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NOTICE OF MEETING - "ETHICAL ISSUES I N  ALCOHOL RESEARCH" 

P.T. 42; K.W. 0404003, 0783005, 0783010 


Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism 


The Research S o c i e t y  on Alcoholism (RSA) and N o r t h e a s t e r n  Ohio U n i v e r s i t i e s  

College o f  Medicine (NEOUCOM) are co-sponsoring a Panel  Discuss ion  on " E t h i c a l  

I s s u e s  i n  Alcohol  Research" t o  be h e l d  June 2,  1988, as a p a r t  o f  t h e  Research 

S o c i e t y  on Alcoholism Meeting a t  Wild Dunes Resor t ,  Char les ton ,  South 

C a r o l i n a ,  June  1-5, 1988. Topics  t o  be addressed  i n c l u d e :  a l c o h o l  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t o  r e s e a r c h  s u b j e c t s  i n c l u d i n g  a l c o h o l i c s ,  a d u l t  c h i l d r e n  o f  

a l c o h o l i c s ,  women and c h i l d r e n ,  p o t e n t i a l  an t ibody t e s t s  f o r  a l c o h o l  abuse and 

o t h e r  t o p i c s .  


For f u r t h e r  in format ion ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t :  


Edward B .  T r u i t t ,  J r . ,  Ph.D. 

Conference Chairman 

N o r t h e a s t e r n  Ohio U n i v e r s i t i e s  

College o f  Medicine 

4209 S t a t e  Route 44 

Rootstown, Ohio 44272 

Telephone: (216)  325-2511, Ext .  1634 


CLARIFICATION OF PAGE LIMITATIONS FOR SUBMISSION OF A GRANT APPLICATION TO PHS 


P.T. 34; K.W.  1014002 


D i v i s i o n  o f  Research Grants  


T h i s  n o t i c e  is t o  c l a r i f y  c e r t a i n  i s s u e s  t h a t  have a r i s e n  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  

page l i m i t a t i o n s  i n  effect  i n  t h e  9/86 v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  Grant A p p l i c a t i o n  Form 

398. P r o j e c t  Grant a p p l i c a t i o n s  submi t ted  t o  PHS must u s e  t h e  9/86 v e r s i o n  o f  

t h i s  form and must adhere  t o  t h e  page l i m i t a t i o n s  d i s c u s s e d  t h e r e i n ,  o r  t h e y 

w i l l  b e  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  wi thout  review.  Furthermore,  t h e  t y p e  s t y l e 

and t y p e  d e n s i t y  used i n  a p p l i c a t i o n s  must be r e a d i l y  l e g i b l e ,  w i t h  t y p e  n o t  

exceeding 1 5  c h a r a c t e r s  p e r  i n c h .  I n  t h e  event  t h a t  t h e  t y p e  used va r i e s  i n  

t h e  number o f  c h a r a c t e r s  p e r  inch ,  ( i . e . ,  a d i f f e r e n t  s p a c i n g  f o r  each 

l e t t e r ) ,  t h e  range  o f  c h a r a c t e r s  p e r  inch  should n o t  exceed 15. P l e a s e  n o t e  

t h a t  it i s  e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  a l l  a s p e c t s  of t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  be r e a d i l y  l e g i b l e  o r  

it w i l l  b e  r e t u r n e d  wi thout  review.  


P l e a s e  a l s o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  20-page l i m i t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  Research P lan  ( S e c t i o n s 

A-D) a p p l i e s  b o t h  t o  new and competing c o n t i n u a t i o n  a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  as w e l l  a s  

t o  a l l  r e v i s e d  a p p l i c a t i o n s .  Graphs, c h a r t s ,  f i g u r e s  and t a b l e s  t h a t  are 

e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  r e s e a r c h  p l a n  m u s t  be inc luded  w i t h i n  t h e  2 0  pages, a l t h o u g h 

supplemental  material can be inc luded  i n  t h e  appendix.  However, t h e  appendix 

should  n o t  be used t o  c i rcumvent  t h e  page l i m i t a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Research P l a n .  

If it is  clear t h a t  t h e  m a t e r i a l  inc luded  i n  t h e  appendix i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  

r e s e a r c h  p l a n ,  and should  t h e r e f o r e  have been i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  Research 

Plan ,  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  w i l l  be  r e t u r n e d  wi thout  review f o r  exceeding t h e  page 

1i m i t a t i o n .  


DATED ANNOUNCEMENTS (RFPs AND RFAs) 


PREPARATION OF HOMOGENEOUS HUMAN PLACENTAL B-GALACTOSIDASE AND HIGH-TITER 

MONOSPECIFIC POLYCLONAL ANTIBODY TO THIS ENZYME 


RFP AVAILABLE: NIH-NINCDS-88-12 


P.T. 34; K.W. 0780005, 0710070 


N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  of Neurologica l  and Communicative D i s o r d e r s  and S t r o k e  


The N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Neurologica l  and Communicative D i s o r d e r s  and S t r o k e  

h a s  a requirement  f o r  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  and d e l i v e r y  o f  p u r i f i e d  human p l a c e n t a l 

B-galac tos idase  and a n t i - B - g a l a c t o s i d a s e  monospecif ic  p o l y c l o n a l  a n t i b o d y .  


O f f e r o r  should  have demonstrated a b i l i t y  i n  p u r i f y i n g  h y d r o l y t i c  enzymes on a 

l a r g e  scale and product ion  of h i g h  t i t e r  monospecif ic  a n t i b o d i e s .  


1 




-- 

T h i s  requirement  is  t o t a l l y  se t  a s i d e  f o r  small b u s i n e s s .  


T h i s  is an  announcement o f  an  a n t i c i p a t e d  Request f o r  P r o p o s a l s . 

RFP-NIH-NINCDS-88-12 w i l l  be  i s s u e d  on o r  about  May 31, 1988, w i t h  a c l o s i n g 

d a t e  f o r  r e c e i p t  o f  proposa:ls set  f o r  J u l y  18, 1988. NINCDS e x p e c t s  t o  make 

one award f o r  t h i s  requi rement .  


To r e c e i v e  a copy o f  t h e  RFP, p l e a s e  supply  t h i s  o f f i c e  w i t h  two 

s e l f - a d d r e s s e d  m a i l i n g  l a b e l s .  A l l  r e s p o n s i b l e  s o u r c e s  may submit a p r o p o s a l 

which w i l l  be  c o n s i d e r e d  by t h e  agency. The RFP w i l l  be  a v a i l a b l e  upon

w r i t t e n  r e q u e s t  t o :  


C o n t r a c t i n g  Officer 

C o n t r a c t s  Management Branch, NINCDS 

N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e s  of  Heal th  

F e d e r a l  Bui ld ing ,  Room 901 

Bethesda, Maryland 20892 


DEVELOPMENT AND EVALUATION OF SAFE METHODS OF INTRACORTICAL AND PERIPHERAL 

NERVE STIMULATION 


RFP AVAILABLE: NIH-NINCDS-88-07 


P.T. 34; K.W. 0740050, 0706040 


N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Neurologica l  and Communicative D i s o r d e r s  and S t r o k e  


The N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Neurologica l  and Communicative D i s o r d e r s  and S t r o k e  

h a s  a requirement  t o  develop n e u r a l  s t i m u l a t i n g  e l e c t r o d e s  and t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  

ef fec ts  o f  e l e c t r i c a l  s t i m u l a t i o n  on n e u r a l  and sur rounding  t i s s u e  i n  

non-human animals .  


O f f e r o r  should  have e x p e r i e n c e  i n  f a b r i c a t i o n  o f  e l e c t r o d e s  f o r  s t i m u l a t i o n  o f  

n e u r a l  t i s s u e  and h i s t o p a t h o l o g i c a l  examinat ion o f  n e u r a l  t i s s u e  w i t h  both  

l i g h t  and e l e c t r o n  microscopy. 


T h i s  requirement  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  r e c o m p e t i t i o n  o f  a c u r r e n t  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  

Huntington Medical Research I n s t i t u t e s  and t h e  incumbent i s  expec ted  t o  

r e a p p l y .  


T h i s  is an  announcement o f  an  a n t i c i p a t e d  Request f o r  P r o p o s a l s . 

RFP-NIH-NINCDS-88-07 w i l l  be  i s s u e d  on o r  about  May 13, 1988, w i t h  a c l o s i n g 

d a t e  f o r  r e c e i p t  o f  p r o p o s a l s  s e t  f o r  J u l y  18, 1988. NINCDS e x p e c t s  t o  make 

one award f o r  t h i s  requi rement .  


To r e c e i v e  a copy o f  t h e  RFP, p l e a s e  supply  t h i s  o f f i c e  w i t h  two 

s e l f - a d d r e s s e d  m a i l i n g  l a b e l s .  A l l  r e s p o n s i b l e  s o u r c e s  may submit a p r o p o s a l 

which w i l l  be c o n s i d e r e d  by t h e  agency. The RFP w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  upon

w r i t t e n  r e q u e s t  t o :  


C o n t r a c t i n g  Officer 

C o n t r a c t s  Management Branch, NINCDS 

N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  Heal th  

F e d e r a l  Bui ld ing ,  Room 901 

Bethesda,  Maryland 20892 


MASTER AGREEMENT FOR CEREBROVASCULAR C L I N I C A L  RESEARCH 


MAA/RFP AVAILABLE: NIH-NINCDS-88-13 


P.T. 34; K.W. 0715200, 07850359 0745055 


N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Neurologica l  Communicative D i s o r d e r s  and S t r o k e  


The N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Neurologica l  and Communicative D i s o r d e r s  and S t r o k e  

(NINCDS) is s e e k i n g  p r o p o s a l s  wi th  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  awarding Master Agreements

(MAS) t o  s o u r c e s  c a p a b l e  o f  performing c l i n i c a l  e v a l u a t i o n s  o f  new 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n a l  forms o f  t h e r a p i e s  and i n t e r v e n t i o n  e f f o r t s  aimed a t  

p r e v e n t i n g  and ( o r )  t r e a t i n g  c e r e b r o v a s c u l a r  d i s e a s e s  i n  a t tempt  a t  reducing 

d i s a b i l i t y  and o p t i m i z i n g  f u n c t i o n a l  r e c o v e r y .  O f f e r r o r s  may q u a l i f y  under 

any number o f  o r  a l l  o f  t h e  6 p r o j e c t  c a t e g o r i e s  l i s t e d  below. R e c i p i e n t s  o f  

MA awards may compete f o r  award under f u t u r e  Ifquick reac t ion l I  MA OrderIRFPs 

f o r  s t u d i e s  i n  t h e  c a t e g o r y ( i e s 1  f o r  which t h e y  r e c e i v e  a MA award. Curren t  

o r  p r e v i o u s  MA h o l d e r s  w i l l  be  r e q u i r e d  t o  compete and r e q u a l i f y  t o  r e c e i v e  an  

award under t h i s  MAA/RFP. 


I' 
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Category I - C l i n i c a l  Research S t u d i e s  on T r a n s i e n t  Ischemic A t t a c k  (TIA) 

Category I1 - C l i n i c a l  Research S t u d i e s  of  Acute Ischemic S t r o k e  

Category I11 - C l i n i c a l  Research S t u d i e s  o f  Genera l ized  C e r e b r a l  Ischemia 

Category I V  - C l i n i c a l  Research S t u d i e s  on I n t r a c r a n i a l  Aneurysms and 
Subarachnoid Hemorrhage 

Category V - C l i n i c a l  Research S t u d i e s  on I n t r a c e r e b r a l  Hemorrhage 

Category V I  - C l i n i c a l  Research S t u d i e s  on Dementia Secondary t o  
Cerebrovascular  Disease 

A MA i s  an  agreement i s s u e d  t o  s o u r c e s  which q u a l i f y  under MAAIRFP 

s o l i c i t a t i o n s  t o  compete f o r  f u t u r e  t a s k s  i s s u e d  under t h e  g e n e r a l  s t u d y  areas 

d e s c r i b e d  i n  a MA. These agreements c o n t a i n  g e n e r a l  terms, c o n d i t i o n s ,  and 

parameters  o f  performance f o r  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  s t u d y  c a t e g o r y ( i e s 1  t h a t  t h e  MA 

h o l d e r  is judged c a p a b l e  o f  having demonstrated t h a t  it h a s  t h e  staff  

e x p e r t i s e ,  c a p a b i l i t y ,  f a c i l i t i e s ,  and access t o  a n  adequate  s t u d y  p o p u l a t i o n  

t o  compete f o r  f u t u r e  MA0 t a s k  requi rements  i s s u e d  under t h e  Cerebrovascular  

C l i n i c a l  Research p r o j e c t .  The agreements w i l l  n o t  c o n t a i n  s p e c i f i c  work 

t a s k s  nor  any funding commitments. 


Competit ion f o r  f u t u r e  MA0 t a s k s  w i l l  be  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  q u a l i f i e d  MA h o l d e r s , 

and s u c c e s s f u l  MA c o m p e t i t o r s  may r e c e i v e  a MA0 award. A MA0 is  a b i l a t e r a l  

c o n t r a c t  o p e r a t i o n a l  addendum t o  a MA. The MA0 o u t l i n e s  t h e  s p e c i f i c 

performance requi rements ,  i n c l u d i n g  a d e t a i l e d  Statement  o f  Work and Del ivery 

Schedule ,  and i n d i c a t e s  t h e  n e g o t i a t e d  funding commitment f o r  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r 

s t u d y  t a s k .  During FY 1989, NINCDS e x p e c t s  t o  award f o u r  (4)MAOs f o r  a t o t a l  

c o s t  o f  approximately $175,000. 


T h i s  is an  announcement o f  an  a n t i c i p a t e d  MAA/RFP. MAA/RFP-NIH-NINCDS-88-13

w i l l  be  i s s u e d  on o r  about  May 31, 1988, with t h e  c l o s i n g  d a t e  f o r  r e c e i p t  o f  

p r o p o s a l s  s e t  f o r  J u l y  18, 1988. A l l  r e s p o n s i b l e  s o u r c e s  may submit a 

p r o p o s a l ,  which w i l l  be  cons idered  by t h i s  Agency. To r e c e i v e  a copy o f  

MAA/RFP, you must supply  t h i s  o f f i c e  w i t h  two s e l f - a d d r e s s e d  m a i l i n g  l a b e l s .  

The MAAIRFP w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  upon w r i t t e n  r e q u e s t  t o :  


C o n t r a c t i n g  Officer 

R e f . :  MAA/RFP-NIH-NINCDS-88-13

C o n t r a c t s  Management Branch, NINCDS 

Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  of  Heal th  

Federa l  B u i l d i n g  Room 901 

7550 Wisconsin Avenue 

Bethesda, Maryland 20892 


PEPTIDE ANTAGONISTS OF LHRH AS GONADOTROPIN INHIBITORS 


RFP AVAILABLE: NICHD-CD-88-15 


P.T. 34; K.W. 0755025, 0760060, 0760035 


N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Chi ld  Heal th  and Human Development 


The C o n t r a c e p t i v e  Development Branch o f  t h e  Center  f o r  Popula t ion  Research, 

NICHD,  is i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s t i m u l a t i n g  f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  t h e  d e s i g n , 

s y n t h e s i s  and t e s t i n g  o f  p e p t i d e  a n t a g o n i s t s  o f  LHRH as gonadotropin 

i n h i b i t o r s .  Such i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  w i l l  a l s o  involve  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  e v a l u a t i o n  

o f  t h e  p e p t i d e s ,  p r e f e r a b l y  by t h e  c o n t r a c t o r .  The Cont racept ive  Development

Branch is prepared ,  however, t o  e v a l u a t e  such p e p t i d e s  i f  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r  i s  

unable  t o  do so. The g o a l  is t o  o b t a i n  LHRH a n t a g o n i s t s  which are more p o t e n t 

t h a n  t h o s e  c u r r e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e  and are devoid o f  h i s t a m i n e  r e l e a s i n g 

p r o p e r t i e s .  Proposa ls  t o  merely c o l l e c t  p e p t i d e s  from v a r i o u s  s o u r c e s  and/or 

only  perform b i o l o g i c a l  a s s a y s  are excluded from c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a t  t h i s  t ime. 


Organiza t ions  must have adequate  f a c i l i t i e s  and c a p a b i l i t i e s  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  

proposed p e p t i d e  program. I t  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  two awards w i l l  be  made 

under t h e  RFP f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  two  years each. 


T h i s  i s  n o t  a r e q u e s t  f o r  p r o p o s a l s .  RFP-NICHD-CD-88-15 w i l l  b e  i s s u e d  on o r  

about  June 10, 1988. Responses t o  t h e  RFP w i l l  be  due approximately 60 days 

t h e r e a f t e r .  Copies o f  t h e  RFP may be o b t a i n e d  by e n c l o s i n g  a s e l f - a d d r e s s e d  

l a b e l  and sending  w r i t t e n  r e q u e s t s  t o  t h e  fo l lowing  a d d r e s s :  




Paul  J .  Duska, C o n t r a c t i n g  Officer 

C o n t r a c t s  Management S e c t i o n ,  OGC 

N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  of Chi ld  Heal th  and Human Development

Execut ive  P l a z a  North,  Room 610 

Bethesda,  Maryland 20892 


INHALATION REPRODUCTIVE TOXICITY TESTING 


RFP CANCELLATION: NIH-ES-88-16 


P.T. 34; K.W. 1007009, 1007002, 1007003, 0775030 


N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Environmental  H e a l t h  S c i e n c e s  


T h i s  p r o j e c t ,  as announced i n  t h e  N I H  Guide f o r  Grants  and C o n t r a c t s ,  Vol.  17,

No. 17, May 6 ,  is  c a n c e l l e d  i n  i ts  e n t i r e t y  due t o  budgetary c o n s t r a i n t s .  


F u r t h e r  in format ion  concern ing  t h e  c a n c e l l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  requirement  should 

r e f e r e n c e  RFP NIH-ES-88-16 and should be forwarded t o :  


N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Environmental  Heal th  S c i e n c e s  

ATTN: E l i z a b e t h  B .  Ford 

C o n t r a c t s  Management Office,  OAM 

79 T.W. Alexander Drive 

4401 Research Commons B u i l d i n g 

P . O .  BOX 12874 

Research T r i a n g l e  Park,  NC 27709 

Telephone: (919)  541-7893 


DEVELOPMENT OF SEROLOGICAL TESTS FOR INVASIVE UREAPLASMA UREALYTICUM 

INFECTIONS 


RFA AVAILABLE: a8-~1-12 


P.T. 34; K.W.  0715125, 0715220, 0755010, 0760045 


N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  A l l e r g y  and I n f e c t i o u s  Diseases 


A p p l i c a t i o n  Rece ip t  Date: J u l y  15, 1988 


BACKGROUND INFORMATION 


The N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  of  A l l e r g y  and I n f e c t i o u s  Diseases ( N I A I D )  s u p p o r t s 

r e s e a r c h  aimed a t  d e c r e a s i n g  g e n i t a l  i n f e c t i o n s  and s e x u a l l y  t r a n s m i t t e d  

d i s e a s e s  t o  i n c l u d e  a d v e r s e  outcomes o f  pregnancy. Toward t h i s  end, N I A I D  

d e s i r e s  t o  expand i t s  suppor t  o f  r e s e a r c h  on Ureaplasma urea ly t icum ( U . U . ) 

i n f e c t i o n s .  


RESEARCH GOALS AND SCOPE 


The N I A I D  i n v i t e s  a p p l i c a t i o n  from i n t e r e s t e d  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  f o r  r e s e a r c h  which 

i n v o l v e s  t h e  development of  monoclonal a n t i b o d i e s  and e p i t o p e  mapping of  U . U .  

t o  i d e n t i f y  s e r o t y p e s  and/or  group a n t i g e n s .  The u l t i m a t e  g o a l  o f  t h i s  

s o l i c i t a t i o n  i s  t o  b e t t e r  c h a r a c t e r i z e  U . U .  a n t i g e n i c a l l y ,  and on t h i s  b a s i s  

t o  develop s p e c i f i c  s e r o l o g i c a l  tests t o  de te rmine  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  U . U .  

w i t h  d i s e a s e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a c u t e  d i s e a s e  o f  t h e  upper female g e n i t a l  t r ac t  

l i n k e d  t o  p r e m a t u r i t y  and ].ow b i r t h  weight .  


MECHANISM OF SUPPORT 


An award w i l l  be  made as a t r a d i t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  g r a n t  ( R o l l . 

U n i v e r s i t i e s ,  medical  c o l l e g e s ,  h o s p i t a l s  and l a b o r a t o r i e s  o r  o t h e r  p u b l i c , 

p r i v a t e ,  o r  f o r  p r o f i t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  are e l i g i b l e .  N I A I D  a n t i c i p a t e s  making 

one o r  two awards f o r  a p r o j e c t  p e r i o d  o f  up t o  f i v e  y e a r s  as a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  

r e q u e s t .  


The i n i t i a l  review f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  and t e c h n i c a l  m e r i t  w i l l  be  made by a review 

group t o  be convened by t h e  Program and P r o j e c t  Review Branch, N I A I D ; 

secondary review w i l l  be  by t h e  N a t i o n a l  Advisory A l l e r g y  and I n f e c t i o u s  

Disease  Counci l .  Funding d e c i s i o n s  w i l l  be  based upon r e l a t i v e  s c i e n t i f i c  

meri t ,  program r e l e v a n c e ,  and t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e d  funds .  


STAFF CONTACT 


A more d e t a i l e d  RFA may be o b t a i n e d  from: 
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Robert  Edelman, M.D.  

Chief ,  C l i n i c a l  and Epidemiological 


S t u d i e s  Branch 

Deputy D i r e c t o r ,  Microbiology and 

I n f e c t i o u s  Diseases Program

N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  A l l e r g y 


and I n f e c t i o u s  Diseases 

B u i l d i n g  31, Room 7A52 

Bethesda, Maryland 20892 

Telephone: (301) 496-5893 


RFA AVAILABLE: 88-AI-05 


P.T. 34; K.W. 0710065, 0710075, 0710030, 0785035 


N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  A l l e r g y  and I n f e c t i o u s  Diseases 


A p p l i c a t i o n  Rece ip t  Date: October 14, 1988 


BACKGROUND INFORMATION 


The C l i n i c a l  Immunology and Immunopathology Branch o f  t h e  Immunology, A l l e r g i c 

and Immunologic Diseases Program (IAIDP) o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  A l l e r g y 

and I n f e c t i o u s  Diseases ( N I A I D )  s u p p o r t s  r e s e a r c h  on humoral, c e l l u l a r  and 

molecular  mechanisms of  immune system f u n c t i o n s  i n  h e a l t h  and d i s e a s e  and t h e  

a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  b a s i c  biomedical  knowledge t o  c l i n i c a l l y  r e l e v a n t  

problems. T h i s  RFA is  in tended  t o  encourage and i n v i t e  t h e  development o f  

program p r o j e c t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  from c o l l a b o r a t i n g  b a s i c  s c i e n c e  r e s e a r c h  and 

c l i n i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  groups concerned wi th  i n t e g r a t e d  s t u d i e s  on 

immunopathogenetic a s p e c t s  and consequences o f  h o s t  d e f e n s e  e s p e c i a l l y 

concerned w i t h  l e u k o c y t e  b i o l o g y  and d i s o r d e r s  o f  n e u t r o p h i l i c  g r a n u l a r 

l e u k o c y t e  d i s o r d e r s .  


RESEARCH GOALS AND SCOPE 


Immune system and r e l a t e d  inflammatory d i s o r d e r s  c o n s t i t u t e  major areas o f  

endeavor under t h e  purview o f  t h e  N I A I D  CIIP Branch. Within t h i s  s p e c i f i c 

r e s e a r c h  area g o a l s  of t h e  program p r o j e c t s  are aimed a t :  1 )  advancing t h e  

unders tanding  o f  c a u s e s  and p a t h o g e n e t i c  mechanisms o f  immune d y s f u n c t i o n s , 

and 2 )  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  an  expanded knowledge b a s e  t h a t  can be a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  

development o f  improved methods o f  d i a g n o s i s ,  t r e a t m e n t  and p r e v e n t i o n  o f  

r e l e v a n t  d i s o r d e r s .  


The d e s i g n  o f  t h e s e  program p r o j e c t s  should  i n c l u d e  s t u d i e s  of  c e r t a i n  a s p e c t s 

of c e l l u l a r  immune r e s p o n s e s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  o r  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  d i s o r d e r s  in 

which a r o l e  f o r  e lements  o r  f u n c t i o n s  of t h e  immune system can be i d e n t i f i e d .  

Broad approaches t o  r e s e a r c h  on immune mechanisms i n  d i s e a s e  may i n c l u d e  

s t u d i e s  concerned w i t h  r e l e v a n t  a r e a s  of g e n e t i c s ,  c e l l u l a r  and molecular  

b i o l o g y ,  b iochemis t ry ,  physiology,  microbiology and pharmacology. Within t h i s  

purview i s  N I A I D ' s  programmatic s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  mechanisms and d i s o r d e r s  

o f  h o s t  d e f e n s e  and t h e i r  inflammatory consequences.  To a c h i e v e  t h i s  g o a l  it 

i s  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  N I A I D  t o  suppor t  m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  and i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  

program p r o j e c t s  designed t o  pursue  p e r t i n e n t  a r e a s  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  S u b j e c t  

areas may range  i n  emphasis from f o c u s  upon t h e  e l u c i d a t i o n  of  b a s i c  a s p e c t s 

o f  n e u t r o p h i l  b i o l o g y  and pathophysiology t o  s t u d i e s  aimed a t  c l i n i c a l  

problems o f  g r a n u l a r  l e u k o c y t e  r e l a t e d  d i s o r d e r s  and t h e  development o f  

improved methods f o r  t h e i r  d i a g n o s i s ,  t r e a t m e n t  and p r e v e n t i o n .  


MECHANISM OF SUPPORT 


Program P r o j e c t  g r a n t s  are awarded t o  an i n s t i t u t i o n  on b e h a l f  o f  a program
d i r e c t o r  f o r  t h e  suppor t  of a b r o a d l y  based, m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  o r  
i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y ,  long-term r e s e a r c h  program which h a s  a s p e c i f i c  major
o b j e c t i v e  o r  b a s i c  theme. A program p r o j e c t  g e n e r a l l y  i n v o l v e s  t h e  organized
e f f o r t s  o f  groups of i n v e s t i g a t o r s  i n  which staff members conduct research 
p r o j e c t s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  program o b j e c t i v e .  The g r a n t  can p r o v i d e  

suppor t  f o r  t h e  p r o j e c t s  and f o r  c e r t a i n  c o r e  r e s o u r c e s  s h a r e d  by i n d i v i d u a l s  

i n  t h e  program where s h a r i n g  f a c i l i t a t e s  t h e  t o t a l  r e s e a r c h  e f f o r t .  Each 

component p r o j e c t  suppor ted  under t h e  program p r o j e c t  g r a n t  is expec ted  t o  

c o n t r i b u t e  and b e  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  common theme o f  t h e  program; t h e y 

should  demonst ra te  an e s s e n t i a l  element o f  u n i t y  and in te rdependence .  A t  

l eas t  two awards are planned f o r  FY 1989. 
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ELIGIBILITY 


ONLY DOMESTIC INSTITUTIONS ARE ELIGIBLE TO APPLY. 


METHOD OF APPLYING 

'W 

A p p l i c a t i o n s  may be  submi t ted  by any domest ic  p u b l i c  o r  p r i v a t e  n o n p r o f i t  o r  

prof i t -making  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  Before  p r e p a r i n g  an  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  t h e  p r o s p e c t i v e 

a p p l i c a n t  should  r e q u e s t  a copy o f  t h e  N I A I D  In fo rma t ion  Brochure on Program

P r o j e c t s  from: 


D r .  N i r m a l  Das 

Execut ive  S e c r e t a r y 

Al le rgy ,  Immunology and T r a n s p l a n t a t i o n 


Research Committee 

Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  A l l e r g y  and 


I n f e c t i o u s  Diseases 

Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  Heal th  

Westwood Bu i ld ing ,  Room 706 

Bethesda,  Maryland 20892 

Telephone: (301)  496-7966 


STAFF CONTACT 


A more d e t a i l e d  RFA may be  ob ta ined  from: 


Robert  A .  Go lds t e in ,  M . D . ,  Ph.D. 

Chie f ,  C l i n i c a l  Immunology and 


Immunopathology Branch, 

Immunology, A l l e r g i c  and Immunologic


Diseases Program

Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  A l l e r g y  and 


I n f e c t i o u s  Diseases 

Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  Hea l th  

Westwood Bu i ld ing ,  Room 757 

Bethesda,  Maryland 20892 

Telephone:  (301)  496-7104 


THE RFA LABEL AVAILABLE I N  THE 9/86 REVISION OF APPLICATION FORM 398 MUST BE 

AFFIXED TO THE BOTTOM OF THE FACE PAGE. FAILURE TO USE THIS LABEL COULD 

RESULT I N  DELAYED PROCESSING OF YOUR APPLICATION SUCH THAT IT  MAY NOT REACH 

THE REVIEW COMMITTEE I N  TIME FOR REVIEW. 


ANIMAL MODELS FOR HUMAN PAPILLOMAVIRUS-ASSOCIATED NEOPLASTIC DISEASES 


RFA AVAILABLE: 88-CA-13 

P.T.  34; K.W. 0755020, 1002045, 0715035 


Nat iona l  Cancer I n s t i t u t e  


A p p l i c a t i o n  Rece ip t  Date: September 15, 1988 


Letter  o f  I n t e n t  Rece ip t  Date: August 15, 1988 


I .  INTRODUCTION 


The B i o l o g i c a l  Ca rc inogenes i s  Branch, D i v i s i o n  o f  Cancer E t io logy ,  Na t iona l  

Cancer I n s t i t u t e  i n v i t e s  g r a n t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  from i n t e r e s t e d  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  t o  

s t u d y  t h e  h o s t  response  mechanisms t h a t  media te  t h e  r e g r e s s i o n  o f  human 

pap i l lomav i rus  (HPV)  a s s o c i a t e d  n e o p l a s t i c  l e s i o n s  u s i n g  e i t h e r  e s t a b l i s h e d  

animal  models o r  new animal  models o f  HPV a s s o c i a t e d  d i s e a s e s .  HPVs are 

s t r o n g l y  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  a v a r i e t y  o f  human a n o g e n i t a l  neoplasms, e . g . , 

c e r v i c a l  d y s p l a s i a s  and carcinomas,  and are a probable  e t i o l o g i c a l  f a c t o r  i n  

t h e i r  development.  S t u d i e s  i n  animal  models l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  development o f  

p r o t o t y p e  v a c c i n e s  t o  p reven t  i n i t i a l  HPV i n f e c t i o n s  o r  t o  induce  t h e  

r e g r e s s i o n  o f  e s t a b l i s h e d  HPV l e s i o n s  a re  encouraged.  Basic s t u d i e s  on t h e  

mechanism o f  p r o g r e s s i o n  o f  g e n i t a l  warts and o t h e r  i n i t i a l l y  benign 

pap i l lomav i rus  l e s i o n s  t o  d y s p l a s i a  and p o s s i b l e  carcinoma u s i n g  animal  models 

are a l s o  welcome. The p r e s e n t  RFA announcement i s  f o r  a s i n g l e  compet i t ion 

wi th  a due d a t e  o f  September 15, 1988, f o r  t h e  r e c e i p t  o f  a p p l i c a t i o n s  and 

August 15, 1988, f o r  t h e  receipt  o f  l e t t e r s  of i n t e n t .  App l i ca t ions  should be  

prepared  and submi t ted  i n  accordance wi th  t h e  aims and requi rements  desc r ibed  

i n  t h e  f u l l  RFA document which may be ob ta ined  from t h e  program d i r e c t o r  i n  

s e c t i o n  I V  below. 
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11. RESEARCH GOALS AND SCOPE 


The major emphasis o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h  t o  be funded under t h i s  RFA is  t h e  
promotion o f  b a s i c  s t u d i e s  on t h e  h o s t  response  mechanisms t h a t  mediate  t h e  
r e g r e s s i o n  o f  HPV a s s o c i a t e d  n e o p l a s t i c  l e s i o n s  u s i n g  e i t h e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  known 
animal models o r  new animal models. S t u d i e s  on t h e  mechanism o f  p r o g r e s s i o n
of t h e  i n i t i a l  HPV i n f e c t i o n  t o  d y s p l a s i a  and carcinoma u s i n g  animal models 
are a l s o  encouraged. The scope o f  t h i s  RFA i n c l u d e s  b o t h  animal 
p a p i l l o m a v i r u s e s  and human p a p i l l o m a v i r u s e s  i n f e c t i o n s  i n  an imals .  
C o l l a b o r a t i v e  p r o j e c t s  which i n c l u d e  molecular ,  c e l l u l a r ,  immunological and 
p a t h o l o g i c a l  a s p e c t s  a r e  s t r o n g l y  encouraged. Examples o f  p e r t i n e n t  s t u d i e s  
(which are n o t  a l l  i n c l u s i v e )  a r e :  1 )  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  o f  
e x p e r i m e n t a l l y  u s e f u l  animal papi l lomavi rus-hos t  systems whose d i s e a s e  p a t t e r n
is similar t o  t h e  p r o g r e s s i o n / r e g r e s s i o n  p r o f i l e  seen  i n  n e o p l a s t i c  human 
d i s e a s e ;  2) i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  o f  animal models t h a t  can be 
i n f e c t e d  w i t h  human p a p i l l o m a v i r u s e s ;  3) c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  mechanisms o f  
p r o g r e s s i o n / r e g r e s s i o n  o f  HPV l e s i o n s  t o  d y s p l a s i a  and carcinoma wi th  
p a r t i c u l a r  emphasis on molecular  p r o c e s s e s  and t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  
humoral and c e l l u l a r  immune responses ;  4) i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  s p e c i f i c  v i r a l  o r  
c e l l u l a r  a n t i g e n s  ( e p i t o p e s )  which mediate  t h e  h o s t  immune response ;  5)
development o f  s p e c i f i c  a n t i b o d i e s  or t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  c y t o t o x i c
T-lymphocyte (CTL)  l i n e s  s p e c i f i c  f o r  HPV a s s o c i a t e d  d y s p l a s t i c  o r  
carcinomatous ce l l s ;  6 )  development o f  p r o t o t y p e  animal/human v a c c i n e s  which 
can p r o t e c t  animal  models from v i r a l  c h a l l e n g e  o r  can induce t h e  r e g r e s s i o n  o f  
e s t a b l i s h e d  l e s i o n s  i n  t h e s e  models; 7) development o f  procedures  t o  
f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  r e g r e s s i o n  o f  d y s p l a s t i c  o r  mal ignant  l e s i o n s  v i a  
immunotherapeutic or chemotherapeut ic  approaches.  

111. MECHANISM OF SUPPORT 


T h i s  RFA w i l l  u s e  t h e  N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  Heal th  ( N I H )  g r a n t - i n - a i d . 

R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  p lanning ,  d i r e c t i o n ,  and e x e c u t i o n  o f  t h e  proposed 

p r o j e c t  w i l l  be  s o l e l y  t h a t  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a n t .  Except as o t h e r w i s e  s t a t e d  i n  

t h i s  RFA, awards w i l l  be  a d m i n i s t e r e d  under PHS g r a n t s  p o l i c y  as s t a t e d  i n  t h e  

P u b l i c  Heal th  S e r v i c e  Grants  P o l i c y  S ta tement ,  DHHS P u b l i c a t i o n  No. (OASH)

82-50,000, r e v i s e d  January  1, 1987. Approximately $1,000,000 i n  t o t a l  c o s t s  

p e r  y e a r  f o r  f i v e  (5) y e a r s  w i l l  be  committed t o  s p e c i f i c a l l y  fund 

a p p l i c a t i o n s  which are submi t ted  i n  response  t o  t h i s  RFA. It is a n t i c i p a t e d 

t h a t  f i v e  t o  s i x  awards w i l l  be  made. T h i s  funding  l e v e l  is dependent on t h e  

r e c e i p t  of  a s u f f i c i e n t  number o f  a p p l i c a t i o n s  o f  h i g h  s c i e n t i f i c  mer i t .  The 

t o t a l  p r o j e c t  p e r i o d  f o r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  submi t ted  i n  response  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  RFA 

should  n o t  exceed f i v e  (5) y e a r s .  The e a r l i e s t  f e a s i b l e  start  d a t e  f o r  t h e  

i n i t i a l  awards w i l l  be  A p r i l  1, 1989. Although t h i s  program i s  provided  f o r  

i n  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  p l a n s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Cancer I n s t i t u t e  ( N C I ) ,  t h e  award o f  

g r a n t s  pursuant  t o  t h i s  RFA is  a l s o  c o n t i n g e n t  upon t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  funds  

f o r  t h i s  purpose.  Non-profi t  and f o r - p r o f i t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  are e l i g i b l e  t o  

a p p l y .  Fore ign  as w e l l  as domest ic  i n s t i t u t i o n s  are e l i g i b l e .  T h i s  RFA i s  a 

one-time s o l i c i t a t i o n .  Genera l ly ,  f u t u r e  u n s o l i c i t e d  competing renewal 

a p p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  compete w i t h  a l l  i n v e s t i g a t o r - i n i t i a t e d  a p p l i c a t i o n s  and 

w i l l  b e  reviewed by a s t a n d i n g  DRG s t u d y  s e c t i o n .  However, should  t h e  N C I  

determine  t h a t  t h e r e  is  a s u f f i c i e n t  c o n t i n u i n g  program need, N C I  may announce 

a r e q u e s t  f o r  renewal a p p l i c a t i o n s .  Only r e c i p i e n t s  of awards under t h i s  RFA 

w i l l  be  e l i g i b l e  t o  apply .  


I V .  INQUIRIES 


A copy of t h e  complete  RFA document d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  r e s e a r c h  g o a l s  and scope, 

t h e  review c r i t e r i a ,  and t h e  method o f  a p p l y i n g  can b e  o b t a i n e d  by c o n t a c t i n g :  


D r .  Alan A .  S c h r e i e r  

Program D i r e c t o r ,  DNA V i r u s  S t u d i e s  I1 

B i o l o g i c a l  Carc inogenes is  Branch 

D i v i s i o n  of Cancer E t i o l o g y 

N a t i o n a l  Cancer . I n s t i t u t e  

Execut ive  P l a z a  North - Room 540 

Bethesda,  Maryland 20892 

Telephone: (301)  496-1953 


Writ ten o r  t e l e p h o n e  i n q u i r i e s  concern ing  t h i s  announcement are encouraged and 

should  be d i r e c t e d  t o  D r .  S c h r e i e r  a t  t h e  above a d d r e s s  and phone number. The 

program director welcomes the o p p o r t u n i t y  to c l a r i f y  any i s s u e s  o r  q u e s t i o n s 

from p o t e n t i a l  a p p l i c a n t s .  
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O N G O I N G  PROGRAM ANNOUNCEMENTS 


GENDER AND A G I N G :  RELATION TO HEALTH AND LONGEVITY 


P.T. 34, CC,  11; 0710010, 0404000, 0413001, 1010013, 0705040, 1002019 'Y' 

N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  on Aging 


INTRODUCTION 


The N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  on Aging ( N I A )  i n v i t e s  q u a l i f i e d  r e s e a r c h e r s  t o  submit 

a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  r e s e a r c h  and r e s e a r c h  t r a i n i n g  on s o c i a l ,  b e h a v i o r a l ,  and 

b i o l o g i c a l  a n t e c e d e n t s  and consequences o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  l i f e  expectancy, 

h e a l t h ,  f u n c t i o n i n g ,  and wel l -being o f  men and women as t h e y  grow o l d .  

S t u d i e s  a r e  sought  which, u n l i k e  t h e  common f o c u s  on e i t h e r  men o r  women 

e x c l u s i v e l y ,  e x t e n d  s c i e n t i f i c  unders tanding  o f  s imi la r i t i es  and d i f f e r e n c e s  

between t h e  s e x e s .  


T h i s  announcement of N I A ' s  s p e c i a l  i n i t i a t i v e  on GENDER AND A G I N G  supplements, 

b u t  does n o t  r e p l a c e ,  N I A ' s  broad announcement on HEALTH AND EFFECTIVE 

FUNCTIONING I N  THE MIDDLE AND LATER YEARS. See N I H  Guide t o  Grants  and 

C o n t r a c t s ,  Vo1.12, No.6, June 17, 1983, pp.  10-15. T h i s  i n i t i a t i v e , 

sponsored by t h e  N I A  Behaviora l  and S o c i a l  Research Program, is  c o o r d i n a t e d  

w i t h  r e l a t e d  emphasis i n  N I A ' s  program i n  Biomedical Research and C l i n i c a l  

Medicine, and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  w i t h  t h e  N I A I N I C H D  Program Announcement on 

MOLECULAR GENETICS OF THE MAMMALIAN SEX CHROMOSOMES AND A G I N G  which f o c u s e s  on 

t h e  genes on t h e  X and Y chromosomes o f  mammals and t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l 

r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  b i o l o g y  o f  ag ing  and t h e  gender gap i n  m o r t a l i t y  (See N I H  

Guide t o  Grants  and C o n t r a c t s ,  Vol.  17,  No. 12,  A p r i l  1 ,  1988) .  The 

i n i t i a t i v e  on GENDER AND A G I N G  is  a l s o  c o o r d i n a t e d  wi th  r e l a t e d  programs i n  

t h e  N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Chi ld  Heal th  and Human Development ( N I C H D )  and i n  

t h e  N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  of Mental Heal th  ( N I M H ) .  


BACKGROUND 


Many s t u d i e s  document, b u t  f e w  a t t e m p t  t o  e x p l a i n ,  t h e  paradox t h a t  today  i n  

t h e  United S t a t e s ,  on t h e  average ,  a t  e v e r y  age women r e p o r t  more i l l n e s s  and 

h e a l t h  care u t i l i z a t i o n  t h a n  men, y e t  l i f e  expectancy is c o n s i s t e n t l y  h i g h e r  

f o r  women t h a n  f o r  men. The c u r r e n t  gender  gap i n  l i f e  expectancy a t  b i r t h  is *el
about  7 y e a r s ;  even a t  age 65, females can expec t  t o  l i v e  on t h e  average 4 
y e a r s  l o n g e r  t h a n  men. A s  a consequence, e l d e r l y  women now outnumber e l d e r l y  
men by t h r e e  t o  two; and, a t  t h e  o l d e s t  a g e s  (85 and o l d e r ) ,  t h e r e  are o n l y  40 
men f o r  e v e r y  100 women, 


Numerous e s t a b l i s h e d  f ac t s  and less  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  hypotheses  have been 

adduced t o  account  f o r  t h e s e  gender  d i f f e r e n c e s .  Genet ic  and i n h e r e n t  

b i o l o g i c a l  f a c t o r s  are c l e a r l y  impor tan t .  Females o u t l i v e  males i n  many

mammalian animal  s p e c i e s .  I n  humans t h e r e  i s  g r e a t e r  f e t a l  wastage i n  males; 

t h e  s e x e s  d i f f e r  i n  immune response ,  neuroendocrine r e g u l a t i o n ,  s e x  hormone 

i n f l u e n c e  on b r a i n  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n ,  and stress as an  e f f e c t o r  o f  m o r t a l i t y . 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  g e n e t i c  and b i o l o g i c a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  i s  markedly 

a f f e c t e d  by s o c i o c u l t u r a l  f a c t o r s ;  e . g . ,  t h e  gender  gap i n  l o n g e v i t y ,  which 

s c a r c e l y  e x i s t e d  i n  C o l o n i a l  A m e r i c a ,  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  c o r r e l a t i v e l y  w i t h  such 

century- long  t r e n d s  a s  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ,  r e d u c t i o n s  i n  f e r t i l i t y  and a s h i f t  

from a c u t e  t o  c h r o n i c  d i s e a s e s .  Given contemporary l i f e s t y l e s  and 

environmental  c o n d i t i o n s ,  men s u f f e r  more t h a n  women from l e t h a l  d i s e a s e s ,  

women more from d i s a b l i n g  c h r o n i c  a i l m e n t s .  While o n l y  a m i n o r i t y  of o l d e r  

people  are f u n c t i o n a l l y  d i s a b l e d ,  among men and women w i t h  s imilar  

d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  it i s  t h e  women who s u r v i v e  l o n g e r .  Older  men and women d i f f e r  

a l s o  i n  b e h a v i o r s  and a t t i t u d e s  a f f e c t i n g  h e a l t h .  They have d i f f e r i n g  r o l e s  

and l i f e s t y l e s  t h a t  i n v o l v e  smoking, e x e r c i s e ,  d i e t ,  and o t h e r  r i s k  f a c t o r s .  

Thus, because 20 y e a r s  ago t h e  incoming c o h o r t s  o f  women f irst  showed 

i n c r e a s e s  i n  smoking fo l lowed by r e d u c t i o n s  i n  smoking i n  subsequent  c o h o r t s  

o f  b o t h  women and men, t h e  gender  gap i n  d e a t h  ra tes  from c a n c e r  h a s  

t e m p o r a r i l y  d e c r e a s e d .  Moreover, women are more l i k e l y  t h a n  men t o  p e r c e i v e 

and act  upon symptoms of  i l l n e s s  when t h e y  o c c u r .  


However, such s c a t t e r e d  f i n d i n g s  l e a v e  a h o s t  o f  impor tan t  q u e s t i o n s 

unanswered. L i t t l e  r e s e a r c h  h a s  provided  d i r e c t  comparisons between males and 

females; o r  examined t h e  s e x - r e l a t e d  i n t e r p l a y  among b i o l o g i c a l ,  s o c i a l ,  and 

b e h a v i o r a l  p r o c e s s e s ;  o r  s p e c i f i e d  t h e  mechanisms connec t ing  t h e s e  p r o c e s s e s . 

N I A ' s  g o a l  i n  i s s u i n g  t h i s  program announcement is  t o  encourage b a s i c  r e s e a r c h  

on: ( 1 )  F a c t o r s  producing t h e  gender  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  l o n g e v i t y  and h e a l t h ;  ( 2 ) 

I m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  f o r  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  f u n c t i o n i n g  and wel l -being -
o f  o l d e r  men v s .  o l d e r  women and f o r  t h e  burden on t h e  h e a l t h  care system; and 
(3)  Consequences o f  i n c r e a s e s  i n  l o n g e v i t y  f o r  a g e - s p e c i f i c  changes i n  h e a l t h  
o f  o l d e r  men v s .  o l d e r  women. 
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SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES 


The N I A  s e e k s  g r a n t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  s t u d y  o f  s p e c i f i c  mechanisms and 

c o n d i t i o n s  a f f e c t i n g  gender  d i f f e r e n c e s  and s imi la r i t i es  i n  s e l e c t e d  a s p e c t s 

o f  h e a l t h  and l o n g e v i t y  i n  t h e  middle  a n d - l a t e r  y e a r s . 


*/ 	
Such a p p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  o f t e n  r e q u i r e  a d a p t a t i o n  t o  gender  comparisons o f  fou r  
g e n e r a l  p r i n c i p l e s  gu id ing  N I A  r e s e a r c h :  ( 1 )  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  i n t e r p l a y  between 
psychosoc ia l  and b iomedica l  ag ing  p r o c e s s e s ;  (2) t h e  i n t e r r e l a t e d n e s s  o f  o l d  
age  wi th  g e n e t i c  p r e d i s p o s i t i o n s  and accumulated e a r l y - l i f e  expe r i ence
(sometimes i n v o l v i n g  cohor t  comparisons o f  l i f e - c o u r s e  p a t t e r n s ) ;  ( 3 )  t h e  
s o c i a l ,  c u l t u r a l ,  and i n d i v i d u a l  v a r i a b i l i t y  of ag ing;  and (4) t h e  p o t e n t i a l
f o r  d e l i b e r a t e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  t o  op t imize  h e a l t h  and wel l -be ing  o f  o l d e r  people
o f  bo th  s e x e s .  P a r t i c u l a r  emphasis i s  p laced  on s t u d i e s  i n  such s p e c i a l
p o p u l a t i o n s  a s  t h e  o l d e s t  o l d ,  r a c i a l  and e t h n i c  m i n o r i t i e s ,  t h o s e  wi th  low 
income o r  l i t t l e  educa t ion ,  and t h o s e  l i v i n g  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s .  ( I t  i s  now N I H  
p o l i c y  t h a t ,  i f  women o r  m i n o r i t i e s  a r e  n o t  i nc luded  i n  a g iven  s t u d y ,  a clear 
r a t i o n a l e  f o r  t h i s  e x c l u s i o n  must be p r o v i d e d . )  

The f o l l o w i n g  t o p i c s  are i l l u s t r a t i v e  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  r e s e a r c h  areas and 

q u e s t i o n s .  However, a p p l i c a t i o n s  need n o t  be l i m i t e d  t o  t h e s e  i s s u e s .  

Proposa l s  t o  s t u d y  e i t h e r  humans o r  an imals  are welcome. Accepted referral  

g u i d e l i n e s  w i l l  be  fo l lowed i n  a s s i g n i n g  p a r t i c u l a r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  t o  N I A  o r  t o  

o t h e r  I n s t i t u t e s .  


DEMOGRAPHIC AND EPIDEMIOLOGICAL ASPECTS 


o 	 What a r e  t h e  a g e - r e l a t e d  p o p u l a t i o n  p a t t e r n s  o f  gender  d i f f e r e n c e s  

i n  m o r t a l i t y ,  morb id i ty ,  co-morbidi ty  and f u n c t i o n i n g ?  How do 

t h e s e  gender  p a t t e r n s  r e l a t e  t o  rac ia l ,  e t h n i c ,  socioeconomic, and 

o t h e r  p o p u l a t i o n  p a t t e r n s ?  


o 	 What h i s t o r i c a l  changes have occur red  i n  t h e s e  gender  p a t t e r n s ? 

How do gender  p a t t e r n s  va ry  c r o s s - n a t i o n a l l y  and c r o s s - c u l t u r a l l y ?  


o 	 What major s o c i a l ,  economic, and c u l t u r a l  t r e n d s  are a s s o c i a t e d  
wi th  changes and v a r i a t i o n s  i n  gender  p a t t e r n s ?  e . g . ,  what are t h e  
i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  d rama t i c  rise i n  l o n g e v i t y  o f  b l a c k  females ,  so 
t h a t  sex,  r a t h e r  t h a n  r a c e ,  is now t h e  more impor tan t  f a c t o r  i n  
s u r v i v a l ?  

o 	 What models are most e f f e c t i v e  i n  f o r e c a s t i n g  f u t u r e  t r e n d s  i n  

g e n d e r - d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  l i f e  expec tancy  as we l l  as a c t i v e  and 

d i s a b l e d  l i f e  e x p e c t a n c i e s ?  


o 	 Is t h e r e  any ev idence  o f  a d i f f e r e n t i a l  compression o r  expans ion  o f  

morb id i ty  f o r  men v s .  women? 


GENETIC AND PHYSIOLOGICAL ASPECTS 


o 	 To what e x t e n t  do g e n d e r - s p e c i f i c  g e n e t i c  p r e d i s p o s i t i o n s  o r  

hormonal mechanisms create an i n n a t e  female advantage o r  male 

d i sadvana tage  i n  s u r v i v o r s h i p  and p r o t e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  p a r t i c u l a r 

d e g e n e r a t i v e  d i s e a s e s ?  


o 	 How do d i f f e r e n c e s  between t h e  s e x e s  i n  immune r e sponse , 

neuroendocr ine  r e g u l a t i o n ,  s e x  hormone i n f l u e n c e  on b r a i n  

d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n ,  and stress response  produce gender  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  

i n  h e a l t h  and l o n g e v i t y ?  


o 	 How are gender  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  morb id i ty  and m o r t a l i t y  r e l a t e d  t o  

p h y s i o l o g i c a l  v u l n e r a b i l i t i e s  t o  envi ronmenta l  h a z a r d s  ( e . g . , 

c i g a r e t t e  smoke, occupa t iona l  ca rc inogens ,  dangers  from d e s i g n  o f  

housing o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  sys t ems)?  


PYSCHOLOGICAL CHARACTERISTICS 


o 	 Do o l d e r  men and women d i f f e r  i n  memory, l e a r n i n g ,  o r  o t h e r  a s p e c t s 

o f  c o g n i t i v e  f u n c t i o n i n g ?  I n  sensory-motor performance? I n  t h e  

f i t  between person  and environment? 


o 	 A r e  s p a t i a l  a b i l i t i e s  and s k i l l s  compara t ive ly  well main ta ined  by

o l d e r  men, wh i l e  v e r b a l  a b i l i t i e s  and s k i l l  are compara t ive ly  w e l l  

mainta ined  by o l d e r  women? 


o 	 Do o l d e r  men and women d i f f e r  i n  s e n s e  o f  s e l f - e f f i c a c y , 

se l f - e s t eem,  o r  optimism? Do t h e y  d i f f e r  i n  psycho log ica l  
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r e sponses  t o  c h r o n i c  or p e r s i s t e n t l y  s t r e s s f u l  s i t u a t i o n s ?  I n  

a b i l i t y  t o  adap t  to bereavement o r  r e t i r e m e n t ?  


o 	 A r e  t h e r e  soc ia l - emot iona l  d i f f e r e n c e s  between o l d e r  women and 
men--differences i n  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  a f f e c t ,  ease o f  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  

'tcommunication, o r  tendency t o  form i n t i m a t e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ?  

ILLNESS BEHAVIORS AND ATTITUDES 


o 	 HOW do women and men d i f f e r  i n  symptom r e c o g n i t i o n ,  assessment  o f  
symptom s e v e r i t y ,  r e a d i n e s s  t o  t a k e  c u r a t i v e  or p r e v e n t i v e  h e a l t h  
a c t i o n s ,  and tendency  t o  r e p o r t  symptoms t h a t  a c t u a l l y  e x i s t ?  

o 	 A s  pr imary c a r e  g i v e r s  i n  f ami ly  h e a l t h  m a t t e r s ,  are women more 

knowledgeable about  a p p r o p r i a t e  forms and s o u r c e s  o f  c a r e ?  


o 	 What gender  d i f f e r e n c e s  e x i s t  i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between o l d e r  people 

and t h e i r  p h y s i c i a n s  o r  o t h e r  c a r e - g i v e r s ?  


o 	 A r e  t h e r e  s y s t e m a t i c  d i f f e r e n c e s  between o l d e r  men and women i n  

r i s k - t a k i n g  behav io r?  I n  s u s c e p t i b i l i t y  t o  a c c i d e n t a l  i n j u r i e s 

( such  as f a l l s  o r  au tomobi le  a c c i d e n t s ) ?  


o 	 What accoun t s  f o r  t h e  h i g h e r  r a t e s  o f  s u i c i d e  among men t h a n  women 

a t  t h e  o l d e s t  ages  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ?  


SOCIAL ROLES 


o 	 HOW do t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n s  and b e h a v i o r s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  gender  r o l e s  

a f f e c t  h e a l t h  mai.ntenance or r e s u l t  i n  d i f f e r e n t i a l  exposure  t o  

h e a l t h  risks th roughout  t h e  l i f e  c o u r s e ?  


o 	 What can be l e a r n e d  from a n a l y s i s  o f  l a r g e  d a t a  se ts  about  t h e  

d i v e r g e n t  l a b o r  f o r c e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  o l d e r  men and women? About 

how women's heal t :h ,  i n  comparison wi th  men's, responds  t o  t h e  d u a l  

r o l e  demands o f  homemaking and l a b o r  f o r c e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ?  To t h e  

added r o l e  o f  c a r e t a k e r  f r e q u e n t l y  expe r i enced  i n  many

m u l t i - g e n e r a t i o n  families? To l i v i n g  e n t i r e l y  a l o n e ?  


uw
o 	 Are t h e r e  ev idences  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  r o l e  s i m i l a r i t y  between t h e  s e x e s  

wi th  advancing age?  Of i n c r e a s i n g  androgyny ( i . e . ,  o f  o l d e r  
i n d i v i d u a l s  combining bo th  male and female c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ) ?  

o 	 What a r e  t h e  consequences f o r  o l d e r  men and women o f  t h e  gender 

d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  h e a l t h  and l o n g e v i t y  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o :  f ami ly 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  l i v i n g  a r rangements ,  and s o c i a l  networks? 

Occupat iona l  openings  f o r  o l d e r  workers? Hea l th  care and h e a l t h  

care sys tems?  


o 	 How do impoverishment and o t h e r  economic f a c t o r s  affect  t h e  h e a l t h  
and h e a l t h  care o f  women v s .  men i n  o l d  age?  

INTERACTION OF BIOLOGICAL, BEHAVIORAL AND SOCIAL FACTORS 


o 	 A r e  t h e r e  gender  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  impact of p sychosoc ia l  f a c t o r s  
( e . g .  s o c i a l  s u p p o r t s  and s t r e s s )  on immune f u n c t i o n i n g  and h e a l t h  
outcomes? 

o 	 How do o l d e r  men and women d i f f e r  i n  o b e s i t y  and body composi t ion, 

e a t i n g  behav io r s ,  or t h e  s a l i e n c e  o f  body-image as a f a c t o r  i n  

n u t r i t i o n ?  How do r a c e  and e t h n i c i t y  affect  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s ?  


o 	 How does  gender  a f f e c t  t h e  l i n k a g e s  among r i s k - t a k i n g  behav io r s , 

s p e c i f i c  d i s e a s e s ,  and f u n c t i o n a l  outcomes? 


APPLICATION AND REVIEW PROCEDURES 


Research p r o j e c t  g r a n t  (Ro l l  a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  f e l l o w s h i p s  (F32, F331, and

r e s e a r c h  c a r e e r  development awards (KO41 w i l l  be reviewed f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  and 

t e c h n i c a l  merit by an a p p r o p r i a t e  s tudy  s e c t i o n  i n  t h e  Div i s ion  of Research 

Gran t s .  A l l  o t h e r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  be reviewed by an a p p r o p r i a t e  review 

group i n  N I A .  Secondary review w i l l  be by t h e  Na t iona l  Advisory Council on 

Aging. 


A p p l i c a t i o n s  compete on t h e  b a s i s  of s c i e n t i f i c  m e r i t  wi th  a l l  o t h e r  

a p p l i c a t i o n s  b e f o r e  t h e  N I A .  The review c r i t e r i a  a r e  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

c o n s i d e r a t  i o n s  unde r ly ing  s c i e n t  i f i c  m e r i t .  
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Researchers  c o n s i d e r i n g  an a p p l i c a t i o n  i n  r e sponse  t o  t h i s  announcement are 

s t r o n g l y  encouraged t o  d i s c u s s  t h e i r  p r o j e c t ,  and t h e  range  o f  g r a n t 

mechanisms a v a i l a b l e ,  w i th  N I A  s ta f f  i n  advance o f  formal  submiss ion .  Th i s  

can be done e i t h e r  th rough a t e l ephone  c o n v e r s a t i o n  o r  th rough a b r i e f  l e t te r  

o f  i n t e n t  g i v i n g  t h e  d e s c r i p t i v e  t i t l e  o f  t h e  proposed p r o j e c t  and i d e n t i f y i n g  


~ 1 , ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r  and, when known, o t h e r  key p a r t i c i p a n t s .  

App l i can t s  should  u s e  t h e  r e g u l a r  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  and program p r o j e c t  g r a n t
a p p l i c a t i o n  form (PHS 398 Rev. 9 /86 ) ,  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t ' s
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  A p p l i c a t i o n  Con t ro l  O f f i c e  o r  from t h e  Office o f  Gran t s  
I n q u i r i e s ,  D i v i s i o n  o f  Research Grants ,  N I H  ( s e e  a d d r e s s  be low) .  I n  o r d e r  t o  
e x p e d i t e  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  form's  r o u t i n g  w i t h i n  N I H ,  p l e a s e  ( 1 )  check t h e  box 
on t h e  f a c e  s h e e t  of t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  your p roposa l  is  i n  
response  t o  t h i s  announcement and p r i n t  ( n e x t  t o  t h e  checked box) N I A :  GENDER 
AND A G I N G .  I n  a s s i g n i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n s  t o  N I A  o r  o t h e r  I n s t i t u t e s ,  accep ted
r e f e r r a l  g u i d e l i n e s  w i l l  be  fo l lowed.  

Mai l . the  cover  l e t te r  and t h e  completed a p p l i c a t i o n  ( w i t h  6 c o p i e s )  t o :  


D i v i s i o n  o f  Research Grants  

Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  Hea l th  

Westwood Bu i ld ing ,  Room 240 

Bethesda,  Maryland 20892x36 

Telephone: (301)  496-7441 


Receip t  d a t e s  f o r  t h e  Research P r o j e c t  Grant ,  t h e  Research Program P r o j e c t
Grant and t h e  F i r s t  Independent  Research Support  and T r a n s i t i o n  Award 
a p p l i c a t i o n s  are February  I ,  June  1,  and October 1; t h o s e  f o r  t h e  Na t iona l  
Research S e r v i c e  Awards a p p l i c a t i o n s  are Janua ry  1 0 ,  May 1 0 ,  and September 1 0 .  

Correspondence and i n q u i r i e s  should  be d i r e c t e d  t o :  


Gender and Aging

Behaviora l  and S o c i a l  Research 

Bui ld ing  3 1 C ,  Room 5C32 

Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  on Aging

Bethesda,  Maryland 20892 

Telephone: ( 3 0 1 )  496-3136 


Gender and Aging

Biomedical Research and C l in i ca l  Medicine 

Bui ld ing  3 1 C ,  Room 5C21 

Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  on Aging

Bethesda,  Maryland 20892 

Telephone: ( 3 0 1 )  496-6402 


This  program i s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  Ca ta log  o f  Fede ra l  Domestic A s s i s t a n c e  No. 

13.866, Aging Research .  Awards w i l l  be  made under  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  

Hea l th  S e r v i c e  A c t ,  T i t l e  111, S e c t i o n  301 ( P u b l i c  Law 7 8 - 4 1 0 ,  as amended; 42 

USC 241) and admin i s t e red  under  PHS g r a n t  p o l i c i e s  and Federa l  Regu la t ions  42 

CFR P a r t  52 and 45 CFR P a r t  74. T h i s  program is n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  Hea l th  Systems 

Agency rev iew.  
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