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NOTICES 

REMINDER: REFERENCE LETTERS FOR RCDA AND FIRST GRANT 
APPLICATIONS 

P .T .34 ;  K.W. 1014002 

D i v i s i o n  o f  Research  Gran t s  

A p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  Research Caree r  Development Award (RCDA) and t h e  F i r s t  
Independent  Research  Suppor t  and T r a n s i t i o n  (FIRST) Award r e q u i r e  l e t t e r s  o f  
r e f e r e n c e .  To ass is t  t h e  N I H  i n  e x p e d i t i n g  t h e  r e f e r r a l  and review p r o c e s s ,
a p p l i c a n t s  MUST i n c l u d e  t h e s e  r e f e r e n c e  l e t t e r s  w i t h  t h e  submi t t ed  a p p l i c a t i o n
package.  Otherwise ,  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  w i l l  be  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a n t .  

RCDA and FIRST a p p l i c a n t s  are t o  send t h e  r e f e r e n c e  forms inc luded  i n  t h e  PHS 
398 k i t  t o  t h e i r  referees w e l l  i n  advance o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  submiss ion ,
a d v i s i n g  t h e  referees t o  r e t u r n  t h e  completed forms t o  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  i n  s e a l e d  
enve lopes  as soon as p o s s i b l e .  To p r o t e c t  t h e  u t i l i t y  and c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  of  
r e f e r e n c e  l e t te rs ,  a p p l i c a n t s  are asked  n o t  t o  open t h e  s e a l e d  enve lopes .  The 
s e a l e d  enve lopes  MUST be  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  a p p l i c a t i o n s .  ( T h i s  same 
procedure  f o r  submiss ion  o f  r e f e r e n c e  l e t t e r s  is now be ing  used  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  
and s e n i o r  N a t i o n a l  Research  S e r v i c e  Award f e l l o w s h i p  a p p l i c a t i o n s . )  These 
p rocedures  were e f f e c t i v e  as o f  t h e  June  1,  1988, r e c e i p t  d e a d l i n e .  

PERCENTILE SCORES 

P . T . 3 4 ;  K.W. 1014002 

Alcohol ,  Drug Abuse, and Mental  Hea l th  Admin i s t r a t ion  

INTRODUCTION 

Beginning w i t h  t h e  October  1988 Counci l ,  t h e  Alcohol ,  Drug Abuse and Mental  
Hea l th  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  (ADAMHA) w i l l  d i s p l a y  p e r c e n t i l e  s c o r e s  on summary 
s t a t e m e n t s  f o r  g r a n t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  which have been reviewed and recommended f o r  
approval  by ADAMHA rev iew commit tees .  Unless  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  is r e s p o n s i v e  t o  
a Request For A p p l i c a t i o n s  (RFA), p e r c e n t i l e  s c o r e s  w i l l  appear  on summary 
s t a t e m e n t s  f o r  sma l l  g r a n t s ,  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  g r a n t s ,  r e s e a r c h  demons t r a t ion  
and d i s s e m i n a t i o n  p r o j e c t s ,  exploratory/developmental g r a n t s ,  F i r s t  
Independent  Research  Suppor t  and T r a n s i t i o n  (FIRST) awards,  program p r o j e c t  
g r a n t s ,  c e n t e r  g r a n t s ,  and c o o p e r a t i v e  agreements .  

PURPOSE 

The p e r c e n t i l e  s c o r e  p r o v i d e s  I n s t i t u t e  program s t a f f ,  Counci l ,  and a p p l i c a n t s
w i t h  a d d i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion  about  t h e  r ank ing  o f  a p p l i c a t i o n s  recommended f o r  
a p p r o v a l .  

F U N D I N G  DECISIONS 

P r i o r i t y  s c o r e s ,  d e r i v e d  from t h e  r a t i n g s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  review committee 
members, remain t h e  pr imary  c r i t e r i o n  f o r  making award d e c i s i o n s  a t  ADAMHA. 
However, p e r c e n t i l e  s c o r e s  may be  c o n s i d e r e d  a long  w i t h  o t h e r  secondary
c r i t e r i a  such  as program ba lance ,  program p r i o r i t i e s ,  and t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  
funds .  

CALCULATION 

The p e r c e n t i l e  s c o r e  is c a l c u l a t e d  by r ank ing  t h e  p r i o r i t y  s c o r e s ,  d i v i d i n g
t h e  numer ica l  r ank  by t h e  t o t a l  number o f  approved a p p l i c a t i o n s  i n  t h e  
c a l c u l a t i o n  base  and m u l t i p l y i n g  t h e  q u o t i e n t  by 100.  

CALCULATION BASES FOR PERCENTILE SCORES 

Two d i f f e r e n t  c a l c u l a t i o n  b a s e s  a r e  used  f o r  r ank ing  p r i o r i t y  s c o r e s  and 
d e r i v i n g  p e r c e n t i l e s .  For a p p l i c a t i o n s  reviewed by an e s t a b l i s h e d  ADAMHA 
I n i t i a l  Review Group ( I R G ) ,  t h e  p e r c e n t i l e  s c o r e  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  r ank  among a l l  
a p p l i c a t i o n s  recommended f o r  approva l  by t h a t  I R G  f o r  t h e  c u r r e n t  p l u s  t h e  two 
p r e v i o u s  review rounds .  T h i s  method i s  on ly  used  f o r  I R G s  t h a t  have approved 
a cumula t ive  t o t a l  o f  25 o r  more a p p l i c a t i o n s  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  and t h e  two 
p r e v i o u s  rounds .  

For a p p l i c a t i o n s  reviewed by s p e c i a l  review commit tees ,  t h e  p e r c e n t i l e  s c o r e  
r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  r ank  among a l l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  recommended f o r  approva l  from a l l  
o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t e ' s  e s t a b l i s h e d  I R G s  (which meet t h e  numer ica l  c r i t e r i a )  from 
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t h e  t h r e e  p r e v i o u s  rounds .  If t h i s  t y p e  o f  c a l c u l a t i o n  is used,  t h e  
p e r c e n t i l e  s c o r e  w i l l  b e  f l a g g e d  w i t h  an a s t e r i s k  ( X I .  T h i s  method is  a l s o  
used f o r  e s t a b l i s h e d  I R G s  t h a t  have n o t  reviewed a s u f f i c i e n t  number o f  
a p p l i c a t i o n s  t o  q u a l i f y  f o r  t h e  c a l c u l a t i o n  above. 

INTERPRETING THE PERCENTILE SCORE 

Like p r i o r i t y  s c o r e s ,  n u m e r i c a l l y  smaller p e r c e n t i l e  s c o r e s  are  a s s i g n e d  t o  
a p p l i c a t i o n s  judged t o  be  o f  b e t t e r  q u a l i t y .  T h i s  is a r e v e r s a l  o f  t h e  u s u a l  
p e r c e n t i l e  system. T i e  p r i o r i t y  s c o r e s  are  each  g iven  t h e  same ( b e s t )
p e r c e n t i l e  s c o r e .  Also,  t h e  p e r c e n t i l e  s c o r e  c a l c u l a t e d  f o r  a p a r t i c u l a r
p r i o r i t y  s c o r e  may v a r y  wide ly  between d i f f e r e n t  review commit tees .  

NEW BASIS FOR PRIORITY SCORE PERCENTILES AT N I H  

P.T. 3 4 ;  K.W. 1014002 

N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  H e a l t h  

Research g r a n t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  reviewed a t  t h e  J u n e / J u l y  1988, round o f  i n i t i a l  
review g roups  ( I R G s )  w i l l  b e  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  October  mee t ings  o f  N a t i o n a l  
Advisory Counc i l s  and Boards.  A t  t h o s e  Counci l  and Board mee t ings ,  p e r c e n t i l e
v a l u e s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  p r i o r i t y  s c o r e s ,  w i l l  be u t i l i z e d  as  one impor t an t  f a c t o r  
i n  making fund ing  d e c i s i o n s .  Thus, s t a r t i n g  i n  October,  a l l  o f  t h e  N I H  
fund ing  components w i l l  b e  u t i l i z i n g  p e r c e n t i l e  v a l u e s .  T h i s  a c t i o n  w i l l  
emphasize t h e  importance o f  r e l a t i v e  r a n k  and p r o v i d e  compensation f o r  w ide ly
d i f f e r i n g  s c o r i n g  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  have o c c u r r e d  among I R G s  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s .  

U n t i l  now, p e r c e n t i l e  v a l u e s  have been c a l c u l a t e d  a g a i n s t  a r e f e r e n c e  b a s e  o f  
a p p l i c a t i o n s  f a v o r a b l y  recommended by a c h a r t e r e d  review group a t  t h r e e  
c o n s e c u t i v e  mee t ings .  T h i s  h a s  s e r v e d  t o  smooth o u t  some o f  t h e  v a r i a t i o n s  
t h a t  may e x i s t  from meet ing t o  mee t ing .  Beginning w i t h  t h i s  JuneyJuly round 
of  meet ings,  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  c a l c u l a t i n g  p e r c e n t i l e s  w i l l  be a l t e r e d .  For t h i s  
round, t h e  p e r c e n t i l e  b a s e  w i l l  be t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f a v o r a b l y  recommended a t  
t h i s  round o n l y .  When t h e  I R G s  meet a g a i n  i n  October/November o f  t h i s  y e a r ,
p e r c e n t i l e  v a l u e s  w i l l  b e  c a l c u l a t e d  a g a i n s t  a r e f e r e n c e  b a s e  o f  t h a t  meet ing
and t h e  p r e c e d i n g  JuneyJu ly  mee t ing .  I n  o t h e r  words, t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a phase - in  
p r o c e s s  whereby p e r c e n t i l e s  are c a l c u l a t e d  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  one round, and t h e n  
f o r  t h e  n e x t  c y c l e  o f  r ev iews  t h e y  w i l l  be based on 2 rounds o f  s c o r e s ,  and 
f o r  one a f t e r  t h a t  (FebruarylMarch 1989 I R G  mee t ings )  w e  w i l l  b e  back  t o  t h e  
s t a n d a r d  usage  o f  3 rounds f o r  t h e  DRG Study S e c t i o n s .  

T h i s  phase - in  o f  new b a s e s  f o r  t h e  c a l c u l a t i o n  o f  p e r c e n t i l e s  i s  des igned
p r i m a r i l y  t o  encourage r e v i e w e r s  t o  a d j u s t  t h e i r  e v a l u a t i o n  scales and r a t i n g s
and t o  u t i l i z e  f u l l y  t h e  e n t i r e  r ange  o f  1.0 t o  5 . 0 .  All N I H  I R G s  are b e i n g
asked t o  u t i l i z e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a d j e c t i v a l  s c a l e  i n  terms o f  s c o r e s  t h a t  are 
a s s i g n e d :  

Out stand ing  1 . 0  - 1 . 5  
E x c e l l e n t  1 . 5  - 2 . 0  
Good 2 . 0  - 2 . 5  
S a t  i s f a c t o r y  2 . 5  - 3 . 0  
Adequate 3 . 0  - 3 .5  
F a i r  3.5 - 4.0 
Accep tab le  4 . 0  - 5 . 0  

It shou ld  be  unde r s tood  t h a t  t h e  p e r c e n t i l e  r a n k  o f  a p p l i c a t i o n s  reviewed a t  
t h i s  J u n e I J u l y  round w i l l  b e  wholly independent  from t h e  p r i o r i t y  s c o r e  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  any p r i o r  review mee t ing .  The re fo re ,  I R G s  have a window o f  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a d j u s t  e v a l u a t i o n  scales  and t o  make t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  
p r i o r i t y  s c o r e s  more symmetr ical  and more u s e f u l .  T h i s  may be done a t  t h i s  
t i m e  w i thou t  p e n a l i z i n g  any a p p l i c a n t s  because o f  t h e  change. Thus, members 
now have a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e c a l i b r a t e  t h e i r  v o t i n g  scales  wi thou t  t h e  concern 
o f  d i s a d v a n t a g i n g  any a p p l i c a t i o n .  

The b a s e s  f o r  p e r c e n t i l e  s c o r e  c a l c u l a t i o n s  are summarized below: 

J u n e / J u l y  I R G  Oct/Nov I R G  Feb/March '89 
Meeting Meeting I R G  Meeting

( O c t  '88 Counc i l )  ( J a n  '89 Counc i l )  (May '89 C o u n c i l )  

Cha r t e red  DRG J u n e / J u l y  '88 J u n e / J u l y  '88 and J u n e / J u l y  '88 and 
Study S e c t  i o n s  o n l y  Oct/Nov '88 Oct/Nov'88 and 

Feb/March '89 

Other  i n i t i a l  J u n e I J u l y  '88 J u n e I J u l y  '88 J u n e I J u l y  '88 and 
Review Groups ( p a r t  ia.1) ( t o t a l  1 Oct/Nov '88 
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N I H  REGIONAL WORKSHOPS ON IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PHS POLICY 
ON HUMANE CARE AND USE OF LABORATORY ANIMALS 

P.T. 42 ;  K.W. 1014002, 0201011, 1014003 

N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  Hea l th  

tu’ 	 The N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e s  of  Hea l th ,  Office f o r  P r o t e c t i o n  from Research  R i s k s ,
i s  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  sponsor  a series of workshops i n  implementing t h e  P u b l i c  
Hea l th  S e r v i c e  P o l i c y  on t h e  Humane Care and Use o f  Labora to ry  Animals .  The 
workshops a r e  open t o  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  members o f  animal  care and 
u s e  commit tees ,  l a b o r a t o r y  animal  v e t e r i n a r i a n s ,  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  and o t h e r  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s t a f f  who have r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  h i g h - q u a l i t y  management o f  
sound i n s t i t u t i o n a l  animal  care and u s e  programs.  

Date :  September 27-28,  1988 

Loca t ion :  A l t a n t a ,  Georgia  


Contac t :  Office o f  Cont inuing  Medical 

Emory U n i v e r s i t y  School  o f  Medicine 

1440 C l i f t o n  Road, N . E .  

A t l a n t a ,  Georgia  30322 

Telephone:  ( 4 0 4 )  727-5695 


Date :  November 1 - 2 ,  1988 


Loca t ion :  L a f a y e t t e ,  I n d i a n a  


Contac t :  Conference Bureau 

Room 1 1 0  

Purdue U n i v e r s i t y 

West L a f a y e t t e ,  I n d i a n a  

Telephone:  ( 3 1 7 )  494-7206 


Date: December 1 - 2 ,  1988 


Loca t ion :  Ba l t imore ,  Maryland 


Contac t :  Office o f  Cont inuing  Educat ion  

Johns  Hopkins U n i v e r s i t y 


*d 	 720 Rut land  Avenue 
Turner  22 
Bal t imore ,  Maryland 21205 
Telephone:  (301) 955-2959 

Date: Janua ry  24-25,  1989 

Loca t ion :  San Antonio,  TX 


Contac t :  M s .  Molly Greene 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  Animal Care Program

University of Texas Hea l th  Sc ience  Center  

a t  San Antonio 

7703 Floyd Cur l  Dr ive  

San Antonio,  Texas 78284-7822 

Telephone:  ( 5 1 2 )  567-3717 


Date :  February  9-10,  1989 


Loca t ion :  S a l t  Lake C i t y ,  Utah 


Contac t :  Zoan Provos t  

Conferences and I n s t i t u t e s  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Utah 

S a l t  Lake C i t y ,  Utah 84112 

Telephone:  ( 8 0 1 )  581-5809 
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DATED ANNOUNCEMENTS (RFPs AND R F A s )  

INTERGENERATIONAL FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS 

RFA AVAILABLE: 88-HD/AG-14 

P.T.  3 4 ;  K.W. 0417000,  0730014 

N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  C h i l d  Hea l th  and Human Development
N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  on Aging 

A p p l i c a t i o n  Rece ip t  Date: November 15 ,  1988 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The Demographic and Behav io ra l  S c i e n c e s  Branch (DBSB) o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
I n s t i t u t e  o f  Ch i ld  Hea l th  and Human Development ( N I C H D )  and t h e  Behav io ra l  and 
S o c i a l  Research  Program (BSRP) o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  on Aging ( N I A ) ,
j o i n t l y  i n v i t e  s c i e n t i s t s  t o  submit g r a n t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  suppor t  o f  
r e s e a r c h  on i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l  f ami ly  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  An i n t e r e s t  i n  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a c r o s s  g e n e r a t i o n s  w i t h i n  a f a m i l y  c o n t e x t  h a s  a r i s e n  i n  r e c e n t  
y e a r s .  I n t e r e s t  h a s  become g r e a t  because  f ami ly  suppor t  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  
impor t an t  i n  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  h e a l t h ,  f u n c t i o n i n g ,  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l
wel l -be ing  o f  b o t h  t h e  young and t h e  o l d .  It is  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  f ami ly
p r o v i d e s  pr imary  care and s o c i a l i z a t i o n  o f  dependent  c h i l d r e n  and a l s o  s o c i a l  
suppor t  and care (when needed)  t o  o l d e r  peop le .  The r o l e s  t h a t  o l d e r  peop le
p l a y  i n  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e i r  a d u l t  c h i l d r e n  and g r a n d c h i l d r e n  o r  t h e  r o l e s  p layed
by younger f ami ly  members i n  modifying t h e  v a l u e s  o f  o l d e r  f a m i l y  members a r e  
a l s o  c o n s i d e r e d  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  b u t  are less w e l l  unde r s tood .  Y e t  t h e  f ami ly  i n  
t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  and o t h e r  developed c o u n t r i e s  i s  undergoing many changes
such  as t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  l o n g e v i t y  o f  f a m i l y  members, low rates  o f  f e r t i l i t y ,
h i g h  ra tes  of d i v o r c e  and r emar r i age ,  h i g h  r a t e s  o f  female  l a b o r  f o r c e  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  and new roles  f o r  men and women. Research is  needed on how t h e  
h e a l t h  and f u n c t i o n i n g  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  f ami ly  members are a f fec ted  by t h e s e  
changes,  and e s p e c i a l l y  on how p a r t i c u l a r  e v e n t s  i n  one g e n e r a t i o n  a f fec t  
f ami ly  members i n  o t h e r  g e n e r a t i o n s .  

For pu rposes  o f  t h i s  RFA, i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n c l u d e  p a t t e r n s  o f  
i n t e r a c t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  c o n t a c t  and l i v i n g  a r rangements ;  h e l p  and s e r v i c e s ,
i n c l u d i n g  f a m i l y  c a r e g i v i n g  and f i n a n c i a l  a i d  ( t r a n s f e r s  o f  income and 
w e a l t h ) ;  and f a m i l y  s o l i d a r i t y  and s t r a i n ,  i n c l u d i n g  s h a r e d  a t t i t u d e s ,  v a l u e s ,
and e x p e c t a t i o n s  and p a t t e r n s  o f  s o c i a l  s u p p o r t .  C r i t i c a l  e v e n t s  t h a t  can  
i n f l u e n c e  t h e s e  exchanges i n c l u d e  m a r i t a l  d i s r u p t i o n ,  o t h e r  changes i n  f ami ly
composi t ion ,  changes i n  t h e  non-family r o l e s  o f  f ami ly  members, d e a t h  o r  
i l l n e s s  o f  f ami ly  members, e a r l y  o r  out-of-wedlock c h i l d b e a r i n g ,  and t h e  
d i s a b i l i t y  o r  r e t i r e m e n t  of f ami ly  members. These e v e n t s  may t r i g g e r  changes
i n  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and t h e  f low o f  r e s o u r c e s  among fami ly  members, which i n  
t u r n ,  may a f fec t  f ami ly  members i n  o t h e r  g e n e r a t i o n s .  The consequences may be  
measured i n  p h y s i c a l ,  p s y c h o l o g i c a l ,  and/or  socio-economic terms. 

RESEARCH GOALS AND SCOPE 

A p p l i c a t i o n s  are r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  w i l l :  A )  e x p l o r e  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  
i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l  a i d ;  B )  e x p l o r e  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  c r i t i c a l  e v e n t s  t o  t h e  
c o n t e n t  and e x t e n t  o f  i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ;  C )  e x p l o r e  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  consequences o f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ;  D )  t e s t  
whether  and how c r i t i c a l  l i f e  e v e n t s  r e s u l t  i n  consequences f o r  f ami ly  members 
as a r e s u l t  o f  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l  f ami ly  a i d ;  and E )  connec t  any
o f  t h e s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t o  s o c i e t a l ,  governmental ,  economic and c u l t u r a l  
f a c t o r s .  I n d i v i d u a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  a r e  f ree  t o  propose  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  a d d r e s s  
a l l  o r  p a r t  o f  t h e s e  i s s u e s .  P r o j e c t s  may r e q u e s t  suppor t  f o r  from one t o  
f i v e  y e a r s  i n  d u r a t i o n .  The c e n t r a l  f e a t u r e  o f  eve ry  p r o j e c t  must be  i t s  
focus  on i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l  f ami ly  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  Once i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l
f ami ly  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  as a main f o c u s  o f  t h e  s t u d y ,
i n v e s t i g a t o r s  are f ree  t o  expand t h e  a n a l y s i s  t o  i n c l u d e  f a c t o r s  t h a t  
i n f l u e n c e  t h e s e  exchanges,  c r i t i c a l  l i f e  c y c l e  e v e n t s  and t h e i r  consequences .
S t u d i e s  t h a t  f o c u s  on f ami ly  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  ove r  t i m e  and on n a t i o n a l  r a t h e r  
t h a n  l o c a l  samples  a r e  encouraged.  Cross  c u l t u r a l ,  i n c l u d i n g  c r o s s - n a t i o n a l ,
s t u d i e s  are a p p r o p r i a t e .  I n v e s t i g a t o r s  a r e  encouraged t o  propose  r e s e a r c h  on 
v a r i o u s  combina t ions  o f  r e s e a r c h  i s s u e s  d i s c u s s e d  above o r  on o t h e r  i s s u e s  n o t  
s t a t e d  above b u t  which r e l a t e  c l e a r l y  t o  t h e  f o c u s  o f  t h e  RFA. Because N I C H D  
and N I A  have made s u b s t a n t i a l  i nves tmen t s  i n  t h e  p a s t  which have produced d a t a  
s e t s  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  u se  i n  t h i s  RFA, i n v e s t i g a t o r s  are encouraged t o  c o n s i d e r  
t h e i r  u s e  b e f o r e  p ropos ing  new d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n .  I n  a l l  cases, a p p l i c a n t s  must 
show t h a t  t h e  d a t a  chosen f o r  t h e  s t u d y  are a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  t h e  a n a l y s i s
proposed .  

UE 
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MECHANISM OF SUPPORT 

The s u p p o r t  mechanism f o r  t h i s  program w i l l  be t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  
g r a n t .  It i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  e i g h t  t o  t e n  g r a n t s  w i l l  be awarded depending 
on t h e  o v e r a l l  merit o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  and t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  f u n d s .  A f t e r  
p r o j e c t s  are underway, meet ings w i l l  b e  h e l d  t o  f o s t e r  t h e  s h a r i n g  o f  work i n  

*' 	 p r o g r e s s .  P r i n c i p a l  and c o - i n v e s t i g a t o r s  w i l l  be encouraged t o  a t t e n d  t h e s e  
meet ings,  and f u n d s  shou ld  be i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  budget  f o r  one 
two-day meet ing p e r  y e a r  i n  Bethesda,  Maryland, t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  r e s e a r c h  w i t h  
o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t o r s .  The c u r r e n t  p o l i c i e s  and r e q u i r e m e n t s  t h a t  govern t h e  
r e s e a r c h  g r a n t  programs o f  N I H  w i l l  p r e v a i l .  

REVIEW PROCEDURES AND CRITERIA 

A p p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  b e  reviewed by N I C H D  and N I A  s t a f f  f o r  r e s p o n s i v e n e s s  t o  t h e  
RFA. A p p l i c a t i o n s  judged t o  be  nonrespons ive  w i l l  be r e t u r n e d .  The a p p l i c a n t  
may r e submi t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  and have it a s s i g n e d  f o r  review i n  t h e  same 
manner as  u n s o l i c i t e d  g r a n t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  review c y c l e .  An 
a p p l i c a t i o n  w i l l  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  nonrespons ive  t o  t h i s  RFA i f  it i s  i d e n t i c a l  t o  
one a l r e a d y  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  N I H  f o r  review,  u n l e s s  t h e  p r e v i o u s  a p p l i c a t i o n
is withdrawn. Responsive a p p l i c a t i o n s  may be  s u b j e c t e d  t o  a t r i a g e  by a 
peer-review group t o  de t e rmine  t h e i r  s c i e n t i f i c  meri t  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  o t h e r  
a p p l i c a t i o n s  r e c e i v e d  i n  r e sponse  t o  t h i s  RFA. N I H  w i l l  withdraw from 
c o m p e t i t i o n  t h o s e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  judged t o  be  noncompe t i t i ve  and n o t i f y  t h e  
a p p l i c a n t  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u s i n e s s  o f f i c i a l .  Those a p p l i c a t i o n s  judged t o  
be  c o m p e t i t i v e  w i l l  b e  f u r t h e r  e v a l u a t e d  f o r  s c i e n t i f i c / t e c h n i c a l  merit  by a 
review convened s o l e l y  f o r  t h i s  purpose by t h e  S c i e n t i f i c  Review Program,
N I C H D .  C r i t e r i a  f o r  t h e  i n i t i a l  review i n c l u d e  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  and 
o r i g i n a l i t y  o f  r e s e a r c h  g o a l s  and approaches;  t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  r e s e a r c h  and 
adequacy of  t h e  expe r imen ta l  des ign ;  t h e  r e s e a r c h  e x p e r i e n c e  and competence o f  
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r ( s )  to conduct t h e  proposed work; t h e  adequacy o f  
i n v e s t i g a t o r ( s 1  e f f o r t  devoted t o  t h e  p r o j e c t ;  and t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  o f  t h e  
p r o j e c t  d u r a t i o n  and c o s t  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  work proposed.  Fol lowing review by
t h e  I n i t i a l  Review Group, a p p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  b e  e v a l u a t e d  by t h e  I n s t i t u t e s '  
Advisory Counc i l s  f o r  program r e l e v a n c e  and p o l i c y  i s s u e s  b e f o r e  awards f o r  
m e r i t o r i o u s  p r o p o s a l s  are  made. The a n t i c i p a t e d  award d a t e  is J u l y  1, 1989. 

METHOD OF APPLYING 

When p r e p a r i n g  t h e  fo rma l  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  u s e  Form PHS 398 ( r e v i s e d  9/86) which 
i s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o r  g r a n t s / c o n t r a c t s  o f f i c e  a t  most academic and

W 	 r e s e a r c h  i n s t i t u t e s  o r  from t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  Research Gran t s ,  N I H  
(301/496-7441). On l i n e  2 o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  form i n s e r t ,  " I n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l
Family R e l a t i o n s h i p s "  and RFA 88-HD/AG-14. The RFA l a b e l  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  
9/86 v e r s i o n  o f  Form PHS 398 must be  a f f i x e d  t o  t h e  bottom o f  t h e  face page.
F a i l u r e  t o  u s e  t h i s  l a b e l  cou ld  r e s u l t  i n  de l ayed  p r o c e s s i n g  o f  your
a p p l i c a t i o n  such  t h a t  it may n o t  r e a c h  t h e  review committee i n  t i m e  f o r  
r ev iew.  Send o r  d e l i v e r  t h e  o r i g i n a l ,  completed,  s i g n e d  a p p l i c a t i o n  and f o u r  
(4) complete  c o p i e s  o f  it t o :  

A p p l i c a t i o n  R e c e i p t  Office 

D i v i s i o n  o f  Research Gran t s ,  N I H  

Westwood B u i l d i n g ,  Room 240 

Bethesda,  Maryland 208923636 


It i s  ex t r eme ly  impor t an t  f o r  t h e  t i m e l y  review o f  your a p p l i c a t i o n  t h a t  two 

(2) a d d i t i o n a l  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  be  s e n t  under s e p a r a t e  cove r  t o :  


Laurance S. J o h n s t o n ,  Ph.D. 

Deputy D i r e c t o r ,  S c i e n t i f i c  Review Program

N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Ch i ld  Hea l th  and Human Development

Execu t ive  P l a z a  North,  Room 520 

6130 Execu t ive  Boulevard 

Bethesda,  Maryland 20892 


A p p l i c a t i o n s  must be  r e c e i v e d  by November 15, 1988. Late a p p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  

no+ be  a c c e p t e d .  


I n q u i r i e s  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  announcement may be  d i r e c t e d  t o :  


V. J e f f r e y  Evans 

DBSB, CPR, N I C H D  

Execu t ive  P l a z a  North,  Room 611 

6130 Execu t ive  Boulevard 

Bethesda,  Maryland 20892 


U Telephone : (3011 496-1174 

or 
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Kath leen  Bond 

BSRP, N I A  

B u i l d i n g  31, Room 5C32 

Bethesda,  Marvland 20892 

Telephone: (301 1 496-3136 


These programs are d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  Ca ta log  o f  F e d e r a l  Domestic A s s i s t a n c e  No. 

13.864, P o p u l a t i o n  Research and No. 13.866,  Aging Resea rch .  Awards w i l l  be Yi 


made under t h e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  A c t ,  T i t l e  111, sec .301  (PL  78-410, as 

amended; 42 USC 241 and 42 USC 289)  and be s u b j e c t  t o  PHS Grant P o l i c i e s  and 

F e d e r a l  R e g u l a t i o n s  42 CFR P a r t  52 and P a r t  66 and 45 CFR P a r t  74.  T h i s  

program is n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  in t e rgove rnmen ta l  review requ i r emen t s  o f  

Execu t ive  Order No. 12372 o r  t o  H e a l t h  Systems Agency r ev iew.  


I N  V I V O  MODELS OF IMMUNOCONTRACEPTION 

RFA AVAILABLE: 88-HD-15 

P.T. 3 4 ;  K.W. 0750020, 0413002, 0710070 

N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  C h i l d  Hea l th  and Human Development 

A p p l i c a t i o n  R e c e i p t  Date: November 15, 1988 

The Reproduc t ive  S c i e n c e s  Branch (RSB) o f  t h e  Cen te r  f o r  P o p u l a t i o n  Research 
(CPR), N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  C h i l d  H e a l t h  and Human Development ( N I C H D ) ,  i s  
i n v i t i n g  r e s e a r c h  g r a n t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  s e l e c t e d  t o p i c s  i n  t h e  
immunology o f  f e r t i l i t y  r e g u l a t i o n .  T h i s  i s  t h e  second announcement i n  t h e  
r e p r o d u c t i v e  immunology a r e a  t o  be s p e c i f i c a l l y  focused  on 
immunocontraception. The RSB s u p p o r t s  r e s e a r c h  on t h e  immunological a s p e c t s
o f  r e p r o d u c t i o n  i n  humans and r e l e v a n t  e x p e r i m e n t a l  animal  models t h a t  i s  o f  
p o t e n t i a l  v a l u e  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  and deve lop ing  a n  e f f e c t i v e  means o f  female 
immunocontraception. Our c u r r e n t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  i n  t h i s  area i s  incomple t e ly
developed a t  p r e s e n t .  The most f e a s i b l e  and e f f e c t i v e  d i r e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  
o f  p r e f e r t i l i z a t i o n  immunocontraception are y e t  t o  be d e f i n e d .  I n  t h e  l i g h t
o f  p r e s e n t  day t e c h n o l o g i c a l  advances,  it is t h e  g o a l  o f  t h i s  RFA t o  s t i m u l a t e  
r e s e a r c h  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  u s i n g  s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t  t echno logy  i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  
i d e n t i f y  p romis ing  models o f  p r e f e r t i l i z a t i o n  immunocontraception, e s t a b l i s h  
t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  c a n d i d a t e  immunogen(s) i n  p r e v e n t i n g  pregnancy by
immunologic means and c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  b a s i s  o f  t h e  immunological
effect  . 
T h i s  RFA is  s p e c i f i c a l l y  des igned  t o  s t i m u l a t e  r e s e a r c h  des igned  t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  : 

o 	 The q u a n t i t a t i v e  e f f i c a c y  and b i o l o g i c a l  b a s i s  o f  i n f e r t i l i t y
i n d u c t i o n  by s p e c i f i c  sperm membrane immunogen immunizations i n  i n  
v i v o  mammalian models. Such s t u d i e s  shou ld  a l s o  de t e rmine  t h e  
absence o r  p r e s e n c e  o f  embryotoxic  e f f ec t s .  

o 	 The s i tes ,  n a t u r e .  and e x t e n t  o f  involvement o f  a l o c a l  s e c r e t o r y
immune system re sponse  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  i n t r a l u m i n a l  occur rence  
o f  sperm membrane s p e c i f i c  IgA and/or  IgG a n t i b o d i e s  a r i s i n g  from 
immunizations w i t h  spec i f i c  sperm membrane immunogens i n  a n  i n  v i v o  
mammalian model. 

o 	 Documentation and c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  o c c u r r e n c e ,  n a t u r e ,  
e x t e n t ,  and d u r a t i o n  o f  an immune system "boos t ing"  r e sponse  i n  
female m a m m a l s  p r e v i o u s l y  immunized w i t h  s p e c i f i c  sperm membrane 
immunogens and s u b s e q u e n t l y  e x p e r i e n c i n g  n a t u r a l  immunogen exposure
( c o i t a l  sperm d e p o s i t i o n ) .  

It is  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  a t  l ea s t  f o u r  ( 4 )  awards w i l l  be made as a r e s u l t  o f  
t h i s  announcement t h r o u g h  t h e  g r a n t - i n - a i d  ( R o l l  mechanism used  by t h e  N I C H D .  

For f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  and a copy o f  a n  expanded, f u l l y  d e t a i l e d  RFA, c o n t a c t  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

Michael E .  McClure, Ph . D .  
Reproduc t ive  S c i e n c e s  Branch 
Cen te r  f o r  P o p u l a t i o n  Research 
N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Ch i ld  Hea l th  

and Human Development
N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  H e a l t h  
6130 Execu t ive  Boulevard,  S u i t e  EPN-603 
Bethesda,  Maryland 20892 
Telephone:  ( 3 0 1 )  496-6515 
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T h i s  program is  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  Ca ta log  of F e d e r a l  Domestic A s s i s t a n c e  number 
13.864, Popu la t ion  Research .  Awards w i l l  be  made under  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  
P u b l i c  Hea l th  S e r v i c e  A c t ,  T i t l e  111, S e c t i o n  301 ( P u b l i c  Law 78-410, a s  
amended; 42 USC 241) and a d m i n i s t e r e d  under  PHS g r a n t  p o l i c i e s  and F e d e r a l  
Regu la t ions  42 CFR P a r t  52 and 45 CFR P a r t  74. T h i s  program is n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  
t h e  in t e rgove rnmen ta l  review requ i r emen t s  of Execu t ive  Order 12372 o r  Hea l th  

-4 Systems Agency r ev iew.  

RESEARCH ON AIDS AND THE AMERICAN TEENAGER 

RFA AVAILABLE: 88-HD-13 

P.T.  3 4 ;  K.W. 0715120,  0411005,  0750020,  0404000 

N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Ch i ld  Hea l th  and Human Development 

A p p l i c a t i o n  Receipt Date: October  24, 1988 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The Demographic and Behav io ra l  S c i e n c e s  Branch (DBSB) o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
I n s t i t u t e  o f  Ch i ld  Hea l th  and Human Development ( N I C H D ) ,  i n v i t e s  s c i e n t i s t s  t o  
submit  g r a n t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  suppor t  o f  r e s e a r c h  on s e x u a l  behav io r  and 
r i s k  o f  pregnancy,  AIDS and o t h e r  STDs among American t e e n a g e r s .  For t h e  p a s t
10 y e a r s ,  t h e  Demographic and Behav io ra l  S c i e n c e s  Branch, Cen te r  f o r  
Popu la t ion  Research ,  N I C H D ,  h a s  suppor t ed  ove r  70 s t u d i e s  t h a t  have documented 
t h e  c a u s e s  and consequences o f  a d o l e s c e n t  pregnancy and c h i l d b e a r i n g ,  More 
r e c e n t  r e s e a r c h  h a s  documented t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  s e x u a l  a c t i v i t y  ove r  t h e  1970s,
f a c t o r s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  e a r l y  i n i t i a t i o n  o f  s e x u a l  a c t i v i t y ,  and t r e n d s  
r e g a r d i n g  pregnancy and c h i l d b e a r i n g .  While t h e  consequences o f  t e e n  
pregnancy and c h i l d b e a r i n g  are well-documented, l e s s  is known o r  unders tood  
about  t h e  u s e  o f  c o n t r a c e p t i o n  among t e e n a g e r s .  Concern h a s  r i s e n  about  t h e  
v u l n e r a b i l i t y  o f  young a d o l e s c e n t  females t o  b e h a v i o r s  t h a t  p l a c e  them a t  r i s k  
of  STDs, p a r t i c u l a r l y  AIDS. T h i s  i n c l u d e s  t h e  e a r l y  i n i t i a t i o n  o f  s e x u a l  
i n t e r c o u r s e  and s e x  wi th  a l a r g e  number o f  p a r t n e r s ,  w i th  d rug  u s e r s ,  o r  w i t h  
o l d e r  p a r t n e r s  who may be  a t  r i s k  o f  H I V  f o r  o t h e r  r e a s o n s .  

While AIDS c a s e s  a r e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  a d u l t  y e a r s ,  t h e r e  a r e  a d o l e s c e n t  AIDS 
cases a s  w e l l .  The l o n g  l a t e n c y  p e r i o d  f o r  AIDS makes it l i k e l y  t h a t  many o f  

W’ 	 t h e  cases observed  i n  young a d u l t s  were c o n t r a c t e d  d u r i n g  ado le scence .  There  
i s  concern  t h a t  t h e  h igh  ra tes  o f  s e x u a l  a c t i v i t y  observed  f o r  t e e n s  
c o n s t i t u t e s  a r i s k  f o r  s e x u a l  t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  H I V .  Appropr i a t e  u se  o f  
c o n t r a c e p t i o n  c o n s t i t u t e s  a m o d i f i e r  t o  t h a t  r i s k .  Although some d a t a  have 
been c o l l e c t e d  ove r  t h e  p a s t  decade and a h a l f ,  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Surveys  o f  
Young Women 1971, 1976 and 1979, and i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Survey o f  Family Growth,
1982, it is f e l t  t h a t  a major e f f o r t  t o  more f u l l y  unde r s t and  t h e  s e x u a l ,
c o n t r a c e p t i v e  and p r o p h y l a c t i c  behav io r  o f  young t e e n a g e r s  is now needed .  It 
i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  a l a r g e - s c a l e  n a t i o n a l l y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  d a t a - g a t h e r i n g
e f f o r t  des igned  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  answer t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  be  n e c e s s a r y ,
a l though  r e s e a r c h e r s  may propose  a l t e r n a t i v e  ways t o  answer t h e  q u e s t i o n s  . 
posed h e r e .  It should be no ted  t h a t  i d e n t i f y i n g  s e r o p r e v a l e n c e  of H I V  is n o t  
an o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h i s  s o l i c i t a t i o n .  

RESEARCH GOALS AND SCOPE 

The f i rs t  r e s e a r c h  g o a l  i s  t o  unde r s t and  how and why t e e n s  e n t e r  i n t o  s e x u a l  
e x p e r i e n c e s  t h a t  p u t  them a t  r i s k  o f  H I V  as w e l l  as un in tended  pregnancy.
Given a n  unde r s t and ing  o f  who is a t  r i s k  and why, t h e  second major  i s s u e  is  
when do t e e n a g e r s  i n i t i t a t e  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  o r  p r o t e c t i v e  measures  and why do 
t h e y  d e l a y ?  The t h i r d  i s s u e  is  t h a t  o f  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  o r  
p r o p h y l a t i c  p r a c t i c e  once begun and t h e  assessment  o f  i t s  e f f e c t i v e n e s s .  Here 
w e  have t r a d e o f f s  between p r o p h y l a x i s  and c o n t r a c e p t i o n  among o t h e r  i s s u e s .  
The measurement o f  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  and p r o p h y l a c t i c  u s e  i s  an impor tan t  i s s u e  
f o r  r e s e a r c h .  There  i s  no agreement on ways t h a t  c o n t r a c e p t i o n  o r  p r o p h y l a x i s
shou ld  be  measured no r  any v a l i d a t i o n  o f  such  measures .  Resea rche r s  are 
encouraged t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  on o b t a i n i n g  r e l i a b l e  and v a l i d  measures  of 
c o n t r a c e p t i v e  and p r o p h y l a c t i c  u s e .  A f o u r t h  i s s u e  f o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  t h a t  
o f  t h e  f a c t o r s  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  p r o p h y l a c t i c  o r  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  use  fo l lowing  a 
pregnancy,  b i r t h  o r  STD i n f e c t i o n  among t eens .  

A p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  a d d r e s s i n g  such i s s u e s  is a s t r o n g  t h e o r e t i c a l  framework 
w i t h i n  which q u e s t i o n s  can be  developed and t h e  r e s u l t s  i n t e r p r e t e d .  Although
r e s e a r c h e r s  are expec ted  t o  f o c u s  on female  t e e n a g e r s ,  t h e  behav io r  o f  young 
women a l s o  depend on t h a t  o f  a c t u a l  o r  p o t e n t i a l  p a r t n e r s .  The re fo re ,  males  
should  a l s o  be  i n c l u d e d .  E x p l o r a t i o n  of i s s u e s  o f  s e x u a l  r i s k - t a k i n g  among
males i n  homosexual e n c o u n t e r s  may a l s o  be  e x p l o r e d .  A f i n a l  i s sue  of  
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impor tance  is t h a t  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  r i s k  o f  AIDS and i n  

c o n t r a c e p t i v e  and p r o p h y l a c t i c  u se  among t e e n a g e r s .  


MECHANISM OF SUPPORT 


The s u p p o r t  mechanism f o r  t h i s  program w i l l  be  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  

g r a n t .  I t  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  a t  l eas t  one g r a n t  w i l l  be  awarded, depending on t h e  

o v e r a l l  merit o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  and a v a i l a b l e  f u n d s .  The c u r r e n t  p o l i c i e s  

and r equ i r emen t s  t h a t  govern t h e  r e s e a r c h  g r a n t  program o f  N I H  w i l l  p r e v a i l .  


REVIEW PROCEDURES AND C R I T E R I A  


A p p l i c a t i o n s  submi t t ed  i n  r e sponse  t o  t h i s  RFA w i l l  be reviewed f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  

merit by an  i n i t i a l  review group ( I R G )  which w i l l  be  convened by t h e  D i v i s i o n  

o f  Research  Gran t s  ( D R G )  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  Hea l th  ( N I H ) ,  t o  rev iew 

o n l y  t h e s e  a p p l i c a t i o n s .  A p p l i c a t i o n s  judged by t h e  DRG and N a t i o n a l  

I n s t i t u t e  o f  Chi ld  Hea l th  arid Human Development ( N I C H D )  as nonrespons ive  t o  

t h i s  RFA w i l l  be a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  most a p p r o p r i a t e  r e g u l a r  g r a n t  program i n  t h e  

P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  (PHS). If such  an assignment  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e ,  t h e  

a p p l i c a t i o n  w i l l  b e  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a n t .  


The f a c t o r s  t o  be  used  i n  e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  merit  of  each  a p p l i c a t i o n 

w i l l  be  t h o s e  used  i n  judg ing  i n d i v i d u a l  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  g r a n t  a p p l i c a t i o n s , 

i n c l u d i n g  o r i g i n a l i t y  of t h e  proposed r e s e a r c h  and f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  approach; 

q u a l i t y  o f  t h e o r e t i c a l - c o n c e p t u a l  framework; adequacy o f  r e s e a r c h  des ign ; 

a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  o f  d a t a  a n a l y s i s  t e c h n i q u e s ;  s u i t a b i l i t y  o f  f a c i l i t i e s ; 

t r a i n i n g ,  e x p e r i e n c e ,  and r e s e a r c h  competence o f  i n v e s t i g a t o r s ;  and soundness  

o f  proposed budge t .  An a d d i t i o n a l  c r i t e r i o n  w i l l  be  t h e  r e s p o n s i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  

proposed p r o j e c t  t o  t h i s  RFA. 


Fol lowing  review by t h e  I n i t i t a l  Review Group, a p p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  be  e v a l u a t e d  

by t h e  I n s t i t u t e s '  Advisory Counc i l s  f o r  program r e l e v a n c e  and p o l i c y  i s s u e s  

b e f o r e  awards f o r  m e r i t o r i o u s  p r o p o s a l s  are made. The a n t i c i p a t e d  award d a t e  

i s  March 1 ,  1 9 8 9 .  


METHOD OF APPLYING 


When p r e p a r i n g  t h e  formal  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  u s e  Form 398 (Rev. 9 / 8 6 ) .  If your 

i n s t i t u t i o n  does  n o t  have t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  b o o k l e t ,  c o p i e s  may b e  o b t a i n e d  

from: 


Office o f  Grant  I n q u i r i e s 

D i v i s i o n  o f  Research Gran t s  

N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  H e a l t h  

Westwood Bu i ld ing ,  Room 449 

Bethesda ,  Maryland 20892 

Telephone:  ( 3 0 1 )  496-7441 


I n  o r d e r  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  as b e i n g  i n  r e sponse  t o  t h i s  RFA check 

"yes" on i t e m  2 ,  page 1 ,  of Form 398 and e n t e r  t h e  t i t l e  "AIDS and t h e  

American Teenager" and t h e  RFA number. A cove r  l e t t e r  r e p e a t i n g  t h a t  t h i s  

a p p l i c a t i o n  is i n  r e sponse  t o  t h e  RFA of t h e  N I C H D ,  DBSB, and t h a t  it i s  AIDS 

r e s e a r c h ,  w i l l  e x p e d i t e  t h e  r o u t i n g  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  


The RFA l a b e l  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  9 / 8 6  v e r s i o n  o f  Form PHS 398 must be  a f f i x e d  t o  

t h e  bottom o f  t h e  f a c e  page .  F a i l u r e  t o  u s e  t h i s  l a b e l  cou ld  r e s u l t  i n  

de layed  p r o c e s s i n g  o f  your  a p p l i c a t i o n  such  t h a t  it may n o t  r e a c h  t h e  rev iew 

committee i n  t i m e  f o r  r ev iew.  


Send o r  d e l i v e r  t h e  completed a p p l i c a t i o n  and t h i r t y - t w o  ( 3 2 )  s igned ,  complete 

c o p i e s  of  it t o :  


Grant  A p p l i c a t i o n  Rece ip t  Office 

D i v i s i o n  o f  Reearch Gran t s  

N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e s  of Heal.th 

Westwood Bu i ld ing ,  Room 9 

Bethesda ,  Maryland 20892xX 


I n  a d d i t i o n ,  s end ,  under  s e p a r a t e  cove r ,  one copy o f  t h e  completed a p p l i c a t i o n  

t o  : 


Lar ry  Johns ton ,  Ph.D. 

Deputy D i r e c t o r ,  S c i e n t i f i c  Review Branch 

N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Ch i ld  Hea l th  

Execu t ive  P l a z a  North,  Room 520 

Bethesda ,  Maryland 20892 


and send  one copy t o :  
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Sandra L .  H o f f e r t h ,  Ph.D. 

Demographic and Behav io ra l  S c i e n c e s  Branch 

N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  C h i l d  Hea l th  and Human Development

Execu t ive  P l a z a  North,  Room 611 

Bethesda,  Maryland 20892 


;Ir, 	 A p p l i c a t i o n s  must be  r e c e i v e d  by October 15, 1988. Late 
a p p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  n o t  be  a c c e p t e d .  

I n q u i r i e s  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  announcement may be  d i r e c t e d  t o :  


Sandra L .  H o f f e r t h ,  Ph.D. 

Demographic and Behav io ra l  S c i e n c e s  Branch 

N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Ch i ld  Hea l th  and Human Development

Execu t ive  P l a z a  North,  Room 611 

Bethesda,  Maryland 20892 

Telephone: (301)  496-1174 


DEVELOPMENT AND EVALUATION OF NEW SCREENING TESTS FOR HUMAN RETROVIRUSES 


RFA AVAILABLE: 88-HL-23-B 


P.T. 


N a t i o n a l  Heart, Lung, and Blood I n s t i t u t e  


A p p l i c a t i o n  R e c e i p t  Date: Janua ry  16, 1989 


The Blood Resources  Branch o f  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  Blood Diseases and Resources , 

N a t i o n a l  Heart ,  Lung, and Blood I n s t i t u t e  ( N H L B I ) ,  announces t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y 

o f  a Request f o r  A p p l i c a t i o n s  (RFA) on t h e  above s u b j e c t .  Copies  o f  t h e  RFA,

NIH-88-HL-23-BP may be  o b t a i n e d  from s ta f f  o f  t h e  N H L B I .  


The program encourages  b a s i c  and a p p l i e d  r e s e a r c h  on t h e  development and 

e v a l u a t i o n  o f  p r o c e d u r e s  t o  screen blood u n i t s  f o r  human r e t r o v i r u s e s  o t h e r  

t h a n  human immunodeficiency v i r u s  t y p e  1 (HIV-11, and monitor  i n f e c t i v i t y  o f  

i n d i v i d u a l s  who are car r ie rs  o f  t h e s e  a g e n t s .  The d i s c o v e r y  o f  human 

r e t r o v i r u s e s  o t h e r  t h a n  HIV-1 c a p a b l e  o f  c a u s i n g  a c q u i r e d  immune d e f i c i e n c y 

syndrome, lymphomas. leukemias,  and n e u r o l o g i c  d i s o r d e r s  u n d e r s c o r e s  t h e 
w’ 	 u r g e n t  need f o r  such  r e s e a r c h .  P rocedures  t h a t  are developed shou ld  be  s imple  
to perform,  c o s t - e f f e c t i v e  and a p p l i c a b l e  t o  l a r g e - s c a l e  blood s c r e e n i n g  
programs. 

The s u p p o r t  mechanism f o r  t h i s  program w i l l  be t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l ,  i n d i v i d u a l  
r e s e a r c h  g r a n t .  Although approx ima te ly  S2,000,000 ( f o r  d i r e c t  p l u s  i n d i r e c t  
c o s t s )  f o r  t h i s  program i s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  p l a n s  f o r  f i s c a l  y e a r
1989, award o f  g r a n t s  pu r suan t  t o  t h i s  RFA i s  c o n t i n g e n t  upon r e c e i p t  o f  funds  
f o r  t h i s  pu rpose .  It i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  up t o  t e n  g r a n t s  w i l l  be awarded 
under t h i s  program. The s p e c i f i c  number t o  be funded, however, w i l l  depend on 
t h e  meri t  and scope o f  t h e  applications received and t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of 
f u n d s .  


Request f o r  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  RFA shou ld  be  a d d r e s s e d  t o :  


Luiz H .  Barbosa,  D.V.M.  

Blood Resources  Branch, DBDR 

F e d e r a l  B u i l d i n g ,  Room 504 

N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  H e a l t h  

Bethesda,  Maryland 20892 

Telephone: ( 3 0 1 )  496-1537 


CELLULAR AND ANIMAL MODELS FOR SICKLE CELL DISEASE 


RFA AVAILABLE: NIH-88-HL-22-B 


P.T. 34; K.W. 0755020, 0780015, 0785070 

N a t i o n a l  Heart ,  Lung, and Blood I n s t i t u t e  

A p p l i c a t i o n  Rece ip t  Date: December 9, 1988 

The D i v i s i o n  o f  Blood Diseases and Resources  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Heart, Lung, and 
W 	 Blood I n s t i t u t e  ( N H L B I ) ,  N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  Hea l th ,  announces t h e  

a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  a r e q u e s t  f o r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  (RFA) f o r  t h e  development o f  
c e l l u l a r  and animal  models f o r  s i c k l e  c e l l  d i s e a s e .  Copies  o f  t h e  RFA and 
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I n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  P r e p a r a t i o n  o f  A p p l i c a t i o n s  are c u r r e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e  from 

NHLBI s t a f f .  


The major g o a l  o f  t h i s  program is  t o  s t i m u l a t e  b a s i c  r e s e a r c h  i n  t h e  

development of c e l l u l a r  and animal  models f o r  s i c k l e  c e l l  d i s e a s e  i n  o r d e r  t o  

f u r t h e r  ou r  unde r s t and ing  o f  t h e  pa thophys io logy  o f  t h e  s i c k l i n g  p r o c e s s  and 

t o  deve lop  and t e s t  t h e r a p e u t i c  m o d a l i t i e s .  S p e c i f i c  a r e a s  o f  i n t e r e s t  are:  

( a )  c e l l u l a r  sys tems which e x p r e s s  human hemoglobins a t  h igh  l e v e l s ;  ( b )  

sys tems t h a t  a l low long-term p e r f u s i o n  o f  an ima l s  w i t h  s i c k l e d  ce l l s ;  ( c ) 

animal  models which e x p r e s s  h i g h  l e v e l s  o f  t h e  s i c k l e  and o t h e r  human 

hemoglobins;  and ( d )  s t u d i e s  t h a t  l e a d  t o  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  new s t r a i n s  o f  mice 

t h a t  l a c k  endogenous a l p h a  o r  b e t a  c h a i n  s y n t h e s i s .  


The suppor t  mechanism f o r  t h i s  FIVE YEAR program w i l l  b e  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l , 

i n d i v i d u a l  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  g r a n t  ( R 0 1 ) .  Although t h e  f i n a n c i a l  p l a n s  f o r  

f i s ca l  y e a r  1989 i n c l u d e  $ 1 . 8  m i l l i o n  i n  t o t a l  c o s t s  f o r  t h i s  announcement, 

award o f  g r a n t s  pu r suan t  t o  t h i s  RFA is c o n t i n g e n t  upon a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  funds  

f o r  t h i s  pu rpose .  I t  is a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  f o u r  t o  s i x  g r a n t s  w i l l  be awarded 

under  t h e  program e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h i s  announcement. The s p e c i f i c  number t o  be  

funded w i l l ,  however, depend on t h e  meri t  and scope  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n s 

r e c e i v e d  and t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  f u n d s .  


The r equ i r emen t s  and format  f o r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  submi t t ed  i n  r e sponse  t o  t h e  

announcement, and c o p i e s  o f  t h e  RFA, may be  o b t a i n e d  from: 


C h a r l e s  A .  Wells, Ph.D. 

Hea l th  S c i e n t i s t  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  

S i c k l e  Ce l l  D i sease  Branch 

D i v i s i o n  o f  Blood Diseases and Resources  

N a t i o n a l  H e a r t ,  Lung, and Blood I n s t i t u t e  

F e d e r a l  Bu i ld ing ,  Room 504 

Bethesda ,  Maryland 20892 

Telephone:  ( 3 0 1 )  496-6931 
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