
For distinguished services through studies on the chemical 
constitution of bacteria. 
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With unukual persistence, remarkable insight aad c.stiardinary accuracy 05 
oboexvaCon, Oswafd T. Avery has devoted the, greater part of his scicn:ilic career to 
the study of the pn&umococ+us l ’ ’ ’ 

Animated by an unsurpassed intellectual curiosity and adcloire to conquer 
one of the moat deadly ‘enemi~e of man,’ ha undertook to elucidate in lo&al sequence 
the biological activities, 
qf any paeumococcus. 

the ixxxnuaolo&Zr charac ttristic s and t’ne pathogenic properties 
In this ha. 5d far sixcceedcd that tody it is f&r to a‘zy that more 

is known about this organism :&an +oui: any other human parasite. . 

were this all, _I,” it would be a unique accomplishment, bu: quite ~~-~rly in the 
‘cour~e~pf his invest@tiono he became interested in searching for a chnrr~icat 
cxplanafioaPor the type sp~cifici~~~f’~~eumococci. As a consequence, he diocovered 
and identified the capstiar polysacc&ride$‘and dcmons:rated thc;;c :a!~ in cktezmining 
this’ Gpecificity. . 

He furtharmclre succeeded in thkowing lia;ht on the txrx~ut~oiogiczG 
relationships of tile intzacel2ulsr constituents.. of this orgaaism. 

Through these di~coverie9 hc.laid.the foundation for his brilliant 
analy.sis in chemical terms of the &xxtigenic coastituZion of the whole penumococeus. 
He thu& established d perfect pattern for t’na antiganic analysis of o&e:z. micro-orpniscls 
bet41 by hi.mself and by others =.vho have followed in his footstc~s. 

Among Dr. Avery’ B many brilliant contributionc to sczientific knowledge, ’ 
.nono has been more outstanding than hie ‘Btudies on the antigenic constiktion oi 
bacgeria. Through them hs is one of the founders’of the science oi i.nxnunochei.rrictry, 
Because of them our comprehension of the ,comples problems of i&c:i3us disaxe 
has been immeasurzUy enriched. : ‘. 
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