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The endeavor of science is founded on the timely dissemination of
research results to the wider world. However, the reality of data
processing and analysis time frequently impedes this timely
dissemination. The implications of delayed reporting of scientific data
are particularly acute where management agencies and policy-makers
are anticipating the arrival of information to support environmental
decision-making. Over the past three years (2006-2008) a new
partnership between the Institute for Applied Marine Ecology (IfAME)
at CSU Monterey Bay and the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary
(MBNMS) has formed to use a towed camera sled to collect
videographic data throughout the Sanctuary in support of Sanctuary
site characterization efforts as well as MPA monitoring activities.
Videographic data are analyzed post-cruise, along traditional scientific
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Methods

The camera sled has been collecting data in four main study areas In
2006, 2007, and 2008: North Bay/Soquel Canyon Area, Point Lobos Area,
Point Sur Area, and Piedras Blancas.

The camera sled is
composed of a single
camera, two high-
powered lights, and a
computer that
determines the camera
depth and altitude above
the seafloor. These
components are




