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DIVORCES AND DIVORCE RATES: UNITED STATES

Alexander A. Plateris, Ph.D., Division of Vital Statistics

SUMMARY

During the decade 1964-73 the number of
divorces and the divorce rate increased rapidly.
This increase continued through 1976 but less
rapidly than in the late 1960’ and early 1970’.
Rising from 2.2 per 1,000 population in 1962,
the divorce rate had doubled by 1973 and
reached 4.9 per 1,000 population by 1975. In
1975 the number of divorces exceeded 1 million
for the first time ever in the United States.
Provisional data indicated a further increase for
1976; the rate per 1,000 population reached 5.0
and the number approximated 1,077,000. In-
creases have occurred in almost all States.
Similar increases were found in many foreign
countries.

The 1970 Decennial Census provided popu-
lation bases for various rates that could not be
computed for earlier or subsequent years. These
data were coupled with divorce data from the
divorce-registration area (DRA) to produce spe-
cific rates by characteristics of the divorcing
husband and wife and of the marriage that
ended in divorce. The DRA comprised 28 States
in 1970. Presented in this report are specific
rates by age at decree, marriage order, race, and
number of children under 18 years of age for the
DRA and each reporting State. Rates by dura-
tion of marriage at decree were prepared by
assuming the same distribution by duration of
marriage for all divorces in the United States as
for divorces in the divorce-registration area.

Divorce rates by age at decree indicate that
young married persons have the highest likeli-
hood of divorce and that this likelihood declines
with increasing age. In the DRA as a whole the

highest divorce rates for both husbands and
wives were found in the age group 20-24 years.

The divorce rate for husbands and wives
married more than once was much higher than
that for persons married only once. For the
DRA as a whole and for many of the States, the
former rate was at least twice as high as the
latter.

Divorce rates were computed for three racial
groups—white, Negro, and other races. In most
cases the rate for the Negro group was highest,
and that for other races was the lowest; the rate
for the white group fell in between. This pattern
is not uniform, however, and pronounced varia-
tion can be found among States.

Rates by number of children under 18 years
of age indicate that couples with minor children
are less likely to divorce than couples with no
minor children, and that the likelihood of
divorce declines as the number of such children
increases.

Rates by duration of marriage were highest
for the duration intervals of 2 years and 3 years,
and thereafter declined consistently with in-
creasing duration.

The number of children involved in divorce
was affected by the age of the divorcing parents
both at time of decree and at marriage, but the
age at marriage was more important, particularly
the age of the mother.

INCREASES IN DIVORCE

National Figures

During the decade 1964-73, the number of
divorces and the divorce rate increased rapidly.



The present increase began in 1963 and was
continuing in 1977. From 1962 to 1973 the
annual divorce total more than doubled (from
413,000 to 915,000), and the divorce rate
doubled (from 2.2 per 1,000 population in 1962
to 4.4 in 1973). From 1973 to 1976 divorces
continued to increase but less rapidly than in the
late 1960’s and early 1970’s. In 1975 the
divorce rate was 4.9 per 1,000 population, 11
percent above the rate for 1973. Also in 1975,
the number of divorces exceeded 1 million for
the first time ever in the United States. Pro-
visional data indicate that approximately
1,077,000 divorces were granted in 1976, bring-
ing the divorce rate to 5.0 per 1,000 population,
a further increase of about 4 percent for the
divorce total and 2 percent for the divorce rate.
The divorce rate per 1,000 married women
increased 94 percent between 1962 and 1973
(from 9.4 to 18.2). From 1973 to 1975, the
latest year for which this rate presently can be
computed, the rate for married women increased
11.5 percent, to 20.3 divorces per 1,000 married
women. Detailed annual figures are shown in
table 1 and figure 1.

During the years 1961-70, 5,137,000 di-
vorces were granted, as compared with
3,838,000 in 1951-60 and 4,141,000 in
1941-50. The large numbers in the 1940’ were
primarily due to the high divorce rate following
World War II; the increase during the 1960’s and
1970’s had no such obvious cause. In the early
1960’s the rates were similar to those of the
1950’s, and for 9 years (1955-63) they varied
only from 2.1 to 2.3. During that period less
than 1 percent of all married women divorced
annually, but this percent reached 1.0 in 1964,
1.5in 1970, 1.8 in 1973, and 2.0 in 1975.

The rapid increase in the number of divorces
was due in part to the growth of the married
population and to changes in the age distribu-
tion of married persons. The population com-
ponent of the change may be isolated by
applying one set of age-specific divorce rates to
the married female population for each year
beginning with 1955. The increases in the
number of divorces obtained in this manner may
be considered as due exclusively to the change in
the size and composition of the population
exposed to the risk of divorce. This change

accounted for only a small part of the total
increase: the difference between the national
divorce total for 1975 (1,036,000) and that for
1955 (377,000) was 659,000, and only 97,000
of this number could be attributed to changes in
the population (table 2). This represents only 15
percent of the total increase. In other words, 85
percent of the 1955-75 increase appears to be
due to other causes, especially to higher rates at
which married persons divorce.

The portion of the increase which can be
assumed to be due to changes in population
declined markedly when the recent increase in
divorces began: for the 1955-63 period this
portion represented 47 percent, for the 1963-75
period it was 12 percent; the portion of the
increase which can be assumed to be due to
other causes grew accordingly from 53 to 88
percent (table 2).

The increase in divorces took place duringa
period in which there was a trend toward
liberalization of divorce laws. In 1967 New York
State added three g"rounds for divorce—cruelty,
desertion, and two years of separation—to its
sole legal ground for divorce—adultery. As a
result of this change, the number of divorces
granted in New York State grew almost eight
times, from 7,136 in 1967 to 55,612 in 1975.
The rate increased correspondingly from 0.4 per
1,000 population to 3.1. '

Several other States introduced new legal
grounds for decree and made other changes to
facilitate divorce. Some States abandoned the
concept of divorce granted to the innocent party
because of the objectionable behavior of the
guilty party, and adopted the concept of mar-
riage dissolution, where neither party is recog-
nized as guilty and a list of legal grounds for
decree is not given in the statutes. Such no-fault
decrees are granted for what the laws describe as
“irreconcilable differences” or ‘“marriage irre-
trievably broken.” California introduced no-
fault divorces as of January 1970, and Iowa
made a similar change during 1970. Later many
States followed, and by January 1974, 23 States
had no-fault divorces.?

Though in New York, New Jersey, Hawaii,
Delaware, and Florida the changes in the laws

2Reference 1, p. 404.
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Figure 1. Number of divorces: United States, 1940-76

and the increases in divorces seem to be associ-
ated, it cannot be said that increases in all States
were due to the liberalization of laws. For
example, during the 1967-73 period the divorce
rates in California and Jowa increased less than
the national average, 54 and 45 percent, respec-
tively, as compared with 69 percent for the

United States, even though these two States .

introduced no-fault divorces. Conversely, the
rate increased 114 percent in South Carolina
where there had been no significant changes in
the law.

The increase in divorce in the United States
is part of a worldwide trend. The 1970 divorce
rates for 38 countries, including the United
States, were compared with those for 1960 in



order to ascertain the changes that had occurred
during the decade. These rates are shown in
table 3, where they are listed according to the
size of the increase. The countries were selected
as far as possible from all major areas of the
world, but the choice was limited by the lack of
divorce data in many countries. No country was
included that had an annual national divorce
total less than 500. In eight of the countries
included, the increase was more pronounced
than in the United States, though the rate for
the United States was higher than that for other
countries shown in the table for 1970 and second
highest for 1960. The largest increase, 249 per-
cent, was found in Canada; this increase was four
times that for the United States. The largest de-
cline, 81 percent, occurred in Romania. Of the 37
reporting foreign countries included in the table,
27 showed increases and 10 showed declines.
Almost all countries where the divorce rate
declined are found in Asia and in southeast
Europe. Most of Europe, North America, and
other countries with populations of European
origin experienced increases. Several countries
reporting to the Statistical Office of the United
Nations had no legal provisions for granting
absolute divorces, though some annulments and
limited divorces may have been granted. In 1970
these countries were Argentina, Brazil, Chile,
Colombia, Ireland, Italy (until December 1970),
Malta, Paraguay, the Philippines, Santa Lucia,
and Spain.

Particularly interesting developments oc-
curred in the Soviet Union and in Romania. In
the Soviet Union, where divorce laws were
liberalized, the divorce rate doubled from 1963
to 1966, increasing from 1.30 per 1,000 popula-
tion to 2.77 and declining slightly afterwards.b
In Romania the change was in the opposite
direction: in 1962 the Romanian rate was one of
the highest in the world, 2.04 per 1,000; then it
declined to 1.35 by 1966 and disappeared
completely in 1967, due to drastic changes in
the law.© Since then, the rate has been one of
the lowest, 0.38 per 1,000 in 1970, and only
three countries listed in table 3 had rates lower
than that of Romania: Guatemala, Turkey, and
Portugal.

bReference 2, p 685, table 34, footnote 89.
€Ibid., p. 683, footnote 77a.

Geographic Distribution

Increases in divorces from 1960 to 1970
varied considerably among regions, divisions,
and States. This is evident from the divorce rates
for married women shown by State in table 4.
These rates, shown for 1960 and 1970, can be
computed only once in a decade, when popula-
tion bases become available from the decennial
census.

The national divorce rate per 1,000 married
women increased 62 percent, from 9.2 per 1,000
in 1960 to 14.9 in 1970. For the regions, the
increase ranged from 38 percent in the South to
108 percent in the Northeast, while for both the
North Central Region and the West it was about
66 percent. For- geographic divisions, the in-
crease of the rate per 1,000 married women
ranged from 19 percent in the East South
Central to 119 percent in the Middle Atlantic.
The rate more than tripled in New York and
more than doubled in New Jersey, the District
of Columbia, Wisconsin, and Delaware. The rate
grew 50-99 percent in 33 States and less than 50
percent in 11 States. It declined in Alabama and
Nevada. In Alabama early in the decade, di-
vorces declined drastically; they increased later
without reaching the 1960 level. The rate in
Nevada declined even though there was a small
increase in the number of divorces granted (8.1
percent). The decline was probably connected
with the liberalization of divorce laws in Cali-
fornia, New York, and other States, which may
have caused a decline in migratory divorces,
while during the same period the population of
Nevada increased 71.3 percent.d

In spite of the changes, the Nevada divorce
rate per 1,000 married women, 78.1 in 1970,
was 2% times as high as the next highest State
rate, 30.6 in Arizona.

Increases of divorce totals from which the
rates were computed were more pronounced
than those of the rates, because the latter take
into consideration the simultaneous growth of
the population. The totals more than tripled in
New York, more than doubled in 14 States,
increased from between 50 and 99 percent in 28
States and the District of Columbia, and in-

dReference 3, table 1,



creased less than 50 percent in five States. Total
divorces declined in only one State, Alabama.
Information is not available for one State.
Divorce rates per 1,000 population in each
area are shown for the years 1960 through 1975
in table 5. During this period the national crude
divorce rate increased 123 percent, from 2.2 per
1,000 in 1960 to 4.9 in 1975. The rate more
than tripled in the Northeast (from 0.9 to 3.1),
more than doubled in the North Central (from
2.1 to 4.5), almost doubled in the South (from
2.8 to 5.5), and grew about 90 percent in the
West (from 3.4 to 6.5). For individual States,
the change ranged from an increase of 675
percent in New York, 300 percent in Connecti-
cut, and 253 percent in the District of Columbia
to an increase of 61.5 percent in Idaho and 21
percent in Alabama and a decline of 40 percent
in Nevada. In general, in States where the 1960
rates were low the increase was large and where
the 1960 rates were high the increase was small
or nonexistent. The number of States, including
the District of Columbia, where the rate in-
creased by 150 percent or more is shown in
table A classified by the size of the 1960 rates.
As the size of State divorce rates is related to
the geographic location of the State, the size of
1960-75 increases exhibits a geographic pattern.
The large-increase area comprises the Northeast
and North Central Regions and the South
Atlantic Division of the South, while the small-

increase area includes the remainder of the
South and the West. In the large-increase area,
State divorce rates grew 150 percent or more in
18 of 29 States for which rates are available for
both 1960 and 1975. In the small-increase area,
not one single rate out of 17 showed increases of
this magnitude. Due to these changes, the range
of State divorce rates became narrower. In 1960
the two highest State divorce rates were 29.6 per
1,000 population in Nevada and 5.3 in Alabama,
while the lowest rate was 0.4 in New York;
ratios between the two high rates and the low
rate were 74 and 13, respectively. In 1975 the
highest rates were 17.8 in Nevada and 8.1 in
Alaska, and the lowest rate was 2.7 in North
Dakota and New Jersey; the ratios declined to
6.6 and 3.0.

Changes of the crude divorce rate year by
year can be seen in table B. In 1960, 21 States
had rates of less than 2.0 per 1,000 population,
only 4 States had rates of 4.0 or more, and the
highest rate outside Nevada was 5.3 in Alabama.
In 1970, only 7 States had rates of less than 2.0,
while 18 States had rates of 4.0 or more,
including 2 States with rates between 6.0 and
7.9. In 1975, no State had a rate of less than
2.0, and 35 States had rates of 4.0 or more,
including 16 with rates in the range of 6.0
through 8.1. While the number of States with
low divorce rates (less than 2.0 per 1,000
population) had decreased and the number of

Table A. Number of States where the divorce rate increased 150 percent or more over the 1960 rate: United States, 1975

[ The District of Columbia included as a State]

Increase 1960-75
Less
. . 150 than
Divorce rate per 1,000 population, 1960 S All per- 150 Not
tates cent per- avail-
or cent able
more | or de-
cline
Number of States
Total 51 18 29 4
Under 1.5 13 12 1
1.5-2.4 17 6 11 -
2.5 and over. 18 - 17 1
Not available 3 - - 3




Table B, Number of States by size of divorce rate: United States, 1960-75

[ The District of Columbia included as 2 State}

Divorce rate 1975] 1974] 19731 1972] 19711 1970] 1969| 1968| 1967! 1966 | 1965| 1964 | 1963 | 1962] 1981] 1960
Number of States
Total e sty 51| 51| 5] 81| &1 51| 51 51| 51| 51| 51| 51| 81 51
] } ] ] ] 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 4
. . . a 7 12| 13| 1a| 15| e} 17| 18] 18 17
5 6 ol 18| 13| 10 10| 13| 15| 17| 18] 18| 14| 1a 12
of nl n 6! 10| 14 1] a1l o1 9| 0] 10| | 1 11
w0 1| 10| 1| 10 9 8 8 8 5 3 4 3 2 2
9 9] 10 8 7 6 3 1 1 1 2 1 1 2 1
7 5 4 5 3 1 1 1 . . .
7 6 3 2 1 1 - .
1 1 5 - . . . . ; ) . . ) .
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
2 1 3 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 2 1 1 1 3

those with high rates (4.0 or more) had in-
creased, the number of those with middle-sized
rates (2.0 through 3.9) changed little. However,
the States in the middle category in 1975 were
mostly not the same States that were in this
category in 1960; former low-rate States moved
into the middlerate category, while many for-
mer middle-rate States had high rates in the
1970%s. ’

Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas

The great majority of the American popﬁla-
tion lives in standard metropolitan statistical
areas (SMSA’s): in 1970, their combined area
was 387,616 square miles, only 11 percent of
the entire land area of the United States;
however, their combined population was
139,418,811, representing 69 percent of the
total. In the United States, excluding New
England, an SMSA comprises a county or a
group of counties; hence the number of divorces
granted and divorce rates can be easily com-
puted both for individual SMSA’s and for
metropolitan and nonmetropolitan portions of a
State. In New England the SMSA’s do not
necessarily comprise entire counties, and divorce
figures are not available for minor civil divisions.
Consequently, State economic metropolitan
areas are used as equivalents of SMSA’s in New
England.

Altogether, in 1970, 72.4 percent of divorces
were granted in the SMSA’s and 27.6 percent
outside of SMSA’s (table C). The divorce rate
for all the SMSA’s combined was 3.7 per 1,000

population (table 6), as compared with 3.1 for
the rest of the country. The rate per 1,000
married women was; respectively, 15.7 and 13.0.
In the great majority of regions, divisions, and
States, the metropolitan rate was higher than the
nonmetropolitan . rate, though the differences
were not pronounced. There were, however, a
few important exceptions: in both divisions of
the Northeast Region and in nine States, most of
them in the Northeast, the nonmetropolitan
divorce rate per 1,000 population was higher
than the metropolitan rate. In' two additional
States both rates were equal. ‘

The 1970 divorce rates for the metropolitan
portions of all regions, geographic divisions, and
all States, except Nevada, were higher than the
comparable rates for 1960 and 1965. Thé same
was true for nonmetropolitan portions of all
regions and 'divisions as well as all States, except
three (Alabama, Nevada, and Rhode Island).

For 1970, rates per 1,000 population and
per 1,000 married women were computed for
each SMSA. They are shown in table 7 together
with rates per 1,000 population for 1960 and
1965. The 1970 definitions of SMSA’s were
used for computing 1970 divorce rates, but the
1960 definitions were used for both 1960 and
1965. The number of SMSA’s not only increased
from 201 in 1960 to 229 by 1970, but many of
the 201 had had new counties added to them.
Two SMSA’s, Greensboro-High Point and
Winston-Salem, were combined.

Divorce rates for individual SMSA’s follow
the pattern set by State rates: low rates in the
Northeast and parts of the North Central, high



Tabie C. Number and percent distribution of divorces by metropolitan and nonmetropolitan areas: United States and each region, 1970

| Percents based on reported totals)

Region
United
Area States || North- | North South w
east Central out est
Number

Totall 708,000 || 86,000 186,000 242,000 | 194,000
Metropolitan 2504,239 || 65,294 | 2129,166 | 2150,324 | 159,455
Nonmetropolitan 2192573 |} 20,373 248,831 289,133 | 34,236

Percent distribution
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Metropolitan 72.4 76.2 72.6 62.8 82.3
Nonmetropolitan 276 23.8 27.4 37.2 12.7

1Fjgures include estimates.
21ncomplete.

rates in the West and parts of the South. In spite
of a considerable growth in divorces, the New
York SMSA had the second lowest rate in 1970
followed by Jersey City—1.1 and 1.2, respec-
tively, per 1,000 population. The lowest rate,
0.6, was found in the McAllen-Pharr-Edinburg
SMSA that includes Hidalgo County, Texas. In
1960 and 1965 the lowest rate was found in the
New York SMSA, 0.3 in both vyears (the
McAllen-Pharr-Edinburg SMSA had not yet been
established). The highest divorce rates were
found in two- SMSA’s of Nevada—Reno and Las
Vegas; from 1960 to 1970 they declined in both
areas—in Reno from 43.3 per 1,000 total popu-
lation to 25.0, in Las Vegas from 30.2 to 18.4.
These declines were due not to a decline in the
number of decrees granted, but to the increase
of the population. Outside of Nevada, highest
rates in 1970 were found in the Lawton SMSA
(9.7) and the Tulsa SMSA (9.4), both in
Oklahoma. The Oklahoma divorce rates may be
overstated as the result of exroneous reporting of
divorce petitions filed rather than divorces
granted.

DIVORCE-REGISTRATION AREA

Numbers of divorces granted are obtained
annually from all States and almost all counties,
but detailed information about characteristics of

husbands and wives as well as about the charac-
teristics of the divorce decree is reported only
from a limited group of States known as the
divorce-registration area (DRA). In 1970, 28
States participated in the DRA reporting. Their
combined divorce total was 429,498, repre-
senting 61 percent of the national total. In 1971
South Carolina was added to the DRA, and in
1975 the DRA included 29 States with 625,676
divorces, 60 percent of all divorces granted in
the country. In 1960, only 18 States were in the
DRA; they reported 94,074 divorces, only 24
percent of the national total for that year
(393,000). The States participating in the DRA
are shown in figure 2. The Virgin Islands also
participate in the DRA, but their data are not
included in national statistics.

Each year many items are left blank on the
divorce certificate forms, and several DRA
States had to be omitted from the analysis
because of unsatisfactory reporting. Still, in
1970, the proportion of records with items not
reported was much smaller than in 1960, par-
ticularly for personal characteristics of the
spouses. A further slight improvement occurred
during the 1970-73 period. The percent com-
pleteness of the five major items of information
is shown in table D.

In 1970, the reporting of divorces was
complete enough to support the analysis of such
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Figure 2. Divorce-registration area: 1960, 1970, and 1975

Table D. Percent of divorce certificates on which specified
characteristics were stated: divorce-registration area, 1960
1970, and 1973

[Based on sample data]

’

Characteristic 1973 | 1970 | 1960
Percent

Age at decree:

Husband 81.6 ] 79.0 58.8

Wi o erieiicrmnaresisrnaenccnmreceseneecensnns 81.1 78.7 59.2
Race:

Husband 79.7 75.6 68.9

Wife ooeeeeeeierenciiniincnierereeneenseeneneenens 79.6 75.4 69.0
Number of this marriage:

Husband 80.2 76.1 51.1

Wife 804 | 76.0 51.3
Duration of marriage......c.eeccrevmecareennn 99.0 | 98.2 95.6
Children under 18...........ccccvvmrevvennnenn 954 | 955 86.5

combined items as age by race, age by marriage
order, and number of children reported by race.
As 1970 was a census year, detailed population
data made possible the computation of various
specific divorce rates for the DRA and for each
participating State that had a satisfactory level
of completeness in reporting on a given item or
items.

LIKELIHOOD OF DIVORCE

Age at Decree

Population data from the 1970 census
coupled with divorce data from the divorce-
registration area made it possible to find partial



answers as to the relative likelihood of divorce
among various subcategories of the population.
Divorce rates specific for age at time of decree,
race, marriage order, and number of children
reported were prepared for the divorce-
registration area and each State where the
reporting of the variable was at least 75 percent
complete. Lack of population data precluded
the computation of rates by age at time of
marriage and of State rates by duration of
marriage to decree, but national estimates of the
latter were prepared.

Divorce rates by age of husband and wife at
time of decree were computed per 1,000 mar-
ried population in each age-sex category (table 8
and figure 3). In the DRA and in most States
they presented the following pattern: the
highest age-specific rate for both men and
women was found in the 20-24-year age group.
The rate declined with increasing age to a
minimum for the oldest age group, 65 years and
over. The differences between age-specific rates
were very pronounced: in the DRA the highest
rate for men (33.6) was almost 18 times as high
as the lowest rate (1.9). For women this ratio
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Figure 3. Divorce rates by age of husband and wife at time of
decree: divorce-registration area, 1970

was still greater: the highest rate (33.3) was
almost 26 times as high as the lowest (1.3).

The divorce rate for women under 20 years
of age was in all States except Idaho higher than
the comparable rate for men, while rates for the
age groups 25-29 years and over were higher in
all States for men. The rate for the 20-24-year-
old group was higher for men in 10 States and
for women in 12 States.

How did age-specific rates change during the
1960-70 decade? For 1960, age-specific rates are
available only for four States: Hawaii, Iowa,
Tennessee, and Wisconsin. The comparison of
these rates with 1970 figures for the same States
indicates that there were marked differences
between age groups in the changes that took
place over the decade (table 9). The largest
increases were observed for husbarids and wives
25-44 years old; for both extremes of the age
spectrum—the groups under 20 years and 50
years old and older—the increases were small,
and in a few instances declines occurred.

Duration of Marriage

Age at decree is related to duration of
marriage. These two characteristics necessarily
change over time, while others, such as race,
marriage order, or age at marriage, remain
constant throughout the life of the individual or
through the duration of a given marriage; still
others (education, number of children) may
change in time or may not. It is obvious that
persons who divorce young can be married only
a short period of time and that for each age
group there is an approximate upper level of
marriage duration. Because of this similarity,
duration-specific divorce rates could be expected
to behave in a manner similar to that of age-
specific rates, and estimated national duration-
specific rates support this view. (These rates
could not be computed for individual States and
for the DRA because population bases were not
available. However, national estimates of di-
vorces by duration, based on DRA data, were
prepared for use in computing national rates.
The methods used to compute the national
estimates are described in the appendix.) The
duration-specific rates increased slightly in the
very early years of marriage, reached a maxi-
mum between the second and the fourth mar-
riage anniversary, then declined consistently and



Table E. Estimated number of divorces and divorce rates, by
duration of marriage at time of decree: United States, 1970

[Based on sample data. For estimating procedures and sources of
population data, see appendix]

Number Divorce
Duration of marriage of rate
divorces
All diVOrees ...c..eeeceecirencnecnnsane 708,000 14.9
Less than T year ......ceeecivnenee . 34,000 28.2
1 year 60,000 33.7
2 years 66,000 39.2
3 years. 60,000 394
4 years 54,000 37.3
5 years 49,000 34.7
6 years 40,000 29.9
7 years 35,000 28.4
8 years. 29,000 24.7
9 years 26,000 219
10-14 years. 98,000 16.9
15-19 years 64,000 114
20-24 years 50,000 7.8
25-29 years 24,000 5.0
30 years or more 18,000 1.6
40 o
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Figure 4. Estimated divorce rates by duration of marriage at
time of decree: United States, 1970

almost disappeared after 30 years of marriage,
when only 1 couple out of 625 divorced (table E
and figure 4). The question remains open: Which
of the two variables, age or duration, has a
stronger influence on the likelihood of divorce;
that is, what would happen to the duration rate
if age were held constant, and vice versa?

Race

The likelihood of divorce varies between
racial groups of the same State and within the
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same racial group in different States (table 10).
Race-specific rates were computed per 1,000
married men and women in a racial group. In the
vast majority of reporting States in the DRA the
divorce rates for Negroes were the highest; those
for combined races other than white or Negro
were the lowest, and the rates for the white
group fell in between. In many reporting States
of the North and the West differences were
marked between the rates for white men and
women and those for the Negroes, and in several
States the rates for Negroes were more than
twice as high as rates for the white group. This
difference was much less noticeable in the
South, and in two reporting States of that
region, Georgia and Tennessee, rates for white
persons were higher; this was the case also for
men in Alaska, but not for women.

Rates for other races are difficult to analyze
as racial composition varies from area to area.
Also, in many States the rates were computed
from small numbers of divorces subject to a very
high sampling variability and should be used
only as rough approximations. The range of
variation between the rates for persons of other
races was very wide: the lowest rates for this
group were zero for women in Tennessee and
Vermont and 0.9 p:r 1,000 for women in Rhode
Island; the highest was 44.1 for men in Montana.
The racial composition of the “other” group
may be quite different in these States. The
divorce rate for white persons ranged from 5.8
for women in New York to 26.7 for women in
Alaska. For Negroes, the lowest rate was 9.3 for
women in New York; the highest reliable rate
was 33.1 for men in Wisconsin. Still higher rates
for Negro men (73.5, Idaho; 34.7, Utah; 34.2,
Montana) were based on Negro male populations
of less tkan 1,000.

From 1960 to 1970 divorces of white
persons increased more than those of Negroes or
of persons of other races as shown in table 11
for the total of four States for which 1960 rates
are available. In Iowa, Tennessee, and Wisconsin,
where reliable rates exist for the white popula-
tion and for Negroes, the increase for the white
group was much larger than for the Negro, and
in Iowa the Negro divorce rates actually de-
clined. In Hawaii, where there are many persons
of other races but few Negroes, the increase for
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the white population was greater than for the
“other” group. The 1970 rates in table 11 differ
from those in table 10, as they were computed
per 1,000 total population aged 15 years and
over, rather than per 1,000 married population,
in order to be comparable to the 1960 rates.

Marriage Order

The term “marriage order” refers to the
classification of married persons into two cate-
gories: those married once and those married
more than once. One of the most clear-cut
findings from the 1970 divorce data is the high
likelihood of divorce for persons who have been
married more than once, when compared to
those who have been married only once (figure
5). In the divorce-registration area the divorce
rate for the remarried men and women was more
than twice that for the first married, and the
same was true for over one-half of the reporting
States (table 12). No such rates have been
computed previously, and the high likelihood of
divorce among the remarried could be only
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Figure 5. Divorce rates by marriage order of husband and wife:
divorce-registrat_ion area, 1970

deduced from indirect data.® Rates in table 12
prove that this inference was correct.

Reported Number of Children

The presence of minor children and their
number affects the likelihood of divorce (table
13). In the DRA and all reporting States the
divorce rate for couples with no children under
18 years was higher than for couples who
reported minor children. For the DRA the two
rates for 1970 were 26.1 and 15.0 per 1,000
couples. However, it must be recognized that
couples who reported no children under 18
years of age are a composite group that includes
young couples that have had no time to start a
family, childless couples of any age and duration
of marriage, and couples with all children aged
18 years or more. Pronounced differences might
be expected among divorce rates for the three
subgroups but there are no data for computing
such rates.

Differences between rates for couples with
children and without children were smallest in
the Northeast, particularly in Connecticut and
Vermont. On the other hand, in several
Southern and Western States the rate for child-
less couples was twice as high as that for couples
with children.

Within the group that reported children, the
rate declined with each added child: the DRA
rate was 19.1 per 1,000 couples with 1 child,
15.1 for those with 2 children, and 11.3
for those with 3 or more children. Divorce rates
by number of children were generally lowest in
the Northeast and highest in the West. For all
categories shown in table 13, except that with
three or more children, the lowest available
State rate in the West was higher than the
highest State rate in the Northeast. Rates for
States in the North Central and Southern
Regions were similar and fell in between the
rates found in the other two regions.

State divorce rates by number of children
were computed for the first time for 1970, but
national rates were estimated for 1960 and
1969. In table F these rates are compared with
the DRA rates for 1970. There was a consider-
able increase for all rates from 1960 to 1970 and
a slight increase from 1969 to 1970, but in both
cases the rate for divorces of couples with
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Table F. Divorce rates by reported number of children under 18 years of age, with percent changes: United States, 1960 and 1969 and
divorce-registration area, 1970

[Based on sample data. For estimating procedures and sources of population data, see appendix ]

DRA United States Percent increase
Number of children
19701 1969 | 1960 ] 1960-70 | 1969-70
Rate
Al dIVOICES ceeveviieerieeeriiseseeesssstensiessneessmsaneesassassssersonsessrasssesnsnensessasssassesrasss 18.1 174 11.5 57.4 4.0
NO ChIldren rePorted ... iceiiiiireeeeirreneeirersrererrraresserreerensoreennersrsssersaresessenraranses 26.1 25.6 18.7 39.6 20
CHiIldren rePOrted ....cecciieveeceirreeccersrenecessansrecsrosseesarasassassrensesossavasessonsasssossonsenes 15.0 14.4 8.9 68.5 4.2
1 child........... 19.1 17.2 1.4 67.5 11.0
2 children 15.1 14.4 8.6 75.6 49
3 children 12.7 7.9
4 children 113] 1114 .
5 children 10.7 |p 6.0 -
6 Children Or MOre....ccciirmreiniscrsiisencersrse s s sssraessnssees 104

1The 1969 rate for couples with 4 children or more was 11.0.

children reported increased more than that of
couples with no children under 18 years. The
percent increase for the former was 68.5 for the
years 1960-70 and 4.2 for 1969-70, and for the
latter, 39.6 and 2.0, respectively.

CHARACTERISTICS OF
HUSBAND AND WIFE

Age and Marriage Order

The divorcing persons were unevenly distrib-
uted by age, and, as would be expected, this
distribution varied markedly according to the
marriage order (table 14). In 1970 the great
majority of those who had been married only
once were under age 35, while the majority of
those who had been married more than once
were more evenly distributed in the age groups
25-29 years through 45-49.

Almost all men and women who divorced
young had been married only once (table 15).
Among men 20-24 years old, the remarried
represented only 5.0 percent; this percent was
8.8 for women of the same age. The proportion
of the remarried increased with age and reached
over 50 percent in the 55-59-year age group for
men and in the 50-54-year age group for women.
Among divorcing persons 65 years old and older
the remarried group comprised about three-
quarters of both husbands and wives.
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The median age at decree for the entire DRA
was 30.5 years for husbands married once and
27.9 years for wives married once. The median
age at decree for the remarried was more than
10 years higher than that for the first married of
the same sex, 41.6 and 38.2 years, respectively
(table 16). Similar differences were found in
individual States. For men, this difference was 9
years or more in all reporting States and for
women it was less in 2 of the 22 States for
which the medians were computed.

As expected, median ages for the wives in all
States were lower than median ages for husbands
of the same marriage order. In most States the
difference between the two medians was more
pronounced when husbands and wives had been
married more than once than when they had
been married only once. For persons married
once the largest difference between age medians
was 3.5 years (New York); for persons married
more than once the greatest difference was 5
years or more in two States: 5.2 years in Alaska
and 5.6 years in Idaho.

Race and Interracial Couples

In almost 99 percent of all divorces granted
during 1970 in the reporting States combined,
husband and wife were of the same racial
group—both white, both Negro, or both be-
longed to other races (table 17); here are also



Table G. Percent distribution of divorces by race of husband and wife: divorce-registration area, 1970

[Based on sample data. Michigan and Ohio do not report race}

Race of husband and wife

Race of spouse

Total
White | Negro | Other

Husband Percent distribution
[ 1= | OSSR 100.0 89.3 9.6 1.1
White. vresmesesbersber st eaes s senaseasnaensssnes 100.0 || 99.4 0.1 0.5
Negro 100.0 28 96.9 0.3
Other 100.0 334 2.0 64.6
Wife
Total 100.0 89.2 9.8 1.1
WhiItE..eeieeiiirsesniisnissanessnsasnsrmssanesssassemnensanssssessssasasssnssssannas 100.0 99.3 0.3 0.4
NEGFO cocrctiiniiicinrcc e ircsas e st mrace e smes s s s sssssanssans 100.0 1.0 98.8 0.2
Other. 100.0 36.6 26 60.8

included couples where spouses were of two
different races classified in the “other” category,
but this could have little effect on the percent-
ages, as numbers of divorcing persons of other
races were very small, and three-fourths of all
“other” husbands and wives divorced in two
States, California and Hawaii.

In all States, except Hawaii, white couples
represented over 80 percent of all divorcing
couples. This percentage varied from 81.3 per-
cent in Georgia to 99.5 percent in Vermont; it
was high in rural States of the North and the
West and comparatively low in the South and in
the industrialized Northern States, where a high
proportion of the population is Negro. Negro
couples represented more than 10 percent of the
divorced in Georgia (18.5 percent), Maryland
(16.7), Virginia (16.3), New York (15.8), Illinois
(14.6), Tennessee (11.1), Missouri (10.9), and
Connecticut (10.3). On the other hand, less than
1 percent of divorcing couples were Negro in
Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Utah, and Vermont.
The “other” group was very small: it comprised
more than 1 percent of all divorcing couples in
only three States: Hawaii (38.1 percent), Alaska
(7.4), and Montana (4.8). In seven reporting
States no couples of other races were divorced,
or, at least, no divorce certificate of a couple in
the “other” category was included in the ran-
dom sample; this was true of Illinois, Kentucky,

Missouri, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Tennes-
see, and Vermont.

Only 1.2 percent of all couples who divorced
in 1970 in the reporting States were racially
mixed (excluding racially mixed couples within
the “other” group); in only three States was
this percent 2.0 or more: 22.4 percent in
Hawaii, 6.5 in Alaska, and 2.0 in Montana. Over
33 percent of divorcing men and women in the
“other” category had white or Negro spouses
(table G). When the two outlying States, Hawaii
and Alaska, are excluded, this percentage in-
creases to over 40.

The numbers of interracial divorces were
small: in the entire DRA only 3,772 such
divorces were reported and only 3,088 when
Hawaii and Alaska were omitted. Of the latter
total, 1,786 couples (57.8 percent) were white-
“other,” the husband being white and the wife
“other,” more often than vice versa. The num-
ber of white-Negro couples was 1,155, or 37.4
percent of all interracial divorces. Couples where
the husband was Negro and the wife white were
about three times as numerous than those with a
white husband and a Negro wife. Similar rela-
tionships were observed among interracial mar-
riages performed in 1967.° The number of
Negro-“other” couples was very small; only 162

€Reference 5, p. 20.
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such cases were reported in the entire DRA, less
than 5 percent of all interracial divorces.

Age at Divorce by Race

The three racial groups had slightly different
age distributions at time of decree. White men
and women tended to divorce slightly younger
than did the Negro or “other” men and women.
The differences were most noticeable at young
ages and grew less pronounced as age advanced.
In 1970 persons who were under 25 years of age
at time of divorce represented 17.8 percent of
divorcing white men, 10.7 percent of Negro
men, and 13.0 percent of the “other” men. For
women, comparable percentages were 29.9,
20.9, and 22.0 (table 18). In the DRA, median
and quartile ages were lowest for the white
husbands and wives (table H). The median ages
for Negro husbands and wives were higher than
for white persons, but lower than for the
“other” persons.

The differences between medians for white
persons and Negroes were much more pro-
nounced than were comparable differences
between the Negroes and persons of “other”
races.

Table H. Median and quartile ages of husband and wife at time
of decree, by race: divorce-registration area, 1970

[Based on sample data. Michigan and Ohio do not report race]

Age in years
Race First . Third
quar- Me:" quar-
tile a tile
Husband
All races..cc.cereuverersmncarranan 26.7 33.1 42.8
WhitR.ueecirrraresessermsmsnassmnicssvemmsacssnnions 26.6 329 428
Negro 28.2 34.7 435
Other 28.1 35.3 44.4
Wifa
All raCes..cciorvsesrsarsnesernirnae 24.2 29.8 39.5
White 24.0 29.7 39.4
Negro 25.9 31.5 40.3
Other 25.7 31.9 39.8

Median ages at time of divorce were com-
puted for racial groups in 23 States in the DRA
(table 19). These medians followed the same
pattern as medians for the entire DRA. In the
overwhelming majority of States (13 out of 17

Table J. Percent distribution of husbands and wives by relative number of this marriage of spouse, according to number of this marriage
of husband and wife: divorce-registration area, 1970 -
[ Based on sample data. Nebraska does not report the number of this marriage |

Number of this marriage of husband and wife

Relative number of this
All marriage of spouse
divorces

Lower | Same | Higher

Husband Percent distribution
TO1al ceoimcririiiccrcretssnsansiesssnssrsssnctrsassssseseressasesrnas 100.0 11.3 76.8 1.9
First marriage 100.0 PN 88.3 11.7
Second marriage 100.0 37.4 48.3 143
Third marriage 100.0 67.6 249 7.4
FOUPth MArTiage ...cccccoveerercimnietinvirissiniieieite s st sssessssssssstsssssssssassssscssessasssasassssssssssss 100.0 84.8 13.2 2.0
Fifth marriage 100.0 90.7 5.0 4.3
Sixth marriage 100.0 98.8 1.2 e
Wife

Total

First marriage

Second marriage

Third marriage

Fourth marriage ....ccceeeeevemvreciesronen

100.0 1 11.9| 76.8 11.3

........ 100.0 . 89.0 11.0

100.0 389 | 47.1 14.0

. 100.0 676 | 239 8.4

........ 100.0 824 13.3 4.3

Fifth marriage
Sixth marriage feveaenes

......... 100.0 91.3 5.6 3.1
100.0 98.6 1.4 -
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for men and 12 out of 17 for women), the
median age at time of decree was lower for the
white men and women than that for Negroes of
the same sex. The largest difference was 4.8
years (for women in Maryland). The median age
of Negroes was lower than that of “other”
persons in the three States where reliable infor-
mation on both groups was available.

Median age by race for 1959 was recom-
puted for 12 States. (The original medians were
computed from single-year data, and hence not
quite comparable to 1970 medians.) As 1959
data show only the two color groups “white”
and “‘all other,” 1970 medians were prepared for
Negro and “other” persons combined (table 20).
From 1959 to 1970 there was a pronounced
decline in the median ages at divorce for both
sexes and both racial groups. Medians for white
husbands and wives were prepared for all 12
reporting States, but data for all other races
were unsatisfactory in a few States. Altogether,
40 comparisons could be made; 37 were de-
clines, 2 were increases, and 1 showed no change.
The largest decline was almost 13 percent for
Negro and “other” women in Tennessee.

Number of This Marriage

About 75 percent of the men and women
who divorced during 1970 in the DRA had been
married only once, and about 20 percent twice;
the remainder were married more times, some
had as many as six or more marriages (table 21).
Irrespective of how many times divorcing per-
sons had been married, the modal number of
marriages of their spouses was one or two.
Almost 90 percent of persons who have been
married~pnce had a spouse who also has been
married ¢nce; over 80 percent of those who had
been rarried twice had a spouse married once or
twice. Spouses of persons married two, three,
four, five, and six or more times had a modal
number of two marriages. In 77 percent of all
cases the number of this- marriage of husband
and of wife was the same, and the remainder was
divided approximately equally between hus-
bands who were married more times than their
wives and vice versa (table J). The more times a
person was married, the lower the likelihood
that the spouse was married the same number of
times; the proportion declined from almost 90
percent for those married once to 1 percent for

those married six or more times. In the reporting
States there was a pronounced positive associa-
tion between the percent of divorcing persons
married more than once and the divorce rate of .
a State: the correlation coefficient based on
observations for 22 States was .93 (figure 6).

As a summary measure of the distribution of
divorces by number of this marriage, average
numbers of marriages were computed by multi-
plying the number of marriages reported by the
number of persons reporting it, summing the
products, and dividing them by the total number
of persons (table K). In the DRA, divorcing
persons had on the average 1.3 marriages, and
this average varied depending on the number of
marriages of the spouses: husbands and wives
of persons married once had on the average 1.1
marriages; wives of husbands married 5 times

CRUDE DIVORCE RATE PER 1,000 POPULATION

0 T T T T =1
10 20 30 40 50

PERCENT OF REMARRIED HUSBANDS

Figure 6. Regression of the divorce rate per 1,000 population on
the percentage of divorcing husbands married more than
once: 22 States, 1970
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had on the average 2.5 marriages; and husbands
of wives married 5 times had 2.7 marriages. For
individual States the average number of mar-
riages ranged from 1.14 marriages for husbands

Table K. Average number of marriages of husband and wife, by
number of this marriage of spouse: divorce-registration

area, 1970
[Based on sample data. Nebraska does not report number of this
marriage ]

Average num-

ber of mar-

Number of this marriage riages
of spouse
Hus- .

band Wife
All Marriages... eeceeerrreeeeesrensrsennenenens 1.3 1.3
First marriage ..veeceereeeciemressinnnonnnccsinesnessonnnnns 1.1 1.2
Second marriage .......cccee.. 1.8 1.8
Third marriage 22 2.2
Fourth marriage........eceernes 24 2.4
Fifth marriage.......cveerees 2.7 2.5
Sixth marriage or more 26 25

Table L.. Average number of marriages per divorcing husband and
wife: divorce-registration area and 21 selected States, 1970

[Based on sample data. Nebraska does not report number of this

marriage |
Average num-
ber of mar-
Area riages
Hus- .
band Wife
Divorce-registration area............c...... 1.33 1.33
PN T TV ORI UN 1.49 1.44
California...... 1.44 1.42
CONNECLICUL e reeneecrrteerneceee s cnannnnnee 1.18 1.18
HaWaii uvimeemcciiniieciesnineeiieciieneinnen, 1.33 1.28
1dBN0 e cerrcririreeccnee et rr et ees st ness e rnna s 1.51 1.48
Itinois .... 1.30 1.32
fowa....... 1.34 1.34
Kansas 1.37 1.37
Kentucky... 1.36 1.33
Maryland ... . 1.20 1.18
Missouri..... . 1.44 1.44
Montana .... 1.45 1.44
NEW YOrK ..ouecieiirceierereemraceneeeeneereeeneteennnssnnnsaes 1.14 1.14
OrBgO0N..cuiiiiiicrirssccrenerrsesaeesasscssreassssentnsensssnnanes 1.49 1.45
Pennsylvania.... 1.15 1.16
Rhode Island ... . 1.17 1.17
Tennessee ......... . 1.34 1.35
ULah ceeeecriniiiicrieerccerrcenccrneesscssasscessemsnsessennans 1.38 1.39
VEBIMNONT virireeieierrrereeermanasrerassecesisesesessssanssrnnnsen 1.20 1.18
Virginia...... - 1.23 1.22
WiSCONSIN....eceeeneeceiereieceecsrrerecrneracnrereeeassessrenes 1.21 1.20
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and wives divorced in New York to 1.51

marriages for husbands and 1.48 for wives
divorced in Idaho (table L).

CHILDREN OF THE DIVORCED

The Race of the Children

The race of children of divorced couples was
assigned according to the race of their parents.
When both parents belonged to the same racial
group, their children were automatically as-
signed to the same group. In the cases where the
race of the two parents differed, and one parent
was white, children were assigned to the racial
group of the other parent. Children of Negro-
“other” couples were assigned the Negro group.
When race was reported for only one parent,
children were assigned to that racial group.

The number of children under 18 years in a
family broken by divorce depends little upon
their race, though some small differences be-
tween racial groups could be observed (table M).
The proportion of divorcing couples that re-
ported no children was almost exactly the same
for the three racial groups. Data do not indicate
what proportion of the group reporting no
children under 18 years of age was childless and
what proportion had only grown children 18
years old and older. Small families with one or
two children were slightly more prevalent among
divorcing white couples than among Negroes or
couples of “other” races. Large families, having
four or more children were proportionally most
numerous among the couples of ‘“other” ‘races
and least numerous among white couples; the
percents were 11.1 for the “other” group, 8.9 for
Negroes, and 6.4 for the white group. A similar
pattern can be observed in most reporting
States.

From the distribution of couples by race and
number of children, the number of all children
involved in divorces granted during 1970 was
computed for racial groups (table 22). In the
DRA, excluding Michigan and Ohio, 88 percent
of all children involved in divorce were white, 10
percent were Negro, and about 2 percent be-
longed to other racial groups. Not all racial
groups were represented among the children
involved in divorce in each State: in Missouri,
Tennessee, and Virginia there were no “other”



Table M. Number and percent distribution of divorces by number of children under 18 years of age, according to race:
divorce-registration area, 1970

[Based on sample data. Michigan and Ohio do not report race and are excluded from the total]

Number of children under 18 years of age
Race Total .
6 or Not
None 1 2 3 4 5 more stated
Number

Total 360,188 || 138,607 | 84,398 | 63,478 | 31,878 | 14,094 | 5,361 | 3,374 18,998
White 288,346 || 112,915 | 69,092 | 52,224 | 26,050 | 11,296 | 4,052 | 2,318 10,399
Negro 32,007 12,545 7,337 5,189 2,831 1,385 766 582 1,372
OthEr cecissinaecscssnnssersnsenssersssienssssnseesassassnnan 4,726 1,859 1,034 786 397 253 131 122 144
Not stated 35,109 11,288 6,935 5,279 2,600 1,160 412} - 352 7,083

Percent distribution

Total 100.0 40.6 24.7 18.6 9.3 4.1 1.6 1.0
White 100.0 40.6 24.9 18.8 9.4 4.1 15 0.8
[\ =15 o PPN 100.0 40.9 23.9 16.9 9.2 45 2.5 1.9
Other 100.0 40.6 226 17.2 8.7 55 29 2.7

children involved, and in Vermont there were
only white children. The lowest proportion of
white children in the continental United States
was found in Georgia (79.1 percent) and in
Virginia (81.9 percent); in Alaska and Hawaii
this percent was still lower (77.3 and 30.8
percent). Georgia and Virginia had highest per-
cents of Negro children involved in divorce, 20.4
and 18.1 percent, respectively. Outside of the
South, highest percents of Negro children were
found in Illinois (16.0) and New York (14.8);
while in Idaho, Montana, and Oregon, they
represented 1 percent or less of the total. The
percent of children of “other” races was very
small in the great majority of reporting States;
the exceptions were Hawaii, where 69.2 percent
of children involved in divorce belonged to the
“other” races, Alaska, with 18.2 percent, and
Montana with 10.0 percent. The number of
“other” children was large in California (2,100)
but the percent was low (1.7).

As shown in table 22, in the DRA, the
average number of children per decree was
lowest for the white population (1.19), slightly
higher for Negroes (1.28), and highest for the
“other” group (1.36). For white children the
State averages varied between 1.02 and 1.76, for

Negroes, between 0.88 and 1.91, and for
“other” children between 0.58 and 2.23. In 11
reporting States the average number per decree
was highest for Negro children, in 5 States, for
“other” children, and in 7 States for white
children. The number of children per decree
does not indicate the actual size of divorcing
families, as in a large proportion of divorces
there are no children under 18 years of age. The
actual average number of children per family
that had children is also shown in table 22. In
the DRA there were on the average 2.01 white
children per divorcing couple with children, 2.18
Negro children, and 2.30 “other” children.

The rates of children under 18 years of age
of a given race involved in divorce per 1,000
children of the same race in the population
(including those of widowed, divorced, and
single parents) are given for 1970 in table 23.
The pattern shown by the rates differs from that
shown by the averages, and often the group that
had the lowest average in a State had the highest
rate. For the DRA, the average was lowest for
white children, but the rate for white children
was the highest. State rates were compared if at
least 50 children of a racial group were involved
in divorce and at least 1,000 children of that
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race were found in the State population. Rates
for white and Negro children were compared in
19 States, and in 11 of these States the rate for
white children was higher; in 8 States the rate
for Negro children was higher. In all five
reporting Southern States the rate for white
children was higher than that for Negro children.
Rates for “other” children were in the majority
of cases (7 out of 11) lower than those for white
children. Particularly clear cut is the difference
between Negro and “other” rates, as in all eight
States for which comparisons could be made the
Negro rate was higher.

Children and Age of Parents

The number of children of divorcing couples
is associated with the age of husband and of
wife, both with the age at time of divorce and
the age at time of marriage. In general, the more
children under 18 years that were reported the
higher was the median age of both spouses at
decree (table 24). The median age of the
divorcing mother was 26.2 years when only one
child was reported, and this median increased
consistently to 35.8 years when the number of
children was six or more (table 24). Comparable
medians for divorcing fathers were 28.9 and
39.2 vyears, respectively. Similar increases were
observed for the first and third quartiles. Such a
pattern could be expected: on the average, the
younger the age of the divorcing parents, the less
time they have had to bear children. There was,
however, an important exception to this pattern;
median ages of persons reporting no children
under 18 were higher than medians of parents of
one child and of two children. This was due to
the composite character of the group reporting
no children, as this group included not only
childless couples, but also middle-aged couples
with all children grown. The comparatively high
medians for husbands and wives reporting no
children were primarily due to the latter group.

The proportion with no children declined from
over 50 percent of men and women divorced
while still under 20 years of age to a minimum
of about 25 percent for persons in their thirties,
and then increased to a maximum of 75 percent
of men and 87 percent of women in the oldest
age group that was tabulated, 50 years and over
(table 25). The percent of persons reporting no
children was about twice as high among those
who divorced at age 50 and over as among all
those who divorced in 1970.

Persons who divorce young tend to have no
children or few children. Divorcing persons who
were married young tended to have more chil-
dren than those who were married when they
were older. The median age at marriage for
divorcing wives declined from 23.5 years for the
group reporting no children to 19.5 for those
reporting one child, then the decline became
more gradual and reached 18.5 years for women
reporting six or more children (table 24). The
median age at marriage of the husband does not
present such a clear-cut pattern. In the com-
bined 23 States satisfactorily reporting age at
decree and at marriage, 413,300 children were
involved in divorce in 1970. Their distribution
by age of parents and their average per decree
are shown in table 26. e

These data indicate that the number of
children involved in divorce is affected by the
age of the divorcing parents at time of decree
and at marriage, but the age at marriage is more
important, particularly the mother’s age at
marriage. Data in table 26 show that 59 percent
of all children involved in divorce had a mother
who married when she was under 20 years of
age, 89 percent had a mother who married when
she was under 25 years, and 96 percent had a
mother who married when she was under 30.
The comparable percents for the father were 25,
74, and 90, respectively. No such concentration
was found when the children were distributed
by age of father and mother at decree.

00O
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Table 1. Number of divorces and divorce rates with percent changes from preceding years: United States, 1940-76

Rate ‘::tre

Number Pircent 1 Fgéo Percent 1,000 Percent

Year of change ‘ change married | change

divorces in num- | total in rate women in rate

ber popu- 15 years
lation and over

19761 1,077,000 +4.0 5.0 +2.0 .-- ---
1975 1,036,000 +6.0 49 +6.5 203 +5.2
1974 e veiiricninirireninaascssnensassnsennnnes 977,000 +6.8 46 +4.5 193 +6.0
1973 915,000 +8.3 4.4 +7.3 18.2 +7.1
1972 845,000 +9.3 4.1 +10.8 17.0 +7.6
1971 773,000 +3.2 3.7 +5.7 15.8 +6.0
1970, 708,000 +10.8 35 +9.4 149 +11.2
1969 639,000 +9.4 3.2 +10.3 13.4 +7.2
1968 584,000 +11.7 29 +11.5 12,5 +11.6
1967 523,000 +4.8 2.6 +4.0 11.2 +2.8
1966 499,000 +4.2 25 - 10.9 +2.8
1965 479,000 +6.4 25 +4.2 106 +6.0
1964 450,000 +5.1 24 +4.3 10.0 +4.2
1963 428,000 +3.6 2.3 +4.5 9.6 +2.1
1962 413,000 -0.2 22 -43 9.4 -2.1
1961 414,000 +6.3 2.3 +4.5 9.6 +4.3
1960 393,000 -0.5 2.2 - 9.2 -1.1
1959 395,000 +7.3 2.2 +4.8 9.3 +4.5
1958 368,000 -34 2.1 -4.5 8.9 -3.3
1957 381,000 -0.3 22 -4.3 9.2 -2.1
TOBB.eeeriecssnnissssorssrassssanserasssassessssnsasssasssssnusessassas 382,000 +1.3 2.3 - 9.4 +1.1
1955, 377,000 -0.5 23 -4.2 9.3 -2.1
1954 iricireeniesisresessssesnassesssanesessanse 379,000 -2.8 24 -4.0 9.5 -4.0
1953 390,000 -0.5 25 - 9.9 -2.0
1962 392,000 +2.9 2.5 - 10.1 +2.0
1951 cceeeroiranrescrrncncssnaisassnsersnarenes 381,000 -1.1 25 -3.8 9,9 -39
1950......cccrimrasessrsccnsennanseerssssssosssssasasansoese 385,144 -3.0 2.6 -3.7 10.3 -2.8
1949....ccccnrrrnicersssencseossencenessonsensanes 397,000 -2.7 2.7 -3.6 10.6 -5.4
OABcoenecroeeeeerssasssesssrssnssensesaressssrossessrssnneanansasnnnes 408,000 -15.5 28 -17.6 11.2 -17.6
1947 483,000 -20.8 3.4 -20.9 13.6 -24.0
T1946.cccuriiricnrnesecssssnsnasssesssansesssnseessransseesses 610,000 +25.8 4.3 +22.9 179 +24.3
1945 485,000 +21.3 35 +20.7 14.4 +20.0
TO4...coivccirniristeininsiinssassssesnansssensrasnssnnassamsasssse naase 400,000 +11.4 2.9 +11.5 120 +9.1
1943 359,000 +11.8 26 +8.3 11.0 +8.9
1942 321,000 +9.6 24 +9.1 10.1 +7.4
1941 293,000 +11.0 2.2 +10.0 94 +6.8
1940......ccvcerrecene 264,000 ces 2.0 e 8.8 ves

1provisional data.
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Table 2. Annual changes in divorce totals and cumulative changes since 1955 due to changes in population and to other causes: United

States, 1955-75

Number Change from preceding year Cumulative change since 1965
of
divorces Due to Due to
Year and changes Due to changes Due to
. Total . other Total . other
annul- in popu- in popu-
ments lation causes lation causes
1,036,000 | +59,000 +59,000 | +659,000} +97,000 +562,000
977,000 | +62,000 +1,000 | +61,000 | +600,000| +97,000 +503,000
915,000 | +70,000 || +10,000 | +60,000 { +538,000{ +96,000 +442,000
845,000 | +72,000 || +12,000 | +60,000 | +468,000|| +86,000 +382,000
773,000 | +65,000 +4,000 | +61,000 | +396,000{ +74,000 +322,000
708,000 | +69,000 +9,000 | +60,000 | +331,000|! +70,000 +261,000
639,000 | +55,000 || +11,000 | +44,000 | +262,000( +61,000 +201,000
584,000 | +61,000 +1,000 | +60,000 | +207,000}] +50,000 +157,000
523,000 | +24,000 +6,000 | +18,000 | +146,000| +49,000 +97,000
499,000 | +20,000 +7,000 | +13,000 | +122,000|f +43,000 +79,000
479,000 | +29,000 +7,000 | +22,000 | +102,000)] +36,000 +66,000
450,000 | +22,000 +5,000 | +17,000 +73,000{ +29,000 +44,000
428,000 | +15,000 +4,000 | +11,000 +51,000{ +24,000 +27,000
413,000 -1,000 +8,000 -9,000 +36,000 | +20,000 +16,000
414,000 | +21,000 -1,000 | +22,000 +37,000|] +12,000 +25,000
393,000 -2,000 +3,000 -5,000 +16,000f +13,000 +3,000
395,000 | +27,000 +5,000 | +22,000 +18,000|} +10,000 +8,000
368,000 | —13,000 +3,000 | -16,000 -9,000 +5,000 -14,000
381,000 ~1,000 -1,000 - +4,000 +2,000 +2,000
382,000 +5,000 +3,000 +2,000 +5,000 +3,000 +2,000
377,000
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Table 3. Divorce rates per 1,000 population, with percent changes: United States and selected foreign countries, 1960 and 1970

[Countries are listed by magnitude of change. Source of data: United Nations, Demographic Yearbook, 1968 and 1974; 1970 for China}

Divorce rate

Country Percent
1970 | 1960 change
QAN .vvvrecremmmreresmeneenesssarssssssnnssssanenss sseses sesass se sosassssnnsssessenssssesssss nassessss sesssens sesssansssnnsnsssasesnnnan 1.36 0.39 +248.7
Dominican Republic - eeetsanasecertressnsananeriaeassessusanenansnsiran 0.92 0.29 +217.2
SCOLIANA tareereremaneenmmaeeeeerenesressessersonsenarmantennoransamtessesasasassnaeass rasssssssssaserssnce 0.88 | 0.35 +151.4
England and Wales . 1.18 | 0.51 +131.4
Poland 1.06 | 050 +112.0
Soviet Union ....... 2.62 1.3 +101.5
New Zealand 1.12 0.69 +62.3
INETHEIIANGAS ¢ reeeeeessrecneesreraereesessssretresasie et nsessssont sssssratss oersmssmnss sosrasesss shsssassngsesasnessens svssasasse smosssesnans sossanassossses 079 | 0.49 +61.2
United States. 347 | 2.18 +59.2
FINIAN.cecicircncssarinnearesenacsnnmesammassnsescsssssamnsenes 1.29 | 0.82 +57.3
CZECNO0SIOVAKIA ceeieerariisssrssssrsisrorsrseisessansrarmsssssnsonissssssees sasmasanssesssssassessansassases essasssssesersoassses rasssanasnsssnnnnsss sasnsns 1.74 1.12 +55.4
AUSEIAlIBuansane i crerresimrercerscncssssnassesseserssaseessssasas vosacs sessassassanse 098 | 0.65 +50.8
Germany, Federal Republic ofl - 1.24 0.83 +49.4
UPUGUAY cecvereraraancernanansenmemeeesmmsessmsseesissssssssnsnsssssssasssssassssenessassnsossensas s moense 1.01 0.68 +48.5
IMEXICO coernieesremrinesnsanancsscsssssmsarensesssessonterssnsnsesssossassnassssrsnessessrssassassssnsasssensanss 0.57 0.42 +35.7
VT Ta 1T o T, 1.61 1.20 +34.2
Hungary 2.22 1.66 +33.7
NOTIWAEY covevensiscaiserinnsnsissiinssossiecsnsanmsessssanssnes 0.88 0.66 +33.3
GreBCE courrareesrsensassssrarassssnsans 040 | 0.30 +33.3
DenmMark ... snsnermersmarernsarsieisne 1.93 1.46 +32.2
BelGilm cuveeeseresasaceresnmassesnasaerosnaessssmsnsssoasssasnes 0.66 0.50 +32.0
BUIGArTa cocrrcssrrnaninsmneasecssasicensnessssonsssrassesasananssnnas 1.16 0.90 +28.9
B =1 - 1o VTP 094 | 0.74 +27.0
AUSTFia ooveeesenseees 1.40 1.13 +23.9
Democratic Republic 0f GEIMAaNY L ......iiceeecceerersssrrserssressrrssesensresssssasessesssssssessasssasassasanes 1.61 1.34 +20.1
FLANCE2 ....uveeeverererrrsearemsenssrsessessanessessesssnsesssnassessasas 0.79 | 0.66 +19.7
Switzerland ... 1.02 | 0.87 +17.2
LEDANON crteeeereraaserrsncessssarasensenssesssmnensssansssassnnssssssessesasess sessessssesssesrestsssansessssassonsessassanessessases 0.45 0.43 +4.7
China {TaIWan)2....cccccimeresismnncecsmis s ssessesossessassansesssnsssssnnes 039 | 044 -114
GUATEMIAIA cereerueecrerasierrsesicorarasassssrensesssasses srasss sassessranansansssas sesass ssosnnsessssases ssannsessbasss smbnenssunsesssonssonssnsssessssnssonses 0.13 0.15 -13.3
Yugoslavia 1.01 1.20 -15.8
Egypt3 2.07 | 4251 -17.5
ISFABI ceevereeererecrennsnavaseersseesnseanseseressenseanaeseansnasnansaraenemssees saeras 0.81 1.05 -229
Portugal 006 | 0.08 -25.0
Syria 0.57 0.78 -26.9
Turkey 028 | 0.40 -30.0
12 1 TR, 0.58 1.17 -50.4
ROM@N18cacaeammiriereinsssesersascanssnnenesnsnecse 0.38 2.01 -81.1

lIncludes the relevant parts of Berlin.
2provisional data.

3Data include “revocable divorces” among the Moslem population which approximate legal separations.

4Rate listed under United Arab Republic.



Table 4. Number of divorces and divorce rates per 1,000 married women, with percent changes: United States, each region, division, and
State, 1960 and 1970

. Rate per 1,000
Number of divorces married women
Region, division, and State
Percent Percent
1970 1960 change 1970 1960 change
United States] .......ccoveeeveinecccsennrencncsecesenresissssessesssesaens 708,000 393,000 80.2 14.9 9.2 62.0
Region:
NOFEREESE weeveiiieeeeiiiriicttsiecsetiresseatrreesestnreesromrenvssrasaseesvonnaesssanes 86,000 239,000 120.5 7.5 23.6 108.3
North Central 186,000 | 2106,000 75.5 14.1 285 65.9
Southl.... 242,000 | 152,000 59.2| 162 117 385
WWEST cuiiriirescisimnennreireseesnesarerienanessrevsneesssrssesssnssesessasssssnensssnserases 194,000 196,000 102.1 239 | 1144 66.0
Division:
New ENgland ...cociieciiieeciicieccrnsr e srsssecstene e esse e sbssessbesssnnes 25,807 212,842 101.0 9.6 252 84.6
Middle Atlantic ...... 59,860 26,255 128.0 6.8 3.1 1194
East North Central . 2129,828 177,639 67.2 | 2138 139 55.1
West North Central. 48,169 228,533 68.8 12.6 277 63.6
South Atlantic........ 106,103 55,526 91.1 14.5 9.1 59.3
East South Central . 50,607 239,139 29.3 16.7 | 214.0 19.3
West South Central?... 82,747 55,000 50.4 18.1 13.7 32.1
Mountain.....ccceeeeeees 48,995 228,846 69.9 255 | 21g8.1 40.9
PACITIC coacenrireceisistiiiioricternnaeeesreneeeseeaseesrensnaesresastessaannsrossssneannens 144,696 66,395 117.9 23.3 13.1 77.9
New England:
MINE et rerecec et s trrte e re e s st st sesa e reeseessanessans s reesnsnns 3,853 2,168 77.7 16.8 9.6 ° 75.0
New Hampshire 2,433 1,119 1174 14.1 7.7 83.1
Vermont........... 1,028 463 122.0 103 5.2 98.1
Massachusetts... 10,994 25,692 96.6 8.7 24,7 85.1
Rhode island.... 1,687 954 76.8 7.8 4.7 66.0
CONNECTICUL e ererreererrrreceerrsrarsrerereeeereresecssssssnnsernensessssossesssronansensane 5,812 2,546 128.3 8.1 4.1 97.6
Middle Atlantic:
NEW YOIK .. meieiivirieieiiescsiiissisrersrrecsenresssersasessrersnesrssrarassassessassssnns 26,404 7,235 264.9 6.2 1.8 2444
New Jersey .... 10,834 4,591 136.0 6.3 3.0 110.0
Pennsylvania.. verevnneerenaaaeseres 22,622 14,429 56.8 8.1 6.2 655.8
East North Central:
i 39,302 22,960 71.2 15.7 9.8 60.2
215,153 112,794 3774 | 2184 | 1113 62.8
HIINOIS et itirce i trtnneseeererrececeseressersrraneeeeereesssssrnssassssnnsnssennen 36,450 21,809 67.1 141 8.9 58.4
Michigan. 29,993 16,416 82.7 14.6 8.8 65.9
WISCOMSIN coeeeriiiieiiiiiiiectiisseneecesreneeeesssneeeraranstssresennessesssssessaessnnnons 8,930 3,660 144.0 8.9 4.0 1225
West North Central:
VINTIES0 A veeerrrreeeeecerresennssnannsernrensesersessasessesnetssesnresessnosssensasasssnsas 8,290 4,139 100.3 9.7 5.3 83.0
lowa....... 7,188 4,559 57.7 10.7 6.8 57.4
MiSSOUri.verrennne 17,852 | 211,484 55.5 15.9 | 2108 47.2
North Dakota... 985 596 65.3 7.1 4.2 69.0
South Dakota... 1,357 794 70.9 9.0 5.1 76.5
Nebraska.......... 3,712 2,151 72.6 10.6 6.3 68.3
ICANSAS crecueerrrenieerrreeeeriraesusstisseessonsreerresessstsrssinsssoonsesmnsassesssnssssssane 8,785 4,810 82.6 16.1 8.9 80.9

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 4. Number of divorces and divorce rates per 1,000 married women, with percent changes: United States, each region, division, and
State, 1960 and 1970—Con.

—_——

Region, division, and State

Number of divorces

Rate per 1,000
married women

Percent Percent
1970 1960 change 1970 1960 change
South Atlantic:
Delaware 1,732 693 149.9 13.5 6.4 1109
Maryland rerrnesessrantraerssersueasansannenas 9,252 5,140 80.0 10.0 6.9 449
District of ColUMDIia.ciiiicirieiorssreercasemmrcnisssseesismsestessessssornsessssssnes 2,268 1,142 98.6 15.3 6.7 1284
Virginia 11,879 7.368 61.2 10.8 8.0 35.0
West Virginia..esmescrssesarsemsmiscssrssresssssassrssases 5,684 3,574 56.2 13.3 8.2 62.2
North Caroling ..ccoseeeersacienieniissen 13,702 6,047 126.6 11.2 5.7 96.5
South Carolina 5,829 3,068 90.0 9.9 59 67.8
Georgia...eenneee 18,649 8,940 108.6 173 9.8 76.5
Florida 37,208 19,654 90.3 21.7 15.6 39.1
East South Central:
Kentucky 10,664 27,528 41.7 140} 2106 32.1
TEeNNeSSee cucuerrirecacrrsrneenrsnnnee 16,623 9,053 83.6 174 10.6 64.2
Alabama....... 15,109 17,320 -12.8 18.6 229 -18.8
Mississippi 8,211 5,237 56.8 16.6 109 52.3
West South Central:
ATKANSES2 ovvvernnreeresssenreresnseessassesssnonns 9,310 5,377 73.1 19.7 125 57.6
LOUTSIANGZ «vuveereemsreemomsensesrmsssassrassssssanssesssrassessanas sessassesnasssesmanssaren 5,065 4,142 * 9.6 5.6 714
Oklahoma 16,842 10,749 56.7 26.6 18.6 43.0
T OX@Susureeisessanesrssssstessssessensasesstnseass stvmnetssonansesnennneeevessansnsnnsenaransenses 51,530 34,732 484 19.4 15.2 27.6
Mountain:
Montana 3,047 2,006 51.9 19.1 12.8 49,2
E@NO0usreeicirnranieosssiiesessennessissserssmssasrnrsssssrssasassnsnaresseansnoenenssssemnresars 3,612 2,592 39.4 21.1 16.4 28.7
Wyoming 1,797 1,308 374 225 16.5 36.4
Colorado 10,400 4,728 120.0 202 11.3 78.8
New Mexico 4,375 22,811 55.6 21.3 | 2133 60.2
Arizona 12,714 4,780 166.0 30.6 159 925
Utah 3,912 2,166 80.6 16.6 108 523
Nevada 9,138 8,455 8.1 78.11 1210 -35.5
Pacific:
Washington 17,887 9,341 91.5 22.0 135 63.0
Oregon 9,583 5,720 67.5 18.7 13.1 42.7
California ... 112,942 49,276 129.2 24.3 13.0 86.9
Alaska .coeven 1,695 788 115.1 26.4 17.0 55.3
Hawaii. 2,589 1,270 103.9 15.5 9.8 58.2

Ipata include estimates.
2Data are incomplete.

3Estimates for nonreporting areas of the State included in the computation of the change.
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Tahle 5. Divorce rates per 1,000 population: United States, each region, division, and State, 1960-75

{Rates per 1,000 population in each area]

Region, division, and State 1975 { 1974 | 1973 | 1972 | 1971 | 1970 | 1969 | 1968 | 1967 | 1966 | 1965 | 1964 | 1963 | 1962 | 1961 | 1960
United Statesl.......cccnnes 49 4.6 44 4.1 3.7 35 3.2 2.9 26 25 25 241 23 2.2 2.3 2.2
Region
Northeast 3.1 3.0 2.7 24 20 1.8 1.6 14 1.1 1.1 1.0 1.0 0.9 0.9 0.8 209
North Centrall 4.5 4.3 4.1 38 3.5 3.2 3.2 29 26 25 24 2.2 2.2 21 22 21
Southl 5.5 5.2 4.9 4.6 4.2 39 3.6 34 3.1 3.0 2.9 2.8 2.8 2.7 2.8 2.8
West 6.5 6.3 6.0 5.7 5.6 56| 4.7 | 143 | 131 140 | 140 | 138 | 136 | 136 | 135 234
Northeast:
New England ....covievecrcesnvnnns 35| 233 29 28 25 22 2.1 19| 218 1.8 1.6 1.5 1.3 13 1.3 21.2
Middle Atlantic 3.0 29 2.7 23 19 1.6 1.4 1.2 0.9 0.9 0.8 0.8 0.7 0.7 0.7 08
North Central:
East North Central... . 45 . . . *| 133 130 | 127 126 25 23 2.2 22 23 24
West North Central .. 4.2 3.8 36 3.4 3.2 3.0 238 26 24 2.2 21 21 2.0 20| 219 219
South
South Atlantic .. 5.2 4.8 4.6 4.3 38 35 33 3.0 2.8 26| 228 2.3 23 2.2 22 21
East South Central 5.5 5.3 5.0 4.7 4.2 4.0 3.6 33 3.0 2.8 28 28 2.8 28] 23.2 *
West South Central . . . 5.2 438 * 3.9 3.9 3.7 b . * . * d *
West:
Mountain2. 7.3 7.1 . . . 5.9 . . . + | 150 *{ 249 ]| 149 | 145 4.2
Pacific 6.3 6.0 5.8 5.5 53 5.5 43 4.0 3.7 3.6 37 33| 132| 13.2]| 232 3.1
Division
New England: g
i 5.2 4.7 44 4.1 39 3.9 3.5 3.2 341 2.7 26 24 2.2 24 2.0 2.2
5.2 5.0 4.9 4.1 39 3.3 3.2 3.0 2.5 25 23 2.2 24 2.2 1.8 18
41| 235 34 2.7 26 23 1.8 1.8 1.6 15 1.5 15 1.3 1.2 1.2 1.2
28 2.8 2.5 25 22 1.9 20 1.8 1.3 1.9 1.6 1.3 1.1 1.2 1.1 231
2.9 2.7 25 21 19 1.8 14 1.1 210 1.4 13 1.2 1.2 1.1 1.2 11
4.0 35 26 2.7 23 19 1.9 1.8 1.6 1.5 1.3 1.3 1.2 1.1 1.1 1.0
Middle Atlantic:
New York .. 3.1 3.0 26 2.2 18 14 1.2 0.8 04 0.4 0.5 04 0.4 04 04 0.4
New Jersey. 27 2.7 3.0 24 18 15 1.5 1.1 1.0 1.0 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8
Pennsylvania .. 3.0 2.8 26 23 21 1.9 1.8 1.7 1.6 1.5 14 14 13 1.3 1.2 1.3
East North Central:
Ohio. 49 4.6 45 4.2 39 3.7 3.3 3.0 2.8 2.7 2.5 2.5 24 23 23 24
Indi *| 264 * . . *| 346 | 47| 336| 336 338 3.3 3.2 3.3 32 2.7
" 4.6 4.3 4.0 3.8 36 33 3.3 29 2.6 26 23 2.0 20 1.8 26 2.2
Michigan ..cieviermeresessarerescasesesnans 45 46 4.4 4.0 35 34 3.2 2.9 2.7 26 24 24 22 2.2 2.1 21
Wi 28 2.7 25 2.3 2.0 2.0 19 1.7 14 1.3 1.3 1.3 1.2 1.1 11 0.9

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 5. Divorce rates per 1,000 population: United States, each region, division, and State, 1960-75—Con.

{Rates per 1,000 population in each area]

Region, division, and State 1975 | 1974 | 1973 | 1972 | 1971 | 1970 ] 1969 | 1968 | 1967 | 1966 | 1965 | 1964 | 1963 | 1962 | 1961 | 1960
West North Central:
VI, T 1T J— rarassinasasasernere 34 3.1 29 2.6 25 2.2 20 1.8 1.7 1.5 14 1.5 13 1.3 1.2 1.2
lowa. 36 33 3.2 29 27 25 2.5 2.3 22 2.0 1.9 18 1.8 1.7 1.7 1.7
Mi: i 5.1 4.6 4.6 4.4 4.1 3.8 3.8 3.6 3.2 3.1 29 29 29 28| 227 227
North Dakota.... 2.7 25 22 20 19 1.6 15 1.4 14 1.2 1.1 1.2 1.1 1.0 1.0 0.9
South Dakota.... 33 3.0 26 24 21 2.0 1.9 19 1.6 1.4 1.5 1.4 13 1.2 1.2 1.2
Nebras} 36 34 3.2 29 2.7 25 23 21 20 1.8 1.7 1.7 1.7 1.6 1.6 15
Kansas 5.5 5.1 46 4.4 4.2 39 34 3.1 3.0 27 26 26 24 24 23 2.2
South Atlantic:
Del 48 4.1 3.8 3.2 33 3.2 29 1.9 1.7 1.6 1.5 1.3 1.3 1.2 13 1.6
Maryland .....ocoueuinrees 3.8 3.7 35 28 25 24 2.3 22 2.0 2.0 20 19 1.9 1.9 1.7 1.7
District of Columbia 5.3 4.4 4.0 44 3.5 3.0 2.8 27 23 2.3 1.7 1.5 15 1.5 1.5 1.5
Virginia 39 34 3.3 3.0 28 2.6 24 23 21 2.1 20 20 1.9 1.8 1.8 1.9
West Virgi 48 4.0 3.9 35 3.5 3.2 26 24 22 2.2 24 2.1 2.1 241 21 1.9
North Carolina.. 4.1 3.7 3.5 3.3 3.0 2.7 25 24 24 23 2.3 1.5 1.5 14 1.4 1.3
South Carolina.. 34 3.2 3.0 28 25 23 2.0 1.7 14 1.2 1.2 1.0 1.0 1.1 1.3 1.3
Georgia ... 6.0 5.5 5.2 4.7 4.3 4.1 3.7 34 3.2 29| 227 2.6 25 24 24 23
Florids 76 74 7.3 7.0 6.2 6.5 5.5 5.1 4.7 43 4.4 42 4.1 4.1 4.2 39
East South Central:
K ky 43 4.1 39 3.6 34 3.3 3.0 3.1 24 2.1 26 25 23 23| 224 M
Ti 59 5.7 53 5.1 44 4.2 39 3.4 3.2 3.0 29 28 28 26 286 25
Alab 64 5.9 6.8 5.4 4.9 44 4.0 3.6 34 3.2 3.2 3.2 3.7 3.7 5.3 5.3
Mississi 5.2 5.1 47 4.5 4.0 3.7 3.2 3.0 2.8 2.7 25 25 24 24 24 24
West South Central:
Arkansas . 79| 27.7] 275 7.2 67| 248 4.6 43 4.1 233 34 23.1] 234 34| 232 -
] H'H » - » 2.8 2.6 - - - - - * - - - - -
Oklah 7.6 8.3 7.5 69 6.3 6.6 6.1 5.7 5.1 49 48 5.0 48| 6] 147 4.6
TEXAS ceorerernsarcnensnens 6.3 5.8 54 5.2 4.3 4.6 42 4.5 4.2 4.0 38 39 3.8 36| 236 3.6
Mountain:
Mor 6.7 5.4 5.2 5.0 48 4.4 4.0 3.7 34 3.0 2.8 2.8 27 28 29 3.0
{3, 1. J— SR 6.3 6.0 56 5.1 5.0 5.1 4.9 4.7 45 4.4 4.1 4.2 4.1 3.7 3.9 39
Wyomi 2.6 7.0 64 6.4 5.8 5.4 5.4 5.1 4.9 4.6 4.3 4.2 4.1 4.0 39 4.0
Colorado ..creeees FR—— 6.2 6.0 59 5.3 5.2 4.7 43 4.2 4.0 37| 334 132 135]| 136| 131 2.7
New Mexico? 73 7.0 * . . 43 d . - b 36 . 35 3.7 3.4 3.0
Arizona* .... 79 7.9 6.8 6.7 7.9 7.2 7.0 6.4 62| 357 5.4 5.7 5.6 53 5.0 3.7
Utah 8.1 4.8 4.6 4.4 4.0 3.7 3.7 3.3 3.2 3.1 29 3.0 2.7 2.6 25 24
Nevada...ooaseierersnensares vaserareane 178} 175| 182| 219| 185| 187 | 240| 225| 223| 214 230 283 | 248 271| 264 29.6
Pacific:
Washing 73 6.9 6.3 6.0 5.6 5.2 49 4.8 4.0 3.8 39 37| 134 133} 232 33
Oregon... 6.8 6.0 5.6 54 5.0 4.6 43 4.1 3.8 3.5 3.2 34 3.3 3.3 34 3.2
California 6.1 5.8 5.7 5.4 54 8.7 4.2 3.9 3.7 3.7 3.8 33 3.2 3.2 3.1 3.1
Alaska.... 8.1 7.3 6.2 6.6 5.6 5.6 54 4.8 43 4.1 4.2 3.9 3.8 38 39 3.5
Hawaii 4.9 49 5.0 4.8 4.7 34 29 24 19 1.2 1.6 24 22 2.1 24 20

1pata include estimates.
2Data are incomplete.
3Data are estimated.
4Divorce petitions filed.
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Table 6. Divorce rates for metropolitan and nonmetropolitan areas: United States, each region, division, and State, 1960, 1965, and

1970
Metropolitan area Nonmetropolitan area
Rate Rate
per per
Region, division, and State Rate per !'000 1,000 Rate per 1'000 1,000
population married population married
women women
1970 | 1965 | 1960 1970 1970 | 1965 | 1960 1970
United StateS..eeermicemuurireiiessernenererrennassssasesssrasaseonnns 3.7 2.6 2.3 15.7 3.1 22 2.1 13.0
Region:
Northeast........ 1.6 1.0 0.9 7.0 2.2 1.2 1.0 9.3
North Central 3.6 2.7 24 15.4 26 1.9 1.6 111
South.. 4.4 34 3.1 18.5 3.3 25 25 13.7
WWESE coveievesiereeeasiseremcaeaeaensaecassarmnasosrmmeneesrosasssssanmanarsnansasessane 5.8 4.2 3.6 25.0 4.6 34 2.9 19.4
Division:
New England® . .. ... 20 14 1.1 87| 20 20 16 12.4
Middle AtlANTIC .cuceeiemememeienrirreererrerreeenrereneessssseseraresesnennnns 1.5 0.8 0.8 6.5 19 0.9 0.8 8.0
Ea5t NOFth CENtralZ.....ieeceerrmenieresmessnesessmssesssssssesssssressonane 3.6 2.6 2.3 15.6 29 2.2 1.8 121
West NOrth Central ce...u.ueeseeeseseresrossosrssseens 37| 228 225 1682 222( 215 %13 292
South Atlantic ........... 38| 23.0| 225 158 | 30| 221| 218 12.7
East South Central..... 4.4 3.2 3.0 18.9 3.6 2.6 3.5 15.2
West South Central? 5.1 4.3 4.0 21.6 3.3 2.9 2.7 13.9
Mountain ....... . 71| %62 | 254 304 | 2424| 236| 231 219.1
PaACIfIC ceeeereerreeritrrerreetniresrenescesinennvoneeecarrescanmrorerearnanas 5.6 3.8 3.2 23.9 4.8 33 2.8 19.8
New England:
MAINEL c.cceeccrreeecenecesrasesaserresaseesenssescrsossasssesnassessranasersne 4.7 29 26 204 3.7 25 2.1 16.0
New Hampshirel..... 3.0 2.1 1.8 13.2 34 2.4 1.9 14.5
Vermontl .....oveceerenereecnnesescrnns .. . .. . 2.3 1.5 1.2 10.3
Massachusetts!........coecvvierreereerenne 1.9 14 1.1 8.5 3.1 23 1.3 12.6
Rhode Istandl . 1.9 1.3 1.1 8.0 14 14 1.0 6.6
CONNECHICULYL ....c.eeveerieeeeesrnernresnrerssairnesssnrsanesnessnsesessnnne 1.8 1.3 0.9 7.8 2.2 1.6 1.3 9.3
Middle Atlantic:
New York ..... 1.4 0.4 0.4 5.8 19 0.6 0.6 8.3
New Jersey.... . 1.5 0.8 0.8 6.3 15 0.8 0.7 6.3
PenNSYIVANIA ....covveerieiimmeniiireeciorirearitrrnanneserrnssessnresseressasanes 1.9 14 1.3 7.9 2.1 14 1.1 8.9
East North Central:
ORi0. ciirireiiniesenserennineeisiirressionisantnenressuernssossenssansanessonnsnsssnns 3.8 26 25 16.4 3.2 2.3 19 13.3
v | 2481 a2 2.9 2195 | 243 3.4 26 2174
THINOIS.ceeereieranncrncraensnearerrersarsensnsnenensascesseransssssnnnnsrencannennen 3.3 24 23 14.3 3.3 1.9 1.9 134
MICHIGAN ..o rrcrrrererceraerrreraec e ransesennn e seese st esnrnnnenes 35| 226 223 16.3 29{ 220| 217 125
Wisconsin. tervrestetennesestonmetitarvroenssemrensas 24 1.5 1.2 10.8 15 1.1 0.7 6.5
West North Central:
Minnesota.. 2.9 2.1 1.6 129 1.3 0.5 0.8 5.5
JOW.tiiierreciinerseeeeseseereeesetnaesannesssnerroeansesrasasserssansassnnnantorns 3.6 2.8 2.6 15.6 2.0 1.4 1.2 8.1
Missouri........ el 4] 2330 231 176 ] 233 | 224 | 221 2131
NOFth Dakota......cccviimmiaiieeiimmiarieniionnieeeresmenscemssserneenen 2.3 1.5 1.9 10.6 15 1.1 0.8 6.7
SOULh DaKOta...cueceeeeiiciiceiraeaesecreesiecresssirauessmssmmmssaerersnees 2.8 23 2.0 12.1 1.9 1.3 1.0 8.5
NEBIASKA ...eeeirereererererarnrmneeeterirreeesessanserasneeessreeerasssnssssenmnas 3.5 25 24 15.6 1.7 1.2 1.0 7.2
K ANSAS. ceeeeeieiinmnacnneraeanreiriserreneaccnareersseesreeesessanmnanassenseernras 5.0 3.4 2.9 20.7 3.1 2.1 1.8 12.8
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Table 6. Divorce rates for metropolitan and nonmetropolitan areas: United States, each region, division, and State, 1960, 1965, and

1970—Con.
Metropolitan area Nonmetropolitan area
‘ Rate Rate
per per
Region, division, and State Rate per 1.'000 1,000 Rate per 1.'000 1,000
population married population married
women women
1970 | 1965 | 1960 1970 1970 | 1965 | 1960 1970
South Atlantic:
Del e 3.1 15 1.7 135 3.2 15 13 135
Maryland.. 2.3 2.0 1.7 9.9 25 19 14 105
District of Columbia 3.0 1.7 15 15.3 . .o cee ves
Virginia.... 29 28 2.2 12.3 2.0 1.1 14 8.4
West Virginia 3.6 2.6 2.2 14.6 3.0 19 18 12.7
North Carolina 3.1 29 1.7 13.1 24 2.0 12 10.1
South Carolina 2.8 1.9 1.8 123 1.8 0.8 1.1 8.3
Georgia ... 51| 236| 231 218] 30| 219| 21 129
Florida 5.3 4.2 3.8 21.2 5.9 4.3 43 228
East South Central:
Kentucky 37| 230 | 23.0 16.0 30| 224 | 228 12.7
Tenn 4.3 3.0 2.8 18.2 42 28 2.3 16.7
AlBDEIMNIA «evveriranciserreeesanmeasssssuasserssassessssesassssssensnnoncrssassesnss 5.0 3.5 34 21.3 3.7 29 6.9 15.7
IlISSISSTDPI «eeeensersrssnasssrrecssssssaessssnserssassornassssonaanssrane 4.8 3.0 2.5 216 3.5 24 24 15.5
West South Central:
ATKENSES vocoererersesseraseenenes 59| 247 | 248 248 234| 231] 230 2175
' Louisiana“, 26 22 1.7 11.6 1.6 14 1.4 7.3
Oklahoma ..u.ccesveseens 8.0 56 5.7 326 5.2 4.2 3.8 20.7
Texas . 52| 245 | 242 222 29! 228| 226 12.0
Mountain:
Montana 5.0 3.2 34 218 4.2 2.7 28 18.2
Idaho 4.1 33 3.8 16.9 5.2 4.3 39 219
Wyoming e - . .- 54 4.3 4.0 225
Colorado 53 38 3.1 229 3.2 25 1.9 13.6
New MEXiCO vurrarrrsensseassrenes 64| 252 | 246 284 234 232| 227 2153
Arizona 7.7 6.0 40 32.2 5.7 4.2 29 25.7
Utah 4.1 34 28 185 23 1.9 1.6 10.2
Nevada 204 | 254 | 355 854 | 114 139 128 475
Pacific:
WaShTNGLON vevevererereeesmsessssnsssesssnassesssessssssasesasnansessansasassanes 5.5 3.8 3.4 23.3 4.7 4.1 3.0 19.4
Oregon 4.6 3.2 3.6 19.3 45 3.2 29 17.8
California 5.7 39 3.2 24.6 5.0 3.0 2.7 20.8
Alaska . - - ven 5.6 4.2 3.5 26.4
Hawaii.. 3.6 1.7 23 16.6 25 0.8 1.1 1.1

1Rates for metropolitan and nonmetropolitan State economic areas.

2Total reporting counties.

NOTE: 1960 and 1965 rates taken from reference 4, table 6.
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Table 7. Divorce rates: each standard metropolitan statistical area, 1960, 1965, and 1970

[All 1960 and 1965 rates are for SMSA’s as defined in 1960; the 1970 rates are for SMSA’s as defined in 1970; for New England,

metropolitan State economic areas are used]

Divorce rate per 1,000

. i . Married
Standard metropolitan statistical area Total population women
1970 | 1965 | 1960 1970

AlLSIMSAS ceeiiirrecaicirnsnreessrenieearsssstssssssesstassssstearssssstrasssssastssessenessessarsersssssansensesssrrneasssnuen 3.7 2.6 2.3 15.7
ADIIENE, TRX. titrrrreieienrrreeinvurreeessrasermersaesrerssessaeraressersnsestesssosers enssatessassaressestsssssansnsnossesssnasersessarsasrnn 3.8 3.7 3.8 154
Akron, Ohio ..... 3.4 2.0 2.8 14.3
Albany, Ga. ...... erervesneerresinarnns 45 4.3 2.0 20.3
Albany-Schenectady-Troy, N.Y. ... 2.2 1.1 0.7 9.5
AIDUQUETGUE, NLIVL. eeeeiiiiiceeiiriieercciiieecennrienneteseeasiessssensrssemsermsreacsssnasesassrasssssennasensssteeersassss sorasassnrnnes 6.4 5.2 4.6 28.4
Allentown-Bethlehem-Easton, Pa.-N.J. .. 2.0 1.4 14 7.8
AlTOONE, PA. tiiiiiveeeiieriineriiiiienicoriseriretssaniaenisesieerreassstommastsasesssest cstassmasssrsnasesssernansasrnsssnsssstnessssnnsetonne 1.9 1.3 1.2 7.9
AMANIIO, TEX. wrrreeuiiiirraiieeiimnreetsisanarssioreenrnsestierrmasesstanessiesseensestonensessersessssssssessaranssssssanssessrasenessnnssnses 6.2 4.6 4.3 24.7
Anaheim-Santa Ana-Garden Grove, Calif. 6.1 (1) (1) 25.6
Anderson, Nd. ...ceceeeeieeerieeireeeeseesaenssonns “-- (1) (1) ---
AN ArDOr, MICH. eieiiiaiiiiiieerrcsttenrsecietiecercttsesssreasesssrasaniessnasasssrsonaesssssntessasasssssnassssrnnssassnbeses 3.7 3.0 2.1 17.7
APPIELON-OShKOSH, WiS. eeeurirerarerniseeeninsnracesseasstassarissiestsssmanstessesasasesesrasasssssensmsaststssnsrsstensasssesanss 1.7 1) (1) 7.8
Asheville, N.C. .......... 3.1 3.4 24 12.2
Atlanta, Ga. ............ cerissersseseenannnnes 4.8 3.0 2.6 20.2
Atlantic City, N.J. .... ereeesnerenne 1.7 1.1 1.3 7.3
AUGUSTA, GB.mS.C. ..orereeeiiiireececrirrenicessnteresiontesessostssessosasessrssassssssssssnnsasssssnasessrarsesesssnnntessssssnessssssasens 5.2 4.4 3.7 23.2
Austin, TeX. ....ccceeeee 6.0 4.9 3.8 27.2
Bakersfield, Calif. c.coeiiiirieiiiiiieeeisrneeesssteeeessssseesssesneessessnssessssssersassassaseressrnssaeisssmansssssnnsessssnenes 5.4 3.6 3.2 225
Baltimore, Md. ..... 2.6 2.2 1.9 11.1
Baton Rouge, La. . --- 2.1 2.2 .-~
Bay City, Mich. .cccocveeiivreeeniennenes 29 2.0 1.8 12.9
Beaumont-Port Arthur-Orange, Tex. 43 4.4 3.8 17.9
BillinNgs, MONT. o e i rstenaseeereseessraessstsrrenaassrrenssrsssnasssaasnsssssennnssraansenssronaass 5.4 3.4 4.0 23.2
Biloxi-Gulfport, Miss. 6.2 (1) (1) 284
Binghamton, N.Y.-Pa. 2.5 0.7 0.8 10.3
Birmingham, Ala. ......... terrreanteraraantstteneastertoanerronsarasranaanssrasnnnerisene 5.3 3.8 35 22.2
BIOOMINGLON-NOFME!, Hl. cvereeririrrerrccrieescesrsueesssresesssssoressessscesesnsase 3.2 (1) (1) 14.5
Boise City, 1daho wccvveuererrernas 4.1 (1) 1 16.9
Boston-Lowell-Lawrence, Mass.3 ........... 1.6 1.3 1.0 7.2
Bridgeport-Stamford-Norwalk, Conn. .... 1.7 1.0 0.9 7.3
Brockton, Mass. ......ceccvreeeeriirienecirinnencecnens 2.5 1.6 1.2 10.8
Brownsville-Harlingen-San Benito, Tex. .... 2.4 1.9 1.8 11.8
Bryan-College Station, TEX. ....cceciiresirisersivismesssiosesestsressesiosssensessoneeross sossstssasessessencasasossass 3.5 (1) (1) 15.6
BUFFBI0, INLY . ceiieee s r it ecin e esee s reectrsran st s s snra s essanensaestassserssesntessasasesvannesssseneessanans 25 0.8 0.7 10.7
Canton, Ohio ............. . 3.8 24 25 15.6
Cedar RApidSs, IOWE ..uuuecciiiiiiieierioiecasrsesetisaierrerssssasssssenssstermassessrssssesssassnsssanoasssessesess sorassssasenssssnnossees 3.3 2.7 2.4 13.8
Champaign-Urbana, 11], ..o iiiiiiiiceiiimii et rsctnt et reeres et s sunersssases sasassssrmnnesstssntensssssssssnmnssass 4.0 2.2 1.8 18.7
Charleston, S.C. ........ 2.7 2.1 1.7 125
Charleston, W. Va. ..... 3.6 2.4 2.1 14.6
Charlotte, NuC.  ciiviieeeierrcmeicorisniensssstesesesatstsoscsetsresssessressorsnnsssssseseressensasesssasasessostarsanessassnsosssrannans 2.8 2.8 1.3 11.6
Chattan00oga, TeNN.-Ga. .vceviicrreniniimetinrinreiiseciis it sess e resttssbsesss st asseesstsssnessassssssnanass orsessessone 5.6 4.3 3.3 22.7
Chicago, Nl. wcovecceerirccannes 3.0 2.3 2.1 13.2
Cincinnati, Ohio-Ky.-ind.* 3.4 1.9 2.5 15.0
Cleveland, Ohio ..cccc..eee. 3.6 26 2.2 156.7
Colorado Springs, Colo. 54 4.1 35 23.5
Columbia, Mo. .............. 3.3 (1) (1 15.6
Columbia, S.C. .......... 2.7 1.6 1.8 12,5
Columbus, Ga.-Ala. .... 6.5 5.1 5.0 28.6
Columbus, Ohio ......... . 4.6 3.4 3.6 20.0
Corpus Christi, Tex. ... . 4.7 4.0 3.6 20.7
DAl1a8, TOX. veverrrreernrrrerareeeeereeeissrasrsrssssseeteraraeessassassssssnnesrsesneessassesssnsasssssnasstnssansssessesnsssssonsassnmensessnne 6.6 5.4 4.9 27.4
Davenport-Rock [S1and-Moling, 1owa-lll. .....ioreeiiiirireiieremanrererrencirressiissressassrenseessannusssrrsasserronsnsrer 42 3.6 3.0 17.7

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 7. Divorce rates: each standard metropolitan statistical area, 1960, 1965, and 1970—Con.

[All 1960 and 1965 rates are for SMSA’s as defined in 1960; the 1970 rates are for SMSA’s as defined in 1970; for New England,

metropolitan State economic areas are used]

Divorce rate per 1,000

Standard metropolitan statistical area Total population Tvg::::
1970 | 1965 | 1960 1970
Dayton, Ohio 4.6 3.1 3.1 19.0
Decatur, Hl. 3.8 2.6 2.2 15.5
DENVET, COlO. curirireererimeennerrrsesisiscssnaisaessensnisesssensessnssnsnssesseeseusssssnnasssssanens 53 3.9 3.1 229
Des Moines, towa 4.9 3.5 3.3 20.9
Detroit, Mich. 34 25 23 14.7
Dubuque, lowa 1.8 1.1 0.9 9.1
Dututh-Superior, Minn.-Wis. 2.7 1.5 1.1 11.7
Durham, N.C. 3.3 33 2.0 14.8
El Paso, Tex. 4.8 3.1 4.1 224
Erie, Pa. 25 1.8 1.6 10.8
Eugene, Oreg. 55 34 33 226
Evansville, Ind.-Ky. --- 3.2 26 ---
Fall River-New Bedford, Mass. 23 16 1.2 9.7
Fargo-Moorhead, N.D.-Minn. 22 15 15 10.3
Fayetteville, N.C. 3.2 (1) (1) 15.1
Flint, Mich. 4.0 3.1 2.7 17.3
Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood, Fla. 4.7 4.0 3.1 17.2
Fort Smith, Ark.-Okla. 5.8 3.9 3.0 23.3
Fort Wayne, Ind. --- 29 2.6 -e-
Fort Worth, Tex. 6.4 5.6 49 25.7
Fresno, Calif. 4.4 29 25 19.0
Gadsden, Ala. 5.7 44 3.9 223
Gainesville, Fla. 4.1 (1) (1) 19.4
Galveston-Texas City, Tex. 26 44 5.0 11.0
Gary-Hammond-East Chicago, Ind. 3.6 5.9 2.8 15.8
Grand Rapids, Mich. 3.3 2.5 1.5 144
Great Falls, Mont. 4.6 3.0 29 20.1
Green Bay, Wis. 1.5 1.0 0.6 6.9
Greensboro-Winston-Salem-High Point, N.C.5 3.3 3.3 2.1 13.4
Greenville, S.C. 3.4 2.6 1.9 14.0
Hamilton-Middletown, Ohio 4.3 3.2 3.1 18.0
Harrisburg, Pa. 2.3 19 1.7 93
Hartford-New Britain-Bristol, Conn. 1.9 0.4 0.2 7.9
Honolulu, Hawaii 3.6 1.7 2.3 16.6
Houston, Tex. 5.6 4,7 4.1 234
Huntington-Ashland, W. Va.-Ky.-Ohio6 4.4 3.2 28 178
Huntsville, Ala. 4.6 29 3.2 19.2
Indianapolis, Ind.” ........ 5.2 3.7 3.2 224
Jackson, Mich. 4.4 3.4 28 19.2
Jackson, Miss. 4.1 3.0 25 18.2
Jacksonville, Fla. 6.4 4.2 3.7 275
Jersey City, N.J. 1.2 1.0 0.8 5.2
Johnstown, Pa. 1.3 0.8 0.8 5.6
Kalamazoo, Mich. 4.3 3.2 2.7 19.0
Kansas City, Mo.-Kans. 4.9 3.6 3.4 20.3
Kenosha, Wis. 23 1.6 1.1 9.8
Knoxville, Tenn. 45 3.3 2.9 184
La Crosse, Wis. 1.5 1 (1) 7.0
Lafayette, La. - (1) (1) ---
Lafayette-West L.afayette, Ind. 3.6 (1) (1) 16.1
Lake Charles, La. 3.0 2.2 1.9 13.0
Lancaster, Pa. 1.7 1.6 1.3 7.3
Lansing, Mich. 40 3.0 25 17.9

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 7. Divorce rates: each standard metropolitan statistical area, 1960, 1965, and 1970—Con.

[All 1960 and 1965 rates are for SMSA’s as defined in 1960; the 1970 rates are for SMSA’s as defined in 1970; for New England,

metropolitan State economic areas are used]

Divorce rate per 1,000

. .. . Married
Standard metropolitan statistical area Total population women
1970 | 1965 | 1960 1970
Lar8dO, TEX. ceccsrresirsirsccsossromsassensensasassrescsssantasesonnassossssnsessnassssnssasssesosessasssnmessossnsess 1.0 1.5 15 5.1
LLas Vegas, Nev. .. 184 20.6 30.2 771
Lawton, OKla. ...oiceiiiieiiiiinicriorseeesireeciteseccssssenrasrersassesssraesesssrasios sassnsessssaneessnsnns 9.7 4.6 4.7 43.3
Lexington, KY. ...ccceeerirerecicrrecnnns e rseseiestrsanreenerseseessaaassnnnennasreneesresrraesasnranes 5.3 3.9 3.2 23.1
Lima, ORIO ciivcivecrrenreierecrcrirerencsneererssnmresions . 3.2 2.8 24 13.5
LnCOIN, NBD. ettt s et srsere st eesaesssse s st s esmas e ssbee st ss esasstsssssestssnsanes sassssssessanserassacssessrs 3.7 2.7 25 16.0
Little Rock-North Little ROCK, ArkK. ....ccvvivrreecercrrmreiecnemsecssseneerersonsenes 6.5 5.0 5.3 26.9
Lorain-Elyria, Ohio......coeeeererrenns . 3.0 1.9 1.9 13.0
Los Angeles-Long Beach, Calif. .....cocecemreeccrennean. 5.8 4.2 34 25.2
Louisville, Ky-Ind.8 ..o sereeecnnes . 4.0 3.3 2.8 15.8
LUBDOCK, T@X. weurrreccciirreeierireveaeeeererssserssrenesesssaserssnsesessennons 3.8 3.9 4.6 16.2
Lynchburg, Va. . ereereteensaetessasetestttstarrannranarnrresaeernnnas 2.8 1.9 14 119
MACON, Ga. 1eeeeeiicrrceanccrrerecressrenesetrmessessnssesasssssscssssmseeessssassesssnnesonsonne 5.1 3.1 3.5 21.9
Madison, Wis. ....... . 2.0 1.9 1.3 9.4
Manchester, N.H. .....c.covevevirmmenrvirnneccerinne etreenneesneearnassesrenanes 3.0 2.1 1.8 14.1
Mansfield, OhiO ....veeeeeiicnrcrerissreiesreecesereeeesessassssesssnnee 4.7 {1) (1) 19.7
McAllen-Pharr-Edinburg, TeX. .ucoeeeeeeeereereererssessresrsens 0.6 (1) (1) 29
Memphis, TeNN.FATK. coveiicirrerececcnrmeccerrensressiereseessreseessasnes 3.5 2.5 24 153
Miami, Fla. .eeivieeiirereiccerrmsnrenneenieerrrsesesssnansssnssnseeseosnesaes 5.6 4.9 4.6 225
LN, TEX. werciieiiriiierieicee i ectcsrersaesntee st es s ae st saesanbesasesssnnassssisasaessrnssssssessabessssrsessmmsnnsssessesseans 5.6 4.9 3.8 22.7
IMIIWAUKEE, WIS, ..eeeeeecermeeicerrinerrrrneeciesissseessossesessstmseessssnsasssssnsasesossnas 28 1.5 1.3 12.5
Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minn. ........ccoeeeeu.. 3.0 20 1.7 13.3
MODbile, AlQ. ....oeceeirreceeinreresnrecrenaessniseenreesnsasnrestaes 4.4 2.3 24 19.3
MOAESTO, Calif. .ecevireerecrieseesrrsmrenesresiessessssscesssmescessssceassonsessansssnan 5.5 (1) (1) 226
Monroe, La. 24 2.2 2.2 10.4
Montgomery, Ala. .. 5.0 4.0 3.7 22.2
MUNCIE, INA. .iictiaereerieieieiceceescerraneras sreeeesessescassssvansersenseess srssons --- 9.0 4.1 .-
Muskegon-Muskegon Heights, Mich. ............... 3.6 2.7 25 154
Nashville-Davidson, Tenn. rerereasesnenaterrenneens 4.4 2.6 3.0 185
New Haven-Waterbutry, CONN. .....ceeeerveeervemrverceersseneeennesnnnes 1.9 14 0.9 8.1
New Orleans, La.9 .......oeeveveireneeneersnssisnsesnene terveteertrentersreeeensrneaesaennen 2.6 23 1.4 115
NEW YOTK, NLY e tteetncnerece e rsate s srte s e seresaes s srs s ssesssssessbssesnes susmnssssasases eoramesssassesossssonsasssssnass 1.1 0.3 0.3 4.6
NeWark, Nud. ottt renrc s se s sreee s ens s saassesssessmnssssreanan 1.4 0.8 0.8 6.0
Newport News-Hampton, Va. 2.7 24 2.1 11.5
Norfolk-Portsmouth, Va. ... 3.3 2.7 2.6 14.8
OdESSa, TEX. .ierreceeriniiaceerrsarcsssarssusersssnesrsissssessasescsrassontessnssssssensanssssnnsers 74 6.1 6.1 29.3
Ogden, Utah .............. 5.6 3.7 3.2 241
Oklahoma City, Okla. 6.6 4.9 5.0 27.2
Omaha, Neb.-lowa.. 3.6 25 24 15.8
Orlando, Fla. ..oicievineriiieiresceierrceeneeeeteesirerseessssnssesssassessrasasssrsnsensssssssessrseseeessassan 4.8 . 2.1 1.7 19.9
Owensboro, Ky. ..., 4.4 (1) 1) 18.8
Oxnard-Ventura, Calif. ...... 5.5 (1) (1) 23.6
Paterson-Clifton-Passaic, N.J. ... 15 0.8 05 6.1
Pensacola, Fla. .....cceevvevenneennnn 5.8 5.0 44 24.6
Peoria, lll. .eeeeeereeeeccneneecreens e resntere s ntesessrmreeseranes 4,2 3.0 2.6 175
Petersburg-Colonial Heights, Va. ...c..eiciveiiraniincetcctee s cee e s asescreessanssssnens 2.4 (1) (1) 10.8
Philadelphia, Pa.-N. J. cceceeiiiiricirrereserrreereeersessaerissesessmseeesssosssesssosssss 1.8 1.3 1.2 7.7
PROBNIX, ATIZ. .eoiriireetiiiencieriiencate st tsesr e srteseseeesseraastsassansessnrsssessssssassomsesssessessenssassasssssassasssnmesssnsraen 7.7 6.7 4.1 32.0
PN BIUTE, ATK. .ovcecicereiesersnecernessassarsesssnsacosensassesesnsnsssssenssssssenssssasesssssssssssenes 5.1 (1) (1) 22.7
Pittsburgh, Pa. ... . 1.9 15 1.3 7.8
Pittsfield, Mass. .....cccecrreceecrrincnnen. 25 2.4 1.2 10.8
Portland, Maine ....ccccoeeerrverrenennnens 4.7 29 26 20.4
Portland, Oreg.-Wash. ....iiicciimcrcerinectinnnenisrsnseenessrrssssssssessesssessssonssssersasssssrssssnns . 46 33 3.6 19.2

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 7. Divorce rates: each standard metropolitan statistical area, 1960, 1965, and 1970—Con.

[All 1960 and 1965 rates are for SMSA’s as defined in 1960; the 1970 rates are for SMSA’s as defined in 1970; for New England,

metropolitan State economic areas are used]

Standard metropolitan statistical area

Divorce rate per 1,000

Total population

Married
women

1970 | 1965 | 1960 1970

Providence, R.I

Provo-Orem, Utah

Pueblo, Colo.
Racine, Wis.

Raleigh, N.C.

Reading, Pa.

Reno, Nev.
Richmond, Va.

Roanoke, Va.

Rochester, Minn.

Rochester, N.Y.

Rockford, 1H.
Sacramento, Calif.

Saginaw, Mich.

St. Joseph, Mo.

St. Louis, Mo.-Ill.
Salem, Oreg.

Salinas-Monterey, Calif.

Salt Lake City, Utah

San Angelo, Tex.
San Antonio, Tex.

San Bernardino-Riverside-Ontario, Calif.

San Diego, Calif.

San Francisco-Oakland, Calif.

San Jose, Calif.
Santa Barbara, Calif.

Santa Rosa, Calif.

Savannah, Ga.

Scranton, Pa.
Seattle-Everett, Wash.

Sherman-Denison, Tex.

Shreveport, La.

Sioux City, lowa-Nebr.
Sioux Falls, S. Dak.

South Bend, Ind.

Spokane, Wash.

Springfield, . . cciiiiirceccsinrinnsesinnisinnccresesesssssnesssn soesne
Springfield, Mo.

Springfield, Ohio

Springfield-Holyoke, Mass.

Steubenville-Weirton, Ohio-W. Va. ..cccccvvaeicanns

Stockton, Calif. ...ccecccrnrencrcenessenss

Syracuse, N. Y.

Tacoma, Wash.

Tallahassee, Fla.

Tampa-St. Petersburg, Fla.
Terre Haute, Ind.

Texarkana, Tex.-Ark.

Toledo, Ohic-Mich.

Topeka, Kans.
Trenton, N. J.

Tucson, Ariz.

Tulsa, Okla.10

See footnotes at end of table.

19 1.3 1.1
2.8 24 1.8
5.0 2.8 2.6
2.0 0.9 13
29 2.6 14
25 2.0 1.8
250 | 35.2 .3
3.4 3.0 3.1

8.0
13.5
21.7

9.1
126
10.0

104.2
144
126
104

8.1
19.8
264
14.7
23.2
15.2
16.9
22,0
18.3
19.2
178
21.0
259
244
25.2
23.7
224
26.3

8.2
23.6
19.8
12.2
1241

23.6
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Table 7. Divorce rates: each standard metropolitan statistical area, 1960, 1965, and 1970—Con.

[All 1960 and 1965 rates are for SMSA’s as defined in 1960; the 1970 rates are for SMSA’s as defined in 1970; for New England,

metropolitan State economic areas are used]

Divorce rate per 1,000

Standard metropolitan statistical area Total population xz‘;:::
1970 | 1965 | 1960 1970
TUSCAI00SA, AlA. cruiiiieiiiteeiiericttieii e et e ecte s aee s rtt s s ssae e s ste s s st easnseesreesassesrasesessserasstassastesmmnaressassnsssts 3.0 2.5 2.8 13.7
TYIEE, TEX. wirersecicisrrcnneererantersssesesssrinerstssesesteeresestessserassssmsssssessssessssessasssssssesssssnasessstneeessonmeesessnansessns 44 3.6 3.6 17.7
Utica-Rome, N.Y. .. 2.0 0.4 0.6 8.7
Vallejo-Napa, Calif. .... . 5.7 (1) {1) 239
Vineland-Millville-Bridgeton, N.J. ...ccccoercisiveereiironmessseessssesecssssesesosssssesesssssesesssessssesssssssssssssmsssens 25 (1) (1) 104
WACO, TOX. cerireeeiririenicririmnnierreerieeessseessssnsenssersessesssaseenssssesantsssneneessrenasessonsnsssnssesesessensssssnsnssannanessne 5.3 3.8 3.1 224
Washington, D.C. 2.3 1.8 14 10.2
Waterloo, lowa ............. 3.0 23 2.2 13.3
West Palm Beach, Fla. ... 4.7 3.6 3.3 18.1
Wheeling, W. Va.-Ohio .. 2.7 1.9 15 1.1
WICHITA, KNS, ceeeeiiieiriierirrererrrrreareesnreciiisareraersnsresnessassasssssosesssssssssssssnnnsesssnensseseoseesssmnnnssssnnne 5.6 3.8 3.0 23.3
Wichita Falls, TeX. ..oocciiineriiienrsnnnenrieericrossnsseesssssessrrssscessssnnee 5.5 4.4 4.8 228
Wilkes-Barre-Hazelton, Pa. ......vcccccvievevirereveecininsnerereeneeeesssescessnnes evarasnsesiassssenanees 1.0 0.9 0.7 4.1
Wilmington, Del.-N.J.-Md. 29 14 1.6 125
WIIIMINGLON, NLC. ooreeiieiieeriiniessiteesessssrsssrssss sreestssssseesssassss smmstessommesessbmmeesessmeee s ssanesssesmesses sesnsase 3.3 (1) (1) 13.5
WVOTCESLET, IVIBSS. wevriiirererrreereiirrnnuneereeraeieerarassssrrrareeseanenessssssssssssassasessessesssnnsssnssssmmnnen sorsensenssnnnnsronsmens 2.3 1.7 1.1 9.9
York, Pa, cccccerrerccccnnnes - 25 22 1.8 10.0
YoungstOWN-WErren, ORI ......icccciicereccrriereesctiressserssessssresssssssrrrsssssesesasssmmseasose sesssernssassosonsosssssossens 3.3 2.3 2.1 13.8

1This SMSA was defined after 1960; 1960 and 1965 rates are not available.
2Rates for 1960 and 1965 are for the Beaumont-Port Arthur SMSA.

3For 1965, rate excludes Essex County.
4For 1970, no data for the Indiana portion (Dearborn County, Ind.)

5In 1960 and 19685, there were two separate SMSA’s: Greensboro-High Point, with a rate of 2.1 in 1960 and 3.3 in 1965; and

Winston-Salem, with a rate of 1.5 in 1960 and 2.5 in 1965.
6For 1960, rate excludes Boyd County, Ky.
7For 1970, rate excludes Boone, Hancock, Hendricks, and Morgan Counties.
8For 1970, rate excludes Floyd County, Ind.

9For 1960, rate excludes St. Bernard Parish; for 1965, it excludes Jefferson Parish; for 1970, it excludes St. Tammany Parish.

10For 1970, rate includes divorce petitions filed.
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Table 8. Divorce rates by age of husband and wife at time of decree: divorce-registration area and 22 selected States, 1970

[ Divorces with a'ge not stated were distributed proportionally. Rates computed per 1,000 married men and women in each age group. States where reporting of age

was less than 75 percent complete are not shown separately. Based on sample data. For sample specifications and for population bases, see appendix]

Age of husband at decree

65
Area Yot || 1419 | 2024 | 25:29 | 30-34 | 3539 | 4044 | 4549 | 50-54 | 6559 | 6064 | years
ol Il vears | years | years | years | years | years | years | years | years | years | and
over

Divorce-registration are@.......cceessssecssasse 14.2 15.1 33.6 30.0 223 17.9 13.8 10.7 7.6 5.1 3.4 19
Northeastern States............ rereren oreresiearen 7.3 6.9 17.8 174 12.0 9.6 8.1 5.9 3.7 2.6 1.9 0.8
Connecticut 8.3 5.3 18.8 184 13.9 9.9 85 7.0 4.5 3.0 20 0.8
New York 6.4 6.8 1341 146 9.8 8.7 7.9 5.4 3.5 2.7 1.7 0.8
Pennsylvani 8.3 7.9 24.2 20.3 14.6 10.7 8.1 6.2 3.7 23 2.0 0.6
Rhode Island 7.8 24 13.5 18.2 14.4 10.3 9.2 6.1 3.8 2.8 2.1 0.8
Vermont 105 13 23.6 21.7 16.0 14.7 113 7.9 6.0 35 1.9 1.0
North Central States 13.2 223 374 28.6 20.8 16.2 124 9.6 6.9 4.5 3.2 1.6

Hlinois 143 21.3 37.1 30.5 229 17.8 13.8 10.2 74 4.7 3.8 1.7
lowa 10.6 25.5 37.8 24.0 164 120 9.6 6.8 5.2 3.1 2.0 1.0
Kansas 15.9 29.6 45.9 36.4 23.5 17.0 14.1 109 8.2 3.9 3.0 1.9
Missouri 16.1 27.0 46.2 33.9 23.9 20.2 14.0 12.0 8.6 6.7 3.9 23
Nebraska 10.6 215 325 246 16.9 124 10.8 7.5 5.1 29 1.5 1.0
Wisconsin 84 5.0 20.0 183 144 11.0 8.5 7.2 45 3.2 2.1 0.8
Southern States 13.1 15.6 29.8 253 19.8 16.2 1.4 9.5 6.8 4.7 29 2.1

Kentucky 14.1 18.2 35.4 26.5 21.6 18.1 119 118 7.4 5.9 3.0 2.1
Maryland 10.2 138 18.8 19.5 16.7 139 9.6 7.3 5.0 3.7 2.7 1.7
T 17.7 32.6 49.5 35.0 274 20.7 15.2 11.6 8.4 5.2 3.2 25
Virginia 109 4.7 18.9 21.4 16.1 13.6 9.6 8.3 6.6 4,2 2.6 2.0
Western States 228 13 44.7 46.1 34.5 28.8 229 176 13.6 9.3 6.2 3.8

Alaska 244 26.7 30.2 36.4 26.2 234 254 17.9 16.9 15.1 6.3 6.9
California 241 8.0 445 489 36.7 30.5 245 185 14.7 9.8 6.7 43
Hawaii 15.2 4.9 24.1 281 229 17.9 14.9 1.9 9.7 6.0 59 3.0
Idaho 210 61.5 65.2 41.2 30.6 229 184 16.3 10.7 7.7 3.3 2.7
Montana 19.2 || 2345 55.3 39.8 28.2 25.1 18.0 14.5 8.8 7.1 4.3 22
Oregon 189 || Y115 52.0 39.0 28.6 27.5 16.6 16.5 9.9 8.0 4.4 1.7
Utah 155 21.0 38.6 29.6 22.4 15.0 1341 9.3 8.8 4.8 3.7 1.9

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 8. Divorce rates by age of husband and wife at time of decree: divorce-registration area and 22 selected States, 1970—Con.

[Divorces with age not stated were distributed proportionally. Rates computed per 1,000 married men and women in each age group. States where reporting of age
was less than 75 percent complete are not shown separately. Based on sample data. For sample specifications and for population bases, see appendix |

Age of wife at decree
Area 65
€ Total 14-19 | 20-24 | 25-29 | 30-34 | 3539 | 4044 | 4549 | 50-54 | 55.50 | 60-64 | years
ota years | vyears | vears | years | vears | years | years | vears | years | years and
over
Divorce-registration area.........coeecerevenres 14.0 269 33.3 25.7 18.8 14.8 1.8 8.5 5.6 35 2.3 13
Northeastern States.. 7.1 1.3 18.1 144 104 7.8 6.7 4.5 2.8 1.8 11 0.5
Connecticut 8.2 119 19.6 16.0 11.0 8.9 8.0 6.3 3.6 24 1.3 0.5
New York 6.2 8.8 13.7 12.2 9.1 6.9 6.4 4.1 2.5 1.9 1.3 0.5
Pennsylvania . 8.1 14.6 243 17.3 12.0 8.4 6.8 4.7 3.1 1.4 0.7 0.5
Rhode Island 7.9 7.5 19.0 16.8 1.7 10.1 7.3 5.0 2.7 2.1 1.5 0.6
Vermont 10.3 10.7 24.3 194 154 11.9 7.7 8.1 34 29 1.2 0.6
North Central States 131 34.4 34.3 241 17.3 13.5 11.0 7.5 5.1 2.8 21 1.2
INinois 14.1 36.2 34.3 25.6 19.1 14.9 125 7.9 5.5 2.7 2.1 1.3
lowa 105 40.9 310 20.1 131 9.8 8.6 6.1 3.5 2.1 1.7 0.8
Kansas 16.0 46.6 45.0 28.9 20.1 15.9 11.8 8.2 6.4 3.1 25 1.2
Missouri 16.9 36.0 441 28.1 201 16.3 115 9.9 6.3 4.3 3.3 1.7
Nebraska 10.6 29.6 294 20.7 135 10.6 9.7 5.7 3.8 2.0 1.3 0.5
Wisconsin 84 10.3 20.2 165 121 9.0 7.7 5.8 3.3 2.2 1.3 0.7
Southern States . 129 27.2 29.1 22.1 16.7 12.8 9.9 7.6 5.0 3.3 2.3 1.2
Kentucky 14.0 32.0 318 226 18.2 14.6 114 8.0 5.5 3.9 2.7 1.4
Maryland 0.0 10.0 20.7 176 13.8 11.2 74 5.9 4.7 2.7 1.7 0.9
Tennessee 17.3 48.1 42.3 31.7 214 15.7 123 9.6 5.4 3.1 26 1.0
Virginia 109 12.5 23.1 18.0 144 10.7 9.3 71 4.4 3.5 22 1.4
Western States 22.7 29.7 48.5 39.2 30.4 254 19.8 18.2 10.2 7.0 4.2 2.7
Alaska 26.4 40.6 44.0 321 28.3 20.8 216 18.1 12.2 8.8 7.3 4.0
California 24.0 279 49.9 41.8 325 27.1 208 16.6 10.9 7.5 4.6 3.1
Hawaii 155 20.3 285 24.7 19.5 16.7 13.0 10.0 7.6 3.7 2.9 1.9
Idaho, 20.8 54.4 594 32.7 25.0 18.7 14.1 12.2 9.7 3.8 3.9 1.6
Montana 19.1 43.9 62.5 324 222 20.0 16.2 9.9 5.9 5.1 4.6 15
Oregon 18.7 328 46.1 32.8 25.5 22.3 19.0 9.3 7.7 6.7 24 1.1
Utah 154 27.8 34.7 264 17.5 16.3 106 7.3 6.6 3.4 2.0 14

INumber of divorces small, with high sampling variability. For explanation, see appendix.
2Population less than 1,000.
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Table 9. Divorce rates and percent changes by age of husband and wife at time of decree: 4 selected States, 1960 and 1970

[ Based on sample data. Rates computed per 1,000 men and women in each age. group. Numerators for 1960 rates are averages of 1960 and 1961 figures]

I

Age at decree

50
State, year, and percent change 1Total U;ger 2024 | 2529 | 3034 | 3539 | 4044 | 4549 | years
years years years years years | years and
years over
Total, 4 States Husband
1970 125 234 35.7 26.1 19.9 15.0 114 89 34
1960 75 24.8 220 155 10.2 7.5 6.9 5.6 25
Percent chiange +66.7 -56 | +62.3 +68.4 +85.1 | +100.0 | +65.2 | +58.9 +36.0
Hawaii
1970 15.2 4.9 24.1 28.1 229 17.9 149 1.9 6.2
1960 10.5 3.0 20.6 16.4 14.7 104 9.3 8.3 3.8
Percent change’ +44.8 || +63.3 | +17.0 +71.3 +55.8 +72.1 | +60.2 | +43.4 +63.2
Jlowa
1970 10.6 255 378 24.0 16.4 12.0 9.6 6.3 26
1960 7.0 285 223 16.6 9.6 7.6 6.2 5.2 2.2
Percent chang +514 || -10.5 | +69.5 +44.6 +70.8 +57.9 | +54.8 | +30.8 +18.2
Tennessee
1970 17.7 32.6 49.5 35.0 27.4 20.7 15.2 11.6 4.7
1960 11.0 314 30.8 224 143 9.9 9.8 7.2 3.5
Percent ch +60.9 +3.8 | +60.7 +56.3 +91.6 | +109.1 | +55.1 | +61.1 +34.3
Wisconsin
1970 84 5.0 20.0 18.3 144 11.0 8.5 7.2 2.5
1960 4.3 124 115 7.9 5.9 4.6 4.4 4.1 1.8
Percent ch +95.3 || -59.7 | +739 | +131.6 | +144.1 |1 +139.1 | +93.2| +75.6 +38.9
Total, 4 States Wife
1970 ! 124 )1 365 314 23.2 16.1 12.0 9.8 7.1 24
1960 75 29.0 189 11.1 9.0 7.1 5.9 4.2 1.8
Percent change +65.3 || +25.9 | +66.1 | +109.0 +78.9 +69.0 | +66.1 | +69.0 +33.3
Hawaii
1970 155 20.3 28.5 24.7 195 16.7 13.0 10.0 4.6
1960 109 16.1 216 15.0 13.4 1041 7.1 5.3 3.2
Percent change +42.2 || +26.1 | +31.9 +64.7 +45.5 +65.3 | +83.1 | +88.7 +43.8
lowa
1970 10.5 40.9 31.0 201 13.1 2.8 8.6 5.1 20
1960 7.0 28.7 21.8 10.6 8.2 6.3 6.5 4.3 1.4
Percent change +50.0 || +42.5 | +42.2 +89.6 +59.8 +55.6 { +32.3 | +18.6 +42.9
Tennessee
1970 173 48.1 423 31.7 214 15.7 123 9.6 3.1
1960 10.8 375 24.5 16.0 122 9.8 7.1 5.3 24
Percent change +60.2 |} +28.3 | +72.7 +98.1 +75.4 +60.2 | +73.2 | +81.1 +29.2
Wisconsin
1970 8.4 10.3 20.2 16.5 12.1 9.0 7.7 5.8 19
1960 4.3 14.7 104 6.0 5.5 4.5 4.3 3.0 1.4
Percent change +953 || -29.9 | +94.2 | +175.0 | +120.0 | +100.0 | +79.1 | +93.3 +35.7
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Table 10. Divorce rates by race of husband and wife: divorce-registration area and 23 selected States, 1970

[Divorces with race not stated were distributed proportionally. Rates computed per 1,000 married men and women in each racial group.
States where reporting of race was less than 75 percent complete are not shown separately. Michigan and Ohio do not report race
and are excluded from DRA rates by race. Based on sample data. For sample specifications and for population bases, see appendix}

Race of husband

Race-of wife

Area v

Total || White | Negro | Other | Total | White | Negro | Other
Divorce-registration area ......cc.oceeeeeesenesrrnnvenneens 14.2 13.7 174 9.6 14.0 13.7 15.6 9.5
= =
Northeastern States.......c..ccvveervmmrevvresieecsmnesieeorses © 7.3 6.9 11.7 3.5 7.1 6.9 10.0 1.9
CONNECHICUT 1ueevvterrerceeersnernrerrsesessessssessevesesssessmssssessasseressonsesenns 8.3 7.8 189 9.0 8.2 7.7 16.9 118
New York ...... 6.4 5.9 111 34 6.2 5.8 9.3 115
Pennsylvania .. 8.3 8.0 11.6 11.7 8.1 8.0 10.1 142
Rhode Isiand.. 7.8 7.6 18.6 4.1 7.9 7.8 17.7 0.9
VBIMONT c.veirrieiecrisiesisisismneresssssrseesssesiesnsessssesnsonsasesessessmasasnens 10.5 104 | 225.2 271} 103} 103 | 2276 -
North Central States .....c..ceceeercvrecinrreeerineesssersonnens 13.2 126 23.3 49 13.1 126 21.2 6.0
FHHNOIS. ceieeeiriimrearerereeeceaesictrreeeresenesveeeenresemeracsssesssee srssnsssennonsen 14.3 13.6 21.7 123 141 135 19.3 145
lowa..... 10.6 10.5 29.1 153 10.5 10.4 244 14.2
Kansas......cccenmaeeereerenreranseniannees 15.9 15.3 30.9 15.0 16.0 15.4 32.1 173
Missouri 16.1 15.5 236 133 15.9 15.5 22.1 113
Nebraska......covcrecreeersenneerrenns 10.6 104 23.8 18.0 10.6 103 225 173
Wisconsin......ooveeeeeenns eeetrerrentessasesanrarernentashosaaeteernannsesnrancarrrrrnne 8.4 7.9 331 6.9 8.4 7.9 30.6 5.0
SOULhErn STates........cccoceeeremrinercreiensienrenerisreesssessns 14.1 14.0 15.0 4.0 13.9 14.0 13.9 4.3
GBOMGIA «eivursnrrarsrseissnineenseerrosenesrnnsassssnessssneisnnssessonesssessnsanssssen 17.8 18.0 17.0 15,2 173 17.8 15.6 119
Kentucky 14.1 14.0 17.1 | L,.27.7 14.0 139 15.8 115.6
10.2 9.8 124 is9 10.0 9.8 11.3 119
17.7 17.8 17.5 1471 173 17.6 16.0 -
.................................................................................... 10.9 10.7 123 11.0 10.9 10.8 11.9 124
228 23.1 29.2 11.2 22.7 23.1 27.3 11.4
24.4 25.0 19.9 20.7 26.4 26.7 31.4 23.9
241 24.3 29.3 9.0 24.0 24.3 27.4 8.8
15.2 19.8 249 12.0 16.5 19.3 21.8 13.0
210 208 | 2735 19.7 | 20.8 ] 208/ 247.2 14.5
19.2 185 | 234.2 44.1 191 185 229.0 40.2
18.9 18.8 27.7 18.3 18.7 18.7 20.6 12.3
15.5J.L 15.5 | 234.7 11.2 15.4 15.5 246 9.1

1Number of divorces small, with high sampling variability. For explanation, see appendix.

2population less than 1,000.
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Table 11. Divorce rates and percent changes by race of husband and wife: 4 selected States, 1960 and 1970

[Rates per 1,000 population aged 15 years and over. Based on sample data]

Race of husband Race of wife
State, year, and percent change
Total |} White | Negro | Other | Total || White | Negro | Other
Total, 4 States
1970 8.5 8.4 11.8 7.1 79 7.7 9.8 79
TOB0 ..coieicrerrseentrmncectresttrsetneceesrssscssssesan o sasennmanensmnat st usseaenesans 5.1 49 7.4 4.7 4.9 4.7 6.5 5.8
Percent CRANGE......cuceerieerrererteesrrrrassssmmmeusesncaeesemanecsures searesaosanase +66.7 || +71.4 | +69.5 | +561.1 ] +61.2 || +63.8 { +50.8 +36.2
Hawaii
FOT0 it srerisimciasesssastsnscnssntessesnatemens sosranssanarasasmorscssnnnsenn 9.2 11.7] 1114 7.4 10.0 130 | 116.0 8.2
TOB0.ceciiiiecirecsonennamsesnaeinsrmniemsienaassremaasanssssssssssnsennansernane 5.6 7.2 153 438 6.7 8.8 153 5.8
Percent Change....cccureeererstiinsensnareemsasasisesssssacrasnsssssnns +64.3 || +62.5| +115.1 | +54.2 | +49.3 || +47.7 |+201.9 +41.4
lowa
G700 e eeeieiriitiserineeressassesssnsnssssnsossrrnserernmers sasats o senssassessnsnsnasens 74 7.3 16.7 129 6.7 6.6 13.0 ig.9
1960 .cceeiiracnccsiecscraras 4.9 4.8 19.8 - 4.7 4.5 17.0 -
Percent change..ccerreeesecrnen +51.0 | +52.1} -15.7 +42.6 |} +46.7 | -235
Tennessee
1970 e siirinesrsssceeiresrsnrsnnmesssossaninessssesnsrasorssssss snsnastnssssssrnsasas sese 12.4 12.8 10.2 122 111 11.6 8.4 -
1960.. 7.7 7.8 6.4 - 71 7.3 5.6 -
Percent change +61.0 || +64.1| +59.4 +56.3 || +58.9 | +50.0
Wisconsin
1970 cciiiire e rrcecerrsrsanerennenas 5.6 5.3 18.9 3.5 5.2 49 16.6 3.1
1960...ccciccnrnreeserseaninrarsens 2.8 26 119 i5.2 2.7 2.5 11.0 178
Percent change....cccevvsaeerisocas +100.0 |[+103.8| +58.8 § -32.7 | +92.6 || +96.0 | +50.9 -60.3

1Number of divorces small, with high sampling variability. For explanation, see appendix.
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Table 12. Marriage-order specific divorce rates for husbands and wives: divorce-registration area and 21 selected States, 1970

[Based on sample data. Nebraska does not report marriage order. Population bases from U.S. Bureau of the Census, Census of
Population, 1970. Detailed Characteristics. Final ReportiPC(1)-D. State Volumes, table 152]

Husband Wife
Married Married

Area Total Married more Total Married more

once than once than

once once

Marriage-order specific divorce rate

Divorce-registration area 14.2 12.3 26.4 14.0 12.0 27.2
Alaska . 244 20.4 404 264 215 46.8
CalifOrNia ciceiiiencsiiniscciessnenesiecneresaessisnierasesanaresssmssossesssssessranssssmressisensane 241 20.7 38.0 240 20.3 38.8
Connecticut 8.3 2.7 13.9 8.2 7.6 14.2
Hawaii 15.2 134 30.8 15.5 13.2 35.8
Idaho 21.0 17.0 40.1 20.8 . 16.4 40.1
IHlinois 143 124 27.6 14.1 12.2 26.9
lowa rerersessnanteserarrreseteeeissstastnnnnnatasnraneeeterasasernrasannanaran 10.6 8.8 24,7 10.5 8.8 24.7
CBNSES oesreeenrerirariessuninectnesaeessnnnesssnseratesssnessssesasessssasecssnansassssssncessrnessesnones 15.9 134 30.2 16.0 134 30.9
ICBNTUCKY cerieerieeiiicerarenriiscsntcsiscsesermssssonnressstenvecssssmanessrnasasssssnnsasssssnsesssnen 14.1 12.3 25.2 14.0 11.5 29.6
Maryland eressersenennretnran et eeneesasenanen 10.2 9.8 12.7 10.0 9.6 12.4
MiSSOUN.ceieeccreisisairsnascsnmsasensssssnessenesssessonsens 16.1 12.8 334 15.9 12.8 33.5
Montana . v - 19.2 15.3 41.0 19.1 16.3 38.8
New York 6.4 6.1 9.2 6.2 5.9 9.2
Oregon 18.9 16.0 30.1 18.7 15.6 29.8
PennSYIVaNia . e eisisneessisssiseenseneeseresssessrssenessnennassrressessnasneesassassessan 8.3 7.9 11.6 8.1 7.8 11.2
Rhode Island ......cccovrecenvcnmaecererrennee. 7.8 7.3 13.0 79 73 14.4
TENNESSEE eecerversenresssstacsesnssrcsrsnasssssssastesssrsonsessransesssersaseessmasessarense 17.7 15.2 33.3 173 14.5 36.3
ULBH cueriirccenricniisicse i asesnessssensssnssssarssasnsranseessanesstessnanssssmarassnsssnaessn 15.5 128 31.5 15.4 12.7 319
Vermont.....ceeieceeirmaceees 10.5 10.0 14.1 10.3 9.5 173
Virginia 10.9 10.2 15.7 10.9 10.0 16.9
WISCONSIN ceuvrererinneseresnnsssnsssssossesminmessssesnesanssssrssrsssensssssnsensensassssarsnseseansassans 8.4 7.7 16.6 8.4 I 7.5 17.5

42



Table 13. Divorce rates by reported number of children under 18 years of age: divorce-registration area and each State, 1970

[Based on sample data. Rates computed per 1,000 married women under 55 years of age with a specified number of children under 18
years of age; as obtained from U.S. Bureau of the Census, Census of Population, 1970. Detailed Characteristics. Final Report PC(2).

State Volumes, tables 152 and 155. For computation methods, see appendix]

N? Children reported
All chil-
Area divorces || 9" «3or
re- Total 1 2 more
ported
Divorce-registration area 18.1 26.1 1 Fﬁj 19.1] 15.1 1.3
| R :
Northeastern States 9.4 123 8.3|f 10.0 8.6 6.4
Connecticut 10.6 12.2 10.0}f 12.0 9.9 84
New York 8.2 11.0 741 8.5 73 5.6
Pennsylvania 10.8 14.3 94l 11.6] 10.1 6.7
Rhode Island 10.6 12.6 99|l 102} 105 9.1
Vermont 13.7 15.6 13.1 15.2| 122 123
North Central States 18.2 26.1 16.3|| 19.3] 154 12.0
1llinois 18.3 25.5 15.5| 19.1] 158 1241
lowa 144 20.7 12.3 165{ 118 9.6
Kansas 21.7 313 18.1 227} 173 14.7
Michigan 185 27.2 1551 19.2] 16.0 123
Missouri 21.5 32.6 170} 22.1| 16.7 125
Nebraska 145 20.2 12.7|| 165 125 10.1
Ohio 20.2 27.7 173 2161 17.2 13.9
South Dakota 12.3 20.3 10.1|} 13.7 9.5 80
Wisconsin 11.2 15.4 9.8f| 118} 103 8.2
Southern States 183 27.4 146| 186 143 10.9
Alabama 23.8 33.2 201} 25.2) 21.1 14.1
Georgia 214 33.6 164l 21.8| 156 1.7
Kentucky 18.2 29.5 139|] 18.0{ 12.7 1.0
Maryland 122 19.3 9.3l 11.2 9.9 7.0
Tenr 224 325 18.1 228| 164 14.4
Virginia 134 189 111§ 13.7] 11.0 8.3
Western States 289 415 2371 31.4| 23.7 16.8
Alaska 28.7 43.4 23451 31.1] 24.7 17.1
California 30.5 43.4 249)| 33.2] 245 175
Hawaii 18.2 25.2 158} 16.7| 16.7 144
tdaho 27.2 449 21.2yf 289 ] 228 144
Montana 246 368 205|| 28.1] 215 144
Oregon 249 318 22.0ff 26.3| 23.2 17.2
Utah 193 31.8 159§ 219] 17.0 1.7
Wyoming 29.0 44.5 23.2} 323 228 16.6




Table 14. Percent distribution of divorcing husbands and wives by age at time of decree, according to marriage order: divorce-registration

area, 1970
[Based on sample data]
Age at decree
Marri d Total Und 65
arriage order ota goe' 2024 | 2529 | 3034 | 35-39 | 4044 | 4549 | 5054 | 55-50 | 60-64 | vyears
years years years years years years years years years and
years
over
Husband Percent distribution
Total cocvverevennes 100.0 0.8 16.3 228 16.2 12.8 10.7 8.3 5.4 3.2 1.8 1.7
Married once ........cc........ 100.0 1.1 20.8 26.3 16.7 11.9 9.1 6.5 3.9 2.1 1.0 0.6
Married more than once. | 100.0 0.0 3.3 12.2 14.5 15.3 15.1 13.8 10.3 6.4 4.1 5.0
Wife
Total ..., 100.0 4.1 249 21.8 14.4 11.0 2.4 6.8 3.8 2.0 1.0 0.8
Married once ....oveeveeneenns 100.0 5.4 30.6 23.8 13.9 9.5 7.5 5.0 2.6 1.1 0.4 0.2
Married more than once. | 100.0 0.5 8.5 16.5 15.9 14.8 14.9 124 7.7 4.6 2.6 2.6

Table 15. Percent distribution of divorces by marriage order of husband and wife, according to age at time of decree: divorce-registration
area, 1970

[Based on sample data]

Husband Wife
Married Married
Age at decree Total Married more Total Married more
ota once than ota once than
once once
Percent distribution
LI L OO 100.0 74.9 25.1 | 100.0 74.2 25.8
N R——
Under 20 Years....c.ccccereeeerrreceressisresnrervenens rerennreerer e bae b smane s ens 100.0 98.5 151 100.0 96.6 3.4
20-24 years ..... 100.0 95.0 5.0{ 100.0 91.2 8.8
25-29 YIS veeeeeerieierriirenaeisisassceirreseeseesenses s ssnsssren saseas .| 100.0 86.5 13.5 | 100.0 81.6 18.4
B0-34 YEAIS c..eeeeeiiirentiiirsicecemrennterseerestnese et e sres st bren sses s e ses b antbes e smaesesonen 100.0 77.4 22.6 | 100.0 71.5 28.5
353G VOAIS 1vreiereirsiitiererrecsrneesenterentesarsatestesssesbesestsssssentssreesoee seaeanensrone 100.0 69.9 30.1 | 100.0 65.1 349
Q0-A4 YEAIS uiveeeiiiiereciirit e sir et s ste e e eeease s ssae e st s rarenenaesesstesesesesntesaen 100.0 64.1 359 | 100.0 59.1 409
AB-4O VEAIS 1rveueeeiticeiiii st bt ete e ctresrseae s ne e b eeate s e ne e e e satsssasaesanns 100.0 58.5 41.5 | 100.0 53.7 46.3
50-54 years ..oooeerieirieneesiennnans 100.0 52.7 47.3 1 100.0 49,0 51.0
55-59 years .. e | 100.0 49,2 50.8 | 100.0 41.9 58.1
BO-BG YEAIS uvureeiiiiiicie it st ettt st ae s e et s ssaae b a e s e s smenessnaanesens 100.0 41.1 58.9 1 100.0 319 68.1
B5 YEArs 8Nt OVEF ... eeeviiriiriieireie et eeeesceee e s te s esseassessasessemseeeemenesnees 100.0 26.5 73.5| 100.0 21.2 78.8




Table 16. Median age of husband and wife at time of decree, by marriage order: divorce-registration area and 22 selected States, 1970

{Nebraska does not report marriage order. Based on sample data}

Husband Wife
Married Married

Area Totalmamed more Total ﬂ Married more

once than once than

once once

Median age at decree

Divorce-registration area. ... sseeessessuecssraserecsassseensssscsssassrssasace 329 30.5 41.6 29.8 27.9 38.2
Alaska ..coocveerenenen " 32.8 29.5 41.4 29.3 26.5 36.2
California 339 309 427 30.9 28.2 39.5
Connecticut 339 324 43.6 31.2 29.6 40.3
Georgia 30.8 28.7 38.0 27.9 26.0 338
Hawaii 344 32.1 442 31.0 29.0 40.0
Idaho 30.8 27.8 304 | 275 248 33.8
HIINI0I8 corricssenmecessssnees nenenssanscssnssrsnsonsorasscssastassssassesssssssasetssssennsnsarsansess sosaone 32.8 30.6 41.3 29.6 27.9 37.8
lowa - 30.6 28.8 39.1 279 26.1 36.0
Kansas 304 28.3 39.3 278 25.8 35.7
Kentucky 31.9 29.2 40.0 28.7 26.2 36.2
Maryland ... .cocerinsesrsessissessesssnrieressssnsmsessornresssssssnssmsssssasmassssanarsersssanonsene 33.7 32.2 426 30.5 29.1 40.8
Missouri 31.6 28.8 40.0 28.5 26.2 36.3
Montana 32.2 29.3 39.0 285 25.9 36.1
New York 35.3 34.1 43.3 315 30.6 a41.7
Oregon 33.0 29.5 41.2 29.7 26.8 39.0
Pennsylvania 329 31.4 42.1 29.7 28.8 39.6
Rhode Island 33.7 32.1 43.1 30.5 29.4 39.6
Tennessee 30.7 29.0 38.5 27.7 26.3 33.6
Utah 30.7 284 38.7 28.0 26.0 35.3
Vermont. 328 31.8 41.0 29.7 28.5 39.9
Virginia 328 31.2 43.0 30.1 28.5 40.5
Wisconsin . 33.3 318 43.7 304 28.9 40.5
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Table 17. Percent distribution of divorces by race of husband and wife: divorce-registration area and 23 selected States, 1970

[ Based on sample data. Michigan and Ohio do not report race]

Husband and wife, same race Husband and wife, different races
All
Area R . .
divorces . White- | White- } Negro-
Total" White | Negro | Other | Total l[Neg (o other other
Percent distribution
Divorce-registration aread ......cc...ecceeeenn. 100.0 98.8 88.7 9.5 0.7 1.2 " 0.4 0.8 0.1
F

AlSKB.ereeiricirc i st sn e s et e e semn e 100.0 935 83.4 2.7 7.4 6.5 - 6.3 0.1
California...... 100.0 98.3 91.3 6.4 0.6 1.7 0.5 1.1 0.1
Connecticut .. 100.0 99.3 89.0 10.3 0.0 0.7 0.3 0.4 -
Georgia ... . 100.0 99.8 81.3 18.5 0.0 0.2 0.1 0.1 -
Hawaii..... .. 100.0 77.6 38.6 0.9 38.1 22.4 0.6 21.3 0.5
Idaho ...... . 100.0 99.3 98.0 0.6 0.7 0.7 0.1 0.6 -
Hlinois.. . 100.0 99.3 84.7 14.6 - 0.7 0.4 0.3 0.0
JOW. . eiirraaiinstenentieerccntisrrassarenssncarsesasarsresssnsaresons 100.0 99.3 97.3 1.9 0.1 0.7 0.4 0.3 0.0
KANSAS . creremerensreeererseaassisnneertrreeensesnransernnnanconnens 100.0 99.0 91.9 6.9 0.2 1.0 0.2 0.8 0.0
Kentucky ... 100.0 99.6 93.4 6.3 - 0.4 0.1 0.1 0.2
Maryland.... 100.0 99.4 826 16.7 0.1 0.6 0.3 0.2 -
Missouri .. . 100.0 99.8 88.8 10.9 - 0,2 0.1 0.1 -
Montana..... . 100.0 98.0 929 0.3 4.8 2.0 0.0 1.9 0.1
Nebraska.... 100.0 99.6 95.2 4.2 0.2 0.4 0.2 0.2 -
New York .. . 100.0 98.9 829 156.8 0.2 1.1 0.7 0.3 0.1
Oregon.......... . 100.0 98.9 97.3 1.0 0.5 1.1 0.3 0.8 -
Pennsylvania. 100.0 99.2 90.3 9.0 - 0.8 0.5 0.2 0.1
Rhode Island.... . 100.0 99.3 95.3 4.1 - 0.7 0.2 0.4 0.1
Tennessee...... 100.0 99.9 88.8 11.1 - 0.1 0.0 - 0.0
Utah........... 100.0 98.5 975 0.7 0.3 1.5 0.1 13 0.1
Vermont .... 100.0 99.9 99.5 0.4 - 0.1 - 0.1 -
Virginia...... . 100.0 99.8 83.5 16.3 0.0 0.2 0.1 0.0 0.0
WISCONSIN .eeeeerinirrereeicrerecirrecareeesessessessancnrsaseases 100.0 99.4 91.3 7.9 0.2 0.6 0.3 0.2 0.0

Table 18. Percent distribution of divorces by age at time of decree, according to race of husband and wife: divorce-registration area,

[Based on sample data. Michigan and Ohio do not report race]

1970

Race of husband

Race of wife

Age at decree All Al
races White { Negro | Other races White { Negro | Other
Percent distribution

TOt8h s eeecitrrenecrreerreerereeessnnerene s rreeeresere st areseesarnesns 100.0 |} 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 |} 100.0 | 100.0 100.0

S UNAEr 20 YEAIS .oocivercicnrainenieaee s e re st eaeaeeeres s s b ncnnsnes 0.8 0.9 0.3 0.2 4.1 4.4 1.7 23
20-24 years...... 16.3 16.9 104 12.8 24.9 25.5 19.2 19.7
25-29 years...... 22.8 228 22.2 19.5 21.8 21.3 23.7 220
30-34 years... 16.2 15.9 18.1 ‘ 16.7 14.4 14.0 17.4 15.6
35-39 years... 12.8 125 156.5 14.9 11.0 10.9 124 16.2
40-44 years...... 10.7 10.5 120 12.3 9.4 9.1 10.7 12.0
45-49 years...... 8.3 83 8.6 8.7 6.8 6.8 7.4 6.2
50-54 years... 5.4 5.4 6.0 5.2 3.8 3.9 3.8 3.7
55-59 years... 3.2 3.2 29 3.8 2.0 21 1.8 1.4
60-64 years......... . 1.8 1.7 2.0 3.1 1.0 1.0 1.2 0.6
B5 YRArsS AN OVEI.c..cicveenerrrrereeriereeesiasennsnsrrrerassersserssssresssnnseanas 1.7 1.7 2.0 29 0.8 " 0.9 0.8 03
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Table 19. Median age of husband and wife at time of decree, by race: divorce-registration area and 23 selected States, 1970

[Based on sample data. Medians for the “All races” columns computed from data by single years; medians for other columns, from
grouped data. Michigan and Ohio do not report race}

Race of husband Race of wife
Area
All . All .
races White | Negro | Other race ;ﬂ White | Negro | Other
Median age

Divorce-registration ar€a.....ccciemeiessseccsessseses H==32.9 329 34.7 353 | 29.8 2.7 31.5 31.9
Alaska 328 329 * 325 | 293 203 * 28.8
California...... 33.9 34.0 34.1 364 | 309 309 30.5 34.6
Connecticut. 339 33.9 34.5 *1 31.2 31.1 32.1 *
GOONGiB.ucsvarerssssaessrresaranssesorsnnmsessinnnsssesnsnss snasssssssaessssanstennsassensnss 30.8 304 33.1 *1 279 276 29.8 *
Hawaii 34.4 33.7 * 357} 310 30.8 * 31.7
0 T Yo TP OOUURRT 308 31.2 * *1 275 279 * *
lilinois 328 324 35.5 * 29.6 293 32.0 *
LOWA ceeeerernsrasessernanmescansnsmraesesmrssaseranaasn ereenenes | 30.6 30.8 31.3 *1 279 28.1 27.8 *
Kansas.... v 304 30.3 30.6 * 278 28.0 28.7 129.0
Kentucky 31.9 32.0 35.8 *1 287 28.7 32.1 *
Maryland ... iinen s 33.7 33.1 37.1 *1 305 29.7 34.5 *
MiSSOUT T uueecirrrnrersssssesnssasecsmsnessaramerssssasesss sesssonsassesssanansssassonsannss 31.6 31.6 35.6 *1 285 28.5 31.7 *
Montana... ) 322 32.7 * 300| 285 288 * 27.9
Nebraska... 311 31.5 29.9 *1 286 28.7 28.2 *
New YOorK..ccavaeeeneee 35.3 354 354 40.0| 315 315 33.0 *
OFEUON wcvvrecrrerraereesensessssnsnsssssesnsassrsessssrsssnmsassncssesessossssessasassnssan 330 33.2 325| 13751 297 298 | 1283 1342
Pennsylvania . 329 325 36.5 *1 297 294 33.3 *
Bhode 1S1aNd... . iiirrricssirnactissnesiessnecsarersssscmssassensnssnssraasssssnase 33.7 33.6 | 133.1 *} 305 30.8 | 130.0 *
T ONNESSEE vueenrerrenrarensemmareerterassesensssaessessnsassessammensessasansesransaseararne 30.7 30.7 325 *1 277 279 28.5 (2)
Utah cecceeceesnensnenee ; 30.7 30.9 * *1 280 28.2 * »
VBITTIONT. . ceervtnerereemseruesssessnensnmesnssssnssses sesmstsesansensessaesssnassesammenssns 328 33.1 * 1 207 298 * (2)
ViPQINTE ceonreriesenssanesssnanssssesen sessansessnnssossussssanasas sosmas sonsasosssnsasonns 328 32.8 349 *1 301 29.7 325 *
Wisconsin 33.3 33.4 35.4 *1 304 30.3 31.8 *

1Computed from 50 to 100 divorces.
2No women of other races divorced in this State.
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Table 20. Median age of husband and wife at time of decree, by race, with percent changes: 12 selected States, 1959 and 1970

[ Based on sample data. Computed from grouped frequencies]

White All other
State
Percent Percent
1970 | 1959 change 1970 1959 change
Husband Median age Median age
ALBSKA. . oereereccveirrenareriasrneresesesrerersossses sosnaseeraesssterassnsssesssanassasesssestsrsessansiss sranares 329 | 35.9 -8.4 329 | 13386 -2.1
GBONGIB e ee veesesverernaneesesensesenssontesanasaans et as oe sasestss seemas e asos sbns sesnsetortes sasnonasssssnssase 304 | 324 -6.2 33.1 36.2 -8.6
s = 11T T PSSR 31.2 | 339 -80 | 129.2 * *
lowa ..... 308 | 32.7 -6.8 31.8 34.7 ~-8.4
Kansas ..... 303 | 335 -9.6 30.9 346 ~-10.7
MONTANG «.cooeerrerris it cestsnaree e sres e searaasestnsaneesessessess seasas b enansensenatos o mbas oasssnsnon sane 32.7 34.3 -4.7 27.4 * *
NEDIESKA...cccverierceeeeesssormrarensctiotrornennensssersesserastsssassnnasstssnrassesastsns sranaess sasensarsen 315 | 34.2 ~-7.9 30.6 * *
(0777 ToT 1 TP 33.2 | 35.9 -7.5 35.4 37.9 -6.6
Pennsylvania.. 325 | 35.2 -7.7 36.6 385 -4.9
Tennessee ... 30.7 326 -5.8 325 35.7 -9.0
Utah ........ 309 | 325 -49 | 1289 * *
WIS CONSI M rurierinicianniisniensarmmansosessssressaseneesrasasnsssssansassressesssnranns phosessosssssssssensmnse 33.4 35.4 -5.6 35.3 34.8 +1.4
Wife
AlBSKA..suiiiicnmerieissrinsesisancsssineseeossrannessstnstessasassesssornnnassssestas esastsessassrasevessseraas 293 | 316 -7.3 29.5 | 129.5 -
GBOTGIB.cercicessaransssansanosssnmmesesssronessonsasssassssacssssonsasssssents sorsmassssssaesses soasanessosnasesnsn 276 28.8 -4.2 29.8 324 -8.0
1ABhO0 eeieirnenesrceriaenransroeirasanaesssaterracans reeeasresssressaeas s nanttet nmtasssreseansinns 279 | 296 -5.7 * * *
lowa i eseesissmreessensesaesarrtnisssreenteorssarans reserabeerenanersienanes 28.1 29.5 -4.7 28.4 30.8 ~-7.8
Kansas. ... . . 28.0 | 30.3 -7.6 28.7 31.0 -7.4
MONTANE ooeceeeiiiiirerserescssosmmmereatssessressasnssetotmmnseessssasassssnannssonrensessrsssssorsnanses 28.8 30.0 -4.0 27.2 * *
Nebraska.. 28.7 31.0 -7.4 30.6 * *
[0 =T: To1 4 AR ORIOR 298 | 326 -8.6 30.6 323 -6.3
Pennsylvania.. 294 | 323 -9.0 33.2 36.2 -5.7
TONNESSER 1vciererrueeesianenssessssnnesersrusensessasss sosrmrsestsrasasss srsess vsssnnersssbonsasssnsests srsnanse 279 | 29.1 -4.1 28.5 32.7 -12.8
L8 < o OO PRRN 28.2 | 29.1 -3.1{ 127.9 * *
WISCONSIN . areei i rrrsrstnenestietistneacsserensssnrerormaisisssasssessansteneastssesssraassnsnsaessmsmnensssrossse 30.3 32.7 -7.3 31.8 31.1 +2.3
1Computed from 50 to 100 divorces.

48



Table 21. Percent distribution of divorces by number of this marriage of husband and wife, by number of this marriage of spouse:
divorce-registration area, 1970

[Nebraska does not report number of this marriage. Based on sample data]

Number of this marriage of spouse

Number of this marriage of husband and wife Total Sixth
First { Second | Third | Fourth | Fifth or
. more
Husband Percent distribution
Total 19.6

First marriage
Second marriage

Third marriage

Fourth marriage
Fifth marriage

Sixth marriage

Total

Wife

First marriage

Second marriage

Third marriage
Fourth marriage
Fifth marriage

Sixth marriage

47 ! 11

0.3 I 0.1

9.9 1.4 03| o1 0.0
483 | 111 24| 07 0.2
455 249 53| 14 0.7
457 | 244 13.2] 12 0.8
413 | 253 11.0| 5.0 43
416 | 318 88| 54 1.2
190] 45 11| o3 0.2

9.4 13 02| o1 0.0
471.] 105 26| o086 0.3
450| 239 58| 16 1.1
411 217 133] 30 13
471 | 236 49| 56 3.1
317 242 68| 96 14




Table 22. Estimated number of children under 18 years of age involved in divorce, average number of children per decree, and average number of children per

decree for couples with children, by race: divorce-registration area and 23 selected States, 1970

[ Based on sample data. Michigan and Ohio do not report race}

Number of children

Average number of
children per decree

Average number of chil-
dren per decree for

Area couples with children
Total White Negro | Other | White | Negro | Other | White | Negro | Other

Divorce-registration area 435,100 || 382,500 { 45,400 | 7,200 1.19 1.28 1.36 2.01 2.18 2.30
Alaska 2,200 1,700 100 400 1.21 1.18 1.80 211 212 2.59
California 123,000 || 111,300 9,600 | 2,100 1.09 1.25 1.03 1.93 2.08 2.02
Connecticut 8,700 7,800 900 (1) 1.49 1.47 *1-214 2,32 *
Georgia 19,600 15,500 4,000 (1) 1.02 1.16 .o 1.92 2.05 *
Hawaii 3,900 1,200 100 | 2,700 1.15 1.14 1.73 2.04 211 249
Idaho 4,300 4,200 (1) 100 1.20 * 2.23 2.08 * 3.62
Iinois 47,600 39,900 7,600 100 1.28 1.40 1.00 2.10 231 1.60
lowa 9,800 9,500 200 (1) 1.38 1.40 * 2.15 2.09 .
KBNSAS c.ee sttt s st s sencse sreneensasssen s snsassns st asasenan 11,100 10,000 1,000 100 1.24 1.60 1.30 2.07 245 2.20
Kentucky, 12,000 11,100 200 () 1.1 1.27 » 2.04 2.10 *
Maryland 10,100 8,600 1,400 (2} 1.13 0.88 * 2.01 2.06 *
Missouri 20,200 17,600 2,600 - 1.10 1.31 - 1.98 2.24 -
Montana .. 4,000 3,600 (1) 400 1.26 * 1.82 2.20 » 2.57
Nebraska 5,300 5,000 300 (1) 1.42 1.67 * 2.15 2.30 *
New York 34,400 29,100 5,100 100 1.32 1.18 0.58 2,08 2.12 1.48
Oregon 12,300 12,000 100 100 1.28 1.05 1.17 2.07 1.69 2.35
Pennsylvania.. 29,300 26,500 2,300 ] 1.30 1.27 * 2.00 2.10 *
Rhode Istand 2,600 2,500 100 1) 1.54 144 * 2.24 2.51 .
Tennessee 18,600 16,100 2,500 - 1.09 1.33 - 1.94 2.19 -
Utah 5,200 5,100 100 100 1.43 1.81 1.94 2.21 231 249
Vermont 1,800 1,800 - - 1.76 - - 238 - -
Virginia 13,800 11,300 2,500 - 1.12 1.25 - 1.93 2.22 -
Wisconsin, 13,100 11,700 1,300 100 1.53 1.91 1.89 2.29 2.76 3.00

1Less than 50 children.
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Table 23. Rate of children involved in divorce per 1,000 children under 18 years of age, by race: divorce-registration area and 23

selected States, 1970

[Michigan and Ohio do not report race and are excluded from DRA. rates by race. Based on sample data]

Race
Area
Negro Other
Divorce-registration area 9.5 10.1
Northeastern States:
Connecticut 11.1 lg.2
New York 6.1 1.2
Pennsylvania 6.9 120
Rhode island 10.6 119
Vermont - -
North Central States:
lllinois 125 33
lowa X k 17.2 1133
Kansas 14.8 143 223 184
Missouri 13.0 13.1 13.0 -
Nebraska 10.5 10.3 15.0 197
Wisconsin 8.3 7.7 214 5.6
Southern States:
Georgia 119 138 7.8 195
Kentucky 10.8 10.9 9.7 136
Maryland 7.3 8.0 4.8 a5
Tennessee 140 15.2 9.4 -
VIFGINA cocinrvesarersncrnesessaasasessenssessasaesessensessssssnsasnnassassassenasanes 8.7 9.2 7.0 -
Western States:
Alaska 183 19.4 16.4 15.1
California 18.5 19.2 16.7 7.7
Hawaii 14.1 11.1 22.6 15.8
idaho 16.3 16.2 | 1.2385 18.0
Montana 15.7 15.1 | 1,223.3 244
Oregon 17.6 17.8 10.3 10.2
Utah 123 123 2214 113

1L ess than 50 children.
2Population less than 1,000.
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Tabie 24. Median and quartile ages of husband and wife at time of decree and at marriage, by number of children under 18 years of age:

divorce-registration area, 1970

[Based on sample data)

Husband Wife
Number of children under 18 years of age First Medi- Third | First Medi- Third
quar- quar- | quar- quar-
tile an tile | tile an tile

2 children
3 children

Age at decree

26.7 33.1 428 | 24.2 29.8=L 39.5

26.3 34.8 48.7 | 23.7 31.3 459
24.4 289 382 224 26.2 343
27.5 324 396 | 254 29.3 36.3

4 children
6 children
6 children or more..

30.5 35.0 406 | 276 32.2 37.5
32.2 36.4 410§ 29.7 33.4 37.8

335 | 376| 422 | 307 34.1 38.2
35.6 39.2 4341 323 35.8 39.3

Age at marriage

TOtal ceriirniciciiiiiccetirec i naecerareree e sensaescsnrenes 20.7 235 28.6 17.3 20.6 24.6

== e

No children 22.0 25.8 35.2 19.2 235 32.2
1 chitd . 20.0 22.7 26.0 16.8 19.5 233
2 children ......ceeveeeees 19.9 225 25.0 16.6 19.1 227
3 children.... 19.9 224 24.9 16.5 18.9 224
4 children..... 19.7 224 24.9 16.4 18.8 22,2
5 children e rerereesistteerrenreeesaeaas rrraasnratansaasasreasnrarnnne 20.0 225 25.2 16.4 18.7 22.1
B Children OF MOrE.....ccccccermcrieceiereeirenrssrneeenrerereesassessessnnnens 20.1 22.6 25.4 16.3 18.5 219
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Table 25..Percent distribution of divorc‘es by number of children under 18 years of age, according to age of husband and wife at time of decree and at marraige:

total 23 selected States, 1970

[The following Statss are included: Alaska, California, Connecticut, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, lllinois, lowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska,
New York, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, and Wisconsin. Based on sample data]

Number of children under 18 years of age
Age at decree and age at marriage Total Gor
None 1 2 3 4 5 more
AGE AT DECREE
Percent distribution
Husband \

Total 100.0 || 40.7 | 24.7 | 186 9.3 4.2 1.6 1.0
Under 20 years 100.0 53.0 | 429 3.8 0.7 0.2 | 10.7 -
20-24 years 1000 || 46.3 | 40.3 | 11.2 1.9 0.2 0.0 0.0
25-29 years 1000 || 358 | 30.0 | 23.8 7.8 21 0.5 0.1
30-34 years 1000 || 27.0 | 20.7 | 254 | 159 7.5 24 1.2
35-39 years 1000 268 | 169 | 220 | 175 10.0 4.1 28
40-44 years 1000 34.1 | 186 | 209 | 134 6.7 2.7 2.6
4549 years 1000 483 ] 21.2 | 15.7 8.1 3.8 1.8 1.2
50 years and over. 100.0 74.7 | 129 74 3.1 1.2 0.6 0.5

Wife

Total 100.0 §| 40.7 | 24.7 | 186 9.3 4.2 1.6 1.0
Under 20 years 100.0 542 | 40.5 5.0 0.3 0.0 - 0.0
20-24 years 1000 || 424 | 375 | 168 3.6 0.6 0.1 0.0
25-29 years , 1000 || 303 | 243 | 270 | 123 4.3 1.3 0.4
30-34 years 1000 || 246 | 178 230 | 17.8| 104 4.0 2.5
35-39 years 1000 || 2723 | 173 | 219 | 17.1 9.2 4.0 33
40-44 years 1000 || 40.8 | 20.7 | 194 | 104 5.1 2.1 1.5
45-49 years 1000 || 61.3 ] 19.1 | 124 4.7 13 0.6 0.6
50 years and over 100.0 86.8 9.1 3.0 0.7 0.3 0.1 0.0

AGE AT MARRIAGE
Husband

Total 100.0 || 40.7 | 24.7 | 186 9.3 4.2 1.6 1.0
Under 20 years 100.0 225] 316 | 246 | 122 58 2.1 1.2
20-24 years 100.0 )| 339 | 265 | 21.1| 11.0 4.7 1.8 1.1
25-29 years 1000 (| 43.7 ] 242| 175 8.2 4.0 1.5 1.0
30-34 years 1000 638} 20.7 | 135 6.6 3.1 1.3 0.9
35-39 years 100.0 || 66.8 | 16.6 9.1 49 1.5 0.6 0.6
4044 years 1000 || 758} 13.7 5.6 3.2 141 0.3 0.3
4549 years 100.0 || 85.7 8.2 3.9 1.3 0.6 0.2 0.0
60 years and over. 100.0 94.7 3.2 141 0.6 0.2 0.2 0.0

Total 100.0 40.7 | 24.7 18.6 9.3 4.2 16 1.0
Under 20 years 100.0 255 | 292} 23.7 | 123 5.7 2.2 1.4
20-24 years 100.0 || 41.1 | 25.0| 188 9.2 3.8 14 0.8
25-29 years 100.0 || 51.7 | 22.8 | 135 7.0 3.2 1.0 0.8
30-34 years 1000 || 65.0 | 19.1 9.8 3.7 1.2 0.7 0.5
35-39 years 100.0 || 81.0| 11.7 4.9 1.6 0.5 0.1 0.1
40-44 years 100.0 90.7 6.2 2.1 0.7 0.2 0.0 0.0
45-49 years 100.0 || 97.2 2.4 0.1 0.2 0.0 0.0 -
50 years and over. 100.0 99.1 0.5 0.2 0.2 - 0.0 -
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Table 26. Number of children under 18 years of age involved in divorce, average number of children per decree, and average number of
children per decree for couples with children, by age of husband and wife at time of decree and at marriage: total 23 selected
States, 1970

[The following States are included: Alaska, California, Connecticut, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Maryland,
Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, New York, Oregon, Pennsyivania, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, and Wisconsin.
Based on sample dataj

At decree At marriage

Age of husband and wife
Husband Wife Husband Wife
Number of children
Total ceierirreeencerrecnecrrennns 413,300 | 413,300 § 413,300 | 413,300
Under 20 years 1,500 7,300 103,200 | 244,200
2024 YRS c..covrrerrnssnrrcressnrensesnremnesssrsseasssesassssesnmensessnesnsesssssnsase 38,800 70,500 | 204,100 | 122,200
25-29 years ... . 87,000 | 104,300 64,000 30,800
30-34 years 93,100 95,500 24,100 10,300
3539 YEAIS ceevrerscecneirncrecsiecsiesrineresnresseesseresseassones 84,100 72,100 9,900 3,600
A0-A4 YEAIS c.vevrriecrernneresseracisessmesessssssensssssnosssssnmmeeson 58,300 42,100 4,700 1,100
45-49 years 30,800 16,400 1,700 200
B0 YEAIS ANO OVEX .c.c..vreieereiirscerecsnracssiessenssssrssssesessossassnssssessessssesssssstessssssssnessnneesssnsosnsessnasen 19,700 5,100 1,000 100

Average number per decree

Totaluueeeecrmreeccnrrenens 1.20 1.20 1.20 1.20

= =]

Under 20 years.......ccooreveecerscerecsrnenees . 0.51 0.51 1.58 1.56
20-24 years ccccerererecceerrrnnesnenene 0.69 0.82 1.36 117
25-29 years 112 1.41 1.13 0.93
30-34 years ... 1.68 1.94 0.92 0.61
35-39 years..... . 1.92 1.90 0.62 0.29
4044 YEBIS cccuereereerenreerrenmeerrrenesiessnnnne 159 1.31 0.42 0.13
4549 years resssesetesrrennereseneseessrnanareenanans 1.08 0.70 0.23 0.03
50 years and OVEF .......cueececvvemverecrerrisssnnrerensees . 0.47 0.19 0.08 0.01

Average number per decree with children

Total...... L 2.03 203 203 2.03
Under 20 years.........cccccenvreenenn. 1.10 1.12 2.04 2.10
20-24 years 1.29 143 2.06 1.99
25-29 years errnreesraseenes 1.74 2.03 2.01 1.94
30-34 VEArS c.cvorvrcrcerrmrrcaerrnresencssrsnersssssassassssnens 231 2.58 2.00 1.75
35-39 YIS c.ccerreccenririrseneersacsnerresens 2,62 2.62 1.87 1.56
A0-44 YRArS c.cverreceeeereenraerrrireseerersnanees 241 2.22 1.74 1.46
45-49 years .. . 2.10 1.81 1.64 1.30
60 years and over ........... 1.86 1.45 1.68 1.71
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APPENDIX
TECHNICAL NOTES

The term ‘“divorce,” as used in this report,

includes absolute divorces, annulments, and de-
crees of marriage dissolution, that recently
replaced divorces in several States. Various types
of limited divorce (divorces from bed and board
or a mensa et thoro, legal separations, separate
maintenance, etc.) are excluded.

Data are based on national divorce statistics
published annually in the Vital Statistics of the
United States, provisional estimates published in
the Monthly Vital Statistics Report, foreign
divorce rates published in the Demographic
Yearbook of the United Nations, as well as on
unpublished materials tabulated in the National
Center for Health Statistics (NCHS).

State and county totals (the latter used
mostly to prepare data by standard metropolitan
statistical areas) were received from the vital
statistics offices of all States and the District of
Columbia. Information other than totals was
tabulated in the NCHS from samples of divorce
certificates selected from microfilms of all certif-
icates provided- annually by States participating
in the divorce-registration area (DRA). In 1970,
28 States were included in the DRA and South
Carolina was added in 1971. The 1970 list of
participating States, the sampling rates, numbers
of sample records, and estimated numbers of
events are shown in table I. The sampling rate
for individual States was designed originally to
obtain samples containing at least 1,000 certifi-
cates. Four sampling rates were used: all records,
one-half, one-fifth, and one-tenth. As numbers
of divorces have increased considerably in recent
years, the size of the sample was often much
larger than 1,000.

All detailed tables, except tables 1 through
7, and all text tables, except tables A, B, and C,

present divorce data based on a sample. The
sampling error of estimated percents is given in

table II. Data from States with all records
tabulated are not subject to sampling variability
and have no sampling error. In estimates pre-
pared from the samples, small frequencies have a
very high sampling error and a “smallest useful
number” for each State is shown in table I. Still
smaller values should be interpreted simply as
“small” numbers rather than as any precise
value. Percentages and rates based on “small”
numbers are footnoted.

Percentages and medians were computed
excluding cases with information not stated. In
order to compute numbers of children involved
in divorce, total numbers of marriages of di-
vorced persons, and numerators for specific
divorce rates, cases with information not stated
were distributed proportionally. Denominators
for the specific State rates were taken or
prepared from data of the 1970 Census of
Population, while denominators for the DRA,
for the total of reporting States, and for groups
of States were obtained by addition.

Divorce rates for 1970 by age at decree and
divorce rates by race are based on population
data from table 152 of the State volumes,
United States Census of Population, 1970,
“Detailed Characteristics.”® Population bases
for divorce rates by marriage order were esti-
mated from the same table, on the assumption
that the distribution of the total married popula-
tion by marriage order was identical with that of
the married population, spouse present; for the
DRA the latter represented 94.6 percent of all
married men and 92.0 percent of all married
women.

For national rates by duration of marriage,
both numerators and denominators were esti-

NOTE: A list of references follows the text.
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Table |. Divorce sample—sampling rate, sample size, estimated number of events, and smallest significant number: divorce-registration
area and each registration State, 1970

Esti- o
Num- Smallest
A d strat sf'.m' ber of mated signifi-
rea and stratum pling sample l;\um-f cant
rate records er o number
events

Divorce-registration area 80,630 | 429,498 80

Stratum |. All records 13,224 13,224
Alaska...... All records 1,694 1,694 0
Hawaii........ All records 2,585 2,585 0
Montana All records 3,060 3,060 0
Rhode 1SIand........cceeervemevennenneccssssseresesnnens Alt records 1,693 1,693 0
South Dakota All records 1,358 1,358 0
Vermont... All records 1,027 1,027 0
Wyoming.. All records 1,807 1,807 0

Stratum ) 1/2 | 20,407 40,814
ConnectiCUt...ueccerrrecnnrneanen 1/2 2,910 5,820 15
idaho 1/2 1,776 3,552 15
lowa. 1/2 3,539 7,078 15
Kansas 1/2 4,340 8,680 15
Nebraska 1/2 1,848 3,696 16
Utah 1/2 1,814 3,628 15
Wisconsin 1/2 4,180 8,360 15

Stratum Il 1/5 | 18,906 94,530
Georgia 1/5 3,728 18,640 50
Kentucky ....... 1/5 2,138 10,690 50
Maryland 1/56 1,845 9,225 50
Missouri 1/5 3,569 17,845 50
Oregon 1/5 1,914 9,570 50
Tennessee.. 1/5 3,310 16,550 50
Virginia.... 1/5 2,402 12,010 50

Stratum IV 1/10 | 28,093 { 280,930
Alabama . 1/10 1,507 15,070 100
CaAlifOrNIA oeecneeriiiintiiirecsienistsseti sttt irsssesessseasssssnasssesssesnsassasssssessansarsassssnnsssssspsnsssssnes 1/10 11,112 | 111,120 100
lllinois...... 1/10 3,644 36,440 100
Michigan 1/10 2,994 29,940 100
New York 1/10 2,640 26,400 100
Ohio 1/10 3,937 39,370 100
Pennsylvania... 1/10 2,259 22,590 100

mated. The DRA percent distribution by dura-
tion of marriage was applied to the national
total to estimate the numerators. Denominators
were obtained from the 1970 census subject
report, “Marital Status,” PC(2)-4C, table 2,
where various marital status groups are shown
classified by years since first marriage. Data by
years since current marriage for women married
once and women married more than once,
spouse present and married once, were obtained
from selected columns of this table. Data for the
remainder of married women married more than
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once (1.1 percent of the total) were estimated
by applying to the total of the subgroup
percentages obtained for married women, mar-
ried more than once, spouse present.’
Denominators of divorce rates by number of
children reported were obtained from tables 152
and 155 of United States Census of Population,
1970, “Detailed Characteristics.”’® Denominators
for all divorces were all married women, aged
under 55, as few women, aged 55 years or more,

NOTE: A list of references follows the text.



Table 11. Sampling errors of estimated percentages: divorce-registration area and each registration State, 1970

[States with all records included in the sample have no sampling error]

Area

Estimated percent

1 10 25
or or or 50
a9 90 75

Sampling error

0.03 | 0.12} 0.17 | 0.20

Divorce-registration area

Alabama

024} 073 108 1.22

Alaska

California

0.08 | 027 039 | 045

Connecticut.

0.13 ) 0.39 ] 0.56 ] 0.65

Georgia

0.14 | 043} 063 | 0.73

Hawaii

1daho....cceeernriccrernencs

0.16 | 050 | 0.73] 0.84

Illinois

0.15 ] 047 | 068} 0.78

lowa

0.11 ] 036 052| 0.60

Kansas

0.10 | 032} 047 ] 0.54

Kentucky

0.19 | 057} 0.83| 0.96

0.20 | 0.62| 0.89| 1.04

Maryland
Michigan

0.17 } 052 ] 0.75} 0.86

Missouri

0.15}] 044 | 0.65| 0.75

Montana

Nebraska

016 | 048] 0.70| o083

New York

0.18 | 055 0.79 | 0.92

0.14 | 045| 065| 0.75

Ohio
Oregon

0.19 | 061} 0.88) 1.02

Pennsylvania

Rhode Island

0.19 | 0659} 0.86 1.00

South Dakota

0.15 | 046 | 067] 077

Tennessee
Utah

0.16 | 052| 0.77| 0.88

Vermont...

Virginia

0.18 | osa| 078] 0.90

Wisconsin

0.1 0:34 0.50f 0.58

Wyoming

could be expected to have children under 18
years of age. Denominators for divorces with 1
child, 2 children, and 3 or more children were
obtained by adding up all families and subfami-
lies with married head and a given number of
own children; the small group of subfamilies
with 2 or more children was divided equally
between the categories of “2 children” and “3
or more children.” The denominators for di-
vorces with no children reported were prepared
by subtracting the sum of denominators for
categories reporting children from the denomi-
nator for all divorces.

The proportion of divorce certificates with
information not stated varied considerably
among the participating states. Michigan and

Ohio did not report race and Nebraska did not
report the number of this marriage. The percent
completeness of reporting five routinely col-
lected items of information in the DRA and
each State is shown in table III. The complete-
ness of several States, particularly Maryland and
Utah, improved considerably in 1970. Data for
States with a particularly low level of reporting a
given variable were not used in the analysis of
such a variable.

Further detailed information on the techni-
cal aspects of the 1970 divorce statistics can be
found in Vital Statistics of the United States,
1970, Volume III, “Marriage and Divorce,”
Section 4, ‘“Technical Appendix.”
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Table I11. Percent completeness of reporting demographic characteristics: divorce-registration area and each registration State, 1970

Num- Dura- Chil-

Aver- Age ber tion dren

Area o at | Racel | of this o | under

items decree _mar'l riage at | vears

riage decree | of age

Percent

Divorce-registration Grea......ccccrrrseerreereenrerreeennunssressreerrressessrssansssonne 84.9 79.0 757 ¢ 76.1 98.2 95,5
AlBDBIMA...eeeiiiiriiiii e creerecs e ceeerasasresssnmssesssnasesesbssseessasnnassesrmantes srentsseens 43.9 3.3 28.4 3.6 99.1 85.1
ALBSKE coetririnieriieer it srtset e ssrat e es st e e srranta s s v ntseseeneasenensasesressasanane 96.5 93.1 97.2 95.2 99.1 97.7
California..... . . . 94.7 96.0 97.0 90.3 97.5 93.5
CONNMECTICU .. eitcemiremrerrircereessiessnacateserrreesersressssssnenstesssasases sassnssbesnsenessarneasesens 97.3 95.3 98.4 98.1 99.0 95.9
Georgia......... 78.4 70.6 76.3 70.3 87.7 87.3
Hawaii. 99.1 97.9 99.7 99.3 99.8 99.0
Idaho... 87.0 79.6 82,5 79.0 96.4 97.6
HHNOIS ceeveveeeeercrircnee e creee e cnnnen 93.0 95.9 87.6 87.0 98.8 95.6
[OWE ceececreieaceeieincere s seresseesenane 99.2 99.7 99.6 99.0 99.5 98.2
Kansas....... 95.5 91.6 94.3 93.7 99.1 989
Kentucky .. 91.7 86.5 90.5 86.6 97.1 97.6
Maryland... 92.5 93.7 95.1 92.0 99.4 82.4
IMCRIGAN ....oteerieieeeeteiitetecie et eenesesaes st trensae s sbeasteseennesssesesssesesmmnsssesssnsines 246.9 275 (2) 8.2 99.6 99.4
Missouri..... PRSI 98.5 96.6 98.0 99.4 99.3 99.2
IIONTANA ...ttt et s et eeennr e s eseeseesessassssasassnessnnnessessssecormmnnssassrenanse 98.8 98.9 99.7 98.4 99.2 97.8
Nebraska ... rreeneeererenaeansnanaeas 3786 96.6 96.9 £3) 99.8 995
NEW YOrK..oeiioiiiiiicesciriinereerrrcneeesecssesnemsssrsesssssssesssosssessosnssessonanes 94.2 81.2 97.6 95.1 298.9 98.0
ORE0 ettt tce st sesssas st st s s bt s eremsassesansesaantsateRessessReberans 457.5 41.5 (4) 47.5 99.5 99.2
Oregon ...... ereecresasaeesraraenneesrnnaenes 89.6 94.5 82.8 79.9 99.5 91.1
PennsyIVania......cccccceeereveecccrreccnenernennees 88.4 81.5 82.7 81.4 99.4 96.8
Rhode ISland........eccecciimiciiinrrrcnemrecceereevresrersesessnnecins 90.1 979 80.7 77.8 99.1 949
South Dakota 57.2 229 42.4 21.3 99.6 100.0
Tennessee..... 98.2 96.8 99.3 98.4 98.4 979
Utah .......... 92.3 91.9 87.1 88.2 98.2 96.3
Vermont.... 97.9 97.3 98.3 98.4 99.1 96.2
Virginia...... 99.2 98.0| 100.0 99.5 98.9 99.4
Wisconsin .. . 99.6 99.2 99.9 99.7 99.4 99.7
L AV70T, 11127 PO 45.5 6.6 15.9 71 99.4 a98.4

1For husbands; percentages for wives are very similar.

2Race not reported in Michigan; for the 4 reported items the average is 58.7.
3Number of this marriage not reported in Nebraska; for the 4 reported items the average is 98.2.

4Race not reported in Ohio; for the 4 reported items the average is 77.4.
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