k i n  d i s e a s e s  seen i n  H I V  i n f e c t i o n  encompass d i s e a s e s  
f o r  which t h e  pathogenesis  has  y e t  t o  be e luc ida ted ,  inc luding  p s o r i a s i s  and 
seborrhe ic  d e r m a t i t i s ;  i n f e c t i o u s  d i s e a s e s  such as c a n d i d i a s i s  and v i r a l  and 
b a c t e r i a l  i n f e c t i o n s ;  and malignancies,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  Kaposi's sarcoma. 

A previous program announcement ( N I H  Guide f o r  Grants and Cont rac ts ,  Vol. 17 
No. 11, March 25, 1988) w a s  publ ished t o  s t i m u l a t e  r e sea rch  i n  t h i s  area. 
This  program announcement is designed t o  f u r t h e r  encourage r e sea rch  g ran t
a p p l i c a t i o n s  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  bas i c ,  c l i n i c a l ,  and epidemiologic a s p e c t s  of 

-+' 	 t h e s e  d i v e r s e  cutaneous mani fes ta t ions  of H I V  i n f e c t i o n .  P r o j e c t s  may be 
o r i en ted  s p e c i f i c a l l y  towards t h e  cutaneous mani fes ta t ions  of H I V  i n f e c t i o n .  
They may a l s o  be o r i en ted  towards u t i l i z i n g  t h e  high incidence of s k i n  d i s e a s e  
i n  t h e  HIV-infected and AIDS popula t ions  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  pathogenesis  of 
t h e  i d i o p a t h i c  s k i n  d i s e a s e .  Thus, w e  expect  t o  ob ta in  new information 
r e l e v a n t  t o  i d i o p a t h i c  s k i n  d i s e a s e s  as w e l l  as a b e t t e r  understanding of t h e  
coexis tence  of AIDS and s k i n  d i s e a s e .  

Among t h e  broad spectrum of b a s i c  r e sea rch  p r o j e c t s  encouraged are s t u d i e s  of 
d i s e a s e  pathophysiology and g e n e t i c s .  C l i n i c a l  s t u d i e s  may inc lude  prevent ion
of morbidity and m o r t a l i t y  o r  amel iora t ion  of cutaneous complications.
Epidemiologic s tud ies  may focus on t h e  e t io logy ,  r i s k  f a c t o r s  f o r  d i s e a s e  
development and s e v e r i t y ,  n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y  of d i sease ,  and prognosis  f o r  
developing d i s e a s e .  This  inc ludes  d e s c r i p t i v e  s t u d i e s  of incidence,
prevalence,  morbidity,  and m o r t a l i t y .  

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS TO APPLICANTS REGARDING IMPLEMENTATION OF N I H  POLICIES 
CONCERNING INCLUSION OF WOMEN AND MINORITIES I N  CLINICAL RESEARCH STUDY 
POPULATIONS 

N I H  and ADAMHA po l i cy  is  t h a t  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  NIH/ADAMHA c l i n i c a l  r e sea rch  
g r a n t s  and coopera t ive  agreements w i l l  be r equ i r ed  t o  inc lude  m i n o r i t i e s  and 
women i n  s tudy  popula t ions  so t h a t  r e sea rch  f ind ings  can be of b e n e f i t  t o  a l l  
persons a t  r i s k  of t h e  d i s e a s e ,  d i s o r d e r  o r  condi t ion  under s tudy;  s p e c i a l
emphasis should be placed on t h e  need f o r  i nc lus ion  of m i n o r i t i e s  and women i n  
s t u d i e s  of d i seases ,  d i s o r d e r s  and condi t ions  which d i sp ropor t iona te ly  affect  
them. This  po l i cy  is intended t o  apply t o  males and females of a l l  ages .  I f  
women o r  m i n o r i t i e s  are excluded o r  inadequately represented  i n  c l i n i c a l  
r e sea rch ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  proposed population-based s t u d i e s ,  a clear 
compelling r a t i o n a l e  should be provided. 

The composition of  t h e  proposed s tudy  populat ion must be descr ibed  i n  terms of 
gender and r a c i a l l e t h n i c  group. I n  add i t ion ,  gender and r a c i a l l e t h n i c  i s s u e s  
should be addressed i n  developing a r e sea rch  design and sample s ize  
appropr i a t e  f o r  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  o b j e c t i v e s  of t h e  s tudy .  Th i s  information 
should be included i n  t h e  form PHS 398 i n  Sec t ion  2 ,  A-D of t h e  Research Plan 
AND summarized i n  Sec t ion  2,  E ,  Human Subjec ts .  Appl icants /of fe rors  are urged 
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t o  assess c a r e f u l l y  t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  of inc luding  t h e  broades t  poss ib l e 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of minor i ty  groups.  However, N I H  recognizes  t h a t  it may no t  be 

f e a s i b l e  o r  appropr i a t e  i n  a l l  r e sea rch  p r o j e c t s  t o  inc lude  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of 

t h e  f u l l  a r r a y  of United S t a t e s  r a c i a l l e t h n i c  minor i ty  popula t ions  ( i . e . , 

Native Americans ( inc lud ing  American Indians  o r  Alaskan Na t ives ) , 

Asian lPac i f i c  I s l a n d e r s ,  Blacks,  Hispanics ) .  


The r a t i o n a l e  f o r  s t u d i e s  on s i n g l e  minor i ty  populat ion groups should be 

provided.  


For t h e  purpose of t h i s  po l i cy ,  c l i n i c a l  r e sea rch  inc ludes  human biomedical 

and behaviora l  s t u d i e s  of e t io logy ,  epidemiology, prevent ion  (and prevent ive 

s t r a t e g i e s ) ,  d i agnos i s ,  o r  t rea tment  of d i s e a s e s ,  d i s o r d e r s  o r  cond i t ions , 

inc luding  bu t  no t  l i m i t e d  t o  c l i n i c a l  t r i a l s .  


The usua l  N I H  p o l i c i e s  concerning r e sea rch  on human s u b j e c t s  a l s o  apply. 

Basic r e sea rch  o r  c l i n i c a l  s t u d i e s  i n  which human t i s s u e s  cannot be i d e n t i f i e d  

o r  l i nked  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  are excluded. However, every e f f o r t  should be made 

t o  inc lude  human t i s s u e s  from women and r a c i a l l e t h n i c  m i n o r i t i e s  when it is 

important t o  apply t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  s tudy  broadly,  and t h i s  should be 

addressed by a p p l i c a n t s .  


For fo re ign  awards, t h e  po l i cy  on inc lus ion  of women a p p l i e s  f u l l y ;  s i n c e  t h e  

d e f i n i t i o n  of minor i ty  d i f f e r s  i n  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  must d i s c u s s  

t h e  re levance  of r e sea rch  involving fo re ign  popula t ion  groups t o  t h e  United 

S t a t e s '  popula t ions ,  inc luding  m i n o r i t i e s .  


If t h e  r equ i r ed  information is  no t  contained wi th in  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  t h e  

a p p l i c a t i o n  w i l l  be r e tu rned .  


Peer rev iewers  w i l l  address  s p e c i f i c a l l y  whether t h e  r e sea rch  p lan  i n  t h e  

a p p l i c a t i o n  conforms t o  t h e s e  p o l i c i e s .  I f  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of women o r  

m i n o r i t i e s  i n  a s tudy des ign  is  inadequate t o  answer t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  

ques t ion ( s1  addressed AND t h e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  s e l e c t e d  s tudy popula t ion 

is inadequate ,  it w i l l  be considered a s c i e n t i f i c  weakness or def i c i ency  in 

t h e  s tudy  des ign  and w i l l  be r e f l e c t e d  i n  a s s ign ing  t h e  p r i o r i t y  sco re  t o  t h e  

a p p l i c a t i o n .  


A l l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  c l i n i c a l  research ' submi t ted  t o  N I H  are r equ i r ed  t o  

address  t h e s e  p o l i c i e s .  N I H  funding components w i l l  no t  award g r a n t s  o r  

coopera t ive  agreements t h a t  do not  comply with t h e s e  p o l i c i e s .  


I n v e s t i g a t o r s  are encouraged t o  work with e x i s t i n g ,  o r  proposed, l o n g i t u d i n a l 

d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  r e sources  and cohor t s  of p a t i e n t s .  Populat ions t h a t  may be 

included are those  a t  increased  r i s k  f o r  H I V  i n f e c t i o n ,  as w e l l  as 

HIV-posit ive cohor t s  who are c l e a r l y  def ined  by t h e i r  source of exposure. 

I n v e s t i g a t o r s  are encouraged t o  work with e x i s t i n g  p a t i e n t  cohor t s ,  such as 

t h e  Mul t icenter  AIDS Cohort Study (MACS), The H I V  Pulmonary Complication 

Study, and t h e  AIDS C l i n i c a l  T r i a l s  Group. 


ELIGIBILITY 

Nonprofit  o rgan iza t ions  and i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  governments and t h e i r  agencies ,
f o r - p r o f i t  o rgan iza t ions ,  and ind iv idua l s  are e l i g i b l e  t o  apply.  

DEADLINE 

Appl ica t ions  w i l l  be accepted i n  accordance with r e c e i p t  d a t e s  f o r  

u n s o l i c i t a t e d  AIDS R01 and R29 a p p l i c a t i o n s :  January 2,  May 1: and September

1 of each yea r .  AIDS i n v e s t i g a t o r - i n i t i a t e d  a p p l i c a t i o n s  rece ived  on t h e s e  

d a t e s  by t h e  Div is ion  of Research Grants  w i l l  be subjec ted  t o  expedi ted 

review. Applicants  f o r  F32 awards must submit a p p l i c a t i o n s  t o  meet t h e  

r e c e i p t  d a t e s  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  t hose  mechanisms. 


REVIEW PROCEDURES AND CRITERIA 


A l l  a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  except  F32s, must be submit ted on form PHS 398, r e v .  10188. 

Form PHS 416-1 must be used t o  submit F32 a p p l i c a t i o n s .  Applicat ion k i t s  are 

a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  bus iness  o r  g r a n t s  and c o n t r a c t s  o f f i c e  a t  most r e sea rch  and 

academic i n s t i t u t i o n s .  Addit ional  a p p l i c a t i o n  k i t s  may be obta ined  from t h e  

Off i ce  of Grants  I n q u i r i e s ,  Div is ion  of Research Grants ,  N I H ,  Westwood 

Building,  Room 449, Bethesda, MD 20892, te lephone (301) 496-7441. The phrase , 

"Cutaneous Mani fes ta t ions  of H I V  I n f e c t i o n  and AIDS, PA-91-63'' must be typed 

a t  i t e m  2 of t h e  f i rs t  page of t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  form 398 o r  i t e m  3 of t h e  form 

416-1. The o r i g i n a l  and 24 cop ie s  of an R01 o r  R29 a p p l i c a t i o n  submit ted f o r  

expedi ted review, o r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  and 2 cop ie s  of a fe l lowship  a p p l i c a t i o n  Q 


must be s e n t  t o :  
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Applicat ion Receipt Off ice  
Divis ion of Research Grants 
Nat ional  I n s t i t u t e s  of Health 
Westwood Building,  Room 240 
Bethesda, MD 20892** 

\,. 	 Applicat ions i n  response t o  t h i s  s o l i c i t a t i o n  w i l l  be reviewed on a nationwide 
b a s i s  i n  competi t ion with o t h e r  r e sea rch  g ran t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  i n  accord with t h e  
expedi ted N I H  peer review procedures f o r  AIDS-related r e sea rch .  I n  o rde r  t o  
expedi te  t h e  review, PHS human sub jec t  c e r t i f i c a t i o n s  and animal welfare 
v e r i f i c a t i o n s  must be submitted with t h e  app l i ca t ions .  Appl ica t ions  w i l l  
f i r s t  be reviewed f o r  t echn ica l  merit by i n i t i a l  review groups and then  by t h e  
appropr ia te  n a t i o n a l  advisory counci l .  The review c r i t e r i a  customari ly
employed by t h e  N I H  f o r  r e sea rch  g ran t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  p r e v a i l .  

Appl icants  from i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h a t  have a General C l i n i c a l  Research Center 

(GCRC) funded by t h e  N I H  Nat ional  Center f o r  Research Resources may wish t o  

i d e n t i f y  t h e  GCRC as a resource  f o r  conducting t h e  proposed r e sea rch .  I n  such 

a case, a l e t t e r  of  agreement from t h e  Program Di rec to r  of  t h e  GCRC must be 

included with t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  material. 


A l l  PHS and N I H  g r a n t  p o l i c i e s  governing research  p r o j e c t  g r a n t s  apply t o  

app l i ca t ions  rece ived  i n  response t o  t h i s  program announcement. Appl ica t ions 

w i l l  be r e f e r r e d  i n  accordance with normal procedures of  t h e  N I H  Divis ion of  

Research and Grants .  


For f u r t h e r  information con tac t :  


D r .  Alan N. Moshell 

Direc to r ,  Skin Diseases Program

National  I n s t i t u t e  of A r t h r i t i s  and Musculoskeletal  and Skin Diseases 

Westwood Building,  Room 405 

Bethesda, MD 20892 

Telephone: (301) 496-7326 


Reva C.  Lawrence, M.P.H. 

Epidemiology/Data Systems Program Of f i ce r  

National  I n s t i t u t e  of A r t h r i t i s  and Musculoskeletal  and Skin Diseases 

Building 31, Room 4C13 

Bethesda, MD 20892 

Telephone: (301) 496-0434 


For f i s c a l  and admin i s t r a t ive  matters, con tac t :  


Diane M .  Watson 

Grants Management Officer 

National  I n s t i t u t e  of A r t h r i t i s  and Musculoskeletal  and Skin Diseases 

Westwood Building,  Room 407-A 

Bethesda, MD 20892 

Telephone: (301) 496-7495 


This  program is descr ibed  i n  t h e  Catalog of Federal  Domestic Assis tance 

No. 93.846, A r t h r i t i s ,  Musculoskeletal  and Skin Diseases Research. Awards 

w i l l  be made under t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  Publ ic  Health Serv ice  A c t ,  T i t l e  

111, Sect ion  301 (Publ ic  Law 78-410, as amended; 42 USC 241) and 

adminis tered under PHS g r a n t s  p o l i c i e s  and Federal  Regulat ions 42 CFR P a r t  

52 and 45 CFR P a r t  74. This  program is no t  sub jec t  t o  intergovernmental 

review requirements of Executive Order 12372 o r  Health Systems Agency

review. 


THE HEALTH AND EFFECTIVE FUNCTIONING OF OLDER RURAL POPULATIONS 


PA: PA-91-64 

P.T. 34, 44; K.W.  0710010, 0417000, 0408006, 0414000, 0413001, 0730000 

National  I n s t i t u t e  on Aging 

I.  BACKGROUND 

The National  I n s t i t u t e  on Aging ( N I A )  i n v i t e s  research  and r e sea rch  t r a i n i n g
gran t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  on t h e  s o c i a l ,  economic, psychological ,  environmental ,  and 
biomedical f a c t o r s  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  aging processes  and t h e  h e a l t h  and e f f e c t i v e  

-’ 	 func t ion ing  of o l d e r  people i n  r u r a l  areas. Recent governmental and 
non-governmental r e p o r t s  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  special hea l th-care  and o t h e r  s e r v i c e s  
needs of r u r a l  people and e s p e c i a l l y  those  who are o ld .  People i n  r u r a l  areas 
are more l i k e l y  than  t h e i r  urban coun te rpa r t s  t o  be i n  f a i r  o r  poor h e a l t h ,  t o  
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s u f f e r  from chronic  o r  s e r i o u s  i l l n e s s ,  t o  be without a r e g u l a r  source of 
h e a l t h  care and h e a l t h  insurance.  Moreover, a h igher  propor t ion  of d e a t h s  
occur among t h e  nonmetropolitan than  t h e  metropol i tan populat ion over 65 y e a r s
of age.  The U.S. Congress has  c a l l e d  f o r  an increased r e s e a r c h  e f f o r t  i n  
o r d e r  t o  improve t h e  knowledge base necessary f o r  t h e  promotion of h e a l t h  and 
t h e  prevent ion of d i s e a s e  among r u r a l  o l d e r  people and f o r  developing and 
implementing e f f e c t i v e ,  acceptab le ,  and a c c e s s i b l e  h e a l t h  care and o t h e r  
s e r v i c e s .  

11. SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES 

A research  agenda is needed f o r  examining t h e  l i f e - l o n g  experience,  t h e  
c u r r e n t  circumstances,  and t h e  s p e c i a l  phys ica l  and s o c i a l  n a t u r e  of  r u r a l  
l i f e  a s  they  affect  t h e  hea l th ,  well-being, and func t ioning  of nonmetropolitan
o l d e r  people.  Although many r e s e a r c h  t o p i c s  are worthy of cons idera t ion ,  N I A  
c o n s u l t a n t s  and s t a f f  have i d e n t i f i e d  f i v e  as r e q u i r i n g  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n .  
Applicat ions proposing a c t i v i t i e s  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e s e  broad t o p i c s  are 
e s p e c i a l l y  encouraged. (To o b t a i n  more d e t a i l e d  information about t h e s e  
t o p i c s  from N I A  S t a f f ,  see Sec t ion  V I I . )  

A )  The changing s o c i a l ,  economic, demographic, and epidemiologic
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  o l d e r  r u r a l  populat ion 

I n  1980, 25 .5  m i l l i o n  Americans were 65 o r  o l d e r ,  and 25 percent  of t h e s e  
l i v e d  i n  r u r a l  areas. While o l d e r  people comprised about 11 percent  of both 
t h e  urban and r u r a l  popula t ions ,  s e v e r a l  a s p e c t s  of  t h e  o l d e r  r u r a l  populat ion
reflect  i ts  d i v e r s i t y  and d i s t i n g u i s h  it from i ts  urban c o u n t e r p a r t s .  These 
sources  of d i v e r s i t y  and d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s  need t o  be considered i n  regard  t o  
t h e i r  p o s s i b l e  e f f e c t s  on aging and t h e  h e a l t h  and e f f e c t i v e  func t ioning  of 
o l d e r  r u r a l  r e s i d e n t s .  

B) The occupat ional  and physiochemical environment 

The exposure of o l d e r  r u r a l  r e s i d e n t s  to p a r t i c u l a r  physiochemical and 
occupat ional  environments re f lec ts  t h e  wide d i v e r s i t y  of aging processes and 
h e a l t h  i n  r u r a l  areas and a l s o  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  them from the experiences of 
o l d e r  urban r e s i d e n t s .  This  exposure raises t h e  genera l  ques t ion  of whether 
o r  no t  t h e  e f f e c t s  are cumulative and whether o r  n o t  it i n t e r a c t s  with aging 
processes  ( e . g . ,  accelerates ag ing) .  

C )  The aging populat ion of r u r a l  communities 

At ten t ion  needs t o  be pa id  not  only t o  t h e  h e a l t h  and well-being of  o l d e r  

people,  but  a l s o  t o  t h e  e n t i r e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  communities i n  which 

o l d e r  people l i v e .  A thorough i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  h e a l t h  and socioeconomic 

circumstances of o l d e r  r u r a l  r e s i d e n t s  implies  a need t o  s tudy o l d e r  

i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  contex t  of t h e i r  s o c i a l  environment. Current ly ,  many r u r a l  

communities are undergoing massive changes. Some of t h e s e  changes are brought 

on by t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n c r e a s e s  i n  t h e  propor t ion  of t h e  populat ion t h a t  is  

old- - the  "aging" of t h e  r u r a l  populat ion is exacerbated by e i t h e r  t h e  

emigration of younger people o r  t h e  immigration of o l d e r  people.  As r u r a l  

communities change, complex interactions--among o l d e r  people,  t h e i r  families, 

o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  community, and var ious  community organiza t ions , 

i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and agencies-- inf luence t h e  h e a l t h  and psychological ,  s o c i a l , 

and f i n a n c i a l  well-being of o l d e r  r u r a l  people .  A s  people grow o l d e r  and l i v e  

longer ,  changes may occur i n  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  with t h e i r  families, t h e i r  

churches,  and t h e i r  membership i n  informal s o c i a l  groups. 


D )  The a v a i l a b i l i t y ,  u t i l i z a t i o n ,  and q u a l i t y  of h e a l t h - c a r e  and o t h e r  

s e r v i c e s  


Research is needed on t h e  o r i g i n s  and consequences f o r  o l d e r  r u r a l  r e s i d e n t s  

of t h e  r e l a t i v e  u n a v a i l a b i l i t y  of h e a l t h - c a r e  ( inc luding  d isease-prevent ive 

s e r v i c e s ,  e . g . ,  f o r  hypertension,  smoking, and i n j u r i e s )  and s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  

i n  r u r a l  communities. 


E )  Aging r u r a l  people as resources  


Aspects of  r u r a l  phys ica l  and s o c i a l  environments t h a t  may promote h e a l t h  and 

e f f e c t i v e  func t ioning  as people grow o l d e r  deserve a t t e n t i o n .  Despite t h e  

popular s t e r e o t y p e  t h a t  "old age means dependency," t h e  overwhelming major i ty 

of o l d e r  people are never i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  and l e a d  product ive and 

independent l i v e s .  Unfortunately,  t h e  s u b s t a n t i a l  s o c i e t a l  resource  t h a t  t h e  

growing numbers of  o l d e r  people r e p r e s e n t  is u s u a l l y  overlooked. Research on 

aging r u r a l  people may be t h e  p l a c e  t o  begin t h e  process  of recognizing o l d e r  

1)1
people as a resource .  
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111. DEFINITION OF RURAL 

This  program announcement fol lows t h e  Bureau of t h e  Census' d e f i n i t i o n s  of 
" ru ra l  v s .  urban," "metropolitan v s .  nonmetropolitan ," and "farm v s .  nonfarm." 
It  recognizes  t h a t  wlrural" o r  "nonmetropolitan" is  no t  synonymous with 
"agr icu l ture"  andlor  t h a t  appropr i a t e  r e sea rch  popula t ions  inc lude  people
l i v i n g  i n  s m a l l  towns engaged i n  nonagr i cu l tu ra l  occupat ions.  

by I V .  MECHANISMS OF SUPPORT AND REVIEW CRITERIA 

Research p r o j e c t  g r a n t  ( R o l l  and F i r s t  Independent Research Support and 
Trans i t i on  (FIRST) Award (R29) a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  fe l lowships  (F32, F331, r e sea rch  
career development awards (KO41 accepted i n  response t o  t h i s  program 
announcement w i l l  be ass igned  t o  NIHlADAMHA I n s t i t u t e s  and an I n i t i a l  Review 
Group i n  accordance with s tandard  Refe r r a l  Guidel ines .  Appl ica t ions  w i l l  be 
reviewed f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  and t e c h n i c a l  m e r i t  by an appropr i a t e  i n i t i a l  review 
group. Secondary review w i l l  be by t h e  appropr i a t e  Nat ional  Advisory Council .  
Appl ica t ions  w i l l  compete on t h e  b a s i s  of s c i e n t i f i c  m e r i t  wi th  a l l  o t h e r  
appl  icat  ions .  

V .  ELIGIBILITY 

Applicat ions may be submitted by pub l i c  o r  p r i v a t e ,  non-prof i t  o r  f o r - p r o f i t ,
o rgan iza t ions  such as u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  co l l eges ,  h o s p i t a l s ,  r e sea rch  i n s t i t u t e s  
and o rgan iza t ions ,  u n i t s  of S t a t e  and l o c a l  governments, and e l i g i b l e  agencies
of t h e  Federal  government. Women and minori ty  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  are encouraged t o  
apply.  

V I .  INCLUSION OF WOMEN AND MINORITIES 

N I H  and ADAMHA po l i cy  is  t h a t  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  NIHlADAMHA c l i n i c a l  r e sea rch  
g r a n t s  w i l l  be r equ i r ed  t o  inc lude  m i n o r i t i e s  and women i n  s tudy  popula t ions  
so t h a t  r e sea rch  f ind ings  can be of b e n e f i t  t o  a l l  persons a t  r i s k  of t h e  
disease, d i s o r d e r  o r  condi t ion  under s tudy;  s p e c i a l  emphasis should be placed 
on t h e  need f o r  i nc lus ion  of m i n o r i t i e s  and women i n  s t u d i e s  of diseases,
d i s o r d e r s  and condi t ions  which d i sp ropor t iona te ly  a f f e c t  them. Th i s  po l i cy  is 
intended t o  apply t o  males and females of a l l  ages .  I f  women or m i n o r i t i e s  
are excluded o r  inadequately represented  i n  c l i n i c a l  r e sea rch ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  
proposed population-based s t u d i e s ,  a clear compelling r a t i o n a l e  should be 
provided. 

.71* 
The composition of t h e  proposed s tudy populat ion must be descr ibed  i n  terms of 

gender and r a c i a l l e t h n i c  group, t o g e t h e r  with a r a t i o n a l e  f o r  i t s  choice .  I n  

a d d i t i o n ,  gender and r a c i a l l e t h n i c  i s s u e s  should be addressed i n  developing a 

r e sea rch  des ign  and sample s ize  appropr i a t e  f o r  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  o b j e c t i v e s  of 

t h e  s tudy .  This  information should be included i n  t h e  form PHS 398 i n  Sec t ion  

2, A-D of t h e  Research Plan AND summarized i n  Sec t ion  2,  E ,  Human Sub jec t s .  


Appl i can t s lo f f e ro r s  are urged t o  assess c a r e f u l l y  t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  of inc luding 

t h e  broades t  p o s s i b l e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of minori ty  groups.  However, N I H  

recognizes  t h a t  it may no t  be f e a s i b l e  o r  appropr i a t e  i n  a l l  r e sea rch  p r o j e c t s 

t o  include r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h e  f u l l  a r r a y  of United S t a t e s  r a c i a l / e t h n i c 

minori ty  popula t ions  ( i . e . ,  Native Americans ( inc lud ing  American Indians  o r  

Alaskan Nat ives) ,  As ian lPac i f i c  I s l a n d e r s ,  Blacks,  Hispanics ) .  The r a t i o n a l e  

o r  s t u d i e s  on s i n g l e  minor i ty  populat ion groups should be provided. 


For t h e  purpose of t h i s  po l i cy ,  c l i n i c a l  r e sea rch  inc ludes  human biomedical 

and behavioral  s t u d i e s  of e t io logy ,  epidemiology, prevent ion  (and prevent ive 

s t r a t e g i e s ) ,  d i agnos i s ,  o r  t rea tment  of diseases, d i s o r d e r s  o r  cond i t ions , 

inc luding  bu t  no t  l imited t o  c l i n i c a l  t r i a l s .  


The usual  N I H  p o l i c i e s  concerning r e sea rch  on human s u b j e c t s  a l s o  apply. 

Basic r e sea rch  o r  c l i n i c a l  s t u d i e s  i n  which human t i s s u e s  cannot be i d e n t i f i e d  

o r  l i nked  t o  ind iv idua l s  are excluded. However, every e f f o r t  should be made 

t o  include human t i s s u e s  from women and r a c i a l l e t h n i c  m i n o r i t i e s  when it is 

important t o  apply t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  s tudy broadly,  and t h i s  should be 

addressed by a p p l i c a n t s .  


For fo re ign  awards, t h e  po l i cy  on inc lus ion  of women a p p l i e s  f u l l y ;  s i n c e  t h e  

d e f i n i t i o n  of minori ty  d i f f e r s  i n  o t h e r  coun t r i e s ,  t h e  app l i can t  must d i s c u s s  

t h e  relevance of r e sea rch  involving fo re ign  populat ion groups t o  t h e  United 

S t a t e s '  popula t ions  , inc luding  m i n o r i t i e s .  


I f  t h e  r equ i r ed  information is  not  contained wi th in  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  t h e  
4 c k  review w i l l  be de fe r r ed  u n t i l  t h e  information is provided.  

Peer reviewers  w i l l  address  s p e c i f i c a l l y  whether t h e  r e sea rch  p l an  i n  t h e  
app l i ca t ion  conforms t o  t h e s e  p o l i c i e s .  I f  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of women o r  
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-- 

m i n o r i t i e s  i n  a s tudy  des ign  is  inadequate t o  answer t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  
ques t ion ( s1  addressed AND t h e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  s e l e c t e d  s tudy popula t ion
is inadequate ,  it w i l l  be considered a s c i e n t i f i c  weakness o r  de f i c i ency  i n  
t h e  s tudy  design and w i l l  be r e f l e c t e d  i n  a s s ign ing  t h e  p r i o r i t y  sco re  t o  t h e  
appl icat  ion .  

A l l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  c l i n i c a l  r e sea rch  submit ted t o  N I H  are r equ i r ed  t o  
address  t h e s e  p o l i c i e s .  N I H  funding components w i l l  no t  award g r a n t s  o r  
coopera t ive  agreements t h a t  do not  comply with t h e s e  p o l i c i e s .  

V I I .  METHOD OF APPLYING 

For f u r t h e r  information,  con tac t  N I A  s t a f f  


Basic Aging Program

H . Warner 

Telephone: (301) 496-6402 


Behavioral  and Soc ia l  Research Proaram 

R .  P. Abeles 

Telephone: (301) 496 -3136 


Geriatrics Program

S. S l a t e r  

Telephone: (301) 496-6761 


i n  advance of submission. 

Neuroscience and Neuropsychology of Aging Program

T.  S. Radebaugh

Telephone: (301) 496-9350 


Address f i n a n c i a l  management ques t ions  t o :  


J. E l l ' i s  

Grants  and Cont rac ts  Management Of f i ce  

National  I n s t i t u t e  on Aging

Building 31, Room 5C07 

Bethesda, MD 20892 

Telephone: (301) 496-1472 


For information about t h e  coordinated program of t h e  Nat ional  Center on 

Nursing Research (NCNR) ,  see "Rural Heal th  C a r e  Research: Impacting 

Vulnerable Populat ions,"  N I H  Guide t o  Grants  and Cont rac ts ,  Vol. 20, No. 6 , 

February 8 ,  1991, andlor  con tac t  D r .  P. Moritz,  NCNR, te lephone (301) 

496-0523. 


Applicants  must use  t h e  g ran t  a p p l i c a t i o n  form PHS 398 ( r e v .  10/88) and 

fe l lowship  a p p l i c a t i o n  forms PHS 416-1 ( r e v .  7/88),  which are a v a i l a b l e  a t  

t h e  a p p l i c a n t ' s  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  Applicat ion Control Off ice  and from: 


Off ice  of Grants  I n q u i r i e s 

Divis ion  of Research Grants  

National  I n s t i t u t e  of Heal th  

Westwood Building,  Room 449 

Bethesda, MD 20892 

Telephone: (301) 496-7441 


Check t h e  box on t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f a c e  shee t  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  is 

i n  response t o  t h i s  announcement and p r i n t  on l i n e  2 "HEF of Older Rural 

Populat ions,  PA-91-64." The s tandard  r e c e i p t  d a t e s  f o r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  by t h e  

Division of Research Grants  apply ( f o r  R01, R29, POI, and K04: February 1 , 

June 1 ,  and October 1 ;  f o r  T32, F32, and F33: January IO, May IO, and 

September 10 of each y e a r ) .  Mail t h e  complete o r i g i n a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  and t h e  

appropr i a t e  number of cop ie s  t o :  


Division of Research Grants  

National  I n s t i t u t e s  of Health 

Westwood Building,  Room 240 

Bethesda, MD 20892** 


This  program is  descr ibed  i n  t h e  Catalog of Federal  Domestic Ass is tance  No. 

93.866. Agency Research Awards w i l l  be made under t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  Publ ic  

Health Serv ice  A c t ,  T i t l e  111, Sect ion  301 (Pub l i c  Law 78-410, as amended; 42 

USC 241 and 41 USC 289) and be s u b j e c t  t o  PHS Grants P o l i c i e s  and Federal  

Regulat ions 42 CFR P a r t  52 and 45 CFR P a r t  74. This  program is  no t  s u b j e c t  t o  

Health Systems Agency review o r  Executive Order 12372. 


* u.5. G.P.0.:281-826:20047 
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