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This was a discovery of great importance that convinced the
phage group, but it was not original. As early as 1944 Oswald
Averyv and his colleagues at the Rockeleller Institute, New
York, had reported tanster of the abilitv 1o svathesize a
spectfic polvsaccharide capsule from one bactertad tyvpe of
Preumococcus to another by means of extracted and haghls
purified DNA. Avery suggested, verv wentatively, that DNA
might be the geneuc matertal. Both Delbruck and Luria knew
of this work some time before its publicanon and found it
interesting but faled 10 see s signiticance. s was under-
standable at the time since, although 1t had been known from
the end of the last century that DNA and protein were closels
assoctated i the chromosomes of higher organisms, the
chemical structure of DN A, unlike that ot protemn, appeared
to be too simple to carry complex mtormaton. Moreover,
Averyv's phenomenon seemed remote from the problems pre-
sented by phage and had been revealed by biochemical tech-
niques with which most phage workers were out of tune '’
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