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IN RECENT YEARS, over one-half million childven have been in-
volved in divovce cases each yeav, and this number is increasing, The
mean number of children per decvee increased from 0,78 in 1950 to 1.36
in 1964, but declined to 1.32 in 1965, the fivst such decline since 1950.
The national vate pev 1,000 childven under 18 years incveased from 6,3
in 1950 to 8.9 in 1965, Similav changes weve found in the 29 States which
reported the statistical information,

The likelihood of divovce was higher for small than for lavge fomilies.
In the United Stales, in 1960, the divovce rate was 18,7 per 1,000 cou-
ples with no childven and 8.9 per 1,000 couples with childven undev 18
years ofage. Among the latter, the rate varvied between 11,4 for couples
with one child and 6.0 for those with four ov move children.

Special tabulations weve prepaved for divovces classified by numbeyr of
childven and other chavacteristics veported on divovce vecords. These
tabulations were limited o five States: Hawaii, Iowa, Missouvi, Ten-
nessee, and Wisconsin, The mean numbev of childven per decree de-
clined with the incveasing age of pavents at marviage and was smalley
for remarried than for fivst-marvied persons even when the age at
marviage was kept constant. Pronounced diffevences weve found among
racial groups—the mean numbers of children weve highest for nonwhite
couples other than Negvoes, and lowest for Negrvoes, with values for
white couples falling in between,

As expected, the means incrveased with incrveasing age at decvee and
with increasing duvation of marriage, but declined for oldev people,
because most children weve over 18 years and not reported in divovce
proceedings.

The mean was highev when the wife, vather than the husband, was the

" plaintiff, itwas also highev when both plaintiff and defendant lived in the

State wheve the decree was gvanted.

SYMBOLS

Data nbt available---mmocmcm e -—
Category not applicable~wecercmacmcrccene

Quantity Zero--c-——-emmmmmemm ol oo -
Quantity more than 0 but less than 0.05---- 0.0

Figure does not meet standards of
reliability or precision------ecmmcmeaana- *




CHILDREN OF DIVORCED COUPLES

Alexander A. Plateris, Ph.D., Division of Vital Statistics ) '

TREND DATA ON CHILDREN
Tre'nd in the Number of Children

In recent years, about nine children out of
each 1,000 representing over one-half million
children have been involved eachyear indivorces,
The number of children involved is now sixtimes
larger than it was in 1922 and has doubled since
1950. ’

The total number of children involved in di-
vorce in the United States can be estimated for
' two separate periods of time: 1922-32 and 1950-
65, The national estimates are shown in tablel;
the estimating methods are discussed in the ap-
pendix, The lack of information for the 1933-49
period precludes the investigation of these sta-
tistics during the rapid increase and decline of
the divorce rates following World Wax II,

" Data in table 1 indicate that during both
. periods for which information is available, the
number of children of divorced parents increased,
a'_rid this increase was more pronounced than the

_.comparable increase in the total number of di- .

vorces (fig. 1). The ratio between the divorce
totals for 1965 and 1922, the first year for which
information about children is available, was 3.2,
but the comparable ratio for the children involved
was 6.8.

Trend in the Rate and the Mean

' The child involvement rate pex 1,000 children
under 18 years of age in the populationgrew from
2.3 in 1922 to 3.2 in 1929, while during the de-
pression it fell to 2.7 in 1932, In the years 1950-
58 the rate varied between 6.1 and 6.5, but after-

. ward it began a steep increase, reaching 8.9 in

1965. The trend of the child involvement rate was
closely associated with the trend of the divorce
rate, which declined during the depression as
well as in the early fifties and varied very little
in the midfifties. However, since 1958, the child
involvement rate has increased more rapidly than
the divorce rate. The child involvement rate is
also affected by the declining numbers of births.
The population of children under 5 years of age
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Figuré I. Number of divorce and annulment decrees
granted and number of children involved: United
§tates, 1950~65.



declined by 1.3 percent from 1964 to 1965, Though
the rotal population of children under 18 was still
increasing in 1965, thisincrease was very small—
0.3 percent from 1964 to 19635, when compared
with 2.0 percent from 1963 to 1964,!

The mean number of children per decreehad
a trend independent from that of the divorcerate;
it increased consistently throughout the years,

although its values for two consecutive years

were equal in a few cases, andthere was only one
decline, that for 1965,

The proportion of divorces with children in-
volved represented only 34.0 percent of decrees
granted in 1922; this percentage increased to
40.8 in 1932, 44.0 in 1950, and 62.6 in 1964, but
declined to 59.8 in 1965 (table 2), The ratio of
children to divorce decrees with children re-
ported declined during the 1920's and the early
1930°s, increased in the 1950's and the early
1960's, and declined again from 1964 to 1965, The
percentage changes of these two measures were
as follows:

Percentage change
Selected
item

1922-65 | 1922-32 | 1950-65

statistics, for the years 1867 through 1906, since
the high proportion of decrees with no information
on children does not permit the calculation of
reliable averages for all divorces, '

_ Data for the years 1867 through 1906 were
collected at two différent times, each represent-
ing a 20-year period—1867 through 1886, and
1887 through 1906, Differences between themeans -
for the two periods may be due, in part, to dif-
ferences in the methods used and to the higher
completeness and reliability of data for the second
20-year period. The means and the completeness
of reporting in selected years are shown below:

Year Children per Percent

decree with children | not stated

1867~~~ 2,10 : 44,2
1872~~~ 2,02 43.5
1877~~~ 2.06 43,7
1882--~ 2,10 42,4
1886~~~ 2,10 40,7
1887~~~ 1.91 22,2
1892--~ , 1.88 19.3
1897--- 1.88 20.6
. 1902~~~ 1.87 - 19,2
1906--- 1.84 18.8

Proportion
reporting
children----

Ratio of
children to
divorces
reporting
children-~-~-

+75.9 +20,0 +35,9

+17.4 -5.4 +22,7

The increase of the proportion reporting
children was pronounced, but the ratio of children
per decree with children reported increased to a
much smaller degree. The 1922-32 data also in-
dicate that the mean number of children per di-
vorce with children is an unsatisfactory indicator
of the general trend, since it declined during the
years 1922-32, when the number of children and
all other measures were increasing.

‘Data for 1867-1906
Despite its weaknesses, the mean number of

children per divorce with children is the only
measure available for the early period of divorce

Trend in the Distribution

The trends in the total number of children
and in various summary measures reflect changes
in the distribution of divorces by number of
children reported. Since comparatively large dif-
ferences in this distribution are found among the
individual States, a trend can be.observed only if
statistics of a uniform group of States are.used
for all years under consideration. Unfortunately,
due to changes in the reporting States, the trend
of the distribution could be studied only for a
comparatively small number of years, from 1961
through 1965 (table 3).

Data from the 16 registration States where
children were reported with a high degree of
completeness show comparatively little variation
in the annual distributions of divorces by number
of children, but the proportion of couples report-
ing no children declined in all yeais shown in the
table with a single exception, and proportions of
cases with two or more children showed slight
increases.



NATIONAL AND REGIONAL DATA

The Number of Children

In recent years, national and regional divorce
data on the number of children were compiled
only for 1960, Two tabulations of children of di-
vorced couples were undertaken—divorces and
ammulments by number of children reported, from
which the actual numbers of children were esti-
mated; and divorces and annulments by duration
of marriage and number of children,

Data in table 4 show that in 1960 there were
pronounced differences among the four regions—
the child involvement rate in the West was almost
three times as high, and that in the North Central
and the South about twice as high, as that in the
Northeast (fig. 2). Though the number of children
involved was comparatively small in the North-
. east, the number of divorces granted was propor-
tionally still smaller (11.8 and 9.9 percent of the
respective national totals), thus yielding a mean
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Figuré 2. Child involvement rate—number of children
involved in divorce per 1,000 children under 18
years of age: United States and each region, 1960.
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children: United States, 1960. ’

number of  children per divorce of 1.40 which
was much higher than that of the other three re-
gions, The mean numbers were similar for the
North Central, the South, and the West being 1,22,
1.11, and 1,14, respectively.

Likelihood of Divorce by Number of Children
The question is often raised whether the pres-

ence of children contributes to the stability of the
parental couple, The question can also be asked

whether the stability tends to increase when the

numbet of children increases, The available data
indicate that affirmative answers can be given to
both questions, o

Divorce rates by numbeér of children reported

"were computed from 1960 data for the United

States and each region (table 5 and for the United
States, fig, 3). Due to limitations of the available
population bases, the regional rates are less
detailed than the national rates. Methods used for
computing these rates are discussed in the ap-
pendix, In the United States and in each region,
the divorce rate for couples without children is
higher than for couples with children, In the North



Central, South, and West Regions it is more than
twice as high, but the difference is considerably
smaller in the Northeast, For families with chil-
dren, divorce rates decline with increasing num-
bers of children.

The likelihood of divorce declines with the
increasing number of childrén, but it also declines
with the increasing age of husband and wife? and
increasing duration of marriage,3 These four
variables (number of children, age of husband,
age of wife, and duration of marriage)are directly
associated, but from the available data it is im-
possible to ascertain how the likelihood of divorce
is affected by each of these variables taken
separately., Probably, the likelihood of divorce is
inversely associated with each of these variables
when the other three are held constant,

Distribution of Divorces by
Number of Children

Two out of every five couples divorced inthe
United States in 1960 reportedno children, another
two couples reported small families with one or
two children, and about one couple had three or
more children (table 6). The proportion of di-
vorces declined with each additional child--from
43,3 percent for cases where no children were
reported, to 4.0 percent for couples with four
children and 2.6 percent for still larger families.
Divorces reporting five or more children were
not tabulated separately because of the relatively
small numbers involved and thus the number of
children in the largest divorced families remains
unknown, However, 1963 data indicate that occa-
sionally very large families are broken by di-
vorce, In this year, 37 divorced couples in the
divorce-registration area reported more than 10
children, or about one couple out of every 3,800,
The largest family divorced in the DRA in 1963
and included in the sample of divorce records
was reported to have 18 children, ‘

In the North Central, South, and West Re-
gions the percentage distribution of divorces by
number of children reported was similar to the
national average. However, in the Northeast the
percent of divorced couples with no children was
about 12 points below the national average, while
the percent of families with one child was 7 points
above the average, Hence, the combined categories

with no children and with one child in the North-
east differed comparatively little from the national

figure of 66 percent, Divorced couples with four

or more children were most frequently found in
the two northern regions (7.6 and 7.7 percent)
and least frequently in the West (5.4).

RACE OF THE CHILD

Characteristics of children involved in di-
vorce cases are not recorded on the divorce
certificate; all that is known about them is that
they are less than 18 years of age, though the
upper age limit varies slightly among the report-
ing States (see appendix). The only characteristic
of the children that can be deduced from the in-
formation about the parents, given on the certifi-
cate, is race, If both parents belong to the same
race, their children are automatically considered
to belong to the racial group of their parents,
When one parent is white and the other nonwhite,
children are considered to belong to the racial
group of the nonwhite parent. Hence, it is possible
to speak not only about the race of the parents,
but also about the race of the children, However,
such data are available only for six States: Hawaii,
lowa, Missouri, Tennessee, Virginia, and Wiscon-
sin (information about children of parents belong-
ing to two different nonwhite races was not tabu-
lated separately).

The distribution of children by race depends
on the distribution of the State population weighted
by race-specific divorce rates and by the number
of children per divorce, both of whichtendto vary -
among racial groups within a State, In the five
continental States the overwhelming majority of
all children involved in divorce were white and
a minority Negro, while very few belonged to
other races or were born to couples where one
parent was white, the other nonwhite; in some
States, no children belonging to the latter cate-
gories were reported. In Hawaii, the situation
was reversed; about one-half of all childrenwere
nonwhite, other than Negro, an additional one-
fourth were born to white-nonwhite couples, and
only one-fourth were white, while the number of
Negro children was negligible,

The mean numbers per decree are lower for
Negro children than for white children, while the
means for children of other races are the highest,



Figures for children of racially mixed couples
have means similar to those of the combined non-
white groups in their State (table 7 and fig 4).
However, this pattern has to be qualified, because
of the small numbers of some racial groups.
Frequencies for white children are large enough
to yield reliable means in-all six States, but re-
liable data for Negroes are available only from
the five continental States and reliable data for
the other nonwhite and for imterracial children
are available only from Hawaii, There were some
Negro children involved in divorces in Hawaii,
~ and other nonwhite children and children of ra-
cially mixed couples in some continental States.
Their means fall into the patterndescribedabove,
but the numbers of children were very small, (51
children, or less). Hence, the comparison between
white and other nonwhite children is based on
data from one State only and in no single State
can the comparison be made between Negro and
other nonwhite children, It is not known whether
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. Figure 4. Mean number of children per decree by race:
total of six selected States, 1963.

- the high mean found in Hawaii for the other non-
. white children is duplicated on the continent,

though the figure for Wisconsin strongly suggests
it. On the other hand, the racial composition of
the other nonwhite group varies between States,
and this may be reflected in their mean number
of children. ’

The pattern of the mean numbers of children
per divorce with children differs from that de-
scribed above, since means for white- children
are lower than those for Negroes. In the six
States combined these means are as follows:

All children---=c=mmmcmmemmncn- 2,19
White ~=mrmmm e e 2,16
Negro —~--mmmme i mcm e 2.29
Other--m=mmmemm e 2.75
Interracial-mrmmwmemcm e ————— 2,44

The differences among the racial groups are
much less pronounced here than those for the
mean numbers per all decrees, This is due to
the varying proportions of divorces with no chil-
dren reported (table 8). For divorces of Negroes
this proportion is more than twice that for the
other nonwhite couples, 52,7 and 24.5 percent,
respectively, with the percentage for white couples
falling in between (39.5). The proportion of
couples with large families divorced during the
year varied also among the races——couples with
three children or more involved comprised 35.8
percent of all divorces of the other nonwhite,
19.0 percent of the white, and 15.5 percent of the
Negro divorces.

The cause of the variations between races
is not clear from the available data because they
do not seem to reflect race-specific birth rates
or differences in the duration of marriage of
parents at time of divorce.

STATE DATA

The Available Information

Divorce data, including information about
children involved in divorce cases, were collected
for the United States and for each individual
State for the years 1867-1906 and 1922-32, In
more recent years, this information has been
obtained only from limited numbers of States.
Even in 1960, when national and regional data

5



were collected, the sample design was such that
statistics by State could be tabulated only for
areas participating in the divorce-registration
area (DRA), ‘

During the 16-year period 1950-65, infor-
mation about children was reported by 29 States,
but never by all these States in the same year,
The number of reporting States declined from 23
in 1957 to 12 in 1958, This decline was due to the
establishment of the DRA in 1958, which led to
the exclusion of many States that had satisfac-
torily reported the number of children, butlacked
information on personal characteristics of hus-
bands and wives. :

For 1958 and subsequent years, information
concerning children of divorced couples was ob-
tained from the vital statistics publications of
several States that do not participate in the DRA
(Florida, Maine, Mississippi, New Hampshire,
and North Dakota) or which were admitted after
the DRA was initially organized (Connecticut,
Kansas, Michigan, Missouri, Ohio, and Vermont),
Using data for recent years from all available
sources, annual totals of children involved could
be estimated and mean numbers computed for all
29 States (tables 9 and 10). For 24 of these States,
information is available for each year from 1952
through 1965,

Variation Among States

Data in tables 9 and 10 show the variation
among States in the number of children involved
and in the mean number of children per decree,
These statistics also show changes that occurred
in each-State during the years for which data are
available,

In 1965, the number of children involved was
34,500 in Ohio and 1,000 in Vermont, a ratio of
approximately 35 to 1, Similar differences are
found for earlier years, reflecting differences
between States in population and in divorce rates.
When these two variables are held constant, the
variation is still pronounced—the range of the
' mean number of children per divorce in 1965
was between 1,13 in Florida and Mississippi and
1.73 in Vermont, This means that two divorced
couples in Vermont had approximately as many

children as three in Mississippi or Florida (table
10).

Of the 29 States for which 1965 data are
available 15 had 1.35 or fewer children per de-
cree, and 14 had more than 1.35 children (fig, 5).
A variation can be observed in the regional dis-
tribution of the means—almost all reporting
Northeastern States had high means, while all

~ reporting Southern States had low means. In the

other two regions the means were widely dis-
tributed throughout the range,

The numbers of children involved in divorce
increased from 1952 to 1965 in all States for
which this information was obtained, except for
Hawaii, where the 1965 total declined drastically
due to amendments of the divorce laws, The num-
bers more than doubled in Alaska, Florida,
Georgia, and Michigan (table 9),

The mean number of children per divorce
also increased in all States for which information
is available, except for Hawaii, from 1952 to
1965, In 18 of the 24 States this increase was
between 30 and 60 percent. The largest increase
was 77 percent in Alaska and the smallest, 30
percent in Connecticut. Some of the States that
experienced the largest increases in the mean
number of children still had comparatively low
means in 1965 (Florida, Georgia, and Missouri)
(table 10), _

Increases can also be observed by comparing
State data for two consecutive years., Tables 9
and 10 each yield 339 such comparisons for the
years 1952-65, Increases of total numbers were

‘found in 215 cases and of mean numbers in 225

cases, The number of declines was 68 and 96,
respectively, When 3-year moving averages of
the means were computed, eliminating the minor
annual fluctuations, increases were found in 249
out of a total of 281 such comparisons, or almost
90 percent of the cases,

Thus it can be seen that the increase of the
number of children per decree was not only a
national occurrence, but was also reflected in all
States for which information is available, It is
very likely that similar increases occurred in
all, or almost all, other States, The decline of
many State means in 1965 parallels a similar
decline on the national level, ' :
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AVAILABLE INFORMATION ABOUT
PARENTS OF THE CHILDREN
INVOLVED

Information about children of divorced cou-
ples refers only to their total numbers. Their
characteristics are unknown, except that they
are within the age group provided by State laws,
as a rule under 18 years of age, and, in a few
States, their race can be ascertained,

On the other hand, demographic characteris-
tics of the parents are reported in States partici-
. pating in the divorce-registration area, However,
in 1963, reporting of persomal characteristics
was sufficiently complete in only six States, and,
in one of these, the number of children was not
well reported. Therefore, in only five States—
Hawaii, Iowa, Missouri, Tennessee, and Wiscon-
sin—was satisfactory information available about
children classified by characteristics of parents
and this information was tabulated for 1963, In
these five States 33,615 divorces and annulments
were granted that year involving a total of 44,500
children, It must be noted that the ratio of chil-
_ dren per divorce was 1,32 in the five States com-
bined, practically the same as the ratio of 1,31
for the DRA,

The following sections present data on chil-
dren by personal characteristics and the duration
of marriages of their parents, The personal char-
acteristics include age at marriageandatdecree,
number of times married, and resident status.

CHILDREN BY AGE OF PARENTS
AT DECREE

Distribution of Children by Age of Parents

The proportion of divorced couples with
children under 18 years of age is highest when
wives and husbands are in their late twenties or
early thirties, respectively, and then declines
with age (table 11). Husbands and wives 50 years
of age and older at time of decree report no
children under 18 about twice as often as those
under 25 years of age, because many children of
older persons are grown-up and are not reported
in divorce cases. Furthermore, it is possible
that the likelihood of divorce of childless couples

declines with age less rapidly than that of couples
with children, particularly after the childless
couples realize that the chancés of having chil-
dren have become remote, Statistical data con-
cerning this problem, however, are notavailable,

In practically all age groups, percentages of
divorced husbands and wives reporting no children
were higher than those reporting any given num-
ber of children. Among husbands and wives with
children, those who reported one child were most
numerous, except for husbands and wives intheir
thirties, where the percentage with two children
was slightly higher.

The distribution of parents by number of
children changes with age (table 11), Percentages
for persomns reporting one child were highest in
the age groups under 25, while parents reporting
five .or more children were most numerous at
ages 30-39 years, After the peak ages, percent-
ages of all groups reporting children declined
consistently, Couples that report no children are
on the average older than those reporting chil-
dren (table 12), Median ages of husbands and
wives were highest where no children were re-
ported, and lowest when one child was reported.
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Figure 6. Mean number of children per decree, by age
of parents: total of five selected States, 1963.



Number of Children by Age of Parents

Both the total number of children and the
mean numbers per decree vary with the age of
the parents at decree. The largest percentages of
children were reported when the father and mother
were 25-34 vyears of age, the number of children
of this age group comprising over 40 percent of
all children involved (table 13), The meannumber
of children per decree increased while the par-
ents were in their twenties, reached a maximum
while they were in their thirties, and declined
afterward (table 14 and fig. 6).

The mean number of children per decree
with children was 2,2 in the five States combined,
compared with a mean of 1.3 when all decrees
were used, The difference between the two com-
parable means increased with the age of both
parents, due to-the growing proportions of di-
vorces with no children reported included in the
denominators of means per all decrees, The age
pattern of the mean per decree with children was
similar to that of means based on all decrees.
When the parents were under age 25 at the time
of decree, the means per decree with children
were 1.5 for fathers and 1.6 for mothers. They
increased to 2.7 when parents were 35-39 years
old, and declined with the increasing age of the
divorced parents to 2,2 and 1.6, respectively,
when they were 50 years or older., The decline
was due to those families with several children
where the older ones may have reached the age
when they are no longer included in the data,
while the younger children were included. Thus,
the numbers of children reported were smaller
than those which would have been reported by the
same couples if they had divorced at a younger
age.

CHILDREN BY AGE OF PARENTS
AT MARRIAGE

Persons who married at early ages were
likely to have more children at the time of their
divorce than persons married at an older age,
and the age of the mother was more closely as-
sociated with the number of children than was
the father's age. In the five States combined, 40.6

percent of all women divorced in 1963 reported
no children, but this percentage was only 25.6
percent for women married in their teens (table
15). Among all divorced women, 19,6 percent had
three or more children, but this percentage was
reduced to 14.2 for women married when 25-29
years old, and 5.7 percent for women married in
their thirties. Ia all cases the percentages with-
out children increased consistently with increas-
ing age at marriage. This association could be
expected because of the high fertility of younger
women.* In the five States combined, the mean
number of children per decree declined from 1.7

.when the mother was less than 20 years old at

the time of marriage to 0.1 when she was 40
years or over, For the fathers, comparable means
were 1.6 and 0.3. The pattern was similar in all
five States included in the study (table 16).

CHILDREN BY MARRIAGE ORDER
OF PARENTS

The relationship between marriage order and
the number of children reported can be described
as follows. The more times the father and mother
have been married, the smaller the average num-
ber of children per decree and the larger the
proportion of couples reporting no children. The
number of this marriage of the mother shows a
stronger association with the number of children
than that of the father (table 17). The mean num-
bers of children for couples with both spouses
married once were almost three times as large
as those where both parents were remarried, The
means for couples where the woman was married
once and the man more than once were consider-
ably larger than those for first married husbands
and remarried wives (fig, 7). '

The differences among the marriage order
categories are due almost exclusively to the
proportions of couples reportingno children under
18 years. The meannumber of children per decree
with children shows little variation by marriage
order: f{rom 2.2 for first marriages of both par-
ents to 1.9 for remarriages of both, In all five
States the proportion of couples reporting no chil-
dren was lowest when both spouses were married
once and highest when both were remarried.
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CHILDREN BY AGE, COLOR, AND
MARRIAGE ORDER OF PARENTS

Age at Decree

The number of children is associated with
the combined personal characteristics of parents,
Table 18 gives the mean number of children per
decree by marriage order, color, and age at de-
cree of father and mother, The pattern of the
mean numbers of children by age' of parents at
decree is different for the two marriage-order
categories, but rather similar for racial groups
within each marriage-order category.

When fathers, or mothers, were married
once, the means were highest for the 25-34-year
age groups, and this was true within each racial
group. The lowest means for all white children
and for nonwhite children in Hawaii were obtained
when the parents were under 25 years at the
time of decree, but for nonwhite children in the
continental States the means were lowest for the
oldest age group of parents, those 35 years and
older.

10

When fathers and mothers were married
more than once, two different age patterns could
be observed within each racial group--for all
white mothers and nonwhite mothers living in the
four continental States, the meannunibers of chil-
dren declined with age, but for white and nonwhite
fathers, the highest means were found for the 35-
44-year age group,

Within each age group, the Imean numbers
of childern were usually highest for nonwhite
couples in Hawaii, the second highest means
usually occurred for white couples and the lowest
for nonwhite couples living in the four continental
States, Differences between the races cannot be
attributed to duration of marriage, because a
similar pattern is also found when data are clas-
sified by duration of marriage, instead of age, as
discussed later in this report,

When the two nonwhite groups, the Negroes
in the four continental States and the other non-
white couples in Hawaii, are combined their age-
specific mean numbers of children are very
similar to those for white couples,

Age at Marriage

The number of children of mothers married
once is larger than that of remarried mothers
even if they were of the same age at the time of the
current marriage (table 19), Within each mar-
riage-order category, the average number of
children usually declined with the increasing age
of parents at marriage. The mean numbers of
children by age at marriage and marriage order
were highest for the nonwhite couples in Hawaii,
and lowest for nonwhite couples in the continental
States, with means for the white couples falling
in between., Thus the pattern of race-specific -
means was the same as when age at decree v+,
used. '

CHILDREN BY RESIDENT STATUS
OF THE DEFENDANT PARENT

The plaintiffs in divorce cases are always
considered to be residents in the State where the
case is tried and therefore the tabulation of the
number of children by the resident status of
parents is limited to the defendant parent,



In three out of four divorces the wife was
the plaintiff and the husband was the defendant,
and in such cases the number of children per de-
cree was higher than when the wife was the defend-
ant, This was true almost without exception for
comparable pairs of means in each of the five
reporting States (table 20).

Asarule, the average number of childrenper
divorce was larger in cases where the defendant
.lived in the State where the decree was granted
than when he lived out of State. When the defend-
ant lived in the State where the divorce was ob-
tained, both parties to divorce were living in the
same State, and, very probably, the couple lived
in the same State before the separation, Migra-
tion to a different State may have been easier if
no children, or only a few, were involved. There
was also more opportunity to migrate when many
years had elapsed between separationand decree,
and during this interval some of the childrenmay
have grown up and were excluded from the sta-
tistics. The proportion of couples reporting no
children follows the same pattern., No children
are réported more often in divorce cases where
the wife is the defendant, irrespective of her resi-
dent status,

' CHILDREN BY DURATION
- OF MARRIAGE

National, Regional, and State Data

Divorce data classified by the duration of

marriage and the number of children reported .

are available for the years 1960 through 19653
State data were published for each year, and
national and regional data for 1960. From these
data median numbers of children by duration of
marriage were computed (tables 21 and 22).
‘Medians, rather than means, are used because
of the open-ended category "three children or
more,"

: For the United States, the overall median
numiber of children per decree was 1.3 in 1960."
This median was only 0.6 when the marriage had .

lasted less than 1 year, and it increased with
added years of duration, reaching the highest
value, 2.3, for the duration interval of 10-14 years.
Couples with a still longer duration reported

fewer children (1.7), because their children were
growing up and leaving the group included in the
statistics, - :

The pattern of medians in individual regions
and States was similar to that found for the
country as a whole, In all cases, the median was
lowest when the marriage had lasted less than 1
year and increased with growing duration, In
most areas the highest median was found for
marriages that lasted 10-14 years and declined
when the duration was 15 years or more, The de-
cline of the median for the highest open-ended
interval of duration of marriage has a parallel
in the decline of the mean for the highest age
interval, since both were due to divorces of
couples whose children were grown.

Disfribufio.n of Divorces by Number
of Children and Duration

In the United States no children were reported
by almost 90 percent of couples married for less
than 1 year, This declined with increasing dura-
tion to 26 percent when the marriage had lasted
10-14 years, and went up again in the category

so—
B 1 child
E=] 2 children
80— f 3 + children
w
ul
3
[+4 —
(=]
=
o
Y401 0 ____
-
z
1 T
(6] b
x
[
O.
20 — S S
3 23 S Bl R
SR B ] RS
SRR S K g R
Under 1-2 3-4  5-9  l0-1a 15+
DURATION OF MARRIAGE IN YEARS

¥
B

Figure 8. Percent of divorces 'reporting childreﬁ, by
_duration of marriage: United States, 1960

n



with the longest tabulated duration (table 23). In
all duration categories couples with no children
represented a higher proportion of the total than
couples with any given number of children. The
second highest proportion varied depending on
duration,

Even in cases where the duration of mar-
riage was less than 1 year, 12,1 percent of couples
reported children and 3.3 percent had three or
more children (fig, 8 and table 23), Many of these
children were, no doubt, children of one of the
spouses born from previous marriages, On the
other hand, even in the duration category with
the lowest proportion of childless couples, one
out of four couples reported no children. The
median duration of marriage was 4.8 years for
couples reporting no children. When the couple
reported one, two, or three ‘'or more children,
the median duration increased to 5.9, 9.3, and
12,7 years, respectively (table 24),

Children by Duration, Marriage Order,
and Color

The 1963 statistics on children by duration
of marriage were further classified by marriage
order and color, Data for nonwhite couples are
shown separately for the four continental States,
where almost all divorced nonwhite couples were
Negro, and separately for Hawaii, where almost
all divorced nonwhite couples belonged to various
races other than Negro.

When divorces were classified by marriage
order and color, the average number of children

increased in each category with increasing dura-’
tion of marriage. It reached a maximum when
this duration was 10-14 years in all groups
except remarried nonwhite couples, and declined
in the open-ended category. with the longestdura-
tion (table 23). Similarly the percentage of di-
vorces with no children reported declined with
the increasing duration, to a minimum in the
10-14 years category, and increased afterwards
(table 26), ,

Mean numbers of children per decree for
couples where both spouses were married once,
are, as a rule, higher than those for the same
duration of marriage of couples where one or
both spouses had been married more than once.
Some exceptions occurred only in marriages
with a duration of less than 1 year, This may
seem surprising, since many persons married
more than once, particularly women, have chil-

‘dren from previous marriages living with them,

and it could be expected that the proportion of
remarried wives without children would be
smaller than that of wives married once,

As a rule, the mean number of children for
each marriage duration category is lowest for the
nonwhite group in the four continental States,
higher for white couples, and highest for nonwhite
couples in Hawaii,

In general, data on children by marriage
order, color, and duration of marriage are
similar to data by marriage order, color, and
age of parents at decree (table 18), The pattern
of race-specific means within duration categories
is identical with that within age categories,
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Table 1. Estimated number of children involved in divorces and annulments: United States,
1922-32 and 1950-65
[Refers to events occurring within the United States. For method of estimating, see appendix]
B : Estimated | : = Rate per
Year deAil s number of Mgan per 1,080
cree . children ecree children
1965 = mm e m e e e 479,000 630,000 1.32 8.9
19641 c e m e e e e 450,000 613,000 "1.36 8.7
1963 mmmmm e e e e 428,000 562,000 - 1,31 8.2
1962 m e e 413,000 532,000 1.29 7.9
HIE S I e e ——— 414,000 516,000 1.25 7.8
1960 m - e e e 393,000 463,000 1.18 7.2
1959 c e e e 395,000 468,000 1,18 7.5
1958 e e 368,000 398,000 1.08 6.5
1957 cmmm e e e 381,000 - 379,000 0.99 6.4
1956 mn cmm e e m e e e 382,000 361,000 0.95 6.3
R e e T LR T 377,000 347,000 0.92 6.3
R e e e T T 379,000 341,000 0.90 6.4
R e L T L 390,000 330,000 0.85 6.4
1952 e e e e 392,000 318,000 0.81 6.2
I R e L 381,000 304,000 0.80 6.1
1950 m i m e e e e e 385,144 299,000 0.78 6.3
1932 - e 164,241 116,000 0.71 2,7
193] e e 188,003 122,000 0.67 2.8
1930 e e e oo 195,961 131,000 0.67 3.0
R R e L LT 205,876 137,000 0,67 3.2
1928 cmmmm e e e 200,176 132,000 0.66 3.1
R e R e L L P P 196,292 127,000 0.65 2,9
1926 m e m e e e e 184,678 120,000 0.65 2,8
A R et R e LT L L PP e 175,449 114,000 0.65 2,7
1924 m e e e e e 170,952 111,000 0,65 2,7
R e e e T P 165,096 106,000 0.64 2,6
1922 e e e e e e 148,815 93,000 0.63 2.3
IRevised.
Table 2. Percent of divorces and annulments, with children reported: total reporting States,

1922-32 and 1950-65

[Refers to events occurring within the reporting States]

Mean Mean
Percent number of Percent number of
Number of . Number of -
. of decrees children . of decrees children
Year rgggztlng with per decree Year rgzoizlng with per decree
es children with ates children with

children children

1965-=-==m== 22 59.8 2,16 || 1951--~--==- 17 43,9 1.81

1964 mmnmann 22 62.6 2.18 || 1950-===----- 16 4t 0 1.76
1963 ==-==m-n 22 61.6 2.16

1962-==-=m== 21 60,2 2.14 || 1932-~---=-x 1.5, 40,8 1.74

1961-=-=mm== 20 60.3 2.06 || 1931-~-----~ u.s. 38.0 1.76

1960 ==m=m=== U.S. 56.7 2.08 || 1930--~--=-~ U.S. 37.8 1.78

1959===c-m-= 16 59,1 2.00 || 1929-=mmmnnn u.s, 37.2 1.79

1958--~-==-- 12 55.1 1.96 || 1928+-~--==-- U.s. 36.9 1.78

1957 -=--===- 23 50.9 1.95 || 1927---==n-- U.s. 36.5 1.77

1956 =-nomm== 22 48.9 1.93 || 1926-mm====n u.s. 36.1 1.80

1955--~====- 22 48.1 1.92 || 1925--===--= U.s. 36.0 1.80

1954 mmamam- 22 47.8 1.88 || 1924----w-m- u.s. 35.7 1.82

1953~-mcmmmm 22 45.5 1.86 || 1923-----~-- u.s. 35.0 1.84

1952--=cnmmn 22 44,6 1.82 || 1922--wwm=n- U.s. 34.0 1.84




Table 3. Number and percent distribution: of divorces and annulments, by number of children re-
ported: total of 16 selected States,! 1961-65
[By place of occurrence. Based on probability sample]
Number of children
All
Year decrees Not
None 1 2 3 4 5 6+ stated
Number of divorces
1965-~mmmmm=—= 114,192 45,275 25,394 20,192} 11,432 5,968 2,384 1,741 1,806
1964=~mmmmmm=m 111,586 41,804 24,559 19,576 11,796 5,749 2,520 1,786 3,796
1963-~wnmemaum 104,867 41,142 | 23,169 18,832 | 10,830 5,213 2,138 1,505 2,038
1962---=wwmwm~ 102,156 41,223 | 21,987 18,133 | 10,277 4,924 3,525 2,087
1961-~wnmmm=m= 99,037 39,803] 23,373} 16,825 9,251 4,665 3,064 2,056
Percent distribution
1965-=-mwmmmmm 100.0 40.3 22.6 18.0 10.2 5.3 2.1 1.5 ...
1964-=cmmmmamm 100.0 38.8 22.8 18.2 10.9 5.3 2.3 1.7 cee
1963-wwmmnm—e—-" 100.0 40.0 22,5 18.3 10.5 5.1 2.1 1.5 .o
S

1962~=wwmmm—m~ 100.0 41,2 22.0 18.1 10.3 4.9 3.5 e
196l-=rm=m=mm== 100.0 41.0 24,1 17.3 9.5 4.8 3.2 .
lalaska, Hawaii, Idaho, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Ohio, Oregon,

South Dakota, Tenmessee, Virginia, Wisconsin, and Wyoming.

Table 4.

Number of children involved in divorces and annulments:

graphic region, 1960

[By place of occurrence.

Based on probability sample]

United States and each geo-

Mean number
Percent of children
Estimated Rate of
Area number per decrees
of 1,000 reporting Pexr
children children no Per decree
children | decree with
children
United States-==~-=-cmmecrerccmamcaceca" 463,000 7.2 43.3 1.18 2.08
Northeast--===-mmmomeomoe e eccccmemcmm e e o 54,600 3.7 31.2 1.40 2.03
North Central-----==cecmerrmmmc e c e ccnc e 129,600 7.0 43.3 1.22 2.16
South--r==cc-cmmmc e c e mmmc e e c e o e o m o 170,000 8.2 45,6 1.11 2.04
WeSt--=recmomemmdccca e m e c e n oo e m e - 108,700 10.7 44,2 1.14 2.04




Table 5. Divorce rates, by number of children reported: United States and each geographic region,

[By place of occurrence. Based on probability sample, Cases with the number of children not stated are distributed. For the regions, rates for 2,
3, and 4 children or more could not be computed because population bases are not available. For computation methods, see appendix]

Region
. United
Number of children States North-| North south | west
east | Central
Divorce rate
Al1l divOoTceSem-mrcommmmme i ——— e 11.5 4.6 10.9| 14.5| 17.6
Decrees with no childrenee==ecececoccaccccacncrcacccmannacca 18.7 5.3 18.3 24,0 29.0
Decrees with children=-----wscmccmccmcmcnccmancnc e mmne e 8.9 4,3 8.3 10.9 | 13.4
1 childecrmmccc e mnnmcccc e m e mme e mm e m e 11.4 5.6 10.5 13.9] 17.3
2 childreneemm-cmrccrrrcca e arcam e de e e " 8.6
3 children-e--recmccremercnac s e s mce e e 7.9 3.7 7.3 9.4 11.7
4 children Or MOrE@-==vre-mrememcccemcm e e e e am e 6.0

Table 6. Number and percent distribution of divorces and annulments,

ported: United States and each geographic region, 1960

[By place of occurrence. Based on probability sample]

by number of children re-

Number of children
All
Area decrees Not
None 1 2 3 4 54 stated
Number of divorces
United States=---~~---w- 393,388 159,165] 84,711 | 63,927 | 35,586 | 14,674 | 9,523 25,802
Northeastemwermcercammucccacnca 38,998 10,309 9,988 6,560 3,681 1,422 1 1,090 5,948
North Centrale--ea-cac-=-- ]---- 105,999 44,840 22,690 | 17,174 | 10,741 5,100 | 2,908 2,546
Southes-crmvcmrcccnccam e mnndemmn 1 152,826 63,310 31,658 | 23,224 ] 12,008 5,152 | 3,548 13,9.8
Westmrmermram e r e e e am e %---- 95,565 40,7061 20,3751 16,969 9,156 3,000 1,977 3,382
Percent distribution
United Statese---=--rw-- 100.0 43.3 23.0 17.4 9.7 4.0 2.6
Northeastes==--=crcmararccancan 100.0 31.2 30.2 19.8 11.1 4.3 3.3 P
North Centrgle----=ceccamcnaca 100.0 43.3 21.9 16.6 10.4 4.9 2.8 ..
Southe---r-~cmmmccmm e o 100.0 45,6 22,8 16.7 8.6 3.7 2.6 .
Westemmemor e mm e m e o 100.0 44,2 22,1 18.4 9.9 3.3 2.1 .
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Table 7. WNumber of children involved in divorces and annulments and mean number of children per

decree, by race:

six selected States, 1963

[By place of occurrence, Based on total count in Virginia and probability sample in remaining 5 'States]

Selected States

Race
Total Hawaii | Iowa Mo, Tenn. Va. Wis.
Number of children
All racesmem~emmresscm—n e 4,209 2,764 | 7,748 14,392} 11,847 | 9,806 | 7,652
6931 7,414 12,7451 10,297 | 8,118 | 7,216
1,997 243| 1,357 1,366 11,688 371
7 214 1,357 1,366 11 688 298
1,322 - - 38
668 29 - - 51
74 91 290 184 - 65
Mean number of children per decree
All raceSe=emccccorrccmm e 1.30 1.83) 1.55 1.19 1.16] 1.21| 1.58
Whitermmmcaccamanacncana B ettt T 1.31 1.41] 1.55 1.21 1.18| 1.24| 1.61
Nonwhiteewsesccaccmmacnacanaa ~mmeemccecara- 1.22 2,04 1.41 1.09 1.00] 1.08) 1.26
Negromammrmemmommeccarcman e e e e cccm————— 1.09 1.17| 1.49 1.0 . 1, 08 1.24
Other-m==mescoccnanaan B et L L L 2.08 2.08 - - - 2.71
Interracial®memmcamcmncana mermamnncenaac. 1.79 1.98| 1.21 - - -| 1.28

lghildren of five other nonwhite couples counted as Negro.

20ne parent white, the other nonwhite.

Table 8. Number of divorces and annulments, by race and percent dlstrlbutlon by number of children
reported: total of six selected States,) 1963

[By place of occurrence. Based on total count in Virginia and probability sample in remaining 5 States].

Number of children
All
Race decrees .
Totall| None| 1 2 3 4 5 |6+
Numbex Pércent distribution
All racess-rmemmmmcmccmccmcca— e 241,716 | 100.0|| 40.6| 23.2| 17.2(10.3] 5.0} 2.1 | 1.7
Whitem-meenrmmcvcrenccmmaaraeraaann e 35,512 100,01 39.5] 23.8 17.7]10.5] 5.0 2.0 1.5
Nonwhiteserrecarcameamrrrcmrenmm e cenan 5,621t 100.0 47.5f 19.7} 14.0| 8.7} 4.6| 2.6 (3.0
Negromsmmmmmmmmmm—am—— e ————— --| %.549| 100.0| 52.7| 19.3|12.5|.7.3|3.6(2.0|2.6
Other=~wmrmscrcamrcccmrmcc e n e e e cnn 3655| 100.0 || 24.5| 19.3| 20.3+15.89.9| 4.8 5.3
Interracial? cemmmccemmcmcmcm s 4417 {-100.0 .7) 24,51 19.6 | 13,2 | 7.4| 5.6 | 2.9

1Hawaii, Iowa, Missouri, Tenmessee€, Virginia, and Wisconsin.

2Includes 583 cases with ra¢é not stated.

8Five divorces of othér nonwhite parents included with Negroes.

40ne parent white, the other nonwhite.

Source: Data for Virginia from the Statistical Annual Report of the State Department of Health

' 1963 table 35; data for other States tabulated by NCHS.
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Table 9. Estimated number of children involved in divorces and annulments:

[By place of occurrence. Estimating methods and sources of data are given in the appendixj

29 reporting States, 1950-65

Year decree granted

State
1950 1951 1952 1953 1954
Estimated number of children
ﬁiabiga ------------------------------------------------ - --- 6,600 6,900 6,900
T - ——- 400 400 ’ 400
CONMECELCU  mmmmmmmm = mmmmmmmm = mmm e mm m e = m e — e n 85,100 3,100 3,300 3,600 %3 600
FLlOrida-=seecermscmremeocasocssmmmmmscauesmssmmnen———— 810,500 12,000 13,600 13,900 14,300
GeOrgid=mmmcmmmcmmr e eeeecsememmveceseeceeomemane———— ——— _——- 6,800 257600 %, 300
Hawaiice-mwomemcraaccceccmccccmacmccarccc e a e e cm e ——— —— 1,900 2,200 2,200
0 32,600 (2,400 2,400 2,400 2,500
TOWA == === mmemmm e m o m S oAt m e e s e e m e 4,900 84,900 5,400 5 500 5,700
KANSAS === = m e - — 457000 %5400 5,200
£ U S - —- 2,500 27500 2,300
Marylandesecescscaccccccmmmmncr e c e s e e e ——— ==y ——— _—— ——
Michiganemmm-mm=memmmomemcmme—cemsec—.e————e .o —— e 13,700 10215 100 | 1%11,300 1°“12 ,600 | %15 000
MiSSiSSipPimeommmmmmmmmmem o me oo e ac o 14,300 %100 24,400 %4200 24,300
MiSSOULLm-mrmscosmmortmcemacmasscaemcmmo e mmm e 28 200 a'°8,400 9,100 9,000 28,800
MONEANA =~ nm = mmmommomsm—emmcammemm—mmraamem e e oo 21,800 1,900 1,900 2,000 2,000
Nebraska=m-==-c-semoccommsoccasmmsmscssocone s o 2,400 62,300 42,400 2,200 2,400
New Hampshire ®17200 1,200 617300 817300 61,300
North Dakota===-==m-==smmoomomesmcocmonnomessomoe e £700 8700 3700 3700 *%300
ORLO= = mmmm e mm = mmm o~ _—- .- 18,600 20,800 20,200
O R L L L DL PR e 84,800 5,000 5,300 5,400 457600
Pennsylvanjaeesencccmancccarnnanacnecncasnemmacnne o ena - ——— ——— ——— ——- -
Rhode” Islande-=-m==ommmmcm-secccmcmamamocunna= P - - - ——— - -
South Dakota=s=====mmmmammmmemmero oo e e -| #1,100 1,100 41,100 1,100 1,300
ginﬂessee ---------------------------------------------- bg, 1400 6,600 6,900 7,100 7,600
- e R L L L L R e il L - - - —_——— -
VEITIONE mmmmrem o mm s e e 4700 4700 %600 3700
%lrglnla-- 4,600 4,700 6,200 6,800 16,100
isconsin~emermenmnvan ——— ——— ——— —== ——
WYOmANg=nmmmmmmmm = ammmmmmmmm s e o mm oo oo e ‘1,000 | **1,100 | *%1,200 *1,200 *1,200
Definition of children by year and State., Includes children under 18 years of age, with the followin
y [ g

exceptions:
'Minor children affected by decree.
Minor children.
3¢Children affected by decree.
*Number of children.
SChildren under 18 of this marriage.
f¢children under 21.
"Children under 21 affected by decree.
8A11 dependent children under 21.
9Dependent children under 19.
Vchildren under 17.
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Table 9. Estimated number of children involved in divorces. and annulments: 29 reporting States,l950—65—;Con.

[By place of occurrence. Estimating methods and sources of data are given in the appendix]

Year decree granted
1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965
Estimated number of children
8,100 | " 29,100 ®10,200| 12,900| 17,600| %21,300| !22,800| '15,300] 16,400| 15,100] 13,000
5. 8400 %500 | 5 ¥500| . b70 w0900 | 7900 | - 17100 | 717100 71,200 | 71,200 71,600
3,400 3,000 | °3,100| ,,°3,000| ,,"3,700 | ;,°3,400 3,800 | 64,200 | 6b4 700 | Sb5 500 655,600
14,600 15,900 | 15,500 15,600 | 018,300 78800 | 22,500 | 10230400 | 1b24,900 | 125,700| 1b28,600
6,900 | 27,500 | ®8,600 8,200 9,100 9,100 | 11,000| 11,700| 13,000 | - 13,500| 13,900
2,300 2,400 2,300| 22,300 2,500 22,400 25,900 22,500 92,800 123 100} 121,500
2,400 2,300 | 2,700 2,700 3,100 33,200 3372001 33,400 33,500 | 33,600| 23,700
5,600 5,500 | - 4,800 5,200 5,900 6,100 6,900 6,800 7,800 7,800 7.600
5,400 45,400 | *%5,900 85,400 26,300 46,500 47,000 47,500 477900 | 48,500| %8,200
2,300 2,300| 2,400 2,400 2,700 2,800 | 12,900 3.100| b3,500] 3,700 3,900
oo === | 100, o3 s = g oo | g 55900 5,700 6,800 7,700 8,600 8,800
15,900 | 1°14,500] 14,700 #°14,900| *°17,400 | **19/200 F 19,700 | 22,800 | 22,600| 26,900| 26,900
24,300 24.700| 24.600| 2bs4 . 700| 2ba,000| 205,600 205,800 206,200| 2b6,200| 2b6,400( 26,500
55°200 | $292200| 29,800 | 3697900 | 112200 | **11.800| #12,400 | 414,600| 14,400 | 14,900 | 15,400
1,900 2,200| 2,300 2,400 2,600 2,500 2,800 2,700 2,600 2,900 2,800
3 d 8 11 3

2,500 | 392,500 2,500 2,500 2,600 2,400 33,200 33,20 33,200 33,600 33,700
61,300 | 1,300 1;300| 1,300 1°400 | 12600 | 01,600 | 102,10 137000 | 1b20200| 152500
5700 6600 | 8700 , 3b800 | , 3b900 35900 3h900 | %b1,100{ 3b1,100| 8P1,300| 3b1,200
22,000 | 21,400 ®23,5001 P23,500| P25,600 | ®"28,400{ 28,500 | 29,600 | 31,600| 34,300| 34,500
5,700 5,700 | 65,500 6,100 | 117,000 6,700 7,000 8,000 7,700 9,400 8,200
--- ——- — -——-| 17,300| 18,900 17,400| 19,900| 22,200| 23,500| 20,500
——- - - _—- - o § — .- 1,600 1,800 1,700
1,100 1,000 900 800 1,000 1,200 . 1,300 | 1,300 1,400 1,600 1,700
7,900 8,200 8,500 9,000 9,900 | 9,400 510,800 | °11,000| 511,800 513.800{ 513,400
--- -—-| 2,000 2,600 3,100 2,900 3,600 4,000 &,400 4,800 4,900
o %600 | 4 ®700| %600 | (3600 3b600 sb700 |, 3800 36700 3b700 sbgoo | 301,000
60| o) fedo| el pae| e o) Cnal| g
- - - -- 7,7 . 00
1,100 | *1,100] 1,200 1,300 1,400 1,500 1,700 1,800 1,800 1.900 1,900

11Dependent children.
2children under 20 years of age.

Bpefinition not available.

lyiem changed from "number of minor
on July 1, 1964.

%Tncomplete.
bpased on data from State publications.

®Tncludes 7 decrees of separate maintenance.
d1pncludes 16 decrees of separate maintenance.

Source: Rased on data published in the Vital Statistics of the United States,

children affected" to "number of children under 18 affected by decree"

1950-65, and in vital sta-

tistics publications of the States.
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Table 10. WMean number of children per decree: 29 reporting States, 1950-65

[By place of occurrence., Estimating methods and sources of data are given in the appendix]

Year decree granted

State
1950 | 1951 1952 1953 1954
Mean number of children

- - 0.74 0.74 0.77
—— 6 oo 0.79 0.74 0.82
61.16 1.20 1.15 1.26 1.26
80.58 0.64 0.67 0.69 0.73
| - —— 0.76 20,82 40.80
g "= ——- 1.44 1.69 1.75
0.96 (0-92 0.94 0.92 0.99
10.90 0.9 4096 4L.04 1,09
— - 0.94 0.95 0.98
Maine---. o —— 1.11 1.13 1.12
arylandee-wcecnsccmsceccnceccncacm e e cacc e cdrcca -—— -—— ——— ——— ——-
Michigane-esasmomocoamommommaccanacameommononommasanee 0.86| 10%,79| 1039 76 | 1020 76 | 1025 g2
MiSSiSSipPicmmmmm-=momemme=cmemmmmas—mmmmcammecma—- 10,71 20.75 20,82 20,81 20.85
MiSSOULicammecmeemmacmamcmccamesmmcacmcamnem——enmcn—— 20.68] %°0.70 0.71 0.73 20,76
MONEANA-===-==-m-mmoememmcemcacmmamme———amm—ammm—m—ae 20.92 1.01 0,95 0.99 1.03
Nebraskas--=co--o=acmnuc- 0.93 0.97 £0.99 40.93 §0.99
New Hampshire 5.13 .12 1.13 1.21 gle2l
North DaKot@emme=mmmmcmmameccameceremammam—ac—a—————— 8.17 8.16 81.15 | 81.15 1.37
Ohio==rm--mrm-mme—mmecmamma—meeemma—mec—cam———mee -— —- 0.85 0.89 ,0.93
OrEgON=-mmremmmcmmmm o mcmecemeemame e me ot oe e eeee 30.81 0.82 0.84 0.85 0,92
Pennsylvanigescce-scsccmracnomccnrcnncarcanccnmcnccena - - —— -— -
Rhode Island~--w===-rcmccccanrccnocanax e m e ————— ——- ——— ——- -—- ——-
SoUth Dakota=mcemmewmarenearacememsamn-———e—————————— 4,16 1.24 419 1.23 1.37
TENNESSee-mm=mmrammmoamomme o ma—mame—em—mm—m e mmaoon 60.. 81 0.86 0,89 0.92 0.96
Ut@heeme=mammmeremmemenemcacemcsemcemane——=mm———————- - —— - -— —
VETIONE = mm = m;mmmm mmmm e ———————— ——- 4.17 4,07 41.20 81,33
Virginiae-me-eemeemeec=emeceme—sesmem—me—————————— 10,77 0.78 0.79 | .85 0.84
Wisconsin-- P - PPt - -
WYoming-=-v=cmeuromecan oo n e mm e 0.83| 420,92 20,96 20.98 21.02
Definition of children by year and State. Includes children under 18 years of age, with the

following exceptions:
IMinor children affected by decree.
®Minor children.
8Children affected by decree.
“Number of children.
5Children under 18 of this marriage.
SChildren under 21.
"Children under 21 affected by decree,
8411 dependent children under 21,
9Dependent children under 19.
10¢hildren under 17.
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Table 10. Mean number of children per decree: 29 reporting States, 1950-65-—Con.

[By place of occurrence. Estimating methods and sources of date are given in the appendix]

Year decree granted

1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965
Mean number of children
0.83 20.87] 20.93 gL-05 ol-17 711.23 711.29 §1.24 ;1.32] .1.36 .18
ARSI A I I i e | e
1. 1. .1 1.21 1. 1. . . . 1.47 .
1 0.73 0.79 0.831 1bp,90 | 1bp,95{ 1bp,97| 1b1.05 iby 06| 1,10 1b1,09| 1b1.13
20,91 | 20.96| 20,98 1.03 1.05 1.02 1.15 1.19 1.23 1.19 1.16
1.68 1.82 2,00 121,94 1.80 21.89 %.87 1.71} 21.85{ 121,84| 121,35
0.98 %.og 1.13 1%% 112.8 31'%2 1.{1“9F 122 31'%2 31.23 31.2{1*
1.11 .1 1.17 1. 1. 1, 1. 1. 1. 1.5 1.
1.06 4.10| .4.18 8.15 513 ‘{;1.35 E;41.35 lf1.41 47,46 | Hike 1.50
1.19 1.18| " 1.25 b1,28 b .35 1.38 1.42 1.49| PBi.s59| 1,53 1.54,
— — -— - — 1.15 1.08 1.14 1.24| 1.26 1.23
105,90 | 199,90 ,0-95| #bi.08| 109| 16| 1.22 gple31| g1.30| 51.39| ,1.33
20,88 0.941 20,92 0.9 0.96 1.07 1.11 1.13] 21,13 1,12 1,13
20,81 | 620.83] 20.90| 3b0.92] 3bp.96| 8b1.05 41,07 4,21 1.20 1.17 1.16
0.97 1.09 1.14 1.19 1.24 1.25 1.38 1.40| _1.36| .1.46 GL.41
31.05 | 341,08| 81,12 §1.19 117 20 131.12 L35 G136 Sy Misz| o %14s
61,22 1.24 ) 1.210| 1.3%4 30| Byazi a5 gl 2144 3"1.46 1,60
1.36 1.18 .36| 3b1,55| 3by 59| 3bp 51 Y .42 1.74 1.57| .72 1.69
0.99 1.00| ©1.04 b1.09 bi,13 b, 23 b1, 27 1.27 1.33 1.37|  1.33
40,93 0.99| 61,05 1.11| 1,16 1.17 1.17 1.32 1.24] 1,45 1.32
- - --- - 1.25 1.31 1.28 1.39 1.53 }.gz 122
- —— - - -— e -— Cemn 1.5 . 1.
1.27 1,21 1.39 1.23 1.36 1.5L 1.52 1.47 .46 1.66 1.64
0,94 0.98 0.99 1.33 oL-08 51.32 51.1§» , 51.16L5 %g 512; 51.20
—— _— 1,22 1.28 1.43 1. 1.5 1.63 1. 1. 1.71
41,17 .29 | 2.23| 3b1.23| 3. 31| W 58| .59 1,55\ b1 53| 3Pi S0l 73
20,90 20.88 | 20.99 60.99 61.06 11,03 11,17 11,19 i.18] 1,21 1.21
- O ey - 1.39 1.31 1.40 1.32 1.59 1.62 1.55
1.01 21,00 1.07 1.12 1.11|  1.15 1.30 1.34 1.32] 1.34 1.29

Upependent children.
12Children under-20 years of age.
Bpefinition not available,

YTtem changed from "number of minor children affected" to "oumber of children under 18 affected

by decree," on July 1, 1964.
a, Incomplete.
b. Based on data from State publications.
c¢. Includes 7 decrees of separaté maintenance.
d. Includes 16 decrees of separate maintenance,

Source: Based on data pﬁbliéhed'in the Vital Statistics of the ﬁnited States, 1950-63,
vital statistics publications of the States.

and in
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Table 11, Number of divorces and annulments, by age of husband and wife at decree and percent
distribution, by number of children reported: total of five selected States,! 1963

[By place of occurrence. Based on probability sample]

Number of children .reported
All
Age at decree decrees - -
Total | None 1 2. 3 4 | 5+
Husband Numbexr Percent distribution

All ages=s=cecmrmmccmcmee e na . 33,615 ] 100.0 40.6 ] 22.81] 17.0 10,4 5.2 4.0
Under 25 yeérs 5,688 | 100.0 41.3 | 36.,5] 16.9| 4.71°0.6] 0.1
25-29 years 6,270 |1 100.0 29,71 28.7| 22.6| 12.1| 5.4 | 1.4
30-34 years 4,884 | 100.0 23,31 21.2| 22,2} 17.3| 9.1| 6.9
35-39 years 4,433 |1 100.0 29,5 | 18.4| 19.1| 15.8| 8.8 8.4
40-44 years 4,040 | 100.0 37.4 | 17.9| 17.2| 13,1 8.1 6.4
45-49 years 2,707 | 1L00.0 54,5 17.5| 12.7 6.3 3.7} 5.3
50+ yearser-s-- s 4,730 1100.0 | 75.2|11.9| 6.4| 2.41 1.5] 2.5

Wife )

All ages=-sc-~-—memm oo 33,615 ( 100.0 40.6 | 22.8| 17.0] 10.4| 5.2 4.0
Under 25 yearS==-=s-e---meoecmmmmm oo 9,849 |1 100,0( 38.034.3| 18.5| 6.3| 2.5| 0.4
25-29 years=--~en-- 5,719 } 100.0 22,6 23,7 22,1| 18.3].8.1]| 5.3
30-34 years=--- 4,584 1100.0 25.7| 18.3| 20.6] 15.9 '9.4|10.1
35-39 years=-—--mm-meee e deee e 4,024 1 100.0 31.7| 17.4 | 18.6 | 15.4| 8.9{ 8.0
40~4L yearse——-mmmom e e oo 3,382 1100.0 48.21 18,5 15,1 9.5| 4.6 4.2
4549 yearSe--mama ool 2,293 1100.0 67.3] 15.0 12.0 2,41 1.5 1.8
30+ yearsm-~cmmmemme e R s 2,845 1100.0 87.1 9.2 1.8 0.6 0.7 0.6

1Hawaii, Iowa, Missouri, Tennessee, and Wisconsin.

Table 12, Median age of husband and wife at decree, by number of children reported: five selected
States, 1963 ‘ :

[By place of occurrence. Based on probability sample. Medians computed from grouped data. Asterisks denote medians computed from less than
100 cases]

Selected States

Number of .
children Husband Wife

Total Hawaii| Iowa | Mo. Tenn.| Wis, | Total Hawaii| Iowa| Mo. Tenn.| Wis.

Median age at decree

All decrees~| 34.5 35.8( 33.0| 34.9] 34.2( 35,4} 30.9 32,6 29.8| 31.1| 30.1| 32.2
Nong=-=r-=v-o-n 39.6 39.0( 38.9| 40,3 38.2| 41.4| 36.2 34.7| 36.3| 36.4] 34.9| 39,6
One~ce--ccmcau- 29.6 33.8( 28.3| 31.1| 28.6| 30.8| 26.4 30.5| 25.0| 27.4| 25.0] 27.5
TWOm == mmmmmmm e 32,1 33.1| 29.9| 31.4| 33.0) 33.2} 28.9 30.2| 27.7| 28.4| 29,5 29.4
Three--==-==---- 34.0 35.5( 33.0( 34.0| 34.1] 34.2| 30.1 31.2| 29.8| 30.3| 29.9| 30.8
FOUL=mmmrmmmmm—n 34,2 36.9( 35.0{ 34.8| 36.1] 35.4[ 31.7 33.3| 31.7] 30.5| 32.2| 32.4
Fivewm-cemcnno- 36.9 *36.4| 36.2| 36,0 38.81 36.9| 33.0 %*33,8| 32,6/ 30.8| 33.0] 33.9
Six or more----| 39,1 *39.1| 37.9| 38.8| 40.2] 39.0| 34.3 *34,8| 34.6| 33.9| 34.3| 34,5
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Table 13. Percent distribution of children involved in divorce
at decree: five selected States,

1963

[By place of occurrence. Based on probability sample]

s and annulments, by age of parents

Age of parents at decree

Selected States

Total | Hawaii | Iowa Mo. | Tenn. | Wis.
Father Percent distribution
ALl ages-mmmm e e e L 100.0 100.0| 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0
Under 25 years-= === oo oo e 11.3 7.5) 14.0| 11.2| 12.4; 8.6
25-29 JeArS== o o= mm oo e e e 20.1 15.7| 22.1| 20.8| 20.2| 18.4
30-34 Year S -om o m e e 21.7 23.1| 20.8] 22.5| 19.6| 23.9
35739 years-—mmmmm o o e 19.5 20.7| 19.3| 19.1| 19.6] 19.2
40-44 years == oo o e L 14.9 16.8| 12.7| 15.4) 14.7| 15.7
45-49 JeAL §=mmm o mm o m e m e 6.6 9.7 7.0] 5.3} 7.0| 7.2
50 years and OVer=---=c==mmmmm e 5.8 6.5 4.0 5.7 6.1 7.0
Mother
All ages==mm o e 100.0 100.0} 100.0| 100.0 | 100.0| 100.0
Under 25 years-—w—mcmmcm oo o ool 23.1 16.71 24.57 24,7} 23.8| 19.8
25~29 JEAY Sm = mm oo e e 24,2 20.5| 23.7} 25.2| 24.9| 23.3
30-34 years----mm- B e 21.7 23.2| 23.3| 21.7| 21.0| 20.7
35-39 years-mm = oo 17.0 20.7 16.6| 15.6| 16.2| 19.9
40-44 years== == oo e 9.4 12.7 7.9 8.8 9.2| 1l.0
G549 YA S mm o o e e e 3.3 4.6 3.2 2.4 3.9 3.5
30 years and Over==---e-momamm e 1.3 1.7 0.8 -1.5 0.9 1.9
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Table 14.

[By place of occurrence. Based on probability sample]

Mean number of children by age of parents at decree: five selected States, 1963

Selected States
Age of parents
at decree Father Mother
Total | Hawaii | Towa | Mo. | Tenn. | Wis. | Total | Hawaii | Towa | Mo. | Tenn. | Wis.
Mean number of children per decree

All ages--- 1.3 1.8 1.6 ] 1.2 1.2 1.6 1.3 1.8 1.6 ] 1.2 1.2 1.6

Under 25 years--- 0.9 1.2 | 1.110.8 0.7 1.1 1.0 1.4 1.2( 1.0 0.9 1.2
25-29 years~----- L.4 1.6 1.7} 1.3 1.2 1.5 1.8 2,00 2.1}1.8 1.7 2.0
30-34 years------ 1.9 2.3 2,111.,9 1.6 2,3 2,1 2,4 2.611.9 1.8 2.3
35-39 years--~--- 1.9 2.3 2.3 1.8 1.7 2.1 1.8 2.4 2,2 1.7 1.5 2.3
40-44 years------ 1.6 2.2 1.8 1.4 .4 2.1 1.2 2.0 1.3].1.0 L.1{ 1.6
45-49 years------ 1.1 1.7 1.410.9 1.0 1.2 0.6 1.2} 0.710.5 0.7 0.7
50+ years-~------ 0.5 1.0 0.5(0.4 0.5} 0.8 0.2 0.5] 0.2]0.2 0.1] 0.3
Table 15. Number of divorces and annulments, by age at marriage of husband and wife and percent

distribution, by number of children reported: total of five selected States,l 1963

[By place of occurrence. Based on probability sample]

Number of children
Age at marriage deﬁ%ies Total
None| 1 2 3 4 | 5+
Husband Number Percent distribution
All ages”==-=-m-mme e 33,615 | 100.0] 40.6y 22,8 17.0| 10.4| 5.2 4.0
Under 20 years--e-==—mom oo ce e 6,338 | 100.0 || 25.2} 27.7| 24.3| 12.6 | 6.2 4.1
20-24 years----- R e E T 12,782 1 100.0{| 30.0{ 25.0| 20.3| 13.3| 6.5 5.0
25-29 years=e---—mmme o e e 5,331 1100.04 39.2| 23.0| 17.2| 10.1} 5.5 4.2
30-39 years-=—m---e—emm e cm e 4,515 100.0 | 58.4] 18.8} 10.1| 6.1 3.2 3.4
40+ years-==-cm oo eee e 3,502 1 100.0 83.6 9.7} 3.2 1.6|0.9 0.9
Wife
All ages” ~=c--cccmmm e em 33,615 | 100.0 | 40.6| 22.8| 17.0| 10.4| 5.2 | 4.0
Under 20 years=-----—-ccm e e oo 15,615 100.0 i 25, 26.0| 22,7| 12.91 7.0 | 5.8
20-24 yearS=-==—c-ecmme e 7,900 | 100.0 36.8| 26.0| 16.9| 11.9| 5.2 | 3.3
25-29 yearS§=-~--=-m e e 3,261 100.0| 49.0| 21.8| 15.0| 8.3 3.6 2.3
30-39 yearS=--m---mme e meeeeem- ©3,110 | 100.0 71.9| 17.0| 5.5{ 3.4|1.3| l.0
40+ yearS-—-mem s e 2,360 | 100.0 |} 94.7| 3.2} 1.2} 0.7(0.1]| 0.1

1 .. . . . .
Hawaii, Iowa, Missouri, Tennessee, and Wisconsin.

2 .
Includes decrees with age not stated.

26



Table 16. Mean number of children per decree, by age of parents at marriage: five selected States,
' . ‘1963

' [By place of occurrence. Based on probability sample]

Selected States

Age at marriage o Father Mother
Total | Hawaii| Lowa | Mo. | Tenn. | Wis. Total| Hawaii| Towa| Mo. | Tenn. | Wis.
Mean number of children per decree

All ages--- 1.3 1.8 1.6] 1.2 1.2] 1.6 1.3 1.8 1.6( 1.2 1.2| 1.6

Under 20 years--- 1.6 2.3 1.9| 1.6 l.4| 1.9 1.7 2.3 1.9 1.7 1.5 2.1
20-24 years------ 1.6 2,0 1.8} 1.5 1.4 1.9 1.3 1.8] 1.6| 1.2 1.1} 1.6
25-29 years----~-- 1.3 1.9 1.5] 1.2 1.2| 1.6 1.0 1.7 1.3] 0.8 0.9 1.4
30-39 years------ 0.9 1.7/ 1.1| 0.8 0.7} 1.1 0.5 1.5 0.6]| 0.3 0.4 0.6
40+ years--=--=-- 0.3 1.0f 0.3} 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.1 0.5 0.1} 0.1 0.1 0.1

Table 17, Mean number of children per decree and percent of decrees with no
by marriage order of husband and wife: five selected States, 1963

[By place of occurrence. B;Lsed on probability sample]

children reported,

Selected States

Marriage order

Total

.Hawaii

Iowa

Mo.

Tenn.

Wis.

All couples=-=~=-wemmcmmeme e e e e e

Mean number of children per decree

First marriage of both----w-e~cmmcccmcmccm e
First marriage of mother, remarriage of father-----~----
First marriage of father, remarriage of mother----------
Remarriage of both---=-emcomcmmmccccmcomcoccccccccnn e

1.3 | 1.8] 1.6 1.2| 1.2| 1.6
1.6 2.0| 1.8| 1.4| 1.4| 1.8
1.4 1.6| 1.6| 1.4| 1.2| 1.6
1.0 1.8} 1.2| 0.7 o0.9| 1.3
0.6 1.3 0.91 0.6°1 0.5] 0.6
Percent without children .
40.6 28.61 33.2 | 45.2 | 43.8] 33.2
30.9 22.7| 23.2 | 36.6 | 32.4| 23.6
38.4 32.4| 29.8 | 39.8 | 44.2 | 31.6
55.5 31.8| 44.6 | 67.0 | 56.4 | 48.5
68.1 47.3| 59.3 | 69.8 | 71.9 | 71.2
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Table 18. Mean number of children per decree,
parents: total of five selected States,l 1963

[By place of occurrence. Based on probability sample]

by marriage order,

age at decree,

and color of

Marriage order and
age at decree

Nonwhite
Total White
Continental ..
States Hawa;l
Father |Mother || Father | Mother | Father | Mother | Father Mdther

All decrees

Under 25 yearSes=eesceascmcmcscaca
25-34 yeargm-mmem=immcececnanaeea-

35 years 0 MOYewrwmmvcmnermewen=

First marriage

Under 25 yearge==wmenveccmsncucse
25-34 yearses-wscacmmsncccacna—o

35 years Or MOYEmmmmusumcmcecneae
Remarriage

All agegSewmmmemccaacaas _——

Under 35 yearsew=s=wmamcensccaeax
35-44 yearssm=weecmweccecceccaaa--

45 years OY MOr@ewewemeemsmemsccnws

Mean number of children per decree

1.3 1.3 1.3 1.3 1.1 1.1 2.0 2.1
0.9 1.0 0.8 1.0 1.3 1.2 1.4 1.6
1.6 1.9 1.6 1.9 1.5 1.8 2.2 2.4
1.3 1.1 1.3 1.1 0.9 0.6 2.1 2.1
1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.1 1.3 2.1 2.2
0.9 1.0 0.8 1.0 1.3 1.2 1.4 1.7
1.8 2.2 1.8 2.2 1.6 2.0 2.2 2.5
1.6 1.5 1.7 1.6 0.9 0.7 2.2 2.2
0.9 0.7 0.9 0.8 0.8 0.4 1.6 1.8
1.0 1.1 1.0 1.1 0.6 0.8 2.1 1.9
1.2 0.9 1.1 0.9 1.3 0.3 2.0 2.4
0.6 0.2 0.6 0.2 0.5 0.1 0.9 0.9

1 . ' . . .
Hawaii, Iowa, Missouri, Tennessee, and Wisconsin.
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Table 19.

Mean number of-children per decree,

by marriage order, age at marriage,

parents: total of five selected States,! 1963

[By place of occurrence. Based on probability sample]

and color of

Nonwhite
Total White
Marriage order and age Continental ..
at marriage States Hawaii
Father | Mother || Father | Mother | Father | Mother | Father | Mother
All decrees Mean number of children per decree
All ages=-~=---mmemmcom—an 1.3 1.3 1.3 1.3 1.1 1.1 2.0 2,1
Under 20 years--~---==wececceenco= 1.6 1.7 1.6 1.7 1.3 1.6 2.7 2,6
20-24 years--~~-ecmmcemcecuonaa- 1.6 1.3 1.6 1.3 1.4 1.4 2.1 2,0
25 years Or more--=--—----c-o-=- 0.9 0.6° 0.9|. 0.6 0.5 0.3 1.8 1.7
First marriage
All ages~--=-mccmcmmennoa- 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.2 1.3 | 2,1 2.2
Under 20 years=---w--c-cemceec== 1.6 1.7 1.6 1.7 1.3 1.6 2.7 2,6
20~24 years-------mmcmemeenace——n 1.6 1.4 1.6 1.4 1.3 1.4 2.1 1.9
25 years Or MOr@--——====-—-=c-c-= 1.1 0.8 1.1 0.8 0.8 0.4 1.9 1.5
Remarriage
All agesm===-m-=mcmemecae= 0.9 0.7 0.9 0.8 0.8 0.4 1.6 1.8
Under 25 year§=-=-==-crmene-ccmn= 1.5 1.3 1.4 1.3 2,2 0.9 1.6 2.3
25~34 years----s-memmcmemece—ceao- 1.2 0.8 1.2 0.9 0.8 0.4 2,0 2.0
35 years or more-~---------—----- 0.4 0.2 0.4 0.2 0.5 0.0 1.2 1.4

lBawaii, Iowa, Missouri, Tennessee, and Wisconsim.



Table 20.. Mean number of children per

decree and percent of decrees with no children reported,

by resident status of the defendant: five selected States, 1963

. [By place of oceurrence. Besed on probability sample]

Divorce State and defendant
Residence «of defendant Total Hawaii Lowa Missouri | Tennessee | Wisconsin
Hus- : Hus- . Hus- . Hus- . Hus~ | ;. Hus- N
band Wife band Wife band Wife band Wife band Wife band Wife
Mean number of children per decree

Total-e-cemmemamn- 1.4 1.1y 1.9| 1.7| 1.6 1.2] 1.3| 1.0] 1,2| 0.9] 1.7| 1.3

Divorce State--~---~w----- 1.5 1.1 2.0 1.9 1.7 1.3 1.3 1.1} 1.3| 1.0 1.8 1.3
Other- State,

same region~-----w----- r.2{ 0.8 1.4 1,1t 1.,3f 1.4 0.9{( 0.5{ 1.1 0.7 S5 L.l

Outside of region------=- 1.2 1.0 1.8 1.1 1.4 1.2 1.2 0.9 0.8} 0.8 .0 1.1

Percent without children

Total=--wecccma-u= 37.0 | 51.6 24,1 38.3} 30.1|44.2]41.8|56.5[40.0|54.4]29.9|44.7

Divorce State--------c--- 36.2 | 49.1 23.2] 32.6| 29.5 |41.7 | 42.1} 53.1[38.0]52.6(28.3144.2
Other State,

same region-w-=---c---o- 44,1 | 58.2 36.6 | 49.2| 40.7 |40.0 | 52.9| 701.4 | 43.7 ] 58.3 | 34.6 | 50.0

Qutside of region------- 40.6 | 53.6 20.2)150.0} 30.0 [49.3|37.1|62.2 |54.1|49.2 |44.2 | 46.8

number of children per decree, by duratio

Table 21. Median n of marriage: United States and each
geographic region, 1960 ’
['By place of occurrence, Based on probability sa;mple]'_
: . . ited -

Duration of marriage gg:z:s Ngg:z ngiggl South | West

Median number of children per decree

oL R e 1.3 1.6 1.3 1.2 1.3

Under 1 year=--m---me-cme-cca e e c e e — e 0.6 0.7 0.6 0.6 0.6
T 0.8 0.9 0.8 0.8 0.7
3-4 yearss—-e e oo e e e 1.1 1.3 1.2 2.0 1.2
5-9 yearS-=- o e 1.6 1.9 1.7 1.6 | 1.5
10-14 yearS===-emmmmoc e e e memedeo—memmae e 2.3 2,0 2.4 2.3 2.2
15 years and Over--e-=eeceemm e a e cmee e 1.7 2,1 1.8 1.6 1.7
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Table 22, Median number of children per decfee, by duration of marriage: divorce-registration
area and each registration State, 1963

n[By place of occurrence. Based on probability sample]

Duration of marriage

All
seare decrees || Under| 1.5 | 3.4 | 5.9 |10-14| 15+
year | years|years| years | years | years
Median number of children per decree
Divorce-registration area------ R 1.5 0.6 0.9 1.3 2.0 2.4 1.8
Alabama----- L rmmmmemaa S 1.5 0.6/ 0.9{ 1.2] 1.9] 2.5| 1.9
Alask@~-me-mammeccmamacemeccaeana cmmmmemeeees g 1.4 0.6 ©0.9| 1.3 1.9| 2.2| 2.3
Georgiamemcmmecnrcancrcnaanncan—an cememmmeee——— 1.4 0.6 0.9 1.4 2.0 2.3 1.7
Hawaiis=s=moracecmmaccacacmccmcmcceeem e ——— 2.0 0.9/ 1.2| 1.9] 2.4 29| 2.2
Indianame=eca-- N B L L LEL TR ASENEER R 1.5 0.6 0.9 1.6 2,2 2.7 2.3
Iowas=suenacvre R 1.7 0.6 1.0 1.7 2.4 3.3 2.1
KaNSaS=mmammamacamemmcracecnenecana.- am———— 1.6 0.6| 0.9 1.5| 2.1| 2.8| 2.5
Marylande=-e=acecmeam-a- mmmmmcmmcacmscmmacana 1.5 0.7 o.8| 1.1| 1.6| 1.9 1.7
Michigane-c-=esenmcccmcnocacancananaa-" e 1.5 0.6 0.9 1.2 2.1 2.6 1.5
Missourie=eeea= B b e 1.2 0.6 0.9 1.2 1.9 2.2 1.5
Montanaeseenceccenencaan R Lt L LT Y 1.5 0.6 1.0 1.5 2,1 2,7 2.0
Nebraskaem-=mmrmmamcemeccereamcarearenmenennn 1.4 0.7 0.9 1.1] 2.0| 2.6| 2.0
OhiO=smmcammemacmcacamcacamamammanenne ~———— 1.5 0.6 0.8] 1.3| 1.8] 2.4] 1.9
Oregon~es=mmcmcunna B L L TR 1.4 0.6 0.8 1.4 2.1 2.5 1.9
Pennsylvaniae-e=r=ccamccerecnaaccacancecanaas 1.7 0.6 1.6 1.5 2.0 2.4 1.8
Rhode Island ------- R e L L 1.8 @ 0.9 1.5 2.2 2.4 1.8
South Dakota===mremmre=meeeesnesmacecnmneeoon 1.6 0.7 0.9] 1.6] 2.2| 2.6| 2.2
Tennessee-nwmomcecmcarcrcnccrccececncacaaan -—- 1.2 0.6 0.9 1.1 1.9 2.2 1.5
Utahe-me=camcccann —————— cmemecaa- ——eecac- 1.8 0.7 1.2| 1.6y 2.5| 3.9| 2.5
ViTginiasesme-mmem-esmrommccace=ceas-=nacaaae 1.3 @ 0.7 1.0].1.7] 1.9 1.6
Wisconsines-e-eea-a ~—ermeeua cemememe- cemccem- 1.4 0.6 0.9 1.4 2.4 2.8 2.0
Wyomingeerssmcccenccccacmnmcencacanca e ——— 1.6 0.6 0.9 1.3 2.4 2.7 2,0
15 cages.

235 cases, including 10 with number of children not stated.
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Table 23. Number of decrees by duration of marriage and percent distribution, by number of
children reported: United States, 1960

[Refers to data occurring within the United States. Based on probability sample]

Number of children
Duration of marriage Ng:gi:egf Total
None 1 2 3+
Percent distribution

Totalmeem e e e e e e 393,388 || 100.0 43,31 23,0 17.4 | 16.3
Under 1 year----c-memcmem e e e 23,367 (] 100.0| 87.9 7.3 1.5 3.3
1-2 yearS~—mm=m e e e e e 61,100 (| L00.0 62,01 32.1L| 4.4 l.4
3-4 yearsemccmme e e 57,541 || 100.0 46,21 32,4 | 17.3| 4.1
5-9 yearS-ce=m-mmccm e e m e 92,790 [|-1100.0 36,3 22.5| 25.1 | 16,2
10-14 yearS-=-re-mrmmm e - 64,412 || 100.0 25.5| 18.4 | 22,5 | 33.5
15+ years=-m-mwm e e e e e - 79,409 |[ 100.0 36.6| 18.4 | 18.8 | 26.2

Table 24. Number of decrees by number of children reported and percent distribution, by dura-
- tion of marriage: United States, 1960

[Refers to data occurring within the United States. Based on probability sample]

Number of children
Duration of marriage Total
None 1 2 3+
Number of decrees
All decreeS--=---mmmommm e mee e 393,388 ” 159,165 84,711 63,927[ 59,783
Percent distribution
All decreesS-----emrmcmmesmcre e de e — e ——— 100.0 100.0| 100.0| 100.0| 100.0
Under 1 year=-=--=cmacmom e e e et e 6.2 12.2 1.9 0.5 1.2
1-2 years=me-—cemmm e e 16.1 22.9 22,2 4.0 1.4
3-4 yearsS--emmmc e e e e 15.2 16.3 21.4 15.2 3.8
5=90 yearS-emcom e e e 24,5 20.7 24.0 35.4 24,5
10-14 years—-c-cmm o e e 17.0 10.2 13.8 22.3 35.5
15+ yearS=-=m--cmeme e e c e e mm e n e 21.0 17.7 16.6 22.6 33.5
Median duration------=-c-cmccmm e e e 7.5 4.8 5.9 9.3 12.7
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Table 25. Mean number of children per decree, by marriage order, duration of marriage, and color
of parents: total of five selected States,l 1963

[By place of occurrence. Based on probability sample]

Nonwhite
Marriage order and duration of marriage coﬁlies White :
P Continental " Hawaii
States
All couples Mean number of children per decree
Total---cmemme e e m oo 1.3 1.3 1.1 2.0
Under 1 year-------=s=-=m-com-===m=mmmemm—m—m— oo 0.2 0.2 0.1 1.1
1-2 years§-c-remmmmee e e e e 0.5 0.5 0.4 1.1
3-4 yearsS--=-m—-mmmemem e e mem s mcomosommoone 1.0 1.0 0.8 1.6
5-9 yearS=-----mmmm e dee e — e e oo 1.6 1.7 1.3 2,3
10-14 years-=c--mcecmrecemecm e e e c e c e c e mmcce—nm—— e 2.1 2,1 1.9 3.0
15 years and Over-==-wsmewmememececcccccccacococconcomoao—o : 1.7 1.8 0.9 2,2
Both spouses married once
Total=mrmecmmmr e e — e e e e e e e e e cccmecamccmono—ee 1.6 1.6 1.2 2.2
"Under 1l year==e—-meecccrommom e e e e mmec e m oo 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.6
1-2 yearS-=----emmceeee e m e ccecee e ne e e e 0.6 0.6 0.7 0.9
3eli JEALSmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm e mmmcmmem oo moommee 1.2 1.1 1.1 1.6
5-9 yearS=—e--smmm e e e e e m e 1.9 1.9 1.5 2.3
10-14 years=—=-ceemecmemm e e mm - 2.5 2.5 2.0 3.4
15 years and over-----=-e-ecemcmcecccaceccccacc e —c oo 1.8 1.8 1.0 2.3
Both or either spouse married more than once
Total--=~==~ e et L L --- 0.9 0.9 0.7 1.8
Under 1 year=----seecmcccmmrcmc e cec e c e c e e 0.3 0.3 - 1.7
;-2'years------—---—--—---—-----—---------; -------------- 0.5 0.5 0.2 1.3
3-4 year§--=-m-m--emcemmmmcemccdececmccacmcmemcc—cacscaa~ —-—— 0.7 0.7 0.2 1.6
5-9 years-m-m---eemmcecmccacmomc e mcmeee e e oo e e mseme oo 1.1 L.1 0.7 2,1
10-14 years==-m-memmeemmmc e e e e e e e e e s e — o e e comeoo 1.5 1.5 1.6 1.7
15 years. and OVer=-==-me-cemeemreem e c et e e e n e — - 1.4 1.5 0.6 2,0

1Hawaii, Iowa Missouri, Tennessee, and Wisconsin.
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Table 26. Percent of divorces and annulments with no children reported, by marriage order, dura-
tion of marriage, and color of couple: total of five selected States,! 1963

[By place of occurrence. Based on probability sample]

Nonwhite
Marriage order and duration of marriage coﬁlies White
P Continental Hawaii
States I
All couples Percent of divorces
Totalemmo e e e e 40.6 39.7 53.7 23.9
Under 1 year-=---=m-c-mmm e mcm e 83.5 84.1 89.4 49.0
1-2 years=mmmmmm oo o e e e 56.9 57.0 64.1 36.7
3-4 yearS-—m-mmmm e e e 39.8 39.9 44,4 24,7
5-9 YRAK S~ m e e e 28.8 27.4 41.5 17.4
10-14 years==m—m - o e e 23.3 20.8 40.6 13.2
15 years and over=-------cmmem e 37.7 33.8 69.8 25,1
Both spouses married once
Total-—m e e e e e 30.9 29.9 44,1 19.0
Under 1 year-—-=-mr=mmem oo e e e 84,1 84.8 82.1 60.0
1-2 years-——----m o e 47.8 49.2 33.8 31.2
3-4 yearsS=mmm- - mm e e e e 28.7 29.3 27.6 20.0
5-9 years-m--m = e - 17.0 15,7 28.0 13.3
10-14 years-mrmmm = mm o o o o e e 13.1 10.2 31.8 7.0
15 years and over----=s-mec e 34.9 31.0 69.3 21.7
Both or either spouse married more than once
Total-—mmm e m e e e - 57.5 56.5 72.8 34.4
Under 1 year-==-=e-—cemmccm oo e 82.8 83.3 100.0 37.5
1-2 years===-crcmmcmc e a e 67.7 66.6 89.7 43,5
3=4 yearsm=mmmm e e 59.2 58.1 80.5 36.0
5-9 years------cmmemcoccoeana o B bR L PP LR 49,5 48,0 56.7 25.6
10-14 years—mmmmm e m e e e e e 42,6 41.1 52.9 33.3
15 years and over=---=-me oo e 46.5 43.1 72.3 35.7

1Hawaii, Iowa, Missouri, Tennessee, and Wisconsin.
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APPENDIX
SOURCES AND QUALITY OF DATA

Sources of Data

National and State totals shown in this report are
based on figures published in the Vifal Statistics of the
United States, 1950-65, and the vital statistics publi-
cations of the following 11 States: Connecticut, Florida,
Kansas, Maine, Michigan, Mississippi, Missouri, New
Hampshire, North Dakota, Chio, and Vermont, In addi-
tion, 1963 divorce data were tabulated by the number
of children reported, classified by various demographic
variables, These tabulations were limited to the five
States that reported all the pertinent variables with at
least 90-percent completeness: Hawaii, Iowa, Missouri,
Tennessee, and Wisconsin. Data from the five Statesare
based on probability samples, and the statistics are
subject to sampling variability, The sampling rates in
1963 were intended to secure samples of at least 1,000
records from each State (table I,

‘The Available Data

Information about children of divorced couples is
found on the divorce and annulment records of 38
States, including all States ‘that participate in the
divorce-registration area (DRA). This report includes
the available information from 29 States for the period
1950-65. In this report two terms are used—'"children
reported” and "children involved," "Childrenreported"
refers to the number of children in the family of a
divorced couple, as reported on the divorce record:
none, one, two, three, and so forth. ""Children involved"

Table I.

refers to the total number of children, as computed, or
estimated from data on children reported. Thus, if
there are 20 divorced couples reporting three children
each, the number of children reported is three, but the
number of children involved is 60 (20 x 3=60).

The Standard Record of Divorce or Annulment,
recommended by the National Center for Health
Statistics (NCHS) for use by the States, calls for infor-
maiion on the "number of children under 18" and this
number is understood to include not only children born
to the couple, but also adopted children, and children of
former marriages living with the couple, Most States
adhere to the recommended definition, but some vari-
ation is found in some States included in this report
as shown in the footnotes to tables 9 and 10, These
variations are not as important as they may seem,
because comparatively few divorced couples are likely
to have children over 18 years old still affected by the
decrees, ’

No information about children, except for their
number, was required onthe Standard Record of Divorce -
or Annulment, though their race could be deduced from
data for their parents. On the other hand, detailed sta-
tistical information is available for the divorced couple
and was used in the tabulations prepared for the five
States.

The earliest data on children of divorced persons
are available for the year 1867 for each State and terri-
tory. Statistics have been published for the years 1867-
1906,% 1922-32,7 and 1950-63.%

Sampling rates and sample size: five selected States, 1963

Selected States

Sampling rate and sample size
Total Hawaii Iowa | Missouri | Tennessee| Wisconsin
Sampling rate=-=-==-m--m-emm—moe—mmooee . All 7
! P vor || records 1/2 1/10 1/5 1/2
Number of sample records—----==-------= 9,682 1,514 | 2,496 1,203 2,047 2,422
Estimated divorce total-----ce--wcocaaa-- 33,615 1,514 4,992 12,030 10,235 4,844:
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Table \II.
the number of children:
area and each State, 1965

Percent completeness of reporting of
divorce-registration

Completeness of Data

The quality of reporting the number of children
varies among the registration States, In 1965 the in-

Percent formation concerning children was givenin 94.3 percent
State complete- B
ness of decrees reported from the DRA, but in four out of
the 22 States this percentage was under 85.0, while at
DRA the other extreme 11 registration States (Alaska, Iowa,
- Kansas, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Ohio, South
TOtal-mm—mmemcmmmmec i m 94.3 Dakota, Tennessee, Virginia, and Wisconsin) and six
other reporting States (Connecticut, Florida, Maine,
Alabama-=--~-==mccmmmm e e 84,7 New Hampshire, North Dakota, and Vermont) had a
st SO 95°2  level of completeness of 99.0 percent or higher,
HAWALLm = e m e e e 97.8 Table 1l shows the percentage of 1965 cases with
Idaho-==mememmm e e e 98.5 the number of children reported for all States included
Fowa eI 9575 in the report. Table III gives the same information
Maryland----ecmmcoccmmmmm e maeoa 2204 about the reporting of other relevant variables in the
Michigan-----==-c-rommcmm oo 96.3 five selected States in 1963.
i i : 99.0
.2
33.7 Summary Measures
99.7
Oregoni——-j """"""""""""""""""" g%g Several measures are used in this report to sum-
gﬁgﬁgyl‘s’ig:{g:::::::::::::::::::::: 378 marize the information on children involved in divorce
South Dakota--~-----m-meccmmm e 99.4 cases,
Tennessee----------mo-cmee—m- e 99.0 . .
Utahmm e mmmmc s m e e 63.3 1. The child involvement vate gives the number of
Virginig-----=--=---omcemmmenmono oo 99.7 children involved in divorce cases per 1,000
Wiscongin------=-=c--mmomommmmoesoos 99.3 children under 18 in the popularion of a given
Wyoming===-==cmmeo e o 98.7 , . ) .
area, Children included in the denominator com-
Other reporting States prise not only children of married couples, who
CONNECELEUE —m = m m mm e em e mm e 99.5 are subject to the risk of being involved in
FLOPLdammmm e m e e e e 99.1 divorce, but also orphans and children of
Maine=--=w-mmme e e 100.0 widowed, divorced, and single parents,
Mississippi---=--rmmoceecnmem e 98.7
New Eampihire ----------------------- 99.9 2, Mean number of childven per divorce (ov vatio
North Dakotg------=w-mwmcmme e e 100.0 ;

VOPmOM b m oo IITIIITTTIT 1000 of chzl_dren per decvee) relates the number of
Table ITI. Percent completeness of reporting of selected statistical variables: five selected
States, 1963

Selected States
Statistical variable
Total || Hawaii | Towa | Missouri | Tennessee | Wisconsin

AVETage=- -~ e e e en 97.1 98.2 | 98.8 96.8 96.1 97.7
Age at decree:

Husband--==c=mmmo o m e 97.4 97.1199.7 96.3 96.7 99.4

Wifem-mmmmm e mm e e 97.3 96.7 | 99.8 96.3 96.2 99.5
Age at marriage:

Husband-=--~=--cmmmmmcm oo mme e 96.6 97.11]99.3 95.3 95.6 99.1

Wifem o m o e e e e e 95.9 96.4 | 99.2 94.7 94.3 99.0
Race:

Husband---===-cmommm e e m e 98.9 98.8 | 99.6 98.5 99.0 99.0

Wifemmmmm oo e e 98.6 98.2 ] 99.3 98.2 98.8 98.9
Marriage order:

Husband-~--=-==ccocmmm - 97.9 99.7 | 99.4 98.3 97.4 95.9

Wifem o e e - 98.2 99.5 1 99.5 98.8 97.3 96.7
Residence of defendant:

Husband=~~~=m- s oo s oo e 94.5 98.3 [ 96.1 94.8 93.2 93.6

WA E@m m = = = m o e 94,1 98.1 | 94.9 95.8 91.2 94.3
Duration of marriage------=-—-~--c-—c-"--_- 98.5 99.8 | 99.5 98.1 97.8 99.5
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children involved to the number of divorces and
annulments granted,

3. Median number of childven pev decree is useful
in cases where the distribution has a large
upper open-ended interval (such as three or more
children), and for this reason a mean cannot be
computed.

4, Mean numbeyr of childven per divorce with chil-
dren relates the number of children to the number
of decrees explicitly reporting children, and
therefore it is useful in cases where ahigh pro-
portion of divorce records has no information
as to children, This is the only measureavailable
for the years 1867-1906.

5. Percentage of divorce veporiting no children
(or, conversely, percentage veporiing children)
can be used as a rough measure of the rela-
tionship between the presence of children and
marriage stability of the parental couple, The
category reporting no children is a composite
of: (1) recently married couples, (2) couples to
whom no children were born, irrespective of
the duration of marriage, and (3) couples with
all children over 18 years of age,

Estimation of the Number of Children Involved
for States

The total numbers of children involved in divorce
cases are estimated from data on divorces and annul-
ments classified by number of children reported, The
number of divorces reporting one child is multiplied
by 1, that reporting two children, by 2, and so forth.
The sum of the products is thetotal number of children
involved in divorce cases in a given State, For States
outside the DRA, factors to be used for the upper open-
ended interval were calculated from the available data,
These factors were: for three or more children, 3.57;
for four or more, 4.76; for five ormore, 5.71; for six or
more, 6.70; for sevenor more, 7.72; for eight or more,

8.75; for nine or more, 9.78; andfor 10 or more children, -

10.82,
Divorces with the number of children not stated
were distributed proportionally, on the assumption that

the "not stated" cases are random with respect to the -

number of children reported. However, it has been
shown,? that this assumption does not hold for areas
with a high proportion of divorces with children "not
stated" and that the '"not stated" cases contain a dis-
proportionately large fraction of couples with no re-
portable children,

Therefore, the coding rules were changed for

1965, Prior to 1965, if a State divorce record had two
or more items relating to children, only the item
"number of children under 18," or a similarly worded

item, was coded, and the other items ignored. In 1965,
in cases where this item was left blank, another
available item relating to children was coded, e.g.,
the number of children of this marriage. Due to this
change in coding, the completeness of reporting in-
creased, particularly in Pennsylvania and Rhode Island.
In these States, the proportion of cases reporting no
children increased, and therefore the estimated
numbers of children declined,

Estimates of the National Number
of Children Involved

The number of children involved for groups of
States, including the DRA, are the sums of the totals
for the respective States, but the estimation of the
national figures is more involved, and estimating
methods have been changed several rimes.

For the years before 1960, the national annual
divorce toral was multiplied by the average number of
children per decree for the total of all States reporting
for a given year,

For 1960, the number of children was-estimated
from a nationwide probability sample of divorce tran-
scripts. Regional figures were also estimated in this
manner.

For the years 1961-64, the national estimates were
originally obtained by multiplying by 5.40039 the com-
bined estimates for 14 States—Georgia, Idaho, Iowa,
Kansas, Maryland, Montana, Nebraska, Oregon, Penn-
sylvania, South Dakota, Tennessee, Virginia, Wisconsin,
and Wyoming, The factor 5.40039 is the ratio of the
1960 national estimate of children, prepared from the
nationwide sample, to the comparable figure for the 14
States combined, .

This method had to be abandoned for 19635, since
Pennsylvania was one of the States included in the es-
timating procedures and the estimate of the number of -
children declined by 3,054 in that State, due to the new
coding rules, As the facror was 5.40039, the national
estimate declined by 16,493 simply because coding
rules were changed in one of the 14 States used for
estimation, The following new method was used to
estimate the number of children for 1965: the national
divorce total was multiplied by the mean number of -
children per decree in a group of 16 States with satis-

' factory reporting in all or most years in the recent

past. These States are: Alaska, Hawaii, Idaho, Iowa,
Kansas, Michigan, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Ohio,
Oregon, South Dakota, Tennessee, Virginia, Wisconsin,
and Wyoming. The national totals for the years 1961-64
were reestimated using this new method, hencenational
figures for the years after 1960, as published in this
report, are comparable, but differ slightly from totals
shown in earlier publications. For the 5 years com-
bined (1961-65) this difference is only about -0.5
percent (table IV)
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Table IV. Comparison of estimates of the number
of children involved in divorce, prepared
using two methods: United States, 1961-65

[The previous method consisted in multiplying by a factor of 5.40039
the combined total for a group of 14 States; the present method con-
sists in applying to the national divorce total the ratio of children
per decree observed for 16 States with satisfactory reporting]

; Percent
Previous Present T
Year method method differ-
ence

Total-~~ 2,866,000 2,853,000 ~0.5

1965-=~-~-- 612,000 630,000 2.9

1964~---~- 634,000 613,000 -3.3

1963-~---- 583,000 562,000 -3.6

1962~----~ 537,000 532,000 -0.9

1961~-~-~- 501,000 516,000 +3.0
Rates

Two types of rates are used in the present study-—
the child involvement rate and the divorce rate by
number of children,

1. The child involvement rate is shown in tables I
and 4, This rate relates the estimated number of
children involved in divorce to the total number
of children under 18 years of age enumerated or
estimated for a particular year and area by the
Bureau of the Census, as published in decennijal
Census publications and in Current Population
Reports, Series P-25,

2. The divorce rate by number of children reported
relates the 1960 national and regional figureson
divorces by number of children to estimates of
the number of married couples with a given
number of children (table S). Denominators for
divorce rates of couples with one or more
children were computed from ihe two publi-
cations of the 1960 Census: Population Charac-
tevistics, U.S. Summary10 tables 185 and 246,
and Subject Reports, Families,* tables 6 and
21. Denominators for rates of couples with no
children under 18 were compured by subtracring
the number of married couples with children,
obtained from the sources listed above, from
the number of married females under 53 years
of age enumerated in 1960, As very few married
females 355 years old or older cirher divorce or
have children under 18, the population of women
without children was also limited to those under
55. In this manner the rates for couples with
no children became comparable to those for
couples with a given number of childrer,
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Estimation of Statistics Based on

Probability Sample

Sample cases were multiplied bﬁ/ the reciprocal of
the probability with which they were selected, Thus,
if a divorce record was selected from a State with a
probability of 1/5, each item on that record carried a
weight of 5, whereas if 100 percent of the records
were processed from a State, each item oneach record
carried a weight of 1. The sampling rates, indicating
the probability with which divorce records of every
State were selected, are shown in table I, Frequencies
were estimated by summing the inflated number of
cases, Thus each frequency distribution is a sum of
the weighted sample cases included,

It should be noted that the weights of all sample
records are Identical within each registration area
State, However, weights for divorce sample records
for the five States combined vary from 1 to 10, and
variation between two or more equal frequencies in
the relative proportions of cases with various weights
results in each such subtotal having its distinctive
sampling error.

Percentages, means, and medians were computed
using data which excluded the estimated numbers of ''mot
stated" cases,

Sampling Errors of Estimates

Cstimates computed from the samples (except
statistics of States where the sample includes all
records) are subject to sampling error, Since all cases
in these samples were selected with known probabilities,
the sampling error can be computed for each estimate.
The sampling errors for estimated percentages shown
in table V were computed by dividing the sampling
errors for the estimated frequencies by the estimate
of all divorces granted in the area, These sampling
errors are the amounts which, when added to and
subtracted from the estimate give the intervals where
the quantity being estimated would fallin approximately
68 out of 100 similarly selected samples, As an
example, suppose the percentage of couples reporting
three children in Wisconsin was 12 percent of the
State total, The error shown in table V for this per-
centage is about 0.4, By adding and subtracting 0.4
from 12 one secures the interval 11,6 to 12.4; the
chances are about 68 out of 100 that this interval con-
tains the actual percentage of couples with three
children.

To determine if the difference between two pro-
portions is attributable to sampling variability or is
a true difference, divide this difference by the square
root of the sum of the squares of their standard errors,
If the quotient of this division is greater than 2, then
the probability that the difference is due ro sampling



Table V. Standard error of estimated percentages: five selected States, 1963

’ Selected States
Estimated percentage

Total Hawaiil | Iowa Missouri | Tennessee | Wisconsin

All decrees-=~-—-mo~scme—cmmnea 33,615 1,514 | 4,992 12,030 10,235 4,844

L Or 99--mereme e e 0.1 - 0.1 0.3 0.2 0.1
2 OF 98- 0.2 ——— 0.2 0.4 0.3 0.2
3 0f 97--emmmmmme e e e e 0.2 -—— 0.2 0.5 0.3 0.2
L OF 9B=memmme e e 0.2 —-—— 0.3 0.5 0.4 0.3
5 OF 95--emmmcmm e e 0.3 - 0.3 0.6 0.4 0.3
7 OF 93-—mmmer e 0.3 -——— 0.4 0.8 0.5 0.4
10 0r 90-cmmmmccme e e 0.4 ——— 0.4 1.0° 0.6 0.4
15 Or 85--m-me—remrmc e mae e 0.4 -—— 0.5 1.0 0.7 0.5
20 Or 80=---mmmeece e cmm e e 0.5 —— 0.6 1.1 0.8 0.6
25 OF 75--mmmmmere e - 0.5 -—— 0.6 1.2 0.9 0.6
50 -mmme e m e mc e e mmm e 0.6 - 0.7 1.4 1.0 0.7

1A11 records tabulated.

Table VI. Standard errér of the estimated mean number of children, by age of father: five
’ selected States, 1963
Age of father at decree
State Total .
Under | 25-29| 30-34| 35-39 | 40-44 | 45-49| s0+
years years | years | years | years | years
Total
Mean-===-==rececmemn e e e e ————————— . 0.9 . . . 1.6 1.1 0.5
oA e o e L L L L P L .018 .026 | .034) .,048} ,058| .,057| .066| .040
Relvariance (percent)----=sm=cecmeean- 1.4 2.9 2.4 2.5 3.1 3.6 6.0 8.0
Hawaii
Mean---~--m=-escemmmem e eem—e—————— 1.8 1.2 1.6 2.3 2.3 2.2 1.7 1.0
ELLOL=mmmm o mm e e e e - - - - - - - -
Relvariance (percent)-----=c-cceemw-- - - - - - - -
Towa
Mean=-~--=c=mmmemmm e e ————— 1.6 1.1 1.7 2,1 2.3. . 1.4 0.5
EIror=---re-rmecmm e e e e — e e ————— .023 .031 | .043| .,065] .074 .080| .090 .049
Relvariance (percent)-----mceucecaan. 1.4 2.8 2.5 3.1 3.2 4.4 6.4 9.8
Missouri
Mean--~—-m=m-mom e e e —————— . 0.8 1.3 1.9 1.8 1.4 0.9 0.4
EYrOr-—=mmem e e e e ———— 041 .061 | .089 LA118 | 139 | .121 .165| .084
Relvariance (percent)---=-=c-=ce=wua= 3.4 7.6 6.3 6.2 7.7 8.6 18.3| 21.0
Tenneésee
Mean=-e=cmmemece e e 1.2 0.7 . . . 1.4 . 0.5
EXrOr-—rmomer s cemme e —e e ————— .028 .037 | .053| .078| .095| .101| .114| .069
Relvariance (percent)----=-=sc-we=—e-- 2.3 5.3 4.4 . . 2| 11.4| 13.8
Wisconsin
Mean--—---===sm o mme e m e ——— 1.6 1.1 1.5 2.3 2.1 2.1 1.2 0.8
ErrOL-=-mmmsm e e s e e —ec— e ——— 024 .039 044 | .,062| .070 | .084| .074| ,058
Relvariance (percent)---=-—=c-womemw- 1.5 3.5 .9 2.7 . 4.0 6.2 7.3
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error is less than 1 in 20, For example, the proportions
of divorces with three children reported were 12.6
percent in Iowa and 8.9 percent in Tennessee, and the
standard errors of these proportions were 0.4 percent
and 0.6, respectively, Division of the difference by the
square root of the sum of the squares of the standard
errors resulis in the following equation:
.126 — .089)

V 0042 + (006)2

This value is more than 2, and therefore it is very
unlikely that such a difference could be attributed to
sampling error alone, Hence the observed difference
is to a high probability a true difference.

The mean number of children per decree has also
a standard error for States where data are compiled
from probability samples, This standard error can be
expressed by the following formula:

=51

n
where 7,,3 is the sampling fraction for State s (for
example, 1/2 for lowa,) f,, = estimated total divorces

for State s, age class a. (Note that the "not stated"
divorces are excluded from f,,.)

£, = estimated number of divorces in State s, age
class a who had x, children (=0, 1, 2, 3, ---, 10).
To obtain the sampling error of X, for the several
States, use the following procedure:

where f,= Z_f _, or the total number of divorces for

s=1 sa’

all States in age group a.

The standard error of a mean includes variances
of all groups reporting a given number of children
weighted by the square of the number of children re-
ported. Therefore families with large numbers of
children contribute to the standard error of the mean
out of proportion to their numerical size, and two iden-
tical means may have quite different standard errors
depending on the distribution of divorces upon which
the means are based by number of children reported.,
In order to illustrate the size of the sampling errors
of means for the five participating States, errors by
age of father at decree were computed (table VI), The
relationships between the sampling errors and the
correspondent means (relvariance) are also shown.

000
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