A | vHE secReTaRY oF COMMERCE
Wuhinnm Dﬁ 20230

0T 26 IS@Q

The Honorable Orrin Hatch
Chairman :
Committee on the Judzcxary
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

I am writing to urge the Conference Comrmttee to. expedmously resolve the outstanding issues’
“on H.R. 1554. The Administration believes the viewing public’s interest should be of paramount
importance during the Conference Committee’s deliberations, and those deliberations should
focus on two key goals - - enhancing consumer choxce and premotmg compentxon in the
mulnchannel video marketplace. : :

This Administration has long supported efforts to achxeve both of these goals. In this case, the
- Administration is particularly concerned that the broadcast carriage issues be decided in a way
that promotes greater access to local television signals for all Americans and enables satellite
service providers to offer services comparable to cable and thus. spur compet:tmn

As indicated in the April 26, 1999 Statement of Admuustratwn Policy on H.R. 1554 the o
Administration strongly suppotts the authorization of "local-into-local” service via satellite. The
Administration, however, believes the legxslanon should provide for phased-in carriage of local
broadcast signals. The Administration also urges the Conference Committee to refrain from
imposing any other broadcast carriage regulation unless the Federal Communications
Commission has had an opportunity to examine the potenual techmcal and economic 1mpact4m
satelhte carriers. e

The Admmxstrahen also believes that the 1egxslatwn should ensure. that ehglble consumers
receive good quality distant network programmmg signals. The legislation should authorize the -
Federal Communications Commission to adopt an ‘accurate means of determxmng whether a
consumer can receive such a signal. Finally, the Admxmstratxon urges the Conference

~ Committee to take into consideration the ‘impact of the transition to digital broadcasting on the

: Satelhte Home Vlewer Act and any new regulatlons reqmred by the Ieglslanon

: Thank you for your consxderatmn of the Admxmstratxon s views on thlS very 1mportant
: leglslanon ~ ~

 Willibm M. Daley
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