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THE LASKER AWARD 1947
Presented By
THE AMERICAN PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION
. To .
OSWALD T. AVERY, M.D.

For distinguished services through studies on the chemical
coanstitution of bacteria.

With unusual peroxstence. remarkable insight and extraordinary accuracy of
obsexwation, Oswald T, Avevy has. devoted the greater part of his scientific carecer to
the studv of the pneurnococu.

_ Animated by an unsurpassed intellectual curicsity ard adesire to conguer
one of the most deadly enemies of man, he undertook to elucidate in logical sequence
the biological activities, the imumunological characteristics and the pathogenic properties
of any pneumococcus. In this ke so for succeeded that tody it is fair to say that more
is knowa about this organism than @out sy other human parasite.

: Were this dl, it would be 2 urique aceomplishment, but quite carly in the
‘course of his investirations he became interested in searching for achemical

explan\ﬁtxomor the type specificity of pneumococei. As a consequence, he discovered

and identified the capsula.r pcly.,acchandeg and demons»ra*ed thcm- *ole in determining
' th:s specificity.

rle furthermore succeeded in throwmg light on the immunoiogicsdl
' rela.:zonshxps of the mt::acellular constnuents of this orgaaism. ' '

Through these discoveries he.laid.the foundation for his brilliant
analysis in chemical terms of the antigenic constitution of the whole nenumococcus.
He thus established a periect pattern for the antigenic analysis of other micro-organisnis
both by hzmself and by others who have fonowed in his footsteps.

Among Dr. Avery's many brilliant contributions to scisntific knowledge,
none has been more outstanding than his studies on the antigenic constitution of
bacgeria. Through them he iz one of the fouaders of the zeience of immunochemictry,
Because of themn our comprehension of the comple.\ problems of infectious disease
bhas been immeasgurdly enriched. -

AS FAXED TO Dr. Lederberg by Dr. Gutterman
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