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SSSTTTEEEEEELLL   IIIMMMPPPOOORRRTTT   MMMOOONNNIIITTTOOORRRIIINNNGGG   AAANNNDDD   AAANNNAAALLLYYYSSSIIISSS   SSSYYYSSSTTTEEEMMM   
(((SSSIIIMMMAAA)))   NNNEEEWWWSSSLLLEEETTTTTTEEERRR   

 
 

VVVooollluuummmeee   VVVIIIIII http://ia.ita.doc.gov/steel/license/        December   222000000555 

 The purpose of this newsletter is to communicate changes to the license system, steel import monitoring 
and analysis system (SIMA), and other items of interest to make the program run smoothly. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WWWeeelllcccooommmeee   
The big news for this installment of our newsletter is 
the publication of the Final Rule on SIMA.  Please 
keep an eye out for code changes coming in January 
that will affect the licensing system.  Also, we will 
begin releasing steel export data and downstream 
product import data from Census on the website.   

Best Regards, 

The Steel Licensing Team 
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As an initial step in a broader push for greater cooperation between the NAFTA nations on steel initiatives, the 
Department has added links to the steel import monitors for both Canada and Mexico.  In the future, be on the 
lookout for the addition of NAFTA-wide steel monitoring, a part of the intra-NAFTA governmental effort at 
cooperation under the Security and Prosperity Partnership (SPP).    
 
Please click on the following links to access NAFTA partner countries’ steel monitors: 
 
For the Canadian Steel Export and Import Controls: http://www.dfait-maeci.gc.ca/trade/eicb/agric/steel-en.asp 
 
For the Mexican Import Monitoring, Iron and Steel Sector: http://204.153.24.121/consltPub/ 
 
 

FFFiiinnnaaalll   RRRuuullleee   PPPuuubbbllliiissshhheeeddd   
   
The Department published the Final Rule for the SIMA system on December 5, 2005.  For the text of this 
document please click on the following link: http://ia.ita.doc.gov/frn/0512frn/05-23627.txt. This is a 
continuation of the interim final rule and will not result in any changes for license filers.   
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PPPeeettteeerrr’’’sss   TTTrrrooouuubbbllleeessshhhooooootttiiinnnggg   TTTiiipppsss   
• Please be aware that the new system opens up new windows when you make certain selections in both 

applying for licenses and viewing tables and graphs.  If you are getting no response when selecting 
options, please make sure you have your pop-up blocker off and have checked other windows you 
may have open.   

• When submitting an application, a pop-up box may appear if the quantity or value of your item(s) is 
out of the normal range. If your figures are correct, simply press OK and proceed. 

• After submitting a license, the submit button will fade not allowing multiple applications. Please do 
not create another license, because a duplicate license will be followed by an email asking for a 
cancellation of one of the duplicates. This is done to ensure the accuracy of our data. 

• If you do submit a license with incorrect information you can easily go back and change that 
information using the “Correct License” feature available once you login with your user ID. 

• Make sure you check the box in the bottom left corner verifying that you completed the license to the 
best of your knowledge, if you do not check this box the license will not be processed. 

 
If you still experience problems, please do not hesitate to call or email the SIMA team for help.  Also, if you 
have ideas on how to better the system, please do not hesitate to contact us with suggestions.  v 
 

EEExxxpppooorrrttt   DDDaaatttaaa   aaannnddd   DDDooowwwnnnssstttrrreeeaaammm   PPPrrroooddduuuccctttsss   
 
Please keep on the lookout for additions to the Steel Mill Import Monitor. We are currently developing monitors 
of both steel mill product exports and downstream product imports and exports. Both monitors present 
monthly and annual Census data in a format similar to the current Steel Mill Import Monitor.  We value your 
suggestions so we can take them into consideration for future alterations. 

HHHTTTSSS   CCCooodddeee   CCChhhaaannngggeeesss   fffooorrr   222000000666   
   

§§§   EEEffffffeeeccctttiiivvveee    JJJaaannnuuuaaarrryyy   111,,,   222000000666   ttthhheee    fffooollllllooowwwiiinnnggg   HHHTTTSSS   cccooodddeee    wwwiiilll lll   bbbeee    dddiiissscccooonnntttiiinnnuuueeeddd   aaannnddd   rrreeemmmooovvveee ddd   fffrrrooommm   ttthhheee    
sssyyysss ttteeemmm:::   777222222777...999000...666000555000...   

§ RRReeeppplllaaaccciiinnnggg   ttthhhiiisss    cccooodddeee    wwwiiillllll   bbbeee    777222222777...999000...666000111000   aaannnddd   777222222777...999000...666000888000... 
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We encourage you to contact us with your ideas 
and suggestions. 

  
SStteeee ll   LLiicceennssee   TTeeaamm      EEmmaa ii ll ::    SStteeeell__LLiicceennssee@@iittaa..ddoocc..ggoovv  
IImmppoorrtt  AAddmmiinnii ssttrraa ttiioonn     PPhhoonnee ::  ((220022))  448822 --22110055  
DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  CCoommmmeerrccee     FFaaxx ::              ((220022))  550011 --11337777       
RRoooomm  22883377                                              
11440011  CCoonn ssttii ttuu ttiioonn  AAvvee .. ,,   NNWW  
WWaasshhiinnggttoonn,,   DDCC  2200223300                                            
  
 

DDDaaatttaaa   RRReeellleeeaaassseee   SSSccchhheeeddduuullleee   
CCCeeennnsssuuusss   222000000666   PPPrrreeellliiimmmiiinnnaaarrryyy   SSSttteeeeeelll   DDDaaattteeesss   

   
   JJJaaannnuuuaaarrryyy   –––   222///222888   MMMaaayyy   –––   666///222777      SSSeeepppttteeemmmbbbeeerrr    –––   111000///222444      
   
   FFFeeebbbrrruuuaaarrryyy   –––   333///222888   JJJuuunnneee   –––   777///222555   OOOccctttooobbbeeerrr    –––   111111///222888   
   
      MMMaaarrrccchhh   –––   444///222555   JJJuuulllyyy   –––   888///222999   NNNooovvveeemmmbbbeeerrr    –––   111222///222777   
   
   AAAppprrriiilll   –––   555///333111   AAAuuuggguuusssttt   –––   999///222666   DDDeeeccceeemmmbbbeeerrr    –––   111///333000         
   
SSSIIIMMMAAA’’’sss   dddaaatttaaa   gggeeetttsss   uuupppdddaaattteeeddd   eeevvveeerrryyy   TTTuuueeesssdddaaayyy   aaannnddd   wwwiiillllll   bbbeee   uuuppp   ooonnn   ttthhheee   wwweeebbbsssiiittteee   bbbyyy   WWWeeedddnnneeesssdddaaayyy   ooofff   eeeaaaccchhh   wwweeeeeekkk... 

DDDiiiffffffeeerrreeennnccceeesss   BBBeeetttwwweeeeeennn   LLLiiiccceeennnssseee   aaannnddd   CCCeeennnsssuuusss   ###’’’sss   
 
The Import Monitor presents a comparison of preliminary Census data and License data for the most recent 
completed month of Census statistical release (usually about two months back-dated).  Many times these 
numbers may be slightly off from each other.  Aside from user error in filling out licenses there are a number 
of issues that contribute to this differential as well: 
  
§ Census reports steel import data by “statistical month.”  Statistical months are based on the “date of 

release” of the import, and thus, if goods arrive too late in the processing cycle for inclusion in the 
statistical month, they will go into the next month’s set of data.  This carryover is then moved back 
into the correct month at the annual revision conducted by Census.  In contrast, the Import Monitor 
reports steel import data based on the "expected month of import" as reported in the steel licenses. 

 
§ Quantity and shipping weights are strictly monitored by Census for steel products and thus changes to 

these indicators occurs on over 100,000 records a month.  This can be a result of filer misclassification 
and keying errors. 

 
The Import Monitor has the option to “Compare Import Data from License to Census” as one of the menu 
options on the main page.  If you have any further questions on this issue please do not hesitate to contact us.  


