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Final Data From the National Center for Health Statistics

Trends in Marital Status of Mothers at Conception
and Birth of First Child:
United States, 1964—66, 1972, and 1980

by Stephanie J. Ventura, A.M., Division of Vital Statistics

Introduction

The purpose of this study is to describe trends in marital
status for first-time mothers. An important aspect of the study
is analyzing data relating to the likelihood that a woman whose
first child was conceived outside marriage would marry before
the birth of the child. The data for this study are derived from
the 1964-66, 1972, and 1980 National Natality Surveys, con-
ducted by the National Center for Health Statistics.

Over the past several years, public interest has been fo-
cused on the rising number and proportion of infants born to
unmarried women. This increase has occurred during a period
when fertility rates for married women have been very low.
However, for teenage mothers in particular, the rise in the pro-
portion of births occurring to unmarried women has been dra-
matic, Among those giving birth for the first time, fewer have
been married prior to the child’s birth—only 50 percent in 1980
compared with 60 percent in 1972 and 76 percent in 1964-66.

During the years covered by these surveys, radical shifts
have occurred in the proportions of women unmarried at various
ages. For example, the proportion of white women unmarried
at ages 20~24 years increased from 34 percent in 1965 to 38
percent in 1972 to 51 percent in 1980.! The comparable pro-
portions for unmarried white women aged 25-29 years were
12 percent (1965), 16 percent (1972), and 27 percent (1980).
The increases were substantial for women of black and other
races as well, and the proportions unmarried were considerably
higher for these women than for white women, regardless of
age. These figures reflect the widespread delay of marriage dur-
ing the past two decades. It is also apparent that the discovery
of a nonmarital conception is no longer the impetus to a quickly
arranged marriage that it once was,

Data from earlier studies have shown the health impli-
cations associated with nonmarital childbearing?? as well as
the lifetime social and economic consequences of a nonmarital
or premaritally conceived first birth for a young woman.+-¢ A
previous study based on the 1980 National Natality Survey
showed, for example, that teenage mothers who were married
prior to conception were somewhat more likely to receive early
prenatal care than those who were married after conception
and that all married teenage mothers were much more likely
than unmarried teenage mothers to have begun prenatal care in
the first trimester.” Moreover, the levels of low birth weight
were substantially lower for babies born to married mothers
compared with unmarried mothers. Again, infants born to
mothers married prior to conception were less likely to be of
low birth weight than those born to mothers married within 8
months before the child’s birth.

In the following discussion as well as in the tables and
figures, the terms ‘““nonmaritally conceived™ and “conceived
outside marriage” are used interchangeably. ‘‘Premaritally
conceived” births are births to married women that were con-
ceived prior to marriage. In addition, births to unmarried
women are often referred to as “nonmarital” in the text and
tables.

Sources and limitations of data

It is not possible to compile data annually on the interval
between marriage and birth of the first child in the United
States because date of the parents’ marriage is not reported on
the birth certificate, However, this information can be derived
from the National Natality Surveys (NNS) conducted periodi-
cally by the National Center for Health Statistics. These sur-
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veys collect the dates of the mother’s marriage(s) and the first
birth from a national probability sample of mothers giving birth
in each survey year.

The data in this study are restricted to first births to un-
married and once-married mothers. Mothers married more
than once are excluded because it is not possible to measure
the interval between the current marriage and first birth for
many of these women. The number of first births included in
this analysis for 1980 is estimated to be 1,445,000 out of a
total of 1,546,000 first births in 1980. The difference between
these two figures of about 100,000 is an approximation of the
number of first births to mothers married more than once.

For married mothers a distinction is made between those
who married before and those who married after conception.
The interval “0—7 months” or “less than 8 months” is used as
a measure of premaritally conceived births to mothers who
married before the child’s birth. Information on the sampling
procedures, statistical reliability, and other aspects of these
surveys is presented in the Technical notes and in earlier
reports.8-10

Trends in marital and nonmarital
conceptions for all mothers

Of the 1,445,000 first births in 1980, 63 percent were con-
ceived within marriage according to data from the 1980 National
Natality Survey (table 1). This was the lowest proportion
measured in the three survey periods. Previous natality follow-
back surveys had shown an increase in this proportion from 67
percent during 1964—66 to 71 percent in 1972,1112 (See figure
1.) First births to women who had been married less than 8
months constituted only 12 percent of the total in 1980 and 10
percent in 1972 compared with 19 percent in 1964—66. This
indicates relative stability between 1972 and 1980 in the pro-
portion of first births occurring to married women who were
premaritally pregnant in contrast with an earlier decrease be-
tween 1964-66 and 1972. Simultaneously, the proportion of
first births occurring to unmarried women increased steadily
over this entire period, from 15 percent in 1964—66 to 19 per-
cent in 1972 and 25 percent in 1980.

Between the 1964—-66 and 1972 surveys the total propor-
tion of first births conceived outside marriage appeared to be
relatively stable, although the distribution of these births be-
tween those whose parents married before the birth of the child
and those whose parents were not married at the time of delivery
shifted somewhat (table 2), During the 1964—66 period, more
than half of the estimated 386,000 nonmaritally conceived first
births occurred to women who married within 8 months prior
to the child’s birth (218,000). By 1972, only one-third of the
estimated 359,000 nonmaritally conceived first births were to
mothers who married prior to the birth of the child. Between
1972 and 1980, the relative distribution of births according to
whether or not the mother married before the child’s birth stayed
about the same even though the proportion of first births that
were nonmaritally conceived had increased from 29 to 37 per-
cent (tables 1 and 2 and figure 1).

There were increases between 1972 and 1980 in the pro-
portions of first births to mothers aged 15-19 and 20-24
vears that were nonmaritally conceived, but the increase was
relatively larger for mothers aged 20-24 years. The data also
suggest an increase in nonmarital conceptions for mothers aged
25-29, but the difference is not statistically significant. Among
mothers in their early twenties, the proportion of first births
that were nonmaritally conceived rose from 18 to 28 percent
between 1972 and 1980. Almost all of the increase was in the
proportion of births to unmarried mothers. The proportion of
first births that occurred to mothers marrying prior to delivery
was similar in both years.

Nonmaritally conceived first births increased in 1980 to
unprecedented proportions of all first births among teenage
mothers—76 percent compared with 57 percent in 1964-66
and 59 percent in 1972. In both 1972 and 1980, two-thirds of
the nonmaritally conceived births among teenagers were to un-
married mothers and one-third to mothers marrying prior to
delivery (table 2). In contrast, in 1964-66 the proportion of
nonmaritally conceived first births to unmarried teenage women
was somewhat lower (43 percent) and the proportion of non-
maritally conceived first births to mothers married within 8
months of delivery was higher (58 percent).

The overall trends in nonmarital conceptions for white and
black women were similar to those for women of all races com-
bined (table 1 and figure 2). There were declines between
196466 and 1972 and then increases between 1972 and
1980 to levels close to those in 1964—66. For white women the
proportion of first births that were nonmaritally conceived in-
creased from 22 percent in 1972 to 31 percent in 1980, with
somewhat greater increases in the proportion of first births to
unmarried women (table 1). The rise in nonmaritally con-
ceived first births among black women was from 63 to 74 per-
cent during this period.

Trends in premarital conceptions for
married mothers

The first part of this report described trends in the marital
status of all mothers at the time their first child was conceived
and born. The analysis in this section is restricted to mothers
who were married when their first child was born; there were
1,083,000 first births to married women in 1980, The question
here is, was the birth conceived before or after marriage? For
the three survey years in this study, the trend in premaritally
conceived births for married mothers is a slightly V-shaped
curve (table 3 and figure 3). For all once-married women there
was a sharp decline from 22 percent in 1964—66 to 12 percent
in 1972 followed by a rise to 16 percent in 1980. Put another
way, although women who became pregnant outside marriage
in 1972 and 1980 were about equally likely to marry before the
child’s birth (table 1), married women who gave birth in 1980
were more likely than their counterparts in 1972 to have been
premaritally pregnant (table 3).

This trend (V-shaped curve) for mothers of all ages is also
found for mothers aged 15-19 and 20-24 years, with the pro-
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Figure 1. Percent distribution of first live births by mother's marital status at conception and birth of child: United States, 1964-86, 1972,

and 1980

portion of premarital conceptions for teenage mothers three to
five times as high as for mothers in their early twenties.
Although the overall trends are the same, the proportion of pre-
marital conceptions among married teenagers was higher in
1980 than in 1964-66 (52 percent compared with 43 percent),
whereas among married women aged 20--24 years, the propor-
tion of premarital conceptions in 1980 was lower than in
1964—66 (11 percent compared with 15 percent). Even though
the figures are not statistically reliable for mothers aged 25
years and older because of small samples, they suggest the
same pattern as for the younger mothers. White and black
married women giving birth to their first child in 1980 were
about equally likely to have conceived prior to marriage, 17
percent for white and 14 percent for black women (table 4).
An examination of mother’s educational attainment in-
dicates that there was an increase between 1964-66 and 1980
in the proportion of births to married mothers who had not
completed high school that were premaritally conceived, from
30 to 37 percent (table 5). In contrast, for mothers with at least

a high school diploma there were declines in premarital con-
ceptions, For example, for mothers with at least some college,
the proportion with premarital conceptions declined from 19 to
11 percent. The overall proportion of premaritally conceived
first births to once-married mothers declined from 22 to 16 per-
cent during this period.

One would expect that if increases in premarital concep-
tions are confined to women with limited educational attain-
ment, the increases might be restricted to teenagers. Data are
shown in table 5 for married mothers aged 15-19 years com-
pared with those aged 20—44 years. Because of sampling vari-
ability, many of the differences are not statistically significant.
However, the rise in premarital conceptions was particularly
noticeable for teenaged women with less than 12 years of
schooling. Among married mothers aged 20 years and older,
there were apparently declines in the proportions of first births
that were premaritally conceived in all educational-attainment
groups. This would suggest that married mothers giving birth as
teenagers in 1980 were substantially more likely than their
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Figure 3. Percent of first births to once-married mothers that were
premaritally conceived, by age of mother: United States, 1964—66,
1972, and 1980

counterparts in 1964-66 to have married because they were
already pregnant. In other words, although relatively few teen-
agers were married in 1980, a larger fraction of them had evi-
dently married in response to a premarital conception. This is
consistent with the finding that about half of the married teenage
mothers had less than a high school education in 1980, com-
pared with only about 7 percent of older mothers. A premarital
conception for a teenager can therefore have a much more crit-
ical impact on her educational attainment compared with the
impact on a woman in her twenties.
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Table 1. Number of first live births and percent distribution by mother’s marital status at conception and birth of child, according to race and age of mother: United States, 1964—66,
1972, and 1980 National Natality Surveys and birth-registration data

[Refers only-to first births to once-married or unmarried mothers. Due to rounding figures may not add to totals]

1980 1972 1964-661
15-44 156—-19 20-24 25-29 15-44 15—-19 20-24 25-29 15-44 15-19 20-24 25-29
Race and marital status of mother years years years years years years years years years years years years
All races? Number in thousands
Firstbirths ... ... i i it ii e 1,445 417 589 336 1,234 418 635 224 1,164 434 526 139

Percent distribution

L3 < | AU 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Married atconception. ... .. ... ..ttt iiieaanann 62.6 23.7 71.8 86.6 70.9 40.9 82.2 94.6 66.6 429 77.2 91.4

Unmarried atconception. .......c.cvvevineenrensannons 37.4 76.3 28.0 13.1 29.1 59.1 17.8 *5.4 334 56.9 22.8 *8.6

Married 0—7 months before birth. . ................... 12.3 26.1 8.7 *4.8 10.0 19.1 6.9 *1.8 18.9 32.7 135 *2.9

Unmarriedatbirth .............. ... ... i, 25.1 50.1 194 *8.3 19.0 40.0 10.8 *3.6 14.6 24.2 9.3 *5.8
White Number in thousands

Firstbirths ... .. ... i i 1,180 305 495 294 993 294 455 197 985 340 467 128

Percent distribution

2 L 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Married at cONCePtiON . . ..ot veivrvennreennenncraensnen 69.1 30.5 77.2 89.1 78.3 52.0 86.9 95.4 72.6 50.3 81.4 93.0

Unmarried atconception........co0ivivinnrinennnnnnnn 30.9 69.5 228 10.9 21.8 48.0 13.8 *4.6 27.3 49.4 18.6 *6.3

Married 0—7 months before birth..................... 14.2 33.4 9.9 *5.1 10.8 23.6 7.0 *2.0 18.2 34.4 12.2 *3.1

Unmarriedatbirth ... . ...t iiiiiiiinnnnnnn. 16.8 36.1 12.9 5.8 11.0 245 6.8 *2.56 9.1 156.0 6.4 *3.1
Black Number in thousands

Firstbirths ..ot iiiiii i i ittt iiaernanaanan 222 104 76 31 220 116 74 22 158 93 52 9

Percent distribution

LI 1 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Married at conception.....ovvuviiinierrriiionnsereenas 26.1 *4.8 *36.8 *64.5 37.3 121 59.5 *86.4 26.6 15.1 *36.5 *66.7
Unmarried at conception. ........cocuveiiiinneenenann. 73.9 95.2 64.5 *35.56 63.2 87.9 41.9 *13.6 73.4 83.9 63.5 *33.3
Married 0—7 months before birth. . ............c00tss 4.5 *5.8 *3.9 *3.2 *7.3 *8.6 *6.8 *. 241 25.8 *26.9 *-
Unmarriedatbirth . ........c.oiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnns. 69.4 89.4 60.5 *32.3 55.9 79.3 35.1 *13.6 49.4 58.1 *36.5 *33.3

1Figures are annual averages.
2|ncludes races other than white and black.
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Table 2. Number of nonmaritally conceived first live births and percent distribution by mother’s marital status at birth of child, according to
age and race of mother: United States, 1964—66, 1972, and 1980 National Natality Surveys and birth-registration data

[Refers only to first births to once-married or unmarried mothers]

1980 1972 1964-66"
15—44 16—-19 20-24 15-44 15-19 20-24 156—-44 16-19 20-24
Race and marital status of mother years years years years years years years years years
All races? Number in thousands
Unmarried at conception of firstchild .............. 540 318 165 359 247 95 386 247 120
Percent distribution
L3 1 O 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Married atbirth . ......... ... ... ... ... .. .. ... 33.0 34.3 30.9 34.5 32.4 38.9 66.5 57.5 59.2
Unmarried atbirth .......... ... .0 iieniiinnn, 67.0 65.7 69.1 65.5 67.6 61.1 43.5 425 40.8
White Number in thousands
Unmarried at conception of firstchild .............. 365 212 113 216 141 63 269 168 87
Percent distribution
Total vt e e 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Married atbirth . ........ ... . . i i i 45.8 48.1 43.4 49.5 48.9 50.8 66.5 69.6 65.5
Unmarried atbirth . ............ ... ... 54.2 51.9 56.6 50.5 51.1 49.2 335 304 345
Black Number in thousands
Unmarried at conception of firstchild .............. 164 a9 49 139 102 31 116 78 33
Percent distribution
10 - T 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Married atbirth . ........... .0 i 6.1 *6.1 *6.1 *11.5 *9.8 *16.1 32.8 30.8 *42.4
Unmarried atbirth . ....... ... . o i 93.9 93.9 93.8 88.5 90.2 83.9 67.2 69.2 *57.6

TFigures are annual averages.

2Jncludes races other than white and black.




Table 3. Number of first live births to once-married mothers and percent distribution by interval from first marriage to first birth, according to age of mother: United States, 196466,

1972, and 1980 National Natality Surveys

{Due to rounding figures may not add to totals]

Age of mother at first birth

15-44 years 15-18 years 20-24 years 25-29 years
Interval from first marriage to first birth 1980 1872 1964-66" 1980 1972 1964661 1980 1972 1964-66" 1980 1972 1964—-66"
Number in thousands
First Births. .. oo i e ii i ittt ciie i 1,083 999 986 208 251 329 475 477 477 308 216 131
Percent distribution
Allintervals. ... .. coviineniiniiiniinnnnnenenna, 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
lessthan8months ..........ccoiviiininvnnn... 16.4 12,4 221 52.4 31.9 43.3 10.8 7.8 14.8 5.3 *1.7 *3.3
BMONthS OrmMoOre. ... ..uvtierinrinenreeraonennn 83.6 87.6 77.9 47.6 68.1 56.7 89.2 92.2 85.2 94.7 98.3 96.7
8~11months ......ovuineniiiiei e, 9.0 20.0 221 16.3 35.0 27.5 11.0 19.8 215 *3.1 5.5 *14.4
12-23months .. ... i it e 24.3 22.3 29.3 27.0 27.0 25.4 315 24.5 35.6 15.5 14.4 20.8
24-35mMONthS .. .oiii et it et 15.7 16.7 11.6 *4.6 5.1 *2.9 2141 241 16.8 17.5 16.1 *15.1
36—47months . ... 11.4 11.4 5.8 *0.6 *0.4 *0.7 13.6 12.9 7.7 15.8 23.0 *11.0
48-59months .........civiiiiinrnennancnenan. 7.3 7.5 2.8 *0.1 *0.2 *0.1 6.8 7.2 1.9 12.1 15.6 *11.8
BOmonthsormore. ........c.oiviiunrnnrnennns 15.9 9.7 6.5 - *0.4 *0.2 5.4 3.7 1.6 30.7 23.8 23.6

Figures are annual averages.
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Table 4. Number of first live births to once-married mothers and percent distribution by interval from first marriage to first birth, according to
race of mother: United States, 1980 National Natality Survey

[Due to rounding figures may not add to totals]

Interval from first marriage to first birth All races’ White Black

Number in thousands
First births .. ........... P 1,083 982 68

Percent distribution

AL EBIVAIS & oot ittt e ettt e e e e 100.0 100.0 100.0
LESS than 8 MOMINS . . .ttt e ettt vt ittt n e et et et e ey 16.4 17.0 14.3
B MIONTS OF MIOTE .+ o ot vt et ettt st e et ettt ene s s s ae st ase ot eneanstanessas s aasansstonas 83.6 83.0 85.7
F T T I Y 13 U I 9.0 9.1 *8.2
LI L B YY1 1T T T . 24.3 23.8 31.8
B T 0141 Y-SR T 15.7 14.8 24.3
BB=4 7 MONENS . o v vt et ettt e et et e et e e e 11.4 11.7 *6.1
B850 MONMENS . o o e e et ettt et et ettt e e e e 7.3 7.6 *0.2
B0 MONMENS OF MIOFE &\ o ottt vttt et it ettt te s aeasaa s oaoenssasessstossnaenansenennn 15.9 16.0 156.2

Tincludes races other than white and black.
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Table 5.  Number of first live births to once-married mothers and percent distribution by interval from first marriage to first birth, according
to educational attainment and age of mother: United States, 1964—66 and 1980 Nationa! Natality Surveys

[Due to rounding figures may not add to totals]

7980

1964—667

Years of schoo! completed by mother

Years of school completed by mother

Age of mother and interval 0-11 12 13-75 16 years - 0-711 12 13—-156 16 years
from first marriage to first birth Total years years years or more Total years years years or more
15-44 years Number in thousands
Firstbirths ............00oeenns, 1,083 159 493 228 203 986 276 485 135 a0
Percent distribution
Allintervals ........ovevvvenrnnennn 100.0 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0
Less than8 months................. 16.4 374 17.8 10.6 *3.2 22.1 30.4 21.1 18.6 7.7
8monthsormore .................. 83.6 62.6 82.2 89.4 96.8 77.9 69.6 78.9 81.4 92.3
8-11 months..... e reea i 9.0 13.2 9.3 8.8 *5.3 22.1 23.2 22,2 21.6 18.9
12-23months. .. ................ 24.3 26.7 25,7 25.0 18.2 29.3 275 29.8 31.4 28.3
24-35months. ......covvriinnnn.n 15.7 9.7 15.6 18.7 17.3 11.5 7.2 12.2 12.2 19.9
36-47months. . ....c.covvvirenennn 11.4 *3.7 11.7 12.0 16.1 5.8 4.0 6.2 5.3 9.7
48 monthsormore . .............. 23.1 9.3 18.9 24.9 40.0 9.3 7.6 8.6 10.9 15.5
15-19 vyears Number in thousands
Firstbirths .............. o0 ivvnntn 208 103 95 *9 *2 329 184 132 13 *
Percent distribution
Allintervals .............ccvvvnen.. 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Lessthan8 months................. 52.4 54.0 48.7 *78.1 *26.4 43.3 41.3 45,9 *46.2 *
8monthsormore .................. 47.6 46.0 51.3 *21.9 *73.6 56.7 58.7 54,1 53.8 *
20-44 years Number in thousands
Firstbirths ... ... ....ciniaa 875 57 398 220 201 658 92 353 122 80
Percent distribution
Allintervals ..............ciivinnn. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Lessthan8 months................. 7.8 *7.3 10.4 7.9 *3.0 11.6 8.9 11.8 15.7 7.7
8monthsormore ...........cvevvuus e 92.1 92.7 89.6 92.1 97.0 88.4 91.1 88.2 84.3 92.3

Figures are annual averages.
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Technical notes

Sources of data

The data presented in this report are based on the 1964—
66, 1972, and 1980 National Natality Surveys conducted by
the National Center for Health Statistics. A detailed descrip-
tion of the methods and procedures of these surveys can be
found in “Methods and response characteristics: 1980 National
Natality and Fetal Mortality Surveys,”® and other reports for
the earlier surveys.%!® The following notes briefly describe
survey procedures relevant to this report.

The National Natality Survey (NNS) is based on a prob-
ability sample of registered live births in the United States for
‘the years 1964—66, 1972, and 1980. The 1980 NNS sample
consisted of 9,941 live births, or approximately 1 in every 363
live births. The sample for the 1972 NNS included 6,505
births or 1 in every 500 births. The 1964—66 sample included
a total of 11,331 births, or approximately 1 in every 1,000
births. Demographic and sociceconomic information beyond
that available from the certificate of live birth was sought from
the mother in a mailed questionnaire. To ensure their privacy,
mothers who were not married were not contacted in any
survey year; data shown in this report for unmarried mothers,
therefore, are based on registration information from the birth
certificates. The NNS data have been weighted to provide esti-
mates for the appropriate populations of live births in the
United States in 1964—66, 1972, and 1980.

Sampling error

Because NNS estimates are based on a sample, they may
differ from the figures that would have been obtained had all
live births been surveyed. The use of probability sampling
techniques makes it possible to approximate sampling errors
for these estimates.

The standard error is a measure of the variability that oc-
curs by chance because a sample rather than the entire popula-
tion is surveyed. Although the standard errors calculated for
this report reflect some of the random variation inherent in the
measurement process, they do not measure any systematic
error, or bias, that may be present in the data.

The chances are about 68 out of 100 that an estimate from
the sample differs by less than one standard error from the
figure that would be obtained from a complete census of all
births; the chances are about 95 out of 100 that the estimate
differs by less than two standard errors. The relative standard
error of an estimate is obtained by dividing the standard error
of an estimate by the estimate itself and can be expressed as a
percent. In this report an estimate is considered unreliable if it
is based on fewer than 30 sample cases in 1980, or fewer than
20 cases in 196466 and 1972, or if its relative standard error

NOTE: A list of references follows the text.

is 25 percent or greater. For purposes of this report, standard
errors for the 1980 NNS were estimated using a balanced
repeated replication technique. This technique produces highly
reliable, unbiased estimates of sampling errors. Its application
to the NNS is described elsewhere.? Standard errors for the
1964-66 NNS and 1972 NNS were estimated by interpola-
tion from tables showing approximate standard errors for those
survey years.

Standard errors for the percents shown in table 1 of the
text are presented in table I of these notes. Approximate stan-
dard errors for the percents shown in tables 2—5 are shown in
tables II-IV of these notes.

Testing differences

The determination of statistical significance for this study
is based on a two-tailed ¢ test, with a significance level of 5 per-
cent. Terms in the text relating to differences such as “higher”
or “less” indicate that the differences are statistically signifi-
cant unless otherwise noted. Terms such as ‘‘similar” or
“equally likely” mean that no statistically significant dif-
ference exists between the estimates being compared. No in-
ference about statistical significance should be made about any
differences not discussed in the text; they may or may not be

significant.

Definitions of terms

Age of mother—Age of mother refers to age at last
birthday and is recorded or derived from entries on the birth
certificate.

Educational attainment of mother—Educational attain-
ment refers to the highest grade of regular school completed.
Regular school consists of elementary and high school and
college or university and does not include trade or business
schools. Data are derived from responses on the questionnaire
concerning the highest grade of school attended and completed
by the mother.

First births—Live-birth order is derived from an item on
the birth certificate asking for the number of previous live
births. If there were no previous live births, this was a first
birth.,

Interval from first marriage to first birth—This is the dif-
ference in months between the date of first marriage as reported
on the questionnaire and the date of first birth as recorded on
the birth certificate.

Race of mother—Race is recorded or derived from entries
on the birth certificate. The category “white” includes all
mothers reported in the race item as white or as Mexican,
Puerto Rican, or Cuban.

e ———



Table 1. Standard errors for estimated percent distributions of first live births, expressed in percentage points, by mother's age, race, and marital status at conception and birth of
child: United States, 1964—66, 1972, and 1980 National Natality Surveys and birth-registration data
1980 1964—-66"
Race and marital status of mother 15-44  15-19 20-24 25-29 15-44 15-19 20-24 25-29 15-44 15-19 20-24 25-29
at canception and birth of first child years years years years years years years years years years years years
All races?
Married at conCepPtioN . ... .o ittt it i i 0.38 1.02 0.94 1.14 0.69 1.31 0.23 0.94 0.80 1.43 0.90 1.44
Unmarried at conception 0.52 1.46 0.74 0.91 0.54 1.50 0.66 0.48 0.80 1.43 1.04 1.44
Married 0—7 months before birth..................... 0.47 1.20 0.69 0.88 0.43 1.01 0.55 30.45 0.65 1.36 0.85 30.86
Unmarriedatbirth .. ........ccoiiiiiiiii i, 0.15 0.52 0.16 0.12 0.20 0.72 0.21 0.12 0.67 22 0.76 1.23
White
Married at conception . ......coi i ennnereranens 0.49 1.45 1.16 1.22 0.72 1.69 0.89 0.88 0.81 1.62 1.03 1.36
Unmarried atconception. . . .......cooiiveninennnenennse 0.62 1.88 0.76 0.94 0.59 1.83 0.69 0.54 0.81 1.62 1.03 1.31
Married Q—7 months before birth..................... 0.57 1.60 0.72 0.91 0.50 1.30 0.60 30.50 0.67 1.56 0.89 30.91
Unmarried atbirth . ...........c0 iiiiiii i, 0.12 0.46 0.13 0.1 0.14 0.60 0.15 0.09 0.49 1.16 0.69 30.91
Black
Married at COnCeption ........oviiene i tenniinnns 2.07 1.32 3.22 6.63 1.88 1.56 3.50 4.86 2.18 2.13 3.85 4
Unmarried atconception. . ......coivvvnivrariierenanns 1.66 2.28 2.89 3.48 1.68 2.31 2.50 1.33 2,18 2.19 3.85 *
Married 0-~7 months before birth..................... 0.68 1.78 1.81 2,66 0.87 1.36 1.50 - 212 2.66 3.53 -
Unmarried atbirth........... ..o o i, 1.43 1.44 2.28 2.57 1.26 1.68 1.66 1.33 2.47 2.99 3.856 ]

Figures are annual averages.
?Includes races other than white and black,
3The number of unweighted births in numerator of percent was fewer than 20 in 1964—66 and 1972 National Natality Surveys.
4Appropriate formulas were not available for calculating the standard errors of these estimates based on fewer than 20 unweighted births,

£ | Tesse———————— uodau SaISHeS IBUA Mlﬂlmw ]
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Table [l. Approximate standard errors for percentages expressed in percentage points: 1964—66 National Natality Survey

Estimated percentage

Base of percentage 2o0r 98 5o0r 95 10 or 80 20 or 80 250r 75 30 or 70 40 or 60 50
30,000......... ... 1.6 2.3 3.2 4.2 4.6 4.8 5.2 5.3
60000............ ... ... 1.1 1.8 2.4 33 3.5 3.7 4.0 4.1
100,000.................... 0.8 1.3 1.7 2.3 2.5 2.6 2.8 2.8
250000............0 il 0.5 0.8 1.1 1.6 1.6 1.7 1.8 1.8
500000.................... 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.0 1.1 1.2 1.3 1.3
1000000 .................. 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.7 0.8 0.8 0.9 0.9
2000000 .................. 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6

Table Ill. Approximate standard errors for estimated percentages expressed in percantage points: 1972 National Natality Survey

Estimated percentage

Base of percentage 2o0r98 5or 95 10 or 80 20 or 80 30 o0r 70 40 or 60 50
10,000. . .. i e e 2.2 3.5 4.8 6.4 7.3 7.8 8.0
30,000. ... .0t e e 1.3 2.0 28 3.7 4.2 4.5 4.6
BOO00. ..ot e e e 1.0 1.6 21 2.9 3.3 3.5 3.6
70,000 . . .. e e 0.8 1.3 1.8 2.4 2.8 3.0 3.0
100,000, ... ittt e e 0.7 1.1 1.5 2.0 2.3 2.5 25
200,000, .. .. e e 0.5 0.8 1.1 1.4 1.6 1.8 1.8
BOO,000. ... 0.3 0.6 .7 0.9 1.0 1.1 1.1
FOO000. ..ottt e 0.3 0.4 0.6 0.8 0.9 0.9 1.0
1000000 . ... iii i i 0.2 0.3 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.6
2000000 ... ..t e 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.6
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Table IV. Approximate standard errors for estimated percentages expressed in percentage points, by race of mother: 1980 National Natality
Survey

Estimated percentage
Race of mother and base of percentage 2or 98 5or 95 10 or 90 20 or 80 30 or 70 40 or 60 50
All races and white
10,000 . . i ittt 2.7 4.2 5.8 7.8 8.8 9.5 9.7
B0,000. ... . it i e e, 1.6 24 3.4 4.5 5.1 5.5 5.6
BO,000. ... ... 0iiuiiiiiiiiiiia it 1.2 1.9 2.6 3.5 4.0 4.3 4.3
FOO00. . et i i et e 1.0 1.6 2.2 2.9 34 3.6 3.7
100,000, .. i hiit ittt i ianeaenns 0.9 1.3 1.8 25 2.8 3.0 31
200,000, it i 0.6 0.9 1.3 1.7 2.0 2.1 2.2
500,000. ...t i 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.1 1.3 1.3 1.4
FO0000. . oot e e 0.3 0.5 0.7 0.8 1.1 1.1 1.2
1,000000 ... . iie it e 0.3 0.4 0.6 0.8 0.9 1.0 1.0
2,000,000 ..., it e, 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.7
Black

10,000 . . .ttt ittt e 2.8 4.3 5.9 7.8 8.1 9.7 9.9
B0,000. ..t iiiit it i, 1.6 2.5 3.4 4.6 5.2 5.6 5.7
BOO00 . ..ttt e e e 1.2 1.9 2.6 3.5 4.0 4.3 4.4
70,000 . .. i e 1.0 1.6 2.2 3.0 34 3.7 3.7
100,000, ... . ittt e ceanaenan 0.9 1.4 1.8 25 2.9 3.1 3.1
200,000, ... ittt i e 0.6 1.0 1.3 1.8 2.0 2.2 2.2
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Characteristics of American Indian and Alaska Native Births:
United States, 1984

by Selma M. Taffel, Division of Vital Statistics

Introduction

In 1984, Indian births represented only 1 percent of all
births in the United States. But the number of these births has
grown rapidly in recent years, from 25,864 in 1970 to 41,451
in 1984 (table 1), Between 1970 and 1975, Indian births in-
creased by 7 percent, between 1975 and 1980 by 34 percent,
and between 1980 and 1984 by an additional 13 percent.
These large increases are in sharp contrast to a 16 percent
decline in births for all races combined in the 1970-75 period
and an increase of only 2 percent in the 1980-84 period. A
substantial increase in the Indian population also occurred in
the 1970--80 period.! However, a preliminary evaluation of the
1970 and 1980 Censuses of Population suggests that some of
this increase may have been due to a greater frequency of in-
dividuals of mixed Indian and non-Indian descent reporting
their race as Indian.! This may also account for some of the
large increase in the number of Indian births.

Treaties dating from 1784 and laws enacted by Congress
establish the Federal Government’s responsibility for Indians
and Alaska Natives. Since 1955, the Indian Health Service
has provided a comprehensive health care delivery system for
Indian members of tribal organizations recognized by the Fed-
eral Government who reside in counties with Indian reserva-
tions or in contiguous counties. The Indian Health Service also
funds ambulatory care for Indians living in urban areas.

In this report, information derived from live-birth certifi-
cates is used to compare the demographic profile of Indian
mothers with those of white and black mothers and also to
compare birth outcomes (period of gestation, birth weight, and
Apgar scores). Racial designation is that of the child, and it is
determined from the race of both parents as entered on the
birth certificate (see Technical notes). For convenience in the

ensuing discussion, the terms Indian mother, American Indian
mother, and Alaska Native mother are occasionally used, re-
gardless of the mother’s actual reported race, because almost
three-fourths of Indian babies have mothers who are the same
race.

It was not possible to distinguish Eskimo and Aleut births
from other Indian births. Eskimos, Aleuts, and other Indians
residing in Alaska are referred to as ¢ Alaska Natives’’; those
residing in other States are referred to as ‘“‘ American Indians.”
The composite group of American Indians and Alaska Natives
is referred to as “Indian.” According to the 1980 Census of
Population, two-thirds of the Alaska Natives are Eskimos and
Aleuts and one-third are other Indians.!

In this report, a distinction is made between American
Indians and Alaska Natives because there are differences be-
tween these two groups with respect to their demographic pro-
files, health care, and birth outcomes. Comparisons are also
drawn between Indians living in reservation and nonreserva-
tion areas.

Geographic distribution of Indian births

In 1984, more than half (55 percent) of the American
Indian mothers were residents of the West, 22 percent were
residents of the South, 19 percent were Midwest residents, and
only 4 percent were Northeast residents (table 2). Slightly
more than half of all American Indian mothers were residents
of four States: Arizona and California, 15 percent each; Okla-
homa, 13 percent; and New Mexico, 9 percent. Minnesota,
Montana, North Carolina, South Dakota, and Washington
each accounted for 4 to 5 percent of American Indian births.
Births to Alaska Natives represented 6 percent of all Indian
births.

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

Public Health Service
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Age of mother and live-birth order

The age distribution of American Indian mothers in 1984
was fairly similar to that of Alaska Native mothers (table 3).
There were minor differences in the proportion of mothers
under 20 years of age (20 percent of American Indian mothers
compared with 18 percent of Alaska Native mothers) and in
the proportion of mothers aged 30 years and older (18 percent
of American Indians compared with 20 percent of Alaska
Natives). There are far more substantial differences between
the age distributions of Indian and white mothers. One in five
Indian mothers was under 20 years of age compared with only
1 in 10 white mothers (figure 1); 25 percent of white mothers
were 30 years of age or older compared with 18 percent of
Indian mothers. The age distribution of Indian mothers was
more similar to that of black mothers; 24 percent of black
mothers were under 20 years old and 17 percent of black
mothers were 30 years of age or older.

One of the reasons for the higher proportion of young
Indian than white mothers is that the Indian female population
is younger than the white female population; in 1980, the
median age of Indian females was 23.4 years compared with
32.5 years for white females.?

A comparison of American Indian, Alaska Native, white,
and black fertility can be made by examining the distributions
of births by live-birth order. As shown in table 4, these dis-
tributions are quite similar for American Indians and Alaska
Natives—about one-third of the births are first births and 18-

21 percent, fourth or higher order births. This is an indication .

that the fertility of American Indians and Alaska Natives is
quite similar.

There are proportionately more white and black first births
than Indian first births and relatively fewer white and black
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Figure 1. Percent of Indian, white, and black births to mothers
under 20 years of age: United States, 1984

fourth and higher order births., It appears then that Indian
women currently have substantially higher fertility than either
white or black women. This is further substantiated by a com-
parison of 1980 fertility rates from vital statistics data and the
number of children ever born to Indian, white, and black wo-
men as reported in the 1980 Census of Population. In 1980,
the fertility rate (births per 1,000 women aged 15-44 years)
was 103.6 for Indians compared with 64.7 for white women
and 88.1 for black women, The average number of children
ever born per 1,000 Indian women aged 15-44 years was
1,687; for white women, it was 1,246 and for black women,
1,576.

Educational attainment

American Indian mothers are more likely than Alaska
Native mothers to have less than 12 years of schooling; 39
percent of American Indian mothers compared with 31 percent
of Alaska Native mothers who gave birth in 1984 had not’
completed high school (table 5 and figure 2). However, the
same proportion of mothers of both Indian groups (20 percent)
had completed 13 or more years of schooling.

The educational attainment of Indian mothers as a group
was far less than that of white mothers and slightly less than
that of black mothers. More than twice the proportion of Indian
than white mothers (38 percent compared with 18 percent) had
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Figure 2. Percent of Indian, white, and black mothers with less
than 12 years of school: 47 reporting States and the District of
Columbia, 1984
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less than 12 years of schooling. The proportion of Indian
mothers with less than 12 years of schooling was also higher
than that of black mothers (33 percent). While 39 percent of
white mothers and 24 percent of black mothers had completed
13 or more years of schooling, only 20 percent of Indian
mothers had this level of educational attainment.

These differences in educational attainment cannot be
wholly explained by the younger age of Indian mothers. If
racial comparisons are limited to women aged 20 years and
older, it is still evident that the educational attainment of Indian
mothers is less than that of white or black mothers. For women
aged 20 years and older, 31 percent of Indian mothers, but 13
percent of white mothers and 23 percent of black mothers, had
less than a high school education; 24 percent of Indian mothers,
compared with 43 percent of white mothers and 31 percent of
black mothers, had completed at least 13 years of schooling
(table not shown).

It is important to note that the birth certificates for Cali-
fornia, Texas, and Washington did not include educational at-
tainment. In 1984 19 percent of Indian mothers resided in
these three States.

Births to unmarried women

Out-of-wedlock childbearing occurs with about the same
frequency among American Indian as among Alaska Native
mothers—397 per 1,000 American Indian births and 405 per
1,000 Alaska Native births were to unmarried women. The
overall out-of-wedlock ratio for Indian births (398 births to un-
married mothers per 1,000 total births) was intermediate be-
tween the white ratio (134) and the black ratio (592) (table 6).

Out-of-wedlock childbearing is more common among
young mothers and, as noted earlier, Indian mothers tend to be
younger than white mothers. However, this does not explain
the racial differential. For mothers in all age groups the Indian
out-of-wedlock ratio is higher than the white ratio and lower
than the black ratio. If each racial group had the same age
distribution as that of all races combined, there would be only a
small change in the comparative level of out-of-wedlock child-
bearing between Indian and white mothers and no change be-
tween Indian and black mothers. Before adjustment for age
differences, the Indian out-of-wedlock ratio of 398 was 3 times
as high as the white ratio of 134; after adjustment, the Indian
ratio was 2.5 times as high. Because both Indian and black
mothers are younger than mothers of all races combined, ad-
justment for age differences lowered both the Indian and the
black ratios, and the black ratio remained 1.5 times as high as
the Indian ratio.

Sex ratio and multiple-birth ratio

The sex ratio at birth (males per 1,000 females) varies
widely among racial groups. A large difference is evident be-
tween the ratios for Alaska Native births (1,058) and Ameri-
can Indian births (1,011). The overall Indian ratio of 1,014 is

distinctly lower than either the white ratio of 1,054 or the black
ratio of 1,031. This probably reflects a difference in the level of
fetal mortality because the sex ratio for fetal deaths is higher
than that of live births.*

The multiple-birth ratio (live births in multiple deliveries
per 1,000 total live births) was higher for Alaska Native births
(24.9) than for American Indian births (17.6) (table 6). The
overall Indian ratio (18.1), mainly reflecting American Indian
births, was lower than that for either white (19.8) or black
births (24.2). The multiple-birth ratio is lower for Indian than
for black mothers for all ages over 14 years, but there is a less
consistent pattern when the comparison is between Indian and
white mothers. For mothers under 15 years, 25-29 years, and
40 years and over, the white ratio is lower than the Indian
ratio. Because there is a positive association between the
multiple-birth ratio and mother’s age (the older the mother is,
up to ages 35-39 years, the more likely she is to have a
multiple birth),5 ratios for each racial group were adjusted to
reflect the age distribution of all races combined. As can be
seen in table 6, this adjustment had the effect of making the
overall Indian ratio more comparable to the white ratio but had
little effect on the Indian-black differential.

Place of delivery and attendant at birth

In 1984, only 1 percent of all births in the United States
occurred outside of hospitals. The proportion of American
Indian births occurring outside of hospitals was also 1 percent,
but for Alaska Native births, it was 2.6 percent (table 7). Many
Alaska Native mothers live in remote isolated areas,5 and the
lack of passable roads may hinder ready access to hospital
facilities.

When the delivery is in a hospital, Indian mothers are far
more likely to be attended by a midwife than either white or
black mothers: 7 percent of American Indian mothers and 8
percent of Alaska native mothers compared with 2 percent of
white and 3 percent of black mothers who gave birth in a hos-
pital were attended by midwives. Although it was not possible
to differentiate between lay midwives and nurse-midwives for
this report, it is reasonable to assume that all midwife deliver-
ies in hospitals are by nurse-midwives.

Only 10 percent of Alaska Native mothers delivering in a
nonhospital setting were attended by physicians, a far lower
proportion than for American Indian mothers (29 percent),
white mothers (25 percent), or black mothers (45 percent).
About one in four Indian out-of-hospital births (26 percent)
was attended by a midwife, intermediary between the compa-
rable proportions for white (47 percent) and black births (17
percent). As for in-hospital births, it was not possible to sep-
arately identify lay-midwife and nurse-midwife attendants for
out-of-hospital deliveries.

A very high proportion of Indian mothers giving birth out-
side of a hospital were attended by persons other than phy-
sicians or midwives. This is especially evident for Alaska Na-
tive mothers, 72 percent of whom were attended by “‘other”




O ———————— Monthly Vital Statistics el e ———————————————————————ecmiem ]

persons, compared with 43 percent of American Indian mothers,
28 percent of white mothers, and 38 percent of black mothers.
Although it is not possible to further identify *“other” persons,
it is probable they are friends and relatives of the mother.

Prenatal care

Delaying the start of prenatal care or receiving no prenatal
care is a more common occurrence among American Indian
mothers than among Alaska Native mothers; 13 percent of Amer-
ican Indian mothers compared with 9 percent of Alaska Native
mothers started care as late as the seventh month of pregnancy or
obtained no prenatal care during pregnancy (table 8). A lower
proportion of American Indian than Alaska Native mothers
started care in the first 3 months of pregnancy (60 percent
compared with 66 percent).

Indian mothers as a group are far more likely to start care
late in pregnancy or to have no care than are white mothers.
Their pattern of care is more similar to that of black mothers.
Overall, 12 percent of Indian mothers compared with 5 percent
of white mothers and 10 percent of black mothers had late care
(care starting in the third trimester of pregnancy) or no care.

Mothers who start care late are likely to make fewer pre-
natal visits. The higher level of delayed care among Indian
mothers than among other groups is reflected in a lower median
number of prenatal visits: Indian mothers averaged 10.0 visits
compared with 12.0 visits for white mothers and 10.3 visits for
black mothers (table 8).

Birth weight and period of gestation

An infant’s birth weight is highly associated with its po-
tential for survival and the risk of morbidity. The percent of
Indian infants that are of low birth weight (less than 2,500
grams or 5% pounds) compares favorably with that for white
infants and is only half that observed for black infants. In 1984,
6.2 percent of Indian infants weighed less than 5% pounds,
compared with 5.6 percent of white infants and 12.4 percent of
black infants. American Indian infants were slightly more likely
than Alaska Native infants to be of low birth weight (6.2 per-
cent compared with 5.9 percent) (table 9 and figure 3).

The percent of white and Indian infants weighing 4,000
grams or more (8 pounds 14 ounces or more) was nearly iden-
tical (12.4 percent compared with 12.1 percent), but Indian
infants were more than twice as likely as black infants to weigh
this much (5.3 percent).

Period of gestation is highly correlated with birth weight,
and preterm infants (less than 37 weeks’ gestation) have a high
probability of a low-birth-weight outcome. Although Indian in-
fants were only 11 percent more likely than white infants to be
of low birth weight, they were nearly 40 percent more likely to
be born preterm (11 percent of Indian infants compared with 8
percent of white infants) (table 10). However, the same pro-
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NOTE: Low birth weight 1s less than 2,500 grams or 5% pounds.

Figure 3. Percent of Indian, white, and black births of low birth
weight: United States, 1984

portion of white and Indian infants had gestations of 41 weeks
or longer (32 percent). Indian infants were one-third less likely
to be preterm than were black infants (11 percent compared
with 17 percent) but, as noted earlier, Indian infants were one-
half as likely to be of low birth weight. Indian births were also
more likely than black births to have gestational periods of 41
weeks or longer (32 percent compared with 24 percent).

Although American Indian infants and Alaska Native in-
fants had about the same risk of preterm delivery (11 percent
compared with 12 percent), American Indian infants were
more likely to have gestations extending to 41 weeks or longer
(32 percent compared with 25 percent).

The favorable birth-weight distribution for Indian births
compared with white births is unexpected in light of Indian
mothers’ lower educational attainment and younger ages, rela-
tively high proportion who are unmarried and who start pre-
natal care late or who have no prenatal care, and the much
higher proportion of preterm births. Therefore, the incidence of
low birth weight for Indian infants was further examined ac-
cording to these characteristics. It is evident from the data
presented in table 11 that the proportion of low-birth-weight
Indian infants is about equal to or lower than that of white
infants for many of these variables. Especially striking is the
markedly lower incidence of low birth weight for Indian mothers
who are teenagers, who are unmarried, who start care late in
pregnancy or have no care, who have less than 12 years of
schooling, and who have premature births (less than 37 weeks’
gestation).

Thus the relatively unfavorable demographic profile of
Indian mothers, lack of prenatal care, and high incidence of
prematurity are offset by the very favorable birth weight for
these groups compared with their white counterparts. Appar-
ently other factors that cannot be identified from birth certifi-
cate data play an important role in the birth weight for Indian
mothers in high-risk categories.
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Apgar score

Another predictor of an infant’s chances for survival is the
Apgar score. This is a summary measure of five conditions
observable at birth: Heart rate, respiratory effort, muscle tone,
reflex irritability, and color. Each of these factors is assigned a
value of 0, 1, or 2, with an overall score of 10 being optimum.
A score of less than 7 indicates that the infant is moderately to
severely depressed and in need of immediate medical attention.

The 1-minute Apgar score is used to evaluate the infant’s
condition immediately after birth. As shown in table 12, 11.0
percent of Indian infants had 1-minute Apgar scores of less
than 7, compared with 9.3 percent of white infants and 12.4
percent of black infants. Alaska Native infants were more likely
than American Indian infants to have a score of less than 7
(13.6 percent compared with 10.8 percent).

The 5-minute Apgar score is a better predictor than the 1-
minute score of long-term health problems and chances of
survival. Again, the proportion of Indian infants with a score of
less than 7 (2.0 percent) was intermediary between those for
white (1.7 percent) and black infants (3.3 percent).

Apgar scores are highly associated with birth weight. Be-
cause the birth weight of Indian infants compares favorably
with that of white infants the less favorable Apgar scores of
Indian infants are unexpected. Factors that cannot be identi-
fied from information on birth certificates may explain this
anomaly.

Residence on reservations

The 1980 census showed that one-fourth of all Indians
lived on reservations.! Although information abstracted from
birth certificates does not indicate whether a mother’s residence
is on a reservation, the mother’s county of residence can be
used as an approximation. In this report, if at least half of the
Indian population of a county lived on a reservation, as tab-
ulated in the 1980 census, the county was considered a “reser-
vation™ county; all other counties were classified as “nonres-
ervation.” By grouping counties by reservation status, it became
possible to do a comparison of the health and demographic

characteristics of Indian mothers residing in reservation and
nonreservation areas.

As shown in table 13, there were only minimal differences
in the age of Indian mothers according to reservation status,
but mothers living in reservation areas were far more likely to be
having a fourth or higher order birth and less likely to be having
a first child. This indicates that the fertility of mothers living in
reservation areas is far greater than that of other Indian mothers.

The proportion of mothers living in reservation areas who
had completed less than 12 years of schooling was 14 percent
higher than that of mothers living in nonreservation areas (41
percent compared with 36 percent), and 13 percent fewer
mothers living in reservation areas had completed at least 13
years of schooling (18 percent compared with 21 percent). In
addition, out-of-wedlock childbearing is more frequent for
mothers living in reservation areas (52 percent of mothers in
reservation areas compared with 35 percent of mothers in non-
reservation areas were unmarried). Prenatal care was less ade-.
quate in terms of timing for Indian mothers living in reservation
areas—S56 percent started care in the first trimester of preg-
nancy compared with 62 percent of nonreservation mothers,
and 15 percent had late or no care compared with 11 percent of
nonreservation mothers.

Although 99 percent of both reservation and nonreserva-
tion mothers delivered their infants in a hospital, 15 percent of
reservation mothers had a midwife attendant in the hospital
compared with 4 percent of nonreservation mothers.

As indicated earlier, the incidence of low birth weight for
Indian infants is only 11 percent higher than that for white
infants (6.2 percent compared with 5.6 percent). The percent
low birth weight for infants born to reservation mothers was
identical to that of white infants, 5.6 percent, but for infants of
nonreservation mothers it was somewhat higher, 6.4 percent.
A reduced risk of low birth weight of about one-half of a per-
centage point for reservation mothers was also found for 1982
and 1983 births. The lower incidence of low birth weight for
mothers living in reservation areas compared with that of
mothers living in nonreservation areas is especially puzzling in
light of the latter’s lower incidence of out-of-wedlock child-
bearing, higher level of educational attainment, and earlier
prenatal care.
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Symbols

- - - Data not available
Category not applicable
- Quantity zero

0.0 Quantity more than zero but less than
0.05

Z Quantity more than zero but less than
500 where numbers are rounded to
thousands

Figure does not meet standards of
reliability or precision (when the base of
the measure includes fewer than 20
events)
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Table 1. Number of American Indian, Alaska Native, white, and black births and percent change: United States, selected years, 1970-84

Indian
All American Alaska
Year races! Total Indian Native White Black
Number
I T S 3,668,141 41,451 38,844 2,607 2,923,502 592,745
15110 T O 3,612,258 36,797 34,629 2,168 2,898,732 589,616
LI 72 J 3,144,198 27,546 25,806 1,740 2,651,996 511,681
1970 ittt e e e e 3,731,386 25,864 24,218 1,646 3,091,264 572,362
Percent change
198084 ... ittt ittt i e s 1.6 12.6 12,2 20.2 0.9 0.5
197580 .. i it iiicn ittt et 14.9 33.6 34.2 24.6 13.6 15.3
E = 20 - -15.7 6.5 6.6 5.7 -17.4 —10.6

TIncludes races not shown separately.

Tabie 2. Percent distribution of American Indian, Alaska Native, white, and black births by mother’s region of residence: United States, 1984

Indian
Al American Alaska
Region of residence races’ Total Indian Native White Black
Percent distribution
United States v o vt ie e ittt et iy 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
(3N [ {1 1= 11 O N 18.6 3.5 3.7 19.1 18.0
MIdWEST . vt ie i i e e e ias s s taeansicrannrsocnonnan 24,6 17.7 18.9 26.2 19.7
£ T 173 T 345 20.7 22.1 e 31.9 52.1
MVESE . ittt ettt is st e i b e e 22.3 58.1 55.3 100.0 22.8 10.2

includes races not shown separately.




§ —————————— Mummy Vital Statistics Hepon e 1P————A 5B —S——SFE oS SE————————iA———————— e

Table 3. Percent distribution of American Indian, Alaska Native, white, and black births by age of mother: United States, 1984

Indian
All American Alaska
Age of mother races’ Total Indian Native White Black
Percent distribution
Al BGES. . o e e s 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Under 15 years. . ..ottt 0.3 04 0.4 0.2 0.1 1.0
TE—10 yaIS. o e 12.8 19.7 19.8 17.5 11.0 22.7
1B YA e e e 0.7 0.9 0.9 0.6 04 1.8
1B YBAIS « it e e e 1.4 2.3 2.3 1.6 1.1 3.2
17 YBATS . o e e e e 2.4 3.9 3.9 33 2.0 4.6
B YBaAMS L Lt e e e e e 3.5 5.5 5.5 5.2 3.1 6.0
D YBaIS o e e e 4.7 7.2 7.2 6.7 4.3 7.1
2024 YeaIS. . it e e e 31.1 36.9 37.0 354 30.7 34.3
282 YA, . . it e e e e 31.8 25.1 25.0 26.9 33.1 24.8
3034 YEarS. .. ottt e e e 17.9 12.6 125 14.4 18.8 12.5
3530 YRaAIS. . it e e e e 5.3 4.5 4.5 4.8 5.4 4.1
AO=40 YBAIS. . ottt e e e e e e 0.8 0.8 0.8 1.0 0.7 0.7
"includes races not shown separately.
Table 4. Percent distribution of American Indian, Alaska Native, white, and black births by live birth order: United States, 1984
Indian
All American Alaska
Live-birth order races! Total Indian Native White Black
Percent distribution
All birth orders. .. ..o i i i e e e 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
TSt birth L e e 41.9 35.6 35.7 33.5 42.5 39.6
2d birth. . e e 33.1 28.6 28.6 28.1 33.9 29.6
3d bIrth. o e e e e e e 15.4 17.7 17.7 17.5 15.1 16.9
4th and higherorderbirths. . ............... .. .0viinan... 9.6 18.1 17.9 20.9 8.5 13.9

Uncludes races not shown separately.
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Table 5. Number and percent distribution of American Indian, Alaska Native, white, and black births by educational attainment of mother: 47

States and the District of Columbia, 1984

Indian
All American Alaska
Years of school completed races! Total Indian Native White Black
Number
Allyearsof school2, . .. ... ..o i iineienennnns 2,853,459 33,478 30,871 2,607 2,260,113 502,216
Percent distribution

Allyearsofschool. . ... ... i iiin s 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
OB YBAIS. . v iei it enn it 3.6 5.8 5.9 5.2 3.3 4.4
F R I YT ¥ A 17.3 32.2 32.8 25.5 14.7 28.7
12 YearS OF MOMB. . oottt eeer it ceenenerernaenns 79.1 62.0 61.3 69.4 82.0 66.9

LAY T P 42.8 41.9 41.4 49.0 43.1 42.8
R T I I T U 19.8 15.5 15.4 16.5 20.5 17.0
T Years OF MOre. ..o v i ieenne e ianeaatonnennns 16.4 4.5 4.6 3.9 18.4 7.0
Tincludes races not shown separately.
2Includes births with educational attainment of mother not stated; these births are excluded from the computation of the percent distributions.
NOTE: Excludes data for California, Texas, and Washington, which did not require the reporting of educational attainment.
Table 6. Ratio of births to unmarried women and muitiple-birth ratio of American Indian, Alaska Native, white, and black births:
United States, 1984

Indian
All American Alaska
Ratio races’ Total Indian Native White Black
Ratio of births to unmarried women?
Observed ... ... it i i i i et et e 210.0 397.7 397.2 405.4 134.1 592.0
Age adjustedd, ... i i e e e 363.9 363.2 374.9 141.7 530.2
Multiple-birth ratio*

Observed ... ... .ottt e i et e e 20.3 18.1 17.6 249 19.8 24.2
Age adjusted®. ... ... e i i e ... 19.2 18.8 24.9 19.6 25.8

Vincludes races not shown separately.
2Births to unmarried women per 1,000 total hve births,

3Adjusted by the direct method of standardization using the distribution of all races by age of mother as the standard.

4Births 1n multiple deliveries per 1,000 total live births,
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Table 7. Number and percent distribution of American Indian, Alaska Native, white, and black births by place of delivery and attendant at
birth: United States, 1984

Indian
All American Alaska
Place of delivery and attendant at birth races’ Total Indian Native White Black
Number
Allbirths ... 3,669,141 41,451 38,844 2,607 2,923,502 592,745

Percent distribution

All places of delivery. ......... ... ..o, 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Inhospital2 ., ... .. e e 99.0 99.0 99.1 97.4 98.9 99.3

Notinhospital3. ..., ... ... .. 1.0 1.0 0.9 2.6 1.1 0.7
Number

Births in hospitalZ4. ... ... ... .. . ... 3,630,903 41,018 38,479 2,639 2,890,477 588,870

Percent distribution

All attendants ... ..... vttt 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Physician . ..o i i e 97.5 91.1 92.2 74.4 97.8 96.6

Midwife ... .. e e 2.2 6.9 6.9 8.0 1.9 2.9

(071277 NN 0.4 2.0 1.0 17.6 0.3 0.4
Number

Births notin hospital®4, ... .......... .. ... . ..., 38,238 433 365 68 33,025 3.875

Percent distribution

Allattendants ..., 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Physician......... .. oo i 26.8 26.1 29.4 10.3 24.6 44.9
Midwife . ... . o 43.5 26.1 27.9 17.6 47.2 16.9
Other . ... e e e 29.7 47.8 42.7 721 28.2 38.2

"Includes races not shown separately.

2Includes births delivered en route to or on arrival at the hospital,

3Includes births with place of delivery not stated.

4Includes births with attendant not stated; these births are excluded from the computation of the percent distributions.

Table 8. Percent distribution of American Indian, Alaska Native, white, and black births by month of pregnancy prenatal care began and
median number of prenatal visits: United States, 1984

Indian
Month of pregnancy prenstal care All American Alaska
began and median number of visits races' Total Indian Native White Black

Percent distribution

Al BIrthSZ L e e e 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Istand 2d months. . ... . i e e e 53.5 36.7 36.4 42,0 56.7 38.9
3dmonth ..o e 23.0 23.2 23.2 23.5 22.9 23.3
Ath—Bth MONTAS. ..ottt e e ettt eans 17.9 27.7 27.8 25.5 16.7 28.2
Tth=8th MONthS. ... et i i it et et 3.9 9.2 9.3 7.1 3.3 6.4
No prenatal care. . ... ... i i s 1.7 3.2 3.3 1.9 1.3 3.3
Median
Number of prenatal Visits®, . . ... .o vttt 11.7 10.0 10.0 9.8 12.0 10.3

Vincludes races not shown separately.

28irths with prenatal care not stated are excluded from the computation of the percent distributions.

3Based on information from 49 reporting States and the District of Columbia. California did not require reporting of number of prenatal visits. Excludes births to mothers
with no prenatal care.
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Table 9. Percent distribution of American Indian, Alaska Native, white, and black births by birth weight: United States, 1984

Indian
All American Alaska
Birth weight races! Total Indian Native White Black

Percent distribution

Al DITthS? L it it e i e i i s 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Less than 1,000 Grams ... ovvt it innn e iiiinertieenernnenensn 0.6 0.4 0.4 0.5 0.4 1.3
1,000-1,499 GramiS. . v v vvern et cnnrntinnennsseenaonenennns 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.5 0.5 1.2
1,500~1,999 GramiS. . v v vuvenr i inerntiannnasnronrensnenees 1.3 1.2 1.2 1.4 1.1 2.4
2,000-2,499 GramsS. v v cvnre ittt e et e 4.2 3.9 3.9 3.5 3.6 7.4
2,500~2,990 GramiS. v i ettt e e e 15.9 15.1 15.3 12.1 14.2 23.7
3.000-3.499 Grams. ..o\ttt i et e 36.7 36.3 36.6 32.3 36.2 38.4
3,500-3,990 grams. . ...ttt ie i e et 29.6 30.3 30.0 38.5 31.7 20.2
4,000—4,990 grams. ..o\ v ettt ittt 9.1 9.7 9.5 11.9 10.2 4.4
4,500—4,990 GramS. ..ot vteiea ittt et 1.7 2.1 2.1 2.0 1.9 0.7
5,000 grams OF MOrE. ..t v vt itenertiennentoenaraseaneennsss 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.1
Lessthan 2,600 grams .. .. oo iiieiinrtnnnsinienersnerencens 6.7 6.2 6.2 5.9 5.6 12.4
4,000 grams OF MIOMB. ¢ v et viteter et tnannnssensoiseeannaes 111 12.1 11.9 14.3 124 5.3

Tincludes races not shown separately.
2Byrths with birth weight not stated are excluded from the computation of the percent distributions.

Table 10. Percent distribution of American Indian, Alaska Native, white, and black births by period of gestation: 49 reporting States and
the District of Columbia, 1984

Indian
All American Alaska
Period of gestation races! Total Indian Native White Black
Number
Allbirths ... i i i e e 3,641,786 37,799 35,192 2,607 2,800,760 592,100

Percent distribution

AllbIrths ... e it i i it en i 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Less than 28 WeekKS .. vvviviennrnivinerncnnnnns 0.7 0.8 0.8 0.7 0.5 1.8
28-3T WBEKS ...\ttt i e i e 1.1 1.3 1.3 1.4 0.8 24
B2-35WEBKS ... iiiii e it e 4.5 5.5 5.5 6.2 3.7 8.1
BB WEEKS. ... i i i et e et e 3.1 3.4 3.3 4.1 2.8 4.6
37-39wWeeks ... ..t i e i e 37.6 36.3 36.0 40.6 36.7 40.7
AOWEBKS . .o vt it cie e i i e 22.4 20.9 20.9 21.9 23.2 18.3
AT WeBKS. . v vier it ia s e 15.6 14.5 14.8 10.8 16.5 11.3
A2 WeBKS OFr MOTB. ..t i it i iieeetnreennrcrones 15.1 17.2 17.4 14.5 15.7 13.0
Lessthan 37 weeks ... vvvriiivnennnvineninenns 9.4 11.0 10.9 12.3 7.9 16.8

Includes races not shown separately.
NOTE: Excludes data for New Mexico, which did not require reporting of date of last normal menstrual period.
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Table 11. Percent low birth weight of American Indian, Alaska Native, white, and black births by selected characteristics: United States, 1984

Indian
All American Alaska
Characteristic races’ Tota/ Indian Native White Black
Age of mother
Under 20 years . ... ...t e e e 9.4 6.4 6.5 5.9 7.7 13.6
B0 years and OVel . ..ttt e e e 6.2 6.7 6.6 7.9 5.3 12.0
Marital status
Unmarried . ... e e e e 11.0 6.9 6.9 6.8 8.6 14.0
Marmed e e e s 5.6 5.7 5.7 5.3 5.1 10.0
Educational attainment of mother?
Less than 12 years of school. ....... ... ... v iiiiinnn 10.0 6.8 6.9 6.4 8.4 14.5
13 yearsof schoolormore ... .. ... i 5.1 4.7 4.7 5.1 4.4 10.0
Period of gestation3
Lessthan 37 weeks . ... .o e e 40.3 31.9 321 29.0 39.6 42.6
373 WEEKS . . it e e e 4.8 4.2 4.3 3.0 4.1 7.8
4O WEEKS Or MOrE. . .. it i e i e e e 1.8 2.7 2.7 28 1.5 4.0
Start of prenatal care
L IE 38 g 2 T T=3 L 6.0 5.6 5.7 4.4 5.1 1.5
Bd trimMeSter OF MO CArB. . . .o\ttt ettt e et eeeneaens 10.8 7.9 7.7 11.6 8.8 16.3

includes races not shown separately.

2gxcludes data for California, Texas, and Washington, which did not require the reporting of educational attainment.

3Excludes data for New Mexico, which did not require reporting of date of last normal menstrual period.

NOTE: Low birth weight s defined as less than 2,500 grams {5 pounds 8 ounces}.
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Table 12. Number and percent distribution of American Indian, Alaska Native, white, and black births by 1- and 5-minute Apgar scores:

46 reporting States and the District of Columbia, 1984

Indian
All American Alaska
Apgar score races! Total Indian Native White Black
Number

Al BIrths2, . e e e 2,858,643 30,056 27,449 2,607 2,270,413 497,876

1-minute score Percent distribution
All SCOTES. .ttt iee e ieneneriaanaenns 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
[0 L N 2.4 2.7 2.7 34 2.1 4.0
e T 7.4 8.3 8.2 10.2 7.2 8.5
e PPN 47.9 54.4 54.3 55.6 48.7 43.8
2 L 42.2 34.5 34.9 30.9 42.0 43.8
LesS than 7 ... it in i iiiinee it en e anaanns 9.9 11.0 10.8 13.6 9.3 12.4

5-minute score
Al SCOTES. ittt ieen e ienesttananr e 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
[0 P 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.5 1.2
L PPt 1.3 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.2 2.1
- T Y 10.7 12.0 11.8 15.0 10.5 11.7
E T PP 87.4 86.0 86.3 83.0 87.9 85.0
Lessthan 7 ... ...iuiiiiii ittt iieeneannns 2.0 2.0 2.0 21 1.7 3.3

Tincludes races not shown separately.

2Includes births with Apgar score not stated; these births are excluded from the computation of the percent distributions.

NOTE: Excludes data for California, Delaware, Oklahoma, and Texas, which did not require the reporting of Apgar score.




14 =—————— [onthly Vital Statistics Repor mev—————————————————— ———

Table 13. Number and percent of Indian mothers residing in reservation areas by selected characteristics: United States, 1984

Mother's area of residence

Characteristic Total Reservation Nonreservation
Number
Al DI S, L e e e e e e e e 41,451 12,385 23,066
Age Percent
UNOer 20 Y arS . ..ot ittt i e e e e e e e 20.0 20.8 19.7
B0 ¥Ears AN OVEF L .. .ttt e e e e e 17.9 19.3 17.3

TSt births Lo e e 35.6 31.6 37.3
4th and higherorder births. . ... ... o i e e i e 18.1 24.5 15.4

Less than 12 years of sSChool ... .. .. i i e i e e e e 38.0 41.4 36.2
13 vyears of sChoOl Ormore. ... ... . i e e et e e e 20.0 18.2 21.0

UNmMarmied ..ot e e e e e e 39.8 B1.6 34.7

R 30 4 =T = S 60.0 56.2 61.
Brd tHMIESIEr OF MO CAIR & . oottt ettt et ettt et et ot ettt et aeenanaeanannaesannenn 12.4 15.1

-
-

Physician in hospital . .. ... i i e e e e e 90.2 82.5 93.5

Midwife in hoSpital . ... ... e e e e e 6.9 14.7 3.5
Birth weight of infant

Less than 2,600 Qrams . . ..o it ittt ettt ettt e e e e 6.2 5.6 6.4

4,000 grams OF MO . o . 4 v vt vttt e vttt et ettt et e et e e ean s nns s easontosananssonenis 121 11.6 12.3

1Excludes births to mothers residing in California, Texas, and Washington, which did not require reporting of educational attainment of mother.




T ——————— onthly Vital Statistics Report m——— 1 5

Technical notes

Source of data

Data shown in this report for 1984 are based on 100 per-
cent of the birth certificates of 46 States that provided data
through the Vital Statistics Cooperative Program. Data from
the remaining areas (Arizona, California, Delaware, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, and Georgia) are based on a 50-percent
sample of birth certificates filed in these areas.

Racial classification

Racial designation shown in this report is that of the child.
The child’s race is determined from the race or national origin
of the parents. When only one parent is white, the child is
assigned the other parent’s race or national origin. When nei-
ther parent is white, the child is assigned the father’s race or
national origin, with one exception; if the mother is Hawaiian
or part-Hawaiian, the child is considered Hawaiian. If infor-
mation on race is missing for one of the parents, the child is
assigned the known race of the other parent. When the infor-
mation is missing for both parents, the child is assigned the
race of the child on the preceding record.

As used in this report the category “‘Alaska Native” in-
cludes births identified as Indian, Aleut, and Eskimo for
mothers residing in Alaska. The category ‘““American Indian”
includes Indian, Aleut, and Eskimo births for mothers residing
in all other States. The term “Indian” refers to the composite
group of Alaska Native and American Indian births. This ter-
minology is also used by the U.S. Bureau of the Census when
describing the Indian population.

In 1984, 26 percent more births were designated as Indian
than the number of mothers because of interracial parentage; this
difference was 27 percent for American Indian births and 11
percent for Alaska Native births. Twenty-one percent of births
identified as Indian had white mothers; about 15 percent of
these white mothers were of Hispanic origin.

Reservation status

Because the birth certificate does not indicate whether the
mother’s residence is on an Indian reservation, information
from the 1980 Census of Population on the residence of the
Indian population was used as a surrogate. If at least half of
the Indian population of a county (borough or census area in
Alaska) lived on a reservation, the county was designated as a
“reservation” county. All other counties were considered *“non-
reservation” counties. Overall, 72 percent of the Indian pop-
ulation residing in “reservation” areas lived on reservations.

Computation of percents, medians, and ratios

Percent distributions, medians, and ratios are computed
using only events for which the characteristic is reported; the
“Not stated” category is subtracted from the total before the
computation of these measures. Median age of mother and
median number of prenatal visits are computed from single-
year and single-visit distributions. The median number of pre-
natal visits excludes births where the mother had no prenatal
care.
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Births of Hispanic Parentage, 1983 and 1984

by Stephanie J. Ventura, A.M., Division of Vital Statistics

Introduction

Information on births of Hispanic parentage in 1983 and
1984 was available for 23 States and the District of Columbia;
in 1984, 346,986 births to mothers of Hispanic origin were
reported in those States. The areas that incorporated an item
on the birth certificate requesting the Hispanic or ethnic origin
of the mother and father were Arizona, Arkansas, California,
Colorado, the District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii,
Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Maine, Mississippi, Nebraska, Ne-
vada, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North Dakota,
Ohio, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, and Wyoming. More than 92
percent of the total U.S. Hispanic population resided in these
States in 1984.! Consequently, the data in this report are con-
sidered to reflect nearly complete coverage of the Hispanic
population in this country, even though the reporting area is
restricted to 23 States and the District of Columbia.

Previous publications have reported on the demographic
and health characteristics of Hispanic births occurring in
1978-82.2-6 Additionally, birth and fertility rates by Hispanic
origin for each State were computed for 1980, using population
information available only from the decennial census.”

In this report, summary demographic data are shown for
births of Hispanic parentage for 1983 and 1984 (tables 1-8).
Data on educational attainment of mother, nativity of mother,
prenatal care, low birth weight, preterm births, 1- and 5-minute
Apgar scores, and attendant at birth and place of delivery are
presented only for 1984 because the distributions of births for
these characteristics are very similar for 1983 and 1984.

Since birth data by Hispanic origin first became available
in 1978, the reporting of this information has improved sub-
stantially. In 1984, just 4.1 percent of all birth certificates in
the reporting area lacked information on the mother’s origin,
compared with 7.0 percent in 1980 and 12.1 percent in 1978.
Reporting of father’s origin has also improved, but the informa-

tion for fathers is still much more likely to be omitted. In 1984,
the father’s origin was not reported for 14.5 percent of births in
the reporting area, compared with 16.4 percent in 1980 and
20.2 percent in 1978. Because the completeness of report-
ing of the mother’s origin far exceeds that of the father’s (see
tables 1-3), births are classified only by origin of the mother in
tables 2 and 4-14 and in the text that follows.

Geographic distribution

The Hispanic population in the United States and conse-
quently births of Hispanic origin are highly concentrated geo-
graphically. Of the estimated 16,553,000 Hispanic persons in
the United States in 1984, 14,393,000 or 87 percent lived in
eight States (Arizona, California, Florida, Illinois, New Jersey,
New Mexico, New York, and Texas). Furthermore, 94 percent
of the Hispanic origin population in the reporting area (23 States
and the District of Columbia) in 1984 resided in these eight
States, identical to the proportion of Hispanic births occurring
in these States. Each of the eight States reported at least 10,000
births to Hispanic mothers in 1984 (table 2).

Race of child

The vast majority of births to Hispanic mothers are white.
In 1984, 94.8 percent were white, 3.5 percent were black, and
1.8 percent were of other races (table 4). This distribution has
been virtually unchanged since 1978. Substantial variations in
the racial composition of births of various Hispanic groups are
evident in table 4.

Birth and fertility rates

The fertility of the Hispanic population as a whole continued
to be substantially higher than that of the non-Hispanic popula-
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tion in 1983 and 1984 (table 5). However, with few exceptions,
both birth and fertility rates fell for all specific Hispanic groups
from 1982 through 1984, continuing a decline begun in 1981.

The birth rate for the Hispanic population was 22.7 live
births per 1,000 population in 1984 and 22.8 in 1983, compared
with 23.9 in 1982. The rates for 1983 and 1984 were about 50
percent higher than those for the non-Hispanic population. Birth
rates for the Mexican, Puerto Rican, and Cuban populations
declined 7-11 percent from 1982 to 1984. However, the rate
for “other Hispanic,” which includes Central and South Amer-
ican and other and unknown Hispanic persons, increased 7
percent.

Trends in fertility rates for Hispanic women were similar
to those for the birth rates. The fertility rate for all Hispanic
women was 91.5 live births per 1,000 women aged 15-44 years,
42 percent above the rate for non-Hispanic women, 64.3. The
rate for Hispanic women fell 5 percent between 1982 and
1984. The decline from 1982 to 1984 was greatest for Cuban
women, for whom the rate fell 17 percent, from 54.0 in 1982 to
44.7 in 1984. The rate for Mexican women was 95.8 in 1984,
6 percent below the rate of 102.2 for 1982; the rate for Puerto
Rican women dropped 3 percent, from 67.7 to 65.6; and the
rate for other Hispanic women increased 1 percent, from 108.8
to 109.6.

The birth and fertility rates described here were computed
for the total of 11 States for which the necessary population
data by Hispanic origin were available from the U.S. Bureau of
the Census. The 11 States were Arizona, California, Colorado,
Florida, Ilinois, Indiana, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York,
Ohio, and Texas. The population data needed to compute these
rates for the non-Hispanic population by race are not available.
More than 97 percent of the 346,986 births to mothers of His-
panic origin in the 23 States and the District of Columbia in
1984 occurred to residents of these 11 States. Furthermore,

nearly 90 percent of the nationwide total of Hispanic women of
childbearing age (15—44 years) resided in these 11 States.!

Age of mother and live-birth order

Hispanic women, especially Mexican and Puerto Rican
women, tend to begin childbearing at relatively young ages.
Births to teenagers accounted for 18 percent of births to Mex-
ican mothers and 21 percent of births to Puerto Rican mothers
in 1984, compared with 12 percent of births to non-Hispanic
mothers and only 8 percent of births to Cuban mothers (figure 1 .
and table 6).

Childbearing by Hispanic women also tends to continue to
older ages, accounting for the relatively high frequency of large
families among Mexican and Puerto Rican women. Thus, 21
percent of births to Mexican women and 19 percent of births to
Puerto Rican women were to mothers aged 30 years and older.
High proportions (26 percent) of births to Cuban women and
to white non-Hispanic women were also to mothers aged 30
years and older; teenage childbearing among these women, how-
ever, is relatively uncommon. If it is assumed that this is the
typical pattern of childbearing by Cuban and white non-Hispanic
women, then this would account for the comparatively few fourth
and higher order births (6—8 percent) reported for these women
(table 7). Usually, higher proportions of births to women in
their thirties are consistent with relatively more high order births,
as was true for Mexican and Puerto Rican women (19 and 12
percent, respectively).

Childbearing by unmarried women

In 1984, 98,273 Hispanic births were to unmarried mothers,
accounting for 28 percent of all Hispanic births in the 23 States
and the District of Columbia. Increases in nonmarital births
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Figure 1. Percent of Hispanic and white and black non-Hispanic births to mothers under 20 years of age: Total of 23 reporting States and

the District of Columbia, 1984
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between 1982 and 1984 were observed for all Hispanic and
non-Hispanic groups. Wide variations continue to be evident
in the proportions of nonmarital births (table 8). In 1984, 51
percent of births to Puerto Rican women, 34 percent of births
to Central and South American women, and 24 percent of births
to Mexican women were nonmarital, compared with 16 percent
of Cuban births, 11 percent of white non-Hispanic births, and
60 percent of black non-Hispanic births.

Educational attainment of mother

Educational attainment of the mother was reported by 21
States and the District of Columbia in 1984. This information
was not available for California and Texas. Hispanic origin
women giving birth in 1984 were more likely to have completed
high school than their counterparts in 1982, although wide dis-
parities in educational attainment persist among the various
Hispanic and non-Hispanic origin groups. Overall, 55 percent
of all Hispanic origin mothers had completed at least 12 years
of schooling in 1984 (table 9) compared with 52 percent in
1982. The 1984 proportions were 41 percent for Mexican
mothers, 52 percent for Puerto Rican mothers, 78 percent for
Cuban mothers, and 6364 percent for Central and South Amer-

ican and other Hispanic mothers, compared with 84 percent
of white non-Hispanic and 66 percent of black non-Hispanic
mothers. In all origin groups except white non-Hispanic,
mothers aged 25-34 years were most likely to have completed
high school.

Nativity of mother

Forty-seven percent of Hispanic mothers giving birth in
1984 had been bomn in the United States; 53 percent were
natives of Puerto Rico or countries outside the United States
(figure 2). There are wide variations among the various Hispanic
origin groups in the proportions of U.S.- and foreign- or Puerto
Rican-born mothers. In 1984, the proportions of Hispanic
mothers who were born in the United States were 49 percent,
Mexican; 48 percent, Puerto Rican; 10 percent, Cuban; 2 per-
cent, Central and South American; and 78 percent, other and
unknown Hispanic.

Hispanic mothers born in the United States are more likely
to be teenagers and less likely to be aged 30 years and older
than Hispanic mothers born outside the United States. The
proportions of births to teenagers among Hispanic women born
in the United States, ranging from 20 to 28 percent in 1984,
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more nearly resembled those of black non-Hispanic women,
while the proportions of teenage births to foreign- and Puerto
Rican-born Hispanic mothers were comparable to those of white
non-Hispanic mothers, ranging from 7 to 15 percent (table 10).

The differences in age-of-mother distributions between U.S.-
and foreign- or Puerto Rican-born Hispanic mothers are in turn
associated with differences in the proportions of high order births.
That is, the higher proportion of teenage mothers among U.S -
born Hispanic women is consistent with low proportions of
fourth and higher order births for these women (13 percent
overall), while the higher proportions of clder mothers among
foreign- and Puerto Rican-born Hispanic women are consistent
with a greater frequency of high order births among these women
(18 percent).

A previous study has shown differences in other demo-
graphic characteristics of Hispanic mothers according to their
nativity status.® Data for 1984 reflect a continuation of these
differences. U.S.-born Hispanic mothers were more likely than
their foreign- or Puerto Rican-born counterparts to be unmar-
ried (30 percent compared with 26 percent) and to have com-
pleted high school (60 percent compared with 52 percent).

Prenatal car2 and number of prenatal visits

Hispanic mothers, except Cuban mothers, are substantially
less likely to have begun prenatal care in the first trimester of
pregnancy and considerably more likely to have received delayed
care (commencing in the third trimester) or no care than are
white non-Hispanic mothers (table 11). Gains were made in
timely receipt of prenatal care by all origin groups (except Mex-
ican mothers) between 1982 and 1984, but the differences per-
sist. In 1984, 62 percent of Hispanic origin mothers made their
initial visit for prenatal care in the first trimester, compared
with 82 percent of white non-Hispanic mothers and 61 percent
of black non-Hispanic mothers. Among Hispanic origin women,
Puerto Rican mothers were least likely to begin care in the first
trimester (57 percent), followed by Mexican mothers (60 per-
cent), Central and South American mothers (61 percent), other
Hispanic mothers (67 percent), and Cuban mothers (82 per-
cent).

Delayed or no prenatal care was reported for 13 percent of
all Hispanic origin mothers, with the proportions ranging from
only 4 percent for Cuban mothers to 16 percent for Puerto
Rican mothers. Among non-Hispanic mothers, 4 percent of
white women and 11 percent of black women received delayed
Or no care.

As would be expected, the number of visits made to ob-
tain prenatal care varies with the onset of care. That is, women
beginning care early have more visits than women who begin
care later. Hispanic women (except Cuban and other Hispanic
women) made 1 to 2 fewer visits for prenatal care in 1984 on
average than white or black non-Hispanic women.

Low birth weight

The incidence of low birth weight among babies born to
Hispanic women is generally comparable to that for babies

born to white non-Hispanic women (table 12). Levels of low
birth weight among babies born to Mexican and Central and
South American women are relatively low in spite of other
factors that tend to be associated with less favorable birth weight
distributions. As already noted, for example, these women are
less likely to have completed high school and less likely to have
begun prenatal care in the first trimester than are Cuban or
white non-Hispanic women. In 1984, 5.7 percent of Mexican
babies, 5.8 percent of Central and South American babies, and
5.9 percent of Cuban babies weighed less than 2,500 grams (5
Ib. 8 oz.) at birth, compared with 5.5 percent of white non-
Hispanic babies. Levels of low birth weight were considerably
higher for Puerto Rican infants (8.9 percent) and black non-
Hispanic infants (12.4 percent).

Preterm births

Another useful measure of pregnancy outcome is the pro-
portion of infants born prior to 37 weeks of gestation (preterm
births), available from all reporting areas except New Mexico.
Hispanic origin mothers are somewhat more likely than white
non-Hispanic mothers but less likely than black non-Hispanic
mothers to have given birth to preterm infants. In 1984, 10.4
percent of Mexican infants, 12.3 percent of Puerto Rican infants,
and 8.7 percent of Cuban infants, compared with 7.6 percent of
white non-Hispanic infants and 16.8 percent of black non-
Hispanic infants, were born preterm (table 13).

Apgar scores

The 1- and 5-minute Apgar scores are useful measures to
evaluate the baby’s health at birth. These scores are composite
evaluations of five factors, including the infant’s heart rate,
respiratory effort, muscle tone, irritability, and color. Each of
these factors is assigned a value from 0 to 2. The overall score
is the sum of the five values, with a score of 10 being optimum,
A score of less than 7 at 1 or 5 minutes after birth suggests that
the infant is in some difficulty. Data on Apgar scores are avail-
able from all areas except California and Texas.

Babies born to Cuban mothers had the lowest incidence of
Apgar scores below 7 in 1984; 6.2 percent of their 1-minute
scores and 1.1 percent of their S-minute scores were less than 7
(table 13). The proportions of low 1-minute Apgar scores were
also relatively favorable for births to Puerto Rican and Central
and South American mothers (7.9 percent). Proportions of 1-
minute scores below 7 for other groups were 9.0 percent, Mex-
ican; 10.5 percent, other Hispanic; 9.1 percent, white non-
Hispanic; and 12.0 percent, black non-Hispanic. Levels of low
5-minute scores were very similar for all Hispanic (except Cu-
ban) and white non-Hispanic births, ranging from 1.6 to 1.8
percent, compared with 3.2 percent for black non-Hispanic
births.

Attendant at birth and place of delivery

Midwife-attended deliveries among Hispanic mothers con-
tinued to increase in 1983 and 1984, although the nurbers and
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proportions of these births are relatively low (table 14). In 1984,
5.7 percent of all Hispanic babies were delivered by midwives,
compared with 4.1 percent in 1982. Among babies born to
non-Hispanic mothers, 2.0 percent of white infants and 3.8
percent of black infants were delivered by midwives in 1984.
Central and South American and Puerto Rican mothers were
most likely to have used the services of midwives—7.6 and 7.2
percent, respectively.

The vast majority of Hispanic and non-Hispanic births

occur in hospitals. In 1984, 98.2 percent of births to Hispanic
mothers occurred in hospitals compared with 99.1 percent of
births to non-Hispanic mothers. Births attended by midwives,
however, are somewhat less likely to have occurred in hospi-
tals. Among midwife-attended births in 1984, 78.6 percent of
Hispanic births occurred in hospitals compared with 80.4 per-
cent of white non-Hispanic births and 96.7 percent of black
non-Hispanic births.
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Table 1. Live births by Hispanic origin of mother and father: Total of 23 reporting States and the District of Columbia, 1983 and 1984

Origin of mother

Hispanic
Central Other and
All Puerto and South  unknown Non- Not
Origin of father origins Total Mexican Rican Cuban  American Hispanic Hispanic stated
1984
Allorigins . .. .nviiniei i, 2,230,815 346,986 225,767 34,219 9,477 36,401 41,122 1,791,949 91,880
Hispanic.........covviiniinenenn, 320,993 270,991 186,564 24,240 6,948 28,583 24,656 48,695 1,307
Mexican.......cooevviiiennnn.. 215,421 188,291 180,812 885 221 3,106 3,267 26,450 680
PuertoRican ................... 29,759 24,030 1,189 20,629 308 1,328 576 5,499 230
Cuban.........cooiiiiiinennnn, 10,268 7.878 440 612 5,733 752 341 2,357 33
Central and South American ...... 31,682 28,129 2,484 1,690 499 23,043 413 3,333 120
Other and unknown Hispanic...... 33,963 22,663 1,639 424 187 354 20,059 11,056 244
Non-Hispanic ................ e 1,585,287 42,634 20,909 3,876 1,594 3,917 12,338 1,537,257 5,396
Notstated .. ...........ccocuuvun 324,535 33,361 18,294 6,103 935 3,901 4,128 205,997 85,177
1983

Allorigins .. .....iivivnninn. 2,205,509 336,833 221,788 33,856 9,709 31,043 40,437 1,782,902 85,774
Hispanic. . .. ..o iiiiie i, 312,694 264,544 184,102 23,975 7.321 24,524 24,622 47,070 1,080
Mexican. ..........ccovieiann.. 212,526 186,011 179,412 819 210 2,656 2,914 25,986 529
PuertoRican ................... 29,549 23,845 1,168 20,579 321 1,252 525 5,520 184
Cuban...........cooviiiinat, 10,092 8,080 379 583 6,122 678 318 1.976 36
Central and South American ...... 27,059 24,109 2,085 1,598 485 19,725 216 2,863 87
Other and unknown Hispanic. ..... 33,468 22,499 1,058 396 183 213 20,649 10,725 244
Non-Hispanic .............c...... 1,582,023 40,663 20,333 3,775 1,472 3,264 11,819 1,535,793 5,667
Notstated ..............cccivnnn. 310,792 31,626 17,353 6,106 916 3,255 3,996 200,038 79,127
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Table 2. Live births by Hispanic origin of mother and by race of child for mothers of non-Hispanic origin: Total of 23 reporting States and the
District of Columbia and each State, 1983 and 1984

Origin of mother

Hispanic Non-Hispanic

Central Other and

All Puerto and South  unknown Not
State origins Total Mexican  Rican  Cuban American  Hispanic Total' White Black stated
1984
All reporting
States......... 2,230,815 346,986 225,767 34,219 9,477 36,401 41,122 1,791,949 1,352,523 338,943 91,880
Arizona......... 55,001 12,317 11,738 79 20 82 398 41,962 33,563 2,333 722
Arkansas........ 34,840 319 92 5 7 23 192 33,741 25,228 8,188 780
California ....... 447,730 134,316 106,354 1,394 810 13,5684 12,174 305,829 217,352 42,818 7.585
Colorado........ 54,364 7,298 2,698 70 18 62 4,450 44,291 40,155 2,486 2,775
District of
Columbia . ..... 9,666 448 12 2 2 246 186 7,773 1114 6,591 1,445
Florida ......... 155,397 15,392 2,030 1,765 6,127 2,236 3,234 138,317 99,948 36,565 1,688
Georgia......... 92,013 720 223 149 66 115 167 89,249 56,987 31,270 2,044
Hawaii ......... 18,707 1,835 228 524 17 47 1,019 16,851 4,266 797 21
llinais ......... 179,274 16,171 9,556 2,330 229 908 3,148 158,892 117,594 37,702 4,211
Indiana......... 80,084 1,317 929 172 18 37 161 74,785 65,771 8,364 3,982
Kansas......... 40,010 1,297 1,006 53 15 51 172 34,976 30,843 3,048 3,737
Maine.......... 16,770 87 18 5 9 12 43 15,744 15,445 89 938
Mississippl...... 43,841 121 49 12 6 14 40 42,828 21,928 20,474 892
Nebraska ....... 26,127 561 484 6 2 10 59 24,291 22,452 1,346 1,275
Nevada......... 14,803 1,338 813 20 28 57 420 11,816 10,120 726 1,648
New Jersey ..... 101,334 11,021 226 6,129 1,107 2,557 1,002 80,876 59,601 18,669 9,437
New Mexico. .. .. 27,373 11,179 1,894 35 6 47 8,197 16,162 11,691 5684 32
New York....... 251,053 37,560 871 20,067 703 13,173 2,746 199,702 146,364 46,035 13,791
North Dakota . ... 11,825 71 31 4 3 1 32 11,184 10,169 128 570
Ohio........... 158,519 1,920 781 676 23 112 328 148,928 125,699 21,613 7,671
Tennessee ...... 65,006 252 55 15 6 14 162 40,547 30,990 9,209 24,207
Texas .......... 299,025 89,423 84,484 672 241 2,993 1,033 208,265 162,572 39,574 1,337
Utah ........... 38,299 1,510 915 27 13 15 540 36,437 34,608 242 3562
Wyoming ....... 9,754 513 280 8 1 5 219 8,503 8,063 92 738
1983
All reporting
States......... 2,205,509 336,833 221,788 33,856 9,709 31,043 40,437 1,782,902 1,350,949 334,602 85,774
Arizona......... 53,785 11,966 11,232 53 18 69 584 41,214 33,084 2,136 615
Arkansas. ....... 34,996 280 86 15 3 45 131 32,847 24,526 8,001 1,869
California ....... 436,143 128,192 105,639 1,399 821 10,096 10,337 295,881 212,346 40,698 12,070
Colorado........ 54,662 7,241 2,574 75 17 65 4,510 44,162 39,999 2,500 3,259
District of
Columbia ...... 9,333 360 22 22 - 202 114 6,669 1,145 5,452 2,304
Florida ......... 149,078 15,041 1,990 1,685 6,240 2,023 3,103 132,562 94,480 36,426 1.475
Georgia. ........ 90,032 742 181 201 68 116 176 87,517 55,697 30,842 1,773
Hawaii ......... 19,123 1,930 238 502 6 46 1,138 17,169 4,412 748 24
tlinois ......... 178,885 16,051 8,838 2,007 202 836 4,168 158,507 117,515 37,216 4,327
Indiana......... 80,814 1,336 900 207 14 40 175 75,294 66,263 8,426 4,184
Kansas ......... 40,399 1,327 973 60 13 54 227 35,461 31,351 3,083 3,611
Maine.......... 16,666 71 20 7 2 4 38 16,674 15,274 82 1,021
Mississippl. .. .. 44,000 124 50 17 4 15 38 43,101 21,981 20,687 775
Nebraska ....... 26,232 599 498 8 2 18 73 24,446 22,638 1,311 1,187
Nevada......... 14,312 1,227 682 21 38 57 429 11,350 9,689 720 1,735
New Jersey .. ... 99,194 10.663 233 5971 1,162 2,384 913 79,774 58,898 18,545 8,757
New Mexico. . ... 27,617 11,261 1,997 20 11 41 9,192 16,323 11.829 652 33
New York....... 248,617 36,772 770 20,218 737 12,350 2,697 201,558 147,616 46,832 10,287
North Dakota . . .. 12,380 91 36 4 - 11 40 11.702 10,663 130 587
Ohio........... 158,769 1,935 745 670 47 100 373 148,736 125,753 21,359 8,098
Tennessee . ..... 65,481 252 24 6 1 2 219 50,483 40,759 9,271 14,746
Texas .......... 295,249 87,334 83,033 665 263 2,414 959 205,968 160,780 39,223 1,947
Utah........... 39,474 1,498 826 17 37 47 671 37.620 35,738 271 356
Wyoming ....... 10,268 550 301 6 3 8 232 8,984 8,613 N 734

"Includes races other than white and black.
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Table 3.

Live births by Hispanic origin of father and by race of child for fathers of non-Hispanic origin: Total of 23 reporting States and the
District of Columbia and each State, 1983 and 1984

Origin of father

Hispanic Non-Hispanic
Central Other and
All Puerto and South  unknown Not
State origins Total Mexican Rican Cuban  American  Hispanic Totall White Black stated
1984

All reporting

States....... 2,230,815 320,993 215,421 29,759 10,268 31,682 33,963 1,685,287 1,263,574 227,211 324,635
Arizona....... 55,001 11,820 11,206 114 36 64 400 38,223 31,241 2,165 4,958
Arkansas...... 34,840 317 106 8 14 15 174 28,745 23,457 4,975 5,778
California ..... 447,730 135,807 109,335 1,712 1.131 12,314 11,315 295,691 208,602 42,551 16,232
Colorado. ..... 54,364 5,185 2,246 115 19 61 2,744 38,640 35,578 1,571 10,5639
District of

Columbia . ... 9,666 376 8 12 2 220 134 5,307 1,034 4,209 3,983
Florida ....... 155,397 14,311 2,048 1,687 6.181 1,901 2,594 115,025 91,821 21,478 26,061
Georgia....... 92,013 862 265 221 112 96 158 75,941 53,772 21,213 15,220
Hawaii ....... 18,707 1,491 248 483 12 34 714 14,931 3,795 764 2,285
llinois........ 179,274 16,470 10,117 2,342 290 814 2,907 147,257 111,024 32,777 15,547
Indiana....... 80,084 1,225 835 190 17 35 148 63,969 59,468 3,873 14,890
Kansas ....... 40,010 1,295 990 77 27 48 153 31,649 28,542 2,142 7.066
Maine........ 16,770 77 20 9 12 7 29 13,827 13,676 78 2,866
Misstssippi. . .. 43,841 104 44 19 7 g 25 29,765 20,555 8,866 13,972
Nebraska . .... 26,127 535 459 18 3 10 45 21,748 20,749 597 3,844
Nevada....... 14,803 1,241 769 33 33 55 351 10,291 8,998 451 3,271
New Jersey ... 101,334 9,661 218 5,118 1,162 2,272 891 69,726 56,381 10,816 21,947
New Mexico. .. 27,373 9,063 1,940 39 16 45 7.023 18,144 13,764 633 166
New York ..... 251,063 31,405 775 16,189 827 11,329 2,285 172,788 136,951 28,799 46,860
North Dakota. . . 11,825 59 24 4 3 1 27 10,338 9,620 119 1,428
Ohio......... 158,619 1,790 705 640 56 95 294 132,800 116,519 14,721 23,929
Tennessee . ... 65,006 245 52 25 7 12 149 31,076 27,443 3,306 33,685
Texas ........ 299,025 75,829 71,836 772 287 2,120 814 176,416 149,750 20,813 46,780
Utah ......... 38,299 1,330 875 25 13 21 396 35,173 33,487 212 1,796
Wyoming ..... 9,754 505 300 7 1 4 193 7.817 7,447 82 1,432

1983

All reporting

States....... 2,205,509 312,694 212,526 29,649 10,092 27,059 33,468 1,682,023 1,263,928 226,079 310,792
Arizona....... 53,785 11,893 11,179 118 34 48 514 38,269 31,150 2,110 3,623
Arkansas...... 34,996 308 97 15 10 49 137 27,741 22,739 4,702 6,947
California ... .. 436,143 129,438 108,015 1,765 1,074 9,124 9,460 286,339 204,101 40,239 20,366
Colorado. .. ... 54,662 5,307 2,325 111 26 52 2,793 38,869 35,763 1,685 10,486
District of

Columbia . ... 9,333 318 12 6 8 188 104 5,047 1,031 3,948 3,968
Flonda ....... 149,078 14,139 2,020 1,542 6,105 1,780 2,692 109,513 86,535 21,412 25,426
Georgia....... 90,032 7 246 188 90 78 169 74,494 52,575 20,949 14,767
Hawai ....... 19,123 1,495 230 480 16 35 734 15,185 3,852 727 2,433
linois........ 178,885 16,236 9,342 1,985 216 767 3,926 147,383 111,098 32,637 15,266
Indiana ....... 80,814 1,234 849 184 21 29 141 64,902 60,239 4,080 14,678
Kansas ....... 40,399 1,423 1,070 86 24 42 201 32,172 29,058 2,191 6,804
Maine ........ 16,666 60 12 14 3 4 27 13,692 13,454 68 2,914
Misstssippi. . . . 44,000 133 50 19 8 17 39 30,270 20,630 9,296 13,597
Nebraska .. ... 26,232 589 491 12 2 16 68 22,096 21,016 649 3,647
Nevada....... 14,312 1,157 718 26 45 49 319 9,902 8,639 451 3,253
New Jersey ... 99,194 9,415 196 5,086 1,149 2,138 846 68,779 55,791 10,714 21,000
New Mexico. .. 27,617 9,222 2,054 32 17 29 7,090 18,239 13,784 699 156
New York .. ... 248,617 30,893 698 16,335 851 10,726 2,283 175,277 138,341 30,047 42,447
North Dakota. . . 12,380 97 44 7 - <] 40 10,798 10,059 130 1,485
Chio......... 158,769 1,905 764 710 45 92 294 132,693 116,623 14,504 24,171
Tennessee . ... 65,481 212 20 4 3 1 184 40,719 36,462 3,830 24,550
Texas ........ 295,249 74,564 70,918 796 311 1,757 782 175,160 148,631 20,800 45,525
Utah ......... 39,474 1.367 855 12 33 29 438 36,175 34,452 242 1,932
Wyoming ..... 10,268 518 321 6 1 3 187 8,299 7,905 69 1,451

Yincludes races other than white and black.
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Table 4. Number and percent distribution of live births by race of child, according to Hispanic origin of mother: Total of 23 reporting States

and the District of Columbia, 1983 and 1984

Origin of mother

Hispanic
Central Other and
Al Puerto and South  unknown Non- Not
Year and race of child origins Total Mexican Rican Cuban  American Hispanic Hispanic stated
1984 Number
Allraces. . ...covveen i innnnenn, 2,230,815 346,986 225,767 34,219 9,477 36,401 41,122 1,791,949 91,880
White.......ooviiiii i, 1,756,350 328,815 219,599 31,259 9,051 31,070 37,836 1,862,523 75,012
Black . ..o iie i e 365,046 12,023 3,655 2,393 377 4,351 1,247 338,943 14,080
Other....... ..o, 109,419 6,148 2,513 567 49 980 2,039 100,483 2,788
Percent distribution
Allraces. .......ccoviineniienen. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
White. ... ..t i i 78.7 94.8 97.3 91.3 95.5 85.4 92.0 75.5 81.6
Black ........ ... o i 16.4 3.5 1.6 7.0 4.0 12.0 3.0 18.9 15.3
Other.......ccoviviiiiiianenann. 4.9 1.8 1.1 1.7 0.5 2.7 5.0 5.6 3.0
1983 Number
Allraces. ......ooivieniininennn.. 2,205,509 336,833 221,788 33,856 9,709 31,043 40,437 1,782,902 85,774
White. . ..o 1,739,198 319,308 216,045 30,836 9,223 26,092 37,112 1,360,943 68,941
Black . ..ovvi i e e 360,612 11,833 3,371 2,464 440 4,412 1,146 334,602 14,177
Other .. i e e 105,699 5,692 2,372 556 46 539 2,179 97,351 2,656
Percent distribution
Allraces. . ...ooviiiniiiin e, 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
White........coviiiiininnn. 78.9 94.8 97.4 g1.1 95.0 84,1 91.8 75.8 80.4
Black ..ot it e 16.4 3.5 1.5 7.3 4.5 14.2 2.8 18.8 16.5
Other.......iv i, 4.8 1.7 1.1 1.6 0.5 1.7 5.4 5.5 3.1
Table 5. Birth and fertility rates, by Hispanic origin of mother: Total of 11 States, 1983 and 1984
Origin of mother
Hispanic
All Puerto Other Non-
Year origins Total Mexican Rican Cuban Hispanic’ Hispanic?
Birth rate3
1984, L e e e 16.2 22.7 22.9 17.7 9.9 30.8 15.2
1983, i e e e e 16.2 22.8 23.4 17.9 10.0 29.6 15.2
Fertility rate®
1984, . e e e 68.1 91.6 95.8 65.6 44,7 109.6 64.3
TOBS. . e e e 68.4 91.8 97.8 67.0 41.4 107.9 64.7

YIncludes Central and South American and other and unknown Hispanic origin.

2Includes origin not stated.
3Rate per 1,000 total population.
4Rate per 1,000 women aged 15-44 years.

NOTE: The 11 States are Arizona, California, Colorado, Flonda, lllinots, Indiana, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, Ohio, and Texas,
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Table 8. Live births by age and Hispanic origin of mother and by race of child for mothers of non-Hispanic origin: Total of 23 reporting States
and the District of Columbia, 1983 and 1984

Origin of mother

Hispanic Non-Hispanic
Central Other and
All Puerto and South  unknown
Age of mother origins’ Total Mexican Rican Cuban  American Hispanic Total? White Black
1984
Allages ............ 2,230,815 346,986 225,767 34,219 9,477 36,401 41,122 1,791,948 1,352,623 338,943
Under15years...... 6,318 1,242 860 179 9 34 160 4,830 1,320 3,363
15—18 years ........ 288,346 57,717 39,712 7.112 766 2,930 7.197 218,930 133,902 77.460
15vyears.......... 15,217 3,300 2,322 366 25 119 488 11,355 4,856 6,178
16years.......... 33,080 7,239 5,127 877 73 251 911 24,530 12,709 11,063
17vyears.......... 54,817 11,395 7.961 1,492 128 467 1,347 41,125 24,227 15,508
18vyears.......... 79,582 15,909 10,851 2,014 208 858 1,978 60,437 37,798 20,651
19vyears.......... 105,650 19,874 13,451 2,363 332 1,235 2,493 81,483 54,312 24,160
20-24 years ........ 693,489 117,339 76,857 12,141 3,163 11,065 14,123 548,649 408,620 116,347
25-29vyears ........ 701,204 95,5646 60,836 8,416 3,090 11,724 11,480 576,847 459,638 83,478
30-34years ........ 399,628 51,849 32,624 4,375 1,756 7,290 5,804 330,285 263,356 41,947
35-39vyears ........ 123,491 19,223 12,221 1,681 559 2,794 1,968 98,926 76,076 13,974
40-44 years ........ 17,688 3,890 2,519 305 129 558 379 12,939 9,270 2,269
45-49 years ........ 751 180 138 10 5 16 11 543 341 105
1983
Allages ............ 2,205,509 336,833 221,788 33,866 9,709 31,043 40,437 1,782,902 1,350,949 334,602
Under 15 years ...... 6,201 1,272 933 165 6 33 135 4,697 1,381 3,171
15-19vyears ........ 293,038 58,187 39,964 7,435 909 2,625 7.254 229,175 143,588 77.977
15years.......... 15,680 3,431 2,435 482 41 102 371 11,562 5,033 6,219
16years.......... 34,027 7.263 5,101 960 83 214 905 25,448 13,473 11,224
17vyears.......... 57,213 11,745 8,174 1,627 125 458 1,461 43,235 25,899 15,995
18vyears.......... 83,149 16,021 11,010 2,042 240 705 2,024 63,833 40,850 20,799
19vyears.......... 109,069 19,727 13,244 2,424 420 1,146 2,493 85,096 58,233 23,740
20-24vyears ........ 701,552 114,479 75,915 11,965 3,394 9,458 13,757 559,963 420,183 115,760
25-29 vyears ........ 687,023 91,191 58,971 8,165 3,061 10,014 10,980 569,021 454,501 81,880
30-34 years ........ 379,951 49,162 31,291 4,255 1,603 6,106 5,907 315,850 261,928 40,238
35-39vyears........ 114,175 18,659 12,081 1,567 599 2,322 1,990 91,181 70,206 13,068
40-44 years ........ 16,821 3,774 2,479 300 130 467 398 12,497 8,882 2,391
45-49 years . ....... 748 209 154 14 7 18 16 518 310 1186

linciudes origin not stated,

2|ncludes races other than white and black.
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Table 7. Percent distribution of live births by live-birth order, according to Hispanic origin of mother and by race of child for mothers of
non-Hispanic origin: Total of 23 reporting States and the District of Columbia, 1983 and 1984

Origin of mother

Hispanic Non-Hispanic

Central Other and

All Puerto and South  unknown

Live-birth order origins’ Total  Mexican  Rican  Cuban  American Hispanic Total>  White  Black

1984
All birthorders ..................... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 1000 100.0
Fiestchildd..........oo oo 41.7 36.4 33.8 40.8 45.1 40.4 41.1 42.6 43.4 39.6
Secondchild....................... 32.7 29.7 28.9 29.8 36.3 31.5 31.2 33.2 34.3 29.4
Thirdehild . ..o 15.5 17.9 18.7 171 13.1 16.6 16.6 15.1 14.7 16.8
Fourthchild........................ 5.9 8.5 9.4 7.3 3.8 74 6.6 5.4 4.8 7.8
Fifthchild. ......................... 2.3 3.7 4.4 2.9 1.1 2.5 2.6 2.0 1.6 3.4
Sixth childandover ................. 2.0 3.8 4.8 2.2 0.6 2.0 1.9 1.6 1.2 3.0

1983
All birthorders ..................... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 1000 100.0
Firstchild, ........ ... 42.0 36.5 34.0 40.6 47.7 41.0 404 43.0 44.0 39.4
Secondchild....................... 324 29.6 28.9 29.7 344 311 31.0 32.9 33.8 29.3
Thirdchild....... ...t 15.4 17.6 18.2 17.1 12,6 17.0 16.6 15.0 14.5 16.9
Fourthchid........................ 5.9 8.4 9.3 7.3 3.4 6.5 741 5.5 4.8 7.8
Fifthchild. ......... ..ot 2.3 3.8 4.5 3.0 1.2 2.5 2.5 2.0 1.6 35
Sixth child andover ................. 2.0 4.0 5.0 2.2 0.8 1.9 2.3 1.7 1.2 3.1

"Includes origin not stated.
2Includes races other than white and black.
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Table 8. Number and ratio of births to unmarried women, by age and Hispanic origin of mother and by race of child for mothers of non-Hispanic
origin: Total of 23 reporting States and the District of Columbia, 1983 and 1984

Origin of mother

Hispanic Non-Hispanic

Central Other and

All Puerto and South  unknown
Years and age of mother origins! Total Mexican Rican Cuban American Hispanic Tota/? White Black
1984 Number
Allages ..........oc.vuun 489,400 98,273 54,611 17,397 1,634 12,381 12,350 372,586 152,083 204,992
Under1byears .......... 5,688 972 617 177 9 33 136 4,494 1,064 3,308
15~19vyears ............ 160,500 28,577 17,103 5,179 288 1,704 4,303 125,712 52,056 69,389
18years........c..... 12,455 2,293 1,451 331 13 105 393 9,728 3,429 6,035
16vyears.............. 23,919 4,419 2,788 730 44 174 683 18,559 7,369 10,625
17vears......ccouunn. 34,489 6,245 3,860 1,156 55 308 866 26,836 11,427 14,521
18vyears.............. 42,976 7.564 4,407 1,428 85 4380 1,164 33,733 14,262 18,302
19years.............. 46,661 8,056 4,597 1,534 91 637 1,197 36,856 15,569 19,906
20-24 years ............ 175,879 34,569 19,158 6,216 549 4,260 4,386 134,877 55,194 74,223
25-29vyears ............ 89,600 19,954 10,477 3,428 384 3,464 2,201 66,406 26,235 37,127
30-34vyears ............ 40,084 9,491 4,832 1,604 212 1,947 896 28,967 11,966 15,258
35-39vyears ............ 14,797 3,840 1,951 651 70 815 353 10,362 4,770 4,874
40 years and over . ....... 2,752 870 473 142 22 158 75 1,768 798 813
Ratio per 1,000 total births
Allages .........ovuvnnn 219.4 283.2 241.9 508.4 161.9 340.1 300.3 207.9 112.4 604.8
Under15years .......... 900.3 782.6 717.4 988.8 *1,000.0 970.6 850.0 930.4 806.1 983.6
15-19vyears ............ 556.6 495.1 430.7 728.2 376.0 581.6 597.9 574.2 388.8 895.8
1Byears......cocvuvn 818.5 694.8 624.9 904.4 520.0 882.4 839.7 856.7 706.1 976.9
16years......ooovunen 723.1 610.4 543.8 832.4 602.7 693.2 749.7 756.6 579.8 960.4
17vyears.....oovvvienn 629.2 548.0 484.9 774.8 428.7 659.5 642.9 652.5 a471.7 936.4
i8years.............. 540.0 475.5 406.1 709.0 408.7 559.4 588.5 558.2 377.3 890.6
19vyears.............. 441.7 405.4 341.8 649.2 274.1 515.8 480.1 452.3 286.7 823.9
20-24 years ............ 253.8 294.6 249.3 512.0 173.6 385.3 310.6 2458 135.1 637.9
25-29vyears ............ 127.8 208.8 172.2 407.3 124.3 295.5 191.7 115.1 57.1 444.8
30-34vyears ............ 100.3 183.1 148.1 366.6 120.7 267.1 154.4 87.7 45.4 363.7
35-39vyears ........ ... 119.8 199.8 159.6 387.3 125.2 291.7 179.4 104.7 62.7 348.8
40 years and over ........ 150.1 213.8 178.0 450.8 164.2 275.3 192.3 131.1 83.0 342.5
1983 Number
Allages ................ 468,741 92,550 52,692 16,744 1,568 10,236 11,410 358,456 145,135 198,859
Under15years .......... 5,577 975 668 159 4 30 114 4,382 1,141 3,120
15-19years ............ 160,329 28,107 16,972 5,240 304 1,464 4,127 125,955 52,543 69,343
16years.......cocvvivn 12,609 2,300 1,455 437 24 82 302 9,818 3,470 6,094
16years.............. 24,241 4,365 2,746 755 48 147 669 18,905 7.586 10,788
17years......oovvune 35,083 6,186 3,780 1,141 44 287 934 27,540 11,774 14,909
18vyears.............. 43,141 7,487 4,500 1,403 76 391 1,117 34,003 14,538 18,357
19years......coouunnn 45,255 7.769 4,491 1,504 112 557 1,105 35,689 15,175 19,195
20-24vyears ............ 167,984 32,255 18,335 5.878 594 3,632 3,916 129,422 52,185 72,087
25-29vears ............ 82,797 18,061 9,702 3.172 369 2,878 1,933 61.739 23,845 34,992
30-34vyears ............ 36,646 8,848 4,577 1.614 196 1,564 897 26,473 10,747 14,147
35-39vyears ............ 12,771 3,489 1,878 554 84 631 342 8,766 3,924 4,313
40 years and over ........ 2,637 815 453 127 17 137 81 1,719 740 857

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 8. Number and ratio of births to unmarried women, by age and Hispanic origin of mother and by race of child for mothers of non-Hispanic
origin: Total of 23 reporting States and the District of Columbia, 1983 and 1984—Con.

Origin of mother

Hispanic Non-Hispanic

Central Other and

All Puerto and South  unknown
Years and age of mother origins’ Total Mexican Rican Cuban American Hispanic Total? White Black
1983—Con. Ratio per 1,000 total births

Allages ................ 2125 274.8 237.1 494.6 161.5 329.7 282.2 201.1 107.4 594.3
Under1b5vyears .......... 899.4 766.5 716.0 963.6 *666.7 909.1 844.4 932.9 826.2 983.9
15~19vyears ............ 536.1 483.0 424.7 704.8 334.4 557.7 568.9 549.6 365.9 889.3

15years.............. 809.3 670.4 597.5 906.6 585.4 803.9 814.0 849.2 689.4 979.9

16years.............. 712.4 601.0 538.3 786.5 578.3 686.9 739.2 742.9 563.1 961.2

17vyears.............. 613.2 526.7 462.4 747.2 352.0 626.6 639.3 637.0 454.6 932.1

18vyears.............. 518.8 467.3 408.7 687.1 316.7 554.6 551.9 532.7 355.0 882.6

19vears.............. 414.9 393.8 339.1 620.5 266.7 486.0 443.2 419.4 260.6 808.6
20~24 years ............ 238.4 281.8 241.5 491.7 175.0 373.4 284.7 231.1 1242 622.7
25~-29vyears ............ 120.5 198.1 164.6 388.6 120.5 287.4 176.0 108.5 §2.8 427.4
30~-34vyears ............ 96.4 180.0 146.3 379.3 122.3 256.1 151.9 83.8 42.7 351.6
35~39vyears ............ 111.9 188.0 155.5 353.5 140.2 271.7 171.9 96.1 55.9 330.0
40 years and over ........ 150.1 204.6 172.0 404.5 1241 282.5 195.7 132.1 80.5 341.8

lIncludes origin not stated,
2|ncludes races other than white and black.

Table 9. Percent of mothers completing 12 years or more of school by age and Hispanic origin of mother and by race of child for mothers
of non-Hispanic origin: Total of 21 reporting States and the District of Columbia, 1984

Origin of mother

Hispanic Non-Hispanic

Central Other and

All Fuerto and South  unknown

Age of mother origins'  Total Mexican  Rican  Cuban  American Hispanic Total>  White  Black

Allages. ... ..ot 78.2 55.2 41.3 51.8 77.6 62.9 64.1 80.3 84.2 66.2
Under1Byears.............covvunnn, - - - - - - - - - -
16~19vyears..........ooiiiininn.. 38.7 26.7 21.3 23.9 37.2 38.5 32.3 40.2 41.8 37.6
16-17years.........coviivinn.n. 9.6 7.7 5.9 7.9 9.1 14.4 8.0 9.9 9.8 9.9
18-19vyears........ooiivnneiiinn,. 54.8 37.8 30.6 34.0 48.6 47.0 47.1 56.9 58.2 58.3
20~24 years. . ..o 76.5 56.6 443 54.0 76.6 62.6 66.4 785 80.5 72.8
2b-209vyears. .. ..... .o 88.2 65.6 48.0 65.9 85.6 68.1 75.9 90.0 92.4 79.1
30-34vyears........oiii i 90.7 64.0 46.5 66.0 84.0 64.6 75.3 92.7 95.1 79.8
35-39vyears. ... ... 87.1 57.4 391 56.9 80.9 61.4 67.1 89.8 93.2 75.1
40 yearsand over ..........coviiannn. 76.8 46.8 24.8 44.4 61.5 55.7 59.7 81.0 86.7 62.8

'Includes origin not stated.
2includes races other than white and black.

NOTE: Excludes data for California and Texas, which did not report educational attainment,
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Table 10, Percent of births with selected characteristics, by nativity status and Hispanic origin of mother and by race of child for mothers

of non-Hispanic origin: Total of 23 reporting States and the District of Columbia, 1984

Origin of mother

Hispanic Non-Hispanic
Central Other and
All Puerto and South  unknown
Characteristic of mother origins’ Total  Mexican Rican Cuban  American Hispanic Total? White  Black

Mothers under 20 years of age:

UScborn .ooiiiiii it 22.8 22.8 27.6 20.3 22.3 20.5

Foreign- or Puerto Rican-born ........ } 18.2 11.9 13.3 15.4 6.9 7.7 8.5 } 12.5 100 23.8
Mothers 30 years of age and over:

USe-born ..o iiiiiie e ine 16.2 17.0 9.8 11.8 15.2 16.7

Foreign- or Puerto Rican-born ........ } 243 264 249 268 274 29.7 30.8 } 247 258 1712
Fourth and higher order births:

US-born ..o eiiiii e 13.2 14.9 7.5 3.6 6.7 10.9

Foreign- or Puerto Rican-born ........ } 101 484 222 16.7 5.8 1.6 12.0 } 9.1 75 143
Births to unmarried mothers:

US-born ..ooiiiiie i 30.4 26.6 53.4 18.8 28.7 32.0

Foreign- or Puerto Rican-born ..... e } 218 26.5 21.8 48.5 15.9 34.0 23.1 } 208 1.2 60.5
Mothers completing less than 12 years

of school:3

US-born ... oie i 40.3 43,2 45.7 23.3 28.1 34.3

Foreign- or Puerto Rican-born ........ } 218 485 759 505  22.3 37.4 40.2 } 197 158 338
Mothers completing 12 years or more

of school:®
US-born .ot e i 59.7 56.8 54.3 76.7 71.9 65.7
Foreign- or Puerto Rican-born ..... Ve } 78.2 51.5 241 49.5 77.7 62.6 59.8 } 80.3 84.2 66.2

!Iincludes origin not stated.
?Includes races other than white and black.
3Excludes data for California and Texas, which did not report educational attainment.
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Table 11. Percent of mothers who began prenatal care in the first trimester of pregnancy and percent of mothers who had late or no prenatal
care, by age and Hispanic origin of mother and by race of child for mothers of non-Hispanic origin, and median number of prenatal visits by
Hispanic origin of mother and by race of child for mothers of non-Hispanic origin: Total of 23 reporting States and the District of Columbia, 1984

Origin of mother

Hispanic Non-Hispanic

Trimester of pregnancy prenatal care Central Other and

began, age of mother, and Alf Puerto and South  unknown
median number of visits origins’ Total  Mexican Rican Cuban  American Hispanic Total? White  Black

First trimester Percent
Allages. ..o 74.9 61.5 60.4 57.4 82.2 61.1 66.7 77.4 81.7 61.0
Under1Bwyears............c.ovvvnnn.. 33.7 36.2 38.0 32.0 *55.6 33.3 30.5 329 35.7 31.9
16-19vyears.........coiiiiiiin. 52.6 47.5 47.7 43.5 63.8 46.7 49.1 53.8 58.2 46.6
15=17vyears..... ... .. ... . uvn.. 47.3 44.7 44.8 42.0 58.7 46.3 45.3 47.9 51.9 43.0
18-18vyears. ......c.viviiiniia. 55.5 49.2 49.5 44.4 66.0 46.9 51.4 57.0 61.0 49.2
20-24years. ... 70.9 59.6 58.8 55.8 79.6 57.4 64.5 73.2 77.3 60.0
2529 vyears. . ... . e 82.1 67.7 66.5 64.9 86.5 64.1 74.2 84.3 87.5 69.9
30-34vyears. . ... e 84.3 69.4 68.2 67.8 86.9 65.6 76.8 86.5 89.3 72.3
35-39vyears........ .. 80.7 65.3 62.7 64.8 86.1 66.7 74.2 83.7 86.7 69.7
40vyearsandover .......... . .. 70.8 59.0 55.4 63.8 78.4 64.0 65.7 74.5 78.2 61.6
Third trimester or no care
Allages. ... 6.4 12.6 13.0 16.3 4.0 12.6 9.1 6.3 3.9 10.5
UndertS5vyears....................... 21.6 243 234 30.3 *11.1 30.0 21.9 21.0 22.9 20.4
16-19vyears.......... ..ot 13.0 18.2 18.0 22.7 8.1 19.4 15.1 11.7 9.9 14.5
15~17vyears. ... 14.6 19.1 18.7 23.6 8.4 21.7 16.9 13.4 11.8 15.4
18-19vyears. ........covviineinn.n 121 17.6 17.8 22.1 8.0 18.4 14.0 10.8 9.1 13.9
20-24 years. .. ... 7.6 13.4 13.7 171 4.8 14.2 9.7 6.4 5.0 10.8
25-29Vears. . ... ... 4.3 10.2 10.6 13.4 3.0 11.5 6.6 3.4 2.4 7.8
30-34vyears. ...t 3.7 9.2 9.6 11.2 3.0 10.4 5.5 2.8 1.9 7.2
36-39%years..............o. i 4.9 10.6 11.8 12.1 2.0 9.9 7.1 3.8 2.8 8.2
40 vearsandover .................... 8.1 12.2 14.1 9.3 5.2 9.2 8.6 6.7 5.2 11.2
Median

Number of prenatal visits34. ... ......... 11.2 9.8 9.6 9.6 11.0 9.9 10.4 11.3 11.6 10.7

"Includes origin not stated.
2Includes races other than white and black.
3excludes births to mothers with no prenatal care.
Excludes data for California, which did not report prenatal visits.
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Table 12. Percent of births of low birth weight by age and Hispanic origin of mother and by race of child for mothers of non-Hispanic origin:
Total of 23 reporting States and the District of Columbia, 1984

Origin of mother

Hispanic Non-Hispanic

Central Other and

All Puerto and South  unknown

Age of mother origins1 Total Mexican  Rican  Cuban  American Hispanic Total?  White  Black

Allages. .....ovinieiinii i 6.8 6.2 5.7 8.9 5.9 5.8 6.9 6.9 5.5 12.4
Under15vyears..........covievnnninnn 12.8 10.6 9.3 16.8 *11.1 17.6 9.4 13.4 10.2 14.7
1619 vyears. ...cooiviiininenenienans 8.3 7.5 6.9 10.4 7.6 7.3 8.1 9.7 7.7 13.4
15-17vyears......voveienenenenannnn 10.3 8.1 7.4 11.6 9.7 9.2 7.6 10.8 8.7 13.6
1819 Vyears. . ..c..vuveennnnreaennn 8.8 7.2 6.6 9.6 6.7 6.5 8.4 9.1 7.2 18.2
20-24 yRars. . ...t e 7.0 6.1 5.6 8.8 5.8 5.4 7.0 741 5.7 12.2
25-20Years. . ...ttt 5.9 5.4 5.0 7.8 5.8 5.1 6.5 6.0 4.9 11.7
30-34years. .. ..iiii i 6.0 5.7 5.3 8.5 5.1 6.0 5.9 6.0 5.1 11.9
35-39years. ... ..ot 6.8 6.7 6.3 8.5 6.3 7.6 6.3 6.8 5.8 125
40vyearsandover .......ccovriiinnnn. 8.1 8.0 7.2 12.1 6.0 8.4 10.4 8.0 6.8 13.7

includes origin not stated.
?Includes races other than white and black.

NOTE: Low birth weight is defined as less than 2,500 grams (5 Ib. 8 oz.}.

Table 13. Percent of births born prior to 37 weeks of gestation and percent of births with 1- and 5-minute Apgar scores less than 7, by
Hispanic origin of mother and by race of child for mothers of non-Hispanic origin: Total of reporting States, 1984

Origin of mother

Hispanic Non-Hispanic

Central Other and

All Puerto and South  unknown
Gestation and Apgar score origins’ Total Mexican Rican Cuban  American Hispanic Total? White  Black
Born prior to 37 weeks of gestation3. ..., 9.6 10.4 10.4 12.3 8.7 10.0 9.6 9.4 7.6 16.8
1-minute Apgar scores less than 74...... 9.3 8.7 9.0 7.9 6.2 7.9 10.5 9.7 9.1 12.0
5-minute Apgar scores less than 74...... 1.9 1.7 1.6 1.8 1.1 1.6 1.8 1.9 1.6 3.2

Includes ongin not stated.

%includes races other than white and black.

3pata are for 22 reporting States and the District of Columbia. Excludes data for New Mexico, which did not report first day of last normal menstrual period.
4Data are for 21 reporting States and the District of Columbia. Excludes data for California and Texas, which did not report 1- and 5-minute Apgar scores.
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Table 14.  Number of live births by place of delivery and attendant at birth and percent distribution by attendant at birth, according to Hispanic
origin of mother and race of child for mothers of non-Hispanic origin: Total of 23 reporting states and the District of Columbia, 1984

Origin of mother

Hispanic Non-Hispanic

Central Other and

Place of delivery and All Puerto and South unknown
attendant at birth origins’ Total Mexican Rican Cuban  American  Hispanic Total? White Black
Number

All births ., ......... 2,230,815 346,986 225,767 34,219 9,477 36,401 41,122 1,791,949 1,352,523 338,943

In hasprtal® ......... 2,206,969 340,771 220,273 34,127 9,447 36,103 40,821 1,776,132 1,339,708 336,665
Physician......... 2,135,218 320,280 207,765 31,624 8,923 32,761 39,307 1,727,619 1,310,889 321,697
Midwife .......... 54,492 15,386 8,757 2,426 479 2,587 1,137 36,994 21,343 12,327
Other............ 10,331 3,258 2,347 133 23 502 253 6,859 4,113 1,857
Not specified. . .... 6,928 1,847 1,404 44 22 253 124 4,660 3,360 784

Out of hospital*. ... .. 23,846 6,215 5,494 92 30 298 301 15,817 12,818 2,278
Physician......... 5,650 872 714 28 14 57 53 3,953 2,876 885
Midwife .......... 10,449 4,201 3,879 37 9 142 134 5,760 5,195 415
Other............ 6,341 870 706 26 6 53 79 5,071 4,018 801
Not specified. ... .. 1,406 272 195 1 1 46 29 1,033 732 177

Percent distribution

All births ........... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Physician........... 96.3 93.1 93.0 92.3 94.5 90.8 96.1 96.9 97.4 95.4
Midwife ., ........... 2.9 5.7 5.6 7.2 5.2 7.6 3.1 2.4 2.0 3.8
Other.............. 0.8 1.2 1.4 0.5 0.3 1.6 0.8 0.7 0.6 0.8

includes origin not stated.

?Includes races other than white and black.

3Includes births occurring en route to or on arnival at hospital.
%Includes births with place of delivery not stated.
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Technical notes
Sources of data

Concurrent with the 1978 revision of the U.S, Standard
Certificate of Live Birth, the National Center for Health Statis-
tics recommended that States add items to identify the His-
panic or ethnic origin of the newborn’s mother and father. In
1983 and 1984, 23 States and the District of Columbia included
questions on origin, selecting one of two basic formats. The
first format was an open-ended item to obtain the specific origin
or descent of each parent (for example, Italian, Mexican, Ger-
man, Puerto Rican, English, or Cuban). The second format
was directed specifically toward the Hispanic population and
asked whether the mother and father were of Spanish origin. If
so, the specific origin, such as Mexican, Puerto Rican, or Cuban,
was to be indicated.

Sampling

Birth data shown in this report are based on 100 percent of
the births occurring in the 20 States that provided data through
the Vital Statistics Cooperative Program. Births occurring in
the remaining three States (Arizona, California, and Georgia)
and the District of Columbia are sampled at a 50-percent rate.
Because the sampling rate is large, the associated errors are
relatively small. The data shown in the tables are for births to
all residents of the 23 States and the District of Columbia re-
porting ethnic or Hispanic origin, regardless of where the births
occurred. Births occurring in nonreporting States to residents
of the reporting area are included in the “not stated” origin
category.

Racial classification

Racial designation in this report is that of the child, which
is determined from the race of the parents as entered on the
birth certificate. When the parents are of different races and
one parent is white, the child is assigned the other parent’s
race. When the parents are of different races and neither parent
is white, the child is assigned the father’s race with one excep-
tion—if the mother is Hawaiian or part-Hawaiian, the child is
considered Hawaiian. When race is missing on the certificate
for one parent, the child is assigned the race of the other parent.
When race is not reported for either parent, the race of the

child is assigned the race of the child on the immediately pre-
ceding record.

Population denominators

Birth and fertility rates for 1983 and 1984 are based on
estimates of the Hispanic population from the Current Popula-
tion Survey. Population estimates were provided for 11 States,
including Arizona, California, Colorado, Florida, Illinois, In-
diana, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, Ohio, and Texas.
These estimates are controlled to postcensal independent esti-
mates of the Hispanic population by age and sex for the United
States, based on 1980 census data. The population data are
based on small samples and may, therefore, be subject to sub-
stantial sampling error. Information on the derivation of these
estimates and the sampling error is presented in a recent U.S.
Bureau of the Census report.!

Computation of rates

In computing vital statistics rates for this report, births
with unknown origin of mother are included with non-Hispanic
births rather than being distributed. Thus rates for the Hispanic
population are underestimates of the true rates to the extent
that the births with unknown origin of mother for the 11-State
area (2.9 percent) are actually to Hispanic mothers. The popu-
lation with unknown origin has been imputed. The effect on the
rates is believed to be small.

Computation of percent distributions
and medians

Births with unknown live-birth order, nativity of mother,
educational attainment of mother, month of pregnancy in which
prenatal care began, birth weight, period of gestation, 1- and 5-
minute Apgar scores, and attendant at birth were subtracted
from total births before percent distributions were computed.
The median number of prenatal visits includes only mothers
who received some prenatal care. Data are shown with an as-
terisk (*) when the base of the measure is less than 20 live
births.

NOTE: A list of references follows the text.
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Induced Terminations of Pregnancy: Reporting States, 1984

by Eve Powell-Griner, Ph.D., Division of Vital Statistics

Highlights

In 1984, there were 306,792 abortions reported as occur-
ring to residents within the 13-State reporting area, an increase
of 2,296 (1 percent) over the number for the previous year.
The abortion ratio of 364.3 abortions per 1,000 live births was
slightly higher than the figure for 1983 (360.8); the increase
continues the general upward trend since 1978, Changes in the
abortion ratio between 1983 and 1984 largely reflect greater
increases for white women than for black women, for married
women than for unmarried women, and for women under age
30 years than for older women for whom abortion ratios de-
clined between the two years.

Induced abortion ratios are associated with a number of
demographic characteristics of women. The highest ratios con-
tinued to be among the youngest and oldest women, and the
abortion ratios continued to be twice as high for black as for
white women, although ratios for young women (under 19 years)
were higher for white women.

Abortion ratios are much lower among married than un-
married women. About three-fourths of the abortions occurring
in the reporting area in 1984 were to unmarried women. Ratios
for educational attainment showed the highest ratio for white
women with 9—11 years of education; among black women, the
highest ratio was for those who had completed 12 years of
schooling. The lowest ratio for white women was for those with
16 years or more of education. In contrast, the lowest ratio for
black women was for those with less than 9 years education.

In terms of previous pregnancy history, nearly 6 out of 10
women having induced terminations in 1984 had no previous
live birth, and about 6 out of 10 never had a prior induced ter-
mination. The median duration of gestation was 9.2 weeks for
women having induced terminations in 1984. It was longer for
black women on average than for white women, longer for less
educated women, and longer for out-of-State residents than for
in-State residents. In 1984 suction curettage was the type of

procedure used in 95.1 percent of all terminations. Complica-
tions were reported for less than 1 percent of all induced termi-
nations. The abortion ratio among women residing in metro-
politan areas was 2% times that of nonmetropolitan residents.

Introduction

This report on induced terminations of pregnancy is based
on 1984 data reported to the National Center for Health Sta-
tistics (NCHS) by 13 States. Earlier reports showed data for 5
States in 1977, 8 States in 1978, 13 States in 1979, 12 States
in 1980 and 1981, and 13 States in 1982 and 1983.1-5 The
States in this report include Colorado, Indiana, Kansas, Mis-
souri, Montana, New York, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Caro-
lina, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, and Virginia. Although New
York City is a separate registration area from the remainder of
New York State, the data for both areas are combined except
where otherwise noted.

Data are based on individual reports of induced abortions
submitted to State vital registration offices. Reports of induced
terminations are submitted to these offices in accordance with
the laws and statutes of the respective States. The reporting
States provided NCHS data on magnetic tape for individual
events coded from copies of the original reports of induced
termination of pregnancy.

Induced abortions are distinguished in NCHS statistics
from spontaneous abortions or fetal deaths. Induced abortion
“means the purposeful interruption of pregnancy with the in-
tention other than to produce a live-born infant or to remove a
dead fetus which does not result in a live birth.””® All other
abortions are “spontaneous.’”’ In this report, the term *‘abor-
tion” refers to ‘“‘induced abortion” or “induced termination of
pregnancy’’; all three terms are used interchangeably.

Abortion data are shown on both an occurrence and a resi-
dence basis. Detailed tables at the end of the report and se-
lected text tables show data for all abortions to U.S. residents

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
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occurring in the 13-State reporting area. The occurrence tables
represent characteristics and factors associated with the utili-
zation of health services within the geographic area in which
the abortion occurred. In contrast, ratio tables within the text
exclude abortions to nonresidents of the reporting States. Such
tables show the frequency of abortions in relation to demo-
graphic characteristics associated with births to residents of the
area. The distinction between occurrence and residence data is
made in the text and in the headnotes of the tables.

Data are analyzed using percent distributions, medians,
and ratios (see Technical notes). Abortion ratios are based on
the number of abortions and live births occurring in the re-
porting States to residents of those States. Ratios are expressed
as the number of abortions per 1,000 live births. Such ratios
provide an approximate indication of the frequency of abortions
in relation to the frequency of pregnancies. An estimate of preg-
nancies could include the sum of live births, induced termi-
nations, and fetal deaths; however, it is common practice to use
only live births in calculating these ratios,”-8 because data on
fetal deaths under 20 weeks of gestation are not reported for all
States. When fetal deaths of 20 weeks or more gestation are
included in the denominator along with live births and abor-
tions, the abortion ratios for the reporting area are slightly lower
than when only live births and abortions are used. A com-
parison of abortion ratios per 1,000 live births and per 1,000
live births plus induced terminations is shown in the Technical
notes.

The magnitude of the ratios is affected by the distribution
of both live births and abortions according to such character-
istics of the female population as age, race, marital status, and
educational attainment in a specified State or group of States.
Therefore, ratios for the same demographic group, such as white
females, may vary for different multi-State areas. Accordingly,
caution should be used in generalizing from the ratios re-

ported for the multi-State reporting areas to the entire U.S.
population.

Number of abortions and abortion ratios

In 1984, a total of 306,792 abortions were reported as
occurring to United States residents within the 13-State re-
porting area, an increase of 1 percent from the 304,496 abor-
tions reported for the same area in 1983. Of the 1984 abor-
tions, 17,963, or 6 percent, involved nonresidents of the area.
The induced abortion ratio for the 13-State area in 1984 was
364.3 abortions per 1,000 live births, an increase of 1 percent
over the previous year (table A).

Age and race

One-fourth of the induced abortions in 1984 in the 13-
State area were to women under 20 years of age (table 1).
More than one-third (35 percent) occurred to women at ages
20-24 years. The remaining 40 percent were to women 25
years of age and over.

The pattern of abortions by age for white and black women
has remained similar since 1978. In 1984, as in previous years,
a larger proportion of white women who had abortions (62 per-
cent) were under 25 years of age compared with black women
(58 percent). This difference is reflected in a slightly lower
median age at pregnancy termination for white (23.1 years)
than for black women (23.7 years) and a slightly lower peak
age for white (20 years) than for black women (21 years).

Abortion ratios vary by age of women at the time of preg-
nancy termination (table A). Ratios are higher at the extremes of
the age distribution of the childbearing period, that is, among
women 14 years of age and younger and 40 years of age and
older. However, the women in both of these age groups com-

Table A. Ratios of induced terminations of pregnancy by race and age of woman, 1984, and percent change, 1983—84: 13-State area

[Ratios per 1,000 live births. Induced terminations of pregnancy and live births are only those occurring in the area among residents of the area]

All All
Age of woman races! White Black races’ White Black
Ratio Percent change?
AILBGES .. 364.3 307.4 646.3 1.0 11 0.3
Under 14 years . ...ttt it i e 1,946.9 2,088.7 1,884.2 -=3.1 10.9 -10.7
T4 YBaNS . o e 1,601.3 1,845.9 1,290.8 10.4 17.2 5.6
16=19years. . ...t e 728.8 756.8 678.1 3.1 4.4 0.1
T YBaIS L vttt e e e 1,077.2 1,239.3 914.9 6.3 15.4 —3.6
TG YBAIS . ottt e e 890.5 984.1 747.9 3.5 3.6 3.1
T YBaIS vttt e e e e e 759.5 811.1 664.1 5.4 7.3 1.0
B <207 1 760.0 804.1 667.9 1.8 2.7 —0.3
T YaIS . it e e 599.0 598.8 611.4 22 3.0 —0.1
2028 YIS, . ittt e 414.3 360.4 651.4 4.2 4.4 2.4
2D YBAIS. « e e 242.4 187.3 587.6 1.1 1.1 —0.5
3034 ¥earS. ...t e 225.6 172.8 591.2 -=1.7 —2.1 —0.7
3030 YBaIS. . ottt e 358.3 294.0 737.3 -3.2 -2.7 —-2.8
40 years and OVer ... ... ... it e 692.1 607.2 1,083.3 —4.0 3.2 —4.0

VIncludes races other than white and black.
2See Technical notes.

NOTE: The 13-State area includes Colorado, Indiana, Kansas, Missourt, Montana, New York, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, and
Virginia.
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bined accounted for a total of only 1 percent of all induced
terminations and all live births. Although abortion ratios by
age for both white and black women have a U-shaped pat-
tern, the variation in abortion ratios is greater for white women
(figure 1).

For white women there were 307.4 abortions per 1,000
live births in 1984 compared with 646.3 for black women. In
both 1983 and 1984 the ratio of abortions to live births was
higher for white teens than for black teens; but for women 20
years of age and older, the ratio was higher for black than for
white women in every 5-year age group.

From 1983 to 1984, abortion ratios for residents of the
13-State area increased by 1 percent for white women but re-
mained about the same for black women (table A). For white
women, the increase was the result of increases in abortion
ratios for younger women, that is, age groups under 30 years.
Age groups beyond that age showed decreases. For black women,
there were declines for age groups over 24 years and under 14
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Figure 1. Abortion ratios by age and race of woman: 13-State
area, 1984

years; the most substantial declines were among those aged 35
years and older.

Marital status

Twelve States (Colorado, Indiana, Kansas, Missouri, Mon-
tana, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah,
Vermont, and Virginia) and New York City collected informa-
tion on the marital status of women having induced termina-
tions. Of the abortions occurring in this reporting area in 1984,
22 percent were reported for married women and 78 percent
were reported for unmarried women (table 2).

Married women who had abortions were older than un-
married women. Of married women, more than two-thirds (68
percent) were 25 years of age or older, compared with one-
third (33 percent) of unmarried women. The median age of
married women having abortions in 1984 was 27.8 years, 5.4
years older than the median age of 22.4 years for unmarried
women,

Black women who had abortions tended to be older than
white women, regardless of marital status. Of married black
women, 72 percent were 25 years of age or older compared
with 65 percent of married white women. Similarly, among un-
married women having abortions, 37 percent of black women
were 25 years of age or older compared with 32 percent of
white women. In 1984, the median age of married women ob-
taining an abortion was 28.4 years for black women and 27.5
years for white women, compared with 22.9 years for unmarried
black and 22.1 years for unmarried white women.

Induced abortion ratios by marital status and race for events
to residents occurring in the 12-State area are shown in table B.
Data for New York were excluded because information was
not obtained on mother’s marital status for live births occurring
in upstate New York. Married women had less than 1 induced
abortion for every 10 live births, while unmarried women had
11 induced abortions for every 10 live births (table B), Among
married women, the abortion ratio for black women was nearly
three times that for white women. However, among unmarried
women the relationship was reversed: For white unmarried
women the abortion ratio was three times that for black un-
married women. This reversal for unmarried women occurred
because the number of abortions (the numerator) for white un-
married women was more than three times the number of abor-
tions for black unmarried women, although the total number of
live births (the denominator) for white unmarried women and
black unmarried women was nearly the same,

Increases in abortion ratios between 1983 and 1984 among
married women were shared by white women (2 percent) and
black women (6 percent). For unmarried women, the ratios
increased for black women (4 percent) but decreased for white
women (2 percent).

Educational attainment

For an 11-State area (Indiana, Kansas, Missouri, Mon-
tana, New York, Oregon, South Carclina, Tennessee, Utah,
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Table B. Ratios of induced terminations of pregnancy, by marital status and race of woman, 1984, and percent change, 1983-84:

12-State area

{Ratios per 1,000 live births. Induced terminations of pregnancy and live births are only those occurring in the area among residents of the area)

All All
Race of woman women Married Unmarried women Married Unmarried
Ratio Percent change?
Allraces! ... 262.9 67.7 1,102.2 3.4 2.9 0.4
White .. ... 242.7 68.4 1,625.2 2.9 23 -1.6
Black. . ... 383.1 160.9 536.7 5.1 6.3 3.7

'Includes races other than white and black.
25ee Technical notes.

NOTE: The 12-State area includes Colorado, Indiana, Kansas, Missouri, Montana, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, and Virginia.

Vermont, and Virginia) in 1984, data are available on induced
abortions by the educational attainment of the women (table 3).
Area residents having abortions had about the same median edu-
cational attainment (12.6 years) as their counterparts carrying
their pregnancies to term, 12.7 years.

Abortion ratios are associated with educational attain-
ment, but the pattern differs somewhat between white women
and black women (table C). For white women, the highest ratio
was for those with 9-11 years of schooling (356.9 abortions
per 1,000 live births), and the peak for black women was for
those with 12 years of education (743.6). Moreover, for white
women, the lowest ratio is for those with the highest educational
attainment (16 years or more), compared with black women
for whom the lowest ratio is for those with the least education
(0-8 years of schooling).

The pattern of abortion ratios by educational attainment
for all ages combined may be affected by the interrelation of
age, marital status, and years of school completed. Very young
women are more likely to be unmarried and may not have com-
pleted their schooling. Further, the ratios for women of high edu-
cational attainment may reflect the lower ratios that characterize

older women. To take into account these interrelationships and
to obtain a better indication of the association between educa-
tional attainment and abortion patterns, an analysis was made
for women aged 25 years old and over, most of whom will have
completed their formal education by that age (figure 2). This
analysis shows that the peak abortion ratios for both race groups
were for women with 12 years of education. For white women
over 25 years, the ratio was 245.5 abortions per 1,000 live
births and for black women, 773.8. With additional education,
abortion ratios declined for both black and white women, but
the decline was proportionately greater for white than for black
women,

Previous pregnancies

Previous live births

In 1984 more than half (55 percent) of the women who
obtained abortions in the 13-State area had no previous live
birth (table D). The percent was greater among white than among
black women, 62 percent compared with 37 percent, and was
related to the age of the woman having an abortion: the younger

Table C. Ratios of induced terminations of pregnancy, by race, age, and educational attainment of woman; 11-State area, 1984

[Ratios per 1,000 live births. Induced terminations of pregnancy and live births are only those occurring in the area among residents of the area)

Years of schooling completed

0-8 9-71 72 13~15 16 years

Age and race of woman Total years years years years or more
Allraces’ ... 366.4 255.0 385.3 404.9 392.6 241.7
10=T17 years. ..o 874.5 655.1 841.0 1,684.6 5,218.4 -
18=24 Years. . .. ittt e e e 465.3 164.0 270.4 457.9 735.8 934.8
25 years and OVBL ...\ttt 258.8 199.1 280.8 332.4 230.7 179.2
White .. e 306.6 224.9 356.9 326.7 329.8 207.7
T0=T 7 YearS. ot s 940.1 460.8 921.9 1,870.8 4,973.1 -
1824 years. ..ot e e 418.5 152.7 238.2 394.6 688.0 895.4
26 years and OVer .. ... ..t 199.2 204.6 241.0 2455 175.7 149.2
Black. . .. e 641.7 373.9 463.7 743.6 735.8 662.0
10— yRarS. o e e 785.9 719.4 724.8 1,407.7 7,222.2 -
18=24 years. ..t 640.6 231.1 368.0 695.8 930.9 1,275.8
2Byears and over .. ... e 611.9 199.4 380.9 773.8 586.9 561.4

Includes races other than white and black.

NOTE: The 11-State area includes Indiana, Kansas, Missouri, Montana, New York, Oregon, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, and Virginia.
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Figure 2. Abortion ratios by educational attainment for white and
black women aged 25 years and over: 11-State area, 1984

the woman, the more likely she never had a previous live birth
(table 4). Among women aged 15~17 years, 92 percent had no
previous live birth. In contrast, among women aged 40 years
and over, only 11 percent had no previous live birth. While this
same pattern existed for women of both races, black women
having abortions were more likely to have had previous live
births at every age than white women.

Table D. Percent distribution of induced terminations of pregnancy
by number of previous live births of woman, according to race:
13-State area, 1984

|Data include only induced terminations of pregnancy occurring (n the reporting
area)

Number of All
previous live births races’  White  Black

Percent distribution

Total ..o e e 100.0 1000 100.0
No previous live birth. .. .............. 54.6 62.0 37.4
1 previous live birth ... ............... 21.7 18.2 30.1
2 previous live births . ... ............. 15.2 13.2 19.7
3 previous live births .. .. ............. 5.5 4.5 7.7
4 previous live births ................. 1.9 1.4 3.1
5 previous live births ................. 0.7 0.4 1.2
6 previous live births . ................ 0.3 0.2 0.4
7 previous live births ormore .......... 0.2 0.1 0.3

!Includes races other than white and black.

NOTE: The 13-State area includes Colorado, Indiana, Kansas, Missouri,
Montana, New York, Oregon, Rhode Isiand, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah,
Vermont, and Virginia.
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For a 12-State area (Colorado, Indiana, Kansas, Missouri,
Montana, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee,
Utah, Vermont, and Virginia) and New York City, data are
available on the number of previous live births to women having
abortions in 1984 according to the marital status of the women.
One-fifth of married women and nearly two-thirds (62 percent)
of unmarried women who obtained abortions had no previous
live birth (table 5).

Previous induced terminations

For the 13-State area, almost two-thirds (63 percent) of
white women and about half (49 percent) of black women having
abortions in 1984 had no prior induced termination (table E).
For those under 15 years of age, the youngest group, 94 percent
had no previous induced abortion.

Over half (51 percent) of black women and more than one-
third (37 percent) of white women had repeat abortions. In
each age group, a larger proportion of black than white women
had experienced a prior abortion (table 6). Among black women,
more than half of each 5-year age group aged 20-24 years and
older had experienced a prior induced abortion. Among white
women, the age group 25-29 years had the largest percent of
repeat abortions, 51 percent.

Period of gestation

Nine out of 10 induced terminations occurring in the 13-
State area in 1984 occurred during the first trimester of preg-
nancy, as shown in tables F, 7, and 8. Almost half (47 percent)
were for pregnancies of 8 weeks or less duration and 43 percent
were for pregnancies of 9—-12 weeks duration. Only 11 percent
of all abortions were obtained by women whose pregnancies had
lasted more than 12 weeks.

The median gestational period for black women having
abortions was slightly longer at 9.5 weeks than the correspond-
ing period for white women, 9.1 weeks. The length of the ges-
tational period also tended to be somewhat longer for younger

Table E. Percent of induced terminations of pregnancy to women
with no previous induced termination, by age and race of woman:
13-State area, 1984

{Data include only induced terminations of pregnancy occurring in the reporting
area)

All

Age of woman races'  White Black
Allages . .. coir it ie e 58.8 62.8 49.2
Under1Bvyears........ccviivinnnnn. 93.6 95.1 92.6
16=17VY€ars ....ovvenenininnnnnnns 86.0 88.4 80.4
18=19vyears........coviiiininnnnnnn, 75.1 78.0 65.8
20-24 y€ars .. .. i it 57.1 60.9 47.1
25—29 YearS ... i it 454 49.1 37.0
30-34vyears.....c..ciiniaiiinnann 45.9 50.1 36.3
35-39vyears..... ... i 50.8 56.2 37.8
40yearsand OVer. .. ....vvieernennann 56.3 62.8 39.4

Includes races other than white and black.

NOTE: The 13-State area includes Colorado, Indiana, Kansas, Missoun,
Montana, New York, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah,
Vermont, and Virgina.
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Table F.
age of woman: 13-State area, 1984

[Data include only induced terminations of pregnancy occurring in the reporting area)

Percent distribution of induced terminations of pregnancy by period of gestation, and median gestational period, according to

Under
All 15 15-17 18-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40 years
Period of gestation® ages years years years years years years years and aver
Percent distribution
All periods of gestation..................cov.... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Bweeks Orless ... ..o 11.0 6.6 5.4 6.9 9.7 13.4 16.0 17.3 15.3
T-8weeks ......... ... e 35.7 23.3 26.3 31.5 35.4 39.2 41.2 42.0 41.7
G122 WeeKS .. oot e e e 42.6 46.6 50.2 48.0 44.3 39.2 35.9 34.1 356.3
T3 WEEKS OFMOTE ..o ittt i et ee e 10.5 23.0 17.8 13.4 10.4 7.9 6.6 6.3 7.4
Notstated. . ........ .ot 0.2 0.5 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.3
Median

Period of gestation. .......... ... ot 9.2 10.4 10.2 9.7 9.3 8.9 8.7 8.6 8.6

TPeriod of gestation is calculated from “'date last normal menses began” or “physician’s estimate of gestation’”’; see Technical notes.

NOTE: The 13-State area includes Colorado, Indiana, Kansas, Missouri, Montana, New York, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, and

Virginia.

than for older women (figure 3). For women under 20 years of
age, the median gestational period was 10.0 weeks, about 1
week longer than the 9.0-week period for women age 20 years
or more. The same pattern by age prevailed for both black and
white women. However, black women at every age had longer
gestational periods prior to induced termination than white
women.

For an 11-State area (Indiana, Kansas, Missouri, Mon-
tana, New York, Oregon, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah,
Vermont, and Virginia) in 1984, data are available to examine
duration of pregnancy prior to abortion by educational attain-
ment, age, and race of women (table 9). Generally, delayed
terminations were associated with less educational attainment.
For women with less than a high school education, median
gestation period was 9.9 weeks compared with 9.0 weeks for
women with 12 or more years of school. When this analysis is
restricted to women 25 years of age and over who have had the
opportunity to complete their schooling, the relationship is at-
tenuated. The median gestation at time of termination for women
with less than a high school education was 9.1 weeks, and the
median for those with 12 years or more was 8.7 weeks. The
relationship between educational attainment and gestational
duration was similar for white and black women, although black
women of every educational attainment level had induced abor-
tions later in their pregnancies than white women.

Type of procedure and reported
complications

Data on types of procedures used to induce pregnancy ter-
minations are available for the 13-State area for 1984 (tables G
and 10). These figures indicate that more than 9 out of 10 in-
ductions were performed by suction curettage, The second most
frequently reported method, saline instillation, accounted for

35 |- I'\

30 -

25-—-,

20

Under 20 years

Percent of abortions

10
\ -
51~ L w—
0 | | ] | |
6 7-8 9-10 11-12 13~-14 15
weeks  weeks weeks weeks weeks weeks
or or
less maore

Length of gestation

Figure 3. Percent distribution of abortions by length of pregnancy,
according to woman's age: 13-State area, 1984

only 2 percent of the inductions in 1984, Suction curettage was
the predominant procedure for induced abortions under 21 weeks
gestation as shown in table 10, but the proportion of termina-
tions by saline instillation increased as gestation increased. At

——_—
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Table G. Percent distribution of induced terminations of
pregnancy by type of procedure, according to period of gestation:
13-State area, 1984

[Data include only induced terminations of pregnancy occurring in the
reporting area

Period of gestation®

Less 76
All than 13 13—-715  weeks or
Type of procedure periods weeks weeks more
Percent distribution

All procedures ......... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Suction curettage....... 95.1 98.4 85.0 46.2

Sharp curettage ........ 0.4 0.4 1.0 1.3

Saline instillation....... 1.7 0.2 3.8 275
Prostaglandin

instillation. . .......... 0.6 0.1 2.0 8.1

Hysterotomy........... 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1

Hysterectomy . ......... 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1

Other.............ou.. 2.1 0.9 8.1 16.7

penod of gestation is calculated from “date last normal menses began” or
"physician’s estimate of gestation”; see Technical notes.

NOTE: The 13-State area includes Colorado, Indiana, Kansas, Missouri,
Montana, New York, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah,
Vermont, and Virginia.

gestations of 21 weeks or more, a larger proportion of termi-
nations were by saline instillation (41 percent) than suction
curettage (35 percent).

Overall, complications were indicated on the reporting form
for less than 1 percent of the induced terminations in 1984, Of
the 1,819 reporting forms that indicated complications, 54 per-
cent reported retained products alone or retained products in
combination with other complications; 17 percent reported
hemorrhage alone or hemorrhage in combination with other
complications, and 30 percent reported other complications.
The procedure used in 95 percent of all abortions occurring in
the 13-State area, suction curettage, accounted for about half
of the reported complications (54 percent). Saline instillation,
used in 2 percent of all abortions, accounted for 25 percent of
the complications. The complication rate for suction curettage
was very low (3.4 per 1,000 abortions) compared with the com-
plication rate reported for saline instillation (87.6 per 1,000
abortions).

Residence patterns

Metropolitan and nonmetropolitan residence

In 1984, metropolitan area residents obtained 87 percent
of the induced terminations occurring in the 13-State area
(table 11). Residents of nonmetropolitan areas having induced
abortions were, on the average, younger than metropolitan
women having abortions. The median age at termination for
nonmetropolitan women was 22.3 years and for metropolitan
women, 23.5 years.

The relative frequency of induced abortion per 1,000 live
births for residents of metropolitan areas was about 2% times
that for residents of nonmetropolitan areas, 429.3 and 168.4,
respectively (table H). Black women living in metropolitan areas
were three times as likely to obtain abortions as black women
living in nonmetropolitan areas; the relative frequency of in-
duced abortions among white women living in metropolitan
areas was two times that of white women residing in nonmetro-
politan areas. Among nonmetropolitan residents, abortion ratios
for black women (212.7) were nearly 1% times those for white
women (164.6). In metropolitan areas, the abortion ratio for
black women (718.5) was 2 times that for white women (361.2).
Thus, the difference in abortion ratios between the two racial
groups was somewhat greater in metropolitan areas than in
nonmetropolitan areas, reflecting the very high abortion ratios
of black women in metropolitan areas.

Out-of-State residents

In the 13-State area in 1984, only 7 percent of induced
abortions were obtained by U.S. residents outside their State
of residence (table 12). Nearly two-thirds (65 percent) were
obtained by women in their home county, and the remainder
(28 percent) were obtained by women in their home State but
outside their county of residence.

Residence status is associated with the duration of ges-
tation prior to termination. Women obtaining abortions out of
their State of residence have slightly longer pregnancies prior
to termination than women having abortions in their State of
residence. The median gestational period for out-of-State resi-
dents was 9.6 weeks compared with 9.2 weeks for women ob-
taining abortions in their State of residence. About 17 percent

Table H. Ratios of induced terminations of pragnancy by race and metropolitan-nonmetropolitan residence, 1984, and percent change,

1983—84: 13-State area

[Ratios per 1,000 live births. Induced terminations of pregnancy and live births are only those occurring in the area among residents of the area]

All All
Geographic ares races! White Black races’ White Black
Ratio Percent change?
YL = - T 364.3 307.4 646.3 1.0 11 0.3
Metropolitan @reas .. ..ovv vt inn it it it i e 429.3 361.2 718.5 0.6 0.6 0.2
Nonmetropolitan areas. .....cvvet i i ien i ianenrnenenerennes 168.4 164.6 212.7 1.5 2.0 —0.8

TIncludes races other than white and black.
23ee Technical notes.

NOTE: The 13-State area includes Colorado, Indiana, Kansas, Missour, Montana, New York, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, and

Virginia.
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of out-of-State residents obtained their abortions after 12 weeks
compared with 10 percent of State residents.

Of all the abortions (including those for non-U.S. resi-
dents) in 1984 that were reported to NCHS, the proportion in
each of the 13 reporting States accounted for by residents of
that State varied from a high of 97 percent in Indiana to a low

of 63 percent in Kansas (table 13). Some 35 percent of the
abortions reported by Kansas were for Missouri residents,
whereas only 3 percent of Kansas residents who terminated
their pregnancies in 1984 obtained their abortions in Missouri.
In Montana, 10 percent of abortions were obtained by non-
U.S. residents, most of whom were Canadians.
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Symbols

- - - Data not available
Category not applicable
- Quantity zero
0.0 Quantity more than zero but less than

0.05

z Quantity more than zero but less that
500 where numbers are rounded to
thousands

Figure does not meet standards of
reliability or precision (when the base
of the measure includes fewer than
20 events)
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Table 1. Number and percent distribution of reported induced terminations of pregnancy by age of woman, according to race of woman:

13-State area, 1984

[Data include only induced terminations of pregnancy occurring in the reporting area]

All other
All Other Not
Age of woman races White Tota/ Black races stated
Number

F- V- = - T SR 306,792 203,408 92,969 87,033 5,936 10,415
UNder 14 years . .. .uoveeniiiier s it tneenrnerancenenens 758 289 457 450 7 12
B - ¥ T < e 2,295 1,139 1,108 1,096 12 48
Tl = B T TP 74,437 52,399 20,039 19,308 731 1,999
T YBAMS. . vttt e tenen et ia e 5,268 3,148 1,974 1,945 29 146
T VOIS, . ittt ettt e e e 9,922 6,700 2,958 2,884 74 264
- T 1 14,739 10,394 3,962 3,832 130 383

R 20T T 21,618 15,647 5,404 5,168 236 568
B2 IR =T - 22,889 16,510 5,741 5,479 262 638
2028 YRAIS vttt 105,360 71,482 30,902 29,241 1,661 2,976
25— 2 YBAIS . ittt et it 64,278 40,954 21,710 20,135 1,575 1,614
S04 YBaIS - ottt e e e 34,714 22,107 11,752 10,647 1.105 855
3530 YAIS . .ttt et i s e e 16,797 11,108 5,263 4,619 644 425
40 years and OVEer . ... vy iieen it teanrinaas s ianaos 4,673 3,173 1,401 1.216 185 99
NOotstated . .. ovvi ittt e ieaeineran e e 3,480 756 337 321 16 2,387

Percent distribution

- I o - 2 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Under 14 years .. ...covnte e inininennrnceaneneaenn 0.2 0.1 0.5 0.5 0.1 0.1
B 8- - T 0.8 0.6 1.2 1.3 0.2 0.6
R T R BT T P 245 25.9 21.6 223 12.3 24.9
ST £ P 1.7 1.6 2.1 2.2 0.5 1.8
1B YRS, . vttt ittt i et e e 3.3 3.3 3.2 3.3 1.2 3.3
=T 1 -3 4.9 5.1 4.3 4.4 2.2 4.8
2 IS = L 71 7.7 5.8 6.0 4.0 7.1
L= IR =T 1 7.5 8.1 6.2 6.3 4.4 7.9
P A T 1 - 34.7 35.3 33.4 33.7 28.1 37.1
2520 YBAIS « vttt it et e 21.2 20.2 23.4 23.2 26.6 20.1
B0-34 ¥earS . ..t ci ittt a e e e e 11.4 10.8 12.7 12.3 18.7 10.7
5= YOaIS « vttt ittt e et e e 5.5 5.5 5.7 5.3 10.9 5.3
40 years and OVer. . ..ot iueenrinnssnsonenooarsncannss 1.5 1.6 1.5 1.4 3.1 1.2

NOTE: The 13-State area includes Colorado, Indiana, Kansas, Missouri, Montana, New York, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, and

Virginia.
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Table 2. Number of reported induced tarminations of pregnancy by race and marital status of woman and percent distribution by age,
according to marital status and race of woman: 12-State area and New York City, 1984

[Data include only induced terminations of pregnancy occurring in the reporting area)

All other
All Other Not
Marital status and age of woman races White Total Black races stated
Number
Al WOMEN . L . e e 252,223 160,274 82,821 77,364 5,457 9,128

Percent distribution

F NI e T O 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Under 1B years . .. ..ottt e e 1.0 0.7 1.7 1.8 0.3 0.6
117 yearS . .ttt e e e 9.7 9.8 9.5 9.9 3.9 9.9
T8-10 YeaIS . .ttt e e e 14.0 15.2 11.7 11.9 8.3 14.8
2028 YRAIS . . o e e 34.3 34.9 32.9 33.3 28.1 37.6
25— 2D YRAIS . ot 21.9 20.9 23.8 23.6 26.7 20.3
B0-34 ¥earsS . ... i e e 11.8 11.3 13.1 12.7 18.9 10.6
BB=3 0 YearS « v i it e e e 5.6 5.6 5.8 5.5 10.7 5.0
4O Years and OVeI. ... oottt ittt e e e e, 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.4 3.1 1.1
Number
Married WOmMEN. . ... . e 53,891 35,768 16,632 13,969 2,663 1,491

Percent distribution

Al ageS . ..o e e e e 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Under 15 years . ... vttt e e 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.1 -
TB—17 YA ottt e e 0.9 1.1 0.6 0.6 0.5 1.3
LR e TR T O 4.1 4.8 2.5 2.5 2.4 6.7
20—24 YRAIS . o o et 27.1 28.6 23.5 24.3 19.1 31.8
22D YBAIS . . ittt e 30.0 29.0 324 32.8 30.3 27.8
B0—34 YRS . . . i e e e 21.6 20.6 23.8 23.4 25.9 18.7
BB YBAIS . o ittt e e 12.3 12.1 13.0 12.3 16.7 10.9
A0 YearS @nd OVEI. . . v vu vt cueee vt e e 3.9 3.8 4.1 4.0 5.1 2.9
Number
Unmarried women . ... ... . .o i e 191,703 121,865 65,151 62,436 2,715 4,687

Percent distribution

Al AgES . . e e e 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Under 1B years . ....vout et 1.3 0.9 2.1 2.2 0.6 0.8
LT B T T - P 12.2 12.4 11.7 11.9 7.3 12.9
B2 B IR - O 16.9 18.3 14.1 14.1 14.1 17.3
20-24 YRAIS . . . e e e e e 36.4 36.8 35.4 35.3 36.8 39.6
2B 2D YBAIS . . e e e e 19.5 18.5 21.5 21.5 23.5 17.9
B0=34 YearS . . .t e e e 9.1 8.6 10.3 10.2 11.8 7.7
B5=30 YeaIS . .« e e 3.8 3.6 4.0 4.0 4.8 3.3
40 years and OVer. ... vt vttt e 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 11 0.6
Number
NOt StatBA . o oottt e e i e e e 6,629 2,641 1,038 959 79 2,950

Percent distribution

Al BGES ..t ti e eas 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Under 15 years. .. ..ov i e e 0.7 0.6 1.1 1.2 - 0.8
10— 17 YeaIS . o ittt e 9.2 9.1 9.8 10.1 6.3 8.6
T8=T O YBAMS . . ittt et et e 12.7 13.2 9.4 9.8 5.1 15.5
2024 YAIS . . v\ i e e 33.6 33.9 30.6 30.6 30.4 37.0
22 YIS . v ottt e e 23.6 225 27.9 28.6 19.0 21.3
3034 ¥RarS . . . i 12.7 12.5 13.6 12.6 25.3 12.3
B30 YEAIS . o vttt e e s 6.1 6.7 6.0 5.6 10.1 3.9
40 years and OVer. . ... vt i et it 1.4 1.5 1.7 1.5 3.8 0.6

NOTE: The 12-State area includes Colorado, Indiana, Kansas, Missouri, Montana, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, and Virginia.
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Table 3. Number of reported induced terminations of pregnancy by race and age of woman and percent distribution by educational attainment,

according to age and race of woman: 11-State area, 1984

[Data include only induced terminations of pregnancy occurring in the reporting area)

All other
All Other Not
Age of woman and years of school completed races White Total Black races stated
Number
VL T -3 281,826 185,707 90,885 85,515 5,370 5,234
Percent distribution
All years of schoolcompleted...............cocvvniinnn, 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
[0 Y T P 25 2.3 3.0 2.8 6.1 2.5
L= T I YT 1 PP 18.1 17.5 19.4 19.9 11.2 20.0
T2 YA, o i ittt i i e e e e e 46.4 44.9 49.6 49.8 46.1 46.4
I Sl - TP 21.8 22.6 20.0 20.1 18.7 20.2
1B YRarS OFMIOIE. + o vttt ittt etennntanaennsocaonasnnones 11.2 12.7 8.0 7.4 17.8 10.8
Number
Under 15 Years .. ..t iiie it it iee e ieeaennrncearaaneann 2,892 1,318 1.544 1,627 17 30
Percent distribution
All years of schoolcompleted..........ccovieeiiniinnens, 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
[0 BT T 65.3 63.3 67.1 66.9 80.0 50.0
L I Y- Y- 1 PP 34.7 36.7 32.9 33.1 20.0 50.0
BT T - - - - - -
LSt TR . - - - - -
1O YEarS OF MOTE. ¢« ettt e ieeenseianeasoasonnsnnsiaasnns - B - - - -
Number
117 YBAIS . . ittt ittt i e i e e 27,540 18,621 8,741 8,645 196 278
Percent distribution
All years of schoolcompleted .. .............ccieiirnuenn 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
OB YRAMS « v v i v ittt etan e i it e 4.5 3.8 5.9 5.9 4.2 5.9
L T T T P 76.6 76.9 75.9 76.0 71.4 77.8
LA - T - 18.2 18.5 17.4 17.3 224 16.3
L Sl STV T 0.8 0.7 0.8 0.8 2.1 -
1B YRArS OF MOIR. « o4t i vttt aeaenssocannernesonennsons - - - - - -
Number
BT YBAIS ¢ ittt et cectn et e 40,620 29,316 10,888 10,450 438 416
Percent distribution
All years of schoolcompleted . ......... ..., 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
[0 =T 141 1.2 0.8 0.7 2.6 1.8
Ll B Y- - - 18.2 16.6 223 225 18.1 19.8
T2 YBAIS. ot vttt ettt et e e 58.7 58.5 59.1 59.4 53.5 57.2
1315 YBAIS . ittt it teeer it ee e e 21.8 23.4 17.4 17.1 25.4 20.7
16 YOS OF MO, o v ettt teee et isnssnaneacnrroruenns 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.5 0.5
Number
2028 YBAIS ¢ ottt a et 96,050 64,955 30,107 28,626 1,481 988
Percent distribution
All years of schoolcompleted. ...........cvviiiivann e 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
OB YA . ittt it e et e e e 1.3 1.3 1.1 0.9 4.6 1.8
L I BT o 12.1 11.3 13.8 13.9 11.0 15.1
IR TP 47.9 45.5 52.9 53.3 45.8 46.9
131D ¥earS . . ittt i i et e e 28.5 29.7 26.0 26.0 25.5 27.4
16 YRArS OF MOIB. + v vt vttt eer ettt eanenetansenneoneeannse 10.3 12.2 6.2 5.9 13.2 8.8

See note at end of table.
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Table 3. Number of reported induced terminations of pregnancy by race and age of woman and percent distribution by educational attainment,
according to age and race of woman: 11-State area, 1984—Con.

{Data inciude only induced terminations of pregnancy occurring in the reporting area]

All other
All Other Not
Age of woman and years of school completed races White Total Black races stated
Number
25— 2 YBAIS . . e e 659,240 37,442 21,202 19,769 1,433 596

Percent distribution

All years of schoolcompleted . ............ ... . ovvvnn 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
OB YIS « ot ittt e e e 1.6 1.7 1.4 1.0 6.1 1.3
O—T1 YRAIS . .ottt e e e 9.6 8.9 10.6 10.9 6.7 10.0
12 YIS, ottt e e 49.0 46.8 52.8 53.3 46.6 49.5
181D YA o i ittt e e e e 22.6 224 22.9 23.2 18.1 19.4
B YOS OF MO, « v vt ettt v e et ittt et et aeea e 17.2 20.1 12.3 11.6 22.5 19.7
Number
B0=34 ¥LaIS . ..ttt e e e 32,096 20,251 11,519 10,606 1,013 326

Percent distribution

All years of schoolcompleted .. ..................c..v ... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
D=8 YBAIS .. it e e e 24 25 2.2 1.6 8.0 2.1
O T 1 YBAIS ottt ittt e e 7.4 6.5 8.9 9.1 6.9 7.5
T YBAIS. o v ittt e e 47.8 44.6 63.3 53.9 46.9 54.8
181G YBAIS ottt 220 22.7 20.9 21.3 16.0 17.8
16 YRArS OF MNOFB. . o oottt ittt et et e et e e 204 23.7 14.8 141 22,2 17.8
Number
B0=30 ¥ears ... e e 15,693 10.230 5,175 4,571 604 188

Percent distribution

All years of schoolcompleted . ..................... ... ... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
[0 Y- T 3.1 2.9 3.4 2.9 7.6 3.5
L T I YT T - 7.1 6.3 8.7 9.2 4.9 4.7
T2 YOAIS. o o e ettt e e 48.7 45.7 54.5 55.3 47.8 44.2
R TR T P 18.2 20.3 17.2 18.1 10.3 20.9
1B YBAIS OF MO, o vt v ettt et ee e eee e iaaeeeraneen s 21.9 24.8 16.2 14.6 29.4 26.7
Number
A0 ¥ears and OVer. ... vttt ue e it 4,413 2,978 1,382 1,208 174 53

Percent distribution

All years of schoolcompleted . ................ ..o, 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Lo YT T - 3.7 3.5 4.0 3.3 8.7 -
O—T T YBAIS vttt e e e e e 8.0 7.5 9.2 9.6 6.2 9.1
L1287 1 53.5 50.5 59.4 60.9 49.4 72.7
o T T 1T 15.7 17.0 12.9 12.9 13.1 9.1
L L Ll 42T T - T 19.2 21.5 14.5 13.3 22.5 9.1
Number
NOtStated . .. i vttt e e i e e e 3,382 696 327 313 14 2,359

Percent distribution

All years of schoolcompleted . .......... o 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
OB Y BAIS v v vt e e e e 1.9 1.7 2.7 25 7.7 -
L I TR T T 18.1 16.1 21.8 221 15.4 22.6
R A= 1 - T 46.7 47.2 45.6 46.3 30.8 48.4
LI 2o T T - T 17.9 16.9 19.8 19.6 23.1 19.4
1B YBAIS OF MOTB. « v 4 v vt v e et e e e e een et 15.4 18.2 10.1 9.5 23.1 9.7

NOTE: The 11-State araa includes Indtana, Kansas, Missour, Montana, New York, Oregon, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, and Virginia.
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Table 4. Number of reported induced terminations of pregnancy by race and age of woman and percent distribution by number of previous
live births, according to age and race of woman: 13-State area, 1984

[Data include only induced terminations of pregnancy occurring in the reporting area]

All other
All Other Not
Age of woman and number of previous live births races White Total Black races stated
Number
T T 2P 306,792 203,408 92,968 87,033 5,936 10,415
Percent distribution
17~ | PP 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
No previous live birth. . ....... ..o oo, 54.6 62.0 37.7 37.4 43.1 61.4
1previouslivebirth ..... ..., 21.7 18.2 29.5 30.1 20.8 19.1
2 previous live births . ... ... i 15.2 13.2 19.8 19.7 21.7 13.5
3 previous live births .......... . i i, 5.5 4.5 7.8 7.7 8.5 4.1
4 previous live births ... ..o e 1.9 1.4 341 3.1 3.3 1.3
B previous live births ........coi it 0.7 0.4 1.3 1.2 1.4 0.3
6 previous live births .......... .. ool 0.3 0.2 0.5 0.4 0.5 0.1
7 previous live birthsormore ....... ... ..o, 0.2 0.1 0.4 0.3 0.6 0.2
Number
UNdBr 15 YBAIS , v v e ev it iaenern s cniocnsnsnroncanssonnns 3,053 1,428 1,665 1,546 19 60
Percent distribution
0 | PSP 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
No previous live birth . ... ....ovi ittt 97.3 97.9 96.7 96.9 83.3 98.0
1 previouslivebirth ... iiiiiiiann, 21 1.5 2.7 2.6 5.6 2.0
2 previous live births ... ..ot i i 04 0.4 0.3 0.3 5.6 -
3previous live births ........cooiiiiiiiiiiii i 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 5.6 -
4 previous five births ... oottt 0.1 - 0.1 0.1 - -
S previous live births ........cooiiiiniiiiii i, - - - - - -
6 previous live births ....... ..ot i i - - - - - -
7 previous live birthsormore .......ccoviiiiiiinniiieaan - - - - - -
Number
L I AR Y- S P 29,929 20,242 8,894 8,661 233 793
Percent distribution
10 TS N 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
No previous live birth . ... ......o i viiiiiii it 91.7 94.3 85.7 85.5 90.4 92.8
1 previous live birth ........ et receau i 7.5 5.3 12.8 12.9 8.3 6.1
2 previous live births ........oiniiiinniiiiierianann 0.7 0.4 1.4 1.4 1.3 0.9
3 previouslive births .........cooii i iiiiieiien, 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 - 0.1
4 previous live births . ........ ..o it 0.0 - 0.0 0.0 - -
B previous live births ... .. ..o iiiini it iiia., 0.0 - 0.0 0.0 - -
6 previous live births . ........ccciiiiiiiniiiiiiieniane. - - - - - -
7 previous live birthsormore ........c.coiviiiiinnnnaan. 0.0 - 0.0 0.0 - -
Number
1810 ¥earS .. v iirsns it ii it iien i 44,508 32,157 11,145 10,647 498 1,206
Percent distribution
10 1 P 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
No previous live birth. . ..........oviiiiiii i, 81.0 86.5 65.2 64.4 81.9 82.2
1 previouslive birth . .. ....oo it 15.4 111 27.8 28.5 13.6 14.0
2 previous live births . ........ 0ottt 3.1 2.1 6.0 6.1 3.9 3.2
3 previous live births ........covii i, 0.4 0.2 0.8 0.8 0.4 0.5
4previouslivebirths .........ccoviiiiiiii i, 0.1 0.0 0.2 0.2 0.2 -
B previous live births ........... oottt 0.0 - 0.0 0.0 - -
6 previouslive births .. ... ..ot iiiiin e ao 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 - -
7 previous live birthsormore . ....... .o 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 - 0.1

See note at end of table.
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Table 4. Number of reported induced terminations of pregnancy by race and age of woman and percent distribution by number of previous
live births, according to age and race of woman: 13-State area, 1984—Con.

[Data include only induced terminations of pregnancy occurring in the reporting area)

All other
All Other Not
Age of woman and number of previous live births races White Total Black races stated
Number
20-24 years ... ... 105,360 71,482 30,902 29,241 1,661 2,976

Percent distribution

Total, .o 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
No previous live birth . ... ............ ... ... ........... 59.2 68.0 38.3 37.0 61.8 66.5
1 previouslive birth ......... .. ... ... ... ..., 25.1 201 37.1 38.0 21.3 20.8
2previous livebirths ............... ... ... ... e 11.9 9.3 18.0 18.4 121 10.0
3previouslivebirths ........... ... .. ... .. 2.9 2.1 4.9 5.0 3.6 2.1
4 previous live births .. ....... ... ... ... ... . 0.7 0.4 1.3 1.3 0.8 0.6
S previous live births . ......... ... .. ... . 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.0
6 previous live births . ......... ... .. ... .. ... . . ... 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 - 0.0
7 previous live birthsormore .................. ..., 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 -
Number
2520 YRAIS . .. 64,278 40,954 21,710 20,135 1,575 1.614

Percent distribution

Total, o o 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Noprevioushive birth.......... ... ... .. .. .. .. ... 38.4 47.0 21.7 20.4 38.9 46.3
1previouslivebirth ................................... 274 24.3 33.3 33.8 27.4 25.3
2 previous live births ...............oo .. 23.1 20.3 28.5 29.0 22,6 19.9
3 previous live births . ............. ... ... i 7.7 6.3 10.6 10.8 8.0 6.0
4 previous live births . .......... ... ... ... .. .. ... . .. ... 2.4 1.6 4.0 4.2 2.1 21
B previous ive births . ...... ... ... .. ... ... .. i, 0.7 0.4 1.3 1.3 0.5 0.3
B previous live births . ............. ... ... . ... 0.2 0.1 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.1
7 previous live birthsormore ........................... 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 - 0.1
Number
B0=34 years .. ... 34,714 22,107 11,752 10,647 1,105 855

Percent distribution

Total. . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
No previous live birth. . ......... ... ... i, 255 31.9 13.2 12.7 17.7 34.6
Tprevioustivebirth . ... ... ... . .. i, 24.3 23.2 26.5 27.0 21.7 223
2 previous live births .. ........ ... . i 29.3 28.2 31.5 31.0 36.8 28.7
3 previous live births .. ........ ... . 13.1 11.3 16.5 16.8 14.1 11.0
4 previous live births .. ............ ... ... ... . .. ... 4.8 3.6 7.4 7.6 5.5 1.6
Bprevious live births . ........... .. .. ... . ... .. 1.8 1.2 3.1 3.2 2.6 0.8
Bprevious live births ......... ... ... ... . .. i 0.7 0.5 1.0 1.1 0.7 0.5
7 previous live birthsormore ........... ..., 0.4 0.2 0.7 0.7 0.9 0.5
Number
3530 ¥ears . ... e 16,797 11,109 5,263 4,619 644 425

Percent distribution

Total, . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
No previous live birth . . ... ....... ... .. ... ... ... ou... 16.6 20.0 9.1 8.9 11.1 18.6
1 previous livebirth ....... ... ... ... ... .. ........... 20.3 21.0 19.0 19.6 14.8 20.7
2previous hve births . ... .. ... ... .. i, 32.7 33.0 31.7 30.7 38.9 35.8
3previous livebirths ......... ... ... it 17.1 15.9 19.9 201 18.4 14.9
4 previous live births .. ........... ... ... i 7.5 6.3 10.2 10.3 9.4 7.2
S previous live births . .......... . ... .. i, 3.3 2.2 5.8 6.1 3.8 1.3
G previous live births ... ... ... ... .. ... 1.3 0.9 2.2 2.2 1.7 -
7 previous live birthsormore ........................... 1.2 0.7 2.1 2.2 1.9 1.6

See note at end of table.
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Table 4. Number of reported induced terminations of pregnancy by race and age of woman and percent distribution by number of previous
live births, according to age and race of woman: 13-State area, 1984—Con.

[Data include only induced terminations of pregnancy occurring in the reporting areaj

All other
All Other Not
Age of woman and number of previous live births races White Tota/l Black races stated
Number
40VYears and OVEr. ..o vv vt vnenrrnvnonsnsenenonennanens 4,673 3,173 1,401 1,216 185 Q9
Percent distribution
03 1P 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
No previous live birth. . .. ... ...... ... .ciiiiiiinnnn. 11.0 13.5 5.5 5.1 8.2 9.2
1previous live birth ...t it iinnnann 14.0 14.1 13.5 13.8 12.0 18.4
2 previous live births ....... ... i il 30.6 31.7 28.0 28.5 24.5 35.5
3previous live births ..... .o it 20.9 211 20.7 20.6 21.2 15.8
4 previous live births ........ooin ittt it iiii e 121 11.5 13.7 13.6 14.7 10.5
Sprevious livebirths . ........ ... oo, 5.7 4.4 8.7 8.7 8.7 6.6
6 previous live births .........c i i 2.9 2.1 4.7 4.8 3.8 1.3
7 previous live birthsormore ............coiviriianen, 2.7 1.6 5.2 50 7.1 2.6
Number
Notstated . .....cvovrniiiuinenrnenanennenoisnennanannns 3,480 756 337 321 16 2,387

Percent distribution

I 1T PPN 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
No previous live birth. ... . ovii ittt ey 53.2 61.0 32.2 31.6 43.7 64.8
1previous live birth . ......oo i 20.5 16.9 29.8 30.7 12.5 15.7
2 previous live births ......... .. i 15.0 13.2 19.5 18.5 18.7 13.0
3previouslivebirths ......... ..ot 6.7 5.4 10.3 10.2 12.5 3.7
4 previouslive births ..ot 3.0 25 4.6 4.2 12.5 1.9
Spreviouslive births ........ ..o iiiaiiiiianen et 1.0 0.4 24 2.6 - -
B previous live births . ........coniiiiieiiinaeanaa.. 0.5 0.3 1.2 1.3 - -
7 previous live birthsormore ..........ooviiiiinan... 0.3 0.3 - - - 0.9

NOTE: The 13-State area includes Colorado, Indiana, Kansas, Missouri, Montana, Oregon, New York, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, and
Virginia.
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Table 5. Number of reported induced terminations of pregnancy by marital status and age of woman and percent distribution by number of
previous live births, according to age and marital status of woman: 12-State area and New York City, 1984

[Data include only induced terminations of pregnancy occurring in the reporting area]

All Not
Age of woman and number of previous live births women Married Unmarried stated
Number
Al BEES © i e 252,223 53,891 191,703 6,629

Percent distribution

Total e 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
No previous live birth .. ... ... 52.7 19.8 62.0 49.2
1 previous live birth. ... ... 22.7 29.9 20.7 24.0
2 previous live births. ... ... 15.8 31.9 11.2 16.9
3previous live births. .. ... 5.6 11.8 3.9 6.1
4 previous live births. .. .. ... . e e 2.0 4.1 1.4 24
5 previous live Dirths. . ... ..o i e e 0.7 1.5 0.5 0.6
6 previous live births. .. ... ... e 0.3 0.5 0.2 0.3
7 previous live births OF MOFe. . . ... it it e e e e e e 0.2 0.4 0.1 0.4
Number
Under 15 years ...ttt i 2,616 30 2,555 31

Percent distribution

L= 1 A 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
No previous live birth .. ... e 97.2 53.6 97.7 96.7
Tprevious live birth. .. ... .. i i e e 2.2 21.4 1.9 3.3
2 previous live Births. . . ... . i e e e 0.4 14.3 0.2 -
Jprevious live Births. .. .. . e e 0.2 3.6 0.1 -
4 previous live births. .. ... i e e e 0.1 7.1 - -
S previous live births. .. ... i e e e - - - -
6 previous live births. . . ... ot e - - - -
7 previous live births Or MoOre. ... ... i i i e e - - - -
Number
1T 7 YATS. o ottt e e e e e 24,198 506 23,302 390

Percent distribution

L= 1 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
No previous live birth .. ... ... e e e 91.3 48.0 92.3 86.8
Tprevious live birth. ... ... 7.8 44.6 7.0 10.7
2 previous live BIrths. . . ..ot i e e 0.8 6.6 0.6 1.9
B previous live births. . ... i 0.1 0.8 0.0 0.3
4 previous five births. .. ... o 0.0 - 0.0 0.3
B previous Hve births. . . ... i i e e e 0.0 - 0.0 -
6 previous live Births. . . ..ottt - - - -
7 previous live births OF MO, . ..ot e e e e e e e e 0.0 - 0.0 -
Number
1Bl YIS, it ittt e e 34,977 2,206 32,231 540

Percent distribution

L 22 1 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
No previous live birth ... ... i i 79.5 40.2 82.3 72.5
1 pravious live birth. ... ... e e 16.5 45.8 14.5 19.6
2 previous live births. ... .o i 3.4 12.3 2.8 6.7
Jprevious live births. .. ... . e e e 0.4 1.4 0.4 1.0
4 previous live births. ... ..o e e e e e 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2
B previous live births. .. ... o o 0.0 a.0 0.0 -
6 previous live births. .. ... i 0.0 0.0 0.0 -
7 previous live births OFr MO, .. ...ttt e 0.0 0.1 0.0 -

Sea note at end of table.




(re— - - ] Month]v Vital Statistics Report T ——— | ()

Table 5.

previous live births, according to age and marital status of woman: 12-State area and New York City, 1984—Con.

[Data include only induced terminations of pregnancy occurring in the reporting area]

Number of reported induced terminations of pregnancy by marital status and age of woman and percent distribution by number of

All Not
Age of woman and number of previous live births women Married Unmarried stated
Number
b - T T O 85,511 14,562 69,520 1,429
Percent distribution
1< 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
No previous live birth ... . i i et i it et vt et et it 56.9 27.0 63.2 52.1
Tprevious live Birth. ..ot i i it i e i i e e e e, 26.6 39.4 23.9 28.1
2 previous five BirthS. . ittt it i i i e i et e et s i, 12.5 26.3 9.6 14.6
Bprevious [ive DIrtNS. .o v v ittt et i it e i it e it e e e 3.1 6.0 2.4 3.8
4 previous live bIrths. ... oot i i i i i i et e et it e, 0.7 1.0 0.6 0.8
Spravious live births. .. ... i i i i i i i e i e e e 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.2
B pravious live births. .. ... o i i i i i i e i i e e 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1
7 previous live births Ormore. . ... ittt i i e e e e e e 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2
Number
A e T | £ 54,460 16,133 37,325 1,002
Percent distribution
1< P 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
No previous live birth ... i ittt i ittt ittt ct ettt iaaanneans 37.0 20.0 44.5 35.8
T previous live Dirth. . .. oot i i i e e e e e e, 28.1 30.1 27.3 28.1
2 previous live births. . ... i it it i e e e et e, 235 34.2 18.9 23.7
B previous live DIrhs. . ..ottt it it it ittt i et e, 7.8 11.1 6.4 8.6
dprevious live bINRS. . ..o ottt i i i e i e e it e 2.5 3.4 2.0 3.0
5 previous live births. .. ... i i i i e e e r e i, 0.7 0.8 0.6 0.4
B previous live births. .. ..ot it i i i i it e e it et i 0.2 03 0.2 0.2
7 previous live births OF MOFB. . .. vttt ittt it en e it i aee s reirerenenannnnns 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2
Number
B LR L A T T P 29,613 11,580 17,493 540
Percent distribution
1= O 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
NO previous live birth ... .vu ittt ittt ittt it i its e irneaennrotionensioas 25.0 13.3 32.7 25.6
T PrEVIOUS [IVE DIFtH. o vt ettt e ettt e aee e seeeenansnsaneoeenssoansonsanens 24.8 23.3 25.7 26.8
2 previous live births. . ... oi et i i ettt i ie it i ettt s 29.2 375 23.8 27.2
B previous live Dirths, .. ittt it ie i ieet i eaeririoansnrotaoanenenannns 13.1 16.5 10.8 11.8
4 previous live BIrthS. oottt i ittt i i et ittt e e e 4.9 5.7 4.3 5.1
B previous live births. . .........cciiiiiinen i BN e 1.9 2.3 1.7 2.0
6 previous live births....... e e [P v e 0.7 0.8 0.6 1.0
7 pravious live births ormore. . ... i it it i i i i et e 0.4 0.5 0.3 0.6
Number
BB B0 YA, i e e e e e e e 14,058 6,615 7,185 258
Percent distribution
Total,....vuun v e e rideres et e e 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
No previous live birth ........ . it iiinnnnns e erenan Ciereer e 16.3 9.2 22.6 23.2
1 previous live birth. ..., ..o iieenrinnnens e e e 20.7 18.9 224 18.3
2 previous live births. ... ot i i i i i i i it e e it e, 32.6 37.3 28.4 27.7
3 previous live births. . .............. e e et i e e e 16.9 19.4 14.5 17.9
4 previous live births. ..... e e e S s cees 7.7 8.7 6.7 6.7
§ previous live births. . ............... et F N 3.5 3.9 3.1 2.7
6 previous live births, . . ................ e s et e 1.3 1.4 1.2 0.9
7 previous live births or more. . .... P P 1.2 1.2 1.1 2,7

See note at end of table,
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Table 5. Number of reported induced terminations of pregnancy by marital status and age of woman and percent distribution by nurber of
previous live births, according to age and marital status of woman: 12-State area and New York City, 1984—Con.

[Data include only induced terminations of pregnancy occurring In the reporting area)

All Not
Age of woman and number of previous live births women Married Unmarried stated
Number
A0 YEArs AN OVBT . o .ottt it et e e e e e e 3,764 2,100 1,606 58
Percent distribution
=3 < 1O 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
No previous live birth ... .. .. e e e e 10.6 7.0 156.3 9.3
1 previous live birth. .. ... e e 14.7 13.7 156.9 185
2 previous live Dirths. ... ... i e e e e 30.3 32.0 28.3 25.9
Bprevious live births. . ... . . i e e e e e 20.3 21.7 18.5 18.5
4 previous live births. . .. ... e e 12.1 13.2 10.5 18.5
Bprevious live bDirths. ... ... .. e e e e e 6.1 6.1 6.2 3.7
B previous live births. ... . ... . e e e e e 29 2.9 3.1 1.9
7 previous live births or more. .. . ... ... . . e e e 29 3.4 2.3 3.7
Number
NOt Stated .. e e e e e e e 3,026 159 486 2,381
Percent distribution

L+ 1 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
No previous live birth .. ... .. e e e 47.8 32.3 50.0 56.0
T previous live birth. .. ... . i e e e e e e 22.8 27.8 23.2 16.9
2 previous live DIrths. . .. ... i i i e e e 16.8 23.4 14.6 16.9
B previous live DIrths. . . ... i i i e e e e e s 6.7 8.2 71 4.2
4 previous live births. . ... ... i i e e e e 3.9 6.3 3.1 3.6
Bprevious live births. ... ... . e s 1.2 1.9 1.3 0.6
B previous live births. . ... . . i i e e s 0.6 - 0.4 1.8
7 previous live births Or MoOre. . . ... ... . it e et c e, 0.1 - 0.2 -

NOTE: The 12-State area includes Colorado, Indiana, Kansas, Missouri, Montana, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, and Virginia,
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Table 6. Number of reported induced terminations of pregnancy by race and age of woman and percent distribution by number of previous
induced terminations, according to age and race of woman: 13-State area, 1984

[Data include only induced terminations of pregnancy occurring in the reporting area]

All other
All Other Not
Age of woman and number of previous induced terminations races White Total Black races stated
Number
L = =2 306,792 203,408 92,963 87,033 5,936 10415
Percent distribution
11 1 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
No previous induced termination. .. ....couetnn i iiienrnineecannrneneaonses 58.8 62.8 49.8 49.2 58.9 63.5
1 pravious induced termination. .. ... ittt ittt i i e 26.1 24.7 29.2 29.5 24.3 25.3
2 previous induced terminations . ... ..o cv ettt ittt it e e 9.7 8.2 13.1 13.3 10.4 8.1
3 previous induced terminations OF MOFE .. ..o vt iieenetierenersnorannansss 54 4.3 7.9 8.0 6.5 3.1
Number
[0 e L= T YT T - P Y 3,063 1,428 1,665 1,546 19 60
Percent distribution
o3 | 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
No previous induced termination. .. ....c..it i it ittt e i 93.6 85.1 92.3 92.6 73.7 8.0
1 previous induced termiNation. . ... ... cvnt it inettitennnatstoeatanesnnan 5.4 4.2 6.5 6.4 15.8 8.0
2 previous induced 1ermiNatioNS. ... .o vee it ineenen oo eennrenianancnnsns 0.6 0.4 0.8 0.8 5.3 2.0
3 previous induced terminations OF MOTE . .. ...t iueenrienereneroreensoanas 0.3 0.4 0.3 0.3 5.3 -
Number
=T I - T 29,929 20,242 8,8%4 8,661 233 793
Percent distribution
I 7 O 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
No previous induced termination. .. .....cciv it ineerineienenetononnacrsneans 86.0 88.4 80.7 80.4 89.1 86.6
1 previous induced termination. . ... ...t iiiieriieiiernrntsioeaonrsennn 12.2 10.4 16.5 16.6 9.2 12.7
2 pravious induced termMiNatioNs . . . . ... vi ittt i e 1.5 1.1 25 25 1.3 0.5
3 previous induced terminations Or MOFE .. ... vvin i iiennrvneenansonesnns 0.2 0.1 0.4 0.4 04 0.1
Number
B2 R = TR 44,508 32,157 11,145 10,647 498 1.206
Percent distribution
13 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
No previous induced termination. .. ......ovietarniiiiinnrnreeneacnnsneenans 75.1 78.0 66.3 65.8 78.4 78.4
1 previous induced termMINAtioN. . . ... v vttt ettt inrtntonesensssocaanns 19.9 18.1 25.3 25.7 16.7 17.5
2 previous induced termiNatioNS . . ... vuet ittt nernneanennreneranersncnanns 4.1 3.3 6.5 6.6 3.7 3.4
3 previous induced terminations OTMOTE. ... vt evrreerernstoracnaanssoneens 1.0 0.7 1.9 1.9 1.2 0.7
Number
Lo T T 105,360 71,482 30,902 29,241 1,661 2,976

Percent distribution

LI 1O 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
No previous induced termination. . .. ...vivinin i innerireneeeneiaaanns 57.1 60.9 48.0 47.1 63.4 61.5
1 previous induced termination. . .. ... i ittt et e 28.8 27.4 31.9 324 229 28.9
2 previous induced termiNatioNS . .. .o vv vt ii it i it 9.9 8.4 135 13.8 9.4 7.4
3 previous induced terminations Or MOF@ ... ..ot i vt iiernnrcnesnnosoaananss 4.2 3.3 6.6 6.8 4.3 2.2

See note at end of table.
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Table 6. Number of reported induced terminations of pregnancy by race and age of woman and percent distribution by number of previous
induced terminations, according to age and race of woman: 13-State area, 1984—Con.

[Data include only induced terminations of pregnancy occurring in the reporting area)

All other
All Other Not
Age of woman and number of previous induced terminations races White Total Black races stated
Number
282 VRIS . i e 64,278 40,954 21,710 20,135 1,675 1,614

Percent distribution

L3 1S PP 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

No previous induced 1ermination. ... .. it e et e e e 45.4 49.1 38.2 37.0 84.1 49.6

1 previous induced termination. . .... ... ..ttt e 311 30.5 32.2 32.6 27.3 30.8

2 previous Induced terminNatioNs . . .. .ottt e e e e 14.5 12.9 17.6 18.1 111 13.8

3 previous induced terminations Or MOr@ .. .. ..o vi ittt i e ennan s 9.0 7.5 12.0 124 7.5 5.8
Number

B0 34 YOaIS . ittt e e e 34,714 22,107 11,752 10,647 1,105 855

Percent distribution

LI 1 SO 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

No previous induced termination. .. ... ittt e e 45,9 50.1 377 36.3 51.3 52.2

1 previous induced termination. . ... ... i e e 29.9 29.0 31.7 32.2 26.9 29.2

2 previous induced terminations . . . ... ... . e e e 14.1 12.3 17.4 17.8 13.0 12,6

3 previous induced terminalions Or MOre . .. ... vttt 101 8.6 13.2 13.7 .8 6.0
Number

BB YBAIS .ttt e e e e e e e 16,797 11,109 5,263 4,619 644 425

Percent distribution

LI TP 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

No previous induced termination. . .. ... ...ttt it et e 50.8 56.2 3941 37.8 48.7 55.4

1 previous INAUCEd 1ermIiNatioN . . . .. ittt ittt e e 27.0 25.2 30.7 31.2 27.3 255

2 previous induced terminations . . ... o v ittt e 12.8 10.7 17.3 17.7 141 13.0

3 previous induced terminations Or MOFE . .. ... vttt innans 9.4 7.8 12.9 13.3 10.0 6.1
Number

A0 years and OVEI. . .o\ttt ittt et et e e e s 4,673 3,173 1,401 1,216 185 99

Percent distribution

LI - 1 S 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

No previous induced termination. . . ... vttt e i e e 56.3 62.8 40.5 39.4 47.8 76.0

1 previous induced termination. .. ..ottt it i s 25.2 22.4 32.2 33.3 25.0 16.0

2 previous induced termiNations . . . ..ot v ettt e e 9.9 7.6 15.5 15.7 14.4 4.0

3 previous induced terminations OrMOre . . . . ...t it i anaia 8.6 7.3 11.7 11.6 12.8 4.0
Number

I o8 @8- 1 {1« 3,480 756 337 321 16 2,387

Percent distribution

I3 1S 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
No previous induced termination. . ......... v e e 58.2 62.9 41.2 404 56.2 79.2
1 previous induced termination. .. ... vttt i e 25.8 25.0 31.9 32.2 25.0 12.3
2 previous induced 1erminationNs . . .o v ittt e e 9.1 6.9 16.5 16.6 12.5 3.8
3 previous induced terminations or MoOre . ..... .. .o it ii e 6.9 5.2 11.6 11.7 6.2 4.7

NOTE: The 13-State area includes Colorado, Indiana, Kansas, Missouri, Montana, New York, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, and
Virginia.

o e
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Table 7. Number of reported induced terminations of pregnancy by race of woman and percent distribution by period of gestation, according

to race of woman: 13-State area, 1984

[Data include only induced terminations of pregnancy occurring in the reporting area)

* All other
All Other Not
Period of gestation! races White Total Black races stated
Number
L= < 1 306,792 203,408 92,969 87,033 5,936 10,415
Percent distribution

All periods of gestation ..........ccuviiuniniinnnnnnnnn. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Bweeksorless. .......coiiiiiiii i i e 11.0 111 10.8 10.6 14.1 9.7
T WEEKS . L e e i e 16.5 17.3 15.0 14.6 19.8 12.7
B WEEKS. .t et e e i e 19.3 20.2 17.4 17.2 20.1 19.7
GWeEKS. . it e it e e 15.8 16.2 15.2 15.2 14.8 14.8
TOWEEKS. .ottt e e e it e s 12.6 125 12.6 12.6 11.8 13.5
B T 9.0 8.8 9.5 9.7 7.5 9.5
T2 WBEKS. . vt e it iet e iee ettt i, 5.3 4.9 5.9 6.0 4.0 6.5
T WEEKS. oot e et e 28 2.5 3.4 3.5 2.0 3.5
TA WEBKS. ottt i it i e i e e 1.7 1.5 21 2.1 1.4 2.3
T WEBKS. ottt i e e et e i e 1.2 1.0 1.5 1.6 0.8 2.1
T WEBKS. .ttt it et i et et e 1.0 0.8 1.3 1.4 0.7 1.2
17 WBBKS. ottt ittt et e e e 0.8 0.7 11 1.2 0.5 1.4
T WEBKS. .ottt ittt i it e i e 0.8 0.6 1.0 1.1 0.6 1.2
T WEEKS. . vttt it e e i e e 0.6 0.5 0.8 0.9 0.4 0.5
20WeekS. ... e e e e e 0.5 0.4 0.8 0.8 0.5 0.5
21 WEBEKS OF MOFB. o sttt nee s ieie e ineensinnnannens 1.1 0.9 1.5 1.6 0.9 1.0

TPeriod of gestation is calculated from “date last normal menses began’ or “physician’s astimate of gestation”; see Technical notes.

NOTE: The 13-State area includes Colorado, Indiana, Kansas, Missouri, Montana, New York, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, and

Virginia,




Table 8. Number of reported induced terminations of pregnancy by age of woman and percent distribution by period of gestation, according to age of woman: 13-State area,

1984

[Data include only induced terminations of pregnancy occurring in the reporting area)

15-19 years 40
Under years
All 14 14 15 16 17 18 19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 and Not
Period of gestation' ages years years Total years years years years years years years years years over stated
Number
Total.................... 306,792 758 2,295 74,437 5,268 9,922 14,739 21,619 22,889 105,360 64,278 34,714 16,797 4,673 3.480
Percent distribution

All periods of gestation. . . .. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
6weeksorless........... 11.0 7.0 6.4 6.3 49 5.3 5.7 6.5 7.4 9.8 134 16.1 17.4 15.3 19.0
Tweeks................. 16.5 10.7 9.9 12.2 9.5 10.2 1.3 12.6 13.7 16.1 18.8 20.1 21.0 215 16.4
Bweeks................. 19.3 12.8 13.6 17.3 143 15.6 16.4 179 18.8 19.4 20.5 21.2 211 20.3 13.7
9weeks . ................ 15.8 143 14.3 16.2 14.8 15.6 16.0 16.3 16.8 16.4 15.7 15.1 145 15.3 8.6
10weeks................ 12.6 12.8 13.6 14.6 15.2 147 15.1 14.7 14.1 13.1 11.3 105 10.0 10.3 12.8
1tweeks................ 9.0 10.6 11.8 11.3 11.9 12.3 11.8 11.2 10.5 9.4 7.9 6.7 6.2 6.1 94
12weeks................ 5.3 6.5 8.2 6.9 7.9 8.1 7.5 6.5 6.1 5.4 4.4 3.7 3.5 3.7 6.4
13weeks................ 2.8 4.2 4.1 39 4.6 4.3 4.1 3.8 3.4 29 23 1.9 1.7 2.3 1.5
14weeks................ 1.7 4.1 3.1 2.4 3.2 2.6 2.6 24 2.1 1.7 1.3 1.0 1.0 1.0 2.1
16weeks................ 1.2 29 28 1.7 2.3 1.9 20 1.6 1.5 1.2 0.9 0.8 0.6 0.7 3.5
16weeks................ 1.0 2.4 2.0 1.5 23 1.8 1.6 1.3 11 1.0 0.7 0.7 0.5 0.6 1.0
17weeks................ 0.8 25 1.8 1.2 20 1.4 1.4 1.1 0.9 0.8 0.6 0.5 0.5 0.4 2.4
18weeks................ 0.8 2.2 1.8 1.1 1.6 15 1.1 1.0 0.9 0.7 0.5 0.4 05 0.6 1.8
19weeks................ 0.6 1.8 1.4 0.9 1.3 1.2 0.9 0.8 0.8 0.5 0.4 03 0.4 0.5 0.5
20weeks .. .............. 0.5 1.1 1.9 .08 1.1 1.1 0.7 0.8 0.6 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.4 04 0.3
21 weeksormore . ........ 1.1 4.1 34 1.7 3.0 2.3 2.0 1.4 1.3 1.0 0.8 0.6 08 0.9 0.6

YPeriod of gestation is calculated from “date last normal menses began” or “physician’s estimate of gestation’’; see Technical notes.

NOTE: The 13-State area includes Colorado, Indiana, Kansas, Missouri, Montana, New York, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, and Virginia.
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Table 9. Number of reported induced terminations of pregnancy by educational attainment, race, and age of woman and percent distribution
by period of gestation, according to race, age, and educational attainment of woman: 11-State area, 1984

[Data include only induced terminations of pregnancy occurring in the reporting area]

Years of school completed

0-~-8 9-71 12 13—-15 16 years Not
Period of gestation,! age, and race of woman Tota! years years years years or more stated
All races? Number
Allages .. ..ot iiii it et 281,826 6,549 47,109 120,736 56,570 29,019 21,843
Percent distribution
All periods of gestation ................... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Bweeksorless.........coiiiimnnrenanan 114 10.6 7.5 10.7 12.3 17.6 13.7
T8 WEEKS. ..ttt e 35.9 30.1 28.3 35.2 39.9 45.9 335
9—12wWeekS ... .iiii i it s 42.4 43.5 48.2 43.5 40.8 32.1 41.2
13—15weeks ......coviiiiinrriiinnnnnns 5.6 7.9 8.5 5.7 4.1 25 6.5
16-20weeks ... ..o 3.6 6.1 5.7 3.7 2.2 1.3 3.9
21 WeekS Ormore. ....ccveeenicnenennsan 1.1 1.9 1.8 1.2 0.8 0.6 1.1
Number
T0—17 YEBIS ot et ieeeninireenereannn 30,432 2,802 20,401 4,628 194 - 2,407
Percent distribution
All periods of gestation ................... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Bweeks Orfess. ......oeivnenereieannnsss 5.7 5.8 5.3 6.2 7.2 - 8.3
T=BWeEEKS. . .ttt e i 26.4 23.8 25.8 29.6 36.1 - 26.3
O—12WeEEKS ... oii it 4.8 47.7 50.4 49.3 46.4 - 48.4
13=15weeks .....coiiiiiiiieeiii e 8.9 9.8 9.0 7.3 5.2 - 9.5
16=20wWeekS -......voeriennennnrnennnan 6.7 9.3 6.8 5.3 2.6 - 5.8
21 WeeKS OFrMOre. . oo v it i v avnnreenannns 25 3.5 2.5 2.3 2.6 - 1.7
Number
T8—24 YBarS . ...ouvntiviinnnrncsnoannnes 136,670 1,536 17,698 65,088 33,736 9,313 9,298
Percent distribution
All periods of gestation ................... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Bweeksorless.............ccoiiiviannnn 8.3 9.3 7.8 8.7 10.0 14.0 10.2
7B WeeKS. .. ...t it e 34.4 30.0 27.9 32.9 38.3 44.9 33.6
G—12wWeekS ... viirii ittt 45,1 44.7 48.5 46.3 43.8 36.3 441
13— 15 WEBKS «civeriiiiicnenasnacnnnens 6.1 9.2 8.9 6.4 4.5 2.7 7.1
T6—20WeBKS ... ovvriiiivennrcncnrnrsnan 3.8 5.7 5.5 4.4 25 1.4 3.8
21 weeks Ormore. . ... vvvvneneennienanne 1.2 1.0 1.3 1.3 0.9 0.7 1.3
Number
25vearsand over. .. ...... i it 111,342 2,193 8,840 50,584 22,473 19,563 7.689
Percent distribution
All periods of gestation ................... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
BGwesksorless.........c.iiiiiiiiiiiinnn 15.4 17.2 124 13.8 15.7 19.2 17.4
7-8weeks. ... ... i e 40.4 38.3 34.5 38.8 42.4 46.3 37.2
9—12WeeKS ....i ittt e 37.1 37.3 42.4 39.3 36.2 30.1 37.0
13—15WeeKS .. .vven i iinnnnnns 4.1 4.5 6.2 4.5 34 2.4 4.7
16-20wWeeKs .......oviiiiinnn i 2.3 2.3 3.7 2.8 1.7 1.3 2.7
21 WEEKS OF MOF@. . .ot aennscnnaannsnn 0.8 0.3 1.0 0.8 0.6 0.6 1.1

See footnotes and note at end of table.
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Table 9. Number of reported induced terminations of pregnancy by educational attainment, race, and age of woman and percent distribution
by period of gestation, according to race, age, and educational attainment of woman: 11-State area, 1984-—Con.

[Data include only induced terminations of pregnancy occurring in the reporting area)

Years of school completed

0-8 9-17 12 13~15 16 years Not
Period of gestation,' age, and race of woman Total years years years years or more stated
All races2—Con. Number
Notstated ............ciriiiininnnennnnn 3,382 18 169 436 167 143 2,449

Percent distribution

All periods of gestation ................... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Bweeksorless............oiiiiniiinans 19.3 44.4 7.7 14.1 16.2 23.1 20.8
T8 wWeeKS. . ... e e 30.1 16.7 28.0 34.2 37.7 40.6 284
G-12weeks .....ovt e 373 33.3 411 41.2 34.7 31.56 36.9
13—-15weeks . ..o it 7.0 - 10.7 5.4 6.6 2.8 7.3
16=20weeks ........ .o 58 5.6 7.7 4.7 2.4 0.7 ’ 6.3
2t weeksormore. ....... ... .. e, 0.6 - 4.8 0.5 2.4 1.4 0.2
White Number
Allages ... ... 185,707 3,955 30,045 77.165 38,947 21,902 13,693

Percent distribution

Ali periods of gestation ................... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Bweeksorless................covuviinn. 11.6 10.6 7.4 11.0 121 17.9 13.0
T—BWeeKS. . ..ot e e 37.7 32.1 29.4 37.1 41.3 46.6 35.8
9=T12weeks . .....iivit e 421 44.1 49.5 43.2 40.4 31.3 41.0
13-15weeks .........oviiiiunennnnenn.. 4.9 7.6 7.7 4.9 3.6 2.3 5.8
16—=20weeks . ..... vt 2.8 4.3 4.4 2.9 1.9 1.3 3.2
21 weeksormore. .......ov i 1.0 1.2 1.5 0.9 0.7 0.6 1.2
Number
10=17years .....oit e it i, 19,839 1,375 13,610 3.151 127 - 1,675

Percent distribution

All periods of gestation ................... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 - 100.0
Bweeksoriess..........coviiiinnninn, 5.7 5.7 5.1 6.5 7.9 - 9.0
T8 WEEKS. ..t v vt iir i 28.1 24.7 27.5 3156 38.6 - 28.2
O—12weeks .....c.iiiiiie i e 51.5 51.4 51.9 51.0 47.2 - 49.2
13=15weeks ... ....vviinin it 7.9 9.2 8.1 6.4 3.9 - 8.5
16=20weeks ... ...cooviiiiii i 49 6.7 5.2 35 1.6 - 4.2
21 weeksormore. . . .....ciiiiiiiien 1.9 2.3 2.1 1.1 0.8 - 0.9
Number
18-24years ......oiviiir i 94,271 1,122 11,307 43,385 24,275 7,437 6,745

Percent distribution

All periods of gestation ................... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Gweeksorless............ciiviiiiannn, 9.4 8.6 7.7 8.7 8.7 14.3 10.5
T=BWeeKS. . ..ottt i e 36.3 31.5 29.2 35.0 39.9 45.6 34.8
G=12wWeekS ...t i 44.9 45.1 49.8 46.3 43.5 35.7 43.4
13-15weeks ...t 5.3 9.4 8.1 5.6 4.0 2.4 6.5
16-20weeks ......ivviinii e 3.0 4.5 4.2 34 21 1.3 3.4
21 weeksormore. .......... ... L., 1.0 1.0 1.1 1.0 0.8 0.7 1.4

See footnotes and note at end of table.




Table 9. Number of reported induced terminations of pregnancy by educational attainment, race, and age of woman and percent distribution
by period of gestation, according to race, age, and educational attainment of woman: 11-State area, 1984—Con.

[Data include only induced terminations of pregnancy occurring in the reporting area]

Years of school completed

0-8 9-117 72 13-715 16 years Not

Period of gestation,! age, and race of woman Total years years years years or more stated
White—Con. Number

25years and OVer. ..o .vvurveennnnionanenn 70,901 1,448 5,131 30,344 14,443 14,355 5,180

Percent distribution

All periods of gestation ............... v 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Bweeksorless........coovviiinnnnn, . 16.1 16.7 13.0 14.6 16.1 19.7 17.5

7-8 weeks......... P Y e 42.1 39.8 35.0 40.7 43.8 47.1 39.7

9-12wWeekS .....oiiiiiiiriiea e 35.7 36.2 42,7 38.0 35.0 29.1 35.1

13=15weeks ......oovvvnvinennncniennns 3.5 4.9 5.5 3.8 3.0 2.2 4.0

16-20weeks ... ..ot 1.9 1.9 3.0 2.2 1.5 1.3 2,5

21 Weeks OFmoOre. ... vvvvveentniansnnnas 0.7 0.3 0.7 0.7 0.5 0.6 1.2
Number

Notstated . .........ccvininuiennnnnvinn 696 10 97 285 102 110 92

Percent distribution

All periods of gestation ................... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
6weeksorless........... e 14.8 40.0 5.2 15.2 18.7 21.8 12.0
7-8Bweeks. ...t 35.9 10.0 26.8 36.1 38.2 42,7 37.0
G—T12wWeeKS ... viiiiiiiiieri e 39.0 50.0 46.4 39.7 35.3 30.0 42.4
13-15Weeks ... ....oviivniniiananininnn 5.8 - 13.4 4.3 4.9 2.7 7.6
16-20WEBKS . ..o vviveinensrnnnnenrnonns 3.2 - 5.2 4.3 2.9 0.9 1.1
21 Weeks OFrmMoOre. .. .vvuvnvnvnenrsnrases 1.3 - 3.1 0.4 2.9 1.8 -
Black Number
Allages .....coveenieeeeennnnnn e 85,515 2,244 16,189 40,513 16,359 6,043 4,167
Percent distribution
All periods of gestation ............ .. ..., 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Bweeksorless.......vcviienniiiininan 10.7 9.9 7.7 10.1 12.7 16.3 12.9
F—B WeEBKS. ..ttt ieiiit it 31.9 26.1 26.0 31.5 36.5 42.9 27.8
9-12weeks ........c0iii i 43.5 425 45.9 44.3 41.9 35.4 44 .4
13-156weeks .......cciiiiriiiiii i 7.1 8.8 9.8 7.2 5.1 3.6 8.6
T6—20WBBKS .. .ivviirennvrecnnnnrnennnn 5.2 9.6 8.1 5.4 2.8 1.5 4.9
2T WeeKS OF MOMB. o v vv v st niennrnnnananns 1.6 3.2 24 1.6 1.0 0.4 1.4
Number
10-17 years ..... e e e 10,072 1,393 6,627 1,409 63 - 580
Percent distribution
All periods of gestation ................ Ve 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 - 100.0
Bweeksorless.........oooiiiininiiiiann, 5.7 6.0 5.6 5.6 4.8 - 7.6
F-Bweeks. . ... ..t e i 23.2 23.2 22.8 25.1 30.2 - 21.8
G-12wWeeKkS ... .iivviriiiiiiii i . 46.5 43.9 47.4 45.2 46.0 - 45.9
13-15weeks ....... et 10.6 10.5 10.8 9.6 7.9 - 11.4
16-20WeBKS .. .ovnvrennnniniiinennieias 10.1 11.7 10.0 9.5 4.8 - 9.4
21 WBBKS OFMOre, . v vvin v svnensneease 3.8 4.7 3.4 4.9 6.3 - 3.8

See footnotes and note at end of table.
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Table 9. Number of reported induced terminations of pregnancy by educational attainment, race, and age of woman and percent distribution
by period of gestation, according to race, age, and educational attainment of woman: 11-State area, 1984—Con.

[Data tnclude only induced terminations of pregnancy occurring In the reporting area

Years of school completed

0-8 9-11 12 13-18 16 years Not
Period of gestation,! age, and race of woman Total years years years years or more stated
Black—Con. Number
1B—=24 years . ......couriinenennernnenss 39,076 324 6,032 20,439 8,794 1,637 1,850

Percent distribution

All periods of gestation ................... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
6weeksorless...............coiiia.. 9.1 10.8 7.9 8.4 10.6 12.6 9.7
T-8weeks. ..ot e 29.7 24.8 25.6 28.3 34.1 41.9 28.7
9-12weeks .. ..ot e 45.8 43.0 46.5 46.6 44.7 38.9 45.8
13-16weeks ........ ... i 8.0 9.9 10.3 8.3 6.0 4.2 9.3
16—-20weeks .. ..ot 5.8 9.9 7.9 6.5 3.4 2.1 5.3
21 weeks Ormore. .....coviieviinnn.. 1.6 1.5 1.9 1.9 1.2 0.4 1.2
Number
25 yearsand OVer. ... ... vviivieinninnns 36,054 520 3,467 18,633 7,446 4,379 1,708

Percent distribution

All periods of gestation ................... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Bweeksorless.........coviveenininnnn, 13.8 19.2 1.4 12.3 15.1 17.6 18.2
T=8 WEEKS. « v e ettt 36.7 34.6 329 35.5 39.5 43.3 28.9
G-12weeks ...t i 40.2 38.7 42,5 a41.7 38.7 34.1 42.3
13-15weeks ..o 5.3 3.8 7.2 5.7 4.1 3.4 6.9
16-20weeks ....... ..o 3.1 3.5 4.7 3.8 2.0 1.2 2.9
21 weeks Ormore. . ..oveve e ennnnn.s 0.9 0.2 1.4 1.0 0.6 0.4 0.8
Number
Notstated . .......... ..o iiinennn 313 7 63 132 56 27 28

Percent distribution

All periods of gestation ................... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 - 100.0 100.0 100.0
Bweeksorless........... i, 14.2 42.9 129 10.7 16.1 29.6 7.4
T-Bweeks. . ..cv i e e 31.6 28.6 30.6 29.8 37.5 33.3 29.6
G-T2WeEeKS ... vttt ittt it e 39.4 14.3 30.6 46.6 33.9 33.3 48.1
13-15weeks ...oviti i 6.1 - 6.5 6.9 8.9 3.7 -
16=20weekS ... .oovrii i 6.5 14.3 12.9 5.3 1.8 - 1.1
21 weeksS Ormore. ......covevneiinnnenann 2.3 - 6.5 0.8 1.8 - 3.7

TPeriod of gestation 1s calculated from “date last normal menses began” or “physician’s estimate of gestation™; see Technical notes.
2Includes races other than white and black.

NOTE: The 11-State area includes Indiana, Kansas, Missouri, Montana, New York, Oregon, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, and Virginia.
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Table 10. Number of reported induced terminations of pregnancy by type of procedure and percent distribution by type of procedure, according
to period of gestation: 13-State area, 1984

[Data include only induced terminations of pregnancy occurring in the Fepomng area)

All Suction Sharp Saline Prostaglandin
Period of gestation’ procedures  curettage  curettage  instillation instillation Hysteratomy  Hysterectomy  Other
Number
Total. oo vt i i e e 2306,792 289,471 1,331 5,158 1,902 41 43 6,320

Percent distribution

All periods of gestation......... 100.0 95.1 0.4 1.7 0.6 0.0 0.0 2.1
6weeksorless............... 100.0 97.9 0.5 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.3
7weeks.........iiiniiiann. 100.0 98.1 0.3 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.5
8weeks..........ccoiiiinn 100.0 98.7 0.3 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.8
Oweeks..........connnininnn 100.0 99.0 0.3 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.4
1Oweeks........oovvnvvnnnn 100.0 98.8 0.4 0.2 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.4
TTweeks. . ....ovvivinnivnnn 100.0 98.4 0.4 0.3 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.7
T2weeks. . ....ovvvvivnnininn 100.0 96.4 0.5 0.8 0.5 0.0 0.0 1.8
183weeks.........ccoiiininn 100.0 90.9 0.9 2.2 1.0 0.1 0.0 4.9
14weeks...............ocunn 100.0 83.5 1.1 3.7 2.3 0.1 0.0 9.3
15weeks........oocivnnnnnn 100.0 73.3 1.1 7.7 4.0 0.1 - 13.8
16weeks. . ....covviinnnnnans 100.0 62.6 1.4 13.8 7.4 0.2 0.1 14.7
17weeks..........covvvnnn, 100.0 52.5 1.4 18.9 10.0 0.1 - 17.0
18weeks........oocivnnnann 100.0 43.8 1.3 26.6 11.3 0.1 0.1 16.7
19weeks. ... .ooviinenninnn 100.0 40.7 1.6 31.2 9.8 0.1 0.1 16.5
20weekS. ... iy 100.0 373 1.0 354 7.2 0.1 0.1 19.0
21 weeksormore............. 100.0 35.4 1.0 41.4 4.6 0.0 0.0 17.6
Notstated ................... 100.0 88.1 2.0 2.3 4.3 0.2 0.4 29

TPenod of gestation is calculated from “date last normal menses began” or “physician’s estimate of gestation”; see Techmcal notes.

2|nciudes procedure not stated.

NOTE: The 13-State area includes Colorado, Indiana, Kansas, Missouri, Montana, New York, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carcolina, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, and
Virginia.
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Table 11. Number and percent distribution of reported induced terminations of pregnancy by age of woman, according to metropolitan-

nonmetropolitan residence and race of woman: 13-State area, 1984

[Data include only induced terminations of pregnancy occurring In the reporting area)

All areas Metropolitan areas Nonmetropolitan areas
All All All
Age of woman races! White Black races! White Black races! White Black
Number
Allages. ..o i 306,792 203,408 87,033 266,508 169,741 81,914 40,284 33,667 5,119
Undeld4years ...........cciiininnn.n. 758 289 450 636 223 395 122 66 55
T4 years ... vt i 2,295 1,139 1,096 1,904 854 1,002 391 285 94
15=18years......ovviinin i, 74,437 52,399 19,308 62,519 42,117 18,038 11,918 10,282 1,270
16years ... .. i e 5,268 3,148 1,945 4,369 2,420 1,801 899 728 144
TBYears .. oo e e e 9,922 6,700 2,884 8,249 5,296 2,671 1,673 1,404 213
17 ¥8ars .o e e 14,739 10,394 3,832 12,324 8,293 3,688 2,415 2,10 244
TByears ... 21,619 15,647 5,168 18,220 12,658 4,858 3,399 2,989 310
18years .. ..ot e e 22,889 16,510 5,479 19,357 13,450 5,120 3,632 3,060 359
20-24 years. . ...t e 105,360 71,482 29,241 91,477 59,842 27,479 13,883 11,640 1,762
28-20YearsS. . ...t ii i i 64,278 40,954 20,135 56,993 35,071 19,042 7.285 5,883 1,093
30-34vyears. ... ... 34,714 22,107 10,647 30,762 18,881 10,104 3,852 3,226 543
3539 Years.....viti i 16,797 11,109 4,619 14,771 9,415 4,378 2,026 1,694 241
40vyearsandover....... ..., 4,673 3,173 1,216 4,083 2,667 1,161 590 506 55
Notstated.................. ... vuun.. 3,480 756 321 3,363 671 315 117 €5 6
Percent distribution

Allages. .. ..o iini it e 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Under1d4wyears.............covinvennnn. 0.2 0.1 0.6 0.2 0.1 0.5 0.3 0.2 1.1
Tdyears ... .ot e 0.8 0.6 1.3 0.7 0.5 1.2 1.0 0.8 1.8
16=18years... ..., 24.5 25.9 22.3 23.8 24.9 22.1 29.7 30.6 24.8
15years ... 1.7 1.6 2.2 1.7 1.4 2.2 2.2 2.2 2.8
TBYears ... ..ot i, 3.3 3.3 3.3 3.1 3.1 3.3 4.2 4.2 4.2
17vyears ...t 4.9 5.1 4.4 4.7 4.9 4.4 6.0 6.3 4.8
18vyears ... i 7.1 7.7 6.0 6.9 7.5 6.0 8.5 8.9 6.1
19years ...ttt 7.5 8.1 6.3 7.4 8.0 6.3 8.8 9.1 7.0
20-24vyears. ... e e 34.7 35.3 33.7 34.8 35.4 33.7 34.6 34.7 345
25-29vears. . ... 21.2 20.2 23.2 21.7 20.7 23.3 18.1 17.5 21.4
30-34vyears. ... 11.4 10.9 12.3 11.7 11.2 12.4 9.8 9.6 10.6
3539 VYears. ......iiii i e 5.5 5.5 5.3 5.6 5.6 5.4 5.0 5.0 4.7
40vearsand OVer. . ........ccoiinnnninnn. 1.6 1.6 1.4 1.6 1.6 1.4 1.5 1.5 1.1

Vinctudes races other than white and black.

NOTE: The 13-State area inciudes Colorado, Indiana, Kansas, Missour;, Montana, New York, Oregon, Rhode sland, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, and

Virginia.
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Table 12. Number of reported induced terminations of pregnancy by residence status of woman and percent distribution by period of gestation,
according to residence status of woman: 13-State area, 1984

{Data include only induced terminations of pregnancy occurring in the reporting area)

Induced Induced terminations occurring
All terminations in State of residence Induced Induced

induced occurring terminations terminations

terminations in area Occurring Among among among non-

occurring among U.S. in county intrastate interstate residents of

Period of gestation’ in area residents Total of residence  nonresidents  nonresidents  United States

Number
Total . ..ot e e 308,510 306,792 283,883 199,424 84,459 22,908 1,718
Percent distribution

All periods of gestation............. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
B6weeksorless .........ov i 11.0 11.0 111 12.3 8.4 9.1 7.3
Tweeks ... e 16.4 16.5 16.6 17.3 15.0 14.4 13.9
Bweeks .. ... e 19.3 19.3 19.5 19.4 19.6 17.4 15.1
OweekS .....ciiiii i 15.8 15.8 15.9 15.5 16.7 15.2 12.8
TOWBEKS ... cvvvr it 12.6 12.6 12.6 12.2 13.6 125 11.5
TTweeksS .. ..oovvivenenrniiennns 9.0 9.0 9.0 8.5 10.1 9.5 9.8
12wWeekS .. ovvenrieninnrinenens 5.3 5.3 5.3 5.0 5.8 5.4 7.6
13weeks . .vvinn i i, 2.8 2.8 2.8 2.7 3.1 3.1 5.2
T4 WeeKS ..o vvvennn i iriannas 1.7 1.7 1.7 1.6 1.8 2.0 3.6
15weeks .....ooeviiiieiiiiiennn 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.5 2.1
16wWeekS .. ..covennierennreinnn 1.0 1.0 1.0 0.8 1.1 1.4 1.7
T7weeks ..oovvvinnii i 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 1.2 0.9
1Bweeks . ....connivininninens 0.8 0.8 0.7 0.7 0.8 1.2 1.1
TOwWeekS .o iei it i 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.5 0.6 1.0 1.7
20WeekKS . it 0.5 0.5 0.4 0.4 0.5 1.3 1.2
21 weeks Ormore ....ovoeeerneenn 1.1 1.1 0.2 0.9 0.9 3.9 4.5

1Peariod of gestation is calculated from “date last normal menses began” or “physician’s estimate of gestation”; see Technical notes.

NOTE: The 13-State area includes Colorado, Indiana, Kansas, Missouri, Montana, New York, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, and
Virginia.




Table 13.

United States, each State, New York City, and specified places outside the United States, 1984

[Data include only induced terminations of pregnancy occurring in the reporting area]

Number of reported induced terminations of pregnancy in the 13 reporting States and New York City by place of residence according to place of occurrence:

Place of occurrence

New York
Upstate  New
New York Rhode  South
Place of residence Total Colorado Indiana Kansas Missouri Montana Total York City Oregon Island Carolina Tennessee Utah Vermont Virginia
All places of
residence....... 308,510 17,549 15,343 7,303 20,204 3,618 162,146 55,685 96,461 13,133 7,422 11,704 21,124 4,024 3,420 31,620
United States. .... 306,792 17,545 15,342 7,301 20,203 3,246 150,834 54,569 96,265 13,130 7,421 11,696 21,121 4,022 3,411 31,620
Alabama....... 125 - 1 - 2 - 3 1 2 - - - 115 - - 4
Alaska. ........ 28 - - 1 - 1 1 - 25 - - - - - 1
Arizona........ 26 9 1 - 1 - a4 3 1 2 2 1 2 2 1
Arkansas ...... 1,048 2 - 9 126 - 1 - 1 - - - 909 - - 1
California ... ... 165 10 3 1 3 2 23 6 17 98 3 6 6 3 1 6
Colorado. . ..... 16,659 16,642 1 3 4 2 1 1 - - - - - 4 2 -
Connecticut. ... 784 - - - - - 699 307 392 - 80 - - - 3 2
Delaware ...... 20 - - - - . 19 1 18 - - - - - - 1
District of
Columbia . ... 235 - - - - - 37 5 32 - 1 - - - - 197
Florida ........ 94 2 2 2 2 1 41 16 25 1 4 19 7 - 1 12
Georgia ....... 505 - 2 1 2 - 3 3 - - - 95 393 - - 9
Hawaii ........ 6 - - - 1 - - - - 1 2 1 1 - - -
Idaho ......... 94 2 - - - 20 - - - 43 - - - 29 - -
Iilinois ........ 2,177 1 303 1 1,816 1 26 5 21 1 - 4 1 - -
Indiana........ 14,875 2 14,831 1 24 - 8 3 5 - 3 - - -
lowa.......... 44 - - 20 21 - 1 - 1 - - 2 - - - -
Kansas........ 5,350 47 - 4,615 685 - 1 - 1 - 1 - - - 1
Kentucky ...... 790 1 4 3 97 - 8 - 8 - - 1 669 - - 7
Louisiana ...... 12 1 - - 1 - 4 1 3 - - 2 3 - - 1
Maine......... 29 - - - - 1 19 1 18 - 3 2 1 - 1 2
Maryland . ..... 539 1 - - 1 1 141 15 126 - 1 3 2 - 1 388
Massa-
chusetts...... 1,875 2 - - - - 135 29 106 - 1,690 4 - - 41 3
Michigan ...... 109 3 85 - 1 1 12 7 5 - - 2 3 - - 2
Minnesota ..... 24 3 1 2 1 1 12 1 11 - - 3 - 1 - -
Mississippi..... 1,372 - - - - - 1 1 - - - 3 1,368 - - -
Missouri....... 19,944 7 - 2526 17,306 - 6 - 6 - - - 94 1 - 4
Montana. ...... 2,909 12 - - - 2,894 - - - 2 - - - 1 - -
Nebraska ...... 190 122 1 34 33 - - - - - - - - - - -
Nevada........ 19 2 - - - - - - - - - - - 17 - -
New
Hampshire . ... 216 - - - - - 1 3 8 1 5 - - - 199 -
New Jersey . ... 2,227 2 - - 1 - 2,198 316 1,882 - 2 5 1 - 6 12
New Mexico. . .. 210 207 - - 1 1 1 1 - - - - . . - R
New York...... 146,192 3 - 2 5 1 145,393 52,326 93,067 2 10 6 5 2 716 47
Upstate New
York ........ 55,085 2 - 2 2 - 54,341 50,861 3,480 1 9 2 3 1 716 6
New York
City......... 91,107 1 - - 3 1 91,052 1,465 89,687 1 1 4 2 1 - 41

See note at end of table.
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Table 13. Number of reported induced terminations of pregnancy in the 13 reporting States and New York City by place of residence according to place of occurrence:
United States, each State, New York City, and specified places outside the United States, 1984—Con.

[Data include only induced terminations of pregnancy occurring in the reporting areal

Place of occurrence

New York
Upstate  New
New York Rhode  South
Place of residence Total Colorado Indiana Kansas Missouri Montana Total York City Oregon Island Carolina Tennessee Utah Vermont Virginia
North
Carolina ...... 1,240 - 1 - - - 33 11 22 - - 364 a4 - - 798
North Dakota 39 1 - - - 37 - - - - - 1 - - - -
Ohio.......... 167 1 102 - 2 - 29 12 17 - 1 7 6 - - 9
Oklahoma...... 92 2 - 62 25 - 2 2 - - - - - 1 - -
Oregon........ 1219 1 1 - - 2 - - - 12,187 - - . - - -
Pennsylvania ... 1,786 1 - - 2 1,748 1,451 297 - 1 7 1 - - 22
Rhode Island. .. 5,662 - - - - - 45 5 40 - 5612 1 - - 2 2
South
Carolina . ..... 11,142 - - - - - 6 3 3 1 - 11,127 - - - 8
South Dakota. . . 18 9 - 1 3 2 1 1 - - - - - 1 - 1
Tennessee..... 17,341 1 - - 16 . 8 2 6 - 7 17,298 - - 10
Texas ......... 57 4 1 4 8 - 15 6 9 2 - 4 5 - - 14
Utah.......... 3,889 90 - - 1 - 1 - 1 1 - 1 - 3,795 - -
Vermont....... 2,466 - - - 1 - 27 14 13 - 1 - - - 2437 -
Virginia........ 30,019 - - 3 - 93 6 87 1 2 13 159 - - 29,746
Washington.. .. 780 5 - - 3 5 5 2 3 760 - - - 1 - 1
West Virginia. . . 225 - - - - - 9 - 9 - - 1 10 - - 205
Wisconsin ..... 9 - 2 - 2 - 2 - 2 1 - - 1 1 - .
Wyoming...... 787 347 - 1 1 272 1 1 - 1 - - 1 163 - -
Qutside of United
States
Puerto Rico .. .. 11 - - - - - " 1 10 - - - - - - -
Virgin Islands. . . 2 - - - - - 2 1 1 - - - - - - -
Canada........ 1,693 2 - 1 1 370 1,205 1.105 100 2 1 1 1 1 8 -
Mexico........ 4 - 1 - - - 3 2 1 - - - - - - -
Remainder of
World........ 108 2 - 1 - 2 91 7 84 1 - 7 2 1 1 -

NOTE: The 13-State area includes Colorado, Indiana, Kansas, Missouri, Montana, New York, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, and Virginia.
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Technical notes

Nature and sources of data

Data in this report are based on information for the same
13 States in 1984 as in 1982 and 1983: Colorado, Indiana,
Kansas, Missouri, Montana, New York, Oregon, Rhode Island,
South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, and Virginia.

The reporting States provided data on magnetic tape for
individual events coded from copies of the original reports of
induced termination of pregnancy. These data were provided to
the National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) through the
Vital Statistics Cooperative Program, NCHS collects informa-
tion on individual abortions occurring in selected States with
mandatory abortion reporting requirements. The State abortion
reporting forms include information on the demographic char-
acteristics and pregnancy history of the woman and the nature
of the procedure. The NCHS data system, based on reports of
individual abortions, enables detailed cross-classification.

Two other organizations currenily publish information on
induced abortions—the Centers for Disease Control (CDC),
which like NCHS is a component of the U.S. Public Health
Service, and the Alan Guttmacher Institute (AGI), a private
organization. CDC relies primarily on aggregate abortion data
reported by State health agencies, hospitals, and medical insti-
tutions; AGI obtains its information from a nationwide survey
of abortion providers.

Item completeness

Item completeness, which is measured by the percent of
records with codes other than “not stated,” is shown in table I
for the varying number of States included in the analysis of
each item. States were excluded from analysis either if infor-
mation was not collected on the item or if no information for
the item was reported for 25 percent or more of the records.
Table I shows that resident status was 100 percent complete
for 1984, Residence information, if unknown or incomplete, is

allocated at the coding level according to the following rules.
First, records with unknown residence are allocated to place of
occurrence, Second, records where only State of residence is
reported, with no city or county specified, and the State named
is different from the State of occurrence, are allocated to the
largest city of the State of residence.

Classification of data

Procedures used for coding and classifying the items on
the Report of Induced Termination of Pregnancy are described
in the NCHS Vital Statistics Instruction Manual, Part 10,
“Classification and coding instructions for induced termination
of pregnancy records, 1984.” Codes for geographic areas are
described in Part 8, “Vital records geographic classification,
1982.7°10 Additional information on classifying selected items
can be found in the Technical Appendix of Vital Statistics of
the United States, Vol. I.}1 Definitions of types of procedures
used are given in Legalized Abortion and the Public Health.1?
Data on period of gestation are computed from information on
“date of termination” and “‘date last normal menses began.” If
“/date of last normal menses” is not stated or if computed ges-
tation in weeks is not possible, “physician’s estimate of gestation”
is used.

Ratios, percents, and medians

Measures of incidence in this report are based on ratios of
induced terminations of pregnancy to live births. These ratios
refer to the number of induced terminations and live births oc-
curring in the reporting States to residents of the reporting States,
In the computation of ratios, “not stated” cases have been dis-
tributed according to the reported or known proportion for a
particular characteristic. Ratios of induced terminations of preg-

NOTE: A list of references follows the text.

Table I. Percent completeness for items on reporting form and number of reporting States: 1983 and 1984
1984 7983
Percent Number of Percent Number of
Item completeness  reporting States completeness  reporting States

Age of woman . .. e e e 98.9 13 98.9 13
CoMPlICAtIONS .« . ot e e e 96.8 13 96.9 13
EUCALION . et e e e 92.2 11 89.1 11
Marital STatus’ . ... e s 97.4 12 97.8 12
Perod of gestation . ... ... . e e 99.8 13 99.7 13
Previous induced terminations . .. ....... ... i e 97.2 13 97.5 13
Previous live births . ... .. . .. . . 97.5 13 97.8 13
Race of woman ... .. e e e e e 96.6 13 96.8 13
Resident status? ... ... ...ttt e 100.0 13 100.0 13
Type of procedure . . ... vt e 99.2 13 99.5 13

INew York City also reported marital status.
2Resident status unknown Is allocated at the coding level; see Technical notes.

NOTE: The 13-State area includes Colorado, Incdiana, Kansas, Missouri, Montana, New York, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, and
Virginia.
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Table Il. Type | and Type |l induced termination of pregnancy ratios by race and age of woman: 13-State area, 1984

[Type | ratio 1s per 1,000 live births. Type Il ratio is per 1,000 live births and induced terminations. Induced terminations of pregnancy and live births are only
those occurring in the area among residents of the area)

Type / Type Il
All All

Age of woman races’ White Black races’ White Black

-1 T 364.3 307.4 646.3 267.0 235.1 392.6
Under 14 years .. ..o vt it e iinienaratenetaanneony 1,946.9 2,088.7 1.884.2 660.5 875.6 653.0
T WBAIS. L ittt ittt i i e e 1,501.3 1,845.9 1,290.8 600.2 648.5 563.3
BTl IR T - 728.8 756.8 678.1 421.6 430.8 404.1
T  YEaIS. . vttt e e e s 1,077.2 1,239.3 914.9 518.6 553.4 477.7
T YBAIS. o vttt ittt e e e 890.5 984.1 747.9 471.0 496.0 427.9

B YT - 759.5 811.1 664.1 431.7 447.8 399.0

R =T - 760.0 804.1 667.9 431.8 445.7 400.4
B2 IR T 599.0 598.8 611.4 374.6 374.5 379.4
2024 YRAIS .ttt i e e 414.3 360.4 651.4 292.9 264.9 394.5
2529 VBAIS ..t v vttt i e 242.4 187.3 587.6 195.1 157.7 370.1
B0-34 ¥eaIS ...ttt i e e e 225.6 172.8 691.2 184.1 147.4 371.5
BB=30 YBAIS . ittt i vttt i e e s 358.3 284.0 737.3 263.8 227.2 424.4
40 years AN OVEI . . o v v vt v e etenstiasonnerineennnnns 692.1 607.2 1,083.3 409.0 377.8 519.8

TIncludes races other than white and black.

NOTE: The 13-State area includes Colorado, Indiana, Kansas, Missour, Montana, New York, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, and
Virginia.

nancy provide an approximate indication of the frequency of
induced abortions to the frequency of pregnancies.

Two forms of induced abortion ratios (ratios per 1,000 live
births—Type I ratios—and ratios per 1,000 live births and in-
duced abortions—Type 11 ratios) are shown in table II. Induced
abortion ratios in the text of this report are of Type 1. These
ratios are larger than those in Type II, because the latter in-
cludes a larger number of events in the denominator than the
former. Both types of ratios have the same number of events—
induced terminations—in the numerator. For Type I ratios, age
differentials are greater; that is, the range between the largest
and the smallest ratios by age of women is greater than for
Type II ratios. Induced abortion differentials by race are also
more pronounced using Type I than Type II ratios.

In the computation of percent distributions and medians,
“not stated” cases are excluded. Proportional allocation of ““not
stated” cases in computing these measures would yield exactly

the same results. In addition, medians were calculated using
single years of age, single years of education, and single weeks
of gestation.

In the computation of percent change, the following general
formula was used:

R7R

- 100
R,

where R, equals the ratio of interest in 1984 and R, equals the
ratio of interest in 1983. The total percent change is a weighted
average of the change for the groups of interest. Although it is
unusual, the total percent change can be greater or smaller than
either of the percent changes in its component parts as seen in
tables A and B.
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Trends and Variations in Post Partum Sterilization in the
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Introduction

The use of male and female surgical sterilization by mar-
ried couples in the United States has increased substantially
since 1965. By 1982 surgical sterilization was the most pop-
ular single method of contraception used in the United States
(Bachrach, 1984; Westoff and Jones, 1977). In 1982 an esti-
mated 7.9 million married women relied on sterilization (male
or female) as their contraceptive method (Bachrach, 1984).
Due to the rapid adoption of surgical sterilization in the last
few years—especially the female procedure (tubal ligation)—
surgical sterilization is now more frequently used than the birth
control pill as a contraceptive method among married couples
in the United States (Bachrach, 1984).

Female sterilization performed immediately following a
completed pregnancy is referred to as a “post partum” pro-
cedure. Female sterilization not performed immediately fol-
lowing a completed pregnancy is referred to as an “‘interval”
procedure. Although the proportion of all sterilizations per-
formed post partum declined during the 1970’s (Centers for
Disease Control, 1981), the number of post partum steriliza-
tions increased significantly. This report examines trends in
post partum sterilization between 1972 and 1980 among mar-
ried mothers and its levels within social and demographic sub-
groups. More extensive analyses of the 1972 data have been
published previously (NCHS, 1977a, 1977b).

Data and methods

The data presented in this report are from the 1972 and
1980 National Natality Surveys (NNS’s) conducted by the
National Center for Health Statistics. These surveys are based
on probability samples of all live births to U.S. residents that

occurred in 1972 and 1980, respectively. Information beyond
that obtainable from birth certificates was collected through
questionnaires sent to mothers, hospitals, and attendants at
delivery. In 1972 and 1980 hospitals were asked whether any
operation was performed that would prevent future pregnan-
cies. In 1980 only, hospitals were asked what type of operation
was performed and why. Missing values for all sources of infor-
mation were imputed and each birth was weighted to produce
national estimates. A more detailed description of these sur-
veys is included in the Technical notes.

When interpreting the results discussed in this report, a
number of points must be kept in mind. First, other studies
indicate that the social and demographic relationships for post
partum sterilization presented here may differ from relation-
ships for interval and male sterilizations (Bumpass and Pres-
ser, 1972). Second, it should be emphasized that these data
include all operations performed post partum to prevent future
pregnancies (tubal ligation, hysterectomy, and others). Based
on data from hospitals included in the 1980 NNS, 94 percent
of post partum sterilizations of married mothers were done by
tubal ligation (as opposed to other types of female steriliza-
tion), and 94 percent were done solely for contraceptive rea-
sons, The findings discussed in this report are, therefore, most
representative of post partum tubal ligations performed for
contraceptive reasons. Third, the post partum sterilization
rates presented in this report are for incidence, not prevalence;
that is, they refer only to post partum sterilizations among
mothers who had a live birth in 1972 or 1980. Fourth, the pat-
terns described for post partum sterilization among married
mothers who delivered in a hospital may differ from patterns
for unmarried mothers and for nonhospital births in 1972 and
1980. The proportion of live births to unmarried mothers
changed from 12.4 percent in 1972 to 18.4 percent in 1980,
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while the proportion of hospital live births changed from 99.2
percent in 1972 to 99.0 percent in 1980.

Incidence of post partum sterilization

The estimated number of married mothers in the United
States who were sterilized following a hospital delivery of a
live birth increased from 220,000 in 1972 to 330,000 in 1980.
The percent of married mothers sterilized post partum in-
creased from 7.8 percent in 1972 to 11.3 percent in 1980
(figure 1), a relative increase of 45 percent. The increase in the
percent of married mothers sterilized post partum was greater
for black than for white mothers. The percent of married black
mothers who were sterilized nearly doubled from 9.8 percent in
1972 to 19.2 percent in 1980, a relative increase of 96 percent.
Among married white mothers, the percent sterilized increased
from 7.7 to 10.5 percent over the same period, a relative in~
crease of 36 percent. In 1972 the difference in the percent
sterilized between white and black married mothers was not
statistically significant, In 1980, however, the difference was
statistically significant.

Between 1972 and 1980, the percent of married mothers
sterilized post partum increased in each of the four regions of
the United States (figure 2). In 1972 there were no significant
differences among the regions. In 1980, however, the South
had the highest percent of married mothers sterilized post par-
tum. The South also had the greatest percent increase in post
partum sterilization between 1972 and 1980. During this
period the percent of married mothers sterilized post partum
increased by 26—-36 percent in the other regions compared with
69 percent in the South.

In 1980 the percent of married white mothers sterilized in
the South was also higher than the percent in the other regions
(table 1). Between 1972 and 1980, the percent of married
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Figure 2. Percent of married mothers sterilized following hospital
delivery by region of residence; United States, 1972 and 1980
National Natality Surveys

white mothers sterilized in the South increased by 59 percent.
The percent of married black mothers sterilized in the South
more than doubled, from 9.2 percent in 1972 to 19.6 percent in
1980.

Because most post partum sterilizations are performed for
contraception, differences in percents of mothers sterilized ac-
cording to the mother’s age would be expected. In 1972 the
percent of mothers sterilized increased for each successive age
group (figure 3). In 1980 the positive association between age

Percent

25-29 30~-34 36 years
years years years years and over
Age

Figure 1. Percent of married mothers sterilized following hospital
delivery by race of mother: United States, 1972 and 1980 National
Natality Surveys

Figure 3. Percent of married mothers sterilized following hospital
delivery by age: United States, 1372 and 1980 National Natality
Surveys
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and the percent of mothers sterilized was again evident: Among
mothers 20 years and over, the percent sterilized increased for
each successive age group. Between 1972 and 1980, the per-
cent sterilized increased among married mothers in the age
groups from 20 to 34 years of age. In 1980 there were not
enough married teenagers sterilized to obtain a reliable esti-
mate, and the apparent increase among mothers 35 years and
over was not statistically significant.

The same patterns are evident among married white moth-
ers (table 1). The percent sterilized tended to increase with age
and over time within age groups, but not all of the differences
were statistically significant. Although the percents for married
black mothers are based on relatively few cases, the same pat-
terns are evident.

The number of prior live births also influences decisions
about sterilization. In 1972 the percent of mothers sterilized
increased with each additional birth, from 1.9 percent for
mothers having their first child to 19.3 percent for mothers
having at least a fourth child (figure 4). A similar pattern was
found in 1980, when the percent of mothers sterilized in-
creased with each additional birth, from 1.0 percent for
mothers having their first child to 26.1 percent for mothers
having their third child. In 1980 there was no statistically sig-
nificant difference in the percent sterilized post partum be-
tween mothers with three children and those with four or
more children.

Between 1972 and 1980, the percent of married mothers
sterilized after their first live birth declined from 1.9 to 1.0 per-
cent. At each of the other birth orders, the percent of mothers

sterilized increased between 1972 and 1980. Among mothers
having their second live birth, the percent sterilized increased
by 123 percent, substantially more than the increase for the
other live-birth orders. This may be evidence of an increasing
desire for a two-child family. These differentials and trends are
generally evident for both white and black women.

The percents of married mothers sterilized post partum by
live-birth order and age are shown in table 2. The percents for
mothers having their first live birth are unreliable because post
partum sterilization is relatively rare among mothers under 30
years of age and because first births are relatively rare among
mothers 30 years and over. Among mothers having a second
live birth, the percent of post partum sterilizations more than
doubled between 1972 and 1980 for mothers in the 20-24 and
25-29 year age groups. Among mothers having a third or
higher order live birth, increases in the percents sterilized were
evident for mothers 20 years and over, but these increases were
not as great as for those mothers having a second live birth.

There was also an association between the wantedness
status of a pregnancy and the percent of mothers sterilized
(figure 5). In 1980, 9-10 percent of mothers who wanted the
pregnancy “earlier” or “then” and 12 percent of mothers who
wanted the pregnancy “later” were sterilized. The percent of
mothers sterilized following an unwanted pregnancy (31 per-
cent) was about three times that for mothers whose pregnancy
was wanted. The same pattern was evident in 1972.

In table 3 the percent of mothers sterilized is shown by
wantedness status and age. In 1972 differences by wantedness

Ed 1980
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30r 28.2
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tstchild' 2d child

3d child  4th child

and over

Live-birth order

1980
35 - NN 1972

30.8
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earlier then later wanted

Wantedness status of pregnancy

Figure 4. Percent of married mothers sterilized following hospital
delivery by live-birth order: United States, 1972 and 1980 National
Natality Surveys

Figure 5. Percent of married mothers sterilized following hospital
delivery by wantedness status of pregnancy: United States, 1972
and 1980 National Natality Surveys
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status were greatest for mothers 2529 years of age. Between
1972 and 1980, among mothers 25-29 years of age, the per-
cent sterilized increased by 78 percent for mothers whose preg-
nancies were “wanted then’” and by 97 percent for those whose
pregnancies were not wanted. In 1980 among mothers 25-29
years of age, the range in the percent sterilized by wantedness
status was greater than it had been in 1972, and it was also
greater than the range for the other age groups.

The percent of mothers sterilized in 1980 is shown by edu-
cational attainment and region of residence in table 4. Al-
though an inverse association between the percent of mothers
sterilized and years of school completed is apparent, not all of
the differences are statistically significant. The difference be-
tween percents sterilized for mothers with fewer than 8 years of

school (19.4) and 9-11 years of school (12.5) is not signifi-
cant, nor is the difference between percents for mothers with
9-11 years of school and 12 years of school (12.1).

When the regions are compared, the most obvious dif-
ference is the higher proportion of mothers with 12 years of
school or more who were sterilized in the South. In the other
regions, 10—11 percent of mothers with 12 years of school and
7-8 percent of the mothers with 13 years of school or more
were sterilized. In the South, however, 15.6 percent of mothers
with 12 years of school and 12.2 percent of mothers with 13
years of school or more were sterilized. The higher percent of
mothers sterilized in the South is, therefore, due in part to the
higher proportion of mothers with 12 years of school or more
who chose post partum sterilization.
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Symbols

- - - Data not available

Category not applicable

- Quantity zero

0.0 Quantity more than zero but less than

0.05

Z Quantity more than zero but less than
500 where numbers are rounded to

thousands

* Figure does not meet standards of relia-

bility or precision
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Table 1. Estimated number of live hospital births to married mothers and percent of mothers sterilized following delivery, by race of mother and
selected characteristics: United States, 1972 and 1980 National Natality Surveys

All races’ White Black
Number of Number of Number of
births in Percent births in Percent births in Percent
thousands sterilized thousands sterilized thousands sterilized

Characteristic 1980 1972 1880 1972 7980 1872 7980 1972 1980 1872 71980 71972

Total ..o e 2,921 2,818 11.3 7.8 2,585 2,490 10.5 7.7 243 278 19.2 9.8
Region of residence

Northeast....................... 526 603 9.8 7.3 474 548 9.6 7.4 40 50 *12.9 *7.0
Midwest. . ........covivuennnn.. 819 775 9.6 7.6 762 710 8.8 6.9 43 59 *23.8 *15.6
South ... i i 958 940 14.4 8.5 799 780 135 8.5 140 148 19.6 9.2
West. ...t e e 618 500 10.2 7.5 550 453 9.2 7.9 20 20 *19.0 *a.7

Age of mother
Under20vyears .................. 287 415 *1.6 2.7 262 353 *1.6 *2.5 22 57 *2.1 *3.8
20-24 years. . .....cocneniiananenn 984 1,031 6.7 4.7 874 915 6.0 4.4 85 100 12.6 *8.3
25-29Years. .. .....curenariiann 1.001 850 12.5 8.2 889 768 11.7 8.2 82 65 20.3 *106
30-34years.........oiieiitinnn 506 356 18.9 15.2 437 311 17.8 15.1 40 37 31.6 *16.9
35yearsandover ................ 144 166 28.1 224 123 143 26.2 2341 14 19 *44.1 *20.0

Live-birth order
Istchild................ ... ..., 1,179 1,072 1.0 1.9 1,077 965 *0.9 1.8 67 84 *1.6 *2.5
2dchild . ... oo 989 869 11.8 5.3 882 781 11.3 5.2 76 77 16.7 *6.8
3dchild........... ... il 470 428 26.1 15.8 395 379 25.3 16.4 57 41 315 *135
4th childandover................ 284 450 28.2 19.3 231 365 26.5 19.5 44 76 *34.9 1941

Wantedness status

Wanted earlier................... 744 579 8.8 6.3 672 526 8.3 6.5 50 45 *14.7 *5.6
Wantedthen .................... 1,168 1,241 9.6 6.2 1,028 1,108 8.9 6.2 93 111 17.14 *7.6
Wanted later . ................... 836 766 11.7 8.0 731 655 10.8 7.5 80 95 18.6 11.5
Notwanted ................c..... 183 233 30.8 19.6 165 201 28.2 19.9 20 28 *42.5 *20.0

Yincludes races other than white and black.

NOTE: Figures may not add to totals because of rounding.
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Table 2. Estimated number of live hospital births to married mothers and percent of mothers sterilized following delivery, by live-birth order and
age of mother: United States, 1972 and 1980 National Natality Surveys

Number of births

in thousands Percent sterilized

Live-birth order and age 7980 7972 1980 1972

I A TV 11 2 £ T 1,179 1,072 1.0 1.9
UNAEE 20 YBAIS + o e v v e et oe st e teaanat e ee et e 219 323 - *2.2
b0 Ry L R Y. 1 - R EEEE R 493 479 *0.5 *1.3
L Y - S 346 215 *1.4 *0.7
BO YBAIS BN OVEI ¢ o vttt tttr e eee s saeiaae ittt aa et 121 56 *3.1 *8.9
s TRV =30 =YL 2 289 869 11.8 5.3
UNAEE 20 YBAIS « v v vt e e eetaeaanessesannees et eteeeannnussssssssseianansseetssosns 60 82 *6.6 *3.7
B Y T 349 384 10.4 5.1
T L Y ¥ - e 380 308 11.1 4.6
B0 YEArS NA OVET 4« et v v e ettt st ennntetaerssataasennsssanneesnessesnaseeancesns 199 96 17.3 *9.8
Bdlive Dirth and OVer « v v vttt it ettt iicn et tasanonseenaseasiotosansoresoassnsrsetsses 753 878 26.9 17.6
UROEr 20 YOAIS + « v o v v v ee e s aeassnaaeeneeaaasasaeeteeaannntinasassssecaannsiseeens *8 11 *8.6 *8.2
20724 YBAIS + vttt v sttt ae et et e ae e 141 168 19.0 13.3
PR s T - B KR R R 276 328 28.1 16.5
B0 Years and OVEr . . o uotitiuieieiaraeresarananesnoanersssooasaesasrossonnsnsonsns 329 371 29.7 20.8

NOTE: Figures may not add to totals because of rounding.
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Table 3. Estimated number of live hospital births to married mothers and percent of mothers sterilized following delivery, by age of mother and
wantedness status of pregnancy: United States, 1972 and 1980 National Natality Surveys

Number of births
in thousands Percent sterilized
Age and wantedness status 1980 1972 1980 1972
Under20years. ... ..ottt e e e e e i e 287 415 *1.6 2.7
Wanted earlier ... ... 60 70 - *3.7
Wanted then. . ... e 29 185 *2.0 *2.8
Wanted Jater. . ... e 115 140 *2.0 *2.1
Notwanted. . ... 14 20 *3.1 *2.6
2024 YRAIS . . it e e e 984 1,031 6.7 4.7
Wanted earlier .. ... i e 21§ 202 5.2 *3.6
Wanted then. .. ... e e 414 480 6.3 4.5
Wanted later. ... ... 323 305 7.8 5.2
Notwanted. . ... e 31 44 *10.9 *8.0
b R £ 1,001 850 125 8.2
Wanted earlier ... ... e e 283 194 8.6 6.5
Wanted then. . ... e e e 418 397 11.2 6.3
Wanted later.............. S T 256 197 14.8 10.4
Notwanted. . ... o 44 63 35.8 18.2
B0 YEarS AN0 OVEI. . . ottt ettt e e 649 522 21.0 17.5
Wanted earlier . ... ... o e e e 186 113 16.2 12.6
Wanted then. . . ... e e e e e e, 227 179 16.3 14.2
WWanted ater. . o e e e e 143 124 22.7 17.5
Not wanted. . . ... e e e e 93 106 39.1 28.4

NOTE: Figures may not add to totals because of rounding.
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Table 4. Estimated number of live hospital births to married mothers and percent of mothers sterilized following delivery, by region of residence
and educational attainment: United States, 1980 National Natality Survey

Number of
births in Percent
Region and years of school completed thousands sterilized
Nt SlBLES .+ oo v v ve e s et venseetanenassseaneesstoesuenasnsotasenssssasosaasnssasossasnnasssan 2,921 11.3
[ Y- T R R 114 19.4
L T B 1 - T L EEEE R R PRR 410 12.5
2R 11 R R R R TR PR 1,338 121
T8 Y@AIS OF IIOTE. « « v v v e st s s et anmvsonannnnsnsssesasnnssnassessessctasnsnsssssassssssntsaaeasssss 1,059 9.0
NIOPEHEASE. v v v e ee v e eases e e e nenoneaeeasesensesnoansaessceseasesasasaenssossanansnsesoansassens 526 9.8
L X e e 17 *6.5
Lo T I 1 S i, 53 *15.2
LI 2R 1 £ TS R L R R LR PR 248 10.6
T3 YOAIS OF MOFE. . o« e it aa st iaeenassnanassoesuuasaennseraerasssosaasanssssossenessnssnsansssnss 208 7.7
VWS, « o o v v e v ee e e e e am s e eseeaosnsasenaeannsnsensesssssennessssosstonnasasnssaanannsssssasasssas 819 9.6
L L R PR T 20 *22.7
T T E T EEE TR R TP 108 11.3
B 1 T L LR R R 416 10.1
T3 YBATS OF INMOTB. .+ o s v s v e s v eneseannnssesaassanssaanansssassssansssssassenasseenasassauoascannes 275 7.2
L7 13T IS R 958 14.4
Lo Y- T T 49 *22.8
Lo I BT A R R R 168 13.3
T2 Y BAIS. ottt e vesesnes st st nnennssaannnnnaaeaasarasesecestsiititaot ettt st aiaaaena sttty 423 15.6
T3 Y@AIS OF ITIOTE. o s e sttt taeene e aaansrsssaansenoeoareessssossnnsossseatnossaoaanannsssssesanns 318 12.2
VST - o v vt e e et et e nassensaaonsnnesnaaaesoeenenaassssineasnssesuaneensasssasaanseoasaasnssncnsnnes 618 10.2
0T S T R R 28 *18.9
LT T S R R R R 80 *10.6
LR R LR PP PR 252 11.2
T8 YBANS OF TIOFC. + + v v« s e v v e s e s etsusennannsnenssosanoseaasssssoasssansssoosssonsnessnaasneasssss 258 8.1
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Technical notes

Sources of data

Data presented in this report are based on the 1972 and
1980 National Natality Surveys (NNS’s) conducted by the
National Center for Health Statistics. More detailed descrip-
tions of methods and procedures employed in these surveys
can be found in other publications (NCHS, 1977a, 1977b,
1986). These notes briefly describe survey procedures relevant
to this report.

The 1980 NNS was based on a probability sample of reg-
istered live births in the United States for 1980. The 1980
sample consisted of 9,941 live births, of which 7,825 were
births to married mothers. This report is limited to married
mothers because births to unmarried mothers were excluded
from the 1972 NNS.

The 1972 NNS was based on a probability sample of 1 in
500 certificates of live birth filed in the United States in 1972.
This resulted in a total sample of 6,505 live births, of which
5,689 were births to married mothers.

In both surveys, additional information was sought from
sources named on birth certificates. Questionnaires were mailed
to married mothers requesting information on their health prac-
tices, prenatal care, previous pregnancies, and social and demo-
graphic characteristics. Questionnaires were also mailed to the
hospitals and to the attendants at delivery named on vital rec-
ords. A questionnaire was sent to hospitals for all deliveries
occurring in or en route to a hospital. A questionnaire was also
mailed to the attendant at delivery (physician, nurse-midwife,

NOTE: A list of references follows the text.

and so forth) when the attendant’s address differed from the
address of the hospital.

Nonhospital births (60 in 1980 and 42 in 1972) are not
included in this report because the hospital questionnaire was
the source of information on post partum sterilizations. The
NNS data have been weighted so that the estimates in this
report are representative of all married mothers of live hospital
births (2,921,000 in 1980 and 2,818,000 in 1972).

Sampling error

Because NNS estimates are based on samples, they may
differ from the figures that would have been obtained had all
live births been surveyed. The use of probability sampling tech-
niques makes it possible to approximate sampling errors for
these estimates. The standard error is a measure of the varia-
bility that occurs by chance because a sample, rather than the
population, is surveyed. While the standard errors calculated
for this report reflect some of the random variation inherent in
the measurement process, they do not measure any systematic
error or bias that may be present in the data. For purposes of
this report, standard errors for the 1980 NNS were estimated
using a balanced-repeated-replication procedure, which pro-
duces highly reliable, unbiased estimates of sampling errors.
Its application to the NNS is described elsewhere (NCHS,
1986). Approximate standard errors for the estimated percents
of mothers sterilized can be derived by interpolation from table
I for 1980 and table II for 1972. In this report, a percent esti-
mate is considered unreliable if the unweighted numerator is
based on fewer than 30 sample cases in 1980, or fewer than 20

Table |. Approximate standard errors for estirmated percents axpressed in percentage points by race of mother: 1980 National Natality Survey

Estimated percent
Base of percent and race of mother 2o0r98 5o0r 95 70 or 90 20 or 80 30 or 70 40 or 60 50
All races and white
10,000, ... i e 2.7 5.8 7.8 8.9 9.5 9.7
30,000. ... . i e e e e 1.6 3.4 4.5 5.1 6.5 5.6
BO000 . ... e e 1.2 2.6 3.5 4.0 4.3 4.3
70,000, .. e e e 1.0 2.2 2.9 3.4 3.6 3.7
100,000, .. i e e e 0. 1.8 25 2.8 3.0 3.1
200,000, .. et e 0.6 1.3 1.7 2.0 2.1 2.2
500,000, . .. i i e e e e 0.4 0.8 1.1 1.3 1.3 1.4
700,000. . ...t e e e 0.3 0.7 0.9 1.1 1.1 1.2
1,000,000 ... ...t iiiii i e 0.3 0.6 0.8 0.9 1.0 1.0
2,000,000 ...ttt i e 0.2 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.7
3000,000 ...ttt e, 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.5 0.6
Black

10,000 . . . i e s 2.8 5.9 7.9 9.1 9.7 9.9
30,000. . ... e 1.6 3.4 4.6 5.2 5.6 5.7
BO000 . .. e e e e 1.2 2.6 3.5 4.0 4.3 4.4
70,000, ... e e e 1.0 2.2 3.0 3.4 3.7 3.7
100,000, ... it it en e 0.9 1.9 25 2.9 3.1 3.1
200,000, ... e e e e 0.6 1.3 1.8 2.0 2,2 2.2
800,000, ... .. ittt e e 0.5 1.1 1.4 1.7 1.8 1.8




Table 11. Approximate standard errors for estimated percents axpressed in percentage points: 1972 National Natality Survey
Estimated percent

Base of percent 2o0r98 5 or 95 10 or 80 20 or 80 30 or 70 40 or 60 50
10000, .ottt i e i i, 2.2 3.5 4.8 6.4 7.3 7.8 8.0
o X o o o 1.3 2.0 2.8 3.7 4.2 4,5 4.6
BO000 . .. ettt i e e 1.0 1.6 2.1 29 3.3 3.5 3.6
70,000, . it it i e e 0.8 1.3 1.8 24 2.8 3.0 3.0
100,000, .. 0 iiieiiiiiin i iieinenrnncnes 0.7 1.1 1.5 2.0 2.3 2.5 2.5
200,000, ... 0 ittt e 0.5 0.8 1.1 1.4 1.6 1.8 1.8
5O0,000......00iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiriannan 0.3 0. 0.7 0.9 1.0 1.1 1.1
700,000. ... .. ittt i, 0.3 0.4 0.6 0.8 0.9 0.9 1.0
1,000,000 ... .ciiiiiiininiiiiinn e 0.2 0.3 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.8
2,000000 .....c0iiiiiiiiii e 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.6
2,800,000 . ... it i i 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.5 0.5

sample cases in 1972, or if its relative standard error is 25 per-
cent or greater.

In this report, a difference between two statistics is con-
sidered statistically significant if it could occur by chance no
more than 5 percent of the time. The determination of statisti-
cal significance is based on a two-tailed test with 20 degrees
of freedom. Terms in the text relating to differences such as
“higher” or “less” indicate that the differences are statistically
significant. Terms such as “similar” or “no difference” mean
that no statistically significant difference exists between the
estimates being compared. No inference about statistical sig-
nificance should be made about any differences not discussed
in the text; they may or may not be significant.

Definitions of terms

Sterilization—The fact of sterilization is determined from
the hospital questionnaire using a single question: “Was any
operation performed which will prevent future pregnancies?”
In 1980 only, there were also questions about what type of
operation was performed and why (NCHS, 1986).

NOTE: A list of references follows the text.

Race of mother—Race is derived from the birth certifi-
cate. The category “white” includes births to mothers reported
as white, Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, or other Hispanic
origin.

Region—Region of residence is derived from the birth cer-
tificate. Standard classifications of the U.S. Bureau of the Cen-
sus were used to assign States to the Northeast, Midwest
(formerly North Central), West, or South regions.

Wantedness status—W antedness status is derived from
the mother’s questionnaire with the question: “Thinking back,
just before you became pregnant with your new baby, did you
want to become pregnant at that time?”” Responses were as
follows: (1) ‘I wanted this pregnancy at an earlier time, as well
as at that time”’; (2) “I wanted to become pregnant at that
time”’; (3) “I did not want to become pregnant at that time, but
I wanted another child sometime in the future”; or (4) I did
not want to become pregnant at that time, or at any time in
the future.”

Age of mother—Age is derived from the birth certificate
and refers to the mother’s age at last birthday.

Live-birth order—Live-birth order is derived from the
birth certificate and refers to the total number of children ever
born alive to the mother, including the sample live birth.

Education—Education of mother is derived from the
mother’s questionnaire and refers to the highest grade of school
completed. Trade or business school education is not included.
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Births of Hispanic Parentage, 1985

by Stephanie J. Ventura, A.M., Division of Vital Statistics

Introduction

In 1985, 23 States and the District of Columbia reported
information on births of Hispanic parentage (table 1). Because
the vast majority of the Hispanic population in this country (an
estimated 92 percent) resides in these States (the Hispanic
reporting area), the birth statistics in this report are believed to
be representative of fertility for the Hispanic population in the
United States (U.S. Bureau of the Census, in press).

Previous publications have described the demographic and
health characteristics of Hispanic births occurring in 1978-84
(NCHS, 1981, 1982, 1983, 1984b, 1985, 1987). Additionally,
birth and fertility rates by Hispanic origin for each State were
computed for 1980, using population information available
only from the decennial census (NCHS, 1983, 1984a).

The number of babies born to Hispanic mothers in the
reporting area totaled 372,814 in 1985 (table 1), a 7-percent
increase over the number reported in the same States for 1984
(346,986) and an 11-percent increase over 1983.

Hispanic-origin mothers accounted for 17 percent of the
infants born in the reporting area in 1985, a slight rise over
1983 and 1984 (16 percent). Nearly two-thirds of the Hispanic
mothers were Mexican; Puerto Rican, Central and South Amer-
ican, and other Hispanic women each accounted for about 10
percent of Hispanic-origin births; and 3 percent of the Hispanic
mothers were Cuban.

The reporting of Hispanic origin of the parents on the birth
certificate has improved considerably since 1978, when this
information was first tabulated. In 1985 origin of the mother
was not available for only 3.6 percent of the births compared
with 12.1 percent in 1978. Origin of the father was also better
reported in 1985 than in earlier years, but it is still omitted
from a substantial number of records, 14.3 percent in 1985
(table 2) compared with 20.2 percent in 1978. For this reason
and also because most of the tabulations in this report relate to
characteristics of the mother (for example, fertility rates, educa-

tional attainment, marital status), births are classified only by
origin of the mother in tables 1 and 3-7 and in the text.

Race of child

The vast majority of births to Hispanic mothers are white,
95.4 percent in 1985. However, there are substantial variations
in the racial composition of births of the various Hispanic
groups, as shown in table 3.

Birth and fertility rates

Birth and fertility rates for the Hispanic population in-
creased in 1985 compared with 1983 and 1984. The rates con-
tinued to be higher than for the non-Hispanic population, 50
percent on the average. (See table 4 for 1985 rates.) The
increase between 1984 and 1985 was primarily associated
with the 3-4 percent rise in rates for Mexicans. The birth rate
for the Hispanic population was 23.3 live births per 1,000 pop-
ulation in 1985, 3 percent higher than in 1984 (22.7); for the
non-Hispanic population the birth rate was 15.4 in 1985, 1
percent above the rate for 1984 (15.2). The fertility rate for
Hispanic women was 94.0 live births per 1,000 women aged
15-44 years, 3 percent higher than in 1984 (91.5) and 46 per-
cent higher than the rate for non-Hispanic women (64.6).

The birth rate for the Mexican population rose 4 percent,
from 22.9 in 1984 to 23.8 in 1985. The rate for Puerto Ricans
was 18.2, for Cubans it was 10.5, and for “other Hispanics™ it
was 29.8. Because of sampling variability associated with the
populations used to compute these rates, the year-to-year changes
in the rates are not statistically significant.

Variations in fertility rates were comparable to those for
birth rates. The fertility rate for Mexican women increased 3
percent, from 95.8 to 98.5. The rate for Puerto Rican women
was 66.5 in 1985, the rate for Cuban women was 51.2, and the
rate for “other Hispanic” women was 109.0.

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
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The birth and fertility rates presented in this report were
computed for the total of 11 States for which the necessary
population data by Hispanic origin were available from the
U.S. Bureau of the Census. The 11 States were Arizona,
California, Colorado, Florida, Illinois, Indiana, New Jersey,
New Mexico, New York, Ohio, and Texas. The population

data needed to compute these rates for the non-Hispanic pop-
" ulation by race were not available. In 1985, 98 percent of the
births in the Hispanic reporting area were to residents of these
11 States.

Age of mother and live-birth order

Teenage childbearing is relatively common among His-
panic women, particularly Mexican and Puerto Rican women.
In 1985, 17 percent of births to Mexican mothers and 21 per-
cent of births to Puerto Rican mothers were to women under 20
years of age, similar to the level of teenage births for black non-
Hispanic women (23 percent) but substantially higher than for
Cuban (7 percent) and white non-Hispanic women (10 per-
cent) (table 5).

Nearly 1 in every 5 births to Mexican mothers was a
fourth or higher order birth (18.4 percent) in 1985, the highest
proportion observed among any Hispanic or non-Hispanic
group (table 6). The proportion of fourth and higher order
births varied widely among other groups, from 5.5 and 7.5 per-
cent for births to Cuban and- white non-Hispanic women to
11.0-14.1 percent for births to other specific Hispanic and
black non-Hispanic women.

Births to unmarried mothers

Unmarried mothers accounted for 3 in 10 births to His-
panic women in 1985 (table 6), but the proportions for individ-
ual origin groups differed considerably, ranging from 16 per-
cent of Cuban-origin births to 51 percent of Puerto Rican-origin
births. The comparable proportions for non-Hispanic births
were 12 percent for white and 61 percent for black births.
These proportions have risen steadily for both Hispanic and
non-Hispanic women in recent years.

As would be expected, nonmarital childbearing is much
more frequent among teenage mothers than among mothers
aged 20 years and older, regardless of origin group (table 7).
Among Hispanic teenagers, the proportions of nonmarital births
ranged from 37 percent for Cuban to 74 percent for Puerto
Rican women; among non-Hispanic teens, 43 percent of white
births and 90 percent of black births were to unmarried women.

The proportions of nonmarital births were considerably
lower for all origin groups for ages 20 years and older. They
ranged from 15 to 45 percent among Hispanic women com-
pared with 9 percent for white non-Hispanic and 52 percent for
black non-Hispanic women.

Educational attainment of mother

The available data indicate that the educational attain-
ment of Hispanic mothers has risen considerably in recent

years, although it is still substantially below that of non-
Hispanic mothers (table 6). Because educational attainment is
not reported on the birth certificates in California and Texas,
data are available for only 35 percent of all Hispanic births and
only 15 percent of Mexican births in 1985, Overall, 56 percent
of Hispanic-origin mothers giving birth in 1985 had completed
high school compared with 84 percent of white non-Hispanic
mothers and 67 percent of black non-Hispanic mothers. The
proportions for specific Hispanic groups ranged from 41 per-
cent for Mexican mothers to 79 percent for Cuban mothers.
The largest gain in educational attainment was measured for
Puerto Rican mothers, among whom 53 percent of those giving
birth in 1985 had completed high school compared with 45
percent in 1980.

Country of birth

Among Hispanic women giving birth in 1985, 45 percent
were born in the United States and 55 percent in Puerto Rico
or countries outside the United States (table 6). There continue
to be wide variations in the proportions of U.S.-born mothers
among the various origin groups, from 47 and 51 percent for
Mexican and Puerto Rican women to 3 percent for Central and
South American women. These proportions are somewhat
higher for teenage mothers than for older mothers (table 7).

On the average, U.S.-born Hispanic mothers are about
twice as likely to be teenaged as are foreign- or Puerto Rican-
born Hispanic mothers (data are not shown in this report).
U.S.-born Hispanic women are somewhat more likely to have
completed high school than their foreign- or Puerto Rican-born
counterparts, a pattern that has been observed for several years
(NCHS, 1987; Ventura and Taffel, 1985).

Prenatal care

Data on prenatal care and selected measures of the health
of newborn infants show that although Hispanic mothers (ex-
cept Cubans) begin prenatal care later than white non-Hispanic
mothers, the levels of low birth weight and low Apgar scores
are comparable (table 6). Overall, 61 percent of Hispanic
mothers and black non-Hispanic mothers began prenatal care
in the first trimester of pregnancy in 1985 compared with 82
percent of white non-Hispanic mothers. The proportions for
specific origin groups ranged from 58 percent for Puerto Rican
women to 83 percent for Cuban women. Of all Hispanic mothers,
12 percent received delayed prenatal care (beginning in the
third trimester of pregnancy) or no care (a range of 4 to 16 per-
cent). Regardless of origin, teenage mothers are less likely to
begin prenatal care early and more likely to receive delayed or
no care than are older mothers (table 7). Levels of delayed or
no care were highest for Puerto Rican teenage mothers (21 per-
cent) and were substantial for other Hispanic-origin groups
(except Cubans) as well (16-19 percent).
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Birth weight, Apgar scores, and
preterm birth

In spite of their relatively less favorable status with respect
to receipt of prenatal care, births to Hispanic women have
levels of low birth weight and low Apgar scores that are com-
parable to those of babies born to white non-Hispanic mothers,
as indicated above. In 1985, 6.2 percent of Hispanic babies
" weighed less than 2,500 grams at birth (5 pounds 8 ounces)
compared with 5.6 percent of white non-Hispanic infants and
12.4 percent of black non-Hispanic infants (table 6). The pro-
portions for specific Hispanic groups ranged from 5.7 percent
for Central and South American babies to 8.7 percent for
Puerto Rican babies. The proportions of infants with 1-minute
Apgar scores less than 7 averaged 8.3 percent for Hispanic
babies compared with 8.9 percent of white non-Hispanic and
11.9 percent of black non-Hispanic infants. Low S-minute
Apgar scores were reported for 1.6 percent of Hispanic babies
compared with 1.5 percent of white non-Hispanic and 3.1 per-
cent of black non-Hispanic babies.

Preterm birth (less than 37 weeks of gestation) was reported
for 11 percent of all Hispanic infants compared with 8 percent
of white non-Hispanic and 17 percent of black non-Hispanic
infants. The proportions of preterm births among Hispanic
babies ranged from 9 percent (Cuban) to 13 percent (Puerto
Rican).

In an effort to clarify the relationships between Hispanic
origin and levels of low birth weight, the birth weight data were
further classified by the age of the mother (table 7) and by the
month of pregnancy in which prenatal care began and the
educational attainment of the mother (data are not shown in
this report). Levels of low birth weight were lower for infants
whose mothers were aged 20 years and older, who began pre-
natal care early, and who were high school graduates. But even
for babies born to teenagers, to women with delayed or no pre-
natal care, or to women who did not complete high school, the
proportions of low-weight infants were still relatively favorable
for Hispanic-origin, especially Mexican, babies. It is difficult
to account for this pattern, one that has been observed for
several years. One factor may be the much lower incidence of
smoking among Hispanic than among non-Hispanic women,
Unpublished data from the 1980 National Natality Survey
conducted by the National Center for Health Statistics (INCHS)
show that only 10 percent of Mexican women, compared with
27 percent of white non-Hispanic women, smoked during preg-
nancy. Information from the 1985 National Health Interview
Survey, also conducted by NCHS, confirms a significantly
lower rate of smoking among Hispanic women (NCHS, in
press).
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Symbols

- - - Data not available

Category not applicable

. Quantity zero

0.0 Quantity more than zero but less than

0.05

Z Quantity more than zero but less than
500 where numbers are rounded to

thousands

Figure does not meet standard of

reliability or precision
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Table 1. Live births by Hispanic origin of mother and by race of child for mothers of non-Hispanic origin: Total of 23 reporting States and the

District of Columbia and each State, 1985

Origin of mother

Hispanic Non-Hispanic
Central Other and
All Puerto and South  unknown Not
State origins Total Mexican Rican Cuban  American Hispanic Total White Black stated

All reporting

States....... 2,298,287 372,814 242,976 35,147 10,024 40,985 43,682 1,841,641 1,384,671 350,108 83,832
Arizona....... 59,348 13,423 12,641 89 17 87 589 45,469 36,578 2,400 456
Arkansas ..... 35,221 174 121 7 5 5 36 34,608 26,091 8,189 439
California. .. .. 470,851 149,184 117,764 1,638 856 16,760 12,166 317,553 223,782 43,810 4,214
Colorado .. ... 55,123 7,486 2,654 72 12 80 4,668 44,965 40,654 2,628 2,672
District of

Columbia . ... 9,870 500 186 8 - 261 45 7.975 1,124 6,760 1,395
Florida....... 163,816 17,080 2,269 1,883 6,646 2,466 3,826 144,505 103,993 38,541 2,221
Georgia ...... 96,340 837 277 160 68 146 186 93,872 60,109 32,647 1.631
Hawaii ....... 18,307 1,690 247 534 18 48 843 16,592 4,211 846 25
Ilnois ....... 180,737 16,779 9,832 2,498 250 942 3,257 159,615 118,431 37,906 4,343
Indiana....... 80,946 1,288 893 152 20 55 168 76,295 67,276 8,368 3,363
Kansas....... 39,679 1,297 986 71 14 46 180 34,791 30,700 3.008 3,691
Maine........ 16,903 116 22 7 38 10 39 15,828 15,657 65 959
Mississippi. . . . 43,449 134 39 11 6 20 58 42,736 22,337 19,842 579
Nebraska ..... 25,551 563 497 9 3 11 43 23,808 21,995 1,334 1.180
Nevada....... 15,325 1,345 808 20 21 57 439 11,756 9,881 794 2,224
New Jersey ... 105,566 11,836 267 6,294 1,058 2,928 1,289 83,405 61,607 18,947 10,325
New Mexico. .. 27,757 11,279 1,983 40 13 28 9,215 16,458 11,770 623 20
New York..... 259,465 38,677 1,060 20,268 677 13,429 3,143 203,198 147,251 47,874 17,690
North Dakota 11,721 86 47 6 - 7 26 11,111 10,031 137 524
Ohio......... 160,474 1,956 794 622 45 111 384 151,236 127,157 22,389 7,282
Tennessee . 66,757 248 71 19 9 26 123 © 50,322 38,057 11,816 16,187
Texas ........ 308,164 94,888 88,335 686 232 3,418 2,217 211,985 164,832 40,734 1,291
Utah......... 37,451 1,515 883 43 14 36 539 35,500 33,666 266 436
Wyoming..... 9,366 523 300 10 2 8 203 8,058 7,581 84 785

Includes races other than white and black.
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Table 2. Live births by Hispanic origin of mother and father: Total of 23 reporting States and the District of Columbia, 1985

Origin of mother

Hispanic
Central Other and
All Puerto and South unknown Non- Not

Origin of father origins Total Mexican Rican Cuban American Hispanic Hispanic stated

Altorigins ...........cocvuiin.. 2,298,287 372,814 242,976 35,147 10,024 40,985 43,682 1,841,641 83,832
Hispanic................. . o 342,186 289,146 199,079 24,394 7,383 32,170 26,120 52,046 994
Mexican .......... ..., 229,727 200,644 192,257 968 260 3,765 3,394 28,679 404
Puerto Rican.................. 30,681 24,279 1,272 20,640 314 1,365 688 6,035 267
Cuban............cooivin.. 10,888 8,383 510 583 6,056 836 398 2,466 39
Central and South American. . ... 35,722 31,849 3,290 1,741 523 25,865 430 3,776 97
Other and unknown Hispanic . ... 35,268 23,991 1,750 462 230 339 21,210 11,090 187
Non-Hispanic................... 1,627,015 46,323 22,903 4,331 1,749 4,485 12,855 1,575,425 5,267
Notstated...................... 329,086 37,345 20,994 6,422 892 4,330 4,707 214170 77,571
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Table

3. Number of live births and percent distribution by race of child, according to Hispanic origin of mother: Total of 23 reporting States and
the District of Columbia, 1985

Origin of mother

Hispanic
Central Other and
All Puerto and South unknown Non- Not
Race of child origins Total Mexican Rican Cuban American Hispanic Hispanic stated
Number
Allraces .. oovviiiinenennnenns 2,298,287 372,814 242976 35,147 10,024 40,985 43,682 1,841,641 83,832
White ... . oeiii ittt 1,808,679 355,493 238,030 31,700 9,608 35,736 40,419 1,384,671 68,515
Black. ... .covvt it 374,135 11,114 2,227 2,752 351 4,505 1,279 350,108 12,913
Other. ...ttt i iianen 115,473 6,207 2,718 695 65 744 1,984 106,862 2,404
Percent distribution
Allraces .. ....ooviiinie i 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
White ........0cviiiiiiiie, 78.7 95.4 98.0 90.2 95.8 87.2 92.5 75.2 81.7
Black. ... vvii it e 16.3 3.0 0.9 7.8 3.5 11.0 2.9 19.0 15.4
Other. . ... ouv i irei i 5.0 1.7 1.1 2.0 0.6 1.8 4.5 5.8 29
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Table 4. Birth and fertility rates, by Hispanic origin of mother: Total of 11 States, 1985

Origin of mother

Hispanic
All Puerto Other Non-
Measure origins Total Mexican Rican Cuban Hispanic Hispanic?
Birthrated. .. ... .. 186.5 23.3 23.8 18.2 10.5 29.8 15.4
Fertihtyrate® .. .. ... . . i 68.8 94.0 98.5 66.5 51.2 109.0 64.6

"Includes Central and South American and other and unknown Hispanic origin.

2Jncludes origin not stated.
3Rate per 1,000 total population,

4Rate per 1,000 women aged 15-44 years.

NOTE: The 11 States are Arizona, California, Colorado, Florida, Illinois, indiana, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, Ohio, and Texas.

f

Table 5. Live births by age and Hispanic origin of mother and by race of child for mothers of non-Hispanic origin: Total of 23 reporting States

and the District of Columbia, 1985

Origin of mother

Hispanic Non-Hispanic
Central Other and
All Puerto and South unknown
Age of mother origins' Total Mexican Rican Cuban American Hispanic Total? White Black

Allages........... 2,298,287 372,814 242976 35,147 10,024 40,985 43,682 1,841,641 1,384,671 350,108
Under 15 years..... 6,391 1,250 885 162 14 52 137 4,933 1,414 3,397
15—-19 vears....... 288,089 60,262 41,589 7.186 693 3,294 7.500 217,799 132,510 77.548
15 vyears......... 15,701 3,401 2,413 439 26 111 412 11,757 5,012 6,367
16 years......... 33,416 7,376 5,121 898 69 284 1,004 24,884 13,099 11,006
17 years......... 55,097 11,948 8,316 1,486 111 529 1,506 41,283 24,243 15,640
18 vyears......... 79,361 16,621 11,498 1,905 197 924 2,097 59,944 37,240 20,367
19 vears......... 104,514 20,916 14,241 2,458 290 1,446 2,481 79,931 52,916 24,168
20-24 years....... 696,527 124,590 82,144 12,425 3,314 11,874 14,733 547,907 404,385 119,143
25—29 vyears....... 726,444 103,815 66,218 8,761 3,349 13,385 12,102 596,526 473,864 87,371
30-34 years....... 425,504 56,842 35,612 4,524 1,911 8,350 6,445 351,695 279,565 44911
36—39vyears....... 135,929 21,788 13,643 1,776 616 3.361 2,392 108,410 82,737 15,256
40-44 years . ... ... 18,644 4,088 2,765 298 118 547 360 13,819 9,890 . 2,365
45-49 years .. .. ... 759 179 120 15 9 22 13 552 306 117

'Includes origin not stated.

2|ncludes races other than white and black.
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Table 6. Percent of births with selected characteristics, by Hispanic origin of mother and by race of child for mothers of non-Hispanic origin:
Total of 23 reporting States and the District of Columbia, 1985

Origin of mother

Hispanic Non-Hispanic

Central Other and

All Puerto and South unknown
Characteristic origins’ Total Mexican  Rican Cuban  American Hispanic Total>  White  Black
FIrst births. . ..o vn e iie i enns 41.4 36.2 33.8 40.6 45.4 40.0 40.6 42.3 43.2 39.3
Fourth and higher order births. .......... 10.1 15.8 18.4 11.9 5.5 11.0 11.2 9.1 7.5 14.1
Births to unmarried mothers ............ 22.9 29.5 25.7 51.1 16.1 34.9 31.1 21.6 121 61.0
Mothers completing 12 years or more
ofschool ... ... ..o 78.5 55.5 41.0 53.4 78.9 63.0 63.5 80.6 84.3 66.9
Mothers born in United States .......... 84.0 45.4 47.3 51.1 11.7 2.5 78.6 91.4 95.4 92.0
Prenatal care:
Beginning in 1st trimester. ........... 74.5 61.2 60.0 58.3 82.5 60.6 65.8 771 81.5 60.5
Beginning in 3d trimester or no care . .. 6.6 12.4 12.9 15.5 3.7 12,5 9.4 5.4 4.0 10.7
Births of low birth weight®, .. ........... 6.8 6.2 5.8 8.7 6.0 5.7 6.8 6.9 5.6 124
Born prior to 37 weeks of gestation...... 10.0 10.8 10.8 12.6 9.0 10.1 10.1 9.8 7.9 17.3
1-minute Apgar scores less than 75 .. .. .. 9.4 8.3 8.6 7.7 6.3 7.2 10.1 9.5 8.9 11.9
5-minute Apgar scores less than 75...... 1.8 1.6 1.7 1.7 1.3 1.5 1.6 1.8 1.5 3.1

"includes ongin not stated.

2Includes races other than white and black.

3Excludes data for California and Texas, which did not report educational attainment.

4Birth weight of less than 2,500 grams {5 Ib. 8 oz.).

5Excludes data for California and Texas, which did not report 1- and 5-minute Apgar scores.




| () Mommy Vital Statistic:s R e [0 1

Table 7. Percent of births to teenage mothers and to mothers aged 20 years and over, by selected characteristics, Hispanic origin of mother,
and by race of child for mothers of non-Hispanic origin: Total of 23 reporting States and the District of Columbia, 1985

Origin of mother

Hispanic Non-Hispanic

Central Other and

All Puerto and South unknown
Age of mother and characternistic origins’ Total  Mexican Rican Cuban  American Hispanic Total?  White  Black
Under 20 years of age
Births to unmarried mothers............ 58.5 51.9 45.8 73.9 37.2 59.1 62.5 60.4 42,5 90.2
Mothers completing 12 years or more
ofschooP............. ... ... . 37.3 26.5 22.3 24.7 34.3 356.6 30.7 38.6 40.6 35.4
Mothers born in United States .. ........ --- 61.7 60.6 65.4 33.8 7.6 90.2 --- --- ---
Prenatal care:
Beginning in 1st trimester ........... 51.8 47.1 47.3 45.4 61.5 46.3 46.5 53.0 57.7 45.5
Beginning in 3d trimester or no care ... 13.4 17.8 17.7 21.4 6.7 18.9 15.9 12.2 10.2 15.4
Births of low birth weight* . ............ 9.3 7.6 7.2 9.5 6.9 7.0 8.6 9.7 7.7 13.3
20 years of age and over
Births to unmarried mothers............ 17.7 25.1 215 45.1 14.5 32.8 24.4 16.3 8.9 52.3
Mothers completing 12 years or more
ofschooB. .. ....... ..., 84.5 61.1 45.0 61.2 82.4 64.9 70.5 86.6 89.1 76.8
Mothers born in United States . . ........ .- 42.2 44.4 47.3 10.0 2.0 76.2 ... “-- .-
Prenatal care:
Beginning in 1st trimester. . .......... 77.8 64.0 62.7 61.7 84.1 61.8 69.8 80.4 84.1 65.0
Beginning in 3d trimester or no care . . . 5.6 11.4 11.8 13.9 3.5 11.9 8.1 4.5 3.3 9.3
Births of low birth weight® ... .......... 6.5 5.9 5.5 8.5 6.0 5.6 6.5 6.5 5.4 121

Includes origin not stated.

2|ncludes races other than white and black.

3Excludes data for California and Texas, which did not report educational attainment.
4Birth weight of less than 2,500 grams (5 Ib. B oz.).
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Technical notes

Sources of data

Concurrent with the 1978 revision of the U.S. Standard
Certificate of Live Birth, the National Center for Health Statis-
tics recommended that States add items to identify the His-
panic or ethnic origin of the newborn’s mother and father. In
1985, 23 States and the District of Columbia included ques-
tions on origin, selecting one of two basic formats. The first
format was an open-ended item to obtain the specific origin or
descent of each parent (for example, Italian, Mexican, Ger-
man, Puerto Rican, English, or Cuban). The second format
was directed toward the Hispanic population and asked whether
the mother and father were of Spanish origin. If so, the specific
origin, such as Mexican, Puerto Rican, or Cuban, was to be
indicated.

Birth data shown in this report are based on 100 percent of
the births occurring in the 23 reporting States and the District
of Columbia. The data shown in the tables are for births to all
residents of the reporting area, regardless of where the births
occurred. Births occurring in nonreporting States to residents
of the reporting area are included in the “not stated” origin
category.

Racial classification

Racial designation in this report is that of the child, which
is determined from the race of the parents as entered on the
birth certificate. When the parents are of different races and
one parent is white, the child is assigned the other parent’s
race. When the parents are of different races and neither parent
is white, the child is assigned the father’s race with one ex-
ception—if the mother is Hawaiian or part-Hawaiian, the child
is considered Hawaiian. When race is missing on the certifi-
cate for one parent, the child is assigned the race of the other
parent. When race is not reported for either parent, the child is
assigned the race of the child on the immediately preceding
record.

Population denominators

Birth and fertility rates for 1985 are based on estimates of
the Hispanic population from the Current Population Survey

(CPS). The populations used to compute the rates in this
report for 1985 were derived by averaging the CPS estimates
for 1984 and 1986 because estimates of the Hispanic popula-
tion for selected States and subgroups for 1985 are believed
questionable. Beginning with 1986, the CPS figures include
estimates of undocumented immigrants (U.S. Bureau of the
Census, 1987). The effect of this change may be to reduce the
levels of the birth and fertility rates by about 1 percent.

Population estimates were provided for 11 States, including
Arizona, California, Colorado, Florida, Illinois, Indiana, New
Jersey, New Mexico, New York, Ohio, and Texas. These
estimates were controlled to postcensal independent estimates
of the Hispanic population by age and sex for the United
States, based on 1980 census data. The population data are
based on small samples and may, therefore, be subject to sub-
stantial sampling error. Information on the derivation of these
estimates and the sampling error is presented in two U.S.
Bureau of the Census reports (1987, in press).

Computation of rates

In computing birth and fertility rates for this report, births
with not-stated origin of mother are included with non-Hispanic
births rather than being distributed. Thus, rates for the His-
panic population are underestimates of the true rates to the
extent that the births with not-stated origin of mother for the
11-State area (2.9 percent) are actually to Hispanic mothers.
The population with not-stated origin has been imputed. The
effect on the rates is believed to be small.

Computation of percents and

percent distributions

Births with unknown live-birth order, nativity of mother,
educational attainment of mother, month of pregnancy in which
prenatal care began, birth weight, period of gestation, and 1-
and 5-minute Apgar scores were subtracted from total births
before percents and percent distributions were computed.
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