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DATED ANNOUNCEMENTS (RFPs AND RFAs AVAILABLE) 

BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH SUPPORT GRANT APPLICATIONS FOR FISCAL YEAR 1987 

P . T .  34; K . W .  0710030, 1014002 

Divis ion  o f  Research Resources 

Appl ica t ion  Receipt  Date:  January 2, 1987 

BACKGROUND 

The Biomedical Research Support Grant (BRSG) Program is designed t o  provide funds t o  
e l i g i b l e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  ( i . e . ,  those  heav i ly  engaged i n  h e a l t h - r e l a t e d  r e sea rch )  t o  
s t r eng then  t h e i r  programs by al lowing f l e x i b i l i t y  t o  meet emerging o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  
research;  t o  explore  new and unorthodox ideas ;  and t o  use t h e s e  r e sea rch  funds i n  
ways and f o r  purposes which, i n  t h e  judgment o f  t h e  g ran tee  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  would 
c o n t r i b u t e  most e f f e c t i v e l y  t o  t h e  fu r the rance  of  t h e i r  r e sea rch  program. 

ELIGIBILITY 

Awards are made t o  non-profi t  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  no t  d i r e c t l y  t o  ind iv idua l  
i n v e s t i g a t o r s .  Health p ro fes s iona l  schools ,  o the r  academic i n s t i t u t i o n ,  h o s p i t a l s ,
s ta te  and municipal h e a l t h  agencies ,  and r e sea rch  o rgan iza t ions  may apply,  i f  dur ing
FY 1986 (October 1, 1985 through September 30, 19861, t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  was awarded a 
minimum of  t h r e e  a l lowable  PHS biomedical o r  hea l th - r e l a t ed  behaviora l  r e sea rch  
g r a n t s  and/or coopera t ive  agreements, t o t a l i n g  $200,000 ( inc lud ing  d i r e c t  and 
i n d i r e c t  c o s t s ) .  Federal  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  f o r e i g n  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and profit-making
i n s t i t u t i o n s  are not  e l i g i b l e  . 
NOTE: Other academic inc ludes ,  as a s i n g l e  e l i g i b l e  component, a l l  o t h e r  schools ,
departments,  c o l l e g e s  and free-s tanding i n s t i t u t e s  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  except  t h e  
h e a l t h  p ro fes s iona l  schools .  

AWARD CONDITIONS 

The BRSG award is  f o r  one year  with e l i g i b i l i t y  determined annual ly .  The start  d a t e  
is  A p r i l  1. Awards are cont ingent  upon t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of  funds.  

The amount o f  each BRSG award is  based upon a formula t h a t  i s  app l i ed  t o  t h e  t o t a l  
of  d i r e c t  and i n d i r e c t  c o s t s  awarded f o r  a l lowable PHS re sea rch  g r a n t s .  

METHOD OF APPLYING 

BRSG a p p l i c a t i o n  k i t s  (Form NIH-147-1) w i l l  be mailed on o r  about November 26 t o  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h a t ,  according t o  N I H  records ,  are e l i g i b l e  t o  apply  f o r  a BRSG. 


Completed BRSG a p p l i c a t i o n s  must  be rece ived  by January 2, 1987. 


If an i n s t i t u t i o n  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  it is  e l i g i b l e  and has  not  rece ived  an a p p l i c a t i o n 

kit by D e c e m b e r  5 ,  1986, please submi t  a l e t t e r  of reques t  t o :  


M r s .  G i l d a  P o l l e t t o  

Grants  Management S p e c i a l i s t 

Off ice  of Grants and Cont rac ts  Management

Divis ion  of Research Resources 

National  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  Health 

Building 31, Room 5B32 

9000 Rockvil le  Pike 

Bethesda, Maryland 20892 


This  program is descr ibed  i n  t h e  Catalog o f  Federal  Domestic Ass is tance ,  No. 13.337, 

Biomedical Research Support .  Grants w i l l  be awarded under t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  

Publ ic  Health Serv ice  Act, Sec t ion  301 ( a I ( 3 ) ;  Publ ic  Law 86-798, (42 USC 241) and 

adminis tered under PHS g ran t  p o l i c i e s  and Federa l  Regulat ions 45 CFR P a r t  74 and t h e  

Biomedical Research Support Grant Information Statement and Adminis t ra t ive 

Guidel ines .  This  program is not  sub jec t  t o  t h e  intergovernmental  review 

requirements  of t h e  Executive Order 12372 or Health Systems Agency review. 
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MEDICAL INFORMATICS RESEARCH T R A I N I N G  

RFA AVAILABLE: 87-LM-01 

P.T. 44; K.W. 1004017, 1004008p 1004020 

Nat iona l  Library  o f  Medicine c-* 
Appl ica t ion  Receipt Date: January 20, 1987 

The Nat ional  Library  o f  Medicine (NLM) announces t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of a Request f o r  
Appl ica t ions  (RFA) on t h e  above s u b j e c t .  Awards w i l l  be made f o r  a per iod  of  up t o  
f i v e  yea r s .  

The main purpose o f  t h i s  t r a i n i n g  g ran t  program is t o  he lp  meet a growing need f o r  
q u a l i f i e d ,  t a l e n t e d  i n v e s t i g a t o r s ,  wel l  equipped t o  address  fundamental i s s u e s  i n  
t h e  use  o f  computers and automated information systems i n  h e a l t h  care, h e a l t h  
p ro fes s ions  educat ion,  and biomedical r e sea rch .  These i n v e s t i g a t o r s  w i l l  c o n t r i b u t e  
t o  t h e  growth of  s c i ence  by t h e i r  s t u d i e s  of  knowledge management and by advancing
t h e  f r o n t i e r s  o f  t h e  computer s c i ences  f o r  organizing,  r e t r i e v i n g ,  and u t i l i z i n g
h e a l t h  knowledge. It is a l s o  intended t o  f o s t e r  Medical Informat ics  a s  a growing
d i s c i p l i n e  with an appropr i a t e  p l ace  i n  academic medicine. It is  expected t h a t  
t r a i n e e s  w i l l  become ab le ,  c ros s -d i sc ip l ina ry  t r a n s l a t o r s ,  t a k i n g  t h e  computer
sc i ences  t o  all of medicine.  

I t  is expected t h a t  fou r  t o  s i x  awards w i l l  be made; however, ac tua l  award of g r a n t s
is n e c e s s a r i l y  cont ingent  upon r e c e i p t  o f  funds appropr ia ted  f o r  t h i s  purpose.
These awards are au thor ized  by t h e  Medical Library  Ass is tance  A c t  and are no t  a p a r t
o f  t h e  Nat ional  Research Serv ice  Awards Program of  t h e  Publ ic  Heal th  Serv ice .  

TIMETABLE 

Let ter  of I n t e n t :  December 15, 1986 

Appl ica t ion  Receipt Date: January 20, 1987 

Technical  Review: A p r i l  1987 

Board o f  Regents Review: May 1987 

Award Date: J u l y  1 ,  1987 


INQUIRIES 


I n q u i r i e s  concerning t h i s  program and r eques t s  f o r  copies  of  t h e  RFA should be 
t W  addressed t o :  

Roger W .  Dahlen, Ph.D. 

Chief ,  Biomedical Information Support Branch 

Extramural Programs

National  Library  o f  Medicine 

Bethesda, Maryland 20894 


! Telephone: (301) 496-4221 

STRENGTH OF MOTIVATION AND FERTILITY-RELATED BEHAVIOR 

RFA AVAILABLE: 87-HD-03 

P.T.  34; K.W. 0413002, 0404000, 0414000, 0750020, 0730010 

Nat ional  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Child Heal th  and Human Development 

Appl ica t ion  Receipt Date: March 31, 1987 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The Demographic and Behavioral  Sciences Branch (DBSB), Center f o r  Populat ion
Research ( C P R ) ,  Nat ional  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Chi ld  Health and Human Development ( N I C H D ) ,  
suppor t s  r e sea rch  on t h e  an tecedents  and consequences o f  f e r t i l i t y  and f e r t i l i t y
r e g u l a t i o n .  This  RFA i n v i t e s  s c i e n t i s t s  t o  submit g ran t  app l i ca t ions  f o r  t h e  
support  o f  b a s i c  psychological  research  on t h e  s t r e n g t h  of  motivat ion f o r  
f e r t i l i t y - r e l a t e d  behavior and t h e  subsequent impact of changes i n  s t r e n g t h  o f  
motivat ion on f e r t i l i t y - r e l a t e d  behavior .  

Despi te  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of  safe, effective contraceptives, h a l f  of a l l  pregnancies  
are regarded as unintended, and h a l f  of  t h e s e  end i n  abor t ion .  The number o f  
out-of-wedlock pregnancies  cont inues  t o  inc rease ,  and t h e  t iming o f  marr iages  and cb i r t h s  is o f t e n  t h e  r e s u l t  more o f  "accident"  than planning.  Research has  been

b v  	underway f o r  some time on motivat ion f o r  f e r t i l i t y - r e l a t e d  behavior ,  inc luding
s t u d i e s  of t h e  r e l a t e d  decision-making process .  However, very l i t t l e  r e sea rch  !ias 



been done t o  d a t e  with emphasis on s t r e n g t h  r a t h e r  t han  type  of  motivat ion,  even 
though s t r e n g t h  r a t h e r  than  type  may a c t u a l l y  be more important i n  determining
behavior .  

Research on t h i s  t o p i c  is u rgen t ly  needed i n  o rde r  t o  understand and p r e d i c t  t h e  
demand f o r  family planning s e r v i c e s  which inc lude  counsel ing on cont racept ion ,  and 
t rea tment  of i n f e r t i l i t y  and problems i n  conceiving.  I n  add i t ion ,  t h e  r e sea rch  is 
needed t o  understand and p r e d i c t  behavior concerning spacing,  t iming  and number of  
pregnancies  and b i r t h s ,  and both t h e  use-ef fec t iveness  o f  e x i s t i n g  con t r acep t ives
and t h e  p o t e n t i a l  a c c e p t a b i l i t y  o f  new con t racep t ives  o r  o t h e r  means o f  c o n t r o l l i n g
f e r t i l i t y  . 
RESEARCH GOALS AND SCOPE 

Research a p p l i c a t i o n s  are i n v i t e d  t o  address :  

1 	 Measurement and a n a l y s i s  of s t r e n g t h  o f  motivat ion f o r  f e r t i l i t y - r e l a t e d
behavior .  

Th i s  area could inc lude  theory-bui lding research ,  s t u d i e s  aimed a t  developing
and/or improving methodology f o r  t h e  measurement o f  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  mot iva t ion  
and measurement o f  r e l a t i v e  s t r e n g t h s  o f  motivat ion f o r  f e r t i l i t y - r e l a t e d
behavior .  

While it is a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  most proposa ls  f o r  t h i s  RFA w i l l  be b a s i c ,
psychological ,  in-depth,  t heo re t i ca l ly -based ,  empir ica l  r e sea rch ,  some h ighly
experienced i n v e s t i g a t o r s  might submit proposa ls  which do no t  n e c e s s a r i l y
inc lude  e m p i r i c a l  research ,  but  which could c o n s i s t  of  a s e l e c t i v e ,  a n a l y t i c a l
review o f  p e r t i n e n t  l i t e r a t u r e  and a r e s u l t i n g  well-reasoned paper c l e a r l y
s t a t i n g  t h e o r e t i c a l  i s s u e s  and conc i se ly  p o s t u l a t i n g  a reworked theo ry  o r  a 
new t h e o r e t i c a l  approach which would be of use t o  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  doing r e sea rch  
on t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between s t r e n g t h  o f  motivat ion and f e r t i l i t y - r e l a t e d
behavior .  

S t u d i e s  which focus  e n t i r e l y  o r  f o r  t h e  most p a r t  on improving methodology f o r  
measurement o f  s t r e n g t h  of  motivat ion andlor  changes i n  s t r e n g t h  o f  motivat ion 
f o r  f e r t i l i t y - r e l a t e d  behavior,  would be appropr i a t e  i n  response t o  t h i s  RFA. 
Proposals  t o  use  case  h i s t o r i e s  a lone ,  o r  simply t o  do a l i t e r a t u r e  review,
would no t  be appropr i a t e .  Research teams must inc lude  research-or ien ted  
psychologis t s .  

2 	 I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and measurement of  f a c t o r s  which affect  s t r e n g t h  o f  
motivat ion f o r  f e r t i l i t y - r e l a t e d  behavior .  

I n v e s t i g a t o r s  may propose t o  i d e n t i f y  and measure medical, demographic,
phys i ca l ,  s o c i a l ,  economic, p o l i t i c a l ,  c u l t u r a l ,  s e r v i c e  d e l i v e r y  system,
phys ica l  environmental ,  geographic,  and o the r  f a c t o r s  which may affect  o r  be 
r e l a t e d  t o  s t r e n g t h  of  motivat ion f o r  f e r t i l i t y - r e l a t e d  behavior .  

3 	 Analysis  o f  how f e r t i l i t y - r e l a t e d  behavior changes as s t r e n g t h  o f  mot iva t ion  
changes. 

I n v e s t i g a t o r s  might be concerned he re  with one o r  more a s p e c t s  of  how such 
s p e c i f i c  f e r t i l i t y - r e l a t e d  behavior as con t r acep t ive  choice ,  a c c e p t a b i l i t y  o f  
new con t racep t ives ,  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  and cons is tency  of  con t r acep t ive  use ,  number 
of  c h i l d r e n  borne,  t iming and spacing of b i r t h s ,  dec i s ions  f o r  s t e r i l i z a t i o n ,
adopt ing out  of  o f f sp r ing ,  abor t ion ,  and medical c a r e  sought t o  a i d  i n  
conception, are a f f e c t e d  by changes i n  s t r e n g t h  o f  mot iva t ion .  

I n v e s t i g a t o r s  are encouraged t o  propose research  on va r ious  p a r t s  o r  
combinations of  t h e  research  i s s u e s  d iscussed  above. It is not  necessary  t o  
propose r e sea rch  on every r e sea rch  a r e a  given above. For in s t ance ,  a p r o j e c t
could be reasonable  i n  scope which d e a l t  with an i s s u e  such as how a change i n  
s t r e n g t h  o f  motivat ion a f f e c t s  a c c e p t a b i l i t y  o f  a new con t racep t ive .  Another 
example could be t o  s tudy how age, sex ,  socioeconomic s t a t u s ,  e t h n i c  group,
m a r i t a l  s t a t u s ,  and f e r t i l i t y  h i s t o r y  a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  s t r e n g t h  of  motivat ion 
f o r  e f f e c t i v e  use o f  con t r acep t ives .  Thus, s c i e n t i s t s  submi t t ing  proposa ls  i n  
response t o  t h i s  RFA may choose from a wide v a r i e t y  of t o p i c s  and a generous
breadth  of  scope so long a s  every proposal  is wel l  based i n  theo ry  and c l e a r l y
concerned with s t r e n g t h  of  motivat ion f o r  f e r t i l i t y - r e l a t e d  behavior .  

MECHANISM OF SUPPORT 

Support f o r  t h i s  program w i l l  be through t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  r e sea rch  g r a n t .  P o l i c i e s  
, 	 t h a t  govern r e sea rch  g ran t  programs of  t h e  Nat ional  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  Heal th  w i l l  

p r e v a i l .  
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APPLICATION AND REVIEW PROCEDURE 

App l i ca t ions  submit ted i n  response t o  t h i s  RFA w i l l  be  reviewed f o r  s c i en t i f i c  merit 
by an i n i t i a l  review group which w i l l  be convened by t h e  S c i e n t i f i c  Review Program
of t h e  Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Chi ld  Heal th  and Human Development t o  review only  t h e s e  
a p p l i c a t i o n s .  

The f a c t o r s  t o  be used i n  eva lua t ing  t h e  s c i en t i f i c  merit of each a p p l i c a t i o n  w i l l  
inc lude  o r i g i n a l i t y  o f  t h e  proposed r e sea rch  and o r i g i n a l i t y  of approach; q u a l i t y  of 
t heo re t i ca l - concep tua l  framework; adequacy of r e sea rch  design; appropr i a t eness  of 
d a t a  a n a l y s i s  techniques ;  s u i t a b i l i t y  of f ac i l i t i e s ;  t r a i n i n g ,  experience,  and 
re sea rch  competence o f  i n v e s t i g a t o r s ;  and soundness o f  proposed budget.  These 
c r i t e r i a  w i l l  be  used t o  eva lua te  each a p p l i c a t i o n  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  g o a l s  o f  t h e  
s u b j e c t  RFA. 

Requests f o r  t h e  f u l l  RFA may be d i r e c t e d  t o r  

D r .  G lo r i a  Kamenske 

Demographic and Behavioral  Sc iences  Branch 

Center  f o r  Popula t ion  Research, NICHD 

Room 7C25, Landow Bui ld ing 

7910 Woodmont Avenue 

Bethesda, Maryland 20892 

Telephone: (301) 496-1174 


GENETICS AND EPIGENETICS OF TROPHECTODERM DEVELOPMENT 

RFA AVAILABLE: 87-HD-04 

P.T. 34; K.W. 0413002, 1002053, 1002017 

Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  of Chi ld  Heal th  and Human Development 

Appl ica t ion  Receipt  Date: February 19, 1987 

The Reproductive Sc iences  Branch (RSB), o f  t h e  Center f o r  Populat ion Research (CPR),
of t h e  Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  of  Child Heal th  and Human Development ( N I C H D ) ,  announces 
t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  a Request f o r  Appl ica t ions  (RFA) on t h e  g e n e t i c  and e p i g e n e t i c
f a c t o r s  t h a t  c o n t r o l  trophectoderm development. The purpose o f  t h i s  program is  t o  
encourage and support  r e sea rch  i n  non-human organisms on gene t i c ,  biochemical,
b iophys ica l  and molecular b i o l o g i c a l  approaches t o  t h e  problem of t h e  formation o f  
t h e  animal egg i n t o  t h e  first epi thel ium, r e f e r r e d  t o  as t h e  trophectoderm i n  
m a m m a l s  and t h e  b l a s t u l a  i n  non-mammals. The fact  t h a t  trophectoderm formation is  
t h e  predominant a c t i v i t y  o f  pre implanta t ion  development underscores  i t s  importance 
t o  mammalian reproduct ion .  Th i s  g e n e t i c  and e p i g e n e t i c  emphasis on trophectoderm
development is p a r t  o f  an RSB program on t h e  developmental biology o f  reproduct ion
t h a t  encompasses gametogenesis through implanta t ion  r e sea rch .  This  i n i t i a t i v e  is  a 
c r i t i c a l  a spec t  o f  t h e  mission o f  t h e  RSB t o  provide a r e sea rch  base  f o r  improved
understanding of human and animal reproduct ion  with imp l i ca t ions  f o r  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  
f e r t i l i t y  and t h e  prevent ion  and t rea tment  o f  i n f e r t i l i t y .  

This program w i l l  be funded through t h e  ind iv idua l  r e sea rch  p r o j e c t  award program.
Grant a p p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  be reviewed a t  a s i n g l e  competi t ion by an i n i t i a l  review 
group convened by N I C H D .  It is a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  10  g r a n t s  w i l l  be  awarded 
cont ingent  on s c i e n t i f i c  m e r i t  and a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  funds.  

Requests f o r  cop ie s  o f  t h e  f u l l  RFA should be addressed t o :  

Richard J .  Tasca, Ph.D. 
Reproductive Sc iences  Branch 
Center  f o r  Populat ion Research 
Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Chi ld  Heal th  

and Human Development
Room 7C33, Landow Bui ld ing
Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  Heal th  
Bethesda, Maryland 20892 
Telephone: (301) 496-6515 

c 
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COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT FOR ADDITIONAL C L I N I C A L  CENTERS FOR THE COOPERATIVE CLINICAC 
STUDY OF DIETARY MODIFICATION ON THE COURSE OF PROGRESSIVE RENAL DISEASE (MDRD
STUDY1 

RFA AVAILABLE: 87-DK-01 

P . T .  3 4 ;  K . W .  0755015, 0785095, 0710095 

National  I n s t i t u t e  of Diabetes  and Diges t ive  and Kidney Diseases 


Appl ica t ion  Receipt Date: February 17, 1987 


The Nat ional  I n s t i t u t e  of Diabetes  and Diges t ive  and Kidney Diseases  ( N I D D K )  i n v i t e s  

a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  C l i n i c a l  Centers t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  with t h e  N I D D K  under coopera t ive  

agreements i n  t h e  Cooperative C l in i ca l  Study of Die ta ry  Modif icat ion on t h e  Course 

of  Progress ive  Renal Disease (MDRD Study) .  


BACKGROUND INFORMATION 


I n  1983, t h e  NIADDK (now, N I D D K )  i s sued  Requests f o r  Cooperative Agreement

Appl ica t ions  i n v i t i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  C l i n i c a l  Centers  and f o r  a Data Coordinat ing 

Center from i n s t i t u t i o n s  w i l l i n g  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  with t h e  NIADDK under a Cooperative 

Agreement Program i n  a mul t i cen te r  coopera t ive  c l in i ca l  s tudy seeking t o  d e f i n e  t h e  

in f luence  o f  d i e t a r y  p r o t e i n  r e s t r i c t i o n  on progress ion  o f  Chronic Renal Disease. 

Nine C l i n i c a l  Centers  and a Data Coordinating Center were s e l e c t e d  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  

peer  review and rece ived  awards t o  undertake t h e  i n i t i a l  phases  o f  t h i s  mul t i -center  

C l i n i c a l  T r i a l .  


Chronic rena l  d i s e a s e  of  d i v e r s e  o r i g i n s  t y p i c a l l y  fol lows a progress ive  course  

toward end-stage rena l  f a i l u r e ,  even i f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  d i s e a s e  process  has  become 

i n a c t i v e .  Why whis occurs  is  not  known. However, previous pre l iminary  c l i n i c a l  and 

l abo ra to ry  observa t ions  suggested t h a t  t h e  progress ive  course o f  chronic  r e n a l  

d i s e a s e  may be favorably  a l t e r e d  by r e s t r i c t i o n  o f  d i e t a r y  p r o t e i n  and phosphorus. 

Nine c e n t e r s  have developed t h e  Pro tocols  and Operctions Manual which w i l l  be used 

i n  t h e  c l i n i c a l  t r i a l .  I n  add i t ion  they  have conducted l i m i t e d  p i l o t  s t u d i e s  t o  

t e s t  t h e s e  materials. The c e n t e r s  s e l e c t e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  f u l l  t r i a l  w i l l  be 

r equ i r ed  t o  use t h e  a l r eady  developed p ro toco l s .  


RESEARCH GOALS AND SCOPE 


Each c o l l a b o r a t i n g  c l i n i c a l  c e n t e r  w i l l  be respons ib le  f o r  r e c r u i t i n g  p a t i e n t s , 

eva lua t ing  and t r e a t i n g  them according t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  p ro toco l s ,  c o l l e c t i n g  and 

record ing  da ta ,  and forwarding t h e  d a t a  t o  a coord ina t ing  c e n t e r .  The d e t a i l s  o f  

t h e  MDRD s tudy,  inc luding  s tudy  organiza t ion ,  p ro toco l s  and procedures,  and a l l  

o t h e r  ma t t e r s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  conduct o f  t h e  s tudy w i l l  be made a v a i l a b l e  t o  

respondents .  


MECHANISM OF SUPPORT 


The admin i s t r a t ive  and funding mechanism used t o  support  C l i n i c a l  Centers  f o r  t h e  

MDRD is  a coopera t ive  agreement between each p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n  and t h e  

N I D D K .  


Under t h e  coopera t ive  agreement, a nego t i a t ed  p a r t n e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  e x i s t s  between 

t h e  r e c i p i e n t  of t h e  award and t h e  N I D D K  i n  which t h e  performer o f  t h e  a c t i v i t y  is  

responsive t o  t h e  requirements  and cond i t ions  set f o r t h  i n  t h e  RFA and ag rees  t o  

accept  N I D D K  staff advice and involvement i n  t h e  execut ion o f  t h e  p r o j e c t .  


The s p e c i f i c  terms, condi t ions ,  and a r b i t r a t i o n  procedures  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  scope 

and n a t u r e  o f  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  between t h e  N I D D K  and t h e  C l i n i c a l  Centers  e l i g i b l e 

f o r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  are descr ibed  i n  t h e  RFA and w i l l  be incorpora ted  i n  t h e  Notice o f  

Award. 


It i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  600-700 t o t a l  p a t i e n t s  w i l l  be en ro l l ed  i n  t h e  s tudy  and t h a t  

each c e n t e r  w i l l  e n r o l l  no t  less than  50  i n  t h e  f i n a l  p ro toco l .  


L e t t e r  of  i n t e n t  r e c e i p t  d a t e  January 8, 1987 

Applicat ion r e c e i p t  d a t e  February 17, 1987 

Sc ien t  i f  i c  merit review March-May 1987 

NDDK Advisory Council review 

Ant ic ipa ted  award d a t e  September 1987 
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INQUIRIES 

Requests f o r  t h e  complete RFA and a d d i t i o n a l  information should be addressed t o :  

Anna M .  Sandberg, D r .  P.H. 
C l i n i c a l  T r i a l  Coordinator 
Div is ion  of  Kidney, Urologic,  and 

Hematologic Diseases  
Nat ional  I n s t i t u t e  of Diabetes  and 

Diges t ive  and Kidney Diseases 
Nat ional  I n s t i t u t e s  of  Health 
Westwood Building,  Room 619 
Bethesda, Maryland 20892 
Telephone: (301) 496-7133 

SPECIALIZED CENTERS OF RESEARCH I N  ARTHRITIS AND 
MUSCULOSKELETAL DISEASES 

RFA AVAILABLE: 86-AR-01 

P.T. 0 4 ;  K.W. 0705050, 0785155, 0785195 

National  I n s t i t u t e  o f  A r t h r i t i s  and Musculoskeletal  and 
Skin Diseases 

Appl ica t ion  Receipt  Date: March 4 ,  1987 

BACKGROUND 

c 


The Nat ional  I n s t i t u t e  o f  A r t h r i t i s  and Musculoskeletal  and Skin Diseases (NIAMS) 
announces a n a t i o n a l  compet i t ion t o  encourage submission o f  research  center 
a p p l i c a t i o n s  (P501, which w i l l  e s t a b l i s h  a l i m i t e d  number o f  Spec ia l i zed  Centers  of  
Research (SCORs) i n  a r t h r i t i s  and musculoskeletal  d i seases .  

Disorders  o f  t h e  j o i n t s  and connect ive t i s s u e s  cont inue t o  a f f l i c t  approximately 36 
m i l l i o n  Americans, More than  1 0 0  d i s o r d e r s  are ca tegor ized  under t h e  t e r m  
a r t h r i t i s .  Basic r e sea rch  has  generated new f i n d i n g s  t h a t  have l e d  t o  advances i n  
knowledge and an increased  understanding o f  rheumatic and musculoskeletal  d i s o r d e r s  
and t h e i r  t r ea tmen t .  The a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  resources  provided by t h e  SCOR w i l l  make 
it p o s s i b l e  f o r  new groups of  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  t o  c a p i t a l i z e  on r e c e n t l y  proposed
resea rch  recommendations and oppor tun i t i e s .  

RESEARCH GOALS AND SCOPE 

The goa l  o f  t h i s  RFA is t o  s o l i c i t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  �or Spec ia l i zed  Centers o f  Research 
i n  t h r e e  a r e a s  o f  s p e c i a l  importance t o  t h e  NIAMS: 

o Rheumatoid A r t h r i t i s  
o O s t e o a r t h r i t i s  
o Osteoporosis  

The proposed m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  Spec ia l i zed  Centers  of  Research would c a p i t a l i z e  on 
e x i s t i n g  geographic aggrega tes  o f  b a s i c  and c l i n i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  who are capable
o f  us ing  advanced technology t o  pursue r e sea rch  on s p e c i f i c  d i s e a s e s .  SCOR programs
would encourage a c t i v e  co l l abora t ion  among i n v e s t i g a t o r s  and s c i e n t i f i c  d i s c i p l i n e s
involved i n  a r t h r i t i s  and musculoskeletal  d i s e a s e s  r e sea rch .  

MECHANISM OF SUPPORT 

Support f o r  t h i s  program w i l l  be through t h e  grant- in-aid,  us ing  t h e  Spec ia l i zed
Center o f  Research, and w i l l  be governed by p o l i c i e s  of  g ran t  programs o f  t h e  
Nat ional  I n s t i t u t e s  of  Heal th .  Support �or t h e  centers i s  cont ingent  upon u l t ima te  
r e c e i p t  of  appropr ia ted  funds f o r  t h i s  purpose.  

METHOD OF APPLYING 

Center a p p l i c a t i o n s  i n  response t o  t h i s  announcement w i l l  be evaluated i n  n a t i o n a l  
compet i t ion by a Spec ia l  Review Committee convened by t h e  NIAMS. Due t o  t i m e  
c o n s t r a i n t s  it is  un l ike ly  t h a t  s i t e  v i s i t s  w i l l  be conducted during t h e  review 
process .  Deadline f o r  r e c e i p t  of  a p p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  be March 4 ,  1987; a l e t t e r  of 
i n t e n t  is  reques ted  before  December 15, 1986. No waiver of t h e  r e c e i p t  d a t e  w i l l  be 
cons idered .  Any a p p l i c a t i o n  a r r i v i n g  l a t e r  than  t h e  s t a t e d  r e c e i p t  d a t e  w i l l  be 
r e tu rned  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a n t .  The expected s t a r t i n g  da te  f o r  funded p r o j e c t s  w i l l  be 
approximately September 1 ,  1987. 
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P o t e n t i a l  a p p l i c a n t s  may reques t  a d d i t i o n a l  information,  cop ie s  of t h e  complete RFA, 

and g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  prepar ing  an a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a Spec ia l i zed  Center o f  Research 

from:


c: Steven J .  Hausman, Ph.D 

Deputy Direc tor ,  Extramural A c t i v i t i e s  Program

National  I n s t i t u t e  o f  A r t h r i t i s  and 

Musculoskeletal  and Skin Diseases  
Westwood Building,  Room 403 
Bethesda, Maryland 20892 
Telephone: (301) 496-7495 

INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATION I N  INFECTIOUS DISEASES RESEARCH 

RFA AVAILABLE: 87-AI-04 

P.T. 349 26;  K.W. 0715125, 0785215 

Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Al le rgy  and I n f e c t i o u s  Diseases 

Appl ica t ion  Receipt  D a t e :  September 15, 1987 

The Microbiology and I n f e c t i o u s  Diseases Program o f  t h e  Nat ional  I n s t i t u t e  of 
Allergy  and I n f e c t i o u s  Diseases  i n v i t e s  t h e  submission o f  Program Pro jec t  Grant 
a p p l i c a t i o n s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a program i n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Col labora t ion  i n  I n f e c t i o u s  
Diseases Research. The program o b j e c t i v e  i s  a c o l l a b o r a t i v e  e f f o r t  i n  biomedical 
r e sea rch  o f  recognized re levance  t o  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  people i n  t r o p i c a l  c o u n t r i e s .  
Diseases o f  i n t e r e s t  inc lude  malar ia ,  sch is tosomias is ,  f i l a r i a s i s ,  t rypanosomiasis ,
l e i shman ias i s  and l ep rosy .  Also of  s p e c i a l  programmatic i n t e r e s t  are b a c t e r i a l ,
p a r a s i t i c  and v i r a l  e n t e r i c  i n f e c t i o n s .  A l l  of  t h e s e  d i s e a s e  a r e a s  are o f  mutual 
concern o f  t h e  World Heal th  Organizat ion.  While t h e s e  d i s e a s e s  c o n s t i t u t e  major
world h e a l t h  problems, it is  not  t h e  i n t e n t  of  t h e  program t o  exclude o t h e r  d i s e a s e s  
of equal  importance. The g ran t  w i l l  be awarded t o  a United S t a t e s  based i n s t i t u t i o n  
which has  developed a s a t i s f a c t o r y  a f f i l i a t i o n  with an e s t a b l i s h e d  u n i v e r s i t y ,
r e sea rch  i n s t i t u t e ,  f e d e r a l  o r  s t a t e  h e a l t h  department, o r  t h e  equiva len t  t h e r e o f ,
i n  t h e  f o r e i g n  hos t  country.  It is p ro jec t ed  t h a t  70-80 per  cen t  of t h e  r e sea rch  
w i l l  be done i n  t h e  hos t  country.(-yd 	 INQUIRIES 

Copies o f  t h e  RFA and a d d i t i o n a l  information may be obtained from: 

E a r l  S. Beck, Ph.D. 
Chief,  Pa ras i to logy  and Tropica l  Diseases  Branch 
Microbiology and I n f e c t i o u s  Diseases  Program
National  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Al le rgy  and I n f e c t i o u s  Diseases 
Westwood Building,  Room 737 
5333 Westbard Avenue 
Bethesda, Maryland 20892 
Telephone: (301) 496-2544 

O N G O I N G  PROGRAM ANNOUNCEMENTS 

RESEARCH EVALUATING FAMILY INVOLVEMENT STRATEGIES I N  AFL ADOLESCENT PREGNANCY CARE 
SERVICES 

Off ice  o f  Adolescent Pregnancy Programs, Off ice  o f  
Populat ion Af fa i r s  

F i r s t  Appl ica t ion  Receipt Date: February 2, 1987 

This  is  a s p e c i f i c  announcement focusing on p a r t i c u l a r  r e sea rch  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  under 
t h e  more genera l  oppor tun i t i e s  f o r  i e s e a r c h  on adolescent  family l i f e  made a v a i l a b l e  
through t h e  Office o f  Adolescent Pregnancy Programs (OAPP), Off ice  o f  Populat ion
Affairs ,  PHS, DHHS i n  an announcement i ssued  i n  t h e  N I H  Guide f o r  Grants and 
Cont rac ts  on November 8, 1985 and i n  t h e  Federal  Reg i s t e r  on November 18, 1985 (Vol.
5 0 ,  No. 222, pp. 47502-47503.) OAPP is  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  r a p i d  accomplishment o f  t h e  
r e sea rch  identified in this specific announcement and encourages submissions by t h e  
earliest  p o s s i b l e  d a t e  (February 1, 1987). 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 


The Adolescent Family L i f e  (AFL) Program, adminis tered by OAPP, w a s  enacted i n  1981 

t o  develop and eva lua te  model demonstration p r o j e c t s  t o  postpone adolescent  sexual  

a c t i v i t y ;  develop and eva lua te  model demonstration care p r o j e c t s  t h a t  provide 

comprehensive h e a l t h  and s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  f o r  pregnant o r  parent ing  teens;  p re sen t  c
adopt ion as an op t ion  t o  parent ing  f o r  young, unmarried mothers; and conduct 

r e sea rch  on r e l a t e d  t o p i c s .  The AFL r e sea rch  component suppor ts  both b a s i c  and 

app l i ed  r e sea rch  i n  o rde r  t o  provide knowledge needed t o  support  t h e  range o f  AFL 

program goa l s .  Among t h e  areas o f  needed r e sea rch  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  a s tanding  

announcement o f  gene ra l  r e sea rch  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i s sued  by OAPP i s  eva lua t ions  o f  

s t r a t e g i e s  i n  t h e  d e l i v e r y  o f  adolescent  pregnancy s e r v i c e s .  This  s p e c i f i c  

announcement i n v i t e s  r e sea rche r s  t o  submit g ran t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  support  o f  

r e sea rch  t h a t  eva lua te s  p a r t i c u l a r - f a m i l y  involvement s t r a t e g i e s  u t i l i z e d  i n  

programs t h a t  d e l i v e r  care s e r v i c e s  t o  pregnant o r  pa ren t ing  t eens .  


The model demonstrat ion p r o j e c t s  funded by t h e  AFL Program are l e g i s l a t i v e l y 

r equ i r ed  t o  involve families i n  t h e i r  service d e l i v e r y  e f f o r t s .  Evaluat ion o f  t h e s e  

p r o j e c t s  is  a l s o  l e g i s l a t i v e l y  mandated. Access t o  t h e  eva lua t ion  d a t a  accumulating 

on t h e s e  p r o j e c t s  w i l l  be permi t ted  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  responding t o  t h i s  announcement. 

Responses t o  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  announcement must propose ana lyses  u t i l i z i n g  t o  t h e  

f u l l e s t  e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e , t h e  eva lua t ion  d a t a  t h a t  are a v a i l a b l e  on AFL model 

demonstration c a r e  p r o j e c t s ;  however, t h e  u t i l i z a t i o n  of  o the r  r e l evan t  d a t a  f o r  

comparative purposes o r  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  needed d a t a  may be proposed as 

w e l l .  


RESEARCH SCOPE AND GOALS 

The adverse consequences o f  p remar i t a l  adolescent  pregnancy and parenthood f o r  t h e  

i nd iv idua l  teenager ,  h e r  ch i ld ren ,  h e r  family,  and f o r  t h e  l a r g e r  s o c i e t y  have been 

w e l l  documented. Teenage pregnancy and parenthood tend  t o  produce poor outcomes i n  

h e a l t h ,  educa t iona l ,  economic, and person-social  areas f o r  t h e  t e e n  mother, with 

r e l a t e d  effects occur r ing  f o r  h e r  c h i l d .  A p u b l i c  concern with problems a s s o c i a t e d  

with teenage pregnancy and pa ren t ing  has  prompted increased  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  

prov i s ion  o f  c a r e  s e r v i c e s  t o  pregnant and pa ren t ing  t e e n s  over t h e  l a s t  s e v e r a l  

yea r s .  


A goa l  of  t h e  AFL program is  t o  mobil ize  famil ia l  f o r c e s  toward b e t t e r  outcomes f o r  

ado lescen t s  and t h e i r  o f f sp r ing ,  while  decreas ing  t h e  s t r e s s e s  and burdens p laced  on 

family members themselves.  P a r t i c u l a r  s t r a t e g i e s  adopted by AFL care p r o j e c t s  have 

ranged from inc lud ing  an in te rv iew with t h e  pregnant o r  parent ing  t e e n l s  mother as c 

p a r t  o f  t h e  i n t a k e  process  t o  providing in t ense  involvement with a number o f  fami ly 

members, as wel l  as t h e  male pa r tne r ,  v i a  group counsel ing,  support  groups o r  o t h e r  

family-system-oriented approaches f o r  b r ing ing  t h e  e n t i r e  set o f  family 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n t o  t h e  p i c t u r e .  


The c e n t r a l  r e sea rch  ques t ion  a t  i s s u e  is  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  i n  reducing t h e  nega t ive  

consequences o f  adolescent  pregnancy and parenthood o f  family involvement s t ra tegies 

i n i t i a t e d  i n  AFL adolescent  pregnancy care p r o j e c t s .  Many sub-issues  ar ise  i n  

address ing  t h e  co re  ques t ion ,  however. For example, 1 )  How does agency s e t t i n g 

a f f e c t  t h e  kind o f  family involvement s t r a t e g y  employed, as wel l  as  its 

e f f e c t i v e n e s s ?  Types of agencies  d e l i v e r i n g  care s e r v i c e s  t o  pregnant and pa ren t ing 

adolescents  inc lude  h o s p i t a l s ,  h e a l t h  departments,  schools ,  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  agencies , 

and r e s i d e n t i a l  homes, a l l  p o t e n t i a l l y  d i f f e r i n g  i n  t h e i r  genera l  and s p e c i f i c 

approaches t o  c l i en t -p rov ide r  i n t e r a c t i o n .  I n  add i t ion ,  t h e  agency s e t t i n g s  i n  

which care s e r v i c e s  are provided may have o rgan iza t iona l  d i f f e r e n c e s  t h a t  could 

poss ib ly  impinge on e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of  family involvement s t r a t e g i e s ,  i n  t h a t  s e r v i c e s  

may be provided by a s i n g l e  provider  a t  one si te,  by a s i n g l e  provider  a t  mul t ip l e 

sites, o r  by a network of  providers  a t  one o r  more s i t e s .  Other o rgan iza t iona l 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  concern i n  how they  a f f e c t  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  fami ly 

involvement s t r a t e g i e s  are funding l e v e l ,  s t a f f i n g  l e v e l ,  and case loads .  2 )  What 

e f f e c t  do s t a f f  a t t i t u d e s ,  knowledge, and t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  family involvement 

have on e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  family involvement programs? 3) How does geographic 

l o c a t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  on a rural-urban dimension, modify family involvement 

s t r a t e g i e s  and t h e i r  e f f e c t i v e n e s s ?  4) How do c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  c l i e n t  

popula t ion  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  provis ion  of  family-or iented s e r v i c e s  i n  care programs and 

a f f e c t  t h e i r  e f f ec t iveness?  Of p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  i s  t h e  r o l e  played by c l i e n t ’ s  

age, socioeconomic s t a t u s ,  race /  e t h n i c i t y ,  c u l t u r a l  i d e n t i t y ,  and va lues .  


While r e sea rche r s  are not  requi red  e i t h e r  t o  address  a l l  i s s u e s  i d e n t i f i e d  above, o r  

t o  l i m i t  t h e i r  a n a l y s i s  t o  s t a t e d  i s s u e s ,  a comprehensive eva lua t ion  of s i g n i f i c a n t 

factors i n f luenc ing  t h e  r e l a t i v e  success  o f  d i f f e r e n t  family involvement s t r a t e g i e s 

i n  va r ious  AFL c a r e  p r o j e c t  s e t t i n g s  i s  des i r ed .  Appl ica t ions  should inc lude  a 

well-organized s ta tement  of t h e  problem t o  be addressed, t h e  research  design,  t h e  

conceptual  framework wi th in  which t h e  design has  been developed, t h e  methodology t o  -

be employed, t h e  evidence upon which t h e  a n a l y s i s  w i l l  r e l y ,  and t h e  manner i n  which 

t h e  evidence w i l l  be analyzed.  
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The source of d a t a  f o r  answering t h e  research  ques t ions  posed above are those  d a t a  
bases  maintained by c u r r e n t  AFL c a r e  demonstration p r o j e c t s .  There a r e  
approximately 60 such p r o j e c t s ,  t h e  major i ty  of which are v o l u n t a r i l y  c o l l e c t i n g- d a t a  i n  a s tandard  format, i n  order  t o  c a r r y  out  r equ i r ed  eva lua t ion  a c t i v i t i e s .  

-4, For more information on access ing  t h e s e  d a t a  bases ,  con tac t :  '*W D r .  Dennis McBride 
Off ice  of  Populat ion Affairs  
HHH Building,  Room 7C1E 
200 Independence Avenue, S.W. 
Washington, D . C .  20201 
Telephone: ( 2 0 2 )  245-1181 

MECHANISMS OF SUPPORT 

The support  mechanisms f o r  t h i s  program w i l l  be t h e  ind iv idua l  r e sea rch  p r o j e c t  
g r a n t  award and t h e  Office o f  Populat ion Affairs N e w  I n v e s t i g a t o r  Research Award 
(OPA-NIRA). Direct c o s t s  should not  exceed $100,000 f o r  each year  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  in 
t h e  former case  and $75,000 i n  t h e  l a t t e r  case. While awards can be made f o r  a 
maximum of  t h r e e  yea r s ,  OAPP i s  g iv ing  preference  t o  s h o r t e r  term p r o j e c t s  up t o  18 
months i n  du ra t ion  f o r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  r e sea rch  oppor tuni ty .  Yearly con t inua t ion  o f  
a mult i -year  award is  cont ingent  on grantee  performance and a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  funds .  
Competition is open t o  any corpora t ion ,  pub l i c  o r  p r i v a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o r  agency,
inc luding  co rpora t ions  operated f o r  p r o f i t .  

This  announcement is an announcement o f  s p e c i f i c  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  AFL re sea rch  and 
w i l l  p r e v a i l  u n t i l  f u r t h e r  n o t i c e .  Funding dec i s ions  can be expected wi th in  e i g h t
months of an a p p l i c a t i o n  r e c e i p t  da t e .  Approximately one m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  is  
a v a i l a b l e  annual ly  from OAPP f o r  new awards a c r o s s  a l l  AFL re sea rch  areas, inc lud ing
t h e  a r e a  being h igh l igh ted  i n  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  announcement, cont ingent  upon t h e  
r e c e i p t  o f  appropr ia ted  funds f o r  t h i s  purpose. 

REVIEW PROCEDURES AND CRITERIA 

Appl ica t ions  i n  response t o  t h i s  s o l i c i t a t i o n  w i l l  be reviewed on a nationwide b a s i s  
and i n  competi t ion with o t h e r  submitted a p p l i c a t i o n s  by committees convened by t h e  
Div is ion  o f  Research GrantslNIH, i n  accord with t h e  usual  N I H  peer  review 
procedures .  Peer review c r i t e r i a  inc lude :  ( 1 )  S c i e n t i f i c  mer i t  and s i g n i f i c a n c e  of 

f <  	 t h e  p r o j e c t ;  (2) Competency of  proposed s ta f f  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  type  o f  r e sea rch  
involved; ( 3 )  F e a s i b i l i t y  of  t h e  p r o j e c t ;  ( 4 )  Reasonableness o f  proposed budget 

-** 	 per iod  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  proposed research;  ( 5 )  Amount o f  g ran t  funds necessary  f o r  
completion, and adequacy o f  a p p l i c a n t ' s  resources  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  p r o j e c t ;  ( 6 )
Adequacy o f  methodology proposed t o  c a r r y  out  research;  (7)Adequacy o f  t h e  proposed 
means f o r  p r o t e c t i n g  a g a i n s t  adverse e f f e c t s  upon humans, animals,  o r  t h e  
environment, where an a p p l i c a t i o n  involves  a c t i v i t i e s  which could have such e f f e c t s .  

Appl ica t ions  recommended f o r  approval w i l l  be s e l e c t e d  f o r  funding by t h e  Deputy
A s s i s t a n t  Sec re t a ry  f o r  Populat ion Affa i r s ,  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  p r i o r i t y  sco res ,  AFL 
program re levance ,  and a v a i l a b i l i t y  of  funds.  

METHOD OF APPLYING 

Appl ica t ions  should be prepared on PHS form 398,  which i s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  bus iness  
or g r a n t s  and c o n t r a c t s  o f f i c e  a t  

Office o f  Grants I n q u i r i e s
Divis ion  of  Research Grants 
Nat ional  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  Health 
Westwood Building,  Room 449 
5333 Westbard Avenue 
Bethesda, Maryland 20892 
Telephone: ( 3 0 1 )  496-7441 

Completed a p p l i c a t i o n s  should be submit ted t o :  

Div is ion  o f  Research Grants 
Nat ional  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  Health 
Westwood Building,  Room 240 
5333 Westbard Avenue 
Bethesda, Maryland 20892 

Type across t h e  mail ing envelope and i t e m  two on t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  face page:
"Research on Adolescent Family L i f e . "  I n  add i t ion ,  "OPA-NIRA" should be added f o r  
proposa ls  f a l l i n g  i n  t h i s  s p e c i a l i z e d  ca tegory .  Organizat ions which contemplate

*Ulv 	 submi t t ing  an OPA-NIRA a p p l i c a t i o n  should reques t  r e l evan t  g u i d e l i n e s  from t h e  OPA 
contac t  named below before  developing t h e  app l i ca t ion ,  and fol low t h e  guidance
contained t h e r e i n .  
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Routine a p p l i c a t i o n  receipt d a t e s  are February I ,  June 1,  and October 1;  however,

f o r  t h i s  specific announcement, OAPP encourages t h e  ear l ies t  p o s s i b l e  submission. 


IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACT POINT 


For gene ra l  information regard ing  t h i s  announcement, i n v e s t i g a t o r s  may con tac t :  


Eugenia Eckard 

Office of  Populat ion Affairs 

OASH, DHHS 

HHH Building,  Room 731E 

200 Independence Avenue, S.W. 

Washington, D . C .  20201 

Telephone: (202) 245-1181 


RESEARCH EVALUATING FACTORS INFLUENCING SUCCESS OF ADOPTION COMPONENTS I N  AFL 

&DOLESCENT PREGNANCY CARE PROJECTS 


P.T. 34; K.W. 0730005, 0730010, 0403001, 0775020y 0404000 


Office o f  Adolescent Pregnancy Programs, Office o f  

Populat ion Affairs 


F i r s t  Appl ica t ion  Receipt  Date: February 2, 1987 


c 


This  is  a s p e c i f i c  announcement focus ing  on p a r t i c u l a r  r e sea rch  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  under 
t h e  more genera l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  r e sea rch  on adolescent  family l i f e  made a v a i l a b l e  
through t h e  Office o f  Adolescent Pregnancy Programs (OAPP), Office o f  Populat ion
Affairs, PHS, DHHS i n  an announcement i ssued  i n  t h e  N I H  Guide f o r  Grants and 
Cont rac ts  on November 8 ,  1985 and i n  t h e  Federal  Reg i s t e r  on November 18, 1985 ( V o l .
50,  No. 222, pp. 47502-47503.) OAPP is  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  r a p i d  accomplishment o f  t h e  
r e sea rch  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  announcement and encourages submissions by t h e  
ear l ies t  p o s s i b l e  d a t e  (February 1, 1987). 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The Adolescent Family L i f e  (AFL) Program, adminis tered by OAPP, was enacted i n  1981 
t o  develop and eva lua te  model demonstration p r o j e c t s  t o  postpone adolescent  sexual  
a c t i v i t y ;  develop and eva lua te  model demonstration care p r o j e c t s  t h a t  provide
comprehensive h e a l t h  and s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  f o r  pregnant o r  pa ren t ing  t eens ;  p re sen t
adopt ion as an op t ion  t o  pa ren t ing  f o r  young, unmarried mothers; and conduct 
r e sea rch  on r e l a t e d  t o p i c s .  The AFL re sea rch  component suppor ts  both b a s i c  and 
app l i ed  r e sea rch  i n  o rde r  t o  provide knowledge needed t o  support  t h e  range of AFL 
program goa l s .  Among t h e  areas of  needed r e sea rch  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  a s t and ing  
announcement o f  gene ra l  r e sea rch  oppor tun i t i e s  i s sued  by OAPP is  eva lua t ions  o f  
s t r a t e g i e s  i n  t h e  d e l i v e r y  o f  adolescent  pregnancy s e r v i c e s .  This  s p e c i f i c  
announcement i n v i t e s  r e sea rche r s  t o  submit g ran t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  support  o f  
r e sea rch  t h a t  eva lua te s  p a r t i c u l a r  program components t h a t  are designed t o  maximize 
adopt ion planning u t i l i z e d  i n  programs t h a t  d e l i v e r  care s e r v i c e s  t o  pregnant o r  
pa ren t ing  t e e n s .  

The model demonstrat ion p r o j e c t s  funded by t h e  AFL Program are l e g i s l a t i v e l y
requ i r ed  t o  provide adopt ion counsel ing and referral  i n  t h e i r  s e r v i c e  d e l i v e r y
e f fo r t s .  Evaluat ion o f  t h e s e  p r o j e c t s  is a l s o  l e g i s l a t i v e l y  mandated. Access t o  
t h e  eva lua t ion  d a t a  accumulating on t h e s e  p r o j e c t s  w i l l  be permi t ted  i n v e s t i g a t o r s
responding t o  t h i s  announcement. Responses t o  t h i s  specific announcement must 
propose ana lyses  u t i l i z i n g  t o  t h e  f u l l e s t  e x t e n t  poss ib l e  t h e  eva lua t ion  d a t a  t h a t  
are a v a i l a b l e  on AFL model demonstration c a r e  p r o j e c t s ;  however, t h e  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  
o t h e r  r e l evan t  d a t a  f o r  comparative purposes o r  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  needed 
d a t a  may be proposed as w e l l .  

RESEARCH SCOPE AND GOALS 

A goa l  o f  t h e  AFL Demonstration program is  t o  test  var ious  approaches t o  promoting
adopt ion as  an opt ion  f o r  t e e n  pa ren t s .  While a l l  of  t h e  care programs are r equ i r ed  
t o  provide adopt ion counsel ing,  d i r e c t l y  o r  through r e f e r r a l ,  t h e r e  is  cons iderable  
v a r i a t i o n  i n  adopt ion ra tes  among g ran tees .  These rates range from 0 t o  48 pe rcen t
and average s l i g h t l y  over f i v e  percent  f o r  a l 1 , t e e n  c l i e n t s  g iv ing  b i r t h  i n  AFL 
p r o j e c t s .  

Severa l  r e sea rch  ques t ions  can be pursued t o  help  i l l umina te  why such d i f f e r e n t i a l  
success  i n  promoting adopt ion has  occurred.  F i r s t ,  ana lyses  are needed o f  how 
sociodemographic c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of p r o j e c t  c l i e n t s  are r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  adopt ion
dec i s ion .  P e r t i n e n t  c l i e n t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  inc lude  c l i e n t ' s  age, e t h n i c i t y ,  
pregnancy h i s t o r y ,  family c o n s t e l l a t i o n ,  family income, l i v i n g  arrangements, school 
s t a t u s ,  work h i s t o r y ,  pa ren t s '  and male p a r t n e r ' s  a t t i t u d e s  toward pregnancy
r e s o l u t i o n ,  reason f o r  making an adopt ion p lan ,  and post-adoption adjustments .  
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I n v e s t i g a t o r s  a r e  encouraged t o  comparatively analyze r e l e v a n t  d a t a  from both AFL 
p r o j e c t s  and o the r  sources  such as t h e  Center f o r  Soc ia l  S t a t i s t i c s  and t h e  Nat ional  
Surveys of Family Growth. 

,--Another a r e a  of r e sea rch  i n t e r e s t  is t h e  con t r ibu t ion  o f  AFL agency c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
j t o  h igher  r a t e s  of adopt ion planning among c l i e n t s .  Does agency adopt ion ra te  

‘lw 	sys t ema t i ca l ly  vary  according t o  whether t h e  agency is  school-based, community-based 
o r  home-based? Does type  of agency ( i . e . ,  h e a l t h  department, h o s p i t a l ,  s o c i a l  
s e r v i c e  agency) make a d i f fe rence?  Does an urban o r  r u r a l  l o c a t i o n  have an effect?  
Are t h e r e  d i f f e rences  i n  adopt ion rates according t o  resources  agencies  have? Does 
s ta f f  knowledge about,  o r  a t t i t u d e s  toward, adopt ion a f f e c t  adopt ion rates? 

A c e n t r a l  r e sea rch  a r e a  is  t h e  r o l e  o f  program components and s t r a t e g i e s  i n  
promoting h igher  rates of adopt ion,  given p a r t i c u l a r  c l i e n t  and agency
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  Of s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  among AFL care p r o j e c t s  are programs t h a t  ( 1 )
provide a l l  c l i e n t s  with adopt ion counsel ing and information,  no t  j u s t  t hose  c l i e n t s  
showing an i n i t i a l  i n t e n t i o n  o f  adopt ing,  (2) provide an adopt ion component t h a t  is 
i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  program and presented  a t  f i x e d  i n t e r v a l s  throughout t h e  
c l i e n t ’ s  pregnancy, (3) provide t r a i n i n g  i n  adopt ion i s s u e s  f o r  t h e i r  s t a f f ,  (4)
inc lude  family,  male p a r t n e r s ,  peers ,  and o t h e r  p o t e n t i a l  sources  o f  s o c i a l  
i n f luences  on adopt ion dec i s ion  making, ( 5 )  o f f e r  counsel ing f o r  t h e  n a t u r a l  mother 
(and poss ib ly  t h e  f a t h e r )  fol lowing sepa ra t ion  from t h e  c h i l d ,  and (6) have 
f a c i l i t i e s ,  o r  r e f e r r a l  t o  f a c i l i t i e s ,  exc lus ive ly  f o r  t hose  cons ider ing  adopt ion
t h a t  is s e p a r a t e  from f a c i l i t i e s  t h a t  provide s e r v i c e s  t o  those  expectant  t e e n s  
cons ider ing  parent ing .  I 

While r e sea rche r s  are no t  requi red  e i t h e r  t o  address  a l l  r e sea rch  areas i d e n t i f i e d  
above, o r  t o  l i m i t  t h e i r  a n a l y s i s  t o  s t a t e d  i s s u e s ,  a comprehensive eva lua t ion  o f  
s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r s  i n f luenc ing  t h e  r e l a t i v e  success  o f  d i f f e r e n t  adopt ion program 
components and s t r a t e g i e s  i n  t h e  contex t  o f  c l i e n t  and p r o j e c t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  is 
d e s i r e d .  Appl ica t ions  should inc lude  a well-organized s ta tement  o f  t h e  problem t o  
be addressed,  t h e  r e sea rch  design,  t h e  conceptual  framework wi th in  which t h e  des ign
has  been developed, t h e  methodology t o  be employed, t h e  evidence upon which t h e  
a n a l y s i s  w i l l  r e l y ,  and t h e  manner i n  which t h e  evidence w i l l  be analyzed.  

The major sources  o f  d a t a  f o r  answering t h e  r e sea rch  ques t ions  posed above are t h o s e  
d a t a  bases  maintained by cu r ren t  AFL care demonstration p r o j e c t s .  There are 
approximately 60 such p r o j e c t s ,  t h e  major i ty  o f  which are v o l u n t a r i l y  c o l l e c t i n g
d a t a  i n  a s tandard  format,  i n  order  t o  c a r r y  out  r equ i r ed  eva lua t ion  a c t i v i t i e s .  

! For more information on access ing  t h e s e  d a t a  bases ,  con tac t :  

IlV’ 	 D r .  Dennis McBride 
Office of  Populat ion Affairs  
HHH Bui lding,  Room 731E 
200 Independence Avenue, S.W. 
Washington, D . C .  20201 
Telephone: (202) 245-1181 

MECHANISMS OF SUPPORT 

The support  mechanisms f o r  t h i s  program w i l l  be t h e  ind iv idua l  r e sea rch  p r o j e c t  
g ran t  award and t h e  O f f i c e  of Populat ion A f f a i r s  N e w  I n v e s t i g a t o r  Research A w a r d  
(OPA-NIRA). D i rec t  c o s t s  should not  exceed $100,000 f o r  each year  of  the p r o j e c t  i n  
t h e  former case and $75,000 i n  t h e  l a t t e r  case. While awards can be made f o r  a 
maximum of  t h r e e  years ,  OAPP is g iv ing  preference  t o  s h o r t e r  term p r o j e c t s  up t o  18 
months i n  du ra t ion  f o r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  r e sea rch  oppor tuni ty .  Yearly con t inua t ion  o f  
a mult i -year  award is  cont ingent  on g ran tee  performance and a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  funds .  
Competition is  open t o  any corpora t ion ,  p u b l i c  o r  p r i v a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o r  agency,
inc luding  co rpora t ions  operated f o r  p r o f i t .  

This  announcement i s  an announcement of s p e c i f i c  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  AFL re sea rch  and 
w i l l  p r e v a i l  u n t i l  f u r t h e r  n o t i c e .  Funding dec i s ions  can be expected wi th in  e i g h t
months o f  an a p p l i c a t i o n  r e c e i p t  d a t e .  Approximately one mi l l i on  d o l l a r s  i s  
a v a i l a b l e  annual ly  from OAPP f o r  new awards ac ross  a l l  AFL research  a reas ,  i nc lud ing
t h e  a r e a  being h igh l igh ted  i n  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  announcement, cont ingent  upon t h e  
r e c e i p t  o f  appropr ia ted  funds f o r  t h i s  purpose.  

REVIEW PROCEDURES AND CRITERIA 

Appl ica t ions  i n  response t o  t h i s  s o l i c i t a t i o n  w i l l  be reviewed on a nationwide b a s i s  
and i n  competi t ion with o t h e r  submitted a p p l i c a t i o n s  by committees convened by t h e  
Div is ion  of Research Grants/NIH, i n  accord with t h e  u s u a l  N I H  peer  review 
procedures .  Peer review c r i t e r i a  include:  ( 1 )  S c i e n t i f i c  merit and s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  
t h e  p r o j e c t ;  ( 2 )  Competency of  proposed s ta f f  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  type  o f  r e sea rch  
involved; (3) F e a s i b i l i t y  of  t h e  p r o j e c t ;  (4)Reasonableness o f  proposed budget 

wrr per iod  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  proposed research;  (5) Amount of  g ran t  funds necessary  f o r  

1 1  
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completion, and adequacy o f  a p p l i c a n t ' s  r e sources  a v a i l a b l e  for p r o j e c t ;  ( 6 ) 

Adequacy o f  methodology proposed t o  c a r r y  ou t  research;  ( 7 )  Adequacy o f  t h e  proposed 

means f o r  p r o t e c t i n g  a g a i n s t  adverse a f f e c t s  upon humans, animals,  or t h e  

environment, where an a p p l i c a t i o n  involves  a c t i v i t i e s  which could have such effects.  


Appl i ca t ions  recommended f o r  approval w i l l  be s e l e c t e d  f o r  funding by t h e  Deputy

A s s i s t a n t  Sec re t a ry  for Populat ion Affairs? on t h e  b a s i s  o f  p r i o r i t y  scores ,  AFL 

program relevance,  and a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  funds.  


METHOD OF APPLYING 


Appl ica t ions  should be prepared on PHS form 398,  which is a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  bus iness  

or g r a n t s  and c o n t r a c t s  o f f i c e  a t  most academic and r e sea rch  i n s t i t u t i o n s  or fromr 


Office o f  Grants  I n q u i r i e s 

Divis ion  o f  Research Grants  

Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  Health 

Westwood Building,  Room 449 

5333 Westbard Avenue 

Bethesda, Maryland 20892 

Telephoner (301 )  496-7441 


Completed a p p l i c a t i o n s  should be submit ted t o :  


Divis ion  o f  Research Grants  

Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  Health 

Westwood Building,  Room 240 

5333 Westbard Avenue 

Bethesda, Maryland 20892 


Type a c r o s s  t h e  mail ing envelope and item two on t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f ace  page:

"Research on Adolescent Family Life." I n  add i t ion ,  "OPA-NIRA" should be added for 

proposa ls  f a l l i n g  i n  t h i s  s p e c i a l i z e d  ca tegory .  Organizat ions which contemplate 

submi t t ing  an OPA-NIRA a p p l i c a t i o n  should r eques t  r e l evan t  gu ide l ines  from t h e  OPA 

con tac t  named below before  developing t h e  app l i ca t ion ,  and fol low t h e  guidance 

contained t h e r e i n .  


Routine a p p l i c a t i o n  r e c e i p t  d a t e s  are February l r  June 1 ,  and October 1 ;  however,

f o r  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  announcement, OAPP encourages t h e  ear l ies t  poss ib l e  submission. 


IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACT POINT 


For gene ra l  information regard ing  t h i s  announcement, i n v e s t i g a t o r s  may contac t r  


Eugenia Eckard 

Office o f  Populat ion Affairs 

OASH, DHHS 

HHH Building,  Room 731E 

200 Independence Avenue, S.W. 

Washington, D . C .  20201 

Telephone: (202) 245-1181 
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