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NOTICES 

\ LETTERS OF INTENT 

P.T. 34; K.W. 1014002, 0710030 


Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  Heal th  


From time t o  time N I H  components r e q u e s t  a l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t  from a p p l i c a n t s ,  e i t h e r  i n  

response  t o  a s p e c i f i c  announcement o r  Request f o r  App l i ca t ions  (RFA) o r  i n  connec t ion  

wi th  a p a r t i c u l a r  t y p e  of award, e . g . ,  a program p r o j e c t  o r  c e n t e r  g r a n t .  I n  

t h o s e  i n s t a n c e s ,  a p p l i c a n t s  are asked t o  provide  t h e  name and addres s  o f  t h e  

p r i n c i p a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r ,  t h e  names o f  o t h e r  key personnel ,  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  

a p r o j e c t  t i t l e  t h a t  is  d e s c r i p t i v e  and s p e c i f i c a l l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  t h e  p r o j e c t  o r  

a c t i v i t y ,  and t h e  RFA o r  announcement i n  response  t o  which t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  is  

be ing  submi t ted .  


Although le t te rs  o f  i n t e n t  are no t  r equ i r ed ,  are no t  b inding ,  and do n o t  e n t e r  

i n t o  t h e  review o f  subsequent  a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  t h e  informat ion  which t h e y  c o n t a i n  

is  ext remely  h e l p f u l  i n  p lanning  f o r  t h e  review o f  a p p l i c a t i o n s .  They a l low N I H  

s t a f f  t o  estimate t h e  p o t e n t i a l  review workload and t o  avoid  p o s s i b l e  c o n f l i c t  o f  

i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  review.  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  should  it appear  t h a t  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  a p p l i c a n t 

h a s  misunderstood a s p e c i f i c  s o l i c i t a t i o n  o r  op ted  f o r  an  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  funding  mechanism,

N I H  s taff  w i l l  o r d i n a r i l y  respond t o  such l e t t e r s .  


I n  t h i s  con tex t ,  t h e  N I H  would t h e r e f o r e  emphasize t h e  b e n e f i t s  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a n t 

and t o  s t a f f  o f  having p r i n c i p a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  submit l e t t e r s  o f  i n t e n t  t o  t h e  

awarding component i f  t h e y  are s p e c i f i c a l l y  r eques t ed .  


DATED ANNOUNCEMENTS (RFPs AND RFAs AVAILABLE) 

STUDY OF THE CLINICAL PHARMACOKINETICS OF ANTICANCER DRUGS 

, RFP AVAILABLE: NCI-CM-73701-48 

P.T. 34; K.W. 0740020, 0710100, 0755015 

Na t iona l  Cancer I n s t i t u t e  

The Cancer Therapy Evalua t ion  Program (CTEP), of  t h e  Div i s ion  of  Cancer Treatment  
( D C T ) ,  Nat iona l  Cancer I n s t i t u t e  ( N C I )  i s  seek ing  an o r g a n i z a t i o n  wi th  t h e  
c a p a b i l i t i e s  and f a c i l i t i e s  t o  conduct s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  c l i n i c a l  pharmacokine t ics  o f  
a n t i c a n c e r  d rugs .  The p r i n c i p a l  o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h e  proposed c o n t r a c t  i s  t o  perform
pharmacokinet ic  a n a l y s i s  on samples from p a t i e n t s  wi th  malignant  d i s e a s e  accrued  t o  
s t u d i e s  wi th  e i t h e r  s i n g l e  o r  combinat ions o f  a new o r  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n t i c a n c e r  
agentcs ) .  Al though these  e f for t s  w i l l  p r i m a r i l y  be aimed a t  pharmacokinet ic
a n a l y s i s  of samples from p a t i e n t s  accrued  t o  Phase I s t u d i e s ,  Phase I1 and Phase I11 
s t u d i e s  are n o t  p rec luded .  Th i s  c o n t r a c t  w i l l  suppor t  on ly  t h e  e f f o r t s  d i r e c t e d  
toward t h e  pharmacokinet ic  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  samples.  P a t i e n t  a c c r u a l  should  be 
suppor ted  through o t h e r  funding mechanisms. 

It is expected t h a t  samples from s t u d i e s  of two ( 2 )  a g e n t s  w i l l  be  eva lua ted  
annua l ly .  Both t h e  a g e n t s  t o  be eva lua ted  and t h e  schedule  o r  s chedu les  t o  be used 
w i l l  be  s e l e c t e d  by t h e  P r o j e c t  Officer i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r  Sen io r  S t a f f  o f  
t h e  Div i s ion  o f  Cancer Treatment ( D C T ) ,  N C I ,  and wi th  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r ’ s  P r i n c i p a l
I n v e s t i g a t o r .  The DCT w i l l  be r e s p o n s i b l e  �or provid ing  t h e  a g e n t s  f o r  s t u d y .  

T h i s  proposed a c q u i s i t i o n  i s  a r ecompe t i t i on  of an e x i s t i n g  c o n t r a c t  c u r r e n t l y  h e l d  
by The Ohio S t a t e  Un ive r s i ty  Research Foundation, N01-CM-47622. The Government 
a n t i c i p a t e s  t h a t  one award w i l l  be made. It is a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  
c o n t r a c t  w i l l  be  awarded on an inc remen ta l ly  funded b a s i s  f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  s i x t y  (60)
months. 
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II 


Y I  

T h i s  synops i s  is  n o t  a r eques t  f o r  p roposa l .  It is  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  RFP No. 

NCI-CM-73701-48 f o r  t h e  work desc r ibed  above w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  t o  i n t e r e s t e d  

o f f e r o r s  on o r  about  September 23, 1986, wi th  a due d a t e  f o r  r e c e i p t  o f  p roposa l s  on 

November 7, 1986. Copies o f  t h e  RFP may be ob ta ined  by sending  a w r i t t e n  r e q u e s t  

t o :  


Thompkins Weaver, J r . ,  Cont rac t  S p e c i a l i s t 

Treatment C o n t r a c t s  Sec t ion ,  Research Con t rac t s  Branch 

Nat iona l  Cancer I n s t i t u t e  

B l a i r  Bui ld ing ,  Room 228 

Bethesda,  Maryland 20892 


FIBROBLAST HETEROGENEITY I N  PULMONARY FIBROSIS 


RFA AVAILABLE: RFA-86-HL-30-L 


P.T.  34; K.W. 0715165, 1002004, 1002008, 1003002, 0710070, 0765035, 0710100 


Nat iona l  Heart, Lung, and Blood I n s t i t u t e  


Appl i ca t ion  Rece ip t  Date: March 16, 1987 


The Div i s ion  o f  Lung Diseases i n v i t e s  g r a n t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  a s i n g l e  compet i t ion 

f o r  suppor t  o f  r e s e a r c h  on t h e  r o l e  o f  f i b r o b l a s t  subpopula t ions  i n  i n t e r s t i t i a l  

pulmonary f i b r o s i s .  


The main o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h i s  s p e c i a l  g r a n t  program is  t o  i d e n t i f y  and c h a r a c t e r i z e  

f u n c t i o n a l  subpopula t ions  of  l ung  f i b r o b l a s t s  and t o  understand how t h e s e  

subpopula t ions  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  pulmonary f i b r o s i s ,  a d i s e a s e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by excess  

accumulat ion of connect ive  t i s s u e  i n  t h e  i n t e r s t i t i u m  o f  t h e  lung .  


A l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t  is reques t ed  by December 15, 1986, and t h e  dead l ine  f o r  r e c e i p t 

o f  a p p l i c a t i o n s  i s  March 16, 1987. The ear l ies t  award d a t e  f o r  s u c c e s s f u l  

a p p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  be  i n  September, 1987. Awards i n  connect ion wi th  t h i s  

announcement w i l l  be  made t o  f o r e i g n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  only  f o r  r e s e a r c h  o f  ve ry  unusual  

meri t ,  need, and promise,  and i n  accordance wi th  Pub l i c  Heal th  Se rv ice  p o l i c y 

governing such awards.  


Requests  f o r  c o p i e s  o f  t h i s  RFA should be addressed  t o r  


Anthony R .  Ka l i ca ,  Ph.D. 

Div i s ion  of  Lung Diseases ,  NHLBI 

Westwood Bui ld ing ,  Room 6A09 

5333 Westbard Avenue 

Bethesda, Maryland 20892 

Telephone: (301)  496-7034 


O N G O I N G  PROGRAM ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THE EPIDEMIOLOGY OF ALZHEIMER DISEASE AND OTHER 
DEMENTING DISORDERS OF OLDER AGE 

P.T. 34; K.W. 0715180, 0785055, 0710010, 0745020, 0411005 

Na t iona l  I n s t i t u t e  on Aging 

BACKGROUND 

The U.S. Congress, through t h e  "Heal th  Research Extension A c t  of 1985" (P.L. 99-158)
au thor i zed  t h e  Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  on Aging t o  "make a g r a n t  t o  develop a r e g i s t r y
f o r  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  of ep idemiologica l  d a t a  about  Alzheimer's  d i s e a s e  and i t s  
inc idence  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  t o  t r a i n  personnel  i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  such d a t a ,
and f o r  o t h e r  m a t t e r s  r e s p e c t i n g  such d i sease . "  Appl icants  were r e q u i r e d  t o  have 
" e x p e r t i s e  i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  ep idemiologica l  d a t a  about i n d i v i d u a l s  w i th  
Alzheimer 's  d i s e a s e  and i n  t h e  development of d i s e a s e  r e g i s t r i e s  ..." 
To execu te  t h e  i n t e n t  of Congress, t h e  N I A  i s sued  a Request f o r  App l i ca t ions  f o r  
Cooperat ive Agreements f o r  Alzheimer Disease P a t i e n t  Reg i s t ry  (ADPR). Th i s  Program
Announcement i s  in tended  t o  complement and t o  extend t h e  more narrowly de f ined  and 
spec i f ic  r e s e a r c h  i n i t i a t e d  by t h e  ADPR Request f o r  App l i ca t ions .  The Program 
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Announcement i s  designed t o  s o l i c i t  l i m i t e d  focused i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  t o  addres s  
d i a g n o s t i c  c r i t e r i a ,  sc reen ing  instrument  development and case f ind ing  procedures?
and methodological i s s u e s  i n  popula t ion  s t u d i e s  p r i o r  t o  launching  l a r g e  scale 
popu la t ion  based s t u d i e s  on t h e  important  s u b s t a n t i v e  ep idemiologica l  ques t ions .
Epidemiological  r e s e a r c h  is needed to complement o t h e r  ongoing c l i n i c a l  and b a s i c  
r e s e a r c h  sponsored by t h e  N I A  and o t h e r  components of N I H  on t h e  Alcohol,  Drug 

\%d Abuse, and Mental Heal th  Adminis t ra t ion ,  i nc lud ing  t h e  Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  
Neurological  and Communicative Disorders  and S t roke  (NINCDS), and t h e  Na t iona l  
I n s t i t u t e  o f  Mental Heal th  ( N I M H ) .  

j 

RESEARCH GOALS AND SCOPE 

Alzheimer d i s e a s e  and o t h e r  dementing d i s o r d e r s  of o l d e r  age are common c o n d i t i o n s  
i n  t h e  U.S. popu la t ion  and t h e  popula t ion  o f  o t h e r  developed c o u n t r i e s .  The U.S. 
popula t ion  a f f e c t e d  by Alzheimer d i s e a s e  has  been v a r i o u s l y  e s t ima ted  a t  2 t o  3 
m i l l i o n  cases. The imprec is ion  and v a r i a b i l i t y  of t h e  estimates of  t h e  inc idence  
and preva lence  o f  Alzheimer d i s e a s e  and o t h e r  dementing d i s o r d e r s  of o l d e r  age s t e m  
from d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  d i a g n o s t i c  c r i te r ia ,  d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  methods and t h e  unde r ly ing  
age s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  popu la t ions  s tud ied .  The need f o r  more d e f i n i t i v e  
epidemiologic  r e s e a r c h  is underscored by t h i s  imprec is ion  and v a r i a b i l i t y .  

Clear, o p e r a t i o n a l l y  de f ined  and reproducib le  d i a g n o s t i c  c r i t e r i a  are r e q u i r e d  f o r  
cases ve ry  e a r l y  i n  t h e  cour se  as w e l l  as t h o s e  wi th  more advanced d i s e a s e .  The 
Work Group on t h e  Diagnosis  of  Alzheimer Disease of t h e  Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  
Neurological  and Communicative Disorders  and S t roke  and t h e  Alzheimer's  Disease and 
Rela ted  Disorders  Assoc ia t ion  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s e t  o f  c r i t e r i a  f o r  t h e  c l i n i c a l  
d i agnos i s  o f  Alzheimer d i s e a s e .  These cr i ter ia  may no t  be opt imal  f o r  u se  i n  
sc reen ing  l a r g e  popu la t ions  as t h e y  were in tended  f o r  c l i n i c a l  u se  and were n o t  
o p e r a t i o n a l i z e d .  Screening  ins t ruments  wi th  known r e l i a b i l i t y ,  s e n s i t i v i t y  and 
s p e c i f i c i t y  a g a i n s t  t h e  c u r r e n t  s t a t e  o f  t h e  ar t  d i a g n o s t i c  procedures  f o r  t h e  
dementias of  o l d e r  age are r e q u i r e d .  These ins t ruments  must be c u l t u r a l l y ,
socio-economical ly ,  and educa t iona l ly  non-biased f o r  use  i n  c r o s s - c u l t u r a l  and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t u d i e s .  The sc reen ing  ins t ruments  must no t  be a f f e c t e d  by r e p e a t
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s  and must be easy  t o  use i n  l a r g e - s c a l e  popu la t ion  s t u d i e s .  

The development, s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  and v a l i d a t i o n  of  d i a g n o s t i c  s c reen ing  in s t rumen t s  
a g a i n s t  subsequent neuropathologica l  d i agnos i s  is a l s o  r equ i r ed .  Diagnos t ic
sc reen ing  ins t ruments  must be d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from c l i n i c a l  s c reen ing  in s t rumen t s  

M where a l l  presumed cases are r e f e r r e d  f o r  more ex tens ive  d i a g n o s t i c  e v a l u a t i o n s .  In  
I '  some popula t ion  s t u d i e s ,  it w i l l  no t  be p o s s i b l e  t o  s u b j e c t  each presumed case of 
,,+w,,v dementia t o  an e x t e n s i v e  d i a g n o s t i c  workup, so t h a t  ins t ruments  f o r  t h e  p r e d i c t i o n

of  t h e  probable  under ly ing  cause o r  causes  are needed. 

The development o f  more r e f i n e d ,  v a l i d  and r e l i a b l e  methods f o r  r e c o n s t r u c t i n g
h i s t o r i e s  of demented s u b j e c t s  and f o r  i n t e rv i ewing  proxy informants  is a l s o  needed. 

Examples o f  s p e c i f i c  s u b s t a n t i v e  r e sea rch  ques t ions  of  i n t e r e s t  inc lude :  

Is Alzheimer d i s e a s e  a s i n g l e  e n t i t y  r e f l e c t i n g  a s i n g l e  e t io logy/exposure ,  c l i n i c a l  
and neuropathologica l  p i c t u r e ?  A r e  t h e  neuropathologica l  f i n d i n g s  t h e  " f i n a l  common 
pathway" r e f l e c t i n g  m u l t i p l e  and d i v e r s e  e t i o l o g i e s  and v a r i e d  c l i n i c a l  p i c t u r e s ?  

What is t h e  n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y  o f  Alzheimer d i s e a s e ?  Does it vary  by age of o n s e t ?  By 
any o t h e r  i n h e r i t e d  o r  acqui red  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ?  

Does t h e  age - spec i f i c  inc idence  r a t e  con t inue  t o  rise wi th  advancing age,  even i n t o  
very  l a t e  l i f e ?  

Does t h e  sex  r a t i o  remain cons t an t  throughout  t h e  age span? 

What i s  t h e  impact o f  Alzheimer d i s e a s e  on l i f e  expectancy? How does it v a r y  by age 
a t  onse t ?  

What are t h e  immediate, p a t h o l o g i c a l l y  v e r i f i e d ,  causes  o f  dea th  i n  Alzheimer 
v i c t ims?  

A r e  Alzheimer p a t i e n t s  excess ive ly  vu lne rab le  t o  o r  p r o t e c t e d  from any o t h e r  
d i s e a s e s  o r  cond i t ions?  

What are t h e  p r e c u r s o r s  of  Alzheimer d i s e a s e  and o t h e r  dementing d i s o r d e r s  o f  o l d e r  
age? A s  reviewed by Mortimer and Hutton, s e v e r a l  r i s k  f a c t o r s  f o r  Alzheimer d i s e a s e  
have been impl i ca t ed  i n  small s t u d i e s  o r  p o s t u l a t e d  i n  t h e  r e s e a r c h  l i t e r a t u r e .  
Advancing age is t h e  only  c l e a r l y  acknowledged r i s k  f a c t o r .  A g e n e t i c
p r e d i s p o s i t i o n  has  been observed i n  some families. Other sugges ted  r i s k  f a c t o r s  

qw i nc lude  advanced p a r e n t a l  age,  s e l e c t i v e  v u l n e r a b i l i t y  t o  exposure t o  aluminum,
* exposure t o  slow v i r u s ,  immunologic d e f e c t s ,  t h y r o i d  d i s e a s e  and head t rauma.  The 
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c o n d i t i o n  appea r s  t o  be more common i n  women t h a n  men and perhaps s l i g h t l y  more 
common i n  b l a c k  women t h a n  white  women. There appears  t o  be an a s s o c i a t i o n  between 
Down syndrome and Alzheimer d i s e a s e  sugges t ing  a chromosomal d e f e c t .  The impact o f  
geographic ,  socio-economic, racial ,  e t h n i c ,  o r  c u l t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  on t h e  r i s k  
of developing Alzheimer d i s e a s e  are unknown. I n t e n s e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  non-affected 
people  90 y e a r s  o f  age and o l d e r  may prove t o  be a p a r t i c u l a r l y  f r u i t f u l  approach t o  

qw 	 r e s e a r c h  about r i s k  f a c t o r s  f o r  Alzheimer d i s e a s e  and o t h e r  dementing d i s o r d e r s  o f  
o l d e r  age .  See Mortimer and Hutton, "Epidemiology and Et io logy  of  Alzheimer's  
Disease", i n  S e n i l e  Dementia of  t h e  Alzheimer Type, J . H .  Hutton and A.D.  Kenney
( E d i t o r s ) ,  Alan R .  L i s r  I nc . ,  New York, 1985 and E. M .  Gruenberg, "Epidemiology o f  
S e n i l e  Dementia" i n  Advances i n  Neurology, Vol. l g i  B. S. Schoenberg ( E d i t o r ) ,  Raven 
Press, N e w  York, 1978, f o r  more d e t a i l e d  d i s c u s s i o n s  of t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s .  

The r e s e a r c h  q u e s t i o n s  are no t  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  l i s t  above. App l i ca t ions  which 
c r e a t i v e l y  and r i g o r o u s l y  address  any area o f  t h e  epidemiology of  Alzheimer d i s e a s e  
and o t h e r  dementing d i s o r d e r s  of o l d e r  age are i n v i t e d .  Appl icants  are p a r t i c u l a r l y
encouraged t o  develop improved case  f i n d i n g  techniques ,  t o  e v a l u a t e  and r e f i n e  
d i a g n o s t i c  cr i ter ia ,  t o  develop d i a g n o s t i c  s c reen ing  procedures ,  and t o  f u r t h e r  
advance ep idemiologica l  sampling and des ign .  

MECHANISMS OF SUPPORT 

App l i can t s  may use  t h e  Research P r o j e c t  Grant ( R o l l ,  Research Program ProjeCt  ( P o l ) ,
F i r s t  Independent Research Support  and T r a n s i t i o n  Award (R291, Research Career 
Development Award (K041, C l i n i c a l  I n v e s t i g a t o r  Award (K081, Academic Award (K081,
Phys ic ian  S c i e n t i s t  Award (K11 and K121, and t h e  Nat iona l  Research Se rv ice  Awards. 
P rospec t ive  a p p l i c a n t s  are encouraged t o  communicate wi th  t h e  N I A  p r o j e c t  o f f i c e r  
l i s t e d  a t  t h e  end of  t h e  announcement r ega rd ing  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  funding mechanism. 
Experienced s e n i o r  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  are p a r t i c u l a r l y  encouraged t o  cons ide r  t h e  
submission o f  Research Program P r o j e c t  a p p l i c a t i o n s .  

APPLICATION AND REVIEW PROCEDURES 

App l i can t s  may o b t a i n  informat ion  and t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  a p p l i c a t i o n  k i t s  from t h e i r  
i n s t i t u t i o n ' s  g r a n t s  o f f i c e  o r  by c o n t a c t i n g :  

Office o f  Grants  I n q u i r i e s
Div i s ion  o f  Research Grants  
Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e s  of  Heal th  
Bethesda, Maryland 20892 

y w  Telephone: (301 )  496-7441 

Although a l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t  i s  no t  a p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  applying,  p rospec t ive
a p p l i c a n t s  are encouraged t o  consu l t  wi th  t h e  p r o j e c t  o f f i c e r  r ega rd ing  t h e  
s c i e n t i f i c  g o a l s ,  des ign  and s u b j e c t  popu la t ion  of  t h e  proposed s tudy .  

On item 2 (Response t o  a S p e c i f i c  Program Announcement) of  t h e  f a c e  (f irst)  page o f  
t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  a p p l i c a n t s  should e n t e r :  N I A  Program Announcement-Epidemiology o f  
Alzheimer Disease .  

App l i ca t ions  should  be submit ted accord ing  t o  t h e  r e c e i p t  dead l ines  f o r  t h e  funding
mechanism chosen. 

App l i ca t ions  w i l l  be r ece ived  by t h e  N I H  D iv i s ion  of Research Grants  and respons ive
a p p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  be  ass igned  t o  t h e  N I A .  However, it should be recognized t h a t  
o t h e r  components, such as  NINCDS, and t h e  NIMH a l s o  have r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  
suppor t ing  Alzheimer Disease  r e l a t e d  r e s e a r c h .  Appl ica t ions  w i l l  be ass igned  t o  t h e  
a p p r o p r i a t e  group f o r  review and w i l l  be  reviewed i n  accordance with t h e  usua l  N I H  
peer  review procedures .  The review c r i t e r i a  are t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  
under ly ing  s c i e n t i f i c  m e r i t .  Following s tudy  s e c t i o n  review, t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  
be eva lua ted  by t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  Nat iona l  Advisory Counci l .  Awards w i l l  be  made on a 
compet i t ive  b a s i s  with a l l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  competing f o r  funding i n  a g iven  review 
cycle. 

c 
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INQUIRIES 


A l l  ques t ions  and correspondences 


Teresa S l u s s  Radebaugh, Sc.D. 

Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  on Aging

Bui ld ing  3 1 ,  Room 5C27 

9 0 0 0  Rockvi l le  Pike 

Bethesda, Maryland 20892 

Telephone: ( 3 0 1 )  496-9350 


\ur 

should be d i r e c t e d  t o :  
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OFFICE OF POPULATION AFFAIRS NEW INVESTIGATOR RESEARCH AWARD (R-23) 

P.T. 34; K.W. 0413000, 0730010, 0775020, 0403001, 0414014  

Office o f  Popula t ion  Affairs 
I 

e Office o f  Popula t ion  Af fa i r s  (OPA) is  modifying i t s  p r e s e n t  N e w  I n v e s t i g a t o r
esea rch  Award ( N I R A )  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  maximum amount of  funds  t h a t  can  be  awarded 

under t h e  mechanism. The N I R A  mechanism was formerly u t i l i z e d  by t h e  Nat iona l  
i n s t i t u t e s  o f  Heal th  and o t h e r  Pub l i c  Heal th  S e r v i c e  (PHS) agencies ,  bu t  f o r  N I H  h a s  been 
phased o u t  and r e p l a c e d  by t h e  F i r s t  Independent Research Support  and T r a n s i t i o n  
(FIRST) Award (R-29). To d i s t i n g u i s h  i t s  modif ied N I R A ,  OPA is  u s i n g  t h e  
des igna t ion ,  OPA-NIRA (R-23). The p o l i c i e s  and g u i d e l i n e s  pub l i shed  he rewi th  become 
e f f e c t i v e  f o r  OPA-NIRA a p p l i c a t i o n s  r ece ived  on o r  a f t e r  February 1, 1987. 
The OPA-NIRA program i s  des igned  t o  encourage new i n v e s t i g a t o r s  ( i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  who 
have i n t e r r u p t e d  e a r l y  promising r e s e a r c h  c a r e e r s )  t o  develop t h e i r  r e s e a r c h  w i t h i n  
t h e  program i n t e r e s t s  o f  OPA. To h e l p  b r i d g e  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  from t r a i n i n g  s t a t u s  t o  
t h a t  o f  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n v e s t i g a t o r ,  t h i s  s p e c i a l  g r a n t  suppor ted  program p rov ides
r e s e a r c h  g r a n t  funds  f o r  r e l a t i v e l y  inexper ienced  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  w i th  m e r i t o r i o u s  
r e s e a r c h  i d e a s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  experienced i n v e s t i g a t o r s  whose p rev ious  r e s e a r c h  h a s  
n o t  been i n  t h e  ado le scen t  pregnancy o r  fami ly  p lanning  f i e l d s  are encouraged t o  use 
t h e  OPA-NIRA mechanism t o  seek  suppor t  f o r  e n t e r i n g  t h e s e  s u b s t a n t i v e  f i e l d s  o f  
r e s e a r c h .  Funds f o r  t h i s  program are be ing  a l l o c a t e d  from a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  made t o  
OPA awarding u n i t s ,  t h e  Office o f  Adolescent Pregnancy Programs and t h e  Office o f  
Family Planning,  t o  f u l f i l l  t h e i r  l e g i s l a t i v e l y  mandated miss ions .  

ELIGIBILITY 

.An a p p l i c a n t  i n v e s t i g a t o r  must be sponsored by a non-Federal p u b l i c  o r  p r i v a t e
:nonprofi t  o r  f o r - p r o f i t  i n s t i t u t i o n  engaged i n  h e a l t h  o r  s o c i a l  r e s e a r c h  and l o c a t e d  
i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  o r  i ts  posses s ions  and t e r r i t o r i e s .  

These awards are r e s t r i c t e d  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  who have n o t  p r e v i o u s l y  been p r i n c i p a l
i n v e s t i g a t o r s  on a PHS-supported r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t .  Except ions may be g ran ted  t o  
i n d i v i d u a l s  who are changing t h e i r  f i e l d  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  endeavor .  If t h e r e  are 
q u e s t i o n s ,  a p p l i c a n t s  should  c o n s u l t  w i th  OPA s ta f f  concerning t h e  cho ice  o f  
aapp l i ca t ion  b e s t  s u i t e d  to t h e i r  needs.  

‘The p r i n c i p a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r  must o r d i n a r i l y  have an  advanced degree  or its
1 Tquivalent .  The a p p l i c a n t  should  have completed h i s / h e r  formal  p r o f e s s i o n a l

luca t ion .  I n  most i n s t a n c e s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r  w i l l  have no more t h a n  f i v e  
\fears of r e s e a r c h  expe r i ence  a f te r  complet ion o f  formal  t r a i n i n g  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  

;award is  made. If c l e a r l y  j u s t i f i e d ,  t h e r e  may be an excep t ion  t o  t h i s  f i v e  yea r
l i m i t a t i o n ,  a s  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  an i n v e s t i g a t o r  who i s  experienced i n  ano the r  f i e l d ,
bu t  is new t o  t h e  s tudy  o f  ado le scen t  pregnancy and fami ly  p lanning  r e s e a r c h  t o p i c s .  

An i n d i v i d u a l  may submit on ly  one OPA-NIRA a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  any p a r t i c u l a r  r e c e i p t
d a t e  and may n o t  submit concur ren t ly  any o t h e r  t y p e  of  PHS r e s e a r c h  g r a n t
a p p l i c a t i o n .  

REVIEW 

App l i ca t ions  f o r  OPA-NIRAs w i l l  undergo pee r  review by a Study S e c t i o n  managed by
t h e  Div i s ion  of  Research Grants  of The Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e s  of  Heal th .  P a r t i c u l a r  
a t t e n t i o n  w i l l  be  g iven  t o  t h e  fo l lowing:  

o 	 The adequacy o f  t h e  a p p l i c a n t l s  r e s e a r c h  and r e s e a r c h  t r a i n i n g  background as 
a guide  t o  f u t u r e  development i n t o  a c r e a t i v e  independent i n v e s t i g a t o r  w i l l  be  
eva lua ted .  The i n d i v i d u a l ’ s  p a s t  educa t ion ,  s c i e n t i f i c  t r a i n i n g  and 
commitment t o  a h e a l t h  o r  s o c i a l  r e s e a r c h  career w i l l  be  t aken  i n t o  account  
a long  wi th  t h e  r e s e a r c h  p roposa l .  Let ters  o f  r e f e r e n c e  are p a r t i c u l a r l y
va luab le  where t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r ‘ s  r e s e a r c h  o r i g i n a l i t y  and p o t e n t i a l  f o r  
independent i n v e s t i g a t i o n  are not  r e f l e c t e d  i n  h i d h e r  p a s t  r e s e a r c h  
exper ience .  

o 	 The p r i n c i p a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r ‘ s  r e s e a r c h  proposa l  w i l l  be  eva lua ted  f o r  
s c i e n t i f i c  meri t ,  o r i g i n a l i t y ,  f e a s i b i l i t y ,  adequacy o f  des ign  and p l a n s  f o r  
a n a l y s i s  and e v a l u a t i o n  o f  d a t a .  It is recognized  t h a t  an  i n v e s t i g a t o r  o f  
l i m i t e d  exper ience  i s  less  l i k e l y  t o  be a b l e  t o  submit an a p p l i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  
same b read th  and depth  as an exper ienced  i n v e s t i g a t o r .  The a p p l i c a t i o n  m u s t ,
however, g i v e  clear evidence of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r ’ s  a b i l i t y  t o  develop a sound 
r e s e a r c h  p l a n .  
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TERMS OF THE AWARD 

P r i n c i p a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  are d i r e c t l y  r e spons ib l e  t o  t h e  g ran tee  i n s t i t u t i o n  t o  which 

ww t o  source  o f  suppor t .  Replacement o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r  on an OPA-NIRA 
award w i l l  no t  be approved. c 
P r i n c i p a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  must make a t r u l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  commitment of t i m e  o r  e f f o r t  
t o  t h e  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  proposed. S a l a r y  suppor t  can be provided from t h e  award UP 
t o  $40,000 p l u s  f r i n g e  b e n e f i t s  accord ing  t o  t h e  t i m e  o r  e f f o r t  devoted t o  t h e  
p r o j e c t  . 
OPA-NIRA awards are made f o r  p e r i o d s  up t o  t h r e e  y e a r s  and are no t  renewable.  
The p r i n c i p a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r s ,  upon r e q u e s t ,  are expected t o  provide  OPA with 
informat ion  about t h e i r  s c i e n t i f i c  accomplishments, changes i n  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a t u s  

l o r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a f f i l i a t i o n  f o r  a per iod  o f  s i x  y e a r s  subsequent t o  t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  

t h e  awards are made. The employment s t a t u s ,  s a l a r y ,  t i t l e ,  and s t a f f  p r i v i l e g e s  are 
determined by t h e  g r a n t e e  i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  accordance with i ts  e s t a b l i s h e d  p o l i c i e s
f o r  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  of  t h e  same rank,  f a c u l t y  o r  employment s t a t u s  without  r ega rd  

i t h e  award. 

Except as o the rwise  s t a t e d  i n  t h i s  i s suance ,  awards w i l l  be adminis te red  under PHS
! g r a n t  p o l i c i e s  and Fede ra l  Regula t ions  42 CFR P a r t  74, i nc lud ing  requirements  f o r  

c o s t  s h a r i n g .  

APPLICATION PROCESS 

i The r e g u l a r  r e s e a r c h  g r a n t  a p p l i c a t i o n  form 398 must be used i n  apply ing  f o r  t h e s e  

awards.  App l i ca t ion  m a t e r i a l  may be obta ined  from t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n ' s  a p p l i c a t i o n 

c o n t r o l  o f f i c e  o r  from t h e  Office of  Grants  I n q u i r i e s ,  Div is ion  of  Research Grants ,  

Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  Heal th ,  Bethesda, Maryland 20892. 


The t i t l e  o f  t h e  program, "Office o f  Popula t ion  Affa i r s  New I n v e s t i g a t o r  Research 

Award," should be typed  on Line 2 face page o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  form 398. 


Direct c o s t s  may be reques ted  f o r  up t o  t h r e e  yea r s  of  suppor t .  The t o t a l  d i r e c t  

c o s t s  r eques t ed  must no t  exceed $225,000 f o r  t h e  three-year  pe r iod ;  no more t h a n  

$75,000 may be r eques t ed  i n  any one y e a r .  Up t o  $40,000 salary p l u s  a p p l i c a b l e 

f r i n g e  b e n e f i t s  may be reques ted  f o r  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r .  The amount 

r eques t ed  should ref lect  t h e  t ime and e f f o r t  t o  be d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  p r o j e c t  and must 

be consonant w i th  t h e  p o l i c i e s  of  t h e  g r a n t e e  i n s t i t u t i o n  governing s a l a r y  f o r  o t h e r  

i n d i v i d u a l s  of  similar r ank .  Technical  suppor t ,  s u p p l i e s ,  p u b l i c a t i o n  c o s t s  and 

l i m i t e d  equipment, as w e l l  a s  necessary  t r a v e l ,  may be reques ted  wi th in  t h e  d i r e c t  c 

c o s t  budget .  Requested funds may no t  be used t o  supplement a p r o j e c t  supported by

o t h e r  funds .  


I n d i r e c t  c o s t s  are a l lowable  i n  accordance wi th  HHS p o l i c i e s  f o r  r e sea rch  g r a n t s .  


Because many new i n v e s t i g a t o r s  may no t  have y e t  developed a s i g n i f i c a n t  b ib l iography 

of r e s e a r c h  accomplishments, p r i n c i p a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  may r eques t  p re sen t  o r  former 

s u p e r v i s o r s  t o  submit l e t t e r s  a t t e s t i n g  t o  t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  conduct ing 

independent r e s e a r c h .  


REVIEW CYCLE 

Receipt  d a t e s  f o r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  a r e  t h e  same as f o r  r e g u l a r  r e sea rch  g r a n t
a p p l i c a t i o n s :  February 1,  June 1 ,  and October 1 .  Funding d e c i s i o n s  can be expected
wi th in  e i g h t  months o f  an a p p l i c a t i o n  r e c e i p t  d a t e .  

PROGRAM AREAS AND CONTACTS 

OPA uses  t h e  OPA-NIRA mechanism t o  emphasize areas of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  are 
perce ived  t o  need s p e c i a l  emphasis. Therefore ,  any proposal  t h a t  does no t  f a l l  
wi th in  a r e a s  of  c u r r e n t  i n t e r e s t  t o  OPA w i l l  be r e t u r n e d .  I t  is suggested t h a t  
p o t e n t i a l  a p p l i c a n t s  con tac t  one of  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  l i s t e d  below p r i o r  t o  submi t t i ng  
an  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

Office of  Adolescent Pregnancy Programs, OPA: Research i n  t h e  fo l lowing  program 
areas are of  c u r r e n t  i n t e r e s t :  

The in f luence  o f  fami ly ,  pee r s ,  s o c i e t a l  norms, t h e  media and o t h e r  s o c i a l ,
demographic, economic and psychologica l  f a c t o r s  on t h e  postponement of  ado le scen t  
p r e m a r i t a l  s exua l  r e l a t i o n s ;  consequences of adolescent  p remar i t a l  sexual  r e l a t i o n s ;
i n f l u e n c e s  on and effects  of  t h e  adopt ion  op t ion  f o r  t h e  unmarried ado le scen t  mother 
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and h e r  baby; p a r e n t i n g  behavior  o f  t h e  unmarried ado le scen t  mother and i t s  effects  

on t h e  c h i l d ;  and e v a l u a t i o n s  of  p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  s t r a t e g i e s  o r  i n t e r v e n t i o n s  

des igned  t o  d e t e r  ado le scen t  p r e m a r i t a l  s exua l  r e l a t i o n s ,  support  f a m i l i e s  i n  

c h a r a c t e r  development and r e a r i n g  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  o r  provide  s e r v i c e s  t o  pregnant 

and p a r e n t i n g  ado le scen t s .  


Ms.  Eugenia Eckard 

Office o f  Popula t ion  Affa i r s ,  OASH, DHHS 

Hubert H .  Humphrey Bui ld ing ,  Room 731E 

200 Independence Avenue, S.W. 

Washington, D . C .  20202 

Telephone: (202) 245-1181 


Office o f  Family Planning,  OPA: Research i n  t h e  fo l lowing  program areas are o f  

c u r r e n t  i n t e r e s t :  


Family Planning c l i e n t  behavior ,  adolescent  fami ly  p lanning  c l i e n t s ,  male fami ly 

planning  c l i e n t s ,  t a r g e t i n g  of  fami ly  p lanning  s e r v i c e s ,  c l i n i c  personnel  behavior , 

o r g a n i z a t i o n  and management o f  fami ly  p lanning  s e r v i c e s ,  r o l e  o f  p r i v a t e  phys i c i an ,  


-. n a t u r a l  fami ly  p lanning ,  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s ,  and counse l ing  s e r v i c e s .  

D r .  P a t r i c i a  Thompson

Office o f  Popula t ion  A f f a i r s  

Hubert H .  Humphrey Bui ld ing ,  Room 731E 

200 Independence Avenue, S.W. 

Washington, D . C .  20201 

Telephone: (202) 245-1181 


Deta i l ed  informat ion  about  OPA's r e s e a r c h  areas o u t l i n e d  above can be  found i n  an 

announcement o f  "Oppor tuni t ies  f o r  Research on Adolescent Family L i f e "  and an  

announcement o f  "Oppor tuni t ies  f o r  Research i n  Family Planning Se rv ice  Del ivery 

Improvement," publ i shed  i n  t h e  November 8, 1985 N I H  Guide f o r  Grants  and Con t rac t s  

and a l s o  i n  t h e  November 18, 1985 Federa l  R e g i s t e r .  Copies o f  t h e  announcements may

be ob ta ined  from: 


Office o f  Grants  Management

Office o f  Popula t ion  A f f a i r s  

Hubert H .  Humphrey Bui ld ing ,  Room 75533 

200 Independence Avenue, S.W. 

Washington, D . C .  20201
c) Telephone : (2021 245-0146 
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