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CANCER RESEARCH EMPHASIS GRANTS 

(CREG) A N N O U N C E M E N T  


TITLE - REASONS FOR VARIATION I N  CANCER PATIENT SURVIVAL BY RACE 

SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM REQUIREMENT The Nat iona l  Cancer I n s t i t u t e  (NCI) is 
accept ing  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  suppor t  of research  p r o j e c t s  designed t o  i n c r e a s e  
knowledge concerning t h e  b a s i s  f o r  v a r i a t i o n  by race i n  cancer  p a t i e n t  
s u r v i v a l .  For many forms of cancer ,  t h e  s u r v i v a l  exper ience  f o r  wh i t e  
p a t i e n t s  i s  more f avorab le  than  t h a t  f o r  b l ack  p a t i e n t s  even when t h e  d i sease  
is considered l o c a l i z e d  a t  d i agnos i s .  Furthermore,  a h igher  percentage  of 
b lack  p a t i e n t s  t han  wh i t e  have metastic d i s e a s e  when cancer  is  f i r s t  
d i scovered .  

Research i n  t h i s  area might i nc lude  s o c i o c u l t u r a l  parameters i n  an  a t tempt  
t o  exp la in  p o s s i b l e  d i f f e r e n c e s  by race i n  de l ay  from onse t  of d i s e a s e  t o  
cancer  d i agnos i s .  S tud ie s  of recur rence  and/or  p a t i e n t  s u r v i v a l  must t a k e  
i n t o  account v a r i a b l e s  of known p rognos t i c  and e t i o l o g i c  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  e .g .  
h i s t o l o g i c  type ,  e x t e n t  of d i s e a s e ,  and o t h e r  demographic, morphologic, 
and phys io log ica l  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of neoplasm and h o s t .  Proposals  should b e  
o r i e n t e d  toward s p e c i f i c  forms of cancer  and should inc lude  d e t a i l e d  p l ans  
f o r  d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  and s t a t i s t i ca l  a n a l y s i s .  

SIGNIFICANCE TO NCI PROGRAM GOALS Recognit ion of cancer  a t  i t s  most l i m i t e d  
and e a r l y  man i fe s t a t ion  is considered a promising way of reducing cancer 
m o r t a l i t y .  Therefore ,  s tudy  of groups of p a t i e n t s  demonstrat ing d i f f e r e n c e s  
i n  s u r v i v a l  improves t h e  chances of i d e n t i f y i n g  b i o l o g i c a l  f a c t o r s  t h a t  may 
prove u s e f u l  i n  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  of optimum t h e r a p e u t i c  approaches,  o r  i n  
modifying some aspec t s  of t h e  d e l i v e r y  o f ,  o r  access t o ,  medical care. 

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 


1. ELIGIBILITY A l l  nonpro f i t  o rgan iza t ions  and i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  S t a t e  and 
l o c a l  governments and t h e i r  agencies ,  au thor ized  Federa l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and 
i n d i v i d u a l s  are e l i g i b l e ,  according t o  N I H  g r a n t s  p o l i c i e s .  

2 .  THE APPLICATION Appl icants  should propose i n d i v i d u a l  p r o j e c t s .  The 
a p p l i c a t i o n  should very  s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e s c r i b e  t h e  background f o r  t h e  pro-
posed p r o j e c t ,  t h e  r a t i o n a l e  behind conducting t h e  proposed s tudy ,  
measurable o b j e c t i v e s ,  and s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  advcancing knowledge of cancer  
e t i o l o g y  and prognos is .  Applicants  must complete po r t ions  of t h e  a p p l i c a 
t i o n  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  procedura l  d e t a i l s  i nc lud ing  s tudy  des ign ,  assurance  of 
high q u a l i t y  d a t a  and a n a l y t i c a l  procedures ,  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r ' s  r e l a t e d  
experience,  f a c i l i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e ,  budget ,  and b iog raph ica l  in format ion  f o r  
key p r o f e s s i o n a l  personnel .  The a p p l i c a t i o n  should a l s o  s t a t e  t h e  d u r a t i o n  
of t i m e  f o r  which t h e  suppor t  i s  reques ted .  It is  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
p r o j e c t  per iod w i l l  no t  exceed f i v e  y e a r s .  
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3. SUBMISSION U s e  a p p l i c a t i o n  form PHS 398.  I n  both t h e  covering le t te r  
and a t  t h e  top  of t h e  space provided f o r  an a b s t r a c t  on page 2 of t h e-
a p p l i c a t i o n ,  i d e n t i f y  t h i s  CREG announcement by i t s  t i t l e  and t h e  number 
DCCP-32 and i t s  d a t e  of p u b l i c a t i o n .  Mail t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  and l e t t e r  t o  
Div i s ion  of Research Grants, Na t iona l  I n s t i t u t e s  of Heal th ,  Bethesda, 
Maryland 20014. 

4 .  RECEIPT DATE Appl i ca t ions  m u s t  be received i n  t h e  Div i s ion  of Research 
Grants ,  N I H ,  no la ter  than  November 1, 1977, i n  o r d e r  t o  be considered 
i n  t h e  competi t ion under t h i s  announcement. 

REVIEW 

Upon r e c e i p t ,  a p p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  be  reviewed by t h e  Div i s ion  of Research 
Grants (DRG) and N C I  s t a f f  f o r  responsiveness  t o  t h i s  announcement. I f  an  
a p p l i c a t i o n  is judged unresponsive,  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  w i l l  b e  given an opportu
n i t y  t o  withdraw t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o r  t o  submit i t  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  g r a n t  programs of N I H .  Appl icat ions judged responsive w i l l  be  
reviewed i n i t i a l l y  f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  m e r i t  by DRG s tudy  s e c t i o n s  i n  
February/March 1978, and secondly by t h e  National Cancer Advisory Board 
i n  May 1978. 

DRG w i l l  no t  accep t  an a p p l i c a t i o n  i n  response t o  a CREG announcement 
t h a t  is i d e n t i c a l  t o  one concur ren t ly  being considered by N C I  o r  o t h e r  N I H  -
awarding u n i t s .  

For f u r t h e r  information p o t e n t i a l  a p p l i c a n t s  may c o n t a c t  D r .  James L. Murray, 
Biometry Branch, D iv i s ion  of Cancer Cause and Prevent ion,  National. Cancer 
I n s t i t u t e ,  Room C-505, Landow Building,  Bethesda, Maryland 20014; te lephone,  
(301) 496-3116. 
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CANCER SESEARCH EMPHASIS GRANTS 

( CREG) A N N O U N C E M E N T  


TITLE - CANCER EPIDEMIOLOGY I N  COLLABORATION WITH THE 
NCI PROGRAM OF CANCER SURVEILLANCE, 
-EPIDEMIOLOGY, AND -END _RESULTS (SEER) 

SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM REQUIREMENT The Nat iona l  Cancer I n s t i t u t e  (NCI) is 
accept ing  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  suppor t  of r e sea rch  p r o j e c t s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of 
cancer  epidemiology and e t i o l o g y  which w i l l  be  conducted i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  
wi th  cancer  r e g i s t r i e s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  SEER program of cancer  
-Surve i l l ance ,  Epidemiology, and End Resul t s .  The SEER program provides  
informat ion  on- t r e n d s  i n  t h e  inc idence  of t h e  va r ious  forms of cancer ,  
v a r i a t i o n  i n  t h e  occurrence of cancer  among d i f f e r e n t  popula t ion  groups and 
i n  d i f f e r e n t  geographic  areas, changes, i n  gene ra l  t rea tment  p r a c t i c e ,  and 
t h e  a s soc ia t ed  cancer  p a t i e n t  s u r v i v a l  p a t t e r n s .  Data are obta ined  from 
a s e l e c t e d  number of population-based cancer  r e g i s t r i e s  t h a t  provide 
uniform informat ion  on a cont inuing  b a s i s  and p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  ad hoc s t u d i e s  
designed t o  i d e n t i f y  and assess e t i o l o g i c  and prognos t ic  f a c t o r s .  

Only l i m i t e d  p i l o t  o r  f e a s i b i l i t y  s t u d i e s  can b e  supported under t h e  p re sen t  
con t r ac t  agreements w i t h  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  r e g i s t r i e s .  Therefore ,  N C I  
is  now s o l i c i t i n g  f u l l - s c a l e  comprehensive CREG research  proposa ls  f o r  
a n a l y t i c  s t u d i e s  i n  e t i o l o g y  and/or prognosis  f o r  any form of cancer .  
Of s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  are r e sea rch  p r o j e c t s  which may l ead  t o  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
of f a c t o r s  which can b e  modified t o  reduce t h e  inc idence  and m o r t a l i t y  of 
cancer .  Purely d e s c r i p t i v e  s t u d i e s  are not  d e s i r e d .  Although s p e c i f i c  
research  p ro toco l s  are reques ted ,  t h e  a c t u a l  approaches and methods w i l l  
be l e f t  t o  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  of t h e  app l i can t s .  S tud ie s  may b e  e i t h e r  
r e t r o s p e c t i v e  o r  p rospec t ive  i n  des ign .  

R e g i s t r i e s  c u r r e n t l y  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  SEER program are: 

Regis t ry  I n s t i t u t i o n  

1. 	 C a l i f o r n i a  State  Department 
of Heal th  

2 .  	 Char i ty  Hosp i t a l  of 
Louis iana a.t  New Orleans 

3 .  	 Connecticut S t a t e  Department 
of  Health 

4 .  Emory Univers i ty  

5 .  	 Fred Hutchinson Cancer 
Research Center 

6 .  	 Research Corporat ion of t h e  
Univers i ty  of Hawaii 

Popula t ion  
Area Covered Covered - 1970 

San Francisco Bay 3,109 ,5  19 
area, f i v e  coun t i e s  

New Orleans area, 982,224 
t h r e e  pa r i shes  

E n t i r e  S t a t e  of 3,031,709 
Connecticut 

A t l an ta ,  f i v e  county 1,455,100 
Metropol i tan  area 

Seattle-Tacoma area,  2,300,000 
t h i r t e e n  count ies  

E n t i r e  S t a t e  of  H a w a i i  768,561 
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Populat ion 
Reg i s t ry  I n s t i t u t i o n  Area Covered Covered - 1970 

7 .  Un ive r s i ty  of Iowa E n t i r e  S t a t e  of Iowa 2,824,376 

8. Michigan Cancer Foundation D e t r o i t  Metropol i tan 4,199,931 
area, t h r e e  coun t i e s  

9.  Un ive r s i ty  of New Mexico E n t i r e  S ta te  of 1,016,000 
New Mexico 

10. Commonwealth of Puerto E n t i r e  i s l a n d  of 2,712,000 
R i  co Pue r to  Rico 

11. Unive r s i ty  of Utah E n t i r e  S t a t e  of Utah 1,059,273 

23,458,693TOTAL popu la t ion  covered, p re sen t  p a r t i c i p a n t s  

SIGNIFICANCE TO NCI PROGRAM GOALS The SEER program con r i b u t e s  t o  Obj ec i v e~-

No. 5 of t h e  Na t iona l  Cancer P lan ,  i . e . ,  "develop t h e  means t o  achieve an 
a c c u r a t e  assessment of t h e  presence,  e x t e n t ,  and probable cause of cancer  
r i s k s  i n  popu la t ion  groups ( inc lud ing  a t t e n t i o n  t o  precancerous l e s i o n s )  and 
of i n d i v i d u a l s  a l o n e  (d i agnos i s )  and i n  groups ( d e t e c t i o n )  as an a i d  t o  
prevent ion,  c u r e ,  o r  prognosis. ' '  The program a l s o  provides  a means f o r  
measuring p rogres s  i n  ach iev ing  Ob jec t ive  No. 6 ,  namely, "develop t h e  means 
t o  cu re  as many p a t i e n t s  as p o s s i b l e  and t o  ma in ta in  maximum c o n t r o l  of t h e  

w%precancerous p rocess  i n  p a t i e n t s  no t  cured." 

It is a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  epidemiologic r e sea rch  supported by t h i s  CREG program 
w i l l  produce s i g n i f i c a n t  new information which w i l l  he lp  achieve t h e  
o b j e c t i v e s  of t h e  Na t iona l  Cancer Plan. 

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 

1. 	 ELIGIBILITY A l l  n o n p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  S t a t e  and 
l o c a l  governments and t h e i r  agenc ie s ,  au tho r i zed  Fede ra l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  
and i n d i v i d u a l s  are e l i g i b l e ,  according t o  N I H  g r a n t s  p o l i c i e s ,  regard-
less of whether o r  no t  t hey  are p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  SEER program. 

2. 	 THE APPLICATION Applicants  should propose i n d i v i d u a l  p r o j e c t s .  The 
a p p l i c a t i o n  should very s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e s c r i b e  t h e  background f o r  t h e  
proposed p r o j e c t ,  t h e  r a t i o n a l e  behind conducting t h e  proposed s tudy ,  
measurable o b j e c t i v e s ,  and s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  advancing knowledge of 
cancer e t i o l o g y  and prognosis .  Applicants  must complete p o r t i o n s  of 
t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  p rocedura l  d e t a i l s  i nc lud ing  s tudy  
design,  a s su rance  of high q u a l i t y  d a t a  and a n a l y t i c a l  procedures ,  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t o r ' s  r e l a t e d  experience,  f a c i l i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e ,  budget,  and 
b i o g r a p h i c a l  information f o r  key p r o f e s s i o n a l  personnel .  Applicants  are 
expected t o  make t h e i r  own arrangements f o r  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  wi th  any of 
t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  SEER r e g i s t r i e s ,  and a l e t t e r  of support  should b e  
included i n  t h e  g r a n t  a p p l i c a t i o n .  The a p p l i c a t i o n  should a l s o  s ta te  
t h e  d u r a t i o n  of t i m e  f o r  which t h e  support  i s  requested.  It is  
a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o j e c t  pe r iod  w i l l  not  exceed f i v e  y e a r s .  
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3. SUBMISSION Use application form PHS 398. In -both the covering letter 

-and at the top of the space provided f o r  an abstract on page 2 of the 
applications, identify this CREG announcement by its title and the 
number DCCP-33 and its date of publication. Mail the application and 
letter to Division of Research Grants, National Institutes of Health, 
Bethesda, Maryland 20014. 

4 .  	 RECEIFT DATE Applications must-be received in the Division of Research 
Grants, NIH, no later than November 1, 1977, in order to be considered 
in the competition under this announcement. 

REVIEW 

Upon receipt, applications will be reviewed by the Division of Research 

Grants (DRG) and NCI staff for responsiveness to this announcement. If 

an application is judged unresponsive, the applicant will be given an 

opportunity to withdraw the application or to submit it for consideration 

in the traditional grant programs of NIH. Applications judged responsive 

will be reviewed initially for scientific merit by DRG study sections in 

February/March 1978, and secondly by the National Cancer Advisory Board 

in May 1978. 


DRG will not accept an application in response to a CREG announcement that 

is identical to one concurrently being considered by NCI or other NIH 

awarding units. 


W 
For further information potential applicants may contact Dr. James L. Murray, 

Biometry Branch, Division of Cancer Cause and Prevention, National Cancer 

Institute, Room C-505, Landow Building, Bethesda, Maryland 20014; telephone, 

(301) 496-3116. 
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