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NEURAL REGENERATION AND P L A S T I C I T Y  RESEARCH 

NATIONAL I N S T I T U T E  OF NEUROLOGICAL AND 

COMMUNICATIVE DISORDERS AND STROKE A N N O U N C E M E N T  

The Stroke and Trauma Program of t h e  Nat ional  I n s t i t u t e  of Neurological 
and Communicative Disorders and Stroke is encouraging t h e  submission of 
a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  r e sea rch  p r o j e c t  g r a n t s  and r e sea rch  program p r o j e c t  g r a n t s  
i n  t h e  area of n e u r a l  p l a s t i c i t y  and n e u r a l  regenerat ion research.  These 
research areas are being i d e n t i f i e d  as areas of s p e c i a l  emphasis f o r  
a d d i t i o n a l  r e sea rch  development. 

Applicat ions should b e  submitted i n  accordance wi th  t h e  s t anda rd  N I H  forms, 
procedures,  and schedules.  The next  dead l ine  f o r  t h e  r e c e i p t  of a p p l i c a t i o n s  
is November 1, 1977. I n q u i r i e s  should b e  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  S t roke  and Trauma 
Program, Nat ional  I n s t i t u t e  of Neurological and Communicative Disorders and 
Stroke,  Room 8A13, Federal  Building, 7550 Wisconsin Avenue, Bethesda, 
Maryland 20014; telephone (301) 496-4226. 

W' 
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MARINE AND FRESHWATER BIOMEDICAL 

.-


CORE CENTER GRANTS 


NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF ENVIRONMENTAL 


HEALTH SCIENCES A N N O U N C E M E N T  


Introduction Under a u t h o r i t y  of  t h e  Pub l i c  Heal th  Serv ice  A c t  as amended, t h e  
Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  of Environmental Heal th  Sciences (NIEHS) w i l l  award a 
l i m i t e d  number of  core  c e n t e r  g r a n t s  f o r  t h e  suppor t  of m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  
biomedical research  involv ing  a q u a t i c  organisms, wi th  focus on environmental  
h e a l t h  problems. The goa ls  of t h e  NIEHS i n  use of  t h e  co re  c e n t e r  g ran t  
mechanism are t o  augment t h e  n a t i o n a l  level of  b a s i c  biomedical research  
r e l a t e d  t o  environmental  h e a l t h  i n  marine and f reshwater  l a b o r a t o r i e s ,  and 
t o  assist i n  a t t a i n i n g  s t a b l e  environments f o r  research  and research  t r a i n i n g  
i n  which a q u a t i c  organisms are u t i l i z e d  i n  t h e  s o l u t i o n  of environmental  
h e a l t h  problems. The g r a n t s  w i l l  be  awarded on a competi t ive b a s i s .  Awards 
w i l l  be  l i m i t e d  i n i t i a l l y  t o  a maximum of  $100,000 d i r e c t  c o s t s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
yea r  and a n  award per iod  of fou r  yea r s .  However, funded g r a n t s  may be  
renewed on a competi t ive b a s i s  a f t e r  fou r  yea r s .  

Background The mission of t h e  NIEHS i s  t o  achieve understanding of  patho­
l o g i c a l  processes  a s  they relate t o  t h e  e t i o l o g y ,  d i agnos i s ,  t rea tment ,  and 
prevent ion  of  d i seases  and d i s o r d e r s  caused by environmental  f a c t o r s .  A 
s u b s t a n t i a l  number of p o t e n t i a l  h e a l t h  problems are known o r  perceived t o  be  
r e l a t e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  p o l l u t i o n  of  d r ink ing  water sources  and t h e  streams, 
l a k e s ,  and oceans which se rve  as important  sources  of food. Organisms i n  these  
waters o f t e n  accumulate t o x i c  subs tances  t o  l e v e l s  much h igher  than those 
found i n  ambient waters and f r equen t ly  develop d i so rde r s  and pa tho log ica l  
endpoints  very s i m i l a r  t o  those  exh ib i t ed  by t e r r e s t r i a l  organisms, i nc lud ing  
man. Thus, s t u d i e s  of a q u a t i c  organisms from po l lu t ed  waters may s e r v e  as 
e a r l y  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  p o l l u t i o n  and sometimes of  s p e c i f i c  hazardous subs tances ,  
both n a t u r a l  and man-made. Moreover, a q u a t i c  organisms may se rve  as va luab le  
experimental  model systems f o r  s p e c i f i c  d i seases .  Aquatic organisms are 
t r a d i t i o n a l  experimental  s u b j e c t s  f o r  s e v e r a l  d i s c i p l i n e s  i n  which environ­
mental  s c i ence  is rooted:  e.g.  , g e n e t i c s ,  comparative b io logy ,  embryology, 
pharmacology, and organ and reproduct ive  physiology. Because of g r e a t  
d i v e r s i t y  a long  t h e  phylogenet ic  scale ,  a q u a t i c  organisms o f f e r  unique 
oppor tun i t i e s  t o  explore  pa thologic  mechanisms i n  organs systems ranging 
from t h e  s imples t  t o  t h e  most complex, s o  t h a t  mechanisms r e l a t i n g  t o  
s p e c i f i c  ce l l s  and func t ions  can be s o r t e d  o u t  without  t he  confounding 
complexity of s t r u c t u r e s  and phys io log ica l  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s  p re sen t  i n  h ighe r  
organisms. 

General Description The Marine and Freshwater Biomedical (MFB) c e n t e r  g r a n t  
w i l l  be a core  support  mechanism f o r  i n t e g r a t i n g ,  coord ina t ing ,  and f o s t e r i n g  
i n t e r a c t i o n  and cooperat ion of a group of e s t a b l i s h e d ,  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  
i n v e s t i g a t o r s  conducting high q u a l i t y  research  c l e a r l y  r e l a t e d  t o  environmental  

^b 
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hea l th .  The i n t e n t  of t h e  NIEHS i n  employing t h i s  mechanism is t o  i n t e g r a t e  
and b u i l d  upon e x i s t i n g  e x p e r t i s e  and resources .  The core  gran t  w i l l  provide 
an added c a p a b i l i t y  and p o t e n t i a l  f o r  accomplishments g r e a t e r  than those  
poss ib l e  by support  of i nd iv idua l  p r o j e c t s  a lone.  An important a d d i t i o n a l  
s t r e n g t h  w i l l  be t h e  c r e a t i o n  of  an i n t e l l e c t u a l  and academic environment f o r  
high q u a l i t y  research  t r a i n i n g  i n  marine and freshwater  biology as resources  
f o r  environmental  and o t h e r  h e a l t h  sc iences .  

N I E H S  core  c e n t e r  g r a n t s  provide support  f o r  personnel ,  equipment, s u p p l i e s ,  
s e r v i c e s ,  f a c i l i t i e s ,  program enrichment,  and f e a s i b i l i t y  o r  p i l o t  s t u d i e s .  
They do not  provide d i r e c t  funding f o r  ongoing research  p r o j e c t s  per  se. These 
must be funded independently through o t h e r  suppor t  mechanisms, such as program 
p r o j e c t  g r a n t s ,  i nd iv idua l  research  g r a n t s ,  c o n t r a c t s ,  etc.  

Research Scope While the  u l t ima te  focus of  research  and resources  supported 
by N I E H S  is on man, i t  is  clear t h a t  mission r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  encompass t h e  
t o t a l  environment and t h a t  much of t h e  understanding of e t i o l o g i c a l  and 
pa tho log ica l  r e l a t i o n s  must b e  developed through experimental  models o t h e r  than 
man. The i n t e n t  of t h i s  program is t o  encourage f u l l e r  use of marine and 
freshwater  resources  i n  assessment,  p r e d i c t i o n ,  and determinat ion of mechanisms 
of environmental  f a c t o r s  hazardous t o  man. Thus, program areas o f  p a r t i c u l a r  
iil&erestinc lude ,  bu t  are not  l imi t ed  t o ,  t he  following: 

0 	 Dynamics and mechanisms of bioaccumulaxion and t ransformation 
of chemical p o l l u t a n t s  

e Behavioral  toxicology 

e Environmental mutagenesis and reproduct ive toxicology 

c Organ toxicology 

e Pharmacology 

0 Comparative toxicology and pharmacology 

0 Natura l  tox ins  

As implied i n  the  l i s t i n g ,  responsive proposals  w i l l  d e a l  wi th  t h e  in f luence  
of chemical and phys ica l  f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  environm'ent lead ing  t o  adverse e f f e c t s  
on phys io logica l  processes  and s t r u c t u r e s ,  behavior ,  and o t h e r  b i o l o g i c a l  
phenomena r e l evan t  t o  man's hea l th .  Examples of  s t u d i e s  t h a t  do not  f a l l  
w i t h i n  the  N I E H S  mission and w i l l  b e  deemed nonresponsive t o  t h i s  announcement 
are s t u d i e s  concerned p r imar i ly  with (1) t h e  food cha in ,  (2 )  n a t u r a l ,  unmodified 
a q u a t i c  environments and ecology, ( 3 )  n a t u r a l ,  -unmodified phys io logica l  
processes ,  development, behavior ,  reproduct ion,  i3nd spec ie s  v a r i a b i l i t y  of 
aqua t i c  organisms, and ( 4 )  a q u a t i c  systems monitoring and p o l l u t i o n  cha rac t e r i ­
za t ion  when s o l e l y  o r  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  t h e  purpose of s u r v e i l l a n c e  o r  survey.  

I n  add i t ion  t o  s t u d i e s  by laboratory s t a f f s ,  employment of v i s i t i n g  s c i e n t i s t s  
from medical schools  and o t h e r  academic i n s t i t u t i o n s  i s  encouraged f o r  
research  and f a m i l i a r i z a t i o n  with the  u s e  of marine and freshwater  organisms 
i n  biomedical research.  
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EZigibility Domestic nonprofit private or public institutions are eligible 
to apply for these grants. 

The applicant institution must establish an administrative structure that 

will foster successful scientific and administrative management. The key 

figure is the center director, who must be a recognized leader and who must 

make a significant time commitment to the scientific programs and administration 

of the center. 


While each center is expected to develop its own program in accordance with 

its resources, interests, and expertise, centers must be responsive to 

national environmental health research needs and must be willing to work 

cooperatively with the NIEHS and with other NIEHS centers. 


Letter o f  Intent Prospective applicants are required to submit a letter of 
intent to the NImS address given below prior to submission of a formal 
application. It is recognized that the preparation of applications for large, 

multi-investigator grants requires substantial investment of time, effort, and 

resources by the center director and the grantee institution. Consultation 

with NIEHS Extramural Program staff before submission of applications will 

provide for a determination as to whether the proposed research and mechanism 

fit the needs and mission responsibility of the NIEHS. If not, alternative 

support mechanisms may be discussed. 


The letter of intent should include a concise description of the proposed 

center. The description should indicate the unifying theme, research goals, 

identification of individually-supported projects with names of responsible 

investigators, curriculum vitae for core staff, a statement of existing 

research resources and requested renovations, and an estimate of the necessary 

level of support. 


The letter of intent should be submitted two to three months in advance of 

receipt dates for applications to allow adequate time for NIEHS staff review 

and consultation prior to preparation and submission of a formal application 

(see Application Receipt Dates below). 


NOTE: 	 Applications received without a prior letter of 

intent showing evidence of responsiveness of the 

proposed center to this announcement will be 

returned to the applicant organization in care 

of the proposed center director. 


A p p Z i c a t i o n  Instructions and Submission Upon determination of the appropriate­
ness of the proposed center and resources, applications will be submitted on 
the regular research grant application form (NIH 398) .  Supplemental instructions 
and guidelines for preparation of applications will be provided by the NIEHS. 
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Receipt  d a t e s  f o r  letters of i n t e n t  and a p p l i c a t i o n s  are: 

Letter of Applicat ion I n i t i a l  Council Earliest 
Intent Receipt Dates Review Review Beginning Dates 

August* November 1* February -
March 

May J u l y  1 

November February 1 June September - December 1 
October 

March June 1 October - January - A p r i l  1 
November February 

J u l y  October 1 February - J u l y  1 
March 

[*Receipt d a t e s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  yea r  of t h e  program are 
modified i n  o r d e r  t o  permit funding of t h e  f i r s t  
c e n t e r s  during FY 1978. Subsequently, r e c e i p t  d a t e s  
f o r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  co inc ide  wi th  e s t a b l i s h e d  N I H  r e c e i p t  
d a t e s  f o r  c e n t e r  g r a n t  a p p l i c a t i o n s .  Applicat ions 
received too l a t e  f o r  one review c y c l e  w i l l  be  he ld  
f o r  cons ide ra t ion  a t  t h e  nex t . ]  

The o r i g i n a l  and s i x  cop ie s  of t h e  completed a p p l i c a t i o n  should be mailed 
t o  t h e  Div i s ion  of Research Grants; address  l a b e l s  are included i n  t h e  
Form N I H  398 a p p l i c a t i o n  k i t s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  those copies  submit ted t o  
t h e  Div i s ion  of Research Grants ,  two copies  under s e p a r a t e  cover should 
b e  s e n t  t o  t h e  NIEHS con tac t  i n d i c a t e d  below. 

Reheu Process and C r i t e r i a  MFB c e n t e r  g r a n t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  be  reviewed 
f o r  sc ien t i f ic  m e r i t  by an  ad hoc review group. A s i te  v i s i t  t o  t h e  
a p p l i c a n t  i n s t i t u t i o n  w i l l  be  made t o  e v a l u a t e  t:he o v e r a l l  merit of t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n .  The review group w i l l  include e x p e r t  c o n s u l t a n t s  for each 
re sea rch  area of the  proposed center, the Execut:ive Sec re t a ry  of t h e  review 
group, and NIEHS s t a f f  o b s e r v e r ( s ) .  Review fact.ors w i l l  b e  given i n  t h e  
g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  provided by NIEHSl p r i o r  t o  submission of t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n .  

Subsequent t o  t h e  review s i t e  v i s i t ,  and p r i o r  t o  review by t h e  Nat ional  
Advisory Environmental Health Sciences Council ,  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  i n s t i t u t i o n  
may b e  v i s i t e d  by t h e  Centers Subcommittee of t h e  Nat ional  Advisory 
Environmental Health Sciences Council ,  accompanied by members of the NIEHS 
s t a f f .  

The f i n a l  review and recommendation on a l l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  assigned t o  NIEHS 
is made by t h e  Nat ional  Advisory Environmental Health Sciences Council. I n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  reviewing t h e  recommendations made during t h e  i n i t i a l  review of 
t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  t h e  Council cons ide r s  the  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  
t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  program goals  and mission of t h e  NIEHS. 
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Fundinq This program is included and provided for in the financial plans 
f o r  fiscal year 1978. Award of grants is contingent upon (1) a recommenda­
tion of approval and high priority by the reviewers indicated above and 
(2)  appropriation and allocation of funds for these grants. 

NIEHS Contact Letters of intent, copies of applications, and inquiries 
for further information should be directed to: 

Program Manager 

Special Programs

Extramural Programs 

National Institute of Environmental 

Health Sciences 

P.O. Box 12233 
Research Triangle Park, North Carolina 27709 

Telephone: (919) 541-3350 


-
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N I H ’ s  POLICY AND PROCEDURES ON SUBMISSION 

A. 

B. 


C. 

D. 


W 

AND ACCEPTANCE OF ,\\\ \\  

\ \ \ \  \ \ \REVISED REPORTS OF EXPENDITURES \P0IICY? 

PURPOSE This i ssuance  r e v i s e s  and supersedes N I H  G u i d e  for G r a n t s  and 
C o n t r a c t s ,  Vol. 5 ,  No. 19, November 15, 1976, pages 4 and 5 .  It states 
t h e  po l i cy  and descr ibes  the  procedures which w i l l  be used by N I H  i n  
handl ing r ev i sed  r e p o r t s  of expendi tures  submitted by g ran tee  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
and implements PHS Grants Adminis t ra t ion Manual Chapter 1-516, Submission 
and Acceptance of Rec’iaed Reports of Expenditures.  

APPLICABILITY This pol icy  covers a l l  N I H  g ran t  awards f o r  which the  
submission of a r epor t  of expendi tures  is ,required. 

BACKGROUND Current Publ ic  Health Service pol icy  r equ i r e s  t h a t  annual 
o r  f i n a l  r e p o r t s  of expendi tures  b e  submit ted t o  N I H  w i t h i n  90 days from 
t h e  end of  t h e  p e r t i n e n t  budget per iod o r  p r o j e c t  per iod.  However, t h e r e  
has  never been any uniformly s t a t e d  N I H  gu ide l ines  o r  po l i cy  on t h e  
acceptance of r ev i sed  annual o r  f i n a l  r e p o r t s .  Grantee i n s t i t u t i o n s  
from t i m e  t o  t i m e  submit rev ised  r e p o r t s  months and sometimes even years 
a f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  annual  o r  f i n a l  r e p o r t s  of expendi tures  have been sub­
mi t ted  t o  and processed by N I H .  Often t h e  r epor t  w i l l  relate t o  a grant  
which has  been c losed  and the  f i n a n c i a l  records purged from t h e  DHEW 
Federa l  Ass is tance  Financing System and t h e  N I H  Cent ra l  Accounting 
System. I n  o t h e r  cases t h e  rev ised  r e p o r t  may p e r t a i n  t o  an e a r l y  budget 
per iod  i n  a s t i l l  c u r r e n t l y  a c t i v e  g ran t  where the  prev ious ly  r epor t ed  
a c t u a l  ba lance  has been used t o  p a r t i a l l y  fund a succeeding budget 
per iod w i t h i n  t h e  p r o j e c t  per iod .  Under such circumstances,  i f  a r ev i sed  
r e p o r t  c la iming a d d i t i o n a l  expendi tures  i n  t h e  ear l ier  budget per iod  
is processed,  i t  r e s u l t s  i n  an  underfunding of t he  g ran t  f o r  t h e  suc­
ceeding budget per iod.  Through the  c o l l a b o r a t i v e  review e f f o r t s  of  
t he  NIH awarding u n i t s  and t h e  Div is ion  of F inanc ia l  Management, N I H ,  
many of t h e  proposed r e v i s i o n s  have been determined t o  be  unreasonable 
and, accordingly,  acceptance of  t he  r e p o r t  has  been denied. However, 
responding t o  t h e  mul t ip l e  r eques t s  from t h e  gran tee  i n s t i t u t i o n s  -
with  g r e a t  t i m e  variances involved - has  been d i f f i c u l t  and obviously 
has not  been handled i n  any uniform fash ion .  

POLICY 

1. 	 Annual o r  f i n a l  r epor t s  of  expendi tures  s h a l l  b e  submit ted t o  N I H  
w i th in  90 days from the  end o f  the  pert:inent budget per iod .  

2. 	 The N I H  expects  t he  gran tee  i n s t i t u t i o n  t o  maintain good and t imely 
account ing records with the  proper c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of expendi tures .  
Through f u l l  u t i l i z a t i o n  of  the 90 days a v a i l a b l e  f o r  submission of 
t he  annual o r  f i n a l  r epor t s  o f  expendit .ures,  t he  gran tee  must make 
every e f f o r t  t o  check and c o r r e c t  i t s  records s o  t h a t  accu ra t e ly  
f i l e d  i n i t i a l  r e p o r t s  w i l l  keep the  realuirement f o r  l a t e r  r e v i s i o n s  
t o  a minimum. 
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3. 	 When t h e  g ran tee  d e t e c t s  an excess ive  c l a i m  on a previous ly  submit ted 
r e p o r t  of expendi tures  a r e v i s i o n  m u s t  be  submit ted no matter how 
long t h e  l a p s e  of  t i m e .  

4. 	 When a rev i sed  r e p o r t  r ep resen t ing  a d d i t i o n a l  claims by t h e  g ran tee  
is necessary ,  i t  should be submit ted t o  N I H  as promptly as p o s s i b l e  
and must be  submit ted wi th  appropr i a t e  explana t ion  no later than one 
yea r  from t h e  due d a t e  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  r e p o r t  (15 months fol lowing 
te rmina t ion  d a t e  of t h e  budget pe r iod ) .  

5 .  	 NIH w i l l  no t  accept  r ev i sed  r e p o r t s  wi th  a d d i t i o n a l  claims by t h e  
g ran tee  when these  r e p o r t s  are received more than one yea r  a f t e r  
t h e  due d a t e  of t h e  i n i t i a l  r epor t .  Only under t h e  most excep t iona l  
c i rcumstances w i l l  an  NIB awarding u n i t  g ive  cons ide ra t ion  t o  a 
d e v i a t i o n  from t h i s  l i m i t a t i o n .  

E. IMPLEMENTING GUIDELIhWS 

1. 	 The Grants Sec t ion ,  Federa l  Ass is tance  Accounting Branch, Div is ion  of 
F inanc ia l  Management, N I H ,  i n  e x e r c i s i n g  its r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  
r e c e i p t ,  p rocess ing ,  and a u d i t i n g  of a l l  annual and f i n a l  r e p o r t s  of 
expendi tures  w i l l  no t  accept r ev i sed  r e p o r t s  w i th  a d d i t i o n a l  claims 
by t h e  g ran tee  unless  t h e  r ev i sed  r e p o r t  is rece ived  w i t h i n  one yea r  
from t h e  due d a t e  of t h e  i n i t i a l  r e p o r t .  

2. 	 I n  an  excep t iona l  case such as mentioned i n  D.5. above where t h e  
g ran tee  submits a r ev i sed  r e p o r t  beyond t h e  allowed t i m e  per iod  and 
provides  a d e t a i l e d  explana t ion  of s p e c i a l  o r  ex tenuat ing  circum­
s t a n c e s ,  t h e  Grants Sec t ion  w i l l  forward the  material t o  the  
appropr i a t e  awarding u n i t  f o r  i ts  acceptance or recommendation. The 
awarding u n i t  must t a k e  d e c i s i v e  a c t i o n  w i t h i n  30 days and r e t u r n  t h e  
materials t o  t h e  Grants  Sec t ion  t o  process  t h e  r ev i sed  r e p o r t  or 
n o t i f y  t h e  g ran tee  of nonacceptance. 

3. 	 For those  r ev i sed  r e p o r t s  of expendi tures  which i n d i c a t e  a ba lance  
due t h e  Government and are submit ted without  regard  t o  t iming 
l i m i t a t i o n s ,  t h e  Grants Sec t ion  w i l l  review and a u d i t  t h e  r e p o r t  
and adv i se  t h e  g ran tee  as t o  t h e  necessary ac t ion .  I f  t h e  p r o j e c t  
per iod  involved has  been closed i n  a p r i o r  f i s c a l  y e a r ,  t h e  g ran tee  
w i l l  be  requested t o  submit a check f o r  t h e  overpayment. I f  t h e  
p r o j e c t  per iod is s t i l l  a c t i v e  or w a s  c losed  w i t h i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  
f i s c a l  y e a r ,  t h e  g ran tee  i n s t i t u t i o n ' s  account w i l l  be  ad jus t ed  
through t h e  DHEW Federa l  Ass is tance  Financing System (DFAFS). 

F. EFE'ECTIVE DATE This  po l i cy  is e f f e c t i v e  October 1, 1977. 
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