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Weight at Birth and Survival of Newborn, by Age of Mother
and Total-Birth Order: United States, Early 1950

By Jeanne Loeb, Analytical Statistician

Introduction

This is the fourth in a series of reports
in which the birth weight of children born in the
first 3 months of 1950 and the relation of birth
weight to mortality experience during the first
4 weeks of life have been studied in connection
with other factors known about these births. The
factors considered in this report include age of
mother, birth order, and outcome of the mother’s
previous pregnancies. In earlier reports data by
color, sex, plurality, attendant at birth, place of
residence, age at death, and cause of death were
presented.

During the period that has elapsed since the
events analyzed here took place, there has been no
fundamental change in the relative importance of
neonatal mortality. Over two-thirds of the deaths
in the first year occur in the neonatal period, and
mortality in these 4 weeks is higher than in any
single year of age after the first through age 50.

Additional information on factors affecting
mortality of the newborn is needed to help de-
lineate the problem more precisely. Data in this
report on demographic factors associated with
high mortality of children at different weights will
help to indicate to medical, public health, and social
welfare groups the magnitude of specific problems
relating to excessive mortality among these in-
fants. Of special interest is the immature group
of children. Today, neonatal deaths among these
infants account for over two-thirds of the total.
From the large cohort of births included in the
present study, detailed information is made avail-
able on two aspects of the problem of prematurity—
frequency of immature birth and mortality experi-
ence of immature infants,

Of equal, though of less striking importance,
is the need to know more about general differences
in average birth weight and in mortality among

-~

normal weight children. These variations which
are -sometimes very large are also significant
in considering the overall comparative mortality
and health experience of the newborn.

Certain limitations must be placed on inter-
pretation of variations in birth weight and mor-
tality with age of mother and birth order pre-
sented in this report because of the nature of the
data. These same limitations apply to data in
similar reports thathave been published elsewhere!
and may to some extent explain certain differences
in findings. In each of these studies, the statistics
for individual age of mother and birth-order cate-
gories represent to some extent the experience
of different groups of women.? Because of the
degree of selection at successive birth orders
and ages of mother, these groups may differ
sharply in relation to other factors than age of
mother and birth order—for instance, socio~
economic status, habits in child spacing, etc.—
depending on the fertility pattern prevailing in the
area. For example, in this country and in many
others, women having their third child represent
only about one-half to two-thirds of those giving
birth a second time, and at higher orders the
ratio between births at successive orders is of
similar magnitude. With this degree of reduction

1McKeown. Thomas, and Gibson, J. R., ‘‘Observa-
tions On All Births (23,970) In Birmingham, 1947,’°
British Journal of Social Medicine, Vol. 5, No. 2,
4pril 1951, pp.98-112; Van Gelderen, H.H., Posthuma,
J. Hermana, and De Haas, J. H., ‘‘Geboortegewicht
en praematuritas in Nederland,’'’ Tijdschrift v.
Soc. Geneeskunde, November 19, 1954, pp. 443-454;
3romberg, Y. ¥., Halevi, H. S., and Brzezinsky, A.,
‘‘studies in Anthropometry of Jewish Infants in
Palestine,’’ American journal of Physical Anthro-
pology, Vol. 9, No. 3, September 1951, p. 297.

2In studies based on data for more than 1 year
there is, of course, some duplication at successive
birth orders or ages.

25



26 VITAL STATISTICS—SPECIAL REPORTS

in the population at each birth order, selectivity
in relation to economic level, a factor often
considered to be related to birth weight? could
affect the patterns of change in birth weight and
mortality with birth order.

As a general index of the variation in socio-
economic status with size of family in this country,
data for white women by occupation of husband
from the 1950 census of population are shown
in table A. These figures indicate that there are
some differences in occupational composition for
small and large families--for example, a higher
proportion of farmers, farm laborers, and other
laborers are represented in the large family
groups. It should be understood, therefore, that
the variations in birth weight and mortality with

3Doug1as. J. W. B., ‘‘Social Class Differences
in Health and Survival During the First Two Years
of Life,”" Population Studies, Vol. V, No. 1, July
1951, pp. 35-58; Eastman, Nicholson J., ‘‘Prema-
turity and Its Relationship to Maternal Health,’’
California’s Health,Vol. 10, No. 16, February 28,
1953, pp. 121-123; Gibson, J. R.,.and McKeown,
Thomas, ‘‘Birth Weight Related to Economic Circum-
stances of Parents,’' British Journal
vol. 5, No. 4, October 1951, pp.

of Social

259-264.

Medicine,

TABLE A.

age of mother and birth order described in this
report cannot be assigned wholly to the two factors
under direct study. Other related factors may
intervene and modify the effect of these variables.

Basis of study

With the addition of the item ‘‘birth weight”
to practically all State certificates of birthin 1949,
the development of data for this characteristic on
a national basis became possible for the first
time. Annual data on births by weight have been
published since 1950, but only from this special
study are national data also available on neonatal
deaths by birth weight. The opportunity to obtain
information on mortality in the neonatal period
in relation to weight at birth for the first quarter
of 1950 was afforded by the matching of neonatal
" death records with corresponding birth records,
which was incidental to a test of birth registration
completeness.4

4por details on the procedures in the matching,
see National Office of Vital Statistics, ‘‘Weight
at Birth and Yts Effect on Survival of the Newborn
in the United States, Early 1950,'’ Vital Statis-
Reports, Vol. 39, No. 1, 1954,

tics==Special

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF MARRTED WHITE WOMEN 15-44 YEARS OLD BY MAJOR OCCUPATION GROUP OF HUSBAND

BY NUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER BORN: UNITED STATES, 1950

(Based on a 2.4-percent sample.

Limited to women married once and husband present. In computing percent-

ages, cases where husbands were not in the experienced civilian labor force or where information on oc-

cupation was not reported were excluded)

WOMEN WITH SPECIFIED NUMBER OF CHILDREN
Total EVER BORN

MAJOR OCCUPATION GROUP OF HUSBAND women s o

r

None 1 2 3 4 more
0.1 N Uy 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0| 100.0 100.0{ 100.0
Professional, technical, and kindred workers---- 8.8 10.2 9.3 9.7 8.0 5.4 2.8
Farmers and farm managers-——-—-c--—mm—ee—camaeeaaa 9.6 6.9 7.2 8.6 11.8 15.5 21.8
Menagers, officials, and proprietors, excl. farm 12.1 11.2 11.8 14.3 12.8 10.8 6.5
Clerical, sales, and kindred workerse--wem——a—a- 13.5 17.0 15.6 13.6 10.5 7.9 5.1
Craftsmen, foremen, and kindred workerse-——e-o--- 21.9 20.6 21.8 22.4 23.1 23.1 21.0
Operatives and kindred workers- 22.5 22.2 23.2 21l.2 22.3 24.0 25.0
Service workers, including private household--~-- 3.5 3.7 3.7 3.4 3.4 3.2 2.9
Farm leborers and foremen----w—ameommmcmcncnme—-— 2.2 2.3 2.0 1.7 2.3 3.0 5.1
Laborers, except farm and mine~—--cececmmcmccncaunan 5.9 5.9 5.5 5.1 5.8 7.1 2.8

Source of basic data: U. 8. Bureau of the Census, U. S. Census of Population: 1950, Vol. IV, Part 50,

table 28.
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All birth and related death certificates filed
in the United States for children born between
January 1 and March 31, 1950, except those for
residents of Massachusetts, are included in the
study group. Certificates relating to residents
of Massachusetts were omitted since this State
did not require the reporting of birth weight.
Neonatal mortality rates for the United States
including and excluding Massachusetts were 19.9
and 20.0, respectively.

Registration completeness

A test of birth registration completeness
covering the period of this study indicated that
practically all (98.6 percent) of the white births

WEIGHT AT BIRTH BY AGE OF MOTHER 27

and 93.5 percent of the nonwhite were registered.
Data on birth registration completeness by certain
of the classifications studied in this report are
shown in table B.5

No definitive information is available on the
completeness of death registration, but it is
thought to vary generally as birth registration
completeness. Since there is probably a slight
bias in the direction of underreporting of small

5I.“or summary of method and detailed statistics,
see National Office of Vital Statistics, ¢‘Birth
Registration Completeness in the United States and
Geographic Areas, 1950. Part III. Data for De-
tailed Characteristics,’’ Vital Statistics-—-Special
Reports, Vol., 45, No. 9, 1956.

TABIE B. PERCENT BIRTH REGISTRATION COMPLETENESS BY AGE OF MOTHER, LIVE-BIRTH ORDER, AND COLOR:
UNITED STATES, JANUARY 1 TO MARCH 31, 1950

(Live-birth order. refers to mumber of children born alive to mother)

LIVE-BIRTH ORDER

AGE OF MOTHER AND COLOR™ Total®

1st 2 3a 4th stp | Ot and | 8th and
7th over

POTALm = = e o e am e i e 97.9 98.9 98.7 98.2 97.2 95.9 94.5| 92.6
Under 20 years——e-—=—e=ccmemcnm=- 97.1 97.7 96.2 94:9 94.6 84.1 88.2 -
20-24 years —-—— 98.1 99.2 98.3 96.9 95.0 93.5 91.9 90.7
25-29 years————e-—mm—ceeecaacn—— 98.3 99.4 99.3 98.5 96.9 95.3 93.8 93.0
30-34 yearS==m=mmmmere——e————e——- 98.1 99.2 99.4 99.1 98.2 96.7 94.5 g2.5
35-39 years—m--emmmsemcceemce——— 97.1 98.8 99.2 98.9 98.3 96.9 95.3 92.4
40-44 years---- 86.5 98. 98.8 99.2 98 .4 97.2 96 .4 93.3
45 years and OVerw—=ca-mo—mee——o 80.9 94 .4 94.3 93.1 92.3 91.2 89.9 90.7
Whit 98.6 99.3 99.1 98.8 98.0 87.0 95.6 93.9
Under 20 yearS—-e=———wcsacmaoea—- 98.3 98.6 97.4 96.8 98.1 83.3 100.0 -
20-24 years - ——— 98.8 99.5 98.8 97.9 86.1 94.5 93.0 90.6
25-29 years 88.8 99.6 99.5 98.9 97.7 96.2 924 .4 94.2
30-~34 years e e ——— e ——— 298.7 99.4 99.6 99.4 98.6 97.6 95.5 93.3
35-39 years-—e----smmmemece- 98.0 99.2 | 99.4 99.2 98.8 97.86 96.3 93.9
. 40-44 years- 97.5 99.0 99.3 99.4 99.1 97.9 97.1 94.6
45 years and OVer=s=—-=m—w=e—mne-- 93.8 99.0 96.7 95.2 95.8 93.0 24.0 93.2
Nonwhiteeemmmmmeuenc e cmcaee 93.5 95.0 94.8 94.1 93.1 92.4 91.9 90.3
Under 20 years———wcwmwamea= e 93.6 93.9 93.6 92.8 92.5 84.6 8l.8 -
20-24 years--- 94.2 96.0 94.7 93.8 93.0 92.5 91.2 90.7
25-29 years ——— 94.3 87.2 96.0 94.9 93.0 g92.8 93.0 g92.1
30-34 years —-— 93.3 96.2 96 .5, 95.0 24.3 92.3 91.8 g1.3
35-39 years-—-——e-cemmacacennae- 91.2 93.0 95.6 93.2 93.3 81.7 90.8 89.5
40~44 yeBrS=—mamm—emm—eemecm————— 89.9 91.8 90.9 95.1 89.9 89.8 92.4 89.5
45 years and OVer===-==--m-cma--= 80.7 75.0 78.9 84.6 75.0 81.8 72.7 84 .6

J'F:Lgures for age of mother not stated are not shown separately but are included in totals.
2pigures for births of order not stated are not shown separately but are included in the "Total."

789-295 O-65—2



28 VITAL STATISTICS—SPECIAL REPORTS

infants who died immediately after birth or in
reporting some of them as fetal deaths, under-
statement of the proportion of infants at the low
weights and of the mortality rates at these weights
and at the younger ages may result. This biasing
situation would, it seems likely, generally be of
greater significance in groups with low birth reg-
istration completeness.

For other explanatory material relating to
qualifications, adjustments, and classification of
data, see Explanatory Notes at end of report.

Background Statistics

A brief summary of some of the basic statis-
tics on the newborn by birth weightis given here as
background for the data by birth order and age of
mother that follow.

Of the children born in the first 3 months of
1950, 7.4 percent weighed 2,500 grams or less.
However, deaths among these infants accounted
for about two-thirds of all neonatal deaths. This
is explained, of course, by the high mortality
(174 per 1,000) in the group. For babies weighing
2,501 grams or more, the neonatal mortality rate
was only 7.8 per 1,000.

Certain differences between the experience for
the white and nonwhite groups in relation to birth
weight are important. A greater proportion of non-
white than white children were born at the imma-
ture® weights (9.7 and 7.0 percent, respectively)
and also at weights 4,501 grams or more (3.8
and 1.8 percent, respectively) and, on the average,
the nonwhite babies weighed slightly less (50 grams)
than the white. The higher neonatal mortality rate
for nonwhite than white infants (about 40 percent)
was due in part to these weight differences and in
part to the substantially greater mortality among
the nonwhite at weights of 2,501 grams of more.

In relation to age at death, approximately
one-half of the deaths during the first 28 days
occurred before the end of the first day, with the
proportion dying this soon varying from three-
fourths for the very small babies (those 1,000
grams or less) to about one-third for the matute

6Relates to children weighing 2,500 grams or
less. See sectiononClassifications for discussion
of usage of terms ‘‘immature’’ and ‘‘premature.’

group. The risk of dying was higher for the smaller
babies at all ages in the neonatal period but the
greatest differences were found in the early
days of life.

When data by age for white and nonwhite
infants were compared, it was noted that the
advantage for the nonwhite at immature weights
was due to lower mortality in the first few days
of life. At subsequent ages the rate for the
nonwhite immature infant was the same or greater
than for the white. For .babies weighing 2,501
grams or more, the loss among the nonwhite ex-
ceeded that among the white in the early days of
life as well as later in the neonatal period.

Birth Order

Birth weight distribution

Among children included in the study group,
births of immature infants, which represent such
a critical segment of the newborn in relation to
survival, occurred most frequently in first preg-
nancies’ and births of fifth and higher orders
(7.7 percent). The lowest incidence of immaturity
was found among second pregnancies (6.9) per-
cent) and, as indicated in table 2 and figure 1,
each subsequent birth order brought a slightly
increased proportion of premature infants.

The changes in average (median) birth weight
with birth order did not accord completely with
differences in the incidence of immature birth
in that, despite the rise in the proportion of
small babies (2,500 grams or less) at birth
orders above the second, birth weight increased
at each successive birth order. From a low of
3,250 grams for first births, the median birth
weight climbed continuously and reached a high
of 3,460 grams at fifth and higher orders. Although

7Birth order, as used in this report, relates to
‘‘total-birth order,’’ which refers to the number
of live births, including the current birth, and
fetal deaths that a mother has had. In this num-
ber, however, it can be assumed that only fetal
deaths at gestations of 20 weeks or more are in-
cluded since the birth order item relating to.- fetal
deaths on the birth certificates in use in most
States in 1950 required the reporting of only this
group. In referring to total birth order as
‘‘pregnancies,’’ therefore, this restriction should
be understood.



Figure |

WEIGHT AT BIRTH BY AGE OF MOTHER 29

vol. 47, No. 2
PERCENT OF LIVE BIRTHS WEIGHING
. PERGENT 2,500 GRAMS OR LESS
12
N NONWHITE
1 ‘sq'
S\
io
-~
h J
9 N
-
...
l ..--1--l
8 L ToTa I |
14 o, s AATRIIEIEINENISD
2 1 .
wm-rz"""'u.".mm nmml““
-]
-]
4
3
2
]
(4]
| 2 3 4 s
BN
TOTAL-BIRTH ORDER

Percent of Live Births at Weights of 2,500 Grams or Less and Median Birth Weights
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{(Based on data shown in table 2)
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data are not shown separately for individual orders
above the fourth, the particularly marked in-
crease in average birth weight between the fourth
and the higher order births (80 grams) would seem

to indicate a continuing rise even beyond the fifth

order. The only other difference of comparable
magnitude (70 grams) is found between weights
of first and second children.

The shift toward higher weight withincreasing -

birth order meant smaller proportions of children
at weights 3,500 grams or less and larger pro-
portions at weights above this. A child weighing
4,501 grams or more at birth was a relatively
rare occurrence in first pregnancies (0.8 percent).

But, among children of fifth and higher orders,

5.6 percent weighed this much (table 2).

Neonatal mortality

Variations in neonatal mortality with birth
order were similar to, but—-except between the
first and second orders--were substantially greater
than corresponding variations in the incidence of
immaturity with birth order (figures 1 and 2).
The risk of mortality dipped from 19.1 per 1,000
for the first births to the low, 17.8, among the
children of second pregnancies and then climbed,
first gradually and then somewhat sharply, to a
maximum of 26.9 among fifth and higher order -

births (table 4),

For immature babies, mortality by birth order
differed most notably from the experience of all
children in that the rate was lower among first
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than second births, But, for children weighing
2,501 grams or more the changes in mortality
followed closely the pattern already described
for total births except that the relative differences
between mortality at first and second orders and
at the higher orders were much greater.

If it were possible to reduce the overall
neonatal mortality rates at all birth orders to the
level for second births, the greatest saving in
lives among the newborn would be made at the
high orders (fifth and over) despite the small
numbers of births of these orders. With a distri-
bution of births the same as in January through
March 1950, over 50 percent of the saving among
mature infants would come from this group where
socioeconomic factors are likely to be of im-
portance. A reduction about half as large, but
still substantial, would be achieved among first
children weighing 2,501 grams or more. For first
babies of this size, studies have indicated that

obstetrical problems in delivery may be the
critical factor in the reduction of risk.

Age of Mother

Birth weight distribution

A similarity between the variations in birth
weight by age of mother and variations by birth
order is immediately evident from a comparison
of figures 1 and 3. This consistency may be due in
part to the close correlation between age of mother
and birth order in that births to younger mothers’
generally represent those of a lower order, where-!
as births to the older mothers are more likely.
to be those of higher order. :

In relation to age of mother, immature birth was!
comparatively frequent among very young mothers
(9.0. percent at 15-19 years), dropped to a mini-
mum at 25-29 years (6.7 percent), and then in-

Figure 2

Neonatal Mortality Rates Among Children Born During the Period January 1 to March 31,
1950, by Birth Weight, Total-Birth Order, and Color: United States

(Based on dats shown in toble 4)

CHILDREN WEIGHING CHILDREN WEIGHING
RaTE ALL GHILDREN rate 2,500 GRAMS OR LESS rate 2,501 GRAMS OR MORE
40.0 350.0 15.0 .
140 — L=
36.0 3200 “ NONWHITE "
13.0 —y "l———‘
32.0 220.0 12.0 ‘\ .’
; 1 7
2 . 4 /
, » €0.0 1.0 L} 4
28.0 g ,~— LY & .
2 U4 Y2 $
N NONWHITE P, ) &
¢ |5 230.0 100 "‘ l' ::
24.0 > P ~ & ) §
200.0 WHITE S
20.0 -
W
rry,, % “‘wu ITE froo
ey etV
16.0
J 1400

T ]

TOTAL-BIRTH ORDER

TOTAL-BIRTH ORDER

3 4 5 | B
snd ar

ov
TOTAL—-BIRTH ORDER

2a




Vol, 47, No. 2

WEIGHT AT BIRTH BY AGE OF MOTHER 31

Figure 3
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creased. Average weight, however, varied directly
with age of mother and did not reflect the effect
of variations in immaturity. The proportion of
very heavy babies (4,501 grams or more) also
increased at each successive age of mother group
(table 2),

Neonatal mortality

From the viewpoint of neonatal mortality, the
risk for the newborn was alsolowest in pregnancies
to mothers aged 25-29 years. Substantially higher
mortality was found among children of younger
or older mothers (table 4), When rates for specific
weight groups are examined, it is seen that the
disadvantage for children born to mothers late
in their reproductive period was particularly

marked among infants weighing 2,501 grams or
more at birth (figure 4). The rate for babies
of this size to mothers 40-44 years of age was
double the optimum rate. At immature weights
the corresponding difference amounted to only
12 percent, and the increased mortality among
babies of very young mothers was of equal im-
portance.

The age of mother at which minimum mor-
tality occurred varied slightly for the immature
and mature groups. For the mature children,
the minimum rate came at a slightly younger
age than for the smaller babies. On detailed
analysis, however, this difference appears to be
due partly to a higher proportion of nonwhite
babies among mothers of younger ages.
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Figure 4
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Color
Birth weight distribution

The experience of the white group with re-
spect to prematurity closely paralleled that for all
births, But, for the nonwhite, there were some
notable differences (figures 1 and 3). The per-
centage of children weighing 2,500 grams or less
for this group was lowest at the fourth order
rather than at the second and the increase in
immaturity after ages 25-29 years was less
marked. Some comments are offered here on
factors that may have a bearing on these dif-
ferences even though it is not possible to assess
their exact effect, One factor relates to quality of
the data, For those children born in January

through March 1950, who were enumerated in the

"1950 census, completeness of birth registration

was found to vary substantially more with age of
mother for the nonwhite than for the white group
(table B). It is likely that the bias toward less
complete reporting evidenced at older ages for
the nonwhite is even more marked with respect to
premature infants,

Another factor that may affect comparative
data for the white and nonwhite concerns a social
differential. Large proportions of nonwhite births
at the lower birth orders and among the younger
mothers are illegitimate, Thus, an association.be-
tween immature birth and illegitimacy would be
reflected to a greater extent in data for the non-
white than for the white group.
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Neonatal mortality

The relationship of mortality in the neonatal
period to birth order differed in some ways for the
white and nonwhite groups at weights of 2,501
grams or more (figure 2). The disadvantage for
the first-born in comparison with other children
of these weights was greater among the nonwhite
than among the white. In addition, the best ex-
perience at mature weights occurred among third
deliveries for the nonwhite but among secondbirths
for the white,

For both white and nonwhite childrenchanges in
neonatal mortality with age of mother showed gen-
eral similarity (figure 4). However, the age of
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mother carrying the minimum risk to the new-
born weighing 2,501 grams or more was slightly
younger for the nonwhite (20-24 years) than for
the white (25-29 years).

Because of the small numbers of births for
the nonwhite at weights 2,500 grams or less, the
rates for this group are necessarily subject to
a large degree of variation due to chance. This
mnay explain the irregularities in the rates by age
of mother for nonwhite births of these weights.
Rates for this group by birth order, however,
appeared to follow the general pattern noted
earlier for all births of 2,500 grams or less—
that is, one of increase in mortality with birth
order.

Figure 5
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Birth Order and Age of Mother

Because of the high correlation between age
of mother and birth order, variation in the inci-
dence of immaturity and in neonatal mortality
with one of these variables may be related largely
to a simultaneous change in the other. To elimin-
ate ‘the effect of this correlation, therefore, data
have been cross-tabulated by age of mother and
birth order. By so doing, it is possible to hold
one variable fixed, thereby eliminating changes due
solely to this variable and related factors, and
to study the residual changes in relation to the
other variable. This treatment of the data, how-
ever, introduces an additional source of variation
since certain combinations of birth order and age
of mother may be of special significance with
respect to such factors as interval between birth
and economic status. For example, the interval
between births is likely to be much shorter for

a young mother bearing a child of high birth order
than for the older mothers bearing children of
like order. Thus, when the changes in the incidence
of immaturity and neonatal mortality with birth
order are studied, while age of mother is held
constant, it is possible that the effect of high
birth order would be quite different for the young-
er and the older groups of women because of the
differential in child spacing at different ages.

In general, therefore, when a pattern of
change in immaturity or neonatal mortality with
birth order is consistent for all age-of-mother
groups, it is likely that the wvariation is related
only to birth order and associated factors. On
the other hand, a varying pattern would point to
the effectof an additional factor or factors related to
the composite of birth order and age of mother.
This applies correspondingly when age of mother
rather than birth order is the principal variable.

Figure &
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Birth weight distribution

Birth order.—From figure 5, it is evident
that the changes in the incidence of immature
birth with birth order varied considerably at
each age of mother level. In contrast to the
general situation described earlier, the frequency
of immature birth among the offspring of mothers
under 25 years of age was about the same or
lower for first than second births. For this same
group, increase in birth order beyond the second
order brought sharp increases in the incidence
of immaturity. The pattern differed for deliveries
to mothers aged 25 years and over, in that, at this
age level birth of a premature baby occurred more
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frequently (by at least 20 percent) among first
than among second pregnancies. At the same
time, the rise at the higher birth orders became.
progressively smaller as age of mother increased

until at ages 35 years and over there was virtually
no change. '

The modifying tendency toward considerably
greater percentages of premature babies at the

-higher birth orders among younger mothers may

very well indicate some significance of the in-
terval between births. One other factor that may
bear upon these differences is the use of “‘total-
birth order”’ in this study. For the younger mothers,
in contrast to the older, high birthorder may mean
somewhat greater proportions who have had at

Figure 7
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least one fetal death al luw gestations in previous
pregnancies. In this connection, it will be shown
later that the incidence of prematurity was higher
among current births to women with previous fetal
loss than among the births to the other women.

A different explanation must be offered for
the higher percentages of immature babies found
among first than among second births to women
over 24 years. For this group, factors relating
to physiological or anatomical changes may possibly
be of prime importance.

Variations in median birth weights with birth
order for each age-of-mother group, as shown
in figure 6, indicate that, on the average, birth
weight increased with birth order. The exceptions
are confined principally to the younger age groups
where a corresponding higher incidence of imma-
ture birth was also noted.

Age of mothey.—~When the changes in immature
birth and median birth weights are examined with
relation to age of mother (figures 7 and 8) it is
seen that, except for first births, increasing age
of mother through ages 25-29 years meant a sharp
reduction in the proportion of premature births
and a substantial increase in median birth weight.
For first births, however, a slight upturn in im-
maturity and a decrease in median birth weight
occurred at an earlier age.

The relation of prematurity to age of mother
at ages over 25-29 years varied with birth order
to a much greater degree than at the younger
ages, Among first pregnancies the rise in pre-
mature birth was marked (from 7.1 percent at
25-29 years to 13.7 at 40-44 years). At each
successive birth order the increase became small-
er until at the fifth and higher orders there was

Figure 8
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even a slight lessening in the frequency of pre-
mature birth with increase in age of mother past
25-29 years.

Coloy.—The above remarks relating to birth
weights of all newborn are appropriate for white
births. For nonwhite children the experience dif-
fered in some respects although the general pattern
was very similar. There was the same shift with in-
creasing age in the birth order at which pre-
maturity was at a minimum, However, for eachage
group this minimum was generally found at a
higher birth order for the nonwhite than for the
white. Also, meédian birth weights for nonwhite
children consistently increased with birth order
regardiess of age of mother.

Changes in the incidence of immaturity and
median birth weights with age of mother for the

WEIGHT AT BIRTH BY AGE OF MOTHER
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white and nonwhite groups also appear to be of
the same nature. In both, the trend was generally
downward through the age of mother group 25-29
years, and for the low orders, upward at later
ages. -

Neonatal mortality

The similarity of variations in neonatal mor-
tality with age of mother and birth order to
variations in the incidence of immaturity with
these factors is evident from a comparison of
figures 9 and 10 with 5 and 7. Among mothers
25 years of age and over the hazard for the
first born was greater than for the second born
with respect to neonatal mortality as well as
immature birth. For children of younger mothers,

Figure 9
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however, the risk among first-born was about the
same as or lower than that for second-born
children. Also, just as in the case of immaturity,
the rise in mortality with birth order became less
and less marked as mother’s age increased and
was even delayed past the second or third birth
order. But, while higher birth order brought little
or no increase in the proportion of premature births
among mothers at the later reproductive years, a
substantial rise in mortality persisted at fifth
and higher birth orders regardless of age of
mother. The correlative situation applies to a
comparison of changes in immaturity and mor-
tality with age of mother,

Considering the large proportion of the mor-
tality in the neonatal period that pertains to
premature infants, the relationship of total mor-

tality among the newborn to age of mother and
birth order and of the incidence of immaturity
to these variables would be expected to be similar.
But, the similarity of some of the changes in

‘mortality among mature children to changes in

frequency of immature birth is surprising and sug-
gests a continuum of problems leading to these
outcomes. For children weighing 2,501 grams or
more, the risk of mortality among the offspring -
of mothers over 19 years of age was materially '
higher for the first-born than for the second-
born. Increased birth order above the second
or third order, however, meant a rise in mor-
tality ‘at all ages and not just the younger ages as
in the case of immaturity. Among immature
children the pattern differed in that there was
no definite disadvantage for the first as com-

Figure 10
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pared with the second-born of mothersover age 19.

With regard to age of mother, mortality among
immature babies decreased sharply up to ages
20-24 years for first births and to 25-29 years
for later births. The rates at higher ages varied
erratically, For children weighing 2,501 grams
or more at birth, mortality dropped somewhat
as mother’s age increased to 20-24 or 25-29years
but rose sharply after 25-29 years for first births
and after 30-34 or 35-39 years for higher birth
orders. The latter rise did not have a counter-
part in increased incidence of prematurity at
birth orders above the second.

Single Births

In this section, data on single births by
period of gestation (tables 6 and 8) and outcome of
previous pregnancies8 (tables 10 and 12) are con-
sidered first in relation to age of mother and then
in relation to birth order.

Data on single births, as distinct from total
births, eliminate variations in proportions of
immature births arising from differences in inci-.
dence of plural births® Such differences are very
pertinent when age of mother and birth order are
concerned because of the higher proportions of
plural births among older mothersl? andthe larger
representation of children of plural births at each
successive birth orderl! It becomes even more
important to consider only the single births when
the two variables “period of gestation’’ and “‘out-
come of previous pregnancies’ are introduced.

8outcome of previous pregnancies refers to the
dichotomy of births according to whether or not
any of a mother’s earlier pregnancies ended in a
fetal death at gestations of 20 weeks or more.

9This factor is significent since births at
weights of 2,500 grams or less, where mortality is
so high, were eight times as frequent among plural
as among single deliveries.

10por detailed data see the annual reports, vitas
Statisticas of the United States, National Office of
Vital Statistics.

11First order births include one member of each
plural set in first pregnancies. Births at other
orders include one member of each of the plural sets
of two consecutive pregnancy orders. Because of
the sharp reduction in numbers of births at succes-
sive orders, the effect ofrelating the second child
of a plural set to the number of births at the next
higher pregnancy order is to increase the propor-
tion representing members of plural sets at each
successive birth order.
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Birth weight distribution

The greater frequency of immaturity among :
first than later births is more definitely evidenced
in data on single births (table 6) than in data on
total births. For thé single group, the percentage
of immature births dropped from 7.3 for first
births to 6.0 for second births but the increase
at higher birth orders was of little consequence.
It will be recalled that for total births the decline
between first and second births was proportionately
much smaller and there was an upturn in the inci-
dence of prematurity after the second order.

Variations in the percentages of immature
births with age of mother were, however, quite
similar for single and total births except that in
the former the decline betweenages 15-19years and
25-29 years somewhat exceeded that recorded for
total births (table 8).

Neonatal mortality

The mortality experience by birth order for
single children and all children differed in some
ways., These differences appear to arise more
because of factors relating to the incidence of
plural deliveries and the incidence of immaturity
among single as contrasted with plural deliveries
than to differences in mortality atspecific weights.
At all birth orders the risk of mortality was con-
sistently lower for single deliveries than for all
deliveries (tables 4 and 12). In addition, among
single births there was a sharper reduction in
mortality between the firstand secondbirthorders.
A corresponding pattern was noted in theincidence
of immaturity. Furthermore, the increase in mor-
tality above the second order was slightly less
marked for the single birth group.

At specific weights, the only differences of
any magnitude in mortality of single and total
births by birth order relate to the immature
babies. Among these children, the rates for single
deliveries at third and higher orders slightly ex-
ceeded the corresponding rates for all deliveries.
Among births of 2,501 grams or more, where the
segment of births relating to plural births is
comparatively small, .there was virtually no dif-
ference between the rates for single and total
births,

A comparison between rates of mortality for
total and single births by age of mother cannot
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be made since data of this type were not tabulated
for single births.

Birth weight by period of gestation

The relation of birth weight of child to age of
mother and birth order varied with length of ges-
tation. In deliveries at or near term, the median
weight of the newborn increased directly with age
of mother. At the lower gestations, however, there
was a tendency for the babies of younger mothers
to weigh more than or about the same as those of
mothers slightly older. In some cases a small
rise in birth weight occurred among children de-
livered to still older mothers,

Generally, birth order and related factors also
appeared to have their principal significance for
growth of a child only when intra-uterine life
continued until term, For term babies, birth weight
increased with birth order, At the early gestations,
however, babies of third order were, on the average,
somewhat lighter than others and babies of fifth and
higher birth orders somewhat heavier, These com-
ments apply in general for both the white and non-
white cohorts although the data on the nonwhite
births were found to be somewhat erratic,

For white births, the differences with age of
mother in the proportions of all children weighing
2,500 grams or less at birth appear to be related
in large part to frequency of deliveries at the ear-
lier gestation ages rather than to developmental
differences. The higher percentages of immature
babies among the younger and older groups of

TABLE C. PERCENTAGE OF SINGLE LIVE BIRTHS OCCURRING
AT GESTATIONS OF 35 WEEKS AND UNDER, BY AGE OF
MOTHER AND COLOR: UNITED STATES, JANUARY 1TO MARCH
31, 1950

(Based on frequencies shown in table 7)

AGE OF MOTHER Total White |[Nonwhilte
TOTAL === = mme 3.2 3.1 3.8

15-19 yearg=~=—~mm=m—=- 4.3 4,2 4.8
20-24 years-——=mrmm—m———-— 3.2 3.0 4.0
25-29 years——-mmm=we-- 2.8 2.7 3.4
30-34 yegrs——-=——mnme—— 3.1 3.1 3.1
35-39 years=sm=———====- 3.2 3.2 3.1
40-44 yegrg=-m——=——~—— 3.3 3.3 3.6

mothers were due in large measure to the greater
proportions of births occurring at gestations of
35 weeks or less among these groups (table C).
These proportions also varied for nonwhite births
although developmental differences, indicated by
differences in weight at the same gestation, were
of somewhat greater significance for this cohort
than for the white.

Current experience in relation to outcome
of previous pregnancies

Immaturity.—The association between the out-
come of previous pregnancies andbirthof animma-
ture child has been demonstrated inother studies 2
and is also clearly evident from data in-this
report. For single births in January through
March 1950, delivery of an immature infant oc-
curred well over 1% times as frequently among
mothers who had previously had one or more
fetal losses as among other women (table 10).
At all specific birth orders where comparisons
are relevant, that is, second through fifth and
over, differences between the percentages of chil-
dren weighing 2,500 grams or less were evenmore
pronounced —being at least 75 percent higher for
women with one or more fetal deaths in previous
pregnancies.

The significance of the outcome of previous
pregnancies in relation to. incidence of immaturity
in current birth appeared to be greater for the
white than the nonwhite group, For the former,
the percentages in the case of women with previous
fetal deaths hovered close to twice that among
other women while for the nonwhite they were
generally only about 1% times,

Women with fetal deaths in previous preg-
nancies were particularly prone to have children
at very low weights, For the white, births of 1,500
grams or less occurred almost three times as fre-
quently among this group as among other women.
Thus, although only-3.6 percent of all white births .
represented births to women who had previously
had a fetal loss, 9.5 percent of the infants 1,500
grams or less are found among this group.

Neonatal movtality. —Higher mortality among
the newborn also appeared to be associated with the

12Yerushalmy, Jacob; Gardiner, FRlizabeth M.; and
Palmer, Carroll E.; ‘‘Studies in Childbirth Mortal-
ity,'’ Public Health Reports, Vol. 56, No. 29, July
18, 1941, pp. 1463-1481.
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occurrence of one or more fetal deaths in earlier
pregnancies. The loss in this group during the
neonatal period (35.8 per 1,000) was about double
the loss among other children (17.6). At specific
birth orders the relative differences were of about
the same magnitude.

Although a higher incidence of immaturity
accounts for part of this difference in mortality,
the weight-specific data in table 12 indicate fur-
ther that for babies weighing 2,500 grams or less
at birth, and also for those weighing more, mor-
tality throughout the neonatal period for the group
whose mothers suffered loss in a previous preg-
nancy generally exceeded the rates for other chil-
dren.

The limited data by age at death shown in
table 12 give no indication of a differential in the
relationship of mortality to the outcome of pre-
vious pregnancies with age at death. The gap be-
tween mortality in the group whose mothers had
previous loss and those who had no previous loss
fluctuated erratically, but the relative differences
were just as likely to be large in the last 3
weeks of the neonatal period as in the first hour
or the first day. However, considering the small
frequencies, additional data would be needed to
substantiate this finding.

For children weighing 2,500 grams or less
at birth, mortality in the neonatal period in-
creased with birth order both among the group born
to mothers without fetal loss as well as among the
other group. For heavier children, however, pre-
vious delivery of one liveborn child appeared to
carry with it an advantage for the current child,
Thus, considering only cases where the present
and previous pregnancies (if any) ended in live
births, the mortality was at a minimum at the
second birth order. But, among the group whose
mothers had at least one previous pregnancy end-
ing in a fetal death, the lowest rate was found at
the third order. For this group the third birth order
is the earliest at which a woman could have had at
least one previous liveborn child. The second
birth order group is composed of cases where the
current birth represents the first liveborn child.

With regard to age at death, a comparison of
mortality for first and second liveborn children
weighing 2,501 grams or more indicates that the
disadvantage for the first-born is accounted for by
higher mortality in the first week oflife, This points
to obstetrical difficulties as a critical factor.
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Summary

Statistics relating to the birth weight of in-
fants born in the United States during the first
3 months of 1950 and to the mortality experience
of these infants by birth weight indicate that:

1. Immature birth occurred most frequently
in first pregnancies and births of fifth and higher
orders (7.7 percent) and was lowest among second
pregnancies (6.9 percent). However, median birth
weight, and also the proportion of very heavy chil-
dren (4,501 grams or more), increasedateach suc-
cessive birth order following the first.

2. Overall neonatal mortality, as well as
mortality among children weighing 2,501 grams
or more, was also lowest among second births,
For children of 2,500 grams or less, a lower rate
was recorded among first than among second births.
For both groups maximum mortality occurred
among births of fifth and higher orders.

3. The incidence of immaturity was compara-
tively high among very young mothers (15-19
years) and dropped to a minimum at 25-29 years,
but average weight varied directly with age of
mother.

4. Neonatal mortality was also lowest in
pregnancies to mothers aged 25-29 years. Sub-
stantizlly higher mortality was found among chil-
dren of both younger and older mothers. For in-
iants weighing 2,501 grams or more, the disad-
vantage for children born to mothers late in their
reproductive life was particularly marked.

5. The experience of the white group with
respect to prematurity closely paralleled that for
all births, For the nonwhite, however, the lowest
percentage occurred at the fourth order rather
than the second and the increase in immaturity
after ages 25-29 years was less marked.

6. Among children of 2,501 grams or more,
the mortality disadvantage for the first-born in
comparison with others was greater among the
nonwhite than among the white. The age of mother
carrying minimum risk to the newborn of these
weights was slightly younger for the nonwhite
than for the white.

7. When age of mother is held constant,
changes in the incidence of prematurity with
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birth order aregiven a somewhat different aspect.
Among mothers under 25 years of age, the frequency
of iminature birth was about the same or lower
for first than for second births and higher birth
order brought sharp increases in the incidence
of immaturity. However, the situation was grad-
ually reversed as the mother’s age increased
with the high percentages falling at lower birth
orders.

8. At all birth orders other than the first,
the frequency of prematurity decreased with moth-
er’s age through 25-29 years. The increase in
the percentage of premature babies at the later
ages was most marked at the lower birth orders.

9. Variations in neonatal mortality with birth
order when age of mother is held constantand with
age of mother when birth order is held constant
were similar to the corresponding variations in the
incidence of immaturity. One exception is the
substantial rise in mortality at high birth orders
regardless of age of mother.

10. The similarity of changes in mortality with
“age of mother-birth order’ among children of
2,501 grams or more to changes in frequency of
immature birth suggests a continuum of problems
leading to these outcomes. Among immature chil-
dren the pattern differed in that there was no defi-
nite disadvantage for the first, as compared with
the second-born.

11. The greater frequency of immaturity
among first than later births is more definitely evi-
denced in data on single births than indata on total
births. In addition, among single births, the increase
at higher birth orders was of little consequence.

12, With regard to neonatal mortality, the re-
duction between first and second order births
was more marked and the increase above the
second order was slightly less marked for the
single than for the total birth group. This is re-
lated principally to the difference in the incidence
of immaturity.

13. Birth order, age of mother, and related
factors appeared to have their main significance for
growth of a child only when intra-uterine life
continued until term.

14, Women for whom one or more previous
pregnancies ended in fetal deaths were more prone
to give birth to a child of immature weight than
other women, and neonatal mortality among their
children, both those weighing 2,500 grams or
less and 2,501 grams or more, exceeded that
among corresponding groups of children to mothers
without previous fetal loss.

15. For children weighing 2,501 grams or
more at birth, previous delivery of one liveborn
child appeared to carry with it an advantage for the
current child. The first week of life was partic-
ularly critical in this difference.

Explanatory Notes

Distribution of "not stateds”

Small proportions of births and deaths in the
study group lacked information on birth order
and/or age of mother, while somewhat larger pro-
portions lacked data on birth weight (3.8 percent
of the births and 14.7 percent of the neonatal
deaths). In preparing data shown in this report,
however, the not stateds for all three of these
variables were distributed to reduce the chance
of possible distortions.

The method for distributing the not stated
weights to derive the basic adjusted totals by
weight and color for the United States took into
account the bias toward less complete reporting
for infants born at the early gestation ages. This
method is described in detail in another report}3
Briefly, the not-stated birth weights in each ges-
tation group were distributed according to the
distribution of the known weights in that group.
The procedure was applied separately to the
neonatal death distributions and to distributions re~
lating to children who survived. classified by
plurality of birth and color.

The adjusted weight totals obtained in this
way served as the basis for proportionate ad-
justment of birth weight data according to the
other variables shown in this report.

13Nationa.l Office of Vital Statisties, op. cit.,
footnote 4.
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Classifications

Birth weight is generally reported in terms of
pounds and ounces on the birth certificate. The
traditional gram groupings, however, have been
used to tabulate and present the data in order to
facilitate comparison with other studies of this
type. The equivalents of these groups in terms of
pounds and ounces'*are as follows:

2 1b. 3 oz. or less

2 1b. 4 0z.-3 1b. 4 oz.
3 1b. 5 0z.-4 1b. 6 oz.
4 1b. 7 0z.-5 Ib. 8 oz.
5 1b. 9 0z.-6 1b. 9 oz.
6 1b. 10 0z.-7 1b. 11 oz.
7 1b. 12 0z.-8 1b, 130z.
8 1b. 14 0z.-9 1b. 14 oz.
9 1b. 15 oz. or more.

1,000 grams or less
1,001-1,500 grams =
1,501-2,000 grams
2,001-2,500 grams
2,501-3,000 grams
3,001-3,500 grams =
3,501-4,000 grams =
4,001-4,500 grams =
4,501 grams or more

For purposes of classification, the terms
“immature’’ and ‘‘prematurely born’’ are used in
this report to refer to infants weighing 2,500grams
or less at birth. This definition was recommen-
ded by the American Academy of Pediatrics in
1935, and later adopted in the Sixth Revision
of the International Lists of Diseases and Causes
of Death (1948). The term ‘‘premature,”” although
containing the concept of duration of pregnancy,
has been used for many years in connection with
the birth weight criterion. The Sixth Revision of
the International Lists defines ‘‘premature’ as
relating to children of gestations of less than
37 weeks and indicates that for reporting and
classification purposes, this criterion may becon-
sidered as equivalent to an immature infant as de-
fined above. It is recognized in using these terms,
that there may be basic differences in physical
development for some of the subgroupings of
births discussed, which would effect the general
applicability -of the criteria for classifying births
as immature or premature,

The birth records for 1950 in all but a few
of the States requested gestation-age information

1"1In computing median weights, however, the end-
points of the intervals were assumed to be one-half
ounce less at the lower limit and one-half ounce
more at the upper limit. These limits were then
converted exactly to grams.

789-295 O-65—4
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in the following form: “Length of pregnancy--
weeks.”” In practice, period of gestation is gen-
erally interpreted as referring to number of com-
pleted weeks that have elapsed between the first
day of the last menstrual period and the date of
birth of the child. At the present time, important-
inaccuracies that are due, in part, to failure to
carry out this computation are evident in the
data reported. These are described in the next
section.

Birth record information on period of ges-
tation is seriously deficient. The comparatively
large numbers of 36 weeks of gestation result
principally from the erroneous conversion of
9-month gestations to 36 weeks. Because of the
distortion in the basic data, statistics for 36
weeks are shown separately. This type of error
was also present at earlier gestations although
the broad intervals into which the data are grouped
reduce its effect. In addition, heavy concentrations
‘at 40 weeks are indicative, in part, of a failure
to calculate the period of gestation for infants
who seem to be normally developed at birth.
Although the main result pf this is to lessen the
numbers in the adjacent gestation intervals, some
understatement of gestations of less than 36
weeks may also occur as a consequence.

These errors, while of considerable impor-
tance in considering the overall distribution of
births by period of gestation, probably do not
seriously affect the relationships studied in this
report between weight at birth and birth order or
age of mother for specific gestation groups.

Seasonality

In 1950, seasonal differences were found both
in the incidence of immature birth and in neonatal
mortality. The proportion of immature children
in the first 3 months of 1950 (7.4 percent) was
slightly smaller than for the year as a whole

. (7.6 percent), Neonatal mortality was also lower

among children born in January through March
1950-—-19.9 per 1,000 live births for the United
States and 20.0 for the United States excluding
Massacusetts—as compared with 20.5 in 1950 for
the United States.

Even though these differences are statistically
significant, they are small and the relationships

- described in this report may be taken as generally
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applicable for the entire year. On a weight-specific
basis, in fact, it is likely that seasonality in mor-
tality is of less importance than for the group as
a whole since the differences in mortality described
above may be partly explained by the lower in-
cidence of immaturity among children born in
January-March 1950.

Chance variation

Chance variation, in addition to the biases
in reporting already discussed, mustbe considered
in evaluating the data shown. This variation is re-
lated to the size of the birth populationon which the
figures are based and on the frequency of the
occurrence measured. The smaller the population,
or the smaller the frequency of the eventin a given
population group, the greater the relative variabil-
ityl® Mortality rates were not computed in the
accompanying tables for certain small frequency
groups, that is, where the birth population was less
than 100 and there were fewer than 20 deaths.
The discussion in this report has generally been
limited to individual ,differences which are of
significance, except where a certain consistency
in pattern would indicate the significance of smaller
differences.

15The standard error is the measure used to-
evaluate this variability. Chances are less. than
1 in 20 that a difference as large as two standard
errors would arise by chance. Generally, the
standard error of a rate per 1,000 births is

1'3(1.000—3)
: B

where R is the rate and B is the number of births
used to compute the rate. The standard error of
the difference between two rates, X, and R,,is

"Ry(1,000-R,) + Rz(1,000-R,)
Bl Bz

If two rates differ by less than twice this standard
error, it is usually concluded that they are not
significantly different (statistically). When a
rate is low and the number of deaths is very small,
the standard error of the rate is H, where R is the
VD
rate and D is the number of deaths. The standard
error of the difference between two such rates, Rl
and 7,, is

2 2
R
D, Dy
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TABIE 1.

LIVE BIRTHS BY BIRTH WEIGHT,

WEIGHT AT BIRTH BY AGE OF MOTHER

1950

45

TOTAL-BIRTH ORDER, AGE OF MOTHER, AND COLOR: UNITED STATES, JANUARY 1 TO MARCH 31,

(Total-birth order refersto number of children ever borntomother, including fetal deaths. Figures for birth weight, birth

order, and age of mother not stated are distributed.

Excludes data for Massachusetts)

BIRTH WEIGHT (in grams)

TOTAL-BIRTH ORDER, AGE OF Total \
MOTHER, AND COLOR 1,000 4 3 601 | 1,501~ | 2,000-| 2,501-| 3,001~ 3,501-| 2,001~ | %s591
12; 1,500 | 2,000 | 2,500 | 3,000 | 3,500 | 4,000 | 4,500 mgie
ATIL BIRTE ORDERS
POtal-mmmmmmemm e e e 837,786 3,928 5,081 11,388} 41,240 | 151,808 | 315,629 | 226,739 | 64,508 | 17,465
Under 15 years 1,324 10 30 34 126 338 483 230 53 20
15-19 years 101,995 525 803 | 1,773| 6,081 | 21,144°| 39,974| 24,538 | 5,843 | 1,316
20-24 years 266,203 1,238 1,585 3,459 | 13,113 | 51,116 104,138 | 69,675 | 17,821 4,058
25-29 years 239,241 1,007 | 1,261| 2,892 10,860 | 42,010 | 90,852 | 66,888 | 18,707 | 4,763
30-34 years 139,782 699 849 1,852 6,604 25,236 | 50,455 | 39,643 | 12,689 3,755
35-39 years 69,824 379 433 | 1,078| 3,483 11,070 23,527 | 20,125} 7,160 | 2,571
40-44 years 18,214 70 134 289 921 2,722 5,812 5,309 2,085 892
45 years and Overe--sw——w—ocm——e— 1,203 2 6 13 52 172 388 330 150 80
White 717,133 3,189 | 4,079 |- 9,208 | 33,460 | 126,906 | 273,285 | 198,389 | 55,753 | 12,866
Under 15 years 438 6 11 14 39 98 154 920 20 7
15-19 years 76,447 374 546 | 1,178 | 4,025 | 14,928 30,700| 19,435 4,511 750
20-24 years 226,95¢ 977 | 1,256 | 2,785 | 10,595 | 42,485( 89,943| 60,706 | 15,310 | 2,893
25-29 years 211,589 848 1,085 2,477 9,311 | 36,716 81,100 5¢2,900| 16,563 3,609
30-34 year: 124,023 598 734 | 1,595| 5,696 | 20,532 45,186| 35,595 11,211 | 2,876
35-39 years 60,852 320 369 208 2,969 9,623 20,766 | 17,749 6,201 1,947
40-44 yeears 15,868 64 94 240 787 2,378 5,118 4,658 1,817 712
45 years and over-———-—m—emeee—— 961 2 4 11 38 146 312 256 120 72
Nonwhit 120,653 739 1,002 2,182 7,780 | 24,902 42,344 28,350 8,755 4,599
Undexr 15 years 885 4 19 20 87 240 329 140 33 13
15-19 years 25,548 149 257 595 | =2,06| 6,206 9,274 5,103 1,332 566
20-24 years 39,249 261 329 676 | 2,518 8,631| 14,189 8,969 | 2,511 1,165
25-29 years 27,652 159 196 415{ 1,549 sS,20¢| 9,752 6,989 2,244 1,15¢
30-34 years 15,759 101 115 257 208 2,704 5,269 4,048 1,478 879
35-39 years 8,972 59 64 168 514 | 1,447| 2,761| 2,376 959 624
40-44 yeers 2,346 6 20 49 134 344 694 651 268 180
45 years and over-~—=——c—cmmema— 242 - 2 2 14 26 76 74 30 18
FIRST BIRTH ORDER
Total. 261,269 1,121 | 1,519| 3,472 14,093 | 55,273 106,936 | 63,172| 13,498 | 2,185
\
Under 15 years 1,223 10 23 29 115 318 446 214 51 17
15-19 years 71,900 314 496 | 1,137| 4,178| 15,189 28,901| 17,099 3,877 709
20-2¢ years 107,607 392 530 | 1,201| 5,204| 22,318 44,695 25,818| 5,506 853
25-29 years 52,768 225 268 612 2,659 | 11,220 22,038 | 12,745 2,621 380
30-34 years 19,103 126 127 309 1,167 4,237 7,528 4,466 1,000 342
35-39 years 7,148 40 67 145 537| 1,659 2,747 1,507 373 73
40-44 years 1,455 13 8 38 140 316 553 313 64 ic
45 years and Over--------ecceceoo 65 1 - 1 3 15 27 10 6 1
Wait 231,558 936 { 1,250 | 2,872 11,637 | 47,419 | 95,829 | 57,629 | 12,243 | 1,743
Under 15 years 418 6 8 12 38 85 148 87 19 6
15-19 years 57,168 240 360 809 | 2,916| 11,345 | 25,449 | 14,366 | 3,218 467
20-24 years 98,624 335 4491 1,044 | 4,592 19,920 | 41,302 25,083 | 5,163 736
25-29 years 49,405 195 241 551 2,407 | 10,308 20,740 | 12,128 2,499 336
30-34 years 17,844 110 121 285 | 1,067| 3,011| 7,049 4,233 943 125
35-39 years 6,664 36 85 135 489 1,530 2,586 1,423 338 62
40-44 years 1,376 13 6 35 126 297 530 300 59 10
45 years and over—~eeee—e———e—o- 58 1 - 1 2 15 25 9 4 1
Nonwhit: 29,711 185 269 600 | 2,456 | 7,854 11,107 5,543| 1,255 442
Under 15 years———--—————c—c—wma-n 804 & 15 17 77 223 . 288 127 32 11
[15-19 years 14,732 74 136 328 1,262 3,846 5,452 2,733 659 242
20-24 years 8,983 57 81 157 702| 2,388 3,383 1,735 343 117
25-29 years 3,363 30 27 81 252 91z 1,298 617 122 44
30-34 years 1,259 16 6 24 100 326 480 233 57 17
35-39 years 484 4 2 10 48 129 181 84 35 11
40-44 years 79 - 2 3 14 19 23 13 5 -
45 years and over----me=eccewec— 7 - - - 1 1 2 1 2 -
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TABIE 1. LIVE BIRTHS BY BIRTH WEIGHT, TOTAL-BIRTH ORDER, AGE OF MOTHER, AND COLOR: UNITED STATES, JANUARY 1 TO MARCH 31,
1950-—Continued
(See headnote on p. 45)
BIRTH WEIGHT (in grams)

TOTAL-BIRTE ORDER, AGE OF Total -

MOTHER, AND COLOR 1900 11001~ | 1,500-| 2,001~ | 2,501~ | 3,001~ | 3,501- | 4,001 4,501
less 1,500 2,000 2,500 3,000 3,500 4,000 4,500 more
SECOND BIRTH ORDER
Total--wemomm e e 251,083 1,053 1,391 3,212} 11,564 | 45,292 | 97,260 | 69,252 | 18,250 3,809
Under 15 yeers—-—-~-—-———c——emmaemu 92 - 5 S 11 13 33 14 2 3
15-19 years---- -— | 24,079 147 235 465 | 1,456 | 4,796 9,006 | 6,018{ 1,514 442
20-24 years- --| 94,604 401 540 1,200 4,376 | 17,184 | 36,633 | 25,871 6,933 1,466
25-29 years- ---=-1 81,579 263 350 882 3,332 | 14,088 | 32,017 | 23,361 6,092 1,194
3034 years—~-=-e-—mcmcomm———a—n 36,471 167 188 423 1,614 6,519 | 14,289 | 10,079 2,696 496
35-39 year: 12,168 &5 60 201 661 2,283 4,492 3,349 877 180
40~44 yeBYS=~o=—mmmm o e 2,012 10 12 35 108 384 756 546 133 28
45 years and OVer=—=-mecemcamaan 78 - 1 1 6 19 34 14 3 -
Whit 224,609 893 1,154 2,709 9,798 | 39,331 | 87,402 | 63,374 | 16,786 3,162
Under 15 years=----=-—-meemceua- 17 - 3 2 1 2 S 2 1 1
15-19 16,344 103 144 287 878 3,061 6,196 4,365 1,074 236
20-24 83,136 332 434 994 | 3,655 | 14,571 | 32,378 | 23,305 | 6,277 | 1,190
25-29 76,898 234 331 811 3,035 | 15,053 | 30,206 22,284 5,861 1,081
30-34 34,694 181 171 389 1,508 6,121 | 13,515 9,878 2,603 460
35-39 11,545 64 59 191 621 2,144 4,255 3,203 838 169
40-44 1,904 9 11 34 97 362 714 523 129 25
45 years and over 73 - 1 1 S 17 33 14 2 -
Nonwhite 26,474 | 150 237 503 1,766 5,961 9,858 5,878 1,464 647
Under 15 years 75 - 2 3 10 17 28 12 1 2
15-18 years---- 7,735 44 91 178 578 1,735 2,810 1,653 440 206
20-24 years- 11,468 69 108 206 721 2,613 4,255 2,566 656 276
25-29 years- 4,683 29 19 71 297 1,035 1,811 1,077 231 113
30-34 years- 1,777 16 17 34 108 398 874 401 g3 36
35-39 years 623 1 1 10 40 139 237 146 38 11
40-44 years 108 1 1 1 11 22 42 23 4 3
45 years and OVer------ecememcen- 5 - - - 1 2 1 - 1 -
THIRD BIRTH ORDER

Totalemommmecmem oo 143,480 751 896 1,918 6,755 | 24,304 | 52,279 | 40,979 [ 12,432 3,167
Under 15 years 7 - 1 - - - 4 2 - -
15-19 years------ 4,936 40 56 1386 360 948 1,748 1,186 362 120
20-24 years------ 41,137 257 304 611 2,106 7,607 | 14,935 | 11,023 | 3,370 924
25-29 years--- 50,785 236 258 602 2,229 8,282 | 18,713 | 14,973 4,396 1,096
30-34 years--- 31,547 133 181 349 1,377 5,024 | 11,470 9,403 2,916 694
35-39 years--- 12,711 77 81 195 566 2,045 4,551 3,756 1,158 282
40-44. yepyg=-m——m-— 2,274 8 15 26 111 382 826 631 225 50
45 years and over----—-—--ceeemoua 83 - - - 4 16 32 25 5 1
White 123,903 633 747 | 1,602| 5,591 | 20,330 | 45,224 | 36,282 | 11,008 2,488
Under 15 years—-~--r-mccaomammao 2 - - - - - 1 1 - -
15-19 years----- 2,558 23 32 68 196 443 939 620 198 39
20-24 years--- 31,757 196 232 478| 1,570| 5,676 | 11,575| 8,787 2,665 598
25-29 years--- 45,761 210 227 533 1,952 7,290 16,857 13,747 4,034 911
K T T T a— 29,620 126 166 318 1,255 | 4,654 | 10,744 | 8,949 2,773 635
35-39 years - 11,274 70 76 182 519 1,893 4,285 3,576 1,118 257
40-44 years------ 2,157 8 14 23 96 361 793 600 215 47
45 years and over 74 - - - 3 13 30 22 S 1
Nonwhite=m=mmmmecmccma e 19,577 118 149 317| 1,162 | 3,974 7,055 | 4,697 | 1,426 879
Under 15 years—-=r=—-m—comceaaa- 5 - 1 - - - 3 1 - -
15-19 years—---- - 2,378 17 24 €8 164 505 809 546 164 81
20-24 years--- - 9,380 61 72 133 536 | 1,931{ 3,360 | 2,256 705 326
25-29 years----- - 5,024 26 31 89 277 992 1,856 1,226 362 185
30-34 years--- - 1,927 7 15 31 122 370 726 454 143 59
35-38 years-- - 737 7 5 13 47 152 266 180 42 25
40-44 yearsg------ - 117 - 1 3 15 21 33 31 10 3
45 years and over----——---ceeeaan 9 - - - 1 3 2 3 - -
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TABLE 1. LIVE BIRTHS BY BIRTH WEIGET,

WEIGHT AT BIRTH BY AGE OF MOTHER

TOTAL-BIRTH ORDER, AGE OF MOTHER,

1950-—-Continued

(See headnote on p. 45)

47

AND COLOR: UNITED STATES, JANUARY 1 TO MARCH 31,

TOTAL~-BIRTE OKDER, AGE OF

BIRTH WEIGHT (in grams)

Total
MOTHER, AND COLOR 1,000 1 3,001~ | 1,501~ | 2,001~ | 2,501~ | 3,001- | 5,50L- | 4,001 43201
e85 1,500 | 2,000 | 2,500 | 3,000 | 3,500 | 4,000 | 4,500 |
FOURTH BIRTH ORDER

Total: 72,627 373 492| 1,064 3,534| 11,596 | 25,255 | 20,911 7,224{ 2,178
Under 15 years 2 - 1 - - 1 - - - -
15-19 years 862 14 15 30 6l 173 261 208 61 38
20-24 years 14,877 110 125 263 850 2,643 5,242 3,876 1,298 470
25-29 years 25,599 207 180 349 1,195 4,129 8,834 7,543 2,506 756
30-34 years 19,230 80 108 263 863 | 2,865 | 6,747| 5,700 2,049 557
35-39 years d 9,915 54 53 130 249 | 1,460 | 3,407 2,978| 1,100 284
40-44 years 2,032 8 9 29 112 316 718 575 195 70
45 years and over---——e——ewoo——— 110 - 1 - 4 11 46 30 15 3
Whait 59,646 288 387 gt0| 2,844 | 9,269| 20,728 | 17,527| 6,117| 1,616
Under 15 years 1 - - - - 1 - - - -
15-18 years 306 3 9 13 26 67 24 5 12 7
20-24 years 9,60L 73 &9 185 541 | 1,648 | 3,422 | 2,528 873 242
25-29 yeer: 21,239 88 139 294 986 3,382 7,283 6,367 2,130 570
30-34 year 17,343 70 87 232 775 | 2,534 6,017 | 5,214 21,873 473
35-39 years 9,157 46 43 121 412 1,333 3,142 2,775 1,030 255
40-44 years 1,902 8 9 25 103 294 671 541 184 67
45 years and Over~e———-r=mea———e- 97 - 1 - 3 10 39 27 15 2
Nonwhit 12,981 85 105 194 690 2,327 4,527 3,384 1,107 562
Under 15 years-—-—meeamvoccan—an 1 - 1 - - - - - - -
15-19 years 556 11 ] 17 35 106 167 134 49 31
20-24 years 5,276 37 36 78 309 as8s 1,820 1,348 425 228
25-29 years 4,360 a9 41 S5 209 747 1,551 1,176 376 188
30-34 years -— 1,887 10 11 31 90 328 670 486 176 84
35-39 years 758 8 10 9 37 127 265 203 70 29
40-44 years 130 - - 4 9 22 47 34 n 3
45 years and oOver---—-e=—weeeem——a 13 - - - 1 1 7 3 - 1

FIFTH BIRTH ORDER AND OVER
Total. 109,327 630 7831 1,721| 5,206 | 15,345 | 33,899 | 32,425| 13,104 6,128
Under 15 years - - - - - - - - - -
15-19 years 218 8 1 5 26 38 58 46 29 7
20-24 years 7,978 78 86 184 487 | 1,364 | 2,633 | 2,087 714 345
25-29 years 28,510 176 205 447 | 1,445 | 4,291 9,250} 8,2687| 3,092) 1,337
30-34 years 33,431 193 245 508 1,583 4,593 | 10,420 9,995 4,028 1,866
35-39 years 27,882 143 172 405 1,270 | 3,623 | 8,330 8,535 3,652 1,752
40-44 years 10,441 31 70 161 450 1,324 2,959 3,244 1,468 754
45 years and Over--e-~—c~—c—w-a- 867 1 4 11 35 110 249 251 121 ‘85
‘Whit 77,417 439 541 1,153 3,590 { 10,557 24,102 | 23,577 9,601 3,857
Under 15 years—--w-ewmweumece—a= - - - - - - ¢ - - - -
15-19 years KN 5 1 1 9 14 22 9 9 1
20-24 years 3,836 41 52 82 237 870 1,272 1,023 332 127
25-29 yéars 18,288 121 127 288 931 2,683 6,014 5,374 2,039 711
30-34 years 24,522 141 179 37| 1,095 | 3,312 7,70L| 7,52L| 3,019| 1,183
35-39 years 21,512 104 126 279 928 2,723 6,498 6,772 2,878 1,204
40-44 years 8,529 26 54 123 365 1,064 2,410 2,694 1,230 563
45 years and Overe--—-ermcmee———- 659 1 2 9 25 91 185 184 94 68
Nonwhite 31,910 191 242 568 1,708 4,786 9,797 8,848 3,503 2,269
Under 15 years--—=——-cemec—uma—a= -1l - - - - - - - - -
15-19 years 147 3 - 4 17 24 36 37 20 8
20-24 years 4,142 37 34 102 250 694 1,361 1,064 382 218
25-29 years 10,222 55 78 158 514 1,608 3,238 2,893 1,053 626
30-34 years 8,908 52 66 137 488 1,281 2,718 2,474 1,009 683
35-39 years 6,370 39 46 126 342 800 1,832 1,763 174 548
40-44 years 1,912 S 16 38 85 260 549 S50 238 171
45 years and over----- ————————— 208 - 2 2 10 19 64 67 27 17
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TABLE 2. FERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF LIVE BIRTHS BY BIRTH WELGHT, BY TOTAL-BIRTH.ORDER, AGE OF MOTHER, AND .COLOR: UNITED
STATES, JANUARY 1 TO MARCH 31, 1950

(Total-birth order refers to number of children ever born to mother, including fetal deaths. Figures for birth welght,
birth order, and age of mother not stated are distributed. Figures for age of mother under 15 years and 45 years and over
are not shown separately, but are includedin totels for groups, Excludes data for Massachusetts. Two dots (..) indicate
percent or median not computed where base is less than 100)

Median BIRTH WEIGHT (in grams)
TOTAL-BIRTE OFDER, AGE |weight |, . -
OF MOTHER, AND COLOR (12)1 12000 11,001~ | 1,501~ | 2,001- 2’§2? 2,501~ |3,001- |3,501~ 4,001 | %50
gram lege  |15%0 |2,000 2,500 | (%% |5j000 (3,500 |£,000 |4,800 | °F
ALL BIRTH ORDERS
Totalommmm e mmmme 3,320 | 100.0 0.5] o.6] 1.a| 49| 7.4 18| 77| 21| 77| a1
3,250 | 100.0 05| o8| 1.7 s.0| 90| 20.7| se2| 21| 57| 1.3
3,300 | 100.0 05| o.6| 13| 4.9 7.3| 19.2] @e.1| 26.2] 6.7] 1.5
3,340 100.0 04| 05| l.z| 45| 6.7 17.6| 0| 20| 7.8| 20
* 3,360 | 100.0 05| o.6| 1.3| 4.7| 7.2| 18.6| s6.1| 28.6| 91| 2.7
3,390 | 100.0 05| o0.| 1.5| 5.0 7.7| 1s.8| 33.7| z8.8| 10.3] 3.7
3,430 | 100.0 0.4 o.6| 1.6] 5. 7.7} 1a.9| 3.8 2001 | 1iie|  s.e
" 3,350 | 100.0 o.a| o0.6| 13| &.7| 70| 17.7| 31| 27| 78| 1.8
3,280 | 200.0 0.5| 0.7 15| 53| 8.0| 19.5] 42| zs.a| s.8] 1.0
3,310 | 100.0 o.a| o0.6| 1.2| 47| e.m| 18.7| s9.6| 2.7| 6.7 1.3
3,540 | 100.0 o.a| o0.5| 1.2 44| 65| 17.4| 38.3| 283| 78| 1.7
3,360 | 100.0 0.5 0.6 1.5| 4.6] 7.0 16.6| 36.2| 27| 90| 2.3
5,390 | 100.0 05| 0.6 1.5| 4.| 7.5| 1s.8 34.1| 29.2] 102| 3.2
3,430 | 100.0 0.4 0.6| 1.5| 5.0| 7.5| 15.0| 52.3| 29.4| 11.5| 4.5
3,280 | 100.0 06| o0.8| 1.8| 6.| 97| 206 32| 25| 73| 3.8
15-19 years 5,180 | 100.0 0.6| 1.0| 23| 8.0 12.0| 2.3 36.3] 20.0| s5.2| 2.2
20-24 years 5,250 | 100.0 0.7] o.8| 1.7| 6| ‘o8| 2200 zs.2| 229| 68| 3w0
25-29 years 5,320 | 100.0 0.6 ©0.7| 1.5| 5.6 8. 10.1] 35.3| 25.3| 7.8| 4.2
30-34 years 3,360 | 100.0 0.6| o0.7| 1.6| 5.8 8.8 17.2| 3.4 2570 9.4| 5.8
35-39 years 5,400 | 100.0 0.7 o0.7| 1.9| s.7{ 9.0] 16.1| 0.8 26.5| 10.7| 7.0
40-44 years 3,450 | 100.0 0.3 0.9) z1| s5.7| e8| 14.7| e8| 27.7| T.al 7.7
FIRST BIRTH ORDER
S 3,250 | 100.0 04| o0.6] 13| 5. 7.7 22| 40.8| 24.2| 5.2] o0.8
15-19 years 3,250 | 100.0 0o.4| 0.7 1.6 s5.8] e.5| 21.1| 40.2| 23.8] 5.4] 1.0
20-24 years—- 5,270 | 100.0 0.4 0.5| 1.1] 4.9 6.9| 20.7| 41.5| 24.9| 5.1| 0.8
25429 years-- 3,250 | 100.0 o.4| 05| 1.2 s.0| 7.1| 21.3| 4ar.8| za.2] 5.0 0.7
30-34 years—- 3,250 | 100.0 0.7 0.7{ 1.6| .| 91| 22.2| z9.4| 23a| s5.2| 0.7
35-39 years-- 3,200 | 100.0 0.6| 0.9 z.0| 7.5 11.0| 23.2| 3e.e| 21| 5.2] 1.0
40-44 years 3,190 | 100.0 0.8{ 0.5| 2.6 9.6| 13.7]| =21.7| 38.0| 2.5| 4.4 0.7
WhAtEmmmmemmommeemonm 3,270 | 100.0 o.4| o0.5| 1.2| s.0| 7.2| 20.5| 41.4| 24| 5.3 o.8
15-19 yeers 5,270 | 100.0 04| o0.6| 1.6| 5. 7.6 19.8| 4l.0| 25.1| 5.6 0.8
20-2¢ years 5,270 | 100.0 03| 0.5 1.1| 4.7] 6.5{ 20.2| 4l.9| 25.4| 5.2| 0.7
25-29 years 5,260 | 100.0 0.4 0.5 11| 4.9| 6.9] 20.9| 42.0| 24.5| 51| 0.7
3,240 | 100.0 0.6 o0.7| 1.6| 6.0] 8.0 219 9.5 23.7| 5.3] .o0u7
3,200 | 100,0 05| 1.0| 20| 7.3] 10.8{ 25.0| 38.8| 21.4| 5.0] o.8
5,190 | 100.0 0.8 o0.4| 25| s9.2| 13| 21| 38.5| 28| 4.3| 0.7
3,150 | 100.0 0.6 o0.| =z.o0| 8.3 11.8] 26.4| 37.4| 18.7| 4.2] 1.5
3,150 | 100.0 0.5 0.9 =z.2| 8.| 12.2| 26| 57.0| 18.6| 4.5| 1.6
3,160 | 100.0 0.6 0. 1.7 7.8 11| 26.7| 37.8| 19.3| 3.8| 1.3
5,150 | 100.0 0o.e| o0.8| 1.8 7.5| 11.0| =27.1| z8.6] 18.3] 3.8 1.5
5,160 | 100.0 13| 0.5| 1.9 7.9| 11.6| 25.9| 38.1| 1e.5| 4.5| 1.4
5,150 | 100.0 o.8| o©0.4] 21| sl 1s.2] z.7| 33.3| 17.64| 7.2| 2.5
.. .. 0 .. .. . Ny .. .. . .. 0
3,320 | 100.0 0.4 o0.6| 13| 46| 6.9 18.0| 87| 276 73| 1.5
15-19 years---m-mmommn-v 5,270 | 100.0 06| 1.0 19| e.0| o9.6| 19.9| s7.4] 2.0 6.3) 1.8
20-24 years—- 3,320 | 200.0 0o.«| o0.6| 13| 4.6]| s6.9| 1s.2| z8.7| 27.3| 7.3| 1.5
25429 years—- 5,340 | 100.0 0.5 0.4 11| &1]| s.9| 17.3| se.2| 286| 7.5| 1.5
30-34 yenre-- 5,520 | 100.0 05| o0.5| 12| 42| e8| 17.9| me.z! =276 7.4| L
35-39 years-- 5,310 | 100.0 05| o0.5| 1.7| s.4] sl 1s.8| 69| 27.5| 7.2] 1.5
4044 YeRrS—mmmmmmnmmmmen 3,300 | 100.0 o5l ol 1.71 s.4) 82| D1l s7el zral s8] 1.2

*Computed to nearest 10 grems on basis of exact conversion of interval limits from pounds to ounces; see text.
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TABLE 2. PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF LIVE BIRTHS BY BIRTH WEIGHT, BY TOTAL-BIRTH ORDER, AGE OF MOTEER, AND COLOR: UNITED
) STATES, JANUARY 1 TO MARCH 31, 1950—Continued

(See headnote on p. 48)

Medien BIRTH WEIGHT (in grams)
TOTAL-BIRTH ORDER, AGE |weight |, . . .
OF MOTEER, AND COLOR gr§i§>1 1,000 11,001~ | 1,501~ | 2,001 2% 1 2,500~ | 3,001~ | 3,501~ | 4,001- #5501
1T | 1is00 | 2,000 | 2,500 | 9% f355000 |3500 | 4,000 | 4,500 | O
SECOND BIRTH ORDER—Con.

T P 3,330 | 100.0 0.4 o0s5| 1.2| 24| e.s| 17.5| 3ss.9| 2.2] 7.5| 1.2
15-19 years—--mmmmm—-—m== | 3,300 | 100.0 o.6| o8| 1.8 s5.4| 86| 18.7] 37.9| 26.7| 6.6| 1.4
20-24 YRATEwmmmmmmmmmm e 3,330 | 100.0 0.4| o0.5| 1.2| 2.4| 6.5| 17.5| 38.9| 28.0] 7.6] 1.4
2529 YoarS-———mmmmmmmn 3,350 | 100.0 0.3 0.2l 11| 38| s.7| 10| 393 29.0] 7.6 1.4
30-34 years- 3,330 | 100.0 o.6| os| 11| 23| .| 178| 30.2| 27.8] 75| 1.3
35-39 years- 5,510 | 100.0 o.6| o0.5] 17| s} 81| 188l se.9| =27.7| 73] 1.5
£0-44 YERTS-mmmmmmmmmmmem 3300 | 100.0 o.s| o.6] 1.8| 5.1 7.9| 19.0| s75| 2r5| 68| 1.3

T T — 5,230 | 100.0 o.6| o.8! 1.9| s.7] 101} 25| 37.2| z222| 5.5 2.4
15-19 years--mmmmmmmmmmm- 5,220 | 100.0 0.6| 1.2| =2.3| 7.5) 1.5} 22.4] 36.3| z1.4| 5.7 2.7
20-24 years- -1 3,230 | 100.0 o0.6] 0.8l 1.8| 83| e8| 22.8| 37.1| 22.4| 5.7 2.4
25-29 years- -| 3las0! 100.0|| .0.6| o0.a| 15| 6.3 s8] 22| 38.7| 23.0( 2.9 2.4
30-34 years- -1 3,230 100.0 o.9| 1.0 19| s.1] o.8| z2.z| s7.9] 2208] 5.2| ‘2.0
35-39 years--- -| 3,250} 100.0 o.2| o.2| 1.6| 6.4| 83| 22.3| s8.0| 25.4| 6.1| 1.8
20-44 YORTSwnmmmmmmmmmmnm 3,210 | 100.0 0.90] o0.8| o0.9| 0.2| 13.0( =20.4| 38.9] 23| 35.7| 2.8

TETRD BIRTE ORDER

PObEL e —mmmm e 3,550 | 100.0 0.5 o.6| 13| 47| 72| 16.9| z6.4| 28| 8.7| 2.2
15-19 years-—mnmmmmmmmmmn 3,260 | 100.0 0.8 11| =z8| 7.3] 12.0| 19.2| 3s5.4| 23.6| 7.3| 2.
20-24 Yyears-mmmmmmmmmmmun 3,320 | 100.0 0.6| 0.7\ 1.5| 5.1 8.0 18.5| 36.3| 26.8| 8.2| 2.2
25-29 yearseemnmmm——mmmmm 3,570 | 100.0 0.5 o.5| 1.2| 2.2| se.5| 16.3| s6.8| 20.5| 8.7 2.2
30-34 years— —| 3,380 | 100.0 0.a| 0.6 11| 4.4| 6.5| 15.9] 36.4| 20.8| 9.2) 2.2
35-39 years- 3,570 | 100.0 0.6 o.6| 1.5| 45| 7.2] w6.1| 35.8| 28.5| 9.1| 2.2
20-44 years- 3,360 | 100.0 o.a| o0.70 11| 48| 7.0| 88| 63| 27.7| 98| 22

Whitemmommmmmmmmmm e 5,360 | 100.0 05| o0.6] 1.3| 45| 6.9| 16.4| sE.5| 29.3| 82| 20
15-19 yearse=ammn-mmmm—m—- 5,270 | 100.0 o.o| 13| 27| 7.7} 12.5| 17.3| 6.7 24.2| 77| 1.5
20-24 years--- 5,330 | 100.0 0.6 0.7 15| 4. “7.8| 17.9] se.a| 2706 84 1.9
25-20 years-—- 3,570 ] 100.0 0.5| o.5| 1.2| 43| 6.4| 15.9| 36.8| 30.0| 8.8 2.0
30-34 years--- 37380 | 100.0 o.a| 0.8 11| 4.2 6.3| 15.7| 36.3| s0.2| 9.4l 21
35-39 years-a-—--- 5,380 | 100.0 0.6| 0.6 15| 4.3 71| 1s.8| 58| 29.9| 93t 2
40-44 Years—-—=mn 5,360 | 100.0 o.a| o0.6| 11| 45| 6.5| 1s.7| 6.8 27.8| 10.0| 2.2

Nonwhite-- 5,290 | 100.0 0.6| o.8| 1.6| 59| 8.9 2.3 6.0 2¢.0| 7.3| 3.5
15-19 years—n-n-mmmmmmmmn 3,250 | 100.0 0.7{ 1.0 29| s.9| 11.5| 2.2| 3¢.0| 23.0] 6.9 3.4
20-24 YEATS=mmmmmmmmmmmmn 3,290 | 100.0 0.7{ o.e| 1.4| 5.7 ‘8.6] 20.6| 35.8| 2e.1| 7.5| 3.5
25-29 years~ 3,300 | 100.0 05| o.| 1.a| 55| 8.0 19.7| ss.8| 2eal| 72| 3.7
30-34 years- 3,290 | 100.0 0.4 o.8| 1.6 6.3] 9.1| 1e.2| 37.7| 23.6| 7.4| 3.1
35-39 Yearsemm—m-mnmmwmmmn 3,270 | 100.0 o.o] 0.7 1.8] s6.2| o9.8| z0.6| 61| 2¢a| 5.7 3.2
40-44 years-----=mmmmmmnn 3,280 | 100.0 ol o.8| z.6] 12.8] 16.2| 17.9| 282} 26.5] 8.5| 2.6

FOURTE BIRTH ORDER

3,380 | 100.0 0.5| 0.7 15! 49| 75| 18.0| 34.8| 28.8] s.9] 3.0
5,260 | 100.0 16| 1.7 s.s| 7] 18| 2.1 30.3] 2e.z2] 7| 4
3,330 | 100.0 0.7 o.8| 1.8] s.7| Te.n| 17.8| ss.2{ 2.1] 8.7| 3.2
3,390 | 100.0 0.6 0.7 1.4 7| 7.2| 16| 54.5| 29.5] s8] 3.0
3,400 | 100.0 0.4| o.6| 1.4 4.5| 6.8] e8| 51| =29.6| 10.7| 2.9
3,410 100.0 0.5| 0.5 1.53| 4.5) 6.9 14.7| 3e.| 30.0] 11| 2.9
3,380 | 100.0 0.2| o0.2|] 1.4| s.5| 7.8 15.6| 35.3| 28.3| 9.5| 3.4
3,390 | 100.0 0.5| o0.8| 15| 48] 74| 15.5| ses| 24| 103| 2.7
15-18 years—--- 5,180 | 100.0 10| 20| s.z2| 85| 17| 21.9] 30.7| 2a.5| s.90 2.3
20~24 years~ 3,330 | 100.0 o.8| o.8| 19| s.8]| “e.2| 17.2| 35.8| 2.3 9.1| 2.5
25-29 years- 5,590 | 100.0 0o.a| o0.7{ 1.4| t.6{ 7.1| 15.9| 34.3| 30.0| 10.0| 2.7
30-34 Years—-mmmmmmm—m——= 3,410 | 100.0 o.z| o.6] 1.3] 4.5| 6.8 1¢.6| 35.0| s0.1| 10.8| 2.7
35-39 YRATEmnmrmmmmmn e 5,420 | 100.0 0.5| 0.5 13| 4.5 6.8 1e.6| 34.3| 30.3| 112 2.8
40-44 Years—-mnmrmmmmm—e 3,380 | 100.0 0.al o0l 1.3} s5.4] 7.6 1551 3531 24| 9.7l 3.5

i

Lcomputed to nearest 10 grems on basis of exact conversion of interval limits from pounds to ounces; see
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TABLE 2. PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF LIVE BIRTHS BY BIRTH WEIGET, BY TOTAL-BIRTH ORDER, AGE OF MOTHER, AND COLOR: UNITED
STATES, JANUARY 1 TO MARCH 31, 1950-—Continued

(See headnote on p. 48)

Median BIRTH WEIGHT (in grems)
TOTAL-BIRTH ORDER, AGE | weight Total
OF MOTHER, AND COLOR gr$2)1 1’220 1,001~ | 1,501- |2,001- z,ggo 2,501~ | 3,001~ | 3,501~ | 4,002~ 43&;’,01
less 1,500 |2,000 [2,500 less 3,000 3,500 | 4,000 |4,500 more
FOURTH BIRTH ORDER—Con.
Nonwhitemmam-eummmaaa 3,340 | 100.0 0.7 0.8 1.5 5.3 8.3 17.9 34.9 26.1 8.5 4.3
15-19 years--—-==-=-=---aa 3,310 | 100.0 2.0 1.1 3.1 6.3 1z.4 19.1 30.0 24.1 8.8 5.6
3,320 | 100.0 0.7 0.7 1.5 5.9 8.7 18.9 34.5 25.5 8.1 4.3
3,360 100.0 0.4 0.9 1.3 4.8 7.4 17.1 35.8 27.0 8.6 4.3
3,350 | 100.0 0.5 0.6 1.6 4.8 7.5 17.4 35.5 [ 25.8 9.3 4.5
3,350 | 100.0 1.1 1.3 1.2 4.9 8.4 16.8 35.0 26.8 9.2 3.8
3,310 | .100.0 o] 0 3.1 6.9 10.0 16.9 36.2 26.2 8.5 2.3
FIFTH BIRTH ORDER
AND OVER
Total=—m-mme—em———— 3,460 | 100.0 0.6 0.7 1.6 4.8 7.7 14.0 31.0 29.7 12.0 5.6
15-18 years-—--w---———m=-n 3,260 100.0 3.7 0.5 2.3 11.97 18.3 17.4 26.6 21.1 13,3 3.2
20~24 yearse——-=-=-- - 35,3401 100.0 1.0 1.1 2.3 6.1 10.5 17.1 33.0 26.2 8.9 4.3
25-29 years- - 3,420 | 100.0 0.6 0.7 1.6 5.1 8.0 15.1 32.4 29.0 10.8 4.7
30-34 years- = 3,460 | 100.0 0.6 0.7 1.5 4.7 7.6 13.7 31.2 29,9 12.0 5.6
35-39 years- - 3,500 | 100.0 0.5 0.6 1.5 4.6 7.1, 13.0 29.9 30.8 3.1 6.3
40-44 yearsm---=-=-mcomun 3,540 | 100.0 0.3 0.7 1.5 4.3 6.8 12.7 28.3 31.1 14.2 7.0
White=a=---==mcocaman ~ 3,470 | 100.0 0.6 0.7 1.5 4.6 7.4 13.6 31.1 30.5 12.4 5.0
15-19 years----—-- - . .. .. .. .o .o . .e .o .o .o .o
20-24 years- - 3,330 | 100.0 1.1 1.4 2.1 6.2 10.7 17.5 33.2 26,7 8.7 3.3
25-29 years- - 5,410 | 100.0 0.7 0.7 1.8 5.1 8.0 14.7 32.9 29.4 11.1 3.9
30-34 years----~-—-=——e-u 3,470 | 100.0 0.6 0.7 1.5 4.5 7.3 13.5 31.4 30.7 12.3 4.8
35-39 years--==e=s-cmmaaa 3,510 100.0 0.5 0.6 1.3 4.3 6.7 1z2.7 30.2 31.5 13.4 5.6
40-44 yearse--=-=-=---o-- 3,540 100.0 0.3 Q.6 1.4 4.3 8.7 12.5 28.3 31.6 14.4 6.6
Nonwhiltew~====umoenax 3,430 | 100.0 0.6 0.8 1.8 5.3 8.5 15.0 30.7 27.7 11.0 7.1
15-19 years 3,350 | 100.0 2.0 0 2.7 11.6 16.3 18.3 2¢.5 25.2 13.6 4.1
20-24 years 3,350 | 100.0 0.9 0.8 2.5 6.0 10.2 16.8 32.9 25.7 9.2 5.3
25-29 years 3,420.| 100.0 0.5 0.8 1.6 5.0 7.9 15.7 31.7 28.3 10.5 6.1
30~34¢ years 3,450 | 100.0 0.6 0.7 1.5 5.5 8.3 14 .4 30.5 27.8 11.3 7.7
35-39 years 3,470 | 100.0 0.6 0.7 2.0 5.4 8.7 14.1 28.8 27.7 12.2 8.6
40~44 years 3,500 | 100.0 0.3 0.8 2.0 4.4 7.5 13.6 28.7 28.8 12.4 8.9
lCcn:nputerl to nearest 10 grams on basis of exact conversion of interval limits from pounds to ounces; see text.
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TABIE 3. DEATHS UNDER 28 DAYS BY BIRTH WEIGHT, TOTAL-BIRTH ORDER, AGE OF MOTHER, AND COLOR: UNITED STATES, JANUARY 1 70
MARCE 31, 1950

(Includes deaths among children born Jan. 1 to Mar. 31, 1950.

mother, including fetal deaths.
cludes data for Massachusetts)

Toba.l-‘bi;'th order refers to number of children ever born to
Figures for birth weight, blrth ordexr, and age of mother not stated are distributed., Ex-

TOTAL-BIRTH CRDER, AGE OF

Total

BIRTE WEIGHT (in grams)

45 years and OVer-me———cccme—ea—

MOTHER, AND COLOR 1,000 | 5 oo1- | 1,501- | 2,001~ | 2,501~ | 3,001 | 5,501 | 4,000~ | 450t
lg:s 1,500 | 2,000 | 2,500 | 3,000 | 3,500 | 4,000 | 4,500 mg;
ALL BIRTH ORDERS
Total 16,741 3,424 | 2,801-| 2,403 | 2,078 | 1,912 | 2,132 | 1,280 483 248
Under 15 years—-—m-m——w——c—m—am-— 57 9 19 7 8 6 2 3 1 2
15-19 years 2,428 443 t 469 4086 359 271 276 137 49 19
20-24 years 5,086 1,089 891 763 607 587 592 372 122 43
25-29 years 4,215 891 713 577 459 498 584 321 112 60
30-34 years 2,796 618 433 362 335 312 342 227 108 58
35-39 years 1,645 317 212 218 233 176 223 153 72 41,
40-44 years - - 496 S4 63 67 74 S5 85 61 18 19
45 years and OVeI-—-w—-wem=a—memne 37 2 1 3 3 7 8 6 1 6
Vhite 13,521 2,817 | 2,293 | 1,976 | 1,693 | 1,528 [ 1,703 982 374 155
Under 15 yearse—w——emmmemeccnoa—— 23 5 8 3 2 2 - 1 1 1
15-19 years 1,707 328 339 279 251 180 197 o2 3L 10
20-24 years 4,093 868 718 635 481 483 481 296 101 28
25-29 years - 3,535 753 612 512 398 409 492 239 20 30
30-34 years - 2,343 536 380 313 285 251 273 185 8L 39
35-39 years 1,377 275 179 177 207 146 189 122 56 26
40-44 years 414 49 56 54 66 51 66 44 14 14
45 years and OVer-we—m——mmm——a—- 29 2 1 3 3 6 5 3 - 6
Nonwhite 3,220 807 508 427 385 384 409 298 109 93
Under 15 yearSw—e—memw—mmonceae— 3% 4 11 4 6 4 2 2 - 1
15-19 years 722 115 130 127 108 91 79 45 18 9
20~24 years 973 220 173 128 126 104 111 76 21 14
25-29 yearS=mmcmmmmmc—em—aa———— 680 138 1ol 65 6L 89 oz a2 22 30
30-34 years 453 83 53 49 50 61 69 42 27 29
35-39 years 268 42 33 41 26 30 34 31 16 15
40-44 yeaxrs 82 S 7 13 8 4 19 17 4 S
45 years and over=w=---- S—————— 8 - - - - 1 3 3 1 -
‘FIRST BIRTHE ORDER
Total 4,980 288 831 687 610 621 677 397 131 38
Under 15 years———rme—memeccmceea- 48 9 13 6 8 S 1 3 1 2
15-19 yeax: 1,525 266 264 225 239 1oL 197 96 34 13
20-24 years 1,781 349 305 243 199 225 234 160 54 12
25-29 years - 915 188 148 215 87 123 147 72 17 T
30-34 years 460 116 71 66 39 43 62 43 18 2
35-39 years 205 37 27 25 31 26 30 21 7 1
40-44 years 45 11 3 7 7 8 [ 2 - 1
. 45 years and OVer=———=m—-e-menee-- 1 1 - - - - - - - -
Wh.it.e 4,120 836 698 584 493 498 548 321 109 23
Under 15 yearS—m—eemnaccaae~ ——— 20 5 5] 3 2 2 - 1 1 1
15-19 years 1,133 211 205 170 i72 131 151 62 24 7
20-24 years 1,532 300 256 220 168 183 203 139 45 7
25-29 years aos 173 136 108 77 107 126 63 14 4
30-34 years 398 102 [:5] 63 36 33 40 35 18 2
35-39 years 187 33 26 23 30 24 24 19 7 1
40-44 years 41 11 1 7 7 8 4 2 - 1
45 years and OVer=-=me-—mem—e——e- 1 1 - - - - - - - -
NODWALEE mmwerrm m o e m o e 860 152 133 93 117 123 129 76 22 15
Under 15 years 28 4 8 3 [ 3 1 2 - 1
15-19 year: 392 55 59 55 67 &0 46 34 10 [
20-24 years 249 49 49 23 30 32 31 21 9 5
25-29 year 107 26 12 7 10 16 21 9 3 3
30-34 year 62 14 2 3 3 10 22 8 - -
35-39 years 18 4 1 2 1 2 6 2 - -
40-44 years 4 - 2 - - - 2 - - -
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TABLE 3.

VITAL STATISTICS—SPECIAL REPORTS

DEATHS UNDER 28 DAYS BY BIRTH WEIGHT,

TOTAL~-BIRTH ORDER,
MARCH 31, 1850-—Continued

(See headnote on p. 51)

AGE OF MOTHER, AND COLOR: UNITED STATES, JANUARY 1 TO

TOTAL-BIRTH ORDER, AGE OF

BIRTH WEIGET (in grams)

Total
NOTHER, AND COLOR 1,000 4 oo1-| 1,501 | 2,001-| 2,501-| 3,001- | 3,501 | 4,001~ | #30
or 1,500 | 2,000 | 2,500 | 3,000 | 3,500 | 4,000 | 4,500 or
less more

SECOND BIRTH ORDER
Totalemr e e cc e 4,459 942 793 691 562 479 542 298 114 38
Under 15 years 7 - 4 1 - 1 1 - - -
1519 years—mw—- 676 125 157 134 85 62 63 3l 14 5
20-24 years--- 1,722 361 302 268 241 178 198 118 41 15
25-29 years 1,168 237 196 185 132 130 169 80 3l 8
30-34 years 586 155 97 65 67 72 62 39 21 8
35-39 years 247 56 28 32 31 29 40 22 7 2
40-44 years 51 8 8 3 5 7 9 8 - -
45 years and OVer----——=—c—eeouo 2 - 1 - 1 - - - - -
White 3,787 803 666 592 480 402 465 254 96 23
Under 15 years-—we--eemaemmnecmnaw 3 - 3 - - - - - - -
15-19 445 90 103 83 58 42 38 22 7 2
20-24 1,453 299 247 240 19¢ 158 166 99 36 12
25-29 1,073 210 120 177 127 110 155 69 29 6
30-34 528 140 86 57 64 62 59 36 17 7
35-32 233 56 28 29 27 26 38 20 7 2
40-44 years S0 8 8 6 4 7 9 8 - -
45 years and OVer~m-———-rmmo—cameo 2 - 1 - 1 - - - - -
Nonwhite 672 139 127 99 a2 77 17 44 18 9
Under 15 years 4 - 1 1 - 1 1 - - -
15-19 years—-- 231 35 54 51 27 20 25 9 7 3
20-24 years--- 269 62 55 28 42 23 32 19 5 3
25-29 years-——=-—c——mmmeem e 95 27 6 8 5 20 14 11 2 2
30-34 years S8 15 11 8 3 10 3 3 4 1
35-39 years 14 - - 3 4 3 2 2 - -
40-44 years 1 - - - 1 - - - - -
45 years and OvVer——-e—ac—me—meea - - - - - - - - -

THTRD BIRTH ORDER
Total 2,830 659 496 376 344 333 331 185 73 33
Under 15 yearsem—-memcmmomamen—- 1 - 1 - - - - - - -
15-19 years 174 34 35 33 31 17 14 9 - 1
20-24 years 907 223 169 433 99 112 87 56 20 8
25-29 years 901 215 153 113 97 110 127 55 18 13
30-34 ye8rSmmmmemmmmam———————— 534 118 95 57 66 65 59 46 20 8
35-39 years - 252 63 34 36 36 23 31 17 10 2
40-44 years &0 [ 9 4 15 6 13 1 S 1
45 years and OVere-e-—wacmcmacwa- 1 - - - - - - 1 - -
White 2,394 562 425 321 286 283 272 154 87 24
Under 15 years=r--———eu-cmecmenea - - - - - - - - ~- -
15-19 years - 1086 21 23 20 19 7 8 7 - 1
20-24 yesrs - 715 173 136 107 7 20 65 42 19 8
25-29 years-wm-ecm—ccmamcmm e 781 18l 135 100 84 97 104 46 17 7
30-34 years 498 113 20 54 60 60 54 43 17 7
35-39 YEBrS=mmmmmmmemm e ——————— 238 58 32 36 33 23 30 14 10 2
40-44 yearS-————cmmm—m—mcrm———— 55 6 9 4 13 6 1 1 4 1
45 years and OvVer——r--cewccnee-= 1 - - - - - - 1 - -
Nonwhite —ememe oo cmmcmameeeem 436 97 71 55 58 50 59 31 [ 9
Under 15 years-cemcc—ecccomccaa-- 1 - 1 - - - - - - -
15-19 years 68 13 12 13 12 10 6 2 - -
20-24 years 192 50 33 26 22 22 22 14 1 2
25~-29 years 120 24 18 13 13 13 23 9 1 6
30-34 years 36 S 5 3 [ 5 5 3 3 1
35-39 years - 14 5 2 - 3 - 1 3 - -
40-44 years S - - - 2 - 2 - 1 -
45 years and OVere-we—mc—e——m——o - - - - - - - - - -
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AGE OF MOTHER, AND COLOR: UNITED STATES, JANUARY 1 TO

TOTAL~BIRTH OFDER, AGE OF

Total

BIRTH WEIGHT (in grams)

MOTHER, AND COLOR :Légoo | 1,000-| 1,501-| 2,001-] 2,501-{ 3,001-| 3,501-| 4,001 43501
loss 1,500 | 2,000 | 2,500 | 3,000 | 3,500 | 4,000 | 4,500 | %
FOURTH BIRTH ORDER
Total. 1,536 314 280 208 172 179 205 13 43 24
Under 15 years 1 - 1 - - - - - - -
15.-19 year 39 11 12 10 L 1 2 1 1 -
20-24 year 370 92 69 58 36 45 41 20 4 5
25-29 years 503 89 108 59 50 56 14 42 19 6
30=-34 years 362 69 53 46 52 48 56 24 10 4
35-32 years 213 47 31 29 a7 25 22 20 6 6
40-44 yeaxs 48 6 6 4 4] 4 10 6 3 3
45 years and OVEr=s-ewormccmmcea- - - - - - - - - - -
White 1,211 241 218 les " 152 138 162 89 28 17
Under 15 years--c=mecwemececmnen—— - - - - - - - - - -
15-19 years 15 2 7 S - - - 1 - -
20-24 years 249 62 53 38 22 33 26 10 1 4
25-29 JEArSummmmmeummm—am—— ———— 400 73 80 53 48 40 59 3l 13 3
30-34 years 321 59 47 40 S0 40 51 22 9 3
35-39 year 184 39 25 28 26 20 19 20 3 4
40-44 years 42 6 6 4 6 3 7 1 2 3
45 years and OvVereeemmemw B - - - - - - - - - -
NonwWhite e mmmrcane e anae 325 73 | 62 38 20 43 43 24 15 7
Under 15 years 1 - 1 - - - - - -
15-19 years 24 g s 5 1 1 2 - 1
20-24 years 121 30 16 20 14 12 15 1 3
25-29 years 103 16 28 6 2 16 15 11 -]
30-34 years 41 10 -] 6 2 8 5 2 1
35-32 yeer 29 8 [} 1 1 5 3 - 3
40-44 years 6 - - - - 1 3 1 1
45 years and OVEr'mememme=mameim= - - - - - - - - -
FIFTH BIRTH ORDER AND OVER
Total. 2,836 521 | 401 443 390 300 357 287 laz 115
Under 15 yearSm-—ssemammnom—meen= - - - - - - - - - -
1519 years 15 7 1 4 3 - - - - -
20-24 year 286 64 46 6L 32 27 32 18 3 3
25-29 years - 728 151 108 105 93 79 67 72 27 26
30-34 years 854 16l 17 128 11 84 103 75 39 36
35-39 year 728 114 92 96 108 73 100 73 42 30
40-44 years 292 23 37 46 41 30 47 44 10 14
45 years and OVEr-ee—ecwara—ca——a 33 1 - 3 2 7 8 5 h 6
White 2,009 375 286 301 282 209 256 164 74 62
Under 15 yeArSewmrmemmanmmecmcaan= - - - - - - - - - -
15-19 yeax! 8 4 1 1 2 - - - - -
20-24 year 144 35 28 30 14 12 21 6 - -
25-29 years 473 106 7 4 62 85 48 30 17 10
30-34 years 598 122 88 99 75 56 69 49 20 20.
35-39 years 535 89 68 61 91 53 78 49 29 17
40-44 years 226 18 32 33 36 27 35 28 8 9
45 years and OVersere—mmu-eeme-w 25 1 - 3 2 [ 5 2 - 6
Nonwhite 927 146 115 142 108 o1 01 123 48 53
Under 15 YeBrS~mammmedimcwmmmuca= - - - - - - - - - -
15.19 yeer 7 3 - 3 1 - - - - -
20-24 year 42 29 20 31 18 15 11 12 3 3
25-29 year 255 45 37 31 3L 24 19 42 10 16
30-34 yeax 256 39 29 29 36 28 34 26 19 16
35-39 year 193 25 24 35 17 20 22 24 13 13
40-44 years 66 5 S 13 5 3 12 16 2 5
45 years and OVErew-meemecoman—o 8 - - - - 3 3 1 -

LI dHuH
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TABLE 4. NEONATAL MORTALITY RATES BY BIRTH WEIGHT, TOTAL-BIRTH ORDER, AGE OF MOTHER, AND COLOR: UNITED STATES, JANUARY 1
TO MARCH 31, 1950

(Based on deaths under 28 days among children born Jan. 1 to Mar. 31, 1950. Rates per 1,000 live births in specified group.
Totel-birth oxder refers to number of children ever born to mother, including fetal deaths. Figures for birth welght,
birth order, and age of mother not stated are distributed. Figures for age of mother under 15 years and 45 years and over
are not shown separately, but are includedin totals for groups. Excludes date for Massachusetts. Two dots (+.) indicate
rate not computed where the number of deaths is less than 10)

BIRTH WEIGHT (in grams)

TQTAL-BIRTH ORDER, AGE OF MOTHER, Total

AND COLOR l,igo 1,501~ | 2,001-| 2,501-| 3,002~ 4,§:l z,igo 28501,
less 2,000 2,500 3,000 4,500 more less more
ATL BIRTH ORDERS
Totel-evcemumron=-n - 20.0 €91.0 211.0 50.4 12.8 6.4 14.2 173.7 7.8
15-19 years—-——-m——- o e e 23.8 687.8 229.0 59.0 1z.8 6.6 14 .4 182.7 8.1
20-24 years----—- 19.0 70L.4 220.6 46.3 11.5 5.7 10.6 172.7 7.0
25-29 years-------—- 17.6 707.2 199.5 42.3 11.9 5.8 12.6 164.8 7.1
30-34 years 20.0 679.6 195.5 50.7 13.4 6.6 15.4 174.8 8.1
35-39 years 23.6 651.5 202.6 66.9 15.9 8.8 15.9 182.5 10.3
40-44 years -—-- 27.2 635.9 231.8 80.3 20.2 12.4 21.3 185.1 14.1
Whitem—amua=m - 18.9 703.1 214.6 50.6 12.0 5.8 12.0 175.8 7.1
15-19 years=- 22.3 725.0 236.8 62.4 12,1 5.9 13.3 195.5 73
20-24 years--- 18.0 710.7 228.2 45 .4 11.4 5.3 10.0 173.1 6.6
25-29 years ——— 16.7 713.5 206.7 £2.7 11.1 5.3 8.3 166.0 6.4
‘30~34 yearg--im—mmmmme—a- - 18.8 687.7 196.2 50.0 2.2 5.9 13.6 175.6 7.2
35-39 years---———--m-caea- 22.6 658.9 194.9 69.7 15.2 8.2 13.4 183.5 9.6
40-44 years - ~— 26.1 664..6 285.0 83.9 21.4 10.7 19.7 189.9 12.3
Nonwhite ———— 26.7 640.4 195.7 49.5 15.4 10.3 20.2 164.7 1.9
15-19 years—----—e- 28.3 603.4 213.4 52.5 14.6 9.0 .o 157.0 10.8
20-24 years--- 24.8 666.1 189.3 50.0 1z.0 8.1 12.0 171.0 9.2
25-29 yearsee-mwemmmcm o —— 2¢.6 673.2 156.8 39.4 16.8 10.4 26.0 157.4 12.4
30-34 years 28.7 629.6 190.7 55.1 22.6 12.8 21.6 170.2 15.2
35-39 years 29.9 608.8 244 .0 50.6 20.7 13.3 24.0 176.4 15.¢
40-44 years 35.0 461.5 265.3 . .s 24.8 . 157.9 22.9
FIRST BIRTH ORDER
Total-==-= 18.1 689.0 187.8 43.3 1.2 6.6 17.4 154.2 7.7
15-19 years=—--secommc e ————— 21.2 654.3 197.9 57.2 12.6 6.6 18.3 162.3 8.1
20-2¢ years —-- - 16.6 709.3 202.3 37.6 10.1 5.8 14.1 147.8 6.8
25-29 years--- —— - 17.3 703.9 187.9 32.7 11.0 6.3 .. 145.9 7.5
30-34 years—-- -— 24.1 739.1 213.6 33.4 10.1 9.5 . 168.9 9.7
35-39 years--- 28.7 598.1 172.4 57.7 15.7 12.5 .o i152.1 13.4
40-44 years———---- 30.9 666.7 . .e .o .o .. 140.7 13.5
Whitee--~- ——— 17.8 701.7 206 .8 42.4 10.5 5.9 13.2 157.0 7.0
15-19 years 19.8 693.3 210.1 59.0 11..5 5.8 .o 175.3 7.1
20-24 years 15.5 709.2 210.7 36.8 9.7 5.4 . 147.2° 6.4
25-29 yeBrs----—----cmwmamaoaao —_— 16.4 708.7 196.0 32.0 10.4 5.7 . 145.6 6.8
30-34 years—--- 22.3 740.3 221.1 33.7 8.4 7.6 .e 170.6 7.9
35-39 yearsm-=—-mmemmm e —— 28.1 584.2 170.4 61.3 15.7 11.5 .. 154.5 12.6
40-44 years---- 29.8 631.6 .. .. . .. .. 144 .4 12.5
Nonwhite--=- 28.9 627.8 155.0 47.8 15.7 12.7 33.9 141.0 13.8
15-19 years----- 26.6 542.9 167.7 53.1 15.6 10.2 .o 131.1 l2.1
20-24 years 27.7 710.1 146.5 42.7 13.3 11.1 .e 151.5 12.3
25-29 YearS—we=mms o o e e e 31.8 666.7 .. 39.7 17.5 16.2 . 148.8 17.4
30~3¢ years 49.2 727.3 .. . 30.7 39.0 0 150,7 35.9
35-39 years---=-camecmm e 37.2 . .e .s .. .. 0 .e 23.8
40~44 years------- . . 0 o] o .. - .o ..
SECOND BIRTH ORDER

Total 17.8 709.9 215.1 48.6 10.6 5.2 10.0 173.5 6.3
15-19 years - 28.1 738.2 288.2 58.4 12.9 6.5 . 217.5 8.0
20-24 years--- ——— 18.2 704.6 223.3 55.1 10.4 5.1 10.2 179.8 6.2
25-29 years—-- - 14.3 706 .4 209.8 39.6 9.2 4.6 .. 155.4 5.4
30-34 years - 16.1 709.9 153.7 41.5 11.0 4.5 .. 160.5 5.9
35-39 yemrsS=ac-mwememmc e ———— 20.3 872.0 159.2 46.9 la2.7 7.9 . 148.9 8.9
40-44 years—--- 25.3 727.3 . .e .o 11.8 o] 163.6 13.0
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TABLE 4. NEONATAL MORTALITY RATES BY BIRTH WEIGHT, TOTAL-BIRTH ORDER, AGE OF MOTHER, AND COLOR: UNITED STATES, JANUARY 1
TO MARCH 31, 1950~—Continued

(See headnote on p. 54)

BIRTH WEIGHT (in grems)
TOTATL-BIRTH ORDER, AGE OF MOTHER, Total
AND COLOR ' 1,530 1,501~ | 2,001~ | 2,501~ | 3,001- “’ggl z,igo 2(,201
less 2,000 2,500 5,000 4,500 more less more
SECOND BIRTH ORDER—Continued -

Whitee—--- 16.2 717.6 218.5 49.0 10.2 4.9 2.2 174.6 5.9
15-19 years 27.2 781 .4 289.2 66.1 13.7 5.8 .o 236.5 7.4
20-24 years 17.5 712.8 241.4 54.4 10.6 4.9 30.1 181.¢ 6.0
25-29 years 14.0 708.0 218.2 41.8 8.4 4.3 e 159.6 5.1
30-34 years 15.2 701..8 146.5 42.5 10.1 4.3 .e 156.5 5.6
35-39 years 20.2 682.9 151.8 43.5 i2.1 7.8 . 149.7 8.8
40-44 year 26.3 800.0 .o .o .o 1z2.4 0 172.2 13.7

Nonwhit -— 25.4 670.0 196.8 46.4 12.9 8.1 13.9 167.7 9.5
15-18 years 29.9 659.3 286.5 46.7 11.5 8.4 .. 187.4 9.4
20-24 years 23.5 668.6 135.9 58.3 8.8 7.5 . 168.7 7.9
25-29 years 20.3 687.5 .e .o 19.3 8.7 . 110.6 11.5
30-34 years 32.6 787.9 ve .e 25,1 8.8 . 211.4 13.1
35-38 yeers 22.5 o} .o . .s .s 0 .. ..
40-44 years .e 0 0 . (o] 0 0 .. ¢}

THIRD BIRTH ORDER

Total~-- - 19.7 701.3 195.9 50.8 13.7 5.6 10.4 181.7 7.2
15-19 years=—m--=- 35.3 718.8 242.6 86,1 17.9 7.0 .o 224.7 9.4
20-24 years 22.0 698.8 217.7 47.0 14.7 5.6 . 180.4 7.5
25-28 years - 17.7 744.9 187.7 43.5 13.3 5.3 11.8 173.8 6.8
30-34 yegrs=~- 16.9 678.3 163.3 47.9 12.9 5.3 .o 164.7 6.7
35-39 years - 19.8 613.9 184.8 63.6 11.2 6.1 .e 183.9 7.0
40-44 years 26.4 652.2 . . 135.1 .e 11.3 .o 212.5 12.3

Whit 19.3 715.2 200.4 S1.2 13.8 5.3 9.6 185.9 6.9
15-19 years - 41.4 800.0 294.1 96.9 ae 8.5 . 260.2 10.3
20-24 years 22.5 722.0 223.8 49.0 15.9 5.5 . 198.1 7.6
25-29 years ——— - 17.1 746 .0 187.6 43.0 13.3 4.8 . 174.5 6.3
30-34 years 16.8 695.2 169.8 47.8 12.8 5.1 .e 170.0 6.5
35-39 years 19.9 616.4 187.8 63.6 l12.2 6.0 .o 187.7 7.1
40~44 years 25.5 681.8 .e 135.4 .o 10.0 .s 227.0 11.4

Nonwhite 22.3 629.2 173.5 49.9 12.6 7.3 15.3 160.9 8.7
15-19 years 28.6 609.8 19l1.2 73.2 19.8 .e 0 183.2 8.6
20-24 years 20.5 624.1 195.5 41.0 11.4 5.9 . 163.3 7.1
25-29 years 23.9 736.8 188.4 46.9 13.1 9.6 . 168.7 11.3
30-34 yeear 18.7 454.5 . .o .o 8.3 . 108.6 9.7
35-38 yeer - 19.0 . o] .o o] .. 0 138.9 .o
40-44 years . 0 o] . (¢} .o o] .e .o

FOURTH BIRTH ORDER

Total: 2l.1 686.7 193.6 48.7 15.4 - 6.8 11.0 177.9 8.4
15-19 years 45.2 793.1 333.3 .o .e .. o} 283.3 ..
20-24 years 24.9 685.1 220.5 42.4 17.0 6.2 .o 189.2 8.5
25-29 year 19.6 666 .4 169.1 41.8 13.86 7.1 .e 167.1 8.3
30~34 years 18.8 648.9 174.9 60,3 16.8 6.2 .o 167.4 7.9
35-39 years: 21.5 729.0 223.1 80.1 17.1 8.4 .e 195.3 8.6
40-44 years 23.6 705.9 .e .o .e 12.8 . 139.2 13.9
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TABLE 4. NEONATAL MORTALITY RATES BY BIRTH WEIGHT, TOTAL-BIRTH ORDER, AGE OF MOTHER, AND COLOR: UNITED STATES, JANUARY 1
TO MARCH 31, .1950-~Continued

(See headnote on p. 54)

BIRTH WEIGHT (in grams)
TOTAL-BIRTH ORDER, AGE OF MOTHER, Total
AND COLOR 1,320 1,501- | 2,001~ | 2,501~ | 3,001- 4,§21 2,220 2£01
eon 2,000 | 2,500 | 3,000 | 4,500 [ ©F less more
FOURTH BIRTH ORDER—~Continued

Whitemeocm oo e - 20.3 680.0 195.1 53.4 14.7 8.3 10.5 177.5 7.8
15-19 yearse—-——em-sem e m e e 49.0 . .. 0 [+} .. ¢} 274.5 .
20~24 YeaArSmemmmrm—cmoar e amaee e ———— 25.9 709.8 205 .4 40.7 20.0 5.4 ve 197.1 8.5
25-29_ years-- - 18.8 674.0 180.3 48.7 11.8 8.5 .. 168.5 7.4
30-34 years 18.5 634.7 172.4 64.7 15.8 6.2 .. 187.2 7.7
35-39 years 20.1 719.1 231.4 63.1 15.0 6.0 . 189.7 7.7
40-44 years 22.1 705.9 .o . .o 10.0 .o 151.7 11.4
Nonwhite-—=cemmsommmacmm e cmr e e 25.0 710.5 185.9 29.0 18.5 9.1 . 179.7 | 11.1
15-19 years 43.2 823.5 .o .. .e ‘e 9] 289.9 .e
20-2¢ years 22.9 630.1 256.4 45.3 iz2.1 7.8 .. 173.2 8.5
25-29 years--- e et T L L e 23.6 733.3 .. . 21.4 10.3 .o 160.5 12.6
30-34 years--- -—- 22.7 761.8 .e .. .. .. . 169.0 9.7
35-38 38.3 777.8 . .. .e .. .. 250.0 18.7
40-44 . - 0 0 . .. ¢} 0 .e
26.9 652.5 257.4 73.6 19.6 9.6 18.8 208,2 11.7
15-12 68.8 .e . . 0 ¢} o} 375.0 (¢}
20-24 35.8 670.7 33L.5 65.7 19.8 9.8 . 243.1 11.6
25-29 25.5 679.8 234.9 64.4 18.4 8.1 19.4 201.1 10.3
30~34 25.5 634.7 252.0 70.1 18.3 8.9 19.3 204 .4 10.9
35-39 years—--~--- — 26.1 654 .0 237.0 85.0 20.1 10.5 17.1 206.0 12,3
40-44 years—--- - 28.0 594.1 285.7 91.1 22.7}1 . 13.2 19.1 206 .5 14.9
Whitemmm e s e e cm e et e e 26.0 674.5 261.1 78.6 19.8 8.6 16.1 217 .4 10.7
15-19 years .o .e . .e 0 0 [} .e 0
20-~24¢ years 37.5 655.9 365.9 59.1 17.9 10.3 [¢] 254.9 11.4
25-29 years 25.9 713.7 256.9 66.6 20.5 7.1 4.1 213 .4 9.5
30-34 years 24 .4 656.3 266.8 68.5 16.9 7.6 16.9 215.0 9.4
35-39 years=-ew~=-- - 24.9 682.6 218.6 98.1 19.5 9.7 1¢.1 215.0 11.3
40-44 years--- 26.5 625.0 268.3 98,6 25.4 1l.2 .o 209.5 13 .4
Nonwhite - 29.1 602.8 250.0 63.3 18.0 12.3 23.4 188.8 14.2
15-19 years .o . .. .. o} 0 0 .o ¢}
20~24 years 34.3 890.1 303.9 72.0 2L.6 9.3 . 231.7 11.8
25-29 yearBm--wmvmmscmmcmm e mdae e ———— 24,9 616.5 195.0 60,3 14.9 9.9 25.6 178.7 11..8
30=34 years-- ——— 28.7 576.3 211.7 73.8 21.9 12.7 23 .4 179.0 15.1
35-39 years-~--==m--~ - 30,3 576.5 277.8 49.7 22.2 13.5 23.7 182.6 15.8
40~44 years - ———— 34.5 476.2 342.1 .o .s 22.4 .e 194.4 21.5

“n
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TABLE 5. SINGIE LIVE BIRTES BY BIRTH WEIGHT, FERIOD OF GESTATION, TOTAL-BIRTE QRDER, AND COLOR: UNITED STATES, JANUARY 1
* TO MARCH 31, 1950

(Total-birth order refers to number of children ever borntomother, including fetel deaths. Figures for birth weight, period
of gestation, and birth order not stated are distrituted.

Excludes data for Massachusetts)

.-

BIRTH WEIGHT (in grams)
FERICD OF GESTATION, TOTAL-BIRTH ORDER, Total
AND COLOR 1,:5)20 1,501~ | 2,001~ { 2,501- | 3,001- s’igl
2,000 2,500 3,000 3,500
less more
ALL GESTATION GROUPS -
Total 820,618 7,371 8,946 | 36,225 | 146,751 | 313,216 | 308,109
First birth 259,142 2,400 3,152 | 13,472 | 54,754 | 106,695 | 78,669
Second birth. 246,740 1,981 2,505 | 10,232 | 44,097 | 96,767 | 91,158
Third birth 139,622 1,308 1,390 5,596 | 23,095 | 51,733 | 56,500
Fourth birth 70,222 665 728 2,871 10,792 24,907 30,258
Fifth birth and over 104,892 1,017 1,170 4,054 14,013 33,114 51,524
White 702,966 5,938 7,199 29,322 | 122,663 | 271,274 | 266,570
First birth 229,729 1,977 2,593 | 11,109 | 46,961 | 95,615 | 71,474
Second birth 220,772 1,656 2,081 8,624 38,253 86,952 83,199
Third birthe--- 120,526 1,088 1,141 4,580 | 19,242 | 24,753 | 49,722
Fourth birth 57,615 503 590 2,291 8,594 20,424 25,213
Fifth birth and over 74,324 714 794 2,718 9,613 23,523 36,962
Nonwhite 117,652 1,433 1,747 6,903 | 24,088 | 41,942 | 43,539
First birth 28,413 423 559 2,363 7,795 | 11,080 7,195
_Second. birth 25,968 325 424 1,608 5,844 9,808.| 7,959
Third birth 19,036 220 249 1,016 3,853 6,980 6,778
Fourth birth 12,607 162 139 580 2,198 4,483 5,045,
Fifth birth and over 30,568 303 376 1,336 4,400 9,591 14,5_62
GESTATIONS UNDER 28 WEEKS
Total- 4,342 3,870 321 80 70 938 102
First blrth. 1,355 1,145 102 29 24 30 25
Second birth 1,142 973 74 20 22 23 30
Third birth 768 663 51 12 5 a8 19
Fourtn birth. 389 334 26 7 8 10 4
Fifth birth and over 688 555 68 i2 11 is8 24
White 3,515 3,027 236 60 53 80 59
First birth 1,130 973 76 23 16 26 16
Second birth 957 81e 60 17 19 22 20
Third birth 643 563 42 9 S 13 11
Fourth birth 300 266 a8 2 7 S 2
Fifth birth and over 485 4086 40 9 6 14 10
Nonwhite 827 643 85 20 17 18 43
First birth 225 172 26 6 8 4 g
Second birth 185 154 14 3 3 1 10
Third birth 125 100 g 3 - 5 8
Fourth birth 89 68 8 S5 1 S 2,
Fifth birth and over 203 149 28 3 5 4 14
GESTATIONS OF 28-31 WEEKS

Total 6,697 2,277 2,184 1,327 390 268 251
FPirst birth. 2,262 151 759 . 450 153 93 .56
Second birth 1,816 639 572 375 95 76 59
Third birth 1,064 405 326 197 50 38 48
. Fourth birth 603 215 187 12 3L 18 39
Fifth birth and over 952 267 340 193 61l 42 49
White 5,277 1,786 1,716 1,037 313 218 207
First birth 1,833 597 800 313 134 80 49
Second birth 1,461 522 459 295 12 65 48
Third birth 853 335 252 156 37 31 42
Fourth birth 476 155 160 88 26 17 30
Fifth birth and over 654 177 245 125 44 25 38
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TABIE 5, SINGLE LIVE BIRTHS BY BIRTH WEIGHT, FPERIOD OF GESTATION, TOTAL-BIRTH ORIER, and COLOR: UNITED STATES, JANUARY 1
TO MARCH 31, 1950—Continued

‘(See headnote on p. 57)

PERIOD OF GESTATION, TOTAL-BIRTH ORDER,

Total

BIRTH WEIGHT (in grams)

AND COLOR l’ggo 1,50.- | 2,001- | 2,501- | 3,001- s’igl
. 2,900 | z,500 | 3,000 | 3,500
ess more
GESTATTONS (F 28-31 WEEKS—Continued
Nouwhite 1,420 491 468 290 77 50 a“
First birth 429 154 159 77 19 13 7
Second birth 355 117 113 80 23 1 1
Third birth 211 70 74 ey 13 7 6
Fourth birth 127 60 27 24 5 2 9
Fifth birth end over 298 90 95 68 17 17 1
(ESTATIONS OF 32~35 WEEKS
Total 15,206 g10| s,118| 5,013| 3,220 1,939 1,008
First birth 5,286 sea| 1,085 1,811 | 1,114 672 276
Second birth | 4las2 248 97| 1,514 922 538 273
Third birth - 246 150 475 819 504 523 165
Fourth birth 1,283 75 241 2434 250 180 103
Fifth birth end over | 1,719 109 348 535 330 226 17
White 12,929 748| 2,621| 4,300 | 2,723 1,646 851
FLTEE BATER < om e mm e e m o e e 4,567 268 934 | 1,562 973 592 238
Second birth 5,916 218 ges | 1,324 854 466 249
Third birth 2,102 121 415 695 420 276 155
Fourth birth 1,057 80 196 358 217 145 81
Fifth birth and over 1,287 81 251 so1 | 259 167 128
Nomvhite —— - —— | 2,277 162 495 773 397 293 157
First birth 719 60 151 249 141 8o 38
Second blrth 546 30 1e2 190 s 72 24
TRATA BAT th o mm e m e e emm - 354 29 60 124 64 47 30
Fourth birth-—-- - 226 15 45 76 33 35 22
Fifth birth and over - 432 28 97 134 71 59 prs
GESTATIONS OF 36 WEEKS

Totel 68,658 150| 1,184| 6,015 | 12,676 | 23,151 25,502

FLTEt BATHR- e oo e 18,616 51 a29| 2,155 4,378 7,088 5,557
50000 DLIER - ~mmmm o em e emmm —| 1sz02 34 sIL| 1,689 5,469| 6,417| 6,282
Third birth — — 11,585 53 191 949 | 2,065| ,764| 4,583
Fourth birth 6,841 7 96 506 | 1,000| 2,205 2,939
FLFED DLrth 808 OVET——mn —momm e oo o mm oo 12,412 25 137 716 | 1.674| 3.899 | 6,16l
MR e m s i e e 54,056 108 925 | 4,788 | 10,153| 18,595 19,491
First birth 16,306 57 sa7| 1,757 s,649{ 5,929| 4,587
Second bLrth—-oomm—oom- — —| 15292 25 261| L.zr9| =2,908| 5.500| 5,219
Tird birth 9,316 21 149 776 | 1,867 | 5,059 | 5,644
FOUTTR. BATER o o m e mm e mm e e m e e 5,120 P 79 404 836 | L,674| 2,123
Fifth birth and over 8,022 21 a7 472 | 1,093| 2,431| 3,918
Nomhite-—- 14,502 2 241| 1,227| 2,523| 4,588 6,011
First birth-- e 3,510 14 82 396 729 | 1,139 950
Second birth—--—-- — 2,910 9 50 510 561 917| 1,083
TRITA BLIE e oo oo m e o o e 2,269 12 12 173 98 705 938
Fourth birth----—- - 1= 3 17 102 254 529 816
Pifth birth and over — 4,392 L 50 246 ser| 1,2e8| 2,243

GESTATIONS OF 37 WEEKS AND OVER

Total-- 725,715 s64 | 2,161| 23,690 | 130,495 | 287,750 | 281,246

Pirst birth e e 230,623 125 777 9,029 | 49,085 | 98,832 | 72,775
Second birth--—- - | 221,118 a1 ss1| 6,634 | =9,589| 89,713 | 84,512
Third birth 123,749 57 347 | 3619 | 20,471 47,590 | 51,865
Pourth birthe-o- - 61,108 34 179 | 1lslz| 9,413 | 2z,495| 27,173
Fifth birth and over 89,119 81 277 2,596 | 11,9571 29,129 | 45,119
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UNITED STATES, JANUARY 1

PERICD OF GESTATION, TOTAL-BIRTH ORDER,

BIRTH WEIGHT (in.grams)

Total

AND COLOR 1,§go 1,501~ | 2,001- | 2,501- | 3,001- S’igl

& | z;000 | 25500 | 3000 | 3,500 or

GESTATIONS OF 37 WEEKS AND OVER—Contimued

Waite-- 627,189 260 | 1,703{ 19,007 | 109,421 | 250,737 | 245,962
First birth 205,893 102 636 | 7,594 | 42,189 | es,088| e6,58¢
Second birth 199,146 72 476 | 5,609 | 354,420 | 80,908 | 77,663
Third birth 107,612 48 285 | 2,044 | 17,095 | 41,574 45,870
Fourth birth 50,662 18 157| 1,838 7,508 18,583 | 22,977
Fifth birth end over— -1 63,876 29 m | L,mi| s211| 20,886 | 32,868
Tonwhite 98,526 95 458 | 4,595 | 21,074| 37,022 | 35,284
First birth 24,730 23 | 1,655| 6,88| o,eea| 6,100
Second birth 21,972 15 105| 1,025| 5,169| 8,807 | 6,851
Third birth 16,137 9 64 675 | 3,578 6,216 | 5,795
Fourth birth 10,444 16 42 373 | 1,905 | 3,912 | 4,19
Pifth birth end over 25,243 32 106 885 | 3,726 | 8,243 | 12,251

TABIE 6. FERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF SINGIE LIVE BIRTHS BEY EIRTE WEIGHT, BY PERIOD OF GESTATION, TOTAL-BIRTE ORDER, AND
COLOR: UNITED STATES, JANUARY 1 TO MARCH 31, 1850

(Total-birth order yefers to mmber of children ever born to mother, including fetal deaths.
period of gestation, and birth order not stated are distributed.

percent or median not computed where base is less than 100)

Excludes data for Massachusetts.

Figures for birth weight,

Two dots (..) indicate

BIRTH WEIGHT (in grams)

Median
FERIOD OF GESTATION, TOTAL~ velght | o000
BIRTH ORDER, AND COLOR gi:;s)l 1,igo 1,501~ | 2,001- 2,220 2,50L- 3,00L- 5,221
less 2,000 2,500 less 3,000 3,500 more
ALL GESTATION GROUPS ’

Toteal. 3,330 100.0 0.9 1.1 4.4 6.4 17.9 38.2 37.5

First birth 3,260 100.0 0.9 1.2 5.2 7.3 21.1 4.2 30.4
Second birth 3,330 100.0 0.8 1.0 2.1 8.0 17.9 39.2 36.9
Third birth 3,370 100.,0 0.9 1.0 4.0 5.9 16.5 37.1 40.5
Fourth birth. 3,400 100.0 0.9 1.0 4.1 . 6.1 15.4 35.5 43.1
Fifth birth and over--~-w—-eea- 3,490 100.0 1.0 1.1 3.9 5.9 13.4 31.6 49.1
White-- 3,340 100.0 0.8 1.0 4.2 6.0 17.4 38.6 37.9
First birth--cemmmmmommmcmcmeun 3,270 100.0 0.9 1.1 4.8 6.8 20.4 41.6 31.1
Second birth 3,340 100.0 0.8 0.9 3.9 5.6 17.3 39.4 37.7
Third birth 3,380 100.0 0.9 0.9 3.8 5.6 16.0 37.1 41.3
Fourth birth 3,410 100.0 0.9 1.0 4.0 5.9 14.9 35.4 43.8
Fifth birth and OVer--—--mecme-- 3,500 100.0 1.0 1.1 3.7 5.7 12.9 31.8 49.7
Nonwhite 3,290 100.0 1.2 1.5 5.9 8.8 20.5 35.8 35.3
First birth- 3,160 100.0 1.4 1.9 8.0 11.4 26.5 37.7 24.5
Second birth. 3,240 100.0 1.3 1.6 6.2 9.1 22.5 37.8 30.6
Third birth 3,300 100.0 1.2 1.3 5.3 7.8 20.2 36.6 35.5
Fourth birth---weemeccameome—on 3,360 100.0 1.3 1.1 4.6 7.0 17.4 35.8 40.0
Fifth birth and over---e-wwam——- 3,460 100.0 1.0 1.2 4.4 6.6 14.4 3L.4 47.6

J'Com;purl:ed to nearest 10 grems on basis of exact conversion of intervel

limits from pounds and ounces; see text.
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TABIE 6. PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF SINGLE LIVE BIRTHS BY BIRTH WEIGHT, BY FPERIOD OF GESTATION, TOTAL-BIRTH ORDER, AND
COLOR: UNITED STATES, JANUARY 1 TO MARCH 31, 1950-—Continued

(See headnote on p. 59)

Median ' BIRTE WEIGHT (in grams)
PERICD OF GESTATION, TOTAL- velght | oo
BIRTE ORDER, AND COLOR g:f‘i:s)l 1,520 1,501- 2,001~ z,ggo 2,501~ | 3,00L- 3,:5’21
1e8s 2,000 2,500 loas 3,000 3,500 move
GESTATIONS UNDER 28 WEEKSZ
TOLAL o e m o e m e e m e 890 100.0 84.5 7.4 1.8 93.8 1.6 2.3 2.3
First birth - 890 200.0 84.5 7.5 2.1 94.2 1.8 2.2 1.8
Second birth 900 100.0 85.2 6.5 1.8 93.4 1.9 2.0 2.6
Third birth 820 100.0 86.3 6.6 1.6 94.5 0.7 2.3 2.5
Fourth birthe-=eecmecemmccacoan- 880 100.0 85.9 6.7 1.8 94.3 2.1 2.6 1.0
Fifth birth and over--e—-e-me—-m= 990 100.0 80.7 9.9 1.7 92.3 1.6 2.6 3.5
White- 870 100.0 86.1 6.7 1.7 94.5 1.5 2.3 1.7
First blrthe-cemcemoaccmmcmcman-. 860 100.0 86.1 6.7 2.0 94.9 1.4 2.3 1.4
Second birth 890 100.0 85.6 6.3 1.8 93.6 2.0 2.3 2.1
810 100.0 87.6 6.5 1.4 95.5 0.8 2.0 1.7
860 100.0 as8.7 6.0 0.7 95.3 2.3 1.7 0.7
960 100.0 83.7 8.2 1.9 93.8 1.2 2.9 2.1
990 100.0 77.8 10.3 2.4 90.4 2.1 2.3 5.2
1,050 100.0 76.4 11.6 2.7 90.7 5.6 1.8 4.0
960 100.0 83.2 7.6 1.6 82.4 1.6 0.5 5.4
900 100.0 80.0 7.2 2.4 89.6 0 4.0 6.4
1,050 100.0 73.4 13.8 1.5 88.7 2.5 2.0 6.9
1,740 100.0 34.0 32.6 19.8 86.4 5.8 4.0 3.7
1,740 100.0 33.2 33.6 19.9 86.6 6.8 4.1 2.5
1,730 100.0 35.2 31.5 20.6 87.3 5.2 4.2 3.2
Third birth 1,690 100.0 38.1 30.6 18.5 87.2 4.7 3.6 4.5
Fourth birth 1,720 100.0 35.7 31.0 18.6 85.2 5.1 3.2 8.5
Fifth birth end over--—-——cwm-e= 1,800 100.0 28.0 35,7 20.3 84.0 6.4 4.4 5.1
White-- 1,740 100.0 33.8 32.5 19.7 86.0 5.9 4.1 3.9
First birth 1,760 100.0 32.6 32.7 20.3 85.7 7.3 4.4 2.7
Second birth 1,720 100.0 35.7 3l.4 20.2 87.3 4.9 4.4 3.3
Third birth 1,670 100.0 39.3 29.5 18.3 87.1 4.3 3.8 4.9
Fourth birth : 1,750 100.0 32.6 33.6 18.5 84.7 5.5 3.6 6.3
Fifth birth and over---eeme-ee-- 1,800 100.0 27.1 37.5 19.1 83.6 8.7 3.8 5.8
Nonwhite 1,730 100.0 34.6 33.0 20.4 88.0 5.4 3.5 3,1
First birth 1,680 100.0 35,9 37.1 17.9 90.9 4.4 3.0 1.6
Second. birth 1,760 100.0 33.0 31.8 22.5 87.3 6.5 3.1 3.1
Third birth 1,730 100.0 33.2 35.1 19.4 87.7 6.2 3.3 2.8
Fourth birth 1,550 100.0 47.2 21.3 18.9 87.4 3.9 1.6 7.1
Fifth birth and over--c--maeemmee- 1,810 100.0 30.2 31.9 22.8 84.9 5.7 5.7 3.7
GESTATIONS OF 32-35 WEEKS
L 2,360 100.0 6.0 20.5 33.6 60.1 |  20.5 12,8 6.6
First birth 2,350 100.0 6.2 20.5 34,3 61..0 21.1 12.7 5.2
Second birth 2,340 100.0 5.6 21.7 33.9 61.2 20.7 12.1 6.1
Third birth 2,370 100.0 6.1 19.3 33.3 58.8 20,5 13.2 7.5
Fourth birth ——— 2,380 100,0 5.8 18.8 33,8 58.5 19.5 14.0 8.0
Fifth birth and over-~emm-m- — 2,380 100.0 6.3 20.2 3.1 57.7 19.2 13.1 9.9
White 2,360 100.0 5.8 20.3 33.8 59.6 21.1 12.7 8.6
First birth 2,350 100.0 5.9 20.5 34.2 80.5 21.3 13,0 5.2
2,350 100.0 5.6 21.1 53.8 60.4 21.3 11.9 6.4
2,380 100.0 5.8 19.7 33.1 58.6 20.9 13.1 7.4
2,390 100.0 5.7 18.5 33.9 58.1 20.5 13.7 7.7
Fifth birth end overw-emememw- - 2,400 100.0 6.3 19.5 31.2 57.0 20.1 13.0 9.9

lCOmputed to nearest 10 grams on basls of exact conversion of interval limits from pounds and ounces; see text.
2In computing the medisn birth weights for this group, date were also avellable for weight group 1,000 grems or less.
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TABIE 6. FPERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF SINGLE LIVE BIRTHS BY BIRTE WEIGHT, BY FERICD OF GESTATION, TOTAL-BIRTH ORDER, AND
COLOR: UNITED STATES, JANUARY 1 TO MARCH 31, 1950—Continued

(See headnote on p. 59)

Median BIRTE WEIGET (in grams)
PERICD OF GESTATION, TOTAL- welght | moreon
BIRTE ORDER, AND COLOR (im 1,500 1,500 2.00L 2,500 250 | 3.00L 3,501
) - 3 - > - t -
gremns) or 2,000 2,500 ox 5,000 3,500 or
less less more
GESTATIONS OF 32-35 WEEKS~-Con.

Nonvhite 2,320 100.0 7.1 21.7 33.9 62.8 17.4 12.9 6.9
First birth 2,300 100.0 8.3 21.0 34.6 64.0 19.6 1.1 5.3
Second birth. 2,270 100.0 5.5 26.0 34.8 66.3 - 16.1 13.2 4.4
Third birth---cece-c—cumes —————— 2,360 100.0 8.2 18,9 35.0 60.2 18.1 13.3 8.5
Fourth birth 2,350 100.0 6.6 19.9 33.6 60.2 14.6 15.5 2.7
Fifth birth and oversmeee—mamame 2,350 100.0 6.5 22.5 31.0 60.0 16.4 13,7 10.0

GESTATIONS OF 35 WEEKS
Total 3,310 100.0 0.2 1.7 a.8 10.7 18.5 33.7 37.1
First birth 3,190 100.0 0.3 2.2 11.0 13.4 22.3 36.0 28.2
Secord birth 3,280 00,0 0.2 1.7 9.3 11.2 18.1 35.3 34.5
Third birtherecwcnncsnuunnncnana 3,340 100,0 0.3 1.6 8.2 10.1 17.8 32.5 39.6
Fourth birtheweecee. - v e e s 3,390 100.0 0.1 l.4 T4 B.9 15.9 32.2 43,0
Fifth birth and overee=susmcuees 3,490 100.0 0.2 1.1 5.8 7.4 13.5 28.8 49.8

White 3,290 100.0 ' 0.2 1,7 8.9 10.8 18.8 34.4 36.L
First birth . 3,180 100.0 0.2 2.1 10.8 13.1 22.4 36.4 28.1
Becond birth 3,280 100,0 0.2 1.7 9.0 10.9 19.0 6.0 34,1
JThird birth 3,330 100.0 0.2 1.6 8.3 10.2 17.9 32.8 39.1
Fourth birth 3,370 100.0 0.1 2.5 7.8 9.5 16.3 32.7 41.5
Fifth birth and overecemmmuwame= 3,480 100.0 0.3 1.2 5.8 7.2 13.6 30.3 48.8

Nonwhite 3,360 100.0 0.3 1.7 8.4 - 10.3 17.3 3l.2 41.2
Firat birth. 3,180 100.0 0.4 2.5 l2.0 4.9 22.0 34.4 28.7
Second Dirtheemruaencncavoneeune 3,280 100.,0 0.3 1.7 10.7 12,7 19.3 3.5 36.5
Third blrtheememcanmnccecan manee 3,360 100.0 0.5 1.9 7.6 20.0 17.5 31.1 4l.4
Fourth birth 3,460 100,0 0.2 1.0 5.8 7.1 14.8 30.7 47.4
Fifth birth and overeweeccuccaana 3,500+ 100,0 0.1 L.l 5.6 6.8 13.2 28.9 S1.1

GESTATIONS OF 37 WEEKS AND OVER
Total 34360 2100.0 0.1 0e3 3.3 3.6 18.0 39.7 38.8
First birth 3,280 100.0 0.1 0.3 3.9 4,3 2.3 42.9 3L.6
Second birth 3,350 100.0 0.0 0.3 3.0 3.3 17.9 40.6 38.2
'Third birth 3,390 100,0 0.0 0.3 2.9 3.3 16.5 38.5 41,7
Fourth birth 3,420 200.0 0.1 0.3 3.0 3.3 15.4 36.8 44.5
Fifth birth and overeeeeuweuauan 3,500+ 100.0 0.1 0.3 2.9 3.3 13.4 32.7 50.6

White 3,360 100.0 0.0 0.3 3.0 3.4 17.4 40,0 39.2
Pirast birth. 3,290 100.0 0.0 0.3 3.8 3.9 20.5 43.2 32.3
Second birth 3,360 200.0 0.0 0.2 2.8 3.1 17.3 40.8 39.0
Third birthemesececcewenecanenmaan 3,400 100.0 0.0 0.3 2.7 3.0 15.8 38.4 42,6
Fourth birth 3,440 100.0 0.0 0.3 2.8 3.1 14.8 36,7 45.4
Fifth birth and over-eemmwe=- —— 3,500+ 100.0 0.0 0.3 2,7 3.0 12,8 32.7 S§1.5

Nonwhite 3,310 100.0 0.1 0.5 4,7 5.2 21.4 37.6 35.8
First birth 3;180 100.0 0.1 0.6 6.6 7.3 27.9 39.8 25.0
Second birth 3,260 100.0 0.1 0.5 4.7 5.2 23.5 40,1 3l.2
Third birth 3,310 100,0 0.1 0.4 4.2 4.6 20.9 8.5 35.9
Fourth birth 3,370 100.0 0.2 0.4 3.6 4.1 18.2 37.5 40.2
Fifth birth and overew-weuweecane 3,480 100,0 0.1 0.4 3.5 4.1 14.8 32.7 48.5

J'Compu‘ceﬁ. +to nearest 10 grams on basis of exact conversion of interval limits £rom pounds and ounces; see text.
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TABLE 7. SINGLE LIVE BIRTHS BY BIRTH WEIGHT, PERICD OF GESTATION, AGE OF MOTHER, AND COLOR: UNITED STATES, JANUARY 1 TO
MARCH 31, 1950

(Figures for birth welght, periodof gestation, and age of mother not stated are distributed. Excludes date for Massachusetts)

PERIOD OF GESTATION, AGE OF MOTHER,

Total

BIRTH WEIGHT (in grams)

AND COLGR B0 as01- | g00i- | 250 | gs00. | 3000 | 501
loes 2,000 2,500 less 3,000 3,500 more
ALL GESTATION GROUPS

Total- 820,618 7,371 8,946 36,225 52,542 | 146,751 | 313,216 | 308,109

Under 15 years 1,311 36 31 122 183 338 481 303
15.19 years- 100,750 1,127 1,526 5,700 8,353 | 20,839 | 39,884 | 31,674
20-24 years- 261,884 2,293 2,779 | 11,829 | 16,901} 49,924 | 103,581 | 91,478
25-29 year -| 233,957 1,864 2,179 9,284 | 13,327 | 40,363| 90,085 | 90,182
30-34 years 136,103 1,228 1,407 5,554 8,189 | 22,095 | 49,898 { 55,923
35230 JRAYS—wmmmmmmm e m——————————— ——— 67,642 643 780 2,914 4,337 10,435 23,160 29,710
40-44 years-- 17,776 172 231 773 1,176 2,587 5,742 8,271
45 years and over-- - 1,195 8 13 49 70 172 385 568
R — 702,966 5,938 7,199 | 29,322 | 42,459 | 122,663 | 271,274 | 266,570
Under 15 years- 430 15 11 37 63 98 152 117
15-19 years------ 75,591 771 1,007 3,761 5,539 | 14,715 | 30,643 | 24,694
20-24 years-- 223,407 1,805 2,217 9,556 | 13,578 | 41,475| 89,495 | 78,859
25-29 years 207,085 1,567 1,866 7,952 | 11,385 35,317 | 80,439 | 79,944
30-34 years e | 120,943 1,070 1,223 4,817 7,110 | 19,565 | 44,708 | 49,560
35.39 years 59,046 555 674 2,494 3,723 9,087 | 20,460 | 25,776
40-44 years-—--e-- 15,504 148, 190 668 1,007 2,260 5,065 7,172
45 years and over 960 6 11 37 54 146 312 448
Nonwhite 117,652 1,433 1,747 6,903 | 10,083) 24,088 | 41,942 | 41,539
Under 15 years 881 21 20 85 126 240 329 186
15-19 years---- -l 25,159 356 519 1,939 2,814 6,124 9,241 6,980
20-24 years 38,477 488 562 2,273 3,323 8,449 | 14,086 | 12,619
25.29 years-- 26,872 297 313 1,332 1,942 5,046 9,646 | 10,238
30-34 years 15,160 158 184 757 1,079 2,528 5,190 6,363
35-39 year - 8,596 88 106 420 614 1,348 2,700 3,934
40-44 years- 2,272 23 41 105 169 327 677 1,009
45 years and over-- - 235 2 2 1z 16 26 73 120

GESTATIONS UNDER 28 WEEKS

Total 4,342 3,670 321 80 4,071 70 99 102

Under 15 years- 15 1 3 - 14 - 1 -
15-19 years-- 877 537 88 22 647 9 9 12
2024 years-- 1,343 1,140 87 24 1,251 26 32 34
25-29 years-e-e= ———— 1,103 923 68 19 1,010 24 33 36
30-34 years- 714 634 44 8 686 8 11 9
35-39 yeArSmmrmcmcmm e ———————————— 393 340 25 7 372 2 11 8
40.44 year 88 81 3 - 84 1 2 1
45 years and over 9 4 3 - 7 - - 2
White 3,815 3,027 236 60 3,323 53 80 5
Under 15 years 7 7 - - 7 - - -
15.19 years - 482 320 57 is 462 7 7 6
20-24 years-- 1,071 919 68 21 1,008 19 28 18
25-29 years-- 212 777 S6 14 847 19 25 21
30-34 yeer 619 560 33 3 596 6 11 6
35-39 years- 336 297 17 7 321 1 9 S
40-44 years- 79 73 2 - 75 1 2 1
45 years and over-- 9 4 3 - 7 - - 2
Nonwhite- 827 643 85 20 748 7 19 43
Under 15 years- 8 4 3 - 7 - 1 -
15-19 years--- 195 147 3l 7 185 2 2 6
20-24 years-- 272 221 19 3 243 7 <] 16
25-29 yeaxs 181 146 12 S 163 S 8 15
30-34 years 95 74 11 5 90 2 - 3
35-39 years- _— 57 43 8 - 51 1 2 3
40-44 years 9 8 1 - 9 - - -

45 years and over.-

N
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TARIE 7. SINGLE LIVE BIRTES BY BIRTH WEIGHT, FERIOD OF GESTATION, AGE OF MOTHER, AND COIOR: UNITED STATES, JANUARY 1 TO

(Figures for birth weight, periodof gestation, and age of mother not stated are distributed.

MARCH 31, 1950~Continued

Excludes data for Massachusetts)

BIRTH WEIGHT (in grams)
PERIOD OF GESTATION, AGE COF MOTHER, Total
ARD COLOR 1590 | asa | ozo0- | 2% | 2 sm | 5,000 5,50
less 2,000 2,500 less 3,000 3,500 more
GESTATIONS OF 28-31 WEEKS
Total. 6,697 2,277 2,184 1,327 5,788 390 268 251
Under 15 year 35 17 12 3 32 1 2 -
15-19 year 1,243 382 429 270 1,081 87 50 25
20-24 year 2,133 713 683 431 1,827 134 91 81
25.29 year 1,536 563 475 295 1,333 69 61 73
3034 yeaxr 1,032 373 339 177 ase 58 42 43
3539 year 537 178 183 105 466 29 21 21
40-44 years 175 50 60 46 156 10 1 8
45 years and over 6 1 3 - 4 2 - -
White 5,277 1,786 1,716 1,037 4,539 313 218 207
Undex 1S years 16 6 B 2 14 - 2 -
15-19 years 835 246 277 188 711 64 41 19
20~24 year 1,641 544 532 327 1,403 107 yaR 80
25-29 year 1,274 469 393 243 1,105 54 49 66
30~34 year 800 329 299 148 778 s2 35 37
35.39 years-- 464 150 157 93 400 25 20 19
4044 year 142 42 49 38 127 9 - 6
45 years and over: 5 - 3 - 3 2 - -
Nonwhite 1,420 491 468 290 1,249 77 50 44
Under 1S years 19 1 6 1 18 1 - -
15-19 .years 408 {] 136 152 82 370 23 9 6
2024 year 492 169 151 | 104 424 27 20 21,
25+29 years = 262 94 82 52 228 15 12 7
30.34 year 132 44 40 29 113 [} 7. [
35-38 year 13 28 26 12 66 4 L 2
4044 year 33 8 B 10 29 1 1 2
45 years and over. 1 1 - - 1 - - -
GESTATIONS OF 32-35 WEEKS

Total 15,206 910 3,116 5,113 9,139 3,120 1,939 1,008
Undexr 15 years 45 6 8 18 32 8 3 2
15-19 year: 2,460 135 498 838 1,471 545 308 136
2024 years 4,844 268 974 1,656 2,898 1,005 648 283
25-29 year 3,835 255 779 1,252 2,286 782 504 283
30-34 years 2,432 150 507 799 1,456 480 301 195
3539 years~- 1,239 70 287 432 789 231 128 91
4044 years 33L 25 60 113 198 63 44 26
45 years and over 20 1 3 S5 9 [ 3 2
White 12,929 748 2,621 4,340 7,709 2,723 1,646 851
Under 15 years-- 17 1 2 10 13 2 1 1
15.19 year 1,865 97 356 628 1,081 427 250 107
20.-24 year 4,078 217 817 1,382 2,426 871 53¢ 247
25-29 yeer 3,366 218 684 1,108 2,010 703 429 224
30-34 year 2,191 132 451 720 1,303 449 274 165
35.39 year 1,102 62 254 379 695 212 114 81,
40~44 year 292 20 55 928 173 54 41 24
45 years and over-- 18 1 2 S 8 5 3 2
Nonwhite 2,277 | 162 495 773 1,430 397 293 157
Under 15 year 28 5 4] 8 19 8 2 1
15-19 year 595 38 142 210 390 118 58 29
20-24 yeer 766 51 157 264 472 134 114 48
25.29 years 469 37 95 144 276 79 75 39
30-34 years 241 18 56 79 153 3L 27 30
3539 yeer 137 8 33 53 94 18 14 10
40-44 yeers 39 5 S a5 25 9 3 2
45 years and over 2 - 1 - 1 1 - -
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TABLE 7. SINGLE LIVE BIRTHS BY BIRTH WEIGHT, PERIOD OF GESTATION, AGE OF MOTHER, AND COLOR: UNITED STATES,
MARCH 31, 1950—Continued

JANUARY 1 TO

(Figures for birth weight, period of gestation, and age of mother not stated are distributed. Excludes datae for Massachusetts)

PERICD OF GESTATION, AGE OF MOTHER,

Total

BIRTH WEIGHT (in grems)

AND COLOR 1500 1y sml |ozoo- | 25 | gm0 | B,000- 3;‘:Ol
lees 2,000 2,500 loes 3,000 3,500 e
GESTATIONS OF 36 WEEKS

Totel. 68,658 150 1,164 6,015 7,329 | 12,676 | 23,151| 25,502
Under 15 year 164 - 3 23 26 53 50 35
15-19 years 10,273 18 197 982 1,197 2,192 3,630 3,254
20-24 years-- 22,077 55 355 1,954 2,364 4,256 7,757 7,700
25-29 years 17,874 37 292 1,483 1,812 3,192 5,998 6,872
30-34 years 10,636 20 188 928 1,136 1,805 3,440 4,255
35-39 years-- 5,812 15 103 510 628 896 1,746 2,542
40-44 years- 1,699 4 26 128 156 262 490 791
45 years and over-- 123 1 - g 10 20 40 53
Vhite 54,056 108 923 4,788 5,818 | 10,155 | 18,593 19,491
Under 15 yeers SL - 2 s 7 18 i2 14
15-19 years —— 7,147 7 131 635 713 1,521 2,624 2,229
20-24 yeers--- 17,341 34 279 1,550 1,863 3,385 6,267 5,826
25-29 years 14,626 34 246 1,254 1,534 2,717 4,990 5,385
30-34 years 8,744 14 160 813 987 1,522 2,833 3,402
35-39 years 4,677 15 83 421 519 754 1,441 1,963
40-44 years 1,374 3 22 105 130 217 385 832
T 45 years end OVErw=wmememcwmcommmommm————— 96 1 - 5 [} 19 3L 40
Nonwhite-- 14,602 42 241 1,227 1,510 2,523 4,558 6,011
Under 15 years- 113 - 1 18 19 35 38 21
15-19 yeers 3,126 1l 66 347 424 671 1,008 1,028
20-24 years--~ 4,736 21 76 404 501 871 1,480 1,874
25-29 years 3,248 3 48 229 278 475 1,008 1,487
3034 years ———— 1,892 6 28 115 149 283 807 853
3539 years-- ———— 1,135 - 20 89 109 142 305 5§79
40-44 years 325 1 4 21 26 45 95 159
45 years and over 27 - - 4 4 1 g 13

GESTATIONS OF 37 WEEKS AND OVER
Total--- 725,715 364 2,161 23,6890 26,215 130,495 | 287,759 | 281,246
Under 15 years- 1,052 2 S 78 85 276 425 266
15-19 years--- 86,007 S5 314 3,588 3,987 18,008 35,887 28,247
20-24 years 231,487 117 680 7,764 8,561 44,503 95,053 83,370
2529 years 208,609 86 565 6,235 6,886 36,296 83,489 82,938
30-34 years 121,289 51 329 3,842 4,022 19,742 | 46,104 51,421
35-39 years 59,661 40 162 1,860 2,082 9,277 | 21,254| 27,048
40-44 yeer 15,483 12 82 488 582 2,251 5,205 7,445
45 years and OVEre-emmcmeccrecscmecesc——— 1,037 1 4 35 40 144 342 S11
Waite 627,189 269 1,703 | 19,097 | 21,069| 109,421 | 250,737 | 245,962
Under 15 years- 339 1 1 20 22 78 137 102
15-19 years 65,262 31 186 2,295 2,512 | 12,696 | 27,721| 22,333
20-24 years-- 199,276 91 521 6,266 6,878 | 37,095 | 862,597 72,708
25-29 years--- 186,907 69 487 5,333 5,889 31,82¢ 74,948 74,248
3034 years 108,489 35 280 3,133 3,448 17,536 41,555 45,950
35.39 yearswem~- 52,467 31 163 1,59 1,788 8,095 18,876 23,708
40-44 years 13,617 11 62 429 502 1,979 4,627 6,509
45 years and over 832 - 3 27 30 120 278 404
Nonwhite----- 98,526 95 458 4,593 5,146 | 21,074 | 37,022| 35,284
Under 15 years- 713 1 4 58 63 198 . 288 164
15-19 years 20,835 24 128 1,293 1,445 5,310 8,166 5,914
20-24 yearg-- 32,211 26 158 1,498 1,683 7,410 12,456 10,662
25-29 years- 22,702 17 78 902 997 4,472 8,543 8,690
30-34 years 12,800 16 49 509 574 2,206 4,549 5,471
35-39 years 7,194 ] 19 266 | 294 1,182 2,378 3,340
40-44 years 1,866 1 20 59 80 272 578 936
45 years and over-- 205 1 1 8 10 24 64 107
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TABLE 8.

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF SINGLE LIVE BIRTHS BY BIRTH WEIGHT,

WEIGHT AT BIRTH BY AGE OF MOTHER

UNITED STATES, JANUARY 1 TO MARCH 31, 1950

(Figures for birth welght, period of gestation, and age of mother not stated are distributed.
der 15 years and 45 years and over are not shown separately,

but are included in totals for groups.
Massachusetts. Two dots {..)-indicate percent or median not computed where base is less than 100)

65,

BY PERIOD OF GESTATICN, AGE OF MOTHER, AND COLOR:

Figures for age of mother un-

Excludes data for

BIRTH WEIGHT (in grams)

: Median
PERIOD OF GESTATION, AGE OF MOTEER, AND |(weight | . ... -
COLOR : @éi?)l 1(,;00 1,501- | 2,001- z;ioo 2,501- | 3,001- 3;501
Jess g,ooo 2,500 | o0 3,000 | 3,500 | 7
ALL GESTATION GROUPS
Total 3,330 100.0 0.9 1.1 4.4 6.4 17.9 38.2 37.5
15-19 years 5,260 | 100.0 1.1 1.5 5.7 8.3 20.7 39.6 3L.4
20-24 years 3,310 | 100.0 0.9 1.1 4.5 6.5, 19.1 39.6 34.9
25-29 years 3,350 | 100.0 0.8 0.9 40| 5.7 17.3 38.5 38.5
30-34 years 3,380 | 100,0 0.9 1.0 4.1 6.0 16.2 36.7 41,1
35-39 year: 3,410} 100.0 1.0 1.2 4,3 6.4 15.4 34,2 43.9
4044 year: 3,450 | 100.0 1.0 1.3 4.3 6.6 14.6 32.3 46.5
White-- 3,340 100.0 0.8 1.0 4.2 6.0 17.4 38.6 37.9
15-19 years 3,280 | 100.0 1.0 1.3 5.0 7.3 19.5 20,5 32.7
20-24 years 3,510 | 100.0 0.8 1.0 4.3 6.1 18.6 40.1 35.3
25-29 year 3,350 | 100.0 0.8 0.9 3.8 5.5 17.1 38.8 38.6
30-34 years- 3,380 | 100,0 0.9 1.0 4.0 5.9 16.2 37.0 41,0
35-39 year: 5,410 | 100.0 0.9 1.1 4.2 6.3 15.4 34,7 43,7
40-44 year 3,440 | 100.0 1.0 1.2 4.3 6.5 14.6 32,7 46.3
Nonwhit 3,200 | 100.0 1.2 1.5 5.9 8.6 20.5 35.6 35.3
15-19 year 3,190 | 100.0 1.4 2.1 7.77 1.2 24.3 36.7 27.7
20-24 years 3,260 | 100.0 1.3 1.5 5.9 8.6 22,0 36.6 32.8
25-29 year: 3,350 | 100.0 1.1 1.2 5.0 7.2 18.8 35.9 38.1
30-34 year: 3,380 | 100.0 1.0 1.2 4.9 7.1 16.7 34,2 42.0
35-39 years 3,430 | 100.0 1.0 1.2 4.9 7.1 157 31.4 45.8
40-44 years 3,470 | 100.0 1.0 1.8 4,6 7.4 144 29.8 48,4
GESTATIONS UNIER 28 WEEKS®

Totel. ggo| 100.0 84.5 T4 1.8 93.8 1.6 2.3 2.3
15-19 year 1,060] 100.0 79.3 13.0 3.2 85.6 1.3 1.3 1.8
20-24 year 800 100.0 84.9 6.5 1.8 93,1 1.9 2.4 2.5
25-29 year 8s0| 100.0 83.7 6.2 1.7 91.6 2.2 3.0 3.3
30-34 year: a20} 100.0 88.8 6.2 1.1 96.1 1.1 1.5 1.3
35-39 years 840 | 100.0 86.5 6.4 1.8 04,7 0.5 2.8 2.0
40-44 year: .o . .o .e ¢] .e .o .n .o
Whit 870} 100.0 86.1 6.7 1.7 4.5 1.5 2.3 1.7
15-19 years 1,020 | 100.0 80.9 11.8 3.1 95.9 1.5 1.5 1.2
20-24 year: 80| 100.0 8s5.8 6.3 2.0 9¢.1 1.8 2.4 1.7
25-29 years 840 | 100.0 85.2 6.1 1.5 92.9 2,1 2.7 2.3
30-34 year: goo | 100.0 90.5 5.3 0.5] 96.3 1.0. 1.8 1.0
35-39 year: 820 | 100.0 88.4 5.1 2.1 95.5 0.3 2.7 1.5
40-44 year .e .. .o . 0 .e .o .o .
Nonwhite 990 | 100.0 77.8 10.3 2.4 90.4 2.1 2.3 5.2
15-19 year 1,140 | 100.0 75.4 15.9 3.6 94.9 1.0 1.0 3.1
20-24 year 940 | 100.0 8l.3 7.0 1.1 89.3 2.6 2.2 5.9
25.29 years goo{ 100.0 76.4 6.3 2.6 85.3 2.6 4.2 7.9
30-34 years .o .o .e .o . . .e (o] ..
35-39 year .o ve .o .e o] .. .o .. .o
40-44 years .e .o .e .o 0 .e Q 0 [¢]

100mputed to the nearest 10 grams on basis of exact conversion of interval limits from pounds and ounces; see text.
2In computing the median birth weights for this group, data were also available for weight group 1,000 grams or less.
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TABLE 8. PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF SINGLE LIVE BIRTHS BY BIRTH WEIGHT, BY PERIOD OF GESTATION, AGE OF MOTHER, AND COLOR:
UNITED STATES, JANUARY 1 TO MARCH 31, 1950-—Continued

(See headnote on p. 65)

Median BIRTH WEIGHT (in grams)
PERIOD OF GESTATTON, AGE OF MOTHER, AND |welght | ,.. .
COLOR gré;;’)l 1(,;00 1,501~ | 2,00L- z;ioo 2,501~ | 3,00L- 5;501
less 2,000 | 2,500 | [o% 5,000 | 3,500 | °F
GESTATIONS OF 28-31 WEEKS
POLAL mmmm e m o m e mmm e e e 1,740 | 100.0 34,0 32.6 19.8 86.4 5.8 4,0 3.7
15-19 years | 1,770 | 100.0 30.7 34,5 21.7 87.0 7.0 4,0 2.0
20-24 years -—| 12,750 100.0 33.4 32,0 20.2 85.7 6.3 4,3 3.8
25-29 years -| 1,720] 100.0 36,7 30.9 19.2 86.8 445 £.0 4.8
30-34 years 1,700 | 100.0 36.1 32.8 17.2 86,1 5.6 4.1 4.2
B5 B9 YEATSmmremmm e mmmm i m e e mm e 1,740 | 100.0 33.1 34,1 19.8 86.8 5.4 3.9 3,9
40-44 years -{ 1,810| 100.0 28.6 | 34.3 26.3 89.1 5.7 0.6 4.6
White —— 1,740 | 100.0 33.8 32.5 19.7 86.0 5.9 4.1 3.9
15-19 YEATrS-——mmmmmmmmm e e e 1,800 | 100.0 29.5 33,2 22,5 85.1 7.7 4.9 2,3
2024 YEAXS-——mr-mcmmmcmmecmemem— e oo e 1,750 | 100.0 33.2 32.4 19.9 85.5 6.5 4.3 3.7
25-29 years 1,710 | 100.0 36.8 30.8 19.1 86.7 4,2 3.8 5.2
30-34 years--- -|{ 1,690 | 100.0 36.6 33.2 16.4 86.2 5.8 3.9 4.1
35-39 YEATS - mmmmmmmc s o mm e o e e 1,750 | 100.0 32.3 33.8 20.0 86.2 5.4 4.3 4.1
40-44 years —— -} 1,790] 100.0 29.6 34.5 25.4 89.4 6.3 0 4.2
Nonwhite-- - -1 1,730 | 100.0 34.6 33,0 20.4 88.0 5.4 3.5 3.1
15-19 years--- -1 1,720| 100.0 33.3 37.3 20.1 90,7 5.6 2.2 1,5
20-24 years ——— =] 1,750 | 100.0 34,3 30.7 21.1 86.2 5.5 4,1 4.3
2529 JEATS mmmmmm mmmm e m e e 1,720 | 100.0 35.9 31,3 1.8 87.0 5.7 4,6 2.7
3034 YEBLE mrm mmmmm mm e e cm oo o 1,770 | 100.0 33.3 30.3 22,0 85.6 4.5 5.3 4,5
35-39 yearse————m- - . .o . .o .e .e .a .o .e
40-44 years-—— . .e . . . .o .n .s .e
GESTATIONS OF 32-35 WEEKS
Total wm--| 2,380 | 100.0 6.0 20.5 33.6 60,1 20.5 12.8 6.6
15-19 years 2,360 | 100.0 5.5 20.2 34,1 59.8 22.2 12.5 5.5
20-24 years — 2,360 | 100.0 5.5 20,1 34,2 59.8 20.7 13.4 6.0
25-29 years 2,360 | 100.0 6.6 20.3 32.6 59.6 20.4 13.1 6.9
30-34 years —— -| 2,380} 100.0 6.2 20.8 32.9 59.9 1.7 12.4 8.0
3539 FEATrS —mmec—mmm e e e e e ce e 2,310 100.,0 5.6 23.2 34,9 63.7 18.6 10.3 7.3
40-44 years --{ 2,360 | 100.0 7.6 18.1 34.1 59.8 19,0 13,3 7.9
White -—-| 2,30{ 100.0 5.8 20.3 33.6 59.6 21,1 12.7 6.6
15-19 years 2,590 | 100.0 5.2 18.1 33,7 58,0 22.9 13.4 5.7
20-24 years - 2,370 | 100.0 5.3 20.0 34,1 59.5 21.4 13.1 6.1
25-29 years 2,360 | 100.0 6.5 20.3 32.9 59.7 20.9 12,7 6.7
30-34 JEALS~ommm- S — 2,360 | 100.0 6.0 20.6 32,9 59.5 20.5 12.5 7.5
35-39 YEATS—mmmmmmmmm e --| 2,320 100.0 5.6 23.0 34,4 63.1 19.2 10,3 Tk
40-44 years --| 2,370 | 100.0 6.8 18.8 33.6 59.2 18.5 14,0 8.2
Nonwhite — -|{ 2,320 2100.0 7.1 21.7 33.9 62.8 17.4 12.9 6.9
15-19 yeers -1 2,280 100.0 6.4 23,9 35.3 65.5 19.8 9.7 4.9
20-24 years e | 2,340 | 100.0 6.7 20.5 34,5 61.6 17.5 14,9 6.0
25-29 years -| 2,360} 100.0 7.9 20.3 30,7 58.8 16.8 16.0 8.3
30-34 years ——| 2,300} 100.0 7.5 23.2 32.8 63.5 12.9 11.2 12.4
35-39 years 2,260 | 100.0 5.8 24.1 38,7 68.6 13.9 10.2 7.3
40-44 yEBYS—mmmmmm e m e e . .e .o .o . .e .o .u .

lCOmputed to the nearest 10 grams on basis of exact conversion of interval limits from pounds and ounces; see text.
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TABIE 8. PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF SINGIE LIVE BIRTHS BY BIRITH WEIGHT, BY PERIOD CF GESTATICN, AGE oF MOTHER, AND COLOR:
UNITED STATES, JANUARY 1 TO MARCE 31, 1950—Continued

(See headnote on p. 65)

Median BIRTE WEIGHT (in grams)
PERIOD OF GESTATION, AGE OF MOTHER, AND |weight | o\,
COLOR (in 1,500 | 3 e | 2,000 | 2259 | 2,501 | 35,00 | 359
grams) or 2,000 | 2,500 or 3,000 | 3,500 or
less ’ 4 less 4 ? more
GESTATTONS OF 36 WEEKS
Total 3,310 100.0 0.2 1.7 8.8 10,7 18.5 33,7 37.1
15-19 years 3,240 | 100.0 0.2 1.9 9.6 11.7 21,3 35,3 31.7
20-24 years 3,280 100,0 0.2 1.6 8.9 10,7 19.3 35,1 34,9
25.29 years 3,330 100,0 0.2 1.6 8.3 10.1 17.9 33,6 38.4
30-34 years 3,340 100.0 0.2 1.8 8.7 10.7 17.0 32,3 40.0
35-39 years 3,390 100,0 0.3 1.8 8.8 10,8 15.4 30,0 43,7
40-44 years 3,440 100.0 0.2 1.5 7.4 9.2 15.4 28.8 46.6
White 3,290 100,0 0.2 1.7 8.9 10,8 18.8 34,4 36,1
15-19 year 3,240 100.0 0.1 1.8 8.9 10.8 21.3 36,7 31,2
20-24 years 3,270 100.,0 0.2 1.8 8.9 10,7 19.5 36.1 33.6
25-29 years 3,300 100.0 0.2 1.7 8.6 10.5 18.6 34,1 36.8
30-34 years -| 3,330 100,0 0.2 1.8 9.3 11,3 17.4 2.4 38.9
35-39 years - 3,370 100.0 0.3 1.8 9.0 11.1 18.1 30.8 42,0
40-44 years 3,430 100.0 0.2 1.6 7.6 9.5 15,8 28.7 46,0
Nonwhite 3,360 100.0 0.3 1.7 8.4 10.3 17.3 31.2 4,2
15-19 years -| 3,230 100,0 0.4 2.1 11.1 13,6 21.5 32.2 32.8
20-24 years 3,330 100.0 0.4 1.6 8.5 10.6 18.4 31.5 39.8
25-29 years 3,430 100.0 0.1 1.4 7.1 8.6 14.8 31,0 45.8
30-3¢ years - | 3,420 100.0 0.3 1.5 6.1 7.9 15.0 32.1 45.1
35-39 years 3,500+] 100.0 0 1.8 7.8 9.6 12.5 26,9 S1.0
40-44 years 3,480 100.0 0.3 1.2 6.5 8.0 13.8 29,2 48.9
GESTATTONS OF 37 WEEKS AND OVER
Total 3,360 100,0 0.1 0.3 3.3 5.6 18.0 39.7 38.8
15-19 year 3,290 100,0 0.1 0.4 4.2 4.6 20.9 41.7 32.8
20-24 years 3,330 100,0 0.1 0.3 3.4 3.7 19.2 a1 36.0
25.29 year 3,370 100.0 0.0 0.3 3.0 3.3 17.3 39.8 39.6
30-34 years 3,400 200.0 0.0 0.3 3.0 3.3 16.3 38.0 42,4
35-39 years 3,430 100,0 0.1 0.3 3.1 3.5 15.5 35.6 45.3
40-44 years 3,470 100.0 0.1 0.5 3.2 3.8 14,5 33.6 48,1
White 3,380 100.0 0.0 0.3 3.0 3.4 17.4 40.0 39.2
15-19 years 3,310 100.0 0.0 0.3 3.5 3.8 18.5 2.5 3¢.2
20-24 years 3,330 100.0 0.0 0.3 3.1 3,5 18.6 .4 36.5
25.29 years- 3,370 100,0 0.0 0.3 2.9 3.2 17.0 20,1 39,7
30-34 years 3,400 100.0 0.0 0.3 2.9 3.2 18.2 38.3 42,4
35.39 years 3,430 100.0 0,1 0.3 3.0 3.4 15,4 36,0 45,2
40-44 years — | 3,470 100.0 0.1 0.5 5.2 3.7 14.5 34.0 47.8
Fonwhite 3,310 100.0 0.1 0.5 4.7 5.2 21.4 37.8 35.8
15-19 yeers 3,220 100.0 0.1 0.6 6.2 6,9 25.5 39.2 28.4
20-24 years 3,280 100.0 0.1 0.5. 4.7 5.2 23.0 38.7 33,1
25.29 years 3,340 100.0 0.1 0.3 £.0 4.4 19,7 37.6 38.3
3034 years 3,400 100.0 0.1 0.4 4.0 4.5 17.2 35.5 42,7
35-39 year: 3,450 100.0 0.1 0.3 3.7 &1 16.4 33.1 46.4
40-44 years 3,500+ ] 100.0 0.1 1.1 3.2 4.3 14.6 31.0 50.2

lComputed to the nearest 10 grams on basis of exact conversion of interval limits from pounds

and ounces; see text.
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TABIE 9.

{Total-birth order refers to number of children ever born to mother,

VITAL STATISTICS—SPECIAL REPORTS

JANUARY 1 TO MARCH 31, 1950

SINGLE LIVE BIRTHS BY BIRTH WEIGHY, TOTAL-BIRTH ORDER, OUTCOME OF PREVIOUS IELIVERIES, AND COLOR:

including fetel deaths.

UNITED STATES,

Figures for birth weight and

birth order not stated are distributed. Excludes data for Massachusetts)

BIRTH WEIGET (in' grems)
TOTAL-BIRTE ORDER, OUICOME OF PREVIOUS | moroo
DELIVERIES, AND COLOR 1;200 1,00 | 1,501-| 2,000 zgioo 2,501 | 3,00L- 4(,;01
1oes 1,500 | 2,000 | 2,500 f ,°% 3,000, | 4,500 | oF
ALL BIRTH ORDERS-=mmwmemm—mm———n- 820,618 3,243 | 4,128 8,946 | 38,225 | 52,542 {146,751 | 603,877 | 17,448
No previous fetal deathe--—--memmmo—em—o- 786,008 2,880 | 3,747 | 8,297 | 34,154 | 49,078 140,512 | 580,140 | 16,278
Previous fetal death 34,610 363 381 649 | 2,071 | 3,4641 6,239 | 23,737 | 1,170
White 702,966 2,630} 3,308 7,199 29,322 | 42,459 | 122,663 | 524,985 | 12,859
No previous fetal de@th--mmmmmmmmmmam—a-- 677,669 2,355 | 3,021| 6,720 27,840 | 39,936 | 118,220 | 507,344 | 12,169
Previous fetal death 25,297 275 287 479 | 1,482 | 2,523 | 4,443 | 17,641 690
Nonwhite--- 117,652 613 sz0| 1,747) 6,903 | 10,083 | 24,088 | 78,892 | 4,589
No previous fetel deathmmmmmmmammmamm———e 108,339 525° 726 | 1,577| 6,314} 9,142 22,292 | 72,796 | 4,109
Previous fetal death 9,313 88 94 170 589 941 | 1,796{ 6,096 480
First birth order----m-meme-m—=——=n 259,142 1,025 | 1,375| 3,152 | 13,472 | 19,024 | 54,754 | 183,182 | 2,182
White 229,729 8s4| 1,123| 2,593 | 11,109 | 15,679 | 46,961 |165,348 | 1,741
Nonwhite -| 29,413 171 252 559 | 2,363 | 3,345 | 7,793 | 17,834 442
Second birth order- 246,740 sa9| 1,132 | 2,505 | 10,232 | 14,718 | 44,097 184,122 | 3,803
No previous fetal deathe-memmmmemmmmomm—— 241,048 785 | 1,07L| 2,384¢| 9,878 | 14,118 | 42,860 180,347 [ 3,723
Previous fetal death -{ 5,692 64 61 121 354 600 | 1,237 | 3,775 80
White mem - {220,772 718 938 | 2,081 | 8,624 | 12,361 | 38,253 167,000 | 3,158
No previous fetal deathemmmmmmemrmmemname 216,028 873 ge8| 1,977 | 8,354 | 11,892 | 37,268 [163,772 | 3,096
Previous fetal death 4,744 45 50 104 270 469 985 | 3,228 62
Nonwhite 25,968 131 194 424| 1,608 | 2,357{ 5,844 17,122 645
No previous fetal de@th—mwmmmmmmmemn—e-- 25,020 112 183 407 | 1,524 | 2,226 5,592 | 16,575 627
Previous fetal death 948 19 11 17 84 131 252 547 18
Third birth ordeTr-s-memmemee-mm—-—- 139,622 616. 62 { 1,390 5,596 | 8,204 23,085 |105,072 | 3,161
No previous fetal deathe--mmmm—=eem—meman= 131,616 525 | 595 | 1,240| 5,097 | 7,457 | 21,503 99,629 | 3,027
Previous fetal death 8,006 91 97 150 499 837 | 1,592 | 5,443 134
Whitewmn 120,526 516 572 | 1,141| 4,580| 6,809 | 19,242 | 91,988 | 2,487
No previous fetal degth-=m—memmmmmw—nmm——— 113,934 437 494 | 1,005| 4,178 | 6,124{ 17,978 87,450 | 2,382
Previous fetal death 6,592 79 78 126 402 685 | 1,264 | 4,538 105
Nomwhite--= 19,096 100 120 249 | 1,016 | 1,485| 3,853 13,084 674
No previous fetal degthmmemmmemmmumamaca- 17,682 88 101 225 919 | 1,333 | 3,525 12,179 845
Previous fetal death 1,414 12 19 24 97 152 328 905 29
Fourth birth order-mem=me—menemme=- 70,222 295 370 729 | 2,871 | 4,265 | 10,792 | 52,989 | 2,176
No previous fetal deathem=rmmmmmmmmmaman-= 64,229 225 290 631 | 2,506 | 3,652 | 9,699 48,843 | 2,035
Previous fetal desth -1 5,993 70 80 98 365 613 | 1,093 | 4,146 141
Whit -| s7,625 226 277 590 | 2,281| 3,384 | 8,594| 44,021 | 1,616
No previous fetal degthemmmre—mmmemem=m—- 52,979 175 219 so9| 2,035 2,918 7,783| 40,752 | 1,526
Previous® fetal death 4,636 51 58 8L 276 466 sl1| 3,289 90
Nonwhite 12,607 69 93 139 580 sat | 2,198 8,968 560
No previous fetal deRthememmmmmmmmmmmmam—- 11,250 50 7 122 491 754 | 1,916 | 8,091 509
Previous fetal death -| 1,357 19 22 17 89 147 282 877 51
Fifth birth order and over 104,892 " 458 559 | 1,170 | 4,054 | 6,241 | 14,013| 78,512 | 6,126
No previous fetal de@thm--mmm—mmmmm-————- 89,973 320 416 890 | 3,201 | 4,827 | 11,696 | 68,137 | 5,313
Previous fetal death 14,919 138 143 280 853 | 1,41a| 2,317 | 10,375 813
WHILE e m s mmm s e m e m i m i 74,524 318 398 794 | 2,708 | 4,226| 9,613 56,628 | 3,857
No previour fetal deathammmmwmmmmumnn——n- 64,999 216 297 626 | 2,184 | 3,323| 8,230 | 50,021 | 3,425
Previous fetal death -| 9,325 100 101 168 534 903 | 1,383| 6,607 432
Nonwhite-mmwemma- 30,568 142 161 z6| 1,336 | 2,005 4,400 21,884 | 2,269
No previcus fetgl deathemmmmmmmmmmmremen-= 24,974 104 119 264 | 1,017 ] 1,504] 3,466 | 18,116 | 1,888
Previous fetal deathammmmmmmmmmnmemnnnan- 5,594 38 42 112 319 511 934 | 3,768 381
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TABIE 10. PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF SINGLE LIVE BIRTHS EY BIRTH WEIGHT, BY TOTAL~BIRTH ORDER, OUTCOME OF PREVIOUS DELLVERIES,

AND COLOR: UNITED STATES, JANUARY 1 TO MARCH 31, 1950

(Total-birth order refers to number of children ever born to mother,

birth order not stated are distributed.

including fetal deaths.
Excludes data for Massachusetts)

Figures for birth weight end

TOTAL~BIRTH ORDER, OUTCOME OF PREVIOUS

BIRTH WEIGHT (in grems)

Total
X DELIVERIES, AND COLOR 1,000+ 1,000- | 1,501~ | 2,001~ | 239 | 2,501~ | 3,001 | 50
less 1,500 2,000 2,500 less 3,000 4,500 more

ALL BIRTH ORDERS=-===c-=rcm=ca-a- 100.0 0.4 0.5 1.1 4.4 6.4 7.9 73.6 2.1

No previous fetal death~-cecmcocccacaca=a 100.0 0.4 0.5 1.1 4.3 6.2 17.9 73.8 2.1
Previous fetal death 100.0 1.0 1.1 1.9 6.0 10.0 18.0 68.6 3.4
White 100.0 0.4 0.5 1.0 4.2 6.0 17.4 4.7 1.8

No previous fetal deathemmmemmmemmamcanea 100.0 0.3 0.4 1.0 4.1 5.9 17.4 74.9 1.8
Previous fetel deaths: 100.0 ‘L. 1.1 1.9 5.9 10.0 17.6 89.7 2.7
" Nonwhite 100.0 0.5 0.7 1.5 5.9 8. 20.5 87.1 3.9

No previous fetel degtheemecmmecmmmanmccae - 100.0 0.5 0.7 1.5 5.8 8.4 20.6 67.2 3.8
Previocus fetal death. 100.0 0.9 1.0 1.8 6.3 10.1 19.3 65.5 5.2
First birth orderere-mmeacen= ————— 100.0 0.4 0.5 1.2 5.2 7.3 21.1 70.7 0.8
White 100.0 0.4 0.5 1.1 4.8 6.8 20.4 72.0. 0.8
Nonwhite 100.0 0.6 0.9 1.9 8.0 1.4 26.5 60.6 1.5
Second birth orderwecmumenccmeunce= 100.0 0.3 0.5 1.0 4.1 6.0 17.9 74.6 1.5

No previous fetal death - 100.0 0.3 0.4 1.0 4.1 5.9 17.8 74.8 | 1.5
Previous fetel death 100.0 1.1 1.1 2.1 6.2 10.5 21.7 66.3 led
White 100.0 0.3 0.4 0.9 3.9 5.6 17.3 75.8 1.4

No previous fetal deathemmeumucenaumaman= 100.0 0.3 0.4 0.9 3.9 5.5 17.3 75.8 l.4
Previous fetel death 100.0 0.9 1.1 2.2 5.7 9.9 20.8 68.0 1.3
Nonwhite 100.0 0.5 0.7 1.8 6.2 9.1 22.5 65.9 2.5

No previous fetal deathemme= ] 100,0 0.4 0.7 1.8 8.1 8.9 22.4 66.2 2.5
Previous fetel deeth 100.0 2.0 1.2 1.8 8.9 13.8 26.6 57.7 1.9
Third birth ordercmssuecuccnccmemea== 100.0 0.4 0.5 1.0 4.0 5. 16.5 75.3 2.3

No previous fetal degthemcucenmunmwmcnamnn 100.0 0.4 0.5 0.9 3.9 5.7 16.3 75.7 2.3
Previous fetal deasth 100.0 "Ll 1.2 1.9 6.2 10.5 9.8 68.0 1.7
White 100.0 0.4 0.5 0.8 3.8 5.6 16.0 76.3 2.1
No previous fetal desthemmmcomammmcamanae 100.0 0.4 0.4 0.9 3.7 5.4 15.8 76.8 2.1
Previcus fetel death 100.0 1.2 1.2 1.9 8.1 10.4 19.2 68.8 1.6
Nonwhite 100.0 0.5 0.8 1.3 5.3 7.8 20.2 68.5 3.5

No previous fetel deathewmmmaa- wmmmm—— . 100.0 0.5 0.8 1.3 5.2 7.5 19.9 68.9 3.6
Previous fetal death 100.0 0.8 1.3 1.7 6.9 10.7 23.2 64.0 2.1
Fourth birth ordereamscrmecmmammm=a 100.0 Ok 0.5 1.0 4.1 6.1 15.4 75.5 3.1

Ko previous fetal Geatheeawucauccneacecas 100.0 0.4 0.5 1.0 3.9 5.7 15.1 76.0 3.2
Previous fetal death 100.0 1.2 1.3 1.6 6.1 10.2 18.2 69.2 2.4
White 100.0 0.4 0.5 1.0 4.0 5.9 4.9 16.4 2.8

No previous fetal death 100.0 0.3 0.4 1.0 © 3.8 5.5 14.7 76.9 2.9
Previous fetsl death 100.0 1.1 1.3 1.7 8.0 10.1 17.5 70.5 1.9.
Nonwhite 100.0 0.5 0.7 1.1 4.8 7.0 17.4 1.1 &4

No previous fetal deatheecscmccucccennna - 100.0 0.4 0.6 1.1 4.4 6.5 17.0 71.9 4.5
Previous fetal death. 100.0 l.4 1.6 1.3 6.6 10.8 20.8 64.6 3.8
Fifth birth order and oVereecwmewwme 100.0 0.4 0.5 1.1 3.9 5.9 13.4 T4.9 5.8

No previous fetel defthemwmccmcmmmcamcam= 100.0 0.4 0.5 1.0 3.8 5.4 13.0 5.7 5.9
Previous fetel death 100.0 0.9 1.0 1.9 5.7 9.5 15.5 69.5 5.4
White 100.0 0.4 0.5 1.1 3.7 5.7 12.9 6.2 5.2

No previous fetel degthewmecwmmuscmccanaman 100.0 0.3 0.5 1.0 3.4 5.1 12.7 77.0 5.3
Previous fetal death 100.0 1.1 1.1 1.8 5.7 9.7 14.8 70.9 4.6
Nonwhite 100.0 0.5 0.5 1.2 4.4 6.6 4.4 71.6 T4

No previous fetgl degth-wmmwmucomcacamaea 100.0 0.4 0.5 1.1 . 4.1 6.0 13.9 72.5 7.6
Previous fetel death 100.0 0.7 0.8 2.0 5.7 9.1 16.7 67.4 6.8




TABLE 11.

(Includes deaths among children born Jan. 1 to Mar. 31, 1950,

DEATHS UNDER 28 DAYS AMONG SINGLE LIVE BIRTHS BY BIRTH WELGHT,

JANUARY 1 TO MARCH 31, 1950

Total-birth order refers to number of children ever born to mother,

Excludes data for Massachusetts)

AGE, TOTAL-BIRTH ORDER, OUTCOME OF PREVIOUS DELIVERIES, AND COLOR: UNITED STATES,

including fetal deaths.

Fgures for birth weight and birth order not stated are distributed.

BIRTH WEIGHT 2,500 GRAMS OR LESS

BIRTH WEIGHT 2,501 GRAMS OR MORE

Total
desths
TOTAL-BIRTH ORDER, OUTCOME OF under Age at death Age at death
PREVIOUS DELIVERIES, AND COLOR 28
Total Total
days Under 1-23 Under 1-6 7-27 Under 1-23 Under 1-6 7-27
1 hours 1 days days L hours 1 days days
hour day hour day o o
ALL BIRTH ORDERS--~-~-—-v== 15,049 9,109 973 4,149 5,122 3,180 807 5,940 549 1,483 2,032 2,526 1,382
No previous fetal death--=--=-e--=- 13,811 8,286 871 3,741 | 4,618 2,932 136 5,525 503 1,364 1,867 2,358 | 1,300
Previous fetal death---c-~---vene-o 1,238 | 823 96 408 504 248 71 415 46 1192 165 168 82
Whiteememmmmmmmamcan 12,183 7,501 833 3,436 4,269 2,636 596 4,682 442 1,189 1,63 | 1,998 | 1,053
No previous fetal death-----——----- 11,270 6;870 758 3,121 3,879 2,444 547 4,400 412 1,109 1,521 1,881 998
Previous fetal death--~-=c-cccvunw- 913 631 75 315 390 192 49 282 30 80 110 117 55
Nonwhite 2,866 1,608 140 713 853 544 211 1,258 107 294 401 528 329
No previous fetal deatheeww=meecea- 2,541 1,416 118 620 739 488 189 1,125 91 255 346 477 302
Previous fetal death-=--re-ccemeee- 325 192 21 93 114 56 22 133 16 39 55 51 27
First birth order------------ 4,756 2,905 323 1,258 1,581 1,032 292 1,851 213 469 682 805 364
White-- 3,944 2,448 285 1,072 1,357 871 220 1,496 178 391 569 648 279
Nonwhite: 812 457 38 186 224 161 72 355 35 78 113 157 85
Second birth order=-=ewse-e-- - 4,005 2,552 270 1,159 1,429 928 195 1,453 111 375 486 616 351
No previous fetal death----vo--c-a- 3,808 2,418 246 1,101 1,347 888 183 1,390 102 356 458 592 340
Previous fetal death---~-——--——-ome—- 197 134 24 58 82 40 12 63 9 19 28 24 11
White - 3,401 2,171 244 988 1,232 793 146 1,230 95 313 408 SYAN 301
No previous fetal death 3,249 2,064 226 941 1,167 761 136 1,185 g0 1302 392 502 291
Previous fetal death---—=----coo—- 152 107 18 47 65 32 10 45 5 11 16 19 10
Nonwhite-- 604 381 26 171 197 135 49 223 16 62 78 95 50
No previous fetal death----c--wca-- 559 354 20 160 180 127 47 205 12 54 66 90 49
Previous fetal death-e-m-c-cccmema- 45 27 6 11 17 8 2 18 4 8 2 5 1
Third birth order 2,492 1,542 159 735 |. 894 526 122 950 67 262 329 371 250
No previous fetal death 2,228 1,347 136 628 64 474 109 881 64 238 302 347 232
Previous fetal death---w==cmmmomue. 264 195 23 107 130 52 13 69 3 24 27 24 18
White-- 2,103 1,308 140 625 765 450 93 795 61 | 215 276 315 204
No previous fetal death: 1,88'8 1,142 119 531 650 408 84 746 58 200 258 298 190
Previous fetal death-eww-cwmccocaun 215 166 21 94 115 42 9 49 3 15 18 17 14
Nonwhite-«-= 389 234 198 10 129 76 29 155 6 47 53 56 46
No previocous fetal death~-eecemc-mcnw- 340 205 17 97 114 66 25 135 6 38 44 49 42
Previous fetal death-=e—-=eeemeee- 49 29 2 13 15 10 4 20 - 9 9 1 4
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i
Fourth birth order-~e—e——e---

No previous fetal death---—--=—e--=a
Previous fetal death-w~remece——m—aaa

White

No previous fetal death
Previous fetal death-ewwm==crmmra--

Nonwhite -

No previous fetal death
Previous fetal death---=-avmecacaca-

Fifth birth order and over---

No previous fetal deathe-eweemmee--
Previous fetal death--eeme——e—new-n

White--

No previous fetal death
Previous fetel death--=-e-weau~-

1,340

1,107
233

1,045
862

183 |

295

245
50

2,456

1,912
544

1,690

1,327
363

766

585
181

783

624
159

618

492
126

165

132
33

1,327

992
335

958

724
232

371

268
103

20

76
14

69
58

21
18

131
96

95

70
25

36

26
10

352

272
80

283

221
62

69

S1
18

645

482
163

468

356
112

177

126
51

‘442

348
94

352

279
73

80

69
21

176

578
198

563

426
137

213

152
61

271

217
54

213
170

58
47

423

321
102

309

234
5

114
87

27

70
59

53

43
10

17
16

128

93
35

64
20

44

29
15

557

483
74

427

370
57

130

113
17

1,129

920
209

734

603
13L

395

317
18

53

43
10

36
a2

17

105

8L
24

72

54
18

33
27

135

107
28

109

86
23

26
21

242

194
48

161

130
31

81

64
17

188

150
38

145

118
27

43
32

347

275
72

233

184
49

114

91
23

254

225
29

200

176
24

54

49

480
389

91 W
314

257

57

166

132
34

11s
108

82
16

33
32

302

256
46

187

162
25

115

94
21
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TABLE 12.

(Based on deaths under 28 days among children born Jan. 1 to Mar. 31, 1950.
interval. Total-birth order refers to mmber of children ever born to mother, including fetal deaths.
Two dots (..) indicate rate not computed where the number of deaths 1s less than 10)

are distributed.

Excludes data for Massachusetis.

MORTALITY RATES AMONG SINGLE LIVE BIRTES, BY BIRTH WEIGHT,

AGE, TOTAL-BIRTH ORDER,

JANUARY 1 TO MARCH 31, 1950

OUTCOME OF PREVIOUS DELIVERIES, AND COLOR:

UNLITED STATES,

Rates per 1,000 children in specified group alive at fhe beginning of each age

Figures for birth weight and birth order not stated

BIRTH WEIGHT 2,500 GRAMS OR LESS

BIRTH WEIGHT 2,501 GRAMS OR MORE

Total
deaths
TOTAL~-BIRTH ORDER, OUTCOME OF under Age at death Age at death
PREVIOUS DELIVERIES, AND COLOR 28
Total Total
days Unier 1-23 Unier 1-6 7-27 Unger 1-23 Un;i:er 1-6 7-27
hour hours day days days hour hours day days days
ALL BIRTH ORDERS---==-n=c-- 18.3 173.4 18.5 80.5 97.5 67.1 18.2 7.7 0.7 1.9 2.6 3.3 1.8
No previous fetal death 17.6 168.8 17.9 77.6 94.1 65,9 17.7 7.5 0.7 1.9 2.5 3.2 1.8
Previous fetal death------csacecme- 35.8 237.6 27.7 121.1 145.5 83.8 26.2 13.3 1.5 3.8 5.3 5.4 2.7
White-- - 17.3 176.7 19.6 82.5 100.5 69.0 16.8 7.1 0.7 1.8 2.5 3.0 1.6
No previous fetal death--=emo=m=me--— 16.6 172.0 19,0 79.7 97.1 67.8 16.3 6.9 0.8 1.7 2.4 3.0 1.6
Previous fetal deathe-~ecece—vce—ao- 36.1 250.1 29.7 128.7 154.6 80.0 25.2 1l2.4 1.3 3.5 4.8 5.2 2.4
Nonwhite-- 24.4 159.5 13.9 7.7 84.6 58.9 24.3 131.7 1.0 2.7 3.7 4.9 3.1
No previous fetal death 23.5 154.9 13.0 68.7 80.8 58.1 25.9 1.3 0.9 2.6 3.5 4.8 3.1
Previous fetal death~-~m-—m-ee-=eom- 34.9 204.0 22.3 101.1 121.1 67.7 28.5 15.9 1.9 4.7 6.6 6.1 3.3
First birth order---e=~————=- 18.4 152.7 17.0° 67.3 83.1 59.2 17.8 7.7 0.9 2.0 2.8 3.4 1.5
Whit 17.2 156.1 18.2 69.6 86.5 60.8 16.4 7.0 0.8 1.8 2.7 3.0 1.3
Nonwhite 27.6 136.6 11.4 56.2 67.0 51.6 24.3 13.6 1.3 3.0 4.3 6.0 3.3
Second birth order-----—==e=- 16.2 173.4 18.3 80.2 97.1 69.8 15.8 6.3 0.5 1.6 2.1 2.7 1.5
No previous fetal death-w-=--—ww--- 15.8 17..3 17.4 79.4 95.4 69.5 15.4 6.1 0.4 1.6 2.0 2.6 1.5
Previous fetal death-~-sw---cecea——- 34.6 223.3 40.0 100.7 136.7 1.2 25.1 12.4 . 3.7 5,5 4.1 2.2
Vhite 15.4 175.6 19.7 81.5 99.7 11.3 14.1 5.9 0.5 1.5 2.0 2.5 1.5
No previous fetal death----cceeune= 15.0 173.6 19.0 80.7 98.1 71.0 13.6 5.8 0.4 1.5 1.9 2.5 l.4
Previous fetal death-a--=c-c-cem—e- 32.0 228.1 38.4 104.2 138.6 79.2 26.9 10.5 .. 2.6 3.7 4.5 2.4
Nonwhit 23.3 161.6 11..0 73.4 83.6 62.5 24.2 9.4 0.7 246 3.3 4.0 2.1
No previous fetal death--——--w-=a=n 22.3 159.0 9.0 72.5 80.9 62.1 24.5 9.0 0.5 2.4 2.9 4.0 2.2
Previous fetal degth-~-——-ccmcaceax 47.5 206.1 .e 88.0 129.8 .e . 22,0 .o ‘e 14.7 .e .s
Third birth order--e-———-—--- 17.8 185.9 19.2 90.4 107.8 71.1 17.7 7.2 0.5 2.0 2.5 2.8 1.9
No previous fetal death-—=ws-—c=w--= 16.9 180.6 i8.2 85.8 102.5 70.8 17.5 7.1 0.5 1.9 2.4 2.8 1.9
Previous fetal death--w-mw=ceacmcee~ 33.0 233.0 27.5 131.4 155.3 73.6 19.8 9.8 .. 3.3 3.8 3.4 2.5
Whit 17.4 192.1 20.6 93.7 112.4 74.5 16.6 7.0 0.5 1.9 2.4 2.8 1.8
No previous fetal death----vmceca-- 16.6 186.5 19.4 88.4 106.1 74.5 16.6 8,9 0.5 1.8 2.4 2.8 1.8
Previous fetal death--e-—c-cewumean 32.6 242.3 30.7 141.6 167.9 13.7 .e 8.3 ’e 2.5 3.0 2.9 2.4
Nonwhite 20.4 157.6. 12.8 75.0 86.9 56.0 22.7 8.8 . 2.7 3.0 3.2 2.6
No previous fetal death---—-ve—wca- 19.2 153.8 12.8 73.7 85.5 S54.1 2Y.7 8.3 .o 2.3 2.7 3.0 2.6
Previous fetal death---- 34.7 190.8 .e 86.7 98,7 73.0 .- 15.8 [0} .o .e .. .e
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Fourth birth order----weaceea--

No previous fetal death--wm=mamece=
Previous fetal death~-vmmcremccenen

Whit

No previous fetal death--me—wemeuen
Previous fetal death---s—mammemccaa

Nonwhite

No previous fetal death---mem———we-
Previous fetal death--=s=e-=cm=ea-mn

Fifth birth order and over-=--

No previous fetal death---~r—weweew
Previous fetal death--—~-——-——e—ce-—o

Whit

No previous fetal death=-e=e--ae=a-
Previous fetal deathe-cwmmmmmeanaan

Nonwhite

No previous fetal death----
Previous fetal death---~w-w--—s-mm-

19.1

17.2
38.9

18.1

16.3
39.5

23.4

21.8
36.8

23.4

21.3
36.5

22.7

20.4
38.9

25.1

23.4
32.4

183.6

170.9
259.4

182.6

168.6
270.4

187.3

179.8
224.5

212.6

205.5
236.9

226.2

217.9
256.9

184.1

178.2
201.6

2l.1

20.8
22.8

20.4
19.9

23.6

23.8
24.5

21.0

19.9
24.8

22,5

2l.1
27.7

17,9

17.3
19.6

84.3

76.1
133.6

85.4

11.3
136.3

80.2

" 1.2

125.0
105.6

101.9
118.2

113.3

109.4
127.6

89.4

85.3
101.8

103.6

95.3
153.3

104.0

95.6
156.7

102.2

94.0
142.9

124.3

119.7
140.0

133.2

l28.2
151.7

105.7

101.1
119.4

70.9

65.7
104.0

70.3

64.4
109.4

73.3

70.7
87.3

7.4

75.5
83.9

84.4

80.8
97.9

63.3
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No. 2. Measurement of Personal Health Expenditures. 45 cents.
No. 3. The One-Hour Glucose Tolerance Test. 30 cents.
No. 4.
No. 5. An Index of Health: Mathematical Models. 25 cents.
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No. 8. Cooperation in Health Examination Surveys.
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