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In October 2002, MSHA created the Small Mine Office (SMO) to reach out to small mining 
operations to help them improve or develop safety and health (S&H) programs tailored specifically 
to the needs of their miners and operations.  These operations typically do not have the resources to 
employ full-time S&H professionals. 
 
Small mines – those employing 5 or fewer employees – represent about 50 percent of all U.S. 
mining operations:  approximately 500 small coal mines and approximately 6,600 small 
metal/nonmetal mines. From 2000-2002, the incidence of fatalities at these small mines was 
approximately 21/2 times greater than that of larger mining operations in the United States.   
 
What Does SMO Do? 
 
Specialists from the Small Mine Office show small mine operators that S&H programs do not have 
to be expensive, time consuming or complicated.  In fact, knowing what to do and having strong 
S&H programs in place can save small mine operators time and money. 
 
SMO specialists work one-on-one with small mine operators and miners showing them the business 
case for good S&H practices.  SMO specialists show small mine operators how to develop and 
maintain an effective S&H program and encourage them to adopt the SMO model S&H policy.   
 
SMO specialists also make small business owners aware of other sources of assistance offered by 
MSHA, including States Grants, Educational Field Services, Technical Support, and the Holmes 
Safety Association.  SMO helps small mine operators and their miners with compliance concerns, 
and they make presentations at seminars and workshops highlighting the benefits of effective S&H 
programs. 
 
SMO visits can last from two to eight hours and cover various topics including: 
 
Part 41 Legal Identity    Part 46 or 48 Training Plan 
Part 56 Safety Standards   Part 46 or 48 Records of Training 
Safety and Health Audit   Part 47 HAZCOM 
Health and Safety Policy   Part 50 Accident Reporting 
Mobile Equipment Exams - Checklists Part 50 Quarterly Reports 
Workplace Examinations - Checklists Part 62 Occupational Noise 
Guarding     Occupational Dust Control 
Continuity and Resistance Test  Citation and Order Review 
Fire Fighting Equipment Inspection  Miner Rights 
First Aid     Risk Assessment  
Part 45 Independent Contractor   Holmes Safety 
State Grants Contacts    Education Field Services Contacts 



  
What Has SMO Accomplished? 
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 (SMO began assisting Small Mine Operations in 2003)  
 
• Since January 2003, the SMO has helped the operators of approximately 6,500 mines develop a 

written S&H program tailored to fit their individual mining operations.  
 
• These mines include underground and surface anthracite coal, surface bituminous coal, sand & 

gravel, crushed stone, dimensions stone, and underground gold mining operations.   
 
• During the 5 years (CY 2003 – 2007), small mine operators assisted by the SMO reduced their 

fatal incidence rate to 0.018 (a 66 percent reduction from the 3-year average rate for CY 2000 - 
2002).   

 
• In contrast, small mine operators not assisted by the SMO had a fatal incidence rate of 0.045 (a 

15 percent reduction from the 3-year average rate for all small mines for CY 2000 – 2002).   
 
• By comparison, the fatal incidence rate for large mines was 0.017 (a 19 percent reduction from 

the 3-year average rate for large mines for CY 2000 – 2002).  
 
It should be noted that assistance to small mines by SMO does not mean that those small mines 
receive any less enforcement attention by MSHA.  In fact, MSHA continues its robust enforcement 
at all mines, which directly influences safety and health outcomes.   



How Do I Contact SMO? 
 
Contact MSHA’s Small Mine Office representative in your area, listed below, for further 
information. 
 
 
SMALL MINES OFFICE 
Kevin Burns - Manager 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 
1100 Wilson Boulevard Room 2142 
Arlington, VA 22209-3939 
Telephone: (202) 693-9594 
Fax: (202) 693-9571 
E-Mail:  Burns.Kevin@dol.gov 
 
Jodie Edwards – Management/Program Analyst 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 
1100 Wilson Boulevard – Room 2104 
Arlington, VA  22209-3939 
Telephone:  (202) 693-9587 
Fax: (202) 693-9571 
E-Mail:  Edwards.Jodie@dol.gov 
 
NORTHEAST AND NORTH CENTRAL DISTRICTS 
 
James F. Myer - Supervisor 
Mine Safety & Health Administration 
96 Integrity Drive, Suite F 
Hebron, Ohio 43025   
Telephone: (740) 928-0791 
Cell (740) 601-4211 
Fax: (740) 928-0931 
E-Mail: Myer.James.F@dol.gov 
 
Cheryl D. Ramsey 
Mine Safety & Health Administration 
Thorn Hill Industrial Park 
547 Keystone Drive 
Warrendale, PA  15806-7573 
Telephone: (724) 772-2333 
Fax: (724) 772-0260 
E-Mail: Ramsey.Cheryl@dol.gov 
 
Kennith J. Chamberlain 
Mine Safety & Health Administration 
1544 Route 61 
Hwy 5, Suite 6107 
Pottsville, PA  17901 



Telephone: (570) 385-0441 
Fax: (570) 826-6207 
E-Mail: Chamberlain.Kennith@dol.gov 
  
Mine Safety and Health Administration 
319 West Rio Road 
Charlottesville, VA 22901 
Telephone: (434) 975-2366 
Fax: (434) 975-2966 
E-Mail: 
 
Michael Jackley 
Mine Safety & Health Administration 
2200 Marquette Road 
Suite 110 
Peru, IL  61354 
Telephone: (815) 223-0697 
Fax: (815) 223-6501 
E-Mail: Jackley.Michael@dol.gov 
 
Phillip Moris 
Mine Safety & Health Administration 
50985 National Road 
St. Clairsville, Ohio 43950 
Telephone: (740) 695-2297 
Fax: (740) 695-2315 
E-Mail: Morris.Phillip@dol.gov 
 
David Barr 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 
315 West Allegan Street, Room 230 
Lansing, MI 48933 
Telephone:  (517) 377-1751 
Fax:  (517) 377-1598 
E-Mail:  Barr.David@dol.gov 
 
Joseph Kania 
Mine Safety & Health Administration 
1000 Elm Street, Ste 10 
Manchester, NH 03101 
Telephone: (603) 666-7691 
Fax: (603) 666-7609 
E-Mail: Kania.Joseph@dol.gov 
  
SOUTHEAST, SOUTH CENTRAL, ROCKY MOUNTAIN AND WESTERN DISTRICTS 
 
Steve Smith - Supervisor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 



1640 Park Avenue 
Bartow, FL  33830-3139 
Telephone: (863) 534-1610 
Fax: (863) 519-6435 
Cell: (863) 512-0031 
E-Mail: Smith.Steven.R@dol.gov 
 
Phillip Dahl 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 
10 West 15th Street, Suite 2100 
Helena, MT 59626 
Telephone:  (406) 441-1180 
Fax:  (406) 441-1182 
E-Mail:  Dahl.Phillip@dol.gov 
 
Brett Calzaretta  
Mine Safety and Health Administration 
Strom Thurmond Federal Building 
1835 Assembly Street, Room 365 
Columbia, SC 29201 
Telephone:   (803) 394-9038 
Fax:  (803) 765-5805 
E-Mail: Calzaretta.Brett@dol.gov 
 
Todd Schuller  
Mine Safety & Health Administration 
1992 Florida Blvd. Suite A  
Denham Springs, LA  70726 
Telephone:  (225) 791-0735  
Fax: (225) 664-0435   
E-Mail: Schuller.Todd@dol.gov 
 
Wally Pitney 
444 S.E. Quincy, box 38 
Topeka, KS 66683 
Telephone: (785) 295-2636 
Fax: (785) 295-2666 
E-Mail: Pitney.Walter@dol.gov 
 
Joes Gerhard 
Mine Safety & Health Administration 
6th and Kipling 
2nd Street Bldg. 25, E-16 
Denver, CO  
Telephone: (303) 231-5695 
Fax: (303) 231-5550 
E-Mail: Gerhard.Joel@dol.gov 
 



Edward C. Edwards 
Mine Safety & Health Administration 
West Park Plaza 
2455 West Chicago Street 
Rapid City, SD  57702 
Telephone: (605) 342-8457 
Fax: (605) 348-2077 
E-Mail: Edwards.Edward@dol.gov 
 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 
1815 14th Street, S.E. 
Albany, OR 97321 
Telephone:   (541) 924-8495 
Fax:  (541) 924-8499 
E-Mail: 
 
M. J. Turnipseed  
Mine Safety and Health Administration 
P.O. Box 817 
McAlester, OK 74502-0817 
Telephone:   (918) 423-5966 
Fax:  (918) 426-5989 
E-Mail:  Turnipseed.Mj@dol.gov 
509 S 3rd Street, McAlester, OK 74501 
 
Mine Safety & Health Administration 
377 Riverside Drive, Suite 104 
Franklin, TN 37757 
Telephone:  (615) 790-0562 
E-Mail: 
 
Arvel Hansen 
Mine Safety & Health Administration 
1000 Buchanan Boulevard 
Boulder City, NV 89005-2336  
Telephone:  (702) 293-4725 
Fax:  (702) 294-0893 
E-Mail: Hansen.Arvel@dol.gov 


