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ADAMHAlNIH POLICY CONCERNING INCLUSION OF MINORITIES I N  STUDY POPULATIONS 

P.T. 34,  FF; K.W. 1014002, 1014006 
u 

Alcohol ,  Drug Abuse, and Mental Heal th  Admin i s t r a t ion  
Na t iona l  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  Heal th  

There are c lear  s c i e n t i f i c  and p u b l i c  h e a l t h  r easons  f o r  s p e c i f i c a l l y
i n c l u d i n g  members o f  minor i ty  groups i n  s t u d y  p o p u l a t i o n s .  Accordingly,  t h e  
Alcohol ,  Drug Abuse, and Mental Heal th  Admin i s t r a t ion  (ADAMHA) and t h e  
Na t iona l  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  Heal th  ( N I H )  r e q u i r e  t h a t  a p p l i c a t i o n s l p r o p o s a l s  f o r  
c l i n i c a l  r e s e a r c h  must g i v e  a p p r o p r i a t e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  i n c l u s i o n  o f  m i n o r i t i e s  
i n  s t u d y  p o p u l a t i o n s ,  u n l e s s  compell ing s c i e n t i f i c  o r  o t h e r  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  
n o t  i n c l u d i n g  m i n o r i t i e s  i s  provided .  For t h e  purpose o f  t h i s  p o l i c y ,
m i n o r i t i e s  i n c l u d e  U.S. r a c i a l l e t h n i c  minor i ty  popu la t ions  ( s p e c i f i c a l l y :
American I n d i a n s  o r  Alaskan Nat ives ,  A s i a n l P a c i f i c  I s l a n d e r s ,  Blacks ,  and 
Hi span ic s ) ,  and c l i n i c a l  r e s e a r c h  i n c l u d e s  human s t u d i e s  o f  e t i o l o g y ,  
t r e a t m e n t ,  d i a g n o s i s ,  p reven t ion ,  and epidemiology o f  d i s e a s e s ,  d i s o r d e r s  and 
c o n d i t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  c l i n i c a l  t r i a l s  and r e s e a r c h  on 
h e a l t h  s e r v i c e  and i ts  impact on d i s e a s e .  Grants ,  c o o p e r a t i v e  agreements ,  and 
c o n t r a c t s  are covered by t h i s  p o l i c y .  

T h i s  s t a t emen t  i s  pub l i shed  as a r e i t e r a t i o n  and f u r t h e r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  ADAMHA/NIH p o l i c y  concern ing  i n c l u s i o n  o f  m i n o r i t i e s  i n  s t u d y
p o p u l a t i o n s .  T h i s  p o l i c y  was p r e v i o u s l y  pub l i shed  i n  t h e  N I H  Guide f o r  Grants 
and C o n t r a c t s  on September 25, 1987, Vol.  16, No. 32; J anua ry  15, 1988, Vol.  
17,  No. 2;  and June  16, 1989, Vol.  18, No. 21.  While t h e  f o c u s  o f  t h i s  p o l i c y
is  on i n c l u s i o n  o f  m i n o r i t i e s  i n  g e n e r a l  popu la t ion  s t u d i e s ,  ADAMHA and N I H  
a l s o  encourage a t t e n t i o n  t o  gaps  i n  knowledge about  s p e c i f i c  U.S. 
r a c i a l l e t h n i c  m i n o r i t i e s  and h e a l t h  problems t h a t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  affect  them. 
Examples o f  t h e s e  problems i n c l u d e  b u t  are no t  l i m i t e d  t o :  cance r ,  subs t ance  
abuse ,  h e a r t  d i s e a s e  and s t r o k e ,  homicide and a c c i d e n t s ,  d i a b e t e s ,  i n f a n t  
m o r t a l i t y ,  and acqu i red  immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS). Addressing t h e s e  
gaps  may be  a p p r o p r i a t e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  focus ing  a p a r t i c u l a r  s t u d y  on a 
s i n g l e  r a c i a l l e t h n i c  group.  

While t h i s  p o l i c y  s t a t emen t  refers t o  i n c l u s i o n  o f  m i n o r i t i e s ,  a p p l i c a n t s  are 
r 	s t r o n g l y  reminded t h a t  a s imi l a r  p o l i c y  e x i s t s  r ega rd ing  women ( N I H  Guide f o r  

Grants  and C o n t r a c t s  - October 24, 1986, Vol. 15,  No. 22; J anua ry  23, 1987,
V o l .  16, No. 3; January  15, 1988, Vol.  17, No. 2; June  16, 1989, Vol .  18, No. 
21; and August 24, 1990, Vol .  19,  No. 3 1 ) .  Both p o l i c i e s  must be  cons ide red  
when p r e p a r i n g  r e s e a r c h  a p p l i c a n t s l p r o p o s a l s  f o r  submission t o  ADAMHAlNIH. 

App l i can t s  f o r  g r a n t s l c o o p e r a t i v e  agreements  and o f f e r o r s  f o r  c o n t r a c t s  should  
be  aware t h a t  i n  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  inc lude  minor i ty  groups i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  s tudy ,
a t t e n t i o n  must be  p a i d  t o  r e s e a r c h  des ign  and sample s i ze  i s s u e s .  ADAMHA and 
N I H  r ecogn ize  t h a t  it may n o t  be  f e a s i b l e  o r  a p p r o p r i a t e  i n  a l l  r e s e a r c h  
p r o j e c t s  t o  i n c l u d e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  f u l l  a r r a y  of  U.S. r a c i a l l e t h n i c  
minor i ty  p o p u l a t i o n s .  However, a p p l i c a n t s / o f f e r o r s  are urged t o  assess 
c a r e f u l l y  t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  of  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  b roades t  p o s s i b l e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  
m i n o r i t y  groups .  

I n  a l l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  o r  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  c l i n i c a l  r e s e a r c h ,  a p p l i c a n t s  must 
d e s c r i b e  t h e  a n t i c i p a t e d  r a c e l e t h n i c  composi t ion o f  t h e  s t u d y  popu la t ion .  I n  
conduct ing  p e e r  review f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  and t e c h n i c a l  meri t ,  members o f  I n i t i a l  
Review Groups (IRGs)/Technical  Review Groups (TEGs) w i l l  be  i n s t r u c t e d  t o  
e v a l u a t e  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  o f  t h e  proposed minor i ty  composi t ion:  

1 )  	If t h e r e  is i n s u f f i c i e n t  a t t e n t i o n  t o  i n c l u s i o n  o f  m i n o r i t i e s  i n  a 
s t u d y  des ign  AND t h i s  affects  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  answer t h e  
s c i e n t i f i c  q u e s t i o n ( s )  addressed ,  t h a t  w i l l  be  cons ide red  a 
weakness o r  d e f i c i e n c y  and must be  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  a s s igned  s c o r e  
g iven  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n l p r o p o s a l ,  and i n  t h e  summary s t a t emen t  o f  
t h e  rev iew.  

2 )  	However, i f  an  a p p l i c a n t  proposes  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  
conduct ing  a s t u d y  where t h e r e  w i l l  be  l i m i t e d  minor i ty
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o r  i n c l u s i o n  of  on ly  one r a c i a l l e t h n i c  group, a 
s t r o n g  s c i e n t i f i c  r a t i o n a l e  o r  o t h e r  wel l -supported j u s t i f i c a t i o n  
must be  provided .  The IRGlTEG w i l l  be i n s t r u c t e d  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  
merit o f  such  j u s t i f i c a t i o n s .  Appropr ia te  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  w i l l  n o t  
adve r se ly  affect  t h e  a s s igned  s c o r e .  The ADAMHAlNIH w i l l  no t  
fundlaward such  a p p l i c a t i o n s  u n l e s s  t h e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  i s  
compell ing.  
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3) For g r a n t  and c o o p e r a t i v e  agreement a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  i f  t h e r e  i s  
inadequate  informat ion  on t h e  s t u d y  p o p u l a t i o n  t o  a l l o w  e v a l u a t i o n  
of t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  q u e s t i o n ( s 1 ,  t h e  review w i l l  be  d e f e r r e d  o r  t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  r e t u r n e d .  

It i s  important  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  ADAMHAlNIH funding  components w i l l  n o t  
fundlaward g r a n t s ,  c o o p e r a t i v e  agreement,  o r  c o n t r a c t s  t h a t  do n o t  comply w i t h  U Pt h i s  p o l i c y .  

NOTICE OF MEETING - ANIMAL WELFARE EDUCATION 

P.T. 42; K.W.  0201011, 1014003 

N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e s  of  Heal th  


The N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  Heal th ,  Office f o r  P r o t e c t i o n  from Research Risks ,  

i s  cosponsor ing  w i t h  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Rhode I s l a n d  on December 3-4, a t  t h e  

Newport M a r r i o t t  i n  Newport, Rhode I s l a n d ,  an  animal welfare e d u c a t i o n  program

t h a t  w i l l  f o c u s  on problems t h a t  concern small v s .  l a r g e  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  


The workshop is  open t o  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  members o f  I n s t i t u t i o n a l  

Animal Care and U s e  Committees, l a b o r a t o r y  animal v e t e r i n a r i a n s , 

i n v e s t i g a t o r s ,  and o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s ta f f  who have r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  

h i g h - q u a l i t y  management o f  sound i n s t i t u t i o n a l  animal care and use  programs. 


CONTACT: The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Rhode I s l a n d  Conference Center  - (401) 792-2170 o r  


M r .  Kevin McAndrews 

V i c e  Provost  f o r  Research Office 

70 Lower College Road 

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Rhode I s l a n d  

Kingston, R I  02881 

Telephone: ( 4 0 1 )  792-2833 


For informat ion  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  workshop o r  f u t u r e  workshops p l e a s e  c o n t a c t :  


Mrs. Roberta  Sonneborn 

Execut ive A s s i s t a n t  f o r  Animal Welfare Educat ion 

Office f o r  P r o t e c t i o n  from Research R i s k s  

N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  Heal th  

B u i l d i n g  31, Room 5B59 

9000 R o c k v i l l e  P ike  

Bethesda,  MD 20892 

Telephone: (301) 496-7163 


NOTICES OF AVAILABILITY (RFPs AND RFAs) 

GENETIC MONITORING OF INBRED RODENTS 

RFP AVAILABLE: NIH-ES-90-28 

P.T. 34; K.W.  1002019, 1002002, 0780025, 0755010 

N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  of  Environmental  Heal th  S c i e n c e s  

The N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Environmental  Heal th  S c i e n c e s  (NIEHS), N a t i o n a l  
I n s t i t u t e s  of  Heal th  ( N I H ) ,  is  s o l i c i t i n g  p r o p o s a l s  from o f f e r e r s  having t h e  
c a p a b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  g e n e t i c  monitor ing o f  i n b r e d  r o d e n t s .  The o b j e c t i v e  o f  
t h i s  p r o j e c t  i s  t o  de te rmine  the '  g e n e t i c  i n t e g r i t y  o f  r o d e n t s  used i n  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  Toxicology Program (NTP) chemical exposure s t u d i e s .  The c o n t r a c t o r  
w i l l  be  r e q u i r e d  t o  monitor up t o  15 d e s i g n a t e d  l o c i  f o r  each s t r a i n  o r  h y b r i d
by e l e c t r o p h o r e s i s  o f  e r y t h r o c y t e  l y s a t e s ,  kidney,  l i v e r ,  pancreas ,  and l u n g
homogenates and serum p r o t e i n s .  Immunochemical methods may a l s o  be employed.
The c o n t r a c t o r  w i l l  r e c e i v e  up t o  900 inbred  r o d e n t s  p e r  y e a r  a t  a r a t e  o f  20 
mice and 10 r a t s  p e r  week (40 t o  60  mice and 20 t o  30 r a t s  p e r  month) f o r  
g e n e t i c  moni tor ing  by biochemical  procedures .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  f r o z e n  t i s s u e s  
( u s u a l l y  k i d n e y s )  from approximately 300 mice/year (k idneys  from 20 t o  30 
mice/month) w i l l  be  sh ipped  t o  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r  by t h e  NIEHS/NTP t o x i c o l o g y
t e s t i n g  l a b o r a t o r i e s  f o r  g e n e t i c  marker isozyme a n a l y s e s .  The c o n t r a c t o r  w i l l  
be  r e q u i r e d  t o  e v a l u a t e  up t o  200 inbred  r o d e n t d y e a r  by s k i n  g r a f t  p rocedure .
Based on t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  methods, o t h e r  i n b r e d  r o d e n t s  such as hamsters  
may be inc luded  f o r  g e n e t i c  moni tor ing .  The Government estimates t h a t  .55 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  person  y e a r s  and .95 t e c h n i c a l  person  y e a r s  w i l l  be  r e q u i r e d  p e r  I t  

y e a r .  T h i s  p r o j e c t  w i l l  cover  a f i v e - y e a r  p e r i o d .  The e s t i m a t e d  i s s u e  d a t e  
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o f  RFP NIH-ES-90-28 is  October 1 ,  1990, and responses  w i l l  be  due 45 days
t h e r e a f t e r .  

The I n s t i t u t e  e x p e c t s  t o  make one award from t h i s  s o l i c i t a t i o n .  

Requests  f o r  t h i s  s o l i c i t a t i o n  should r e f e r e n c e  RFP NIH-ES-90-28 and should  be 
W forwarded t o :  

-


4 


Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Environmental  Heal th  S c i e n c e s  

C o n t r a c t s  and Procurement Management Branch, OM 

ATTN: Jo Ann L e w i s  

79 T.W. Alexander Drive,  4401 Bui ld ing 

P.O. Box 12874 

Research T r i a n g l e  Park,  NC 27709 


GRANTS FOR HEALTH SERVICES DISSERTATION RESEARCH, 1991 

RFA AVAILABLE: HS-90-02 

P.T. 34; K.W. 0730000, 1014006 

Agency f o r  H e a l t h  Care P o l i c y  and Research 

A p p l i c a t i o n  Rece ip t  Date: January  24, 1991 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The Agency f o r  Heal th  Care P o l i c y  and Research (AHCPR) was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  
December 1989 by P.L. 101-239 as t h e  s u c c e s s o r  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Center  f o r  
Heal th  S e r v i c e s  Research and Heal th  Care Technology Assessment (NCHSR). The 
Agency is charged w i t h  conduct ing r e s e a r c h  t h a t  w i l l  enhance t h e  q u a l i t y ,
a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s ,  and e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  h e a l t h  care s e r v i c e s .  AHCPR announces a 
r e q u e s t  f o r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  d o c t o r a l  d i s s e r t a t i o n  r e s e a r c h  on t o p i c s  r e l a t e d  
t o  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  d e l i v e r y ,  f i n a n c i n g ,  o r  q u a l i t y  o f  h e a l t h  care s e r v i c e s .  

RESEARCH GOALS AND SCOPE 

The AHCPR D i s s e r t a t i o n  Grant Program p r o v i d e s  funds t o  suppor t  d o c t o r a l  
d i s s e r t a t i o n  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s  f o r  d o c t o r a l  s t u d e n t s  who have completed a l l  
u n i v e r s i t y  requi rements  f o r  a d o c t o r a l  degree  except  t h e i r  d i s s e r t a t i o n .  
Grant suppor t  is des igned  t o  a i d  t h e  career development o f  new h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  
r e s e a r c h e r s  and t o  encourage i n d i v i d u a l s  from a v a r i e t y  o f  academic 
d i s c i p l i n e s  and programs t o  s t u d y  complex h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  d e l i v e r y  problems.
Research must be i n  t h e  areas i d e n t i f i e d  i n  s e c t i o n  902 o f  t h e  P u b l i c  Heal th  
S e r v i c e  A c t .  These i n c l u d e :  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s ,  e f f i c i e n c y ,  and q u a l i t y  o f  
h e a l t h  care s e r v i c e s ;  outcomes o f  h e a l t h  care s e r v i c e s  and procedures ,
c l i n i c a l  p r a c t i c e ,  i n c l u d i n g  pr imary care and p r a c t i c e - o r i e n t e d  r e s e a r c h ;
h e a l t h  care t e c h n o l o g i e s ,  f a c i l i t i e s ,  and equipment; h e a l t h  care c o s t s ,
p r o d u c t i v i t y ,  and market f o r c e s ;  h e a l t h  promotion and d i s e a s e  p r e v e n t i o n ;
h e a l t h  s t a t i s t i c s  and epidemiology; and medical l i a b i l i t y .  

SCOPE OF AWARDS 

The budget o f  an  a p p l i c a t i o n  must n o t  exceed $20,000 i n  t o t a l  d i r e c t  c o s t s  f o r  
t h e  e n t i r e  p r o j e c t  p e r i o d .  Expenses u s u a l l y  a l lowed under PHS r e s e a r c h  g r a n t s
w i l l  be  covered by AHCPR d i s s e r t a t i o n  r e s e a r c h  g r a n t s .  D i s s e r t a t i o n  g r a n t s  
are u s u a l l y  awarded f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  12 months o r  less b u t  may be awarded f o r  
up t o  17 months. I n v e s t i g a t o r s  who need 18 months o r  more t o  complete t h e  
r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  w i l l  be  r e q u i r e d  t o  submit a c o n t i n u a t i o n  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  
suppor t  beyond t h e  f irst  12 months. An i n v e s t i g a t o r  who r e c e i v e s  suppor t  f o r  
d i s s e r t a t i o n  r e s e a r c h  under a g r a n t  from AHCPR may n o t  a t  t h e  same time 
r e c e i v e  suppor t  under a p r e d o c t o r a l  o r  f e l l o w s h i p  g r a n t  awarded by any o t h e r  
agency of  t h e  U.S. Department o f  Heal th  and Human S e r v i c e s .  

MECHANISM OF SUPPORT 

The mechanism o f  suppor t  w i l l  be  t h e  smal l  g r a n t  (R03).  Grants  t o  suppor t
d i s s e r t a t i o n  r e s e a r c h  w i l l  p rovide  no more t h a n  $20,000 i n  t o t a l  d i r e c t  c o s t s .  
D i s s e r t a t i o n  r e s e a r c h  g r a n t s  w i l l  b e  adminis te red  i n  accordance wi th  42 CFR,
P a r t  67, S u b j e c t  A .  Awards w i l l  depend on t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  funds .  AHCPR 
e x p e c t s  t o  fund about  1 0  t o  20 d i s s e r t a t i o n  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s  i n  1991. 

METHOD OF APPLYING 

A l l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  d i s s e r t a t i o n  g r a n t s  must b e  submi t ted  on Form PHS-398 
( r e v .  10/88) i n  accordance w i t h  s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  provided i n  t h e  
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September 1990 p u b l i c a t i o n  “Grants  f o r  Heal th  S e r v i c e s  D i s s e r t a t i o n  Research,
1991t1 and i n  t h e  d i s s e r t a t i o n  g r a n t  a p p l i c a t i o n  k i t .  

Materials and a p p l i c a t i o n  k i t s  may be o b t a i n e d  from: 

Office o f  S c i e n t i f i c  Review 

Agency f o r  H e a l t h  Care P o l i c y  and Research 

5600 F i s h e r s  Lane, Room 18-A-20 

R o c k v i l l e ,  Md 20857 

Telephone: ( 3 0 1 )  443-3091 


A p p l i c a n t s  are encouraged t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  s u i t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e i r  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t 

by l e t t e r  o r  by phone w i t h  AHCPR s t a f f  members or c o n t a c t  M r .  John G a l l i c c h i o , 

D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Office o f  S c i e n t i f i c  Review a t  t h e  above a d d r e s s  and phone

number. 


The o r i g i n a l  and s i x  c o p i e s  of  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  must be s e n t  o r  d e l i v e r e d  t o :  


A p p l i c a t i o n  Rece ip t  Office 

D i v i s i o n  o f  Research Grants  

N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  Heal th  

Westwood Bui ld ing ,  Room 240 

Bethesda, MD 20892xx 


An a p p l i c a t i o n  s e n t  t o  any o t h e r  a d d r e s s  is l i k e l y  t o  encounter  a d e l a y  t h a t  

may p r e c l u d e  i ts  rev iew.  


ALL APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY DRG ON OR BEFORE THURSDAY, JANUARY 24,

1991. APPLICATIONS RECEIVED AFTER THAT DATE WILL BE RETURNED. 


APPLICATION REVIEW 


Awards are made on a c o m p e t i t i v e  b a s i s ,  and o n l y  t h o s e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  judged t o  

be of  h i g h e s t  m e r i t  w i l l  be  awarded. A p p l i c a t i o n s  are rev iewed by non-Federal  

e x p e r t s ,  s e n i o r  AHCPR s ta f f  members and o t h e r  e x p e r t s  i n  t h e  Federa l  

Government. Because reviews are r i g o r o u s ,  c o n s i d e r a b l e  methodological  d e t a i l  

is  impor tan t  i n  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  A l l  e lements  o f  t h e  

a p p l i c a t i o n  w i l l  be  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  t h e  review p r o c e s s .  Primary emphasis w i l l  

be g iven  t o  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  meri t ,  f e a s i b i l i t y ,  and r e l e v a n c e  t o  AHCPR r e s e a r c h  

a r e a s  as d e s c r i b e d  i n  S e c t i o n  902 of  t h e  P u b l i c  Heal th  S e r v i c e s  A c t  and 

mentioned i n  t h e  “Research Goals and Scoper1 above. A p p l i c a t i o n s  are reviewed -.bl 


t o  de te rmine  t h e i r  s u i t a b i l i t y  t o  review c r i t e r i a  i n  f o u r  major areas:  

problem s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  r e s e a r c h  d e s i g n ,  p e r s o n a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  and suppor t  

s t r u c t u r e ,  and budgetary  a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s .  Funding d e c i s i o n s  w i l l  be announced 

about  5 months a f t e r  submission.  I n  FY 91, AHCPR p l a n s  t o  award between 1 0  

and 20 d i s s e r t a t i o n  r e s e a r c h  g r a n t s .  


O N G O I N G  PROGRAM ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MINORITY H I G H  SCHOOL STUDENT RESEARCH APPRENTICE PROGRAM 

PA: PA-90-35 

P.T. 44, FF; K.W. 0710030 

N a t i o n a l  Center  f o r  Research Resources 

A p p l i c a t i o n  Rece ip t  Date:  November 3 0 ,  1990 

BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES 

The N a t i o n a l  Center  f o r  Research Resources  (NCRR) ,  Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  
Heal th  ( N I H ) ,  c u r r e n t l y  p l a n s  t o  c o n t i n u e  and expand t h e  Minor i ty  High School 
S tudent  Research Apprent ice  Program i n  1991. The purpose o f  t h e  program i s  t o  
provide  m i n o r i t y  h i g h  school  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  a meaningful e x p e r i e n c e  i n  v a r i o u s  
a s p e c t s  of  h e a l t h - r e l a t e d  r e s e a r c h  i n  o r d e r  t o  s t i m u l a t e  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  i n  
careers i n  s c i e n c e .  

I n  FY 1991, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  encouraging i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  apply  f o r  an i n c r e a s e d  
number o f  a p p r e n t i c e s ,  t h e  program i s  i n c l u d i n g  a h i g h  school  s c i e n c e  t e a c h e r  
i n i t i a t i v e .  T h i s  new program e x t e n s i o n  w i l l  a l l o w  t e a c h e r s  who are members o f  
a m i n o r i t y  group, o r  who t e a c h  a s i g n i f i c a n t  number o f  m i n o r i t y  s t u d e n t s ,  t o  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a summer r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  i n  o r d e r  t o  update  t h e i r  knowledge 

--cand s k i l l s  i n  modern r e s e a r c h  t o o l s  and t e c h n i q u e s .  Such a hands-on r e s e a r c h  
e x p e r i e n c e  should  s t r e n g t h e n  t e a c h i n g  s k i l l s  and provide  t e a c h e r s  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b r i n g  back t o  t h e  classroom a s e n s e  o f  t h e  exc i tement  o f  
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r e s e a r c h ,  which should  s t i m u l a t e  s t u d e n t s  t o  pursue  s c i e n t i f i c  c a r e e r s .  A 
l o n g e r  range g o a l  is t o  e s t a b l i s h  y e a r  round l i n k s  between s c i e n c e  t e a c h e r s ,
secondary school  s t u d e n t s ,  and biomedical  r e s e a r c h e r s .  

P l e a s e  n o t e ,  however, t h a t  expansion o f  t h e  program i n  N 1991 i s  c o n t i n g e n t  
on t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e d  funds .  Thus, a l l o c a t i o n s  may be reduced 
below t h e  r e q u e s t e d  amount. Upon recommendation o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Advisory
Research Resources Counci l ,  t h e  Center  w i l l  g i v e  p r e f e r e n c e  i n  making awards 
t o  t h o s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h a t  can suppor t  a summer program having a "c r i t i ca l  
mass1' o f  a t  l eas t  f i v e  o r  s i x  s t u d e n t s .  

E L I G I B I L I T Y  

E l i g i b l e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  are t h o s e  t h a t  were awarded g r a n t s  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e s t  
complete Federa l  f i sca l  year 1990 from e i t h e r  t h e  Biomedical Research Support
Grant (BRSG) Program o r  t h e  Minor i ty  Biomedical Research Support  (MBRS)
Program. ALL ELIGIBLE INSTITUTIONS, I N C L U D I N G  THOSE NOT CURRENTLY FUNDED, ARE 
STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO APPLY. Only one a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  Apprent ice  Program 
may be submi t ted  by a component o f - a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  is  t h e - E e c i p i e n t  of -
b o t h  t h e  BRSG and MBRS awards.  

S t u d e n t s  e l i g i b l e  f o r  suppor t  under t h i s  program are t h o s e  who ( 1 )  i d e n t i f y
themselves  as m i n o r i t y  ( i . e . ,  Black, Hispanic ,  American I n d i a n ,  Alaskan 
Nat ive ,  P a c i f i c  I s l a n d e r ,  o r  As ian) ;  (2 )  are U.S. c i t i z e n s  o r  have a permanent
v i s a ;  and (3) a r e  e n r o l l e d  i n  h i g h  school  d u r i n g  t h e  1990-91 academic y e a r .
( S t u d e n t s  who w i l l  g r a d u a t e  from h i g h  school  i n  1991 are e l i g i b l e ,  a s  is a 
s t u d e n t  who p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a p r e v i o u s  y e a r  provided he1she is  s t i l l  e n r o l l e d  
a t  t h e  h i g h  school  l e v e l . )  

MECHANISM OF SUPPORT 

The mechanism o f  suppor t  f o r  t h i s  program w i l l  be  t h e  N I H  g r a n t - i n - a i d  (503).
Awards w i l l  be f o r  one y e a r .  Awards w i l l  be  e f f e c t i v e  March 1, 1991,
c o n t i n g e n t  upon a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e d  funds .  Support  w i l l  b e  provided 
a t  a l e v e l  o f  $2,000 f o r  each s t u d e n t  a p p r e n t i c e  and $5 ,000  f o r  each h i g h
school  s c i e n c e  t e a c h e r .  Funds f o r  ONE h igh  school  s c i e n c e  t e a c h e r  may be 
r e q u e s t e d  f o r  EACH FIVE s t u d e n t s  r e q u e s t e d  and m u l t i p l e s  t h e r e o f .  No i n d i r e c t  
c o s t s  w i l l  be  p a i d .  Direct suppor t  must b e  as s a l a r y ;  s t i p e n d s  are n o t  
a l lowed.  Funds a l l o c a t e d  may a l s o  be u t i l i z e d  f o r  s u p p l i e s ,  ex tending  t h e  
r e s e a r c h  exper ience ,  o r  i f  adequate  funds  e x i s t ,  f o r  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  a s t u d e n t  
a p p r e n t i c e .  However, funds  from t h e s e  g r a n t s  may o n l y  be used f o r  t h e  c o s t s  
of t h e  a p p r e n t i c e  program. The Program D i r e c t o r  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  
r e c r u i t m e n t  and s e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  a p p r e n t i c e s ,  as w e l l  a s  t h e  h i g h  school  
s c i e n c e  t e a c h e r s ,  and assignment o f  eacb t o  an  a p p r o p r i a t e  i n v e s t i g a t o r .  

S t u d e n t s  : 

Recrui tment  and s e l e c t i o n  o f  s t u d e n t s  should  emphasize f a c t o r s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
s t u d e n t s '  mot iva t ion ,  a b i l i t y ,  s c h o l a s t i c  a p t i t u d e ,  and accomplishments.  I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  should  be g iven  t o  science t e a c h e r s '  recommendations 
and, where p o s s i b l e ,  t h e  degree  o f  p a r e n t a l  commitment. Assignments should  be 
made t o  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  involved  i n  h e a l t h - r e l a t e d  r e s e a r c h  who are c o m m i t t e d  t o  
i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  high school s t u d e n t ' s  unders tanding  o f  r e s e a r c h  and t h e  
t e c h n i c a l  skills needed. 

Teachers  : 

Recruitment and s e l e c t i o n  c r i t e r i a  should  i n c l u d e i  exper ience  and t e a c h i n g
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  l e v e l  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  a r e s e a r c h  program,
expected impact on t h e i r  t eaching .  programs, a b i l i t y  t o  s t i m u l a t e  m i n o r i t y
s t u d e n t s  t o  pursue  s c i e n t i f i c  careers, and f u t u r e  p l a n s  f o r  cont inued  
i n t e r a c t i o n  wi th  t h e  r e s e a r c h  i n s t i t u t i o n .  

METHOD OF APPLYING 

E l i g i b l e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  should  submit an  a p p l i c a t i o n  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  no more t h a n  
( a )  a l e t t e r  s t a t i n g  t h e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  number o f  s t u d e n t  and t e a c h e r  
p o s i t i o n s  r e q u e s t e d  ( p r e f e r e n c e  w i l l  be  g iven  t o  t h o s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  wi th  a 
demonstrated commitment and a documented h i s t o r y  o f  encouraging s t u d e n t s  t o  
pursue  s c i e n t i f i c  careers);  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  ( b )  t h e  o r i g i n a l  and one s igned  and 
completed copy of  t h e  Grant A p p l i c a t i o n  Form, PHS 398 (Rev. 10188) face page, 
page 4 " D e t a i l e d  Budget f o r  F i r s t  12-Month Budget Per iod  Direct Cos ts  Only,"
and c h e c k l i s t  page o n l y .  The r e q u i r e d  pages o f  t h e  PHS 398 a p p l i c a t i o n  form 
should  be completed accord ing  t o  i n s t r u c t i o n s  provided i n  t h e  PHS 398 (Rev.
10188) k i t  except  f o r  t h e  fo l lowing:  

N I H  G U I D E  - Vol. 19, No. 35, September 28, 1990 - Page 5 



Face Page: 


Item 1 - Leave b l a n k .  


I t e m  2 - Check t h e  box marked and i n d i c a t e  t h e  announcement t i t l e  as 

l lMinori ty  High School S tudent  Research Apprent ice  Program, PA-90-35.I1 


Items 4,  5, 7b, 8, and 1 0  - Not a p p l i c a b l e ;  do n o t  complete .  


I t e m  6 ,  Dates o f  e n t i r e  proposed p r o j e c t  p e r i o d  - E n t e r  91-03-31 through 

92-02-29. 


Item 7a - I n s e r t  t h e  t o t a l  d o l l a r  amount o f  t h e  r e q u e s t ,  which is  t h e  sum,

from a p p l i c a t i o n  page 4,  of  t h e  number o f  s t u d e n t  p o s i t i o n s  r e q u e s t e d  times 

$2,000 p e r  s t u d e n t  and $5 ,000  p e r  t e a c h e r .  


Item 14, O r g a n i z a t i o n a l  component t o  r e c e i v e  c r e d i t  towards a Biomedical 

Research Support  Grant - U s e  t h i s  space t o  e n t e r  t h e  code and t h e  BRSG 

component and/or  MBRS g r a n t  numbers on which e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  t h i s  Minor i ty 

High School S tudent  Research Apprent ice  Program a p p l i c a t i o n  are based (no 

c r e d i t  w i l l  b e  g iven  f o r  t h e  SO3 a p p l i c a t i o n ) .  


Page 4, " D e t a i l e d  Budget f o r  F i r s t  12-Month Budget P e r i o d  Direct C o s t s  Onlyf1 -

Using ONLY t h e  Other Expenses c a t e g o r y ,  e n t e r  on s e p a r a t e  l i n e s  t h e  number o f  

s t u d e n t s  r e q u e s t e d  a t  $ 2 , 0 0 0  p e r  s t u d e n t  and t h e  number of  h i g h  school  s c i e n c e  

t e a c h e r s  r e q u e s t e d  a t  $5 ,000  p e r  t e a c h e r .  Not more t h a n  one t e a c h e r  p o s i t i o n  

may be r e q u e s t e d  f o r  each f i v e '  s t u d e n t  p o s i t i o n s  r e q u e s t e d .  E n t e r  t h e  sum of 

t h e  amounts r e q u e s t e d  f o r  each under t h e  "TOTALS" column f o r  t h e  Other 

Expenses c a t e g o r y  and under "Tota l  Direct Cos ts  f o r  F i r s t  12-Month Budget

Period" a t  t h e  bottom o f  t h e  page.  


The o r i g i n a l  and one copy o f  t h e  s i g n e d  Program D i r e c t o r ' s  r e p o r t  and each 

s t u d e n t  and t e a c h e r  r e p o r t  should  be submi t ted  w i t h  t h e  renewal a p p l i c a t i o n  by

November 30 i n  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e  d a t a  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e s e  r e p o r t s  can be used by

NCRR t o  d e c i d e  about  p o l i c i e s  and f u t u r e  funding  for t h e  Minor i ty  High School 

Student  Research Apprent ice  Program. These r e p o r t s  should  also be submi t ted  

a t  t h e  same t i m e  even i f  renewal suppor t  is  n o t  r e q u e s t e d .  


I n  any event ,  a l l  r e p o r t s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  F i n a n c i a l  S t a t u s  Report  must be 

submi t ted  t o  t h e  N I H  by t h e  g r a n t e e  i n s t i t u t i o n  no l a t e r  t h a n  May 31, 1991 

u n l e s s  an  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  budget p e r i o d  end d a t e  h a s  been a u t h o r i z e d  i n  

w r i t i n g  . 

Mail t h e  completed a p p l i c a t i o n  by t h e  November 3 0 ,  1990 f i r m  d e a d l i n e  f o r  

r e c e i p t  of  a p p l i c a t i o n s  t o :  


Office of Grants  and C o n t r a c t s  Management

N a t i o n a l  Center  f o r  Research Resources  

N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  H e a l t h  

Westwood Bui ld ing ,  Room 849 

5333 Westbard Avenue 

Bethesda,  MD 20892xn 


I n q u i r i e s  can b e  made o f  D r .  M a r j o r i e  A .  T i n g l e  a t  t h e  above a d d r e s s  or by

c a l l i n g  (301)  496-6743. 


T h i s  program i s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  Cata log  of  F e d e r a l  Domestic Assis tance,  N o .  

13.337, Biomedical Research Suppor t .  Grants  w i l l  be  awarded under t h e  

a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  Heal th  S e r v i c e  A c t ,  S e c t i o n  301  ( a I ( 3 ) ;  P u b l i c  Law 

78-410 (42 USC 241) as amended, and a d m i n i s t e r e d  under PHS g r a n t  p o l i c i e s  and 

F e d e r a l  R e g u l a t i o n s  45 CFR 74 and t h e  G u i d e l i n e s  f o r  Minor i ty  High School 

Student  Research Apprent ice  Program. T h i s  program i s  n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  

in te rgovernmenta l  review requi rements  o f  Execut ive  Order 12372 o r  Heal th  

Systems Agency rev iew.  


1 Y  
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HITCHINGS-ELION FELLOWSHIPS FOR J U N I O R  U . S .  SCIENTISTS 

PA: PA-90-36 

P.T. 22; K.W.  0720005, 0710030, 0404000 

w Fogar ty  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Center  

App l i ca t ion  Rece ip t  Date: January  10 o f  each  yea r  

PURPOSE 

The purpose of t h e s e  f e l l o w s h i p s  is t o  promote s c i e n t i f i c  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  
between B r i t i s h  and American s c i e n t i s t s  i n  a l l  f i e l d s  o f  biomedical  and 
b e h a v i o r a l  r e s e a r c h .  The Hi tch ings-El ion  Fe l lowships  w i l l  s uppor t  two y e a r s
o f  c o l l a b o r a t i v e  r e s e a r c h  by a j u n i o r  U.S. s c i e n t i s t  a t  a sponsor ' s  l a b o r a t o r y
i n  t h e  United Kingdom and a t h i r d  yea r  a t  a sponsor ' s  l a b o r a t o r y  i n  t h e  United 
S t a t e s .  

BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES 

The Hi tch ings-El ion  Fe l lowships ,  named a f te r  t h e  1988 Nobel Laurea te s  i n  
Physiology and Medicine,  p rov ide  suppor t  t o  j u n i o r  U . S .  s c i e n t i s t s  t o  conduct  
c o l l a b o r a t i v e  r e s e a r c h  i n  t h e  United Kingdom. The program, which is  a 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  between The Wellcome T r u s t ,  The Burroughs Wellcome Fund, and t h e  
Fogar ty  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Center ,  Na t iona l  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  Heal th ,  p rov ides
fe l lowsh ip  suppor t  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s :  two y e a r s  i n  t h e  United Kingdom and a 
t h i r d  i n  a l a b o r a t o r y  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  The t y p e s  o f  a c t i v i t y  suppor ted
by t h e s e  programs i n c l u d e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  i n  b a s i c  o r  c l i n i c a l  r e s e a r c h  and 
f a m i l i a r i z a t i o n  wi th  o r  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  s p e c i a l  t e c h n i q u e s  and equipment n o t  
o the rwise  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a n t .  The programs do no t  p rov ide  suppor t  f o r  
a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  have as t h e i r  p r i n c i p a l  purpose b r i e f  o b s e r v a t i o n a l  v i s i t s ,
a t t e n d a n c e  a t  s c i e n t  i f  i c  meet ings , o r  independent  s t u d y .  

ELIGIBILITY 

The a p p l i c a n t  must be a U.S. c i t i z e n  o r  permanent U.S. r e s i d e n t ,  ho ld  a 
d o c t o r a t e  l e v e l  degree  i n  one o f  t h e  c l i n i c a l ,  b e h a v i o r a l ,  o r  biomedical  
sciences, and be w i t h i n  t e n  (10 )  y e a r s  o f  t h e  l a s t  d o c t o r a l  deg ree .  

,a ELIGIBLE COSTS 

The Wellcome T r u s t  w i l l  p rov ide  a n  annual  s t i p e n d  a l lowance  wi th  a base  ra te  
beginning  a t  #12,792, which i n c r e a s e s  wi th  y e a r s  o f  expe r i ence  t o  a maximum o f  
#19,613, a n  a d d i t i o n a l  y e a r l y  a l lowance depending on l o c a t i o n  i n  t h e  United 
Kingdom, a s p e c i a l  a l lowance f o r  t h o s e  working i n  London, r e s e a r c h  expenses
fare  expenses  f o r  t h e  f e l l o w  and up t o  t h r e e  dependents ,  and a s t i p e n d  f o r  one 
y e a r  upon r e t u r n  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  a t  a l e v e l  comparable,  b u t  n o t  
n e c e s s a r i l y  e q u i v a l e n t ,  t o  t h a t  r e c e i v e d  i n  t h e  United Kingdom. The Burroughs
Wellcome Fund w i l l  p rov ide  $7,500 p e r  annum f o r  r e s e a r c h  expenses  i n  t h e  
United S t a t e s .  Th i rd  y e a r  suppor t  w i l l  n o t  be a v a i l a b l e ,  t h rough  t h i s  
program, at U.S. Government l a b o r a t o r i e s .  I n d i r e c t  c o s t s  will not be provided
i n  e i t h e r  t h e  United Kingdom o r  t h e  United S t a t e s .  

REVIEW PROCEDURE AND CRITERIA 

The a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  program w i l l  be  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
of o t h e r  Fogar ty  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Center f e l l o w s h i p  a c t i v i t i e s  and t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  r e c e i p t  and review p r o c e s s e s  o f  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  Research Grants ,
N I H .  App l i ca t ion  k i t s  and in fo rma t ion  may be  ob ta ined  from t h e  Fogar ty
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Center  a t  t h e  a d d r e s s  l i s t e d  below. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  b i o g r a p h i c a l
d a t a ,  r e f e r e n c e s ,  and l e t t e r s  o f  i n v i t a t i o n  from t h e  U . K .  and U.S. sponsors ,  a 
d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  proposed a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  U . K .  and t h e  U.S. and t h e  
b e n e f i t  expec ted  of t h e  expe r i ences  w i l l  be  r e q u i r e d .  While it is t h e  
a p p l i c a n t ' s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  a r r a n g e  f o r  h i s  o r  h e r  r e s e a r c h  program wi th  t h e  
U . K .  and U.S. sponsors ,  it may be done d i r e c t l y  or th rough correspondence by a 
s e n i o r  U.S. s c i e n t i s t .  I n  t h e  United Kingdom, h o s t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  can i n c l u d e  
u n i v e r s i t i e s  or government l a b o r a t o r i e s .  

AWARD CRITERIA 

Funding d e c i s i o n s  will b e  made on t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  
as determined by p e e r  rev iew.  F i n a l  d e c i s i o n s  on awards w i l l  be  made and 
announced by The Wellcome T r u s t .  

'd 
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METHOD OF APPLYING 

A p p l i c a t i o n s  must be r e c e i v e d  a t  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  Research Grants ,  N I H ,  by

January  10 o f  each y e a r .  S p e c i a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  forms must be used and are 

a v a i l a b l e  a l o n g  w i t h  d e t a i l e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  from: 


I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Research and Awards Branch 

Fogarty I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Center  

B u i l d i n g  31, Room B2C21 

N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  Heal th  

Bethesda, MD 20892 

Telephone : (301 1 496-1 653 


Q u e s t i o n s  concern ing  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  review and award p r o c e s s  may be r e f e r r e d  

t o :  


Dr. David Wolff 

Chief 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Research and Awards Branch 

Telephone: (301)  496-1653 


LANGUAGE LEARNING I N  DEAF CHILDREN 

PA: PA-90-37 

P.T.  34; K.W. 0715050, 0410001, 0414005 

N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  on Deafness and Other  Communication D i s o r d e r s  

I .  BACKGROUND 

Hearing l o s s  h a s  a profound impact on how a c h i l d  develops,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  
t h e  a r e a  of l anguage .  The t e r m  "deaf" is a p p l i e d  t o  c h i l d r e n  whose hear ing
impairment i s  so s e v e r e  t h a t  t h e y  are n o t  a b l e  f u l l y  t o  a c q u i r e  spoken
language wi thout  some a s s i s t i v e  d e v i c e ,  such as a h e a r i n g  a i d ,  c o c h l e a r  
implant ,  o r  t a c t i l e  d e v i c e .  A l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  use  a 
form o f  s i g n  language a s  t h e i r  pr imary mode o f  communication. A somewhat 
smaller group u s e s  spoken E n g l i s h  e x c l u s i v e l y .  Many u s e  b o t h .  

The p a t t e r n s  o f  language a c q u i s i t i o n  i n  such  c h i l d r e n  are s t i l l  p o o r l y
unders tood .  Research is needed t o  s t u d y  t h e  p a t t e r n s  o f  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  
American Sign  Language and i ts  r e l a t i o n  t o  c o g n i t i v e  and psychosocia l
development among p r e l i n g u a l l y  deaf  c h i l d r e n  o f  deaf  p a r e n t s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
p a t t e r n s  o f  language a c q u i s i t i o n  i n  deaf  c h i l d r e n  exposed p r i m a r i l y  t o  s i g n i n g  
systems which model o r  suppor t  E n g l i s h  a l s o  need t o  be documented. 

Because deaf  c h i l d r e n  o f  deaf  p a r e n t s  c o n s t i t u t e  o n l y  a small p r o p o r t i o n  o f  
t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  (perhaps  f i v e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l ) ,  it is  impera t ive  t o  
unders tand  t h e  p a t t e r n s  o f  language development i n  deaf  c h i l d r e n  o f  h e a r i n g  
p a r e n t s .  S t u d i e s  o f  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  p a t t e r n s  o f  speech
and language a c q u i s i t i o n  i n  deaf  c h i l d r e n  exposed p r i m a r i l y  t o  o r a l  language 
a r e  a l s o  needed. F a c t o r s  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  s u c c e s s f u l  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  o r a l  
language need t o  b e  i d e n t i f i e d .  

The purpose o f  t h e  Program Announcement is  t o  encourage r e s e a r c h  i n  language
development i n  two d i f f e r e n t  groups o f  c o n g e n i t a l l y  d e a f  c h i l d r e n :  t h o s e  w i t h  
deaf  p a r e n t s  and t h o s e  wi th  h e a r i n g  p a r e n t s .  Such s t u d i e s  can d i r e c t l y  o r  
i n d i r e c t l y  a d d r e s s  such important  i s s u e s  as c r i t i c a l  p e r i o d s  o f  language
l e a r n i n g ,  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  s u c c e s s f u l  language u s e r s ,  and e d u c a t i o n a l  
management and performance.  

The D i v i s i o n  of  Communication S c i e n c e s  and D i s o r d e r s  (DCSD) of t h e  N a t i o n a l  
I n s t i t u t e  on Deafness and Other  Communication D i s o r d e r s  ( N I D C D )  r e q u e s t s
submission o f  i n d i v i d u a l  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  g r a n t s  (R01 o r  R29) t o  i n v e s t i g a t e
language l e a r n i n g  i n  c o n g e n i t a l l y  deaf  c h i l d r e n .  S t u d i e s  o f  s i g n e d  and/or
spoken language a c q u i s i t i o n  are encouraged. 

11. RESEARCH GOALS AND SCOPE 

The N I D C D  encourages i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  t h e  language l e a r n i n g  o f  c o n g e n i t a l l y
deaf  c h i l d r e n .  I n v e s t i g a t o r s  are encouraged t o  develop s i n g l e - i n v e s t i g a t o r  o r  
i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  s t u d i e s  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e a s ,  which are n o t  e x c l u s i v e :  

o The impact o f  p a r e n t a l  language a b i l i t i e s  on language a c q u i s i t i o n .  

o 	 V a r i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  s p e c i f i c  s y n t a c t i c ,  semantic ,
and/or pragmat ic  a b i l i t i e s ,  i n  s i g n e d  vs .  o r a l  language.  

1: 
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A c q u i s i t i o n  o f  manual communication i n  deaf  c h i l d r e n  o f  h e a r i n g  
p a r e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  d i f f e r e n c e s  from dea f  o f  deaf  p a r e n t s ,  as w e l l  
as approaches and t e c h n i q u e s  f o r  t r a i n i n g  o f  h e a r i n g  p a r e n t s  o f  
deaf  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  use  o f  s i g n .  

N o n l i n g u i s t i c  c o g n i t i v e  outcomes of e a r l y  language exposure  o r  
d e p r i v a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  a s p e c t s  o f  c o g n i t i o n  which may be 
d i f f e r e n t i a l l y  a f f e c t e d  by d i f f e r e n t  e a r l y  e x p e r i e n c e s .  

Var i ab le  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  s u c c e s s f u l  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  manual o r  o r a l  
language s k i l l s .  

E f f i c a c y  o f  e a r l y  o r a l  t r a i n i n g  p r o t o c o l s .  

Development o f  measures f o r  a s s e s s i n g  o r a l  o r  manual language
a c q u i s i t i o n  i n  t h e  p re schoo l  deaf  c h i l d .  

Oral v s .  s igned  a c q u i s i t i o n  of prosody.  

Comparision of a c q u i s i t i o n  of s p e c i f i c  language a b i l i t i e s  i n  
d i f f e r i n g  s igned  systems, f o r  example, n a t u r a l  s igned  languages ,
manually coded Eng l i sh  ( t h a t  is, forms o f  s igned  E n g l i s h ) ,  and 
f i n g e r s p e l l i n g .  

A c q u i s i t i o n  o f  speech, Eng l i sh ,  and r ead ing  s k i l l s  by c h i l d r e n  
e n r o l l e d  i n  t o t a l  communication, manual and o r a l  educa t ion  
programs. 

Cr i t i ca l  p e r i o d s  f o r  a c q u i s i t i o n ,  wi th  s t u d i e s  f o c u s i n g  on t h e  
e f f e c t s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  ages  o f  a c q u i s i t i o n  on speech and language
a b i l i t i e s .  

App l i can t s  are r e q u i r e d  t o  inc lude ,  where f e a s i b l e  and a p p r o p r i a t e ,  women as 
we l l  as men and m i n o r i t i e s  i n  t h e  s tudy  of p o p u l a t i o n s  f o r  a l l  c l i n i c a l  
r e s e a r c h  e f f o r t s  and t o  ana lyze ,  where a p p r o p r i a t e ,  d i f f e r e n c e s  between t h e s e  
p o p u l a t i o n s .  If women and m i n o r i t i e s  a r e  no t  t o  be inc luded ,  a c l e a r  
r a t i o n a l e  f o r  t h e i r  e x c l u s i o n  should  be provided .  

111. MECHANISMS OF SUPPORT 

The suppor t  mechanism f o r  g r a n t s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  w i l l  be t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  r e s e a r c h  
g r a n t  (Ro l l  and t h e  FIRST award (R29).  Under t h e s e  mechanisms, t h e  p r i n c i p a l
i n v e s t i g a t o r  and any p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  w i l l  p l a n ,  d i r e c t ,  and 
perform t h e  r e s e a r c h .  

I V .  APPLICATION AND REVIEW PROCEDURES 

A p p l i c a t i o n s  must be submi t t ed  on form PHS 398 (Rev. 10188) u s i n g  t h e  

i n s t r u c t i o n s  inc luded  i n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  k i t .  These k i t s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  from 

t h e  a d d r e s s  c i t e d  below o r  from t h e  Div i s ion  o f  Research Grants ,  Na t iona l  

I n s t i t u t e s  of Heal th ,  Westwood Bu i ld ing ,  Room 449, Bethesda,  Maryland 20892. 


Receip t  d a t e s  for  new r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  g r a n t  and FIRST award a p p l i c a t i o n s  a r e  

February 1 ,  June  1 ,  and October 1 .  


On page 1 of form PHS 398, check Ityes" i n  i tem 2 and t y p e :  N I D C D  

Announcement: "Language Learning i n  Deaf Ch i ld ren ,  PA-90-37". Use t h e  

mai l ing  l a b e l  provided  i n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  k i t  and m a i l  t h e  s igned  o r i g i n a l  and 

s i x  e x a c t  c o p i e s  t o  t h e  D i v i s i o n  of Research Grants  ( D R G ) .  


Research p r o j e c t  g r a n t  and FIRST award a p p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  be  reviewed f o r  

s c i e n t i f i c  and t e c h n i c a l  merit by an a p p r o p r i a t e  s tudy  s e c t i o n  i n  t h e  DRG. 

Secondary review w i l l  be by an a p p r o p r i a t e  Na t iona l  Advisory Counci l .  


For f u r t h e r  i n fo rma t ion ,  p o t e n t i a l  a p p l i c a n t s  are encouraged t o  c a l l  o r  write 

t o  : 


J u d i t h  A.  Cooper, Ph.D. 

D i v i s i o n  o f  Communication Sc iences  and Di so rde r s  

Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  on Deafness  and Other Communication Di so rde r s  

Federa l  Bu i ld ing ,  Room 1C-06 

7550 Wisconsin Avenue 

Bethesda,  MD 20892 

Telephone: ( 3 0 1 )  496-5061 


This  program is  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  Cata log  o f  Fede ra l  Domestic A s s i s t a n c e  No. 

13.854, B i o l o g i c a l  Basis Research i n  t h e  Neurosciences and Communicative 

Sc iences ,  and No. 13.853, C l i n i c a l  Basis Research i n  t h e  Neurosc iences  and 
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Communicative Sciences. Awards will be made under the authority of the Public 

Health Service Act, Section 301 (42 USC241) and administered under PHS grant

policies and Federal Regulations 42 CRF Part 52 and 45 CFR 74. This program

is not subject to review by a Health Systems Agency. 


XXTHE MAILING ADDRESS GIVEN FOR SENDING APPLICATIONS TO THE DIVISION OF I* 


RESEARCH GRANTS OR CONTACTING PROGRAM STAFF IN THE WESTWOOD BUILDING IS THE 

CENTRAL MAILING ADDRESS FOR THE NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH. APPLICANTS WHO 

USE EXPRESS MAIL OR A COURIER SERVICE ARE ADVISED TO FOLLOW THE CARRIER'S

REQUIREMENTS FOR SHOWING A STREET ADDRESS. THE ADDRESS FOR THE WESTWOOD 

BUILDING IS: 


5333 Westbard Avenue 

Bethesda, Maryland 20816 


VI 
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