
CMRR EIS Alternatives öt Impacts

lntroduction
The U.S, Department of Energy's National Nuclear
Security Administration (NNSA) proposes to replace

the Chemistry Metallurgy Research (CMR) Building
located in TechnicalArea 3 (TA-3) at Los Alamos
National Laboratory (LANL). The Draft Environmental
lmpact Statement for the Proposed Chemistry and
Metallurgy Research Buílding Replacement Project
(CMRR Draft EIS) examines potential environmental

impacts associated with the proposed action of
relocating analytical chemistry (AC) and materials
characterization (MC) capabilities from the existing
CMR Building to a new CMRR facility at LANL. lt also
evaluates environmental impacts that could result
from the implementation of alternatives to the
proposed action.

Pre-design sketch
of proposed new
CMR Facilities
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Potential
Environmental lmpacts
The CMRR Draft EIS evaluates the
potential direct, indirect, and

cumulative environmental impacts

associated with the proposed action.
The environmental impacts analysis

, addrésses all.potentia! affected areas
in a,mánnêr commensurate with the
importance of the effects on each

resource area. Potential
environmental impacts are evaluated
for the following resource areas: land

use and visuql resources, site

infrastructure, air quality and noise,
geology and soils,:surface and
groundwater quality, ecological
resources, cultural and paleontological

resources, socioeconomics,
environmental justice, human health

impacts to workers and the public, and

waste management and Pollution
prevention. The CMRR DraÍt EIS also

evaluates the environmental
consequences of impacts common to

all alternatives, including
transportation, CMR Building and

CMRR Facility disposition, transition
period, sabotage, and cumulative
impacts, mitigation measures, and

resource commitments. The table at
right provides a summary and

comparison of the environmental
impacts for resource areas of interest

for each alternative evaluated in the

CMRR Draft ElS.
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Alternatives Analyzed in the CMRR Draft EIS
Reasonable alternatives include the following:

Alternative 2:

. Construct a new CMRR Facility in an undeveloped
"greenfield" area at TA-6 composed of two or
three buildings to house existing CMR Building
capabilities.

Alternative 3 and 4:

. Continue to use portions of the existing CMR
Building for office and light laboratory purposes
with minimal necessary structural and systems
upgrades and repairs. Move AC and MC
capabilities to new CMRR Facility laboratory
building(s) at TA-55 or TA-6, respectively.

No Action Alternative:
. Continue to use the current CMR Building for AC

and MC operations with minimal structural and
equipment component replacemenls and repairs
so that it could continue to function, although AC
and MC operations would be restricted to minimal
levels, No new facilities would be constructed.



Background
The existing CMR Building was constructed in

the early 1950s. lt houses LANL's AC and MC

capabilities. These capabilities are not

available at any other site within the
Department's nuclear weapons complex. These
AC and MC capabilities support virtually every
program at LANL including:

. Nuclear materials handling, processing,

and fabrication,

. Stockpile management,

. Materials and Manufacturing Technologies,

. Nonproliferation programs, and

. Waste Management.

Alternative 'l: Construct a new CMRR Facility
at TA-55 (Preferred Alternative)
ln 1992, planning and implementation of CMR Building

upgrades were initiated to address specific safety,

reliability, consolidation and safeguards issues.

However, in 1997 and 1998, a series of operational,
safety, and seismic issues surfaced regarding the long'
term viability of the CMR Facility. Because of these
issues, NNSA determined that the planned upgrades

would be more expensive and time-consuming than

originally estimated and less effective. As a result, the

NNSA decided to perform only the upgrades necessary
to ensure safe and reliable operation of the CMR

through 2010 and to seek a viable long-term solution.

The CMR Risk Management Strategy was approved in

January 1999. NNSA's goal is to ensure that AC and

MC capabilities are available beyond the year 2010.

The objective of the CMRR Project is to achieve that
availability. The NNSA must now decide how and

where to relocate existing CMR operations at LANL,

and what to do with the existing CMR Building if CMR

operations are relocated.

The public scoping process assisted NNSA in

identifying alternatives that were analyzed in detail in
the CMRR Draft ElS.

The Preferred Alternative
The Preferred Alternative is to construct a new CMRR

Facility in TechnicalArea 55 at LANL. lt would consist
of two or three buildings to house existing CMR

Building capabilities. The new buildings would be

expected to operate for approximately 50 years.

Proposed activities would also include the construction
of tunnels, storage vaults, utility and security structures,

and suitable parking lots to serve the new buildings.


