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ADVANCE REPORT ON RETAIL TRADE, MAY 1958

Total sales of retail stores in May were $17.3 billion, the U.-S. Department
of Commerce announced today. This advance figure, after adjustment for seasonal
factors and trading day differences was virtually unchanged from April and 1 per-
.cent below May 1957. '

-The May sales figures are based on the Advance Report on Retail Trade, a
monthly survey of the Bureau of the Census conducted in cooperation with a
representative cross~section of about 1,700 retail firms which, in total, operate
some 35,000 stores in the -United States. The firms which are cooperating in the
early reporting of sales are part of a larger group which furnishes figures at a

, later date. The advance estimates are preliminary and subject to revision, but
the revision of the total seldom exceeds l} percent.

The preliminary Census figures for May are shown in table 1 on the reverse
side. The Office of Business Economics noted that after adjustment for seasonal
factors and trading day differences, retail sales in May showed lititle change
from April in both the durable and nondurable goods groups. Small offsetting
changes were indicated for the various ma jor groups.

(more)



ADVANCE RETAIL SALES REPORT--PRELIMINARY ESTIMATES FOR MAY 1958

Table 1.--SALES OF RETAIL STORES IN THE UNITED STATES, BY KIND-OF-BUSINESS GROUP

(NOT ADJUSTED for seasonal factors and trading day differences)

Sales (millions of dollars)

Xind-of-business group —_— 1958 1957

May April May
Retail stores, t0talleeeiiineeneeennnnnnns 17,325 16,280 17,205
Food groupe...... Cicescenaranan catetencsescanes 4,440 4,048 4,043
GTOCETY StHOTeSuecsescinecsvsirocconcssssncans 3,954 3,575 3,613
Eating and drinking placeSececceceeceececosases 1,280 1,171 1,253
General merchandiSe groUDe.scecesccecrecaccssos 1,756 1,667 1,723
DepArtmEnt StOTOSeeeseeceeoacscoasvooscossnns) 21,023 963 3)
ADDPATEl GrOUDesscacssessseascasssccscssssancrens 1,063 1,056 998
Furniture and appliance grouPe.eccsecesscccesco 817 761 873
Lumber, building, hardware, farm equip. group.. 1,281 1,19 1,322
Automotive groUPececesececerocsncceacsaceccsnns 3,069 2,934 3,550
Gasoline service StationS..ecececececececseencons 1,356 1,252 1,293
Drug and proprietary StoreS...ccececescecsccess 547 521 . 920

See footnotes below table 2.

Sources Burequ of the Census

Table 2.-~SAIES OF RETAIL STORES IN THE UNITED STATES, BY KIND~OF~BUSINESS GROUP

(ADJUSTED for seasonal factors and trading day differences)

Percentage | Percéntage
changey, change,
Mey 1958 | . Sales April 1958
Kind-of-business group frome— (millions of dollars) from—
Apr.: May 1958 1957 Mar. | Apr.
1958 | 1957 May | Apr. Mar. | Apr. 1958 | 1957
Retail stores, totalles.ce.eeo | +0.1 ] =0.7 i6,534 16,512 (16,074 {16,437 +3 0
DUl‘able gOOdS S'bOI‘GS, 'bot&ll..... ','002 -1004 5,175 5’163 5,020 5,631 +3 -8‘
Nondurable goods stores, totall,. | +0.1| +4.5 [11,358(11,348|11,055 [10,806 +3 +5
Food group.......l..-......‘.I..'......ll'.b.....’....0 4,217 4,162 3,925 +l +7
Ea.bjng and drim{ing places....--.h..............lﬂo.l.l. 1’237 l’lgg 1,218 +3 +2
General merchandiSe GrOUDss.scesceccscccsasscscssosons 1,766 1,729} 1,717 +2 +3
Apparel group......t......._..-.lb........;........’....l 1,045 988 1’020 +6v +2
Furniture and appliance groUPs.sseeseeeceeceoecconsens 827 868 880 =5 )
Lumber, building, hardware, farm equipment groUDees... 1,146} 1,048 | 1,111 +9 +3
AutomotiVé gI‘OU.p.-o.....-....’oo....-..........--..ao.. 2,769 2,665 3,194 f'-+'z|' -13
Gasoline service StationSeec.seeecesecescssosonnscnennns| 1,283 1,267 | 1,259 / +1 +2
Dmg a—nd proprie‘tary’ Stores...".l....'ﬂ--ﬂ0_0.060..0..‘. 539 540 519 ' O . +4
Source: Office of Bus%pess Econo.

1Totals include data for kinds of business not shown separately.

“Basad on preliminary sstimates supplied by Federal Reserve Board.

*Comparable data not available.



